FREEDOM

Despite attack, still anarchist
and still standing

At around 5am on Friday 1st February,
unidentified individual(s) damaged window
shutters at the Freedom bookshop. They
then poured in a flammable liquid and set
fire to it. The fire raged through the shop,
resulting in extensive damage that runs to
thousands of pounds.

The majority of damage was to the books,
but also included doors, fixtures, fittings and
irreparable damage to the newspaper archives
that go back to its inception in 1886. The
damage could have been much worse, and
luckily no one was injured or present in the
building at the time.

In the hours, days and weeks after the
attack the first question on everyone’s lips is,
‘who did it?’ The only answer to that at the
moment is that nobody knows for sure. As
you would expect, there has been plenty of
speculation. Some blame the far-right, some
claim the involvement of the state, whilst
others blame disaffected anarchists, and a
handful even claim that the attack was part
of an elaborate insurance scam.

Just for the record and for those who are
not aware, the Freedom bookshop was not
insured.,
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In @ tremendous show of solidarity, over a hundred people came to the shop to help
with the clean-up after the fire.

CAPITALISM IS TO BLAME

The last few weeks has seen the great horse-
meat scandal grow and grow. For some, the
presence of horse DNA in processed beef
products is shocking, for others, it is no real
surprise. Rumours of meat products containing
‘rogue’ ingredients have been doing the rounds
for decades - doner kebabs and corned beef
immediately spring to mind.

The average consumer is horrified at the
thought of eating horsemeat. Firstly, they
assume they have purchased a beef product,
and secondly, horses are not an animal
normally consumed within the British culture.
Food safety appears to be a secondary issue,
although it is reasonable to assume that the
crooks that run this scam are not likely to
1ave adhered to basic food hygiene principles.
t is also reasonable to assume that the horses
\ave not been bred for the food chain - they

are likely to be work animals that have died
through natural causes.

Media coverage of who should shoulder
responsibility for this scandal is interesting,
but not surprising. The blame has now been
manipulated to land at the feet of the consumer
— whose demand for low cost meat has led the
state to turn a blind eye to the food producer’s
disgraceful business practices.

Low cost and poor quality food has been
a feature of the British diet since the Second
World War - and demand has increased over
the last few years following the financial
crisis. However, no consumer ever signed up
to horse meat in beef lasagne, or to have
chickens injected with water and beef protein.
The blame squarely lies with capitalism and
Its state protectors.

Luther Blissett
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LENS CAP WOMEN'S LIBRARY OCCUPATION

|

PmtbSters were evlm from their two-day occupation of The Women’s Library. They had to be dragged
from the soon-to-be-closed building by bailiffs and police.

Affidavit indicates FBI targeted
“anarchists for being anarchists

The newest document released in the Pacific
Northwest Grand Jury case reveals the federal
government’s criminalization of anarchists.
On 30th January, a redacted affidavit was
unsealed by order of Judge Richard Jones.
The affidavit can be found at: http://
nopoliticalrepression.files.wordpress.com/
2013/02/redacted-warrant.pdf

Throughout the document Geoffrey Maron,
an FBI Special Agent assigned to the Joint
Terrorism Task Force, repeatedly refers to
individuals under investigation as being
“known anarchists”, as if the ideology alone
is evidence of a crime. Maron admits that
“many anarchists are law-abiding” but
continuously points to the “Oregon Conspira-
tors” as being known as part of the anarchist
community. Similarly, Maron notes that
some of the Portland police had seen many
of those individuals at squats in Portland - as
if that had any relevance to the investigation

Hoovering up the anarchos

other than that it might corroborate that
the targeted individuals are, in fact,
anarchists.

Likewise, in justifying a pre-emptive
investigation of the May Day protests, Maron
points to an article appearing in the anarchist
magazine Tides of Flame, quoting that writers
there “urge everyone there to skip out on
school and work to take to the streets”. This
passage indicates that, not only was the FBI
monitoring the anarchist press in advance of
the May Day protest, but the quote suggests
that it was precisely the possibility of a
popular mobilisation under the anarchist
banner that prompted law enforcement
attention. Elsewhere, Maron also indicates
that Portland-based anarchists were personally
under surveillance before the May day
protests, and were followed by FBI agents
when they left the city.

Furthermore, according to Maron’s state-
ment, law enforcement used information
gleaned from electronic records to identify
“associates and conspirators” of the
anarchists under investigation. By referring
to “associates” (in addition to “conspirators”),
Maron as much as admits that the FBI is
casting its net over the entire anarchist
movement, not narrowly investigating
specific illegal acts.

The text of this affidavit further strengthens
the argument that the FBI is targeting
anarchists for being anarchists, not for any
alleged crimes.

At present, three people are in jail for
refusing to collaborate with the FBI/Grand
Jury witch hunt, The Committee Against
Political Repression urges everyone to
support Matt Duran, Kteeo Olejnik, and
Maddy Pfeiffer, and to demand that US
Attorney Jenny Durkan end the investigation
immediately.

Committee Against Political repression
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