ENERGY EFFICIENCY

HEES FIGHTING FUEL POVERTY

The Home Energy Efficiency Scheme (HEES) is
the Government’s grant system for low income
households. The grant covers loft insulation,
~draught proofing and energy advice and is

available to anyone inreceipt of Income Support,

Housing Benefit, Council Tax Benefit, Family
Credit, Disability Working Allowance, or
Disability Living Allowance. The scheme is

Gary asked Mrs Williams how she heard about
the grants. ‘A friend at the lunch club I attend
had received a leaflet from the local Housing
Office, and I was telling her about the draught
from my front door - she told me about the grant
and said I should apply. I was very surprised
when the young woman who took my details

arranged for a surveyor to call the following

my windows and doors then topped up the
insulation in the loft.’

‘Was there a lot of paperwork to fill in?’ ‘All 1
had to do was sign the forms, the rest of the form
was completed by the surveyor’.

‘Have you noticed the difference since the work
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was completed?’ ‘Yes, 1| used to feel a draught
around my legs in the living room, that’s gone
and now I get warmer a lot quicker. I’m sure it’s
going to save me money:-on my winter gas bill
because I only need to have the fire on its lowest
setting to get warm now. I couldn’t believe that
this was available free from the Government. It’s
really made a big difference!’

also available to anyone aged 60 or over.
There is a maximum grant level available
but it will normally cover the full cost of the
work.

week —he explained about the grant, checked
allmy doors and windows and then checked
my loft. He then worked out how much it
would /st to complete the work. Even
with loftinsulation and draught proofing

it still wouldn’t cost me a penny’.

GREEN EVENTS

* A Funding Seminar for
Environmental Groups is being held
on 9th November, from 6-8pm at the
YMCA, Shakespeare Street (cost £5).
Contact Lynn Thompson at Nottingham
CVS on 947 6714.
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'N.E.G. Insulations Limited is a local
‘company based in Radford and an
~appointed Network Installer for the
Nottingham City and Rushcliffe
Borough Council areas. Gary Hensen .
.(Managing Director) recently visited
Mrs Williams — a client who has had
iwork completed under HM
icarry out a short interview. == "®#-

Gary then asked ifit took a long time to
get the work done. ‘No, they made an
. appointment for later that week, and
_they were only here about 2/ hours’. .

For more information contact
N.E.G. Insulations Limited on 978 0389.

BTCV’s Autumn Programme of
practical conservation projectsisnow
available, and includes activities such
as opening up a wetland glade in
Nottingham’s Balloon Woods, and
creating new habitats on the Southwell
Trail. No experience is needed to take

A ‘What work didyou have done under’
}}ze grant?’ ‘They draught proofed 4
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Much has been made in recent years of the need
to reduce energy usage in offices. Consequently,
energy efficiency drives have focused largely on
lighting and heating issués, although much still
remains to be improved upon.

Now a new challenge faces us—reducing energy
consumption driven by the ever burgeoning use
of electrical equipment used in the modern office.
Growth in computers, printers and photocopiers
has been massive in the last decade. This trend is
set to continue as work practices become ever
more refined, and equipment costs are driven
down by the mass market. '

We can all help to reduce energy consumption
with the resultant benefit to the environment by
taking the following actions:

COMPUTERS — When purchasing a PC obtain
the manufacturers average power demand figure
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and do not merely accept the nameplate rating on
the back of the machine, as this rarely gives an
accurate indication of average power usage.

10% and 70% lower than the nameplate wattage
shown.

Also ensure that a low energy standby mode is
fitted. This is often denoted by an ‘Energy Star’
logo shown on a PC. This is a USA government
initiative awarded to models having a standby
mode of less than 30 watts. This feature
automatically powers down the PC when left
unused after several minutes, and automatically
powers up to user level when the keyboard is
touched.

Naturally, computers that are to be left for long
periods such as lunch-time should be switched
off. It is a common misconception that turning

ENERGY EFFICIENCY - OFFICE MACHINES

computers off frequently can reduce their life-
span.

Averagepower demand can beanything between =~ PRINTERS — Average power demand figures

also apply to laser and dot matrix printers.
Likewise some printers have the Energy Star or
similar feature. Inkjet printers use less energy
than laser printers, but print quality and possible
higherrunning costsneed to be taken into account.

PHOTOCOPIERS — Most photocopiers now
have an energy saving facility that powers down
the machine when not in use. It is preferable to
have this as an automatic feature as users will
often forget to press abutton on non-auto models.
Again, check the average power demand with
the supplier to establish the true average wattage
use.

Martin Pain of Green Office.
For further details call 949 7458.

%%EDlRECTORY OF SUSTAINABLE ENERGY

The Energy Sub Group of the Nottingham Green
Partnership is comprised of representatives from
the voluntary sector, business organisations and
local government, and aims to promote energy
conservation.

Although many on the Group are experts in their
own fields, it was appreciated that it often proved
a daunting task for newcomers into energy
conservation to expand on an initial interest.

There was little concise information available
and what was readily at hand tended to be
technical in detail and specific to a certain area of

energy usage or generation. For this reason the
group decided to attempt to develop a directory.

From these initial thoughts the working draft of
D.O.S.E. (the Directory Of Sustainable Energy)
has come into being. The directory has the very
broad aim of informing groups and individuals
about where energy is consumed, how alternative
forms of energy may be generated, areas of
conservation, and where they can make further
contacts.

It is proposed that D.O.S.E. will be available to
be launched early next year. If you would like to

receive a copy then please contact me. Equally,
if you are interested in joining the Energy Sub
Group we are always looking to extend our
membership and would be pleased to hear from
you.

Contact me at Nottingham City Council, Housing
Department, Exchange Buildings (South),
Nottingham, NG1 2HU, or call 935 0833.

Alan Allsopp
(Chair of the Green Partnership
Energy Sub Group)
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HOCKERTON HOUSING PROJECT

The Hockerton Housing Project will be the
UK’s first earth sheltered, self-sufficient
ecological housing development, to be built
and managed by Hockerton Housing Co-
operative. The residents of the five houses
will generate their own clean energy, harvest
their own water and recycle waste materials.
The families involved are ordinary people
who wanted to show that we can live and
work in harmony with our environment,
without compromising modern comforts and
amenities. The development will also work
out cheaper than ‘conventional’ houses and
land of similar size!

The houses were designed by ‘green’ architects,
Robert and Brenda Vale, and will be built to a
terrace design on part of a 25 acre site. Planning
permission for the development has been

approved by Newark and Sherwood District

Council (subject to a ‘106 agreement’ about the
long-term use of the land). The Co-operative are
hoping to start building in the next few months,
and have most of the work completed within a
year.

The houses will be earth-sheltered — covered
with a minimum of 40cm of soil on the roof and
sides, and will not need any space heating as they
will be highly insulated. Electrical energy will be
met from renewable, non-polluting sources (such
as a wind turbine and solar panels).

Water heating will mainly be provided by surplus
energy generated on site by the wind turbine
(planning application not yet approved) and a
highly efficient heat pump. Water for the
occupants will be collected from the site, drinking
water being filtered and pumped to drinking
taps. All waste water from the project will flow
into a small integrated pump/maceration station,
and a reed bed sewage treatment system.

The Hockerton Co-operative would like to thank
all of those people who signed letters of support
atthe Green Festival for the second Wind Turbine
planning application, which is being considered
by Newark & Sherwood District Council.

For more information contact Mile & Penney
Poyzer on 01636 814324. This article is based
onabooklet produced by the Hockerton Housing
Project.

Green Network News is a monthly publication aiming to
share information and build links between all individuals

and organisations in the Nottingham and South Notts
area with an interest in the environment.

part. Contact Kate at BTCV on 931
3316.

The Family First Furniture Service
collects unwanted furniture for re-use
by families and individualsin need. The
Service is holding Open Days on
December 5th, 6th and 7th for
representatives of organisations which
refer clients to the Service, to find out
more about new referral procedures.
Call Patrick Gunn on 950 7295.

B.R.A.V.E. CAMPAIGN

Green Network would like to apologise for
the errorin the article inthe September issue
describing Beeston Residents Against
Vandalism of the Environment (BRAVE).
The article stated that the organisation was
formed to oppose the Ruddington by-pass
option for changes to the A453. BRAVE
was actually formed to oppose the Beeston
Rylands by-pass option.

The organisation was set up following the
announcement of plans to investigate ways
to improve road conditions on the A453
from Clifton to Nottingham, with three
different options — to improve the existing
road, to build aby-pass viaBeeston Rylands,
or a by-pass via the Ruddington area.

If you are able to support BRAVE in any
way, contact K Roberts (Secretary), 4 Canal
Side, Beeston Rylands, Nottingham NG9
ING.

Adam Woodward
(Green Network Co-ordinator)










