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END OF TERRORISM STOP & SEARCH

Government back down in
use of the unlawful section
44 legislation

Police have been finally forced to discontinue
the controversial anti-Terrorism stop and
search power after the European courts
deemed it illegal and in violation of the
right to privacy. Section 44 of the
Terrorism Act, brought in by New Labour
in 2000 as part of their war on terror and
widening campaign of state control, gave
police carte blanche powers to stop and
search anybody within an authorised area
without grounds for suspicion or the need
for justification. This arbitrary approach

to policing gave no legal safeguards against
misuse, something the European courts
re-enforced in its landmark ruling earlier
this year.

In a surprise statement to Parliament on
Thursday 8th July, the Home Secretary Teresa
May announced police would cease using
section 44, telling the assembled politicians
“Officers will no longer be able to search
individuals using section 44 powers; instead,
they will have to rely on section 43 powers,
which require officers to reasonably suspect
the person to be a terrorist”
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Yorkshire anarchist anti-fascists had some un-
welcome visitors in the form of members of
the notoriously active English Defence League
(EDL), at their first Anti-fascist Action Coalition
meeting in Leeds on 3rd July. Organised by
Leeds Anarchist Federation the public meeting
was advertised as a preparation to the EDL’s
planned demonstration in Bradford on 28th
August. The original call-out, as well as
encouraging “independent proletarian anti-
fascists in the region to work together”, also
echoed the rhetoric of the left by inviting
people to “Bash the EDL”.

According to Leeds AF, five EDL members
turned up to the meeting claiming to be
Wakefield anti-fascists. When they properly
identified themselves they insisted they didn’t
want a fight and they were just there to
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explain that they weren’t racist. After a brief
exchange they were asked to leave and after

a few repetitions of ‘But just let me finish...’,

they did.

This inconvenient encounter does show a
worrying trend with the EDL growing in
confidence enough to actively confront public
meetings held against them. Already they have
attended meetings organised by Unite Against

Fascism and ex-Respect MP George Galloway.

Despite the growing fears that the far-right
are returning ‘to the streets’ all the indicators
show those coming to meetings are not far right
but more likely from football hooligan firms.

Clearly lessons need to be learned if the EDL
continue to target anarchist meetings in this
way, not only about the tactical approaches of
the EDL but also our collective response to it.
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NEWS

IN BRIEF

SEA ICE: According to the National Snow
and Ice Data Centre, June had the lowest
recorded average Arctic sea ice extent since
records began in 1979,

The extent averaged 10.87 million square
kilometres (4.20 million square miles) for
the month of June, 1.29 million square
kilometres (498,000 square miles) below
the 1979 to 2000 average and 190,000
square kilometres (73,000 square miles)
below the previous record low for the
month of 11.06 million square kilometres
(4.27 million square miles), set in 2006.

In June, ice extent declined by 88,000
square kilometres (34,000 square miles)
per day, more than 50% greater than the
average rate of 53,000 square kilometres
(20,000 square miles) per day. This rate of
decline is the fastest measured for June.

MILITARY: This week sees the appointment
of a new Chief of the Defence Staff.

Sir David Richards KCB, CBE, DSO, ADC
(we don’t know what they stand for but they
sound posh), currently head of the Armyj, is
going to be the new man in charge and with
such jolly quotes as “Afghanistan flows
through my veins” we can only wish him the
best of British, or is that Afghan, luck. Sadly
this means goodbye to Sir Jock Stirrup, his
jollily named predecessor.

Meanwhile, back to the occupation of
Afghanistan. In June 102 coalition troops
were killed and by 12th July another 30
have already died.

JUDGE: A senior circuit judge has resigned
after claims about his private life.

Judge Gerald Price QC was suspended
last year following allegations in a news-
paper about the judge and a male prostitute.

The Office for Judicial Complaints said
Judge Price has now resigned following an
investigation into allegations about his
conduct.

The Lord Chancellor and Lord Chief
Justice had already informed him that his
behaviour merited removal from office.

WORLD CUP: The excellent World Football
ELO ratings website has been down for
most of the tournament.

We blame FIFA, doubtless in an attempt
to promote their own weird and politically
motivated ranking system.

However, as it is based on the widely
understood principles of the system Dr Elo
for Chess the results can be replicated. .

Unsurprisingly Spain have emerged as
top rated on 2,140 the second highest of

any World Cup winning side after Brazil
(2,152) in 1962.

TIPS: For the nags we recommend the
proletarian dobbin ‘Workforce’ to run off
with the prize money of the rich at the King
George and Queen Elizabeth Diamond Stakes
at Ascot on 24th July. Readers are advised
not to check on previous predictions in
this column.

LENS CAP SABOTMOUSE

It looks like the humble Muscardinus avellanrius, or Hazel Dormouse to you and me, may delay or even
halt the building of the new 1,500-place prison at Runwell. It appears that the Biodiversity Action Plan
for the Ministry of Justice's planning application discounted the possible presence of the Dormouse on
the site because there was no hazel there. But hazel is not an exclusive food source for the mice and
Essex Wildlife Trust is now calling on Chelmsford Borough Council’s planning committee meeting to
delay planning permission whilst a proper survey for the endangered species is carried out.

Marxism 2010

[ am writing this note while sitting in a
geotechnical engineering conference, some
sort of subversion I guess. What I am aiming
to share here is the experience of the weekend
at Marxism 2010. It is not bad to know
about my background in the first place; [ am
not European (coming from a developing
country) but have lived in London for the
last four years. I don’t consider myself a
communist, marxist or an anarchist, but I am
very sympathetic towards the libertarian left.
[ have not been involved in activism in this
country and my expectations from Marxism
was to hear more about the system and the
struggles ahead from experts in the field. I was
also looking forward to meet people and to
share ideas with them.

I knew that programme was organised by
the Socialist Workers Party (SWP) but I was
not expecting their full hegemony on every
talk. My first disappointment came with the
first talk which was on ‘Police’. The speaker
was a young member of SWP with no
particular knowledge on the topic and all he
did was repeating the party line propaganda
about the police accompanied with few
quotations from Engels, Lenin and Trotsky.
The talk was empty from any profound and
extensive analysis of policing in a more general
terms and the understanding of control and

power. More disappointing was the comments
and ‘questions’ which were repeating the
same party line themes to which there was
no challenge whatsoever. I left the talk
without feeling anything had been added to
my knowledge.

This talk was to be repeated again and
again during the next three days, no matter
if the talk was on foreign policy, women’s
liberation, anarchism or art; simple reductionist
old style class analysis was accompanied by
quotations from Trotsky, Lenin and Engels.
All, long, repetitive and non-challenging.

This boring format was complimented by
the strong self belief of the participants; people
too sure of everything, knowing all the answers
to all matters in the existence, [ was expect-
ing a more sceptical and down to earth
attitude towards our complex life. Their
membership marketing was also very annoying
and I couldn’t see any difference with people
trying to sell you perfume in the shops.

Although the whole experience was
disappointing and it was waste of time and
money, I have been to couple of decent talks
in the fringe. The talk organised by Communist
Party of Great Britain on Iran was quite
insightful. The meeting of National Campaign
Against Fees and Cuts was not bad either.

R
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Workers who fought for others
jobs now set to lose theirs

Workers at the Swansea factory who, along
with the anarchists, rallied in support of the
sacked Visteon workers last year look like
they will be following suit with the closure
of the South Wales manufacturing plant and
the loss of all existing jobs.

Linamar plans to close the factory which
produces high precision car components, with
the loss of 208 jobs.

This comes two years after they took over
the plant from Ford-Visteon with a commit-
ment to invest in its future. Within a year it
had already halved the workforce and is
now set to cut all links with Wales and move
production elsewhere.

Before the announcement bosses at Linamar
had reassured workers that they had secured
new engine work from Ford supplying its

A crowd rallies in support of Rob Williams, who was sacked from Linamar for his solidarity work on behalf of the Visteon workers

Militant factory to close

massive engineering plant in nearby Bridgend.
Angry workers now believe that Linamar, the
second biggest auto-parts company in Canada,
was only interested in securing the work
from Ford, work which is to be transferred
to the German plant.

The factory itself has had a long history of
militant strike action. Originally built in 1960
for fridge manufacturer Prestcold, the plant
was acquired by Ford in the mid-1960s before
being transferred to Visteon, a car parts
manufacturer spun out as a separate company
with UK factories in Enfield, Basildon and
Belfast.

[t was with the closure of these Visteon
sites early in 2009, and the sacking of the
entire UK workforce, that Linamar workers
rallied in support, with union convenor and
militant trade unionist Rob Williams being
sacked for his solidarity work on behalf of
the Visteon workers.

On hearing the news of his dismissal the
Linamar workers immediately downed tools

End of terrorism stop and search

«{page 1

The reason for the government’s change was
due to a case brought before the European
Court of Human Rights by two activists who
were stopped and searched under section 44
while on their way to an anti-arms fair demo
in Docklands, East London, in 2003.

As reported previously in Freedom, Pennie
Quinton (who is to become a regular
columnist for Freedom) and Kevin Gillan,

a photographer, took their case to Strasbourg
after challenging the use of terror legislation
by police to target political demonstrations.

Political activists have long been subject to
attention by police under section 44, and
without the need to justify their actions the
police were able to use the law as a form of

harassment. It was this the European courts
recognised in ruling in favour of Quinton
and Gillan, concluding that “the risks of
the discriminatory use of the powers” were
“a very real consideration”.

There have been 400,000 people stopped
and searched under section 44 in the last
two years alone, with no indication of its
effectiveness in the ‘fight against terrorism’.
Indeed Lord Carlile’s annual report on
operation terrorism legislation declared:
“There is little or no evidence that the use
of section 44 has the potential to prevent
an act of terrorism as compared with other
statutory powers of stop and search” and
went further in commenting on the Quinton/

and walked off the job threatening an ‘all-out’
indefinite strike forcing management to back
down and reinstate Williams.

Workers feared Williams’s dismissal was a
deliberate act to undermine the confidence
of the workforce in an attempt to ease the
closure the factory. Around 140 workers
have been made redundant in the previous
six months.

As one union representative said at the
time, “Visteon farmed out Swansea to
Linamar because they were worried the
workforce would not take mass lay-offs
lying down. Linamar sweetened the pill with
big redundancy settlements for the first lot
to go. Now it looks like they want to go in
for the kill.”

Production will cease by the end of the year
after a 90-day ‘consultation period’ between
management and unions. It is unclear how
the workers will respond, and if Linamar
will honour its pension commitments to the
workers the way Visteon failed to do.

Gillan ruling, saying: “In my view, section
44 is being used far too often on a random
basis without any reasoning behind its use”.

On the surface this seems like an impressive
climb-down by the state, highlighting no
doubt the new caring and sharing coalition
government in action, but as anarchists we
need to look carefully and ask what the
motivations behind such a seemingly generous
act are. Certainly in future political activists
won’t be targeted in the same way through the
powers of the Terrorism Act, but there
continues to be an arsenal of legalisation at
the police’s disposal they can use against
those who continue to question the authority
of the state.
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Now that the spectacle of the beautiful game
of bribery, corruption and exploitation is over,
the FIFA ‘family’ will be heading home with
their millions, leaving the South African state
to cope with losses made from the empty
seats at World Cup matches. At the end of
the not-so-stylish Spain versus Holland final,
the commentators calmly suggested that Sepp
Blatter and co now have the responsibility to
follow through with legacy promises. Yet, as
with the Olympics, promises of positive legacy
are only made to distract people from the
real situation. South Africa has delivered to
millions of global televisions, but a smooth
public relations operation does not translate
into benefits for the people.

Building new stadia especially for the World
Cup has nothing to do with legacy. What will
they be used for now? They couldn’t even be
filled during the World Cup; they will never
be filled afterwards. Indeed, more money is
made for FIFA by building new, or an excess
of stadia, through overun and the gaining of
contracts. As Danny Jordaan, chief executive
of the World Cup 2010 organising committee,
admitted in an interview with the Financial
Times on 8th June, “It’s better for us to
build brand new stadiums”. But it’s nothing
to do with South Africa’s future potential to
host other international money-making events,
rather about making money now for the
FIFA ‘family’. Jordaan said that they want
“reconciliation, nation-building; we want

i
jo in Durban for the World

Cup to come to Kennedy Road and to see
for themselves the human cost of
misdirecting resources into stadiums and
so on in a country where the poor are still
suffering. We are dying while you are
celebrating and we are dying because of
the way in which you are celebrating. This
tournament should have been organised in
such a way that we could all celebrate

together — Abahlali base
Statement, 4th July 2010 , ’

social cohesion”. That probably means they
want a receptive nation where they can return
to for future corporate adventures, perhaps
enforced by the further implementation of
the Accelerated and Shared Growth Initiative
of South Africa. Continuing the wave of
corporate social investment, whilst clamping
down on resistance: very cohesive.

In contrast to the account in the feature
article of the last edition of Freedom, 1 think
talk of the World Cup bringing any advantages

The real World Cup

J

or unity to the people of South Africa is, at
best, naive. There have of course been
successes: for FIFAa and their allies. Despite
the recession, pre-sold television rights and
sponsorship made this the most profitable
World Cup ever for FIFA, with new brands
prepared to throw money at FIFA. New
markets have been opened up on a number
of levels, with wealthy, mainly white, middle
classes in South Africa being introduced to
football. FIFA has walked away with an
estimated £2.5bn in tax-free profit.

The situation on the ground is one where
public health is a disaster, with thousands of
people dying from AIDS, only half of black
families with a flushing toilet and 43% living
on about £1.50 a day. Meanwhile, education
is in chaos and racial divisions are still a
massive problem. The World Cup extravaganza
did more than simply ignore these problems,
but it made them worse and distracted
people from them by giving the impression
that South Africa is somehow now a
‘capable’ nation. Yes, it has hosted perhaps
the biggest global ‘public’ event, but it still
perpetuates the biggest gap between rich and
poor people in the world. Being a willing
partner in corporate globalisation is not a
sign of success.

Between late May and until 15th July, all
protests and marches were declared illegal in
South Africa: hard won constitutional rights
suspended for the benefit of a smooth running
corporate party. In the lead up to the World
Cup, people have been violently displaced
and there has been widespread resistance,
such as countless wildcat strikes mainly in
the construction industries. All this despite
longstanding problems of police brutality,

\
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such as the 2004 torture of Landless Peoples
Movement activists and police general Bheki
Cele’s 2008 ‘shoot to kill’ order. During the
event, there have been strikes by thousands
of stewards, which lead to all stewards being
fired (including those who weren’t on strike)
and their jobs being done by police instead.
Police responded violently to these strikes
with tear-gas, rubber bullets and percussive
grenades, with some strikers being severely
injured. Stewards had ignored forms they
were asked to sign to give an undertaking
that they would not withdraw their labour
again during the World Cup. World Cup
chief Danny Jordaan said: “This is an
employer, employee wage dispute. We find it
unacceptable for them to disrupt match day
proceedings.”

It is positive that people throughout the
host nation have been willing to resist
existing problems and those brought by the
World Cup, using the attention the World
Cup has brought to their country, despite
massive repression. It is a great shame,
although no great surprise, that the world’s
media has done little to assist them, despite
explicit invitations by groups like Abahlali
baseMjondolo. It remains for more solidarity
work to be done and to continue to inform
people about the inherent anti-democratic
nature of global sporting events.

For more info see:

* http://abahlali.org

* www.transparencyinsport.org

* http://www.ukzn.ac.za/ccs/files/
Bond%20%20A%20Political%20Economy%200f%
20the%20Soccer%20World%20Cup%202010.pdf

 http://pitchinvasion.net
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On Saturday 3rd July, approximately one
million people came to central London for
Pride. Although it was billed as an opportunity
to celebrate the events of 40 years ago — the
1969 Stonewall Rebellion, followed by the
formation of the Gay Liberation Front — it
seems that much of that radical history has
been forgotten.

Many lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender
and queer people — and anarchists — have
heard of the ‘Stonewall Riots’, but are a bit
hazy about what actually happened.

At the end of the ’60s, New York City
gave LGBT people the chance to find
community, or at least escape small-town
homophobia. Gays used public spaces, and a
number of bars. These were small and dingy,
owned by Mafia men who routinely sold
watered-down liquor. They charged a cover
on the door, and high prices for the booze.
The police received regular pay-offs, and in
return would usually warn the owners
before they staged their raids.

The police had many laws at their disposal,
including the New York State Penal Code.
Bars which openly served homosexuals, or
permitted them to dance with each other,
could be labelled “disorderly houses”. Plain-
clothes police officers were used to entrap
gay men for “soliciting men for the purpose
of committing a crime against nature”, while
“sumptuary laws” were used against anyone
not wearing “gender appropriate clothing”.

The Stonewall Inn (pictured below left) was
raided in the early hours of Saturday 28th
June 1969. Many of those present — especially
the street youth, the butches and the drag
queens — had been harassed, beaten, arrested
and invasively searched by cops. They felt like
they had nothing to lose, and every reason
to fight back this time. Enough was enough.
Stilettos, bottles, coins, and bricks were thrown.
The cops found themselves trapped inside the
bar, while a crowd of angry queers outside

Stonewall was a riot

tried to set fire to it. The riots continued for
days and nights, with over a thousand
people out in the streets on the Wednesday.

The Stonewall Rebellion sparked the Gay
Liberation Front, which then organised the
first Gay Pride march exactly one year later, on
‘Christopher Street Liberation Day’ (pictured
below right). The GLF was explicitly revolu-
tionary, and aligned itself with other radical
social movements, for example anti-war
protesters and the Black Panther party. The
GLF were against patriarchy, against capitalism,
against colonialism, against exploitative gay
bars, and they organised without a formal,
hierarchical structure. These ideas spread
quickly, and a GLF group formed in London.
Its members established communes, often in
squatted houses, and were active on a broad
range of issues, seeing the struggle for sexual
liberation as part of a wider struggle for all
kinds of liberation.

Pride events now happen around the world
every year. In some places, it is still a struggle
to create this level of public visibility, and
fascist groups threaten violence against
marchers.

However here, Pride has been de-
politicised and increasingly commercialised.
From 1999 to 2003, the whole event was
re-branded as ‘Mardi Gras’ (copying Sydney,
Australia), and the free post-march festival
was replaced with a ticketed event, with
corporate sponsors. Pride London, a charity,
has now taken over the organisation, but
followed the same route: a themed parade
(not a march, or a protest), with lavishly-
decorated floats representing the LGBT
‘community’, and the latest assimilationist
campaigns, for example the ‘rights’ of gay
people to get married, get a mortgage, join
the military, etc. The police, armed forces
and prison service march proudly — this
year the Home Office float has one of the
loudest sound-systems. Pride is used to sell

COMMENT

London as a destination for gay tourists.

The GLF used to urge people to come out,
and join in. But each year, participation in
the parade is more strictly controlled, the
sides are sealed off and stewards are instructed
not to let spectators in. So yes, there are
more people coming along to the West End
to celebrate Pride, but for them the march is
pure spectacle, something to watch go by, not
something to be part of. The ‘gay lifestyle’ has
been packaged up and sold to us, capitalism
continues to see LGBT folk as yet another
category of consumer to exploit.

Queer resistance has come in many forms.
New York activists questioned the whole
notion of ‘Pride’ and created ‘Gay Shame
awards’ instead. Here in London, anarch@-
queers have set up alternatives to the gay
mainstream, and to Pride itself, occupying
space both on the march and afterwards. A
spoof newspaper, the Pink Pauper, has
appeared twice. Last year’s flyers questioned
the need for hate-crime legislation, and
criticised police and prison service LGBT
recruitment drives. Placards and banners like
‘Queers Bash Back against Homophobia’,
‘Fuck the Pink Pound’, ‘Queers against
Capitalism’ attract the unwelcome attention
of the Met, and Pride organisers; both of
whom seem to find radical politics much
more offensive than, for example, the
presence of a float-full of LGBT Shell
employees!

Radical queers are active in a range of
struggles, and seem to be especially well-
represented in No Borders and anti-prison
groups. Bent Bars was established last year
to link up LGBT prisoners with pen-pals on
the outside, and now need more pen-pals.

London anarcha feminist kolektiv
lafk@riseup.net

For more info at about Bent Bars see http://www.
co-re.org/joomla/index.php/bent-bars.
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