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Cops Clampdown Critical Mass 
Cyclists but the worst is still 
to come
The Metropolitan Police arrested 182 cyclists 
for straying too close to the Olympic venue. 
They were taking part in the regular Critical 
Mass, which has taken place on the last 
Friday of every month for the past 18 years. 
The Mass is famous for having no pre­
organised route, or even organisers. Those 
who turn up on the night decide where the 
ride is to go.

The nature of the Critical Mass puts it 
into direct confrontation with current police 
strategies for ‘facilitating protest’. Public 
order strategies, which are applied to all 
large gatherings, whether protest related or 
not, invariably prioritise the capacity of the 
police to control and restrict freedom of 
movement. Police forces across the UK have 
shown an intolerant approach to any assembly 
or procession which is spontaneous, which 
has taken place without formal notification 
(>r which has diverted from a pre-agreed route. 
Any gathering without organisers, or that 
has not engaged with the police in advance 
is likely to be treated with suspicion. The 
Critical Mass falls foul of all these things, 

page 3 »

LENS CAP OLYMPIC GRAFFITI

A statue of Olympic mascot Wenlock situated in London’s Brick Lane - the graffiti lasted for just a 
day before it was removed. See pages 12 ands 13 for a look at how the IOC operates as a global 
brand and how it generates and uses its funds.

MELTDOWN CONTINUES
Climate change has been on the back burner 
for .i while, but just because the media has 
other interests doesn’t mean it’s gone away. 
So we would like to draw readers’ attention 
to the continuing decline in Arctic sea ice.

Sea ice in the Arctic melts each year in 
spring and summer, reaching a minimum in 
mid-September.

In 2007 there was a dramatic escalation in 
the area of ocean that became ice free.

This year there is already two million 
square kilometres (that’s a hundred times the 
size of Wales) more open sea than the long 
term average for this time of year.

So that means that the North West 
passage is now open and soon shipping will 
be able to travel to Japan and China far 
more quickly and the vast mineral resources 
of the Arctic Ocean will be exploitable, 

especially its oil, which will help to further 
increase global warming.

The longer term consequences of this 
meltdown are far more catastrophic, and 
potentially unfathomable as the Arctic 
provides a mirror reflecting sunlight that, 
once gone, will accelerate climate change in 
the area. This will then release the massive 
methane deposits which are presently locked 
both undersea and in the permafrost on the 
northern tundra, and methane is a far more 
powerful greenhouse gas than carbon 
dioxide.

You can follow the unfolding picture day by day on:
• Cryosphere today

http://arctic.atmos.uiuc.edu/cryosphere/
• National Snow and Ice Data Centre

http://nsidc.org/
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NEWS
FREEDOM STOCKISTS
You can now pick up your monthly copy 
of Freedom at the following venues.

LONDON
• Freedom Bookshop, 84b Whitechapel High

Street, London El 7QX, tel 020 7247 9249 
email shop@freedompress.org.uk
http://www.freedompress.org.uk/

• 56A Infoshop, 56 Crampton Street, London
SE17 3AE, email info@56a.org.uk
http://www.56a.org.uk/

• Housmans Bookshop, 5 Caledonian Road,
London N1 9DX, tel 020 7837 4473
email shop@housmans.com
http://www.housmans.com/

• London Action Resource Centre (LARC),
62 Fieldgate Street, London El 1ES
tel 020 7377 9088, http://www.londonarc.org/

• Newham Bookshop, 745-747 Barking Road,
London E13 9ER, tel 020 8552 9993 
email info@newhambooks.co.uk
http://www.newhambooks.co.uk/

BRIGHTON
• Cowley Club Social Centre, 12 London Road, 

Brighton BN1 4JA, tel 01273 696104 
email cowleyclub@riseup.net
http://cowleyclub.org.uk/

BIRMINGHAM
• Birmingham Bike Foundry, 1539 Pershore Road, 

Stirchley, Birmingham B30 2JH, tel: 0121 459
7276, email: info@birminghambikefoundry.org 
http://birminghambikefoundry.org

BRISTOL
• Hydra Books, 34 Old Market, Bristol BS2 OEZ 

I tel: 0117 3297401 email info@hydrabooks.org 
http://www.hydrabooks.org/

• Kebele Social Centre, 14 Robertson Road, 
Bristol BS5 6JY, tel 0117 9513086, 
email kebelesocialcentre@riseup.nef 
http://www.kebelecoop.org
OTTINGHAM

• Sumac Centre, 245 Gladstone Street, 
Nottingham NG7 6HX, tel 0115 960 8254, 
email sumac@veggies.org.uk 
http://www.veggies.org.uk/sumac

LIVERPOOL
• News from Nowhere Bookshop, 96 Bold Street, 

Liverpool LI 4HY, tel 0151 708 7270 
email nfn@newsfromnowhere.org.uk 
http://www.newsfromnowhere.org.uk/

EDINBURGH
• AK Press online, AK Distribution, PO Box 12766, 

Edinburgh, Scotland EH8 9YE
email ak@akedin.demon.co.uk
http://www.akuk.com/

• Autonomous Centre of Edinburgh (ACE)
17 West Montgomery Place, Edinburgh EH7 5HA 
tel 0131 557 6242
email ace@autonomous.org.uk
http://www.autonomous.org.uk/

• Word Power Books, 43-45 West Nicolson Street,
Edinburgh EH8 9DB, tel 0131 662 9112
email books@word-power.co.uk
http://www.word-power.co.uk/ 

SOUTHAMPTON
October Books, 243 Portswood Road,
Southampton SO 17 2NG, tel 023 8058 1030 
email info@octoberbooks.org

LENS CAP BOW QUARTER

Marching from Mile End Park in East London, counter-olympics protestors pause outside Bow Quarter.

The water tower at Bow Quarter is one of several sites to be used for controversial surface to air missiles 

during the Olympics. The marchers continued to Wennington Green for a range of inspiring speeches.

Legal Defence
The Legal Defence and Monitoring Group 
(LDMG) was founded in 1994 from the 
experience of the Trafalgar Square Defence 
Campaign and the need for legal observers 
on demonstrations to provide independent 
evidence of police misbehaviour and also to 
distribute legal information and solicitors’ 
numbers.

We hold regular trainings for legal 
observing and also arrange defendants 
meeting after major actions; attend court 
with defendants and co-ordinate with 
solicitors on witness and evidence gathering. 

We do legal and practical policing 
workshops ranging from hundreds of people 
at student occupations to one on one advice 
to individual arrestees. We often act as a 
McKenzie Friend for those who can’t get 
legal representation.

. We have a website with extensive 
information and, aside from bust cards, our 
principle publication is No Comment, a 

pamphlet which gives advice on what to do 
if you’re arrested. All the reprints of No 
Comment, and the vast majority of LDMG’s 
income, comes from donations made by 
people who have sued the police. We help 
and encourage anyone who has been 
acquitted to take the cops to court as the 
most effective way to punish police excesses 
and support others in future.

If you need to contact us in writing, the 
address is BM Haven, WC1N 3XX, or you 
can pop into Freedom Bookshop at 84b 
Whitechapel High Street, London El 7QX 
any Friday from 12noon until 6pm for a 
chat.

LDMG works closely with other support 
organisations including the Green and Black 
Cross, Newham Monitoring Project and 
Anarchist Black Cross and is also part of the 
Network for Police Monitoring.

• The LDMG website is at www.ldmg.org.uk

Photo © M
ax R

eeves

mailto:shop%40freedompress.org.uk
http://www.freedompress.org.uk/
mailto:info%4056a.org.uk
http://www.56a.org.uk/
mailto:shop%40housmans.com
http://www.housmans.com/
http://www.londonarc.org/
mailto:info%40newhambooks.co.uk
http://www.newhambooks.co.uk/
mailto:cowleyclub%40riseup.net
http://cowleyclub.org.uk/
mailto:info%40birminghambikefoundry.org
http://birminghambikefoundry.org
mailto:info%40hydrabooks.org
http://www.hydrabooks.org/
mailto:kebelesocialcentre%40riseup.nef
http://www.kebelecoop.org
mailto:sumac%40veggies.org.uk
http://www.veggies.org.uk/sumac
mailto:nfn%40newsfromnowhere.org.uk
http://www.newsfromnowhere.org.uk/
mailto:ak%40akedin.demon.co.uk
http://www.akuk.com/
mailto:ace%40autonomous.org.uk
http://www.autonomous.org.uk/
mailto:books%40word-power.co.uk
http://www.word-power.co.uk/
mailto:info%40octoberbooks.org
http://www.ldmg.org.uk

