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HOT STUFF!

THE COUNTY COUNCIL have agreed a new
deal with the Coal Board which lets them out
of any responsibility for the price charged to
the consumers of the Eastcroft District Heat-
ing Scheme, The new deal will mean extra
costs for:tenantsin St Ann's, the Meadows,
and the Victoria Centre.

At the Policy Committee in January, an
officer's report pointed out that the Coal
Board have continually pressed the Countyv
Council either to accept responsibility for the
whole of the running costs of the incinerator,
or to make a;cash contribution, rec. »iising
"earlier £¢ﬂlur‘eq of the incinerator's opera-
tion so af-; ,to reduce the: cost-of district heating
to domestic consumers" (ie a subsidy).

As the Voice has pointed out, and is made
very clear 1".“_‘-;'%,,._.e8t Ann s and- Meadows

’ s' report, "{arry on

tenants' assQé¢ »‘at"."_ff'.f
Eastcroft" 'v‘no-one how pays the true cost of
heating because, if they did, it would cause a
riot,

The County Council has heat supplied to the
Polytechnic, schools, and other buildings and
has benefitted from reduced costs., The new
deal, which involves rewriting part of the 5
famous sixty year agreement, méans that the
County will now pay the true cost per therm
of heat that these buildings use, plus a profit
element of 5%, In return, they don't make any
payment for past losses and will NOT accept
any responsibility, as refuse authority, for
the price or the supply of heat,

The County O!* cers say that this agree-
ment will mean that its own ""charges should
reduce whereas charges to other consumers
. . . which will in¢lude accumulated losses as
well as costs must continue to increase," " The
County will not, therefor‘e be paying for past
mistakes; everyone else wﬂl be,

Y ou mlght have forgotten that the County
took over the incinerator from the old City
Council, Itis. they, the Coal Beard, and
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‘to be’'in excess of four months,
is‘an average delay of only five weeks,

L

those who designed and built the equipment,
who should pay for past mistakes and not the
consumers, This year's increase in price
should be settled in the next six weeks and
other consumers will be pleased to hear that
the County Council has wriggled out just in
time,

Who profits?

"COUNCIL ACTS to prevent rent dodgers,"
reads a headline in this month's Nottingham
Arrow, Apparently, the Council is worried
that many tenants who fall into arrears with
their rent are, in fact, obtalnmg 1nterest—
free loans. o g '
| It's interesting that Lt's alwavs the

tenants who are blamed for obtalnlng this kind

of "credit", Perhaps the Council would hke

.~ to include a review-of interest owing to::
,—tenants who have to apply for rent rebates
~and allowances.,

According to the Cltv Tr‘easury, tenants
may have to wait up to eight weeks for rent
rebates (paid to council tenants) and possibly
longer for rent allowances (paid to private
tenants), In one case, the delay was known
Even if there
then
the total owed by the City Treasury to tenants
must be in the region of £30 OOO for new

claims alone.

It may not be the fault of the City Treasury
that there are delays in paymg claims., They
say the forms are often filled in wrongly
(they are quite complicated). But then, it may
not always be the fault of counc1l tenants that

- they are in arrears with rent
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i THIRE GOVERNMENT contmues to make
‘inroads into freedom of speech. ]

The Consumer Credit Act, 1974, requires
that all organisations who take on "debt
counselling" (that is, advising on credit,
debts, etc.) have a licence to do so.
Apphcatlons for a licence to give people
advice on debts must be addressed to.the 5

| Director General of Falr‘ Trading who will
" decide whether you can give advic¢e or not,

Most organisations will have to pay £40 for the
licence, although the Director General has

| changed his mind on voluntary organisations
. and said they need not pay - they still need a

licence,

It may be that a lot of people will need a
licence who don't realise it,

Although the Act is vague, it seems that
anyone who gives advice on a regular basis -
i.e, more than two or three times a week -
will need a licence, This could include coun-
cillors, vicars, social workers, tenants'
associations, and, perhaps, even MPs who
hold regular advice surgeries.

The aims of the Act may be very worthy,




it

but that is no excuse for eroding yet another
right to freedom of speech,

ALL CHANGE

GERRY ELLIOTT, current arch-villain
Sheriff of Nottingham, is still without a seat to
fight in the May Council elections., Hence his
increasingly vitriolic public comments about the
insipid Tory group leader Jack Green,

Still he's in good company - former Tory
group leader Fred Woodward is facing the
same problem,

The Tory ward parties are bursting with so
much political talent that, seemingly, only
eight of the present minority membership of
ten can be squeezed onto the lists,

Well, if Gerry remains dogmatic and turns
down suggestions that he could successfully
cross the Council Chamber to a warm Labour
welcome, he could at least be offered some-
thing . . . how about a contest in Clifton?

The Tories' only possible embarrassment then
would be if the old rogue got in on a person-
ality vote,

Meanwhile, things look as unhealthily
undemocratic on the LLabour side as ever,
Mairi Yuill, one of the more independent-

- minded among their ranks, excommunicated for

some time for her opposition to the notorious
council house rent rise, has decided to opt
out of City politics.,

And Peter Price . . . well, he's at last
been offered an election, But in Forest ward,
is it worth as much as a slap in the face with a
cold fish?

Still to come is the selection in Park ward
where one of the nine candidates short-listed
is Stephen Evans, Because he only recently
gained readmission to the Labour Party
through a breath of national executive sanity,
he is not on the party's election panel, So,
if he is picked as one of the ward's two
candidates, we can rest assured of another
constitutional wrangle - after all, everybody
in the East Nottingham Labour Party seems to
thrive on them,

Sir John?

HARISE SR JOHN OF LENTON , .. .-0oris:it
Nottingham?" The majestic ring to such
words could well be at the root of the dilemma
which is currently wracking the collective
brains of the City Council Labour group,

The crisis? Who is to take civic office in
Nottingham after the May elections, Consider-
ing the motley crew the Tories are trying to
scrape together to fight for seats, there is
little doubt that the city will stay safely in
Labour hands, So, it's not a party-political
row., No - the trouble has been generated
within the "democratic" ranks of your men of
the people,

Next year is the Queen's jubilee.

And,

for a city with Nottingham's historic traditions,

the cynics among you will realise that could
mean lordly goodies for the incumbent Lord
Mayor,

Another reason for the current heated
debates behind closed doors - and the quiet
lobby huddles - rests with the current deputy
[.ord Mayor.

Dennis Birkinshaw may be a good chap,
dedicated to solving the problems of Broxtowe
ward, but he is hardly the world's most
eloquent speaker,

Although succession should, by tradition,
fall to him, others seem to have other ideas.

[Labour group leader, John Carroll,
admitted to the Evening Post that the Labour
group had not discussed the issue - they were
too busy discussing next year's budget . . .
and you've got to hand it to him - with an
extraordinary 8p rate cut - he knows how to
handle things in election year,

The only suggestion to roll off his silken
tongue was to foresee '"certain arguments in
favour of all the posts going to long-serving
L.abour members of the Council," |

Surely John Carroll could not be referring
to. . . John Carroll - nor to deputy group
leader LLen Maynard. That would be too
machiavellian for words,

Odds, I suppose, must still be on our
Dennis to move up,

After him, the hot favourites could well be
Big John for LLord Mayor and sidekick Len for
Sheriff - the only thing which prevents this
becoming the shortest-odds selection is the
danger in having two such powerful personali-
ties out of the political circus at once.

Will Big John or Intellectual Len take the
risk on the chance of a ride into the House of
LLords? Or, to prove the cause of Women's
Liberation, will Jack Dunnett's current
political favourite Betty Higgins assume the
mayoral robes?

Watch this space for amazing revelations,

JoPFo .

[t's the Housing Department's answer for
homeless families,





































