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THESSAI.ONIKI 4 WALK FREE!

Political activists win massive
victory in court

The appeal trial of the four European political
activists, including UK anarchist Simon
Chapman, ended with vindication of the
defendants, who walked free after a long and
fraught eight year battle against prosecution
by the Greek state. The six-day trial was the
climax to one of the most important solidarity

campaigns for a UK anarchist in recent years,

who, along with six other comrades, had
been fitted up by the Greek state over the
riots during the anti-capitalist EU Summit
protests in Thessaloniki in 2003.

The four have effectively won their appeal
against their convictions, which held sentences
ranging from five to eight and a half years.
All the initial charges were dropped, apart
from ‘distinguished defiance of authority’
which was then reduced to ‘minor defiance
of authority’ a misdemeanour, carrying a
six-month suspended sentence.

According to legal sources in Greece this
was the best the juries could ever do, since
they had to be charged of something in
order to justify the six months they had
already spent in prison back in 2003. The
final verdict was three judges against, four
jurors in favour of the defendants.
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| Studerﬂs and acu-.dsts, ineludmg m?f -
university. Again. The popular Hetherington R

management to sell off has been mpened inr ﬁse by

énd staff as part of the campalgn

against fees and cuts, and the demand for free educaﬂun

NO BRIBING? YOU CAN'T BE SERIOUS!

For the second time in less than a year, the
bribery law that was supposed to have been
brought in to stop BAE from repeating its ‘buy
one get one backhander free’ approach to
commerce has been delayed.

What’s notable about this is that even elements
of the ruling class are running out of patience
with the state’s faffing about, with the Financial
Times noting that “to delay once was unfortunate

.. the delay twice looks like recalcitrance.”
However there are good reasons why the state
might wish to hold out against pressure from
US and EU countries which have been losing
business — its companies have been making a
great deal of money out of the whole thing.

Figures from the defence industry to construc-
tion firms have been lining up to call the new rules
on graft ‘too vague’, attacking them in particular

for demanding that companies stop sending
buttering people up in exchange for a bit of action.

On the domestic level, it’s likely that gratuities
(where you treat someone to something they
can’t afford rather than pay them direct) will be
taken off the list of “things which could unduly
influence people”.

The next set of revisions will now look at the
excuse ‘but they’re all doing it’ before coming
to a conclusion later in the year.

New laws are unlikely to significantly impact
on the amount of bribery practiced by some of
the world’s biggest companies however. Inter-
nationally, an investigation into BAE’s large-
scale buying off of bureaucrats in their quest to
sell arms was successfully quashed by Tony
Blair on the grounds their actions were “in the
national interest.”
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NEWS

ANTI-CUTS ROUNDUP

EDINBURGH: Forestry Commission staff in
Edinburgh held a demonstration over plans
to slash up to 150 jobs at the government
agency’s city HQ. The proposed cuts at
Corstorphine, where the demonstration was
held, come as 26% of the commission’s budget
is cut between now and 2015. Between 100
and 150 jobs will go, along with another
300 in England, staff were warned.

LIVERPOOL: Hundreds of council workers
marched through the streets of Liverpool on
Saturday 29th January against the Labour
controlled council’s plan to cut 1,500 jobs.
Council leader and self-styled socialist Joe
Anderson joined the march in a show of
solidarity with those he will soon be forcing
out of work. Several protesters angered by
his presence booed the Labour politician as
the march progressed through the streets,
leading to angry exchanges. “What else can
[ do?” he asked. “Resign,” came the reply.

OXFORD: As part of the national day of
action against library closures there were
read-ins at seven different libraries in the area
under the banner ‘carnival of resistance to
closures’. After a 300-strong meeting the
week before as part of the Oxfordshire anti-
cuts alliance groups have organised demos
against the cuts to essential local services.

PORTSMOUTH: The biggest demonstration

seen in the area since the 1980s, Havant,
near Portsmouth, saw hundreds of people
take to the streets to confront the universities
minister David Willetts about the education
cuts and tuition fees as well as the loss of
1,200 jobs at Hampshire Council.

SHEFFIELD: Hundreds of anti-cuts protesters
descended on Sheffield Town Hall demanding
to know why they were having to pay for a
crisis they did not create. The demonstration,
organised by the Sheffield Anti Cuts Alliance,
saw homemade banners and placards from
local schools, student and public sector unions,
all under threat in the area from the cuts.

SOUTHWARK: Anarchists were encouraged
to visits the picket line of the speech and
language therapists strike in south London
on 3rd February. Later there was a rally in
support of the heath workers opposite
Southwark Town Hall. Southwark Primary
Care Trust’s speech and language therapists
(SaLT) voted by a large majority to take
strike action over a dispute which could .

see the loss of 30% of the staff.

STROUD: Gloucester County Council plans
to cut its library service budget by 43% —

at least ten libraries will face closure, including
those in the county’s most disadvantaged

areas and all mobile library services will be
completely cut — affecting elderly and disabled
people. As a response Friends of Gloucester-
shire Libraries held a street protest outside
Stroud library with a variety of people reading
from both their own and their favourite books.

LENS CAP READING, WRITING, REBELLING

Around 50 people, including activists and anarchists from Community Action Lewisham, occupied New
Cross Library in south east London for 24 hours. Along with music and food there was a ‘read in’, to

highlight the council’s plans to close the library because of government cuts. There is already massive
local support to keep the essential service open.

The National Shop Stewards Network (NSSN)
is on the verge of self-destruction after the
recent conference ended in turmoil with the
mass resignation of the majority of NSSN
officers. Originally conceived by the RMT
union the network was designed to be an
independent rank-and-file trade union organisa-
tion, which included many syndicalists and
anarcho-syndicalists. The specially convened
conference on Saturday 22th January was
attended by some 400 trade union militants
and political activists with the purpose of
discussing the proposal from the Socialist
Party (SP) to form a specific NSSN anti-cuts
campaign.

The proposal originally put on the table in
December split the NSSN steering committee,
with every member of the SP in favour of it
and every non-member of the SP (17 in all)
against. The 17, who had previously warned
of the damaging tactics of the SP, came from
diverse political backgrounds — genuine
independents and syndicalists, to members of
other left wing groups, many having served
on the committee for the entire five years of
existence of the NSSN. They included the
national chair of the NSSN, Dave Chapple, a
prominent CWU activist, anarcho-syndicalist
and occasional Freedom contributor, who had
been the chair of the committee since its
Inception.

Reports from the conference suggest stage-
managed sectarian bullying by the SP who
had already packed the meeting with their
supporters. In the end the room voted 305

NSSN Officers resign en-bloc

in favour of the SP proposal as opposed to
89 for the alternative proposal of working
with pre-exisitng anti-cuts organisations to
build and launch a single national anti-cuts
organisation early in 2011.

At a meeting immediately following the
conference, the majority of NSSN/Shop
Stewards Network national officers — all of
those not in the Socialist Party — resigned
their positions. In a formal statement they
made their anger clear: “We have decided
that we cannot continue to be activists in an
organisation that, following the conference
decision on 22nd January, is now controlled
by the Socialist Party. The NSSN was
established to become a strong independent
organisation of trades union activists, with
trades council and trades union branch
affiliates. Its meetings cannot function as
independent voting bodies if all major
decisions are to be taken beforehand by the
Socialist Party. None of our trades council or
trade union branch affiliates can continue to
be linked to the NSSN on that basis.”

What now then for the future of a militant
grassroots workplace organising? The 89
who voted against the SP walked out of the
meeting and reconvened in a nearby pub
where discussions were held on the next step,
deciding unanimously to continue the work
of trade union activists’ solidarity on an
organised national basis, with the syndicalists,
rightly, insisting that any new network would
never again fall under the leadership of a
single political party.
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The cover-up that

Looking at GlaxoSmithKlein's
latest medical malpractice:
Avandia

When is a medicine not a medicine? When

it’s a stone cold serial killer with a cabal of
senior corporate executives colluding in the
murder spree on the grounds it makes a /ot
of money.

Anti-diabetes drug Avandia has been stalking
its prey for nearly 20 years now, bringing in
around $3 billion per annum for most of
that time. As drugs go it’s pretty much the
golden goose laying very convincing-looking
golden eggs.

But what British company GlaxoSmithKlein
(GSK) never told the buyers of those eggs
was that they were laced with poison. And
by the time this burial of the truth was fully
uncovered in June last year by a whistleblower,
an estimated 47,000 people had suffered heart
failure, stroke or death in the US alone.

Thessaloniki 4 walk free!
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After three weeks of court dates, adjourn-
ments and a lawyers strike — Simon Chapman,
Suleiman ‘Kastro’ Dakdouk and Michalis
Triakapis were found not guilty of all but
one minor charge, with Fernando Perez
Gorraiz being found not guilty of all charges.
Despite the outcome Michalis remains behind
bars on an unrelated matter.

This has been an amazing outcome to a
saga that began on 21st July 2003 with the
initial violent arrests during the demonstra-
tions against the European leaders, through
to the two months of hunger strikes and
international solidarity campaigns that won
its first victory with the release from prison of

Released in 1999, Avandia was the new
wunderkind for fighting diabetes. By helping
people to regulate their own insulin levels, it
provided a new lease of life for around six
million people, including nearly 100,000
Britons.

As far as can be told, despite its proud
claim that it had done 26 separate clinical
trials, at this point the company had no idea
that the drug raised the risk of a heart attack
in an already at-risk group by up to 46%.

Emails found by an investigation into the
company show precisely what lengths its
chiefs went to in remaining ignorant after all
these trials, when two internal studies were
unceremoniously blocked from public view
via the written note “not a chance” when they
highlighted possible trouble with Avandia.

Despite their best efforts however senior
managers at GSK (and the main drug
monitoring body in the US, the FDA) probably
did know something two years later, when a
warning was issued that in Canada that
possible liver and cardiac problems linked to
the drug should be monitored.

the original seven detainees in November 2003.
According to the Thessaloniki Solidarity
campaign, who worked tirelessly in support

of the accused, “this shouldn’t be seen as
‘justice being seen to be done’, as we do not
believe that justice is a value known to any
court, but it is a victory for the four who
stood up in their defiance against the power
of the Greek state — as they did during the
days of the EU summit in 2003 — and a
victory of our collective solidarity when faced
with the criminality of power. What limited
power we may have in such circumstances
was flexed and the limitations of their power
laid bare. Ultimately it is with the compliance

lled thousands

But mounting evidence continued to be
ignored until 2007, when an independent
report explaining the link in full was
published in the New England Journal
of Medicine and slapped on the table of
the FDA.

This was met with a stony silence.

The FDA, which relies on drug companies’
own reports to make its decisions on drug
safety and takes 65% of its funding from
industry ‘user fees’, chose to listen hardest to
GSK’s own reassessment of Avantia, which
argued the report was hokum by comparing
it to figures it had concocted for a completely
different type of complaint.

It would not be until a court case was
brought by 10,000 disgruntled former patients
in 2008, netting £407 million (around 13%
of GSK’s Avandia-related take) that the full
story would come to light and the drug
banned in the US and EU.

This, incidentally, while another drug
already existed, Actos, which was free of such
problems while doing the same job.

Rob Ray

of those outside the direct employment of the
state that ensures the repressive mechanisms
maintain their social legitimacy, it is also by
our non-acceptance of this compliance that
we can break down and defend ourselves
whether in the courts or on the streets.

“We move forward with this victory, with
the knowledge that other comrades in Greece
continue to face the brutality of repression
and the violence of imprisonment — until all
are free we continue to fight by any means
for them and all of us.”

Turn to pages 8 and 9 of this issue of Freedom for a
report on what happened during the trial.
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ANALYSIS

Many people arrested on the student protests
have had conditions imposed by the police
when given bail, usually ‘not to attend
protests’ or to ‘stay out of Westminster’.
There are legal methods of challenging these
condition on the grounds that they breach
European Convention of Human Rights in
particular Article 10 ‘Freedom of Expression’
and Article 11 ‘Freedom of Assembly’.
However these are expensive and time
consuming. So we say — just ignore them.
Here’s why.

Why the cops put everybody on bail

In the good old days if the police nicked you
they would charge you with the most serious
offence they could think of and either take
you to court in the morning or let you out
with a court date a few days or at most a
couple of weeks later. The Crown Prosecution
Service (CPS) got fed up of this as they were
always having to reduce the charges to
something more realistic. So now the cops
aren’t allowed to charge anything except
really minor stuff, e.g drunk and disorderly.
Instead they prepare a file of evidence which
1s sent to the CPS who then decide what the
appropriate charge is. Aside from laziness,
incompetence and inefficiency both cops and
CPS have positive reasons to slow the
process down. The cops like keeping people
on bail because it’s a punishment in itself,
especially if there are conditions attached,
while the CPS get paid however long it
takes. This leads to people being on bail for
months even years with disruption to their
lives and ongoing psychological pressures.
We need to resist this individually and
collectively.

Breaching bail conditions is not a criminal
offence!

What many people don’t know is that
breaking bail conditions is not the same as
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Why you should ignore police bail conditions

Above, at the recent student protests many of those arrested have had bail conditions
imposed on them; below left, police arrest a photographer and attempt to take his
camera from him at the Poll Tax riot on 31st March 1990.

failing to surrender to bail (turning up on
the date given on your bail sheet, whether to
a court or to return to a police station).
Failure to surrender is a crime (Section 6
Bail Act 1976). Although it should be said
the courts take failure to surrender to the
cops far less seriously than skipping court,
and CPS guidelines state that failure to
answer police bail should not be prosecuted
at all where the substantive case is dropped.
Breaking conditions imposed when you
are give bail is not a crime. If you break bail
conditions you can be arrested (Police and
Criminal Evidence Act 1984 section 46A
|1A]). In theory you can be arrested if the
pigs think you’re going to break bail
conditions (Section 7 Bail Act 1976) but,

"l

and here’s the good bit, in either case they
have to bring you before a court within 24
hours of arrest (not including Sundays,
Christmas Day or Good Friday). Now some
people may be afraid that the Court will
remand them. But the Courts can only
remand people who’ve been charged with an
offence. And that is what the cops don’t
want to do because if you’re charged you
have to be told what you’re suspected of
doing and what the evidence is against you.
This will help your defence by enabling you
to gather information and witnesses to the
incident and demand disclosure of the
police’s own misconduct. We suspect that
the cops are not planning to arrest anyone
for breaching bail just hoping to put people
off demonstrating. In any case it’s almost
unheard of for people to be remanded just
for breaking police bail conditions.

Time to fight back

Being on bail also results in people feeling
they cannot comment or campaign about the
case. Defence lawyers are, by training,
cautious about their clients saying anything
that could harm their defence, and given the
daft things some folk say you can see why.
However, a robust defence campaign that
firmly puts the blame on the police (as with
the Trafalgar Square Defence Campaign for
the Poll Tax demonstration in 1990) is a vital
part of everyone’s individual cases and defying
police attempts to prevent future demonstra-
tions by bail conditions is an important step
towards this. Moreover keeping up the
pressure with more demonstrations and
broadening them to link with other struggles
will increase the political and logistical
pressure against this police victimisation of
protestors.
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NEWS IN BRIEF

BUSINESS: Oil giants Shell have confirmed
they make £1.6m profit every second. The
multi-national fuel producers have just
published their latest financial figures revealing
global profits from all sides of the business
rocketed to $5.7bn (£3.5bn) in the last three
months of 2010 compared with $1.2bn a
year ago. Full year profits reached $18.6bn,
almost double the figure for 2009, making
it the world’s largest trading business — not
just in oil, but also chemicals, natural gas
and even carbon dioxide. One protestor
was heard remarking “At least they’ll burn
well come the revolution.”

POLICE: The Keystone Cops antics of the
Met police made an unwelcome return to the
streets of London as a panicked PC sprayed
cs gas into the faces of peaceful protesters.
A group of mainly students were protesting
outside Boots in central London as part of
the anti-cuts initiative when the over-zealous
cop walked up to a protester and sprayed him
full in the face, spraying others and himself
in the process. Several people needed hospital
treatment for their injuries. It’s unclear why
such an action was necessary given the nature
of the protest, but many fear this may have
been an unsuccessful practice session for a
future public order policing tactic.

EDUCATION: The New Labour president
of the National Union of Students Aaron
Porter felt the wrath of his own members
as he was chased through the streets of
Manchester at the recent anti-cuts national
demonstration. Porter, who called the
Millbank protesters “despicable” and has
distanced himself from the emerging radical
student movement, was confronted by angry
students who questioned his politics. He had
to be escorted inside the university building
by police who were heard to comment “it’s
alright son, I worked with your father”.

PUBLIC SECTOR: Cameron’s big society

just got a little smaller with all the Citizens
Advice Bureau in Birmingham being forced
to close after the council withdrew its funding.
The advice centres, essential for free legal
advice of housing and employment issues,
especially for those on low incomes, are to
go with the loss of 45 staff.

NHS: Never let it be said the Tory’s don’t
understand the term ‘we’re all in it together’.
When it comes to carving up the NHS they’re
certainly never far apart. Andrew Lansley is
the coalition health secretary charged with
preparing the health service for privatisation
by introducing “competing partners from all
sectors”. Step up John Nash, the chairman of
Care UK. Mr Nash, a private equity tycoon,
who manages several businesses providing
services to the NHS and stands to be one
of the biggest beneficiaries of Conservative
policies to increase the use of private health
providers. The same Mr Nash who back in

November 2010, gave £21,000 to fund
Andrew Lansley’s personal office.

COMMENT

The bookshop

Third is the series of user
groups that operate out of the
Freedom Press building

Freedom bookshop is one of only a handful
of radical bookshops still in existence in the
country* and, along with Housmans and the
socialist outlet Bookmarks, part of the last
three surviving political booksellers in
London. It remains the only anarchist
bookshop in the UK (that is, owned and run
by anarchists and featuring predominantly
anarchist literature).

Let’s put that in some perspective. At its
height in the 1980s the Federation of Radical
Booksellers could number over sixty radical
bookshops throughout the UK, which could
easily compete with the mainstream and
independent shops.

Fast forward to the present day and,
according to the Booksellers Association, in
2009 independent bookshops closed at the
rate of two a week, citing the ease of online
shopping as the main reason for the
depletion in independent retailers. And yet
despite the internet, and the dominance of
Amazon in particular, where buying books
has become a simple mouse-click away, the
need for a bricks and mortar building, a
concrete physical space has never quite gone
away.

We may be a hidden gem stuck down the
back streets of East London dwarfed by the
Whitechapel Art Gallery, but the bookshop
continues to thrive and grow, both as an
port of call for those interested in radical
political ideas and also as a hub for
anarchists and radicals to meet and socialise.
Rarely can you go to Freedom bookshop
now without bumping into a member of

Whitechapel Anarchist Group brewing a

fresh pot of Zapatista coffee or a Solfed
comrade dropping off the latest copies of
Catalyst — indeed on certain days you can
get an in-depth anarchist history lesson from
a member of the Anarchist Federation
working behind the (new) counter.

Anarchism shouldn’t just be an enclave
for the committed, but an open invitation
for the curious. And this is where the book-
shop comes into its own. The internet may
offer instant gratification on all things
anarchist, indeed some have built their
political careers out of internet anarchism,
but it is also isolating and dislocating,
all that melts into air remains, well, just
melted air.

So what does Freedom bookshop do? At
its most basic level it contributes to the
discourse. When things are kicking off
globally, when mass movements are being
re-formed daily in city squares in order to
topple leaders, when students rage through
the streets of the capital, when local libraries
get occupied and town halls get stormed,
when the political certainties of the past
decade are being discarded and banking
systems are visibly decaying from within — it
is then when radical ideas become the most
natural response.

Yes the bookshop provides a focus, an
opportunity to embrace and discover anarchist
ideas, but perhaps more importantly there is
something concrete and real to embrace, a
solid foundation with which those ideas are
built on. A local shop for the anarchist
community sure, but also a doorway into a
world of actually existing political activity.
All we ask is that you step in.

* Only six members of the Booksellers Association
fall into the radical/alternative category:
Bookmarks, Housmans, News From Nowhere in
Liverpool, October Books in Southampton,
Radish in Leeds, and Word Power in Edinburgh
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