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TRADER DISPUTE _<w e
ABOUT?

Lionel Pickering, millionaire print boss and
owner of the Trader group of free newspapers
sacked 90 printers from his Heanor Gate plant
on December 4th, 1986.

He sent couriers round to the homes of the - ok
workforce at around 7am in the morning to 2 o
1ssue "sack-o=-grams" to each printer in turn.
Tney were told they had been sacked and not to

try to enter the factory ever again.
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Though the printers were shocked by this
appalling act, they were not really surprised. o i o
Throughout the nine months of pay negotiat- .
ions that preceded the "dirty deed" of Dec.
4th, Pickering had lied to them, threatened . |

them, twisted their words and had tried to .
trick and cheat them at every tura. | 2

utrlke "off1c1al"; The NGA are paylng strike
pay but have only publicised the dispute once
bt | in the union paper "NGA Print", and very few
~ The printers - after much difficult negot- off1c1als have ever visited the picket line.
lation - had got Pickering to agree to a 4% - | ko
wage deal. Seven weeks later he tore up the “Printers, with the backing of their support-
agreement, lssued a totally different "settl- eps, have been picketing, harrasing Trader
ement” and demanded the printers accept the = puplicity stands, leafletting, gathering the
gew deal. OUtEagedé thelgrggtersllmmedlately support of other unions, sending Traders back,
€gan an overtime ban. d only been in marchi organising and agitating.
effect for one day when the infamous sack-o- o st g o . i
grams were lssued. | You can read elsewhere in this newsletter
| .the range of activities and actions that
. together is putting the pressure on Pickerii,.

Immediately the printers occupied the Heanor
Gate plant and spoke angrily of thelr deter-
mination to win their jobs back. Feeling that .
they could not sustain the occupation they
began a 24 hour picket outside the factory
which has continued to this day.

He is having to reduce the price of‘his
advertising by up to 45% just to fill up
space. And while he has to piclk up the cost
of having his printing done elsewhere he is
keeping his Heanor Gate factory empty and
‘idle. Everywhere his scab workers go, *hey
are greeted with angry pickets. Hundreds of
copies of the Trader arrive back every week.
And meanwhile as Pickering flounders more
~and more, support for the printers grows
daily.

Since December 4th, Pickering has been
forced to move his printing operation time
and again. After a brief run at the Evening
Post's presses at Breaston he eventually
moved most of the work to the non-unionised | e
plant at Ad-scene in Canterbury. The NGA i AR
workers at their unionised plant at Welshpool-  They need our support. Getinvolved in the
in an apalling show of class treachery- are Trader dispute. See thls 5truogle through
continuing to print some of the Trader titles., to victory:

On a national basis, support from the NGA SUPPORT THE PRINTERS!
has been pitiful, Printers have had to waste | - RICH
much energy in pushing the NGA to keep the |
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PICKET!

Alongside the 24 hour picket outside of
the Heanor Gate site there have been other
regular pickets, comprising both printers
and their supporters, at various sites
.around the area. * :

In the main these have taken place at
Langley Mill, where, -on the Vic Hallam
site, the paste-up work is presently being
done; and at the Leicester Trader office.

But the following excerpts from our diary

should give you some indication of just
what's been cracking off: '

BREASTON. MONDAY FEB' 2nd.

It was discovered that the plant owned by
T. Bailey Foreman (remember him ?) at
Breaston had been printing the Trader on
Pickering s behalf. About 50 of us _
gathered for this, the second, picket
outside of the Breaston plant. It was
cold, dark and drizzling to boot.

By 9 pm we decided that the scabs either
weren't turning up, or on seeing the .
mass of angry pickets, they'd slunk off
back to the pits from which they were
lured with bribes. |

LANGLEY MILL. SUNDAY FEB' 8th.

The scabs in their motorcars drive back
and forth along the main road, whilst
their former workmates and their
supporters crowd the entrance to the
Vic Hallam site. But there's scabbing
to be done; and they sit po-faced and
tight-lipped as they crawl through
the assembled pickets huddled inside
their protective motorcars.

Of course, there's always one
arsehole shittier than the rest. And
this particular pile of shit drove
straight at the picket line, knocking
one printer to the floor and
carrying another half running, half
sitting on the bonnet for 30 yards |
till, as thecar swerved sideways, she
ln her turn was thrown to the ground.
His murderous desire still not
satisfiad, he then began to chase
pickets around the car park at speed,
leaving another cut and bruised as
the picket dived out of the way to
avoid graver injury. |

Yet, the 'forces of reaction' don't always
have it their own way and this chappy's
car was left in urgent need of a panel
beater's attention:; and a well aimed boot
removed his left hand rear brake light.

HUTHWAITE. TEUSDAY FEB' 10th.

A less vigorous confrontation.

'-Thé_bosses representatives in blue,

awkward as only the Miner's strike hardened
Notts. police can be, insisted that only

2 of us could stand in the roadway

and threatened our much practiced and
enthusiastic phtographer with arrest if he
continued to ply his trade.

Well, that gives some idea I think.
Thankfully the sun has begun to shine
(for a while at least) and those early
rises and hours of standing about seem
far less unattractive.

GREMLYN HUGHES

On the 2(th March, - Emlyn Hughes
(t.v. personality and a pillock extraordinaire)
came to Nottingham as part of a publicity
campaign for Pickering's scab papers. He
put in appearances at various shops and
firms around Nottingham as a guest of 'The

" Trader' newspapers. It was no coincidence

that the shops and firms he visited just
happened to be the major advertisers in
Pickering's periodicals.

Along with the crowd of autograph
hunters and photographers were about 10
people from the then newly formed Trader
Sacked Workers' Support Group. With placards
and a loudhailer we followed Emlyn around
Nottingham in a van- sometimes reaching his
next port of call before he did! The biggest
turnout was at the main Co-op in the City
Centre; where some of us managed to get
inside and succeeded in bothering Emlyn so
much that he had to cut short his visit
to the store. When asked why he was aiding
Pickering in his quest to smash the unions,
Emlyn said that he had an obligation to
carry out the terms of his contract. He
promised that as soon as his contract
ended, he would pledge his support for the
sacked printworkers. Like hell he will!

The turnout for all the pickets was
good and laid firm foundations f»or future
actions for the Trader Workers' Support
Groupi: .

Jimi.

























