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Iron Lady finally pops clogs 
aged 87
Baroness Thatcher slipped away peacefully 
on Monday Sth April, in a bed at the Ritz, 
while her malevolent legacy raged on in the 
country she helped to cripple.

Yep, the British PM who sowed the seeds 
of today’s recession, began the privatisation 
ol British industry, caused massive 
unemployment, created the housing crisis, 
sent 255 British soldiers to die in the 
Falklands, closed the mines, destroyed the 
unions, introduced Poll Tax, brought in 
Section 28, publicly cosied up to murderous 
dictators and a great many other crimes 
with which we are all more than familiar, 
has kicked the bucket at last.

11 er legacy looms larger than life, of 
course, but the death of a tyrant is always 
symbolic. Upon hearing of her demise, 
delighted revellers across the country 
immediately took to the streets.

Unsurprisingly, the most lively celebra­
tions took place in poorer and particularly 
Thatcher-bashed areas including Brixton, 
Liverpool and Belfast. And of course the 
famous party in Trafalgar Square, nine years 
m the planning, kicked off at 5pm on 
Saturday 13th [see page 5]. It was well-
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There was a massive police presence around the Brighton seafront for the sixth annual ‘March for 
England’ St George’s Day Parade on 21st April. A far larger presence of counter-demonstrators 
loudly greeted the EDL marchers on the seafront and got their message over loud and clear.

LENS CAP LOSING HIS FLAG

WELFARE REFORMS HIT
I hc government’s dreaded new Welfare
Reform Bill passed into law this month, 
.i I led mg everything from housing benefit and 
Jobseeker’s Allowance to child support and 
Disability Living Allowance.

Promoted as an attempt to ‘simplify the 
well.ire system and make sure work pays’, this 
package of measures is at best a clear bid to 
punish the most vulnerable members of society, 
and al worst a chilling attempt to ‘disappear’ 
those who cannot pay their way.

Of course, farcical ATOS disability assess­
ments have already been a very worrying 
and prominent precursor, with people dying 
days after being deemed ‘fit for work’ - and 
even cases of coma victims being told to 
look for a job.

Tenants preparing for the ‘bedroom tax’ 
have been told that minuscule box rooms 

count as an extra bedroom under the new 
laws and, in many cases, informed that there 
are no suitable alternative properties in their 
local area.

Those who, for whatever reason (be it 
getting to work, a reluctance to interrupt 
their children’s schooling, part-time custody 
of their children, staying near sick family 
members, etc...), need or want to stay where 
they are must pay between 14 and 25% of 
their weekly rent out of their benefits for 
the privilege of having ‘extra’ bedrooms in 
their home.

Meanwhile, millionaires are taking an 
average tax cut of over £100,000, thank 
you very much.

Political satirists are hanging up their key­
boards with a sigh all over the UK.

Luther Blissett
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You can now pick up your monthly copy 
of Freedom at the following venues.

FREEDOM STOCKISTS

LONDON
• Freedom Bookshop, 84b Whitechapel High

Street, London El 7QX, tel 020 7247 9249 
email shop@freedompress.org.uk
http://www.freedompress.org.uk/

• 56A Infoshop, 56 Crampton Street, London
SE17 3AE, email info@56a.org.uk
http://www.56a.org.uk/
Housmans Bookshop, 5 Caledonian Road,
London N1 9DX, tel 020 7837 4473
email shop@housmans.com
http://www.housmans.com/
London Action Resource Centre (LARC),
62 Fieldgate Street, London El 1ES
tel 020 7377 9088, http://www.londonarc.org/ 
Newham Bookshop, 745-747 Barking Road, 
London E13 9ER, tel 020 8552 9993 
email info@newhambooks.co.uk
http://www.newhambooks.co.uk/

BRIGHTON
• Cowley Club Social Centre, 12 London Road, 

Brighton BN1 4JA, tel 01273 696104 
email cowleyclub@riseup.net 
http://cowleyclub.org.uk/

BIRMINGHAM
• Birmingham Bike Foundry, 1539 Pershore Road, 

Stirchley, Birmingham B30 2JH, tel: 0121 459
7276, email: info@birminghambikefoundry.org 
http://birminghambikefoundry.org

BRISTOL
• Hydra Books, 34 Old Market, Bristol BS2 OEZ 

tel: 0117 3297401, email info@hydrabooks.org 
http://www.hydrabooks.org/

• Kebele Social Centre, 14 Robertson Road, 
Bristol BS5 6JY, tel 0117 9513086 
email kebelesocialcentre@riseup.net 
http://www.kebelecoop.org

NOTTINGHAM
• Sumac Centre, 245 Gladstone Street,

Nottingham NG7 6HX, tel 0115 960 8254 
email sumac@veggies.org.uk 
http://www.veggies.org.uk/sumac 

LIVERPOOL
• News from Nowhere Bookshop, 96 Bold Street, 

Liverpool LI 4HY, tel 0151 708 7270
email nfn@newsfromnowhere.org.uk
http:// www. n ewsf ro m n owh ere. o rg. u k/

EDINBURGH
• AK Press online, AK Distribution, PO Box 12766, 

Edinburgh, Scotland EH8 9YE
email ak@akedin.demon.co.uk
http://www.akuk.com/

• Autonomous Centre of Edinburgh (ACE)
17 West Montgomery Place, Edinburgh EH7 5HA 
tel 0131 557 6242
email ace@autonomous.org.uk
http://www.autonomous.org.uk/

• Word Power Books, 43-45 West Nicolson Street, 
Edinburgh EH8 9DB, tel 0131 662 9112
email books@word-power.co.uk
http://www.word-power.co.uk/

SOUTHAMPTON
• October Books, 243 Portswood Road,

!
 Southampton S017 2NG, tel 023 8058 1030 

email info@octoberbooks.org

LENS CAP LIVERPOOL

The Labour Party in Liverpool attempted to usurp the already up and running grassroots anti-bedroom 

tax campaign by organising their own rally. Many local activists went along to challenge the Labour MP’s 
and councillors on their naked opportunism. Unbeknown to the Labour goons on the stage, their stage 

backdrop was replaced early on in the day.

Thatcher dies
<◄page 1
attended despite the rain, with special guests 
including a giant Thatcher effigy that was 
later hung and the National Union of Mine­
workers were there bearing an enormous 
embroidered banner.

Police presence at all these parties was of 
course pretty considerable and the cops were 
gleefully throwing their weight, with a number 
of arrests for street drinking and being drunk 
and disorderly. The soundtrack to most of 
this merrymaking? Need you ask? Ding 
Dong The Witch Is Dead made it to number 
two in the charts the week she died, such 
was the hatred Maggie inspired.

Thatcher’s funeral took place on Wednesday 
17th April. She was the first Prime Minister 
since Churchill to be afforded a state funeral 
with full military honours, which the Home 
Office claimed took place at an estimated 
cost of £3.6m to the taxpayer. Of course a 
very large group of anti-Thatcherites turned 
out to say a final goodbye - most of whom 
made the symbolic gesture of turning away 
as the coffin passed.

Tributes came from ‘left’, right and centrist 
politicians alike... At best they were chillingly 

effusive and at worst they were lily-livered 
and evasive:
“She didn’t just lead our country, she saved 
it” (Cameron).
“She changed our country forever and all of 
us owe so much to her. A legacy few will 
ever equal” (Hague).
“Margaret Thatcher’s belief in freedom and 
optimism about the future overcame all. Her 
determination is our generation’s inspiration” 
(Osborne).
“She will be sadly missed” (Blair). 
“We can disagree and also greatly respect 
her political achievements and her personal 
strength” (Miliband).
“Everyone will be united today in acknowledg­
ing the strength of her personality and the 
radicalism of her politics” (Clegg). 
“A great figure who made a great impression 
on her country’s history” (Hollande). 
“The world has lost one of the great champions 
of freedom and liberty” (Obama).

The worms may have got her body but 
now it’s up to us to eradicate all traces of 
her soul in the framework of British politics. 
Rust in peace, Maggie.
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