FREEDOM

Cops Clampdown Critical Mass
Cyclists but the worst is still
to come

The Metropolitan Police arrested 182 cyclists
for straying too close to the Olympic venue.
They were taking part in the regular Critical
Mass, which has taken place on the last
Friday of every month for the past 18 years.
The Mass is famous for having no pre-
organised route, or even organisers. Those
who turn up on the night decide where the
ride 1s to go.

The nature of the Critical Mass puts it
into direct confrontation with current police
strategies for ‘facilitating protest’. Public
order strategies, which are applied to all
large gatherings, whether protest related or
not, invariably prioritise the capacity of the
police to control and restrict freedom of
movement. Police forces across the UK have
shown an intolerant approach to any assembly
or procession which is spontaneous, which
has taken place without formal notification
or which has diverted from a pre-agreed route.
Any gathering without organisers, or that
has not engaged with the police in advance
s likely to be treated with suspicion. The
Critical Mass falls foul of all these things.
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brand and how it generates and uses its funds.

MELTDOWN CONTINUES

Climate change has been on the back burner
for a while, but just because the media has
other interests doesn’t mean it’s gone away.
So we would like to draw readers’ attention
to the continuing decline in Arctic sea ice.

Sea ice in the Arctic melts each year in
spring and summer, reaching a minimum in
mid-September.

In 2007 there was a dramatic escalation in
the area of ocean that became ice free.

This year there is already two million
square kilometres (that’s a hundred times the
size of Wales) more open sea than the long
term average for this time of year.

So that means that the North West
passage i1s now open and soon shipping will
be able to travel to Japan and China far
more quickly and the vast mineral resources
of the Arctic Ocean will be exploitable,

especially its oil, which will help to further
increase global warming.

The longer term consequences of this
meltdown are far more catastrophic, and
potentially unfathomable as the Arctic
provides a mirror reflecting sunlight that,
once gone, will accelerate climate change in
the area. This will then release the massive
methane deposits which are presently locked
both undersea and in the permafrost on the
northern tundra, and methane is a far more
powerful greenhouse gas than carbon
dioxide.

You can follow the unfolding picture day by day on:

* Cryosphere today
http://arctic.atmos.uiuc.edu/cryosphere/

* National Snow and Ice Data Centre
http://nsidc.org/
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