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court had to be cileared and

its business suspended for
the rest of the day. To
hammer home the message
thatcut offs will beresisted,
Laurence’s neighbours on

St. Peter’s Road had a
demonstration of support
where 200 people agreed to
stof any attempted

. v disconnection.

' If the Councils try to
disconnectanyone the anti-
water charges campaign
will be able to stop them just
as it did in 1994. Peaceful

but firm protest, denying
the Council access to stop-
cocks outside the house.
Even if they manage to turm
someone off the campaign
i1s confident that it can
have them reconnected
within an hour.
Wediditthelasttime
and it will be alot easier thas
tame. Over 12000 house-
holds have now joined the
b B ). BOYCOTT B - Water Charge Campaigns
e PR ST L RE a4 D int ) and tens of thousands more
e b S TR T BT 00UBIE & A are still boycotting these
g s “ 4w charges. Over the next

.........

i Pl 4y, . . O ¢ couple of months the cam-

NS A RASEDOL < AR R R R R R /e G - < . o R V. . 2 At S
o b o e y e e e " . . " a2 ‘_ .,-':.::v.‘ i .-..;.;..-;:.'. '.i .........

S L A
..................
.....

g e, TR N . 8. ; paign needs to get more

,,,,,,,,,
.....

v i org anised at local level,

A IS W™ pouBit ¢ a. N 4L 4 9 wm local action groups need to

~ oY "% i wAY & . e B b .
.= 48010 - F IAX — T be set up in all areas and

..........
..........

NATER (MARGH aamiienliy DOV° e o v @ local activists keptin touch
—— END /n . £ : . with each other.
| DOUBLE | g 00 OF W S0 3 B R This is necessary in
TAXATION (B I T B s, g 8 L OALE B O B order to build the sort of |}
. @ Gl T — i~ o on-the-ground solidarity
| (! ARGES which will be absolutely
= _m | ot

'. 12

vital if disconnections are

LAURENCE DORAN, a retired Guinness worker from evasion. The rich taxevaders to be successfully r e.sisted.
Greenhills, was taken to Rathfarnham Court in February. have been given two tax Ihewater charg:eswﬂloply
South Dublin County Council want to cut offhis water supply. amnesties. Thelast amnestyin be defeated by c.h?ect action
Laurenceis among tens of thousandsrefusing topaythewater 1994 wrote off £500 million but In the commun;tms.
charges. The tables were quickly turnedonJudge Smithwick the Revenue Commissioners !f we stick t.:.og'?ther
and the County Council. Instead of beingmeek and shy,asyou report huge amounts of tax 1996willbe the beginningof §
are supposed to be in court, Laurence gave them a lecture outstanding for 1995. the end for the charges and
about justice. ~ “These people are a hu.ge boos.t for p.eople’s
“The PAYE taxpayer is paying for everything in this laughing, while peoplelikeme confidence in their own
country while the big farmers, wealthy self-employed and who always pay our taxes are ability to fight back. If you
super rich in this country get away with tax evasion. During brought to court. That is very want to.be putin touch with
the last eight years PAYE taxes collected from farmers and unfair. The water tax is an ©thersin YOUr ares: ox you
from the wealthy self-employed have fallen. If the.wealthy unjust tax and PAYE taxpay- have received a court
paid their due taxes, PAYE taxpayers would not be asked to ers should not have to pay it.” summons, telephone the

pay double tax and I would not be before this court. - There was so much campaign hotline at
“Nobody has ever been jailed in this country for tax clappingandcheeringthatthe 01-8729163.
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For Starters

The Dublin West by-election gave the establishment ashock. Only 41%

bothered to vote (most of the rest presumably being apathetic,
i.e.feeling that it wouldn’t make much difference to them), the Labour
vote collapsed from 23% down to 3.8%, and Militant Labour’s
Joe Higgins came within 370 votes of taking the seat.

Now there is talk (mainly by Militant
Labour but also by activists in the anti-
waterchargescampaign)ofrunningaslate
of candidatesin the next general election.
During the run up to the ballot the WSM
argued againstthatway
of doing things. We

explained our point of
view at anti-water

charges meetings and

through the free
bulletin Anarchist
News. While paying

tribute to Joe Higgins
for the trojan work he
has done to build the
anti-water charges
campaign wewentonto
say “The Workers
Solidarity Movement is
not standing a candi-
date, nor are we urging
a vote for anyone.

“Weadvise you
to abstain. Itisnot just
a question of how
dishonest and corrupt
most politicians become,
nor that they say one
thing before an election
and do something
totally different when
elected. [Remember
Democratic Left getting
elected on an anti-water charges ticket,
now ‘they are in a government that is
dragging pensioners into court while the
beef barons go free after multi-million
pound frauds.]

“The crucial question is whether
casting a voteeveryfew yearscan give you
any control overthe thingsthat effect your
life. Many will vote for Joe Higgins or
Tomas MacGiolla because of their anti-
establishment stands. But neither can
change the system which makes the work-

Forget Pepsi, anarchism is the taste of
the future. If you would like a few of

these posters for your workplace or
school noticeboard, write and tell us

how many you want.

ing class pay through the nose while the
rich live it up.

“Real power liesin the boardrooms
of big business. They decide where to
invest and on what terms. To see the
power of money
over democracy
you only have to
look at the beef
scandal. To see
how far the
bosseswill go you
can look at Chile
in 1973 where a
reforming gov-
ernment was
overthrown in a
military coup
backed by big
business. Aslong
as a small
minority have
massive power
they will be the
ones calling the

tune.
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hink 13
elections provide
arealchoice, that
they can funda-
mentally change
things,is anillu-
sion. Once your
vote is cast you have had your “say”. You
have given your consent to a politician or
party to make decisions for you. The
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your personal stamp of approval.

“We don’t abstain because are
opposed to democracy. Not at all, we are
fully in favour of it. By democracy we
understand the right of people to manage
their own lives and collectively organise

society in their own interests. Everyone

Revolutionary veteran speaks
at Bulgarian anarchist congress

THE EF1IGHTH CONGRESS of the Bulgarian Anarchist Federation took placein
Sofia last September. Those present included not only the representatives of
regional groups but also sympathisers and people who despite their political
differences came to salute the anarchists and their congress for their courageous
behaviour in the Bulgarian concentration camps under the yoke of the

Communist Party.

Stoian Tzolav, who participated on the side of the Spanish anarchistsin
the revolution of 1936 and who spent many years in the fascist concentration
camps of Bulgaria before being sentenced to death (later commuted to life
imprisonment) by the Communist Party in 1949, gave a report on the
international anarchist movement. Reports were also heard on the problems
facing Bulgarian workers; in particular unemployment, low wages, 300%
inflation, crime and the increasing poverty of pensioners.

The congress decided to struggle
*For the dissolution of military forces and a-declaration of true neutrality

distanced from all military alliances.

*For the creation of an organisation for peace which aims to work with

neighbouring peoples against war.

*Forthe formationofgroupsindistrictsand communes undercitizen control - the
police most of whom have links to the criminal mafia (which emerged from the
Communist Party) being incapable of getting rid of crime.

*Against the new millionaires who are using the people’s money which was stolen

by the Communist Party.

*To organise free co-ops in agriculture, industry and distribution.
*To organise a free commune where citizens may express their wishes and
oversee the execution of projects decided upon by the General Assemblies.

effected a decision should have the
possibility of helping to make that
decision.

“This means workers’ councils
running industries & services,
' 1 councils 1n our
communities. These would be federated
upwards on a regional and national level.
All delegates would be subject to
immediaterecall if their electors were not
satisfied with their conduct.

“The outstanding feature of the
anarchist idea is that control comes from
below. There would be no ruling elite. In
this by-election you are being asked to
change one of your, admittedly minor,
rulers. Anarchists don’t want to change
the faces in the D4il; we want to get rid of
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Uver the next few months the Dl
taskistoorganise enough people toensure
that non-payment holds, that more local
action groups are formed and that every
attempt ata disconnection of water supply
is met be local resistance. When the
government sees all its threats and

THAT'S
CAPITALISM

In the five years up to 1995 the 26 county
government was allocated£2,611 from EU funds
to improve transport. Most of this money, 63%,
was spent on roads. All public transport,
includingthe LUAS tramways in Dublin, got just
13%. Yet money spent on building roads is
“investment in infrastructure” while the same
money spent on public transport becomes a

“subsidy”.

XXk %k%

Some of America’s most well known
corporations, including American Express, are
now investing in the ‘prison mdustry’. At last
count, there was some 50,000 ‘privately operated
prison beds’ mn the USA. This number 1s
expected torise further inthe next few years. One
‘successful’ prison company 1s Corrections
Corporation of America. This company now
operates twenty-one prisons in a number of
countries - America, Australia and Britain to
name but a few. Itis valued at over $100 million

on the US Stock Exchange.

KK KK

U2’s Bono has a brother. He owns Scotts

restaurant in Castleknock. A few months ago he
took on a young “barman’ and paid him just

£1.22 per hour. Total pay foratwo hourshift was
£2.44. After deducting a £1.10 bus fare, the
“barman”™ was left with £1.44 or just 72p for each
hour worked.

XXXk X%k

According to the US Dept. of Health and Human
Services, 2.4million (64.4%) crack-cocame users
in the USA are white. This compares with just
1 million (26.6%) black users. Yet, m 1992, a
study by the US Sentencing Commission found
that 91.3% of those sentenced for Federal crack
offences were black (African-American), as
compared with only 3% for whites.

* %Kk k%

Pharmacia and Upjohn, two chemical
companies, recently merged. As a result therr
profits are expected to boom 1n the coming year.
Why? In order to ‘cut out duplication’ 4,000 of
the 34,000 jobs in the new, joint company will be
got rid of. This will amount to $550 million 1n
‘savings’.

XXk k¥
Been playing golf recently? Well, just in case,
don’tuse ‘Spaulding’ golf balls. Spauldings, are
one of agrowing number of companies i the US

that use prison labour to boost their profits.
Spaulding, a sports company, use Hawanan
prison immates tomake their golfballs. Prison
workers get paid just $1 an hour after
deductions. Often they get less. At present
over 30 States in the USA allow the use of
inmates as workers

¥k %k %%k

Uganda now has an average life expectancy~
of just 42 year. Ten years ago the life
expectancy in the country was 52 years of
age. This can partly be explained by the
problem of HIV/AIDs - but only partly. The
health service in Uganda has been ravaged
from a lack of money in the last decade. One
doctor, recently stated that as many as 50% of
all cases comning to hospitalcouldbesaved by
basic medical care - but this 1sn’t available.
There isn’t any money ..for health.

promises fail and learns that this tax is
truly uncollectable, that is when they will
look at ways of amending it. If we have a
strongenough campaignon the ground we
won't have to settle for a compromise, we
can have a victory.

FEREk kXK

And finally, while we were reprinting
Anarchism and Ireland we received two
new editions of other WSM pamphlets.
Eddie Conlon’s The Spanish Civil War:
Anarchismin Action has been publishedin
a Serbo-Croat version from Belgrade and
Ireland & British Imperialism (a
collection of articles from Workers

Solidarity dealing all aspects of the
‘national question’) has been produced in
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introduction to the 1deas of anarchism,
covering all the basics from “why we
oppose the state” to “what we mean by

freedom”. For your copy send £1 to the
WSM Bookservice, P.O. Box 1528,

Dublin 8.

Your job 1s
not worth a
lot... and
that’s

official

THE ANNUAL reportotthe 26
county Employment Appeals

Tribunal states that ot the the
391 cases before it, 199 claims
of unfair dismissal were
upheld.

However the Tribunal
only ordered that 29 people
vet their jobs back, and 16 of
those had to lose thelryears of
service. In the other cases an
average of £4,993 compensa-
tion was awarded. Not alotit
you are facing years, or ¢ven a
lifetime, on the dole. And this
is when the Tribunal has
decided that the sacking was
illegal.




THE STRIKE at the Early Learning Centre (ELC) shop in Cork
continues. The strikers have now been out since early December and
so far,despite widespread publicsupport and great determination, the
company has refused to recognise the workers’ union, Mandate.
Instead, management has responded with some very minor
concessions on pay and pension rights. On the core issue of union

recognition, the company has said that it ‘may recognise the union if

the workers settle’, but not until after January, 1997!

The ELC company has already spent a
considerable amount of money on
publicising its case in order to get more of
the public to cross the picket line - a policy

that hasn’t worked. Ithasalsoemployeda
full time security man to monitor the

picketers. Sofarit hasbeenestimatedthat
the ELC hasspentnearly £25,000 ondirect
advertising against the strikers - a sum of
money that would have paid their
demands in full for nearly three years.

LOW PAY=HIGH PROFITS
From thisfactaloneitisclearthatthe ELC
managementis deeply fearful of anyunion
involvementatanyofitsshops. Lowpayis
the hallmark of the ELC’s current high
profits. It has adopted a policy of attrition
against the strikers from the outset.
Publicly it is offering very minor
concessions;inpracticeitoutto defeatthis
attempt at unionisation once and for all.
So far attempts at reaching a settlement
via the Labour RelationsCommission have
not been successful. It is highly unlikely
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mind that the ELC company will be
unenthusiastic about any meditated
settlement until and unless itis forced to

be.

Workersdo not have the resources
for a very long strike. Withover 200 shops
in Ireland and the UK, and with the
backing of the its parent group, Menzies,
the ELC can withstand an isolated strike
like this for as long as it takes. 1t nothing
else, thiscurrent dispute shows thelimits
of such an uneven battle - when workers
don't win wider support. This support
must be built now.

WHAT CAN BE DONE:

Within Mandate: Mandate members
throughout Ireland are familiar with the
ongoingongoing fight against low pay and
casualisation. Shop-stewards in Cork
should be approached by the strikers to
organise an immediate letter to the
Mandate executive asking it to:
>Organise a Mandate led march in Cork
in support of strikers.
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Saturday. The law prohibiting this was
successfully defied at Dunnes, if threre is
enough support why not here?
>Target the other ELC shops for a
recruitment drive.

Outside Mandate: A Strike
SU})[)UI'[ (h'uup should be initiated b)’ the
' The strikers should retain full

.."~ - »re>
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NO SOLUTION

FINALLY, IT HAPPENED. Three bombs in London in February, that

killed three people, put an end to what had been an 18 month long

cease-fire. As we go to press, it is still far from certain as to what will
happeninthe coming months but the prospects now may well be for a
full scale return to the ‘armed struggle’ by the IRA. With this,
undoubtedly, will come renewed sectarian attacksand violence in the
North. Itisaprospectthat noonewill welcome, least of all those living

in the Northern Ireland

The Peace Process was on shaky ground
for quite a while, but particularly soin the
last six months. The constant ‘road-
blocking’ efforts of John Major and the
British government inevitably caused
strife. Throughout the last eighteen
months they have placed obstacle after
obstacleinfrontofevery attemptto havea
meaningful dialogue about the future of
Northern Ireland.

Issues relating to ongoing
discrimination and sectarianism in the
North, and its political institutions - a
central source of antagonism for the large
nationalist population - never saw the
light of day. Instead, everything got
bogged down on issues relating to ‘arms
decommissioning’(and thisdidn’t include
the guns of the British Army!).

Even when a compromise was
finally reached on thisissue - the Mitchell

Principles - Major again destroyed any
hope for dialogue with his ‘new’ proposals
for ‘elections before talks’. It was a
performance that inevitably led to
disaster and John Major stands fully to
blame. At no time did he show any
inclination to shift from his traditional
stance of shoring up unionist and loyalist
privilege in the North.
| In many respects anarchists can
be forgiven for saying, ‘We told you so’ A
process that relied so heavily on the
British and Irish governments was
inevitably flawed. Were we to believe that
either government would move in any
substantial way towards bringing about
meaningful change? Let’sfaceit: thiswas
always highly unlikely.
Both governments have far more
in common than divides them, and thisis
not just in terms of economic polices. As

much as anything else, both governments
have assisted and presided over the
existence of the Northern Ireland statelet
for over 70 years, a statelet that has
always been based on discrimination
against one
section of
the com-
munity.
Neither
govern-
ment has
ever made
any signifi-
cant efforts
to end the
discrimina-
tion that is
the basis of
the North-
ern State.
The British
govern-
ment, in particular, has actively assisted
1n propping it up.

In fact, it was mass struggle and
huge demonstrations by ordinary people
(the Civil Rights Movement) that forced
the first real compromises from the
unionist ascendancy in Northern Ireland.
It was these efforts, and not thoseof either

*Another 25 years of a failed strategy?
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control over this group. Its principal
activities should be to win wider trade
union support for the strike, and tospread
news about the strike outside of Cork -
especially to the other towns that have
ELC shops: Belfast, Waterford, Limerick,
Galway, and Dublin.

the British or Irish governments, that

brought the first flowers of hope.
Sinn Féin seem to have forgotten

this. Or have they? Of course those
privileges are minuscule compared to the
division between the ruling class and the
workingclass. Majorputthemaintenance
of these privileges, in return for unionist
supportinthe House of Commons ahead of
a chance of peace.

In many respects Sinn Féin’s
performance during this Peace Process
has been an eye opener. Its strategy from
the very beginning has been a nationalist
one: the formation of the so-called Pan-
Nationalist Front. Throughout the last
numberofyearsthey have moderated their
politics, in favour of an alliance between
the main Irish nationalist forces: the
Dublin Government, the SDLP, ‘Irish-
America’ and themselves, Sinn Féin.

But,ithas been an sorry strategy
and it has led

Sinn Féin into
defendingsome
of the strangest
and most
worthless of
things. To give
but one
example, in
1994, when the
Irish Govern-
ment fell
(following the
Fr. Brendan
Smyth child

sex abuse
scandal) Sinn
Féin, almost
alone among
political parties in the South, was calling
for support for this Labour-Fianna Fiil
government. Thiswas at a time when the
government was totally discredited.
Strange politics indeed.

continued on page 4
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continued from previous page

But the problems do not end
there. The Peace Process never,
at any time, addressed the huge
problems that face so many
people in Ireland today - both
north and south of the border.
Unemployment is now at record
levels, as are the levels of
poverty and inequality. This
disastrous situation is one that
has been created and ‘presided
over’ by many of those central to
the Peace Process, including, of
course, the Irish and British
governments. In this regard,
they have never been offering
anything else, throughout the
last 18 months, other than more
of the same.

Sinn Féin stands
indicted for falling in so readily
and easily with politicians who
have punished working class
people again and again. Sinn
Féin’s performance has raised
real question marks about their
claims to represent an
‘alternative Ireland.” ‘$1000-a-
plate’ fund-raising dinners say
a lot, after all.

Very few people will
welcome the return of the IRA’s
strategy of the ‘armed struggle’.
It is a strategy that is deeply
flawed and a dead-end to all
intents and purposes. It fails,
even when it is at its most
dramatic, to lay any basis for

working class unity in Ireland, let alone
within the North. Infact, moreoftenthan
not it creates the opposite effect.

It builds tension, leads to
increased State power (and the use of
Emergency and repressive legislation) and

*A common struggle for a better life is the logical solution to common poverty.

)

it shores up ‘traditional loyalties
Sectarianism will never end when the
strategy being used to bring about a
Britishwithdrawalis primarily thatofthe
‘armed struggle’. At its very best it will
only lead us back to the very place that
we’ve been for
the last 18
months: cosy
wheeling and
dealing with
the Clintons,
Majors and
Brutonsofthis
world. Whata
prospect!
Over
the last 25
years, Sinn
Féin and the
IRA have
demanded the
leadership of
the struggle to
bring change
in Ireland.
But their
failure during
this peace
process, and
theirfailureat
the end of it to
offeranything
other than a
return to the
*Ermme d
struggle’
stands as a
major indict-
ment. Sinn
Féin are
nationalists
first, and
becauseofthis
theycannever
offeranything

to those who
do not share

their ‘Irish-

Shankill Road (top) and Falls Road (below)

HOMELESS IN IRELAND IN 1996
What are the facts

HOMELESSNESS is a major issue in most of Europe, the U.S.A, and a
crisis issue in the developing world. Militant housing rights groups,
who see squatting as a political act, have sprung up in France and
Germany. InIreland theissueis dealt with almost totally by the charity

and service organisations. This is partly because because of Ireland’s
draconian legislation against squatting, the Forcible Entry Act, and
because few people on the left have seenit as a political issue. So what
are the facts about homelessness here?

There are approximately 28,000 households
on the waiting lists of local authorities
countrywide. The majority of these
households are lone parents, reflecting the
changingsocial reality of Irish society. Lone
parents and the single homeless are
especially likely to have housing problems
because local authority housing stock still
caters mostly for the standard nuclear
families, three and
four bedroom
houses which they
are very reluctant
to give to lone
parents and never
giveto single people.

CORK SAW over 1,300 families on the
waiting list for Corporation housing at the
beginning of the year. Only 150 new houses
were completed last year, and this vear's
target is 200. Because of this thousands of

These flats are often referred to as drugs
supermarkets by applicants.

South Dublin County Council, for
example, have 1,000 households on their
waiting list for housing. Three quartersof
these are lone parents. They build 100
new houses a year at present and have a
maximum of 100 casual vacancies to offer
applicants. Itisobviousin this situation,
whichis atypical
one, that people
will have a very
long wait for
council housing.

Many
have torelyonthe
privately rented

some do not get it at all.

A recent survey of youth home-
lessnessinTallaght found 79 young people
had been homeless in the previous year.
Some of this was due to the fact that they
would not get rent allowance. Even for
those who do qualify it is a ridiculous
system where the state subsidises
landlords who are overcharging for awful
kips. The housing shortage means that
these landlords can charge what they like
and get away with it. &

Trav-
ellersalso have
serious accom-
modation
problems. The
government’s
Task Force
estimated that
3,100 extra
unitsofaccom-
modation are
needed
straight away
to cater for the

ness.” These are not viable politics, not in
today’s Ireland.

~ But,justasbad, they have shown
themselves to beelitist and ‘traditional’in
theiroperations during thelast 18 months.
They have tried - very hard it must be
added - to play ‘the game of politics’. They
have walked the ‘corridors of power’ but
they have created no real mass-struggle
alternative to it; that is why they have no
strategy now. They are floundering. All
they can offer is a return to the ‘armed
struggle’ - a policy that is certain to fail.

As anarchists,- we remain
convinced that real change is possible.
The recent strikesin France confirm once
again that the power of the working-class
in Europe is far from finished. Workers
have much in common. Often that
commonalty spreads beyond the borders of
any country or the colourofanyone’s skin.
We believe that this is the way forward.
The ‘peace process’ failed because it was
conductedinthetraditional elitist “menin
suits behind closed doors"” way of trying to
sort out our problems.

The chance for change remains
because it will only come though mass
mobilisation. Indeed it was the huge
struggle of ordinary people in the Civil
Rightsmovement thatlast won something
progressive in the North. Imperialism
remains as the great obstacle to
progressive change in the North as it
continues to fuel hatreds and successfully
helps to divide and rule the people.

Northern Ireland isstill the poor-
est area of Britain to livein. Whatisthere
worth fighting for? It is now more
imperative than ever to built solidarity in
ourclassaround thisissuesthat we face as
workers: double-taxation, low pay,
worsening Job security and sex
discrimination. Admittedly, thisis not a
short term strategy. But then where did
25 years of the armed struggle get us?

Why not start on the right road
now?

Kevin Doyle
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policy lasted forfive yearsand the number
of house being built now is still only a
fractionofwhatit wasintheseventiesand
early eighties. While Cork, Dublin and
Galway are full of new apartment blocks
for yuppies there are thousands living in
squalor, waiting for decent housing.
Homelessness is not just about
people sleeping rough on the streets. Itis
also about people living in overcrowded
flats and houses, living temporarily with
friends and relatives but havingno place of
theirown, people threatened with eviction
and people living in hostels and institu-
tions because they have no where else to
live. Homelessness is an issue for young
gaysand lesbianswho can be thrownoutof
home when they declare their sexual
orientation. It is also anissues for women
and children who are being abused in

their homes.

Homeless people are especially
vulnerable to physical
attacks,exploitationand
abuse of all kinds. Their
health suffers badly.
Many of the long term
homeless in this country
are mentallyill and have
been discharged from
institutions to the non-
existent ‘community’ of
the streets.

There is no
solution except a major
increase in affordable,

The hous-
ing crisisis such now
that particular
groups have no
chance of public
housing. Single
people will not even

be considered for public housing and lone

parents have alimited choiceofalong stay
in a homeless hostel or an inner city flat

until something suitable comes along.

men, women and children are condemned to
live in overcrowded conditions with
relatives or to pay through the nose for a
private flat - if you can find a landlord
prepared to rent to people with children.

sectorinorder to
survive. This
means small,
poor quality flats
and bedsits at
very high rents.

The health boards pay rent allowance but
not everyone gets it.
wanting to move out of home often have a
lot of trouble getting rent allowance and

Young people

good quality public
housing, accessible to
everyone who needs it.
Next to struggles for
wages and conditions,
housing struggles are
vital to the interests of the working class -
the people who canend up homelessinthis
society.

backlog of
families living
in primitive
conditions
without sani-
tation or
electricity.
The housing crisis was brought
about by the government’sdecisionbackin
1987 tostop building publichousing. That

PatriciaMcCarthy



HOMELESS IN IRELAND IN 1976

TWENTY YEARS ago Dublin Corporation was forced to give tenancies
of hundreds of squatters. Those people got themselves housed, not by
pleading with politicians, but throughdirect action. Alan MacSimaoin,
who was one of the organisers of Dublin Squatters Association,

remembers how they did it.

In 1976 there were several hundred
families squatting in local authority flats
in the Corporation area. Waiting lists
were long and increasing numbers were
housing them-
selves in flats \\
which had become
vacantorwere due
for rehabilitation
work.

Evictions
were Very
common, with
most being put
out within a few
months of squat-
ting. Nobody was
jailed or even
prosecuted under
the Forcible Entry
and Occupation
Act as this would
have been
politically embar-
rassing forlocal councillors. Inthe private
sector, however, there had been jailings.
So what usually happened was that after
being evicted families would squat
another flat. And this process would
repeat itself again and again.

The Williams family in Dolphin
House, a large south inner city complex,
were served with an eviction order. The
offer made by the Housing Department
was the Legion of Mary hostel for the wife
and child, nothing for the husband. They

decided to resist.
An information picket was held

outside the local rent office and we also
went door-to-doorin Dolphin House, where
there are 400 flats, asking people to help.
On the morning of the eviction we went

around with a megaphone asking locals to
stand with the Williams family. By the

time the sheriff, his bailiffs and the cops
turned up we had 400 locals blocking the
landing, stairwell and courtyard. It was
amazing.

After a feeble attempt to execute
their order the eviction crew withdrew in
defeat. Two furtherunsuccessful attempts
were made. The Williams family were
then offered a flat in a complex across the
road, Fatima Mansions. All of this was
carried on the front pages of the evening
papers.

On foot of this victory we were
approached by squatters from other areas
who wanted our help and advice. The
Dublin Squatters Association was formed,
with about 40 squatters regularly
attending meetings in Killarney Street.
The DSA built up a membership of about

mH“‘

100, mainly in Joseph’s Munsions and
Mary’s Mansions in Sean McDermott
Street, Phil Shanahan House and
St. Bridget’s Gardens in Sherift’ Street,

C y

o, SQMAT‘TE-K‘S
AGAIN.

P

Dolphin House and Buasin Lane, off
James’s Street.
Our first task was defend

squatting as legitimate. This we did by
convincing squatters and many local
associations that it was a direct way to
force the Corporation to increasce the
housing stock. We were quite successful,
in the areas where we had a base, in

nnning theargumen ::"3::'=r~n iessh -..Id
not have to spend a couple of years«
waiting list or have additional children to
build up their points.

Leaflets making this argument
were widely circulated in the north inner
city flat complexes. We went door-to-door
in Sheriff Street and brought over 80
squatters to the May Day march under a

DSA banner. |
The next threatenedeviction that

we were asked to organise against wasin
Phil Shanahan flats in Sheriff Street.
Through door-to-door canvassing and a
meetingin the local community centre we
won the support of the majority in the
flats. Whenthe dayoftheeviction arrived
the sheriff found that the entrance to the
flats was closed off to cars (we had placed
pallets acrossthe road tostop the copsand
bailiffs driving right up to the door) and
that groups of women and teenagers were
waiting. The eviction was called off.
Next came a threatened eviction
in Basin Lane, behind James’s Street. A
teenage couple and their baby were due
for eviction. The woman suffered from
heart trouble. The Corpo was offering
only hostel accommodation. We
organised, once more, on a door-to-door

n \Lit‘

Northern workers paid less

CHEAP LABOUR forsale. That’s the offer made by the North's Industrial Development

Board. Their fact sheet for potential investors is to the point:

“Labour costs in Northern

Ireland are lower than the rest of Britain and Ireland, and are among the lowest in Europe.
The total average hourly cost (including overtime and social costs) for manual workers is
14% lower than the UK, 52% lower than Germany and 22 % lower than the US".

They go on to assure foreign bosses that “there are no government restrictions on
work hours for adults over 18 years of age in factories. Workers in Northern Ireland are
happy to accommodate a variety of shift patterns. There are no government restrictions on

overtime.”’

The North’s Department of Economic Developmenthas put figures on the benefits
of being a worker in one of the last colonies. In manufacturing, average male manual
earnings are £263 a week and average women's earnings £171 a week. The female figure
1s 14% lower than in Britain, and the male figure 16% lower.

When squatters won

basis. On the duy of the eviction about 100
locals faced abuut 60-70 cops and eviction
crew. Time after time Lhc y dragged us
awuay trom the door. Finaily they got us
clear but fittle did the bailitt with the axe
know th:t we had nailed 4 metal grill to
the inside of the door and connected it to
the mainselectricity. When the axe struck
the door the bailift went flying buack
ACI'OSS lht' cour l.‘, ar (j, OoxXLr (*Iﬂ(‘]}' ..\'l"l(m’kt.‘d
hut not injured.

At thisstage the ambulance crew
trom Jumes’s hospital broke through the
window ind took the young motherouton
astretcher. While this wasa preventative
me:isutes in case the excitement got the

Race

at the Indo
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worse of her heart condition, people in the
area thought it was more serious. A very
angry crowd pushed the cops back. One
cop even broke ranks and announced he
was not going to evict anyone, before
walking away while his inspector
impotently yelled at him.

This victory received front page
coverage in the evening newspapers.
Confidence was rising all the time. The
bureaucrats decided that things were
cgetting out of hand. People, the most
difficult people to organise, were defeating
the Corporation and the gardai. They
were doingitin public, anditcould spread.

The Corporation responded with an
alnnesty. All squatters would be renoused
as tenants. However anyone sguatting
after that date would go to the bottom of the
housing list if they squatted a local
authority dwelling. With evictions being
called off and tenancies offered the DSA

rapidly ceased to exist. That particular
phase of the housing struggle was over.

hate

THE RECENT SPATE ofvicious attacks on old people living alone,
which was responsible for some of their deaths, disgusted
everyone. In the hysteria which followed, the media looked for
scapegoats. As usual, it was not long before some of them went

again for the easy targets: Travellers.
The Sunday Independent published a number of articles which were

virulently racist by any standards.

One of these, by that noted right wing

sensationalist Mary Ellen Synon, referred to Travellers as “beasts with no human

™

qualities™

This article was withdrawn from the Dublin editions of the paper but
irculated in the country and English editions. Thiswas followed by another article

-2 »
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by Vervnica Guerin quoting unnamed Garda sources as

saying that they knew

"eighty Travellers” who were involved in crimes against the elderly.
In response, the Irish Travellers Movement lodged complaints with the Gardaf
about the offensive and racist content of these articles under the Incitement to Hatred

law.
Race Relations Act.
In the

Supporters in England and in Northern Ireland also lodged complaints under the
[t remains to be seen if any of these complaints will be upheld.
meantime, Travellers have been harassed by the Gardai, their children

have had to endure even more abuse than usual - with some now afraid to go to school -
and the cause of Travellers’ rights has been set back again. The only people charged for
these murders were, in fact, settled people and, in one case, relations of the victim.
The Irish Travellers Movement issued a statement condemning the attacks on
the elderly and pointing out that Travellers too were horrified by them. The statement
continued: “We alsocondemn that partofthe media coverage of these crimes which has
singled outand scapegoated the Traveller community. It hascreated the impression

that all or most of these crimes were committed by Travellers and that all or most

Travellers are criminals.

“Thisimpressionis muchmore easily created thandispelledand we fear that
long-term damage may be done to the work for better inter-community relations and

understanding. We

call on the National Union of Journalists to censure those

members who have engaged in this activity, both journalists and sub-editors.

“We call on
the Gardai, in this
climate of pressureon
them to catch the
culprits, toensure the
highest possible
standuardsof policing.
In the interests of
arolding a miscar-
riage of justice they
must refrain from
allowing the anti-
Traveller antagonism
in the media,
commbined with the
pressure togetresults,
to translate i1nto
suspicion and
harassmernt of Travellers as a whole.”

RN Fe S TR R e s “_‘-.‘--‘-ﬂ
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*Bulldozer being used to evict Travellers at Clondalkin

They also called for a boycott of the Independent newspapers by the

voluntary and community sector when placing advertisements for jobs.

Again it

remains to be seen if this boycott will happen.

A militant picket on the offices of Independent newspapers would have left
them in no doubt how decent people felt about their racist journalism. And a call to
the jounalism and print staff to support a demand for an equal amount of space to
reply to the racist attacks would have been useful. Ordinary people have to learn to
supporteachother. The alternative, trusting te the "goodintentions" of government
and gardafis - to putit politely - a wee bit naive.



Page 6 Workers Solidarity Summer 1996

60TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SPANISH REVOLUTION

“It was like being brothers and sisters. It had always annoyed me that men in this country didn’t
consider women as beings with full human rights. But now therewas this bigchange. I believeitarose

THE POSITION of workersand
peasants in Spain in the 1920s
and 1930s was bad. If you were

femaleit wasappalling. Condi-
tions for Spanish women were
oppressive and repressive in

the extreme. The position of
women in Spain in the 1930’s

was similar to that in many
Muslim countries today. They
hadnoindependence, could be
“given away” in arranged
marriages and single women
were not allowed out without

chaperones.

The average daily wage of a male
agricultural labourer was 3 pesetas, a
woman got half this (1.5 pesetas) for work-
ing from dawn to dusk. Reforms often did
little to benefit women workers. For
example, when the republican government
of 1931 bought in the eight hour day this
just meant that women could be home at
5pm to cook and clean.

The 1931 government had
introduced limited divorce, given women
the vote and some limited maternity leave.

There was a small movement forwomen’s’

rights but it was reformist and based on
middle class and professional women.
Within the anarchist movement there was
little discussion of women’s issues.
However just before the military coup in
May 1936 two small groups of anarchist
women from Madrid and Barcelona merged
to form the Mujeres Libres (Free Women)

organisation

The revolution in Spain began as

areaction to the military coup (see Workers
Solidarity no.47). Workers organised by
the anarcho-syndicalist CNT union and, to

a lesser extent, the socialist UGT union

federations took to the streets. The

response was spontaneous and
courageous, heavily influenced by

spontaneously out of the revolutionary movement.”
Margorita Balagar quoted in “The Blood of Spamn’ by Ronald Frazer, p.287

anarchist ideas which had a:
deep implantation among
Spanish workers and
peasants. ;
Women were every-
where in the initial resistance
and fought as full and equal
members of the anti-fascist
militias up until November
1936, when the republican §
government ordered women
away from the frontline. Many
were Kkilled in the battle for
Madrid. There were changes §
in work, leisure and in
attitudes towards women.
Women were
involved at all levels in the
collectivisation ofindustryand

)
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exciiement as 3 wave 0l

swept over the republican
zone. Asone woman, Pepetia Carpena of
the Catalan regional committee of
Mujeres Libres, put it “even if I had died I
wouldn’t have wanted not to have had that
experience.”

FEAR OF CRIME touches most of us at times. Nobody
wants to be a victim, we all want to feel safe at home and in

the street. When politicians talk about crime they all say

much the same thing, "put more cops on the beat’, and
little changes. Dermot Sreenan offers an alternative view.

Crime and Punishment

JUSTICE IS a great concept ..but it
has little place in capitalist socety.
Once you start to question this
economic system you find that somuch
of what we are told is lies. The very
attributes which capitalism boasts:

Law, Order and Justice, are like props
on a film set. The closer you examine

them the more hollow and fake they

prove to be.

In order to enforce justice you first
of all have to decide what’s criminal. The
French sociologist Emile Durkheim in the
1890’s wrote “What confers a criminal
charocter on an act is not the nature of the
act but the definition given it by society. We
do not reprove certain behaviour because 1t
is crimunal; it is cnnminal because we
reprove it.” In other words what society
deems a crime is a crime.

The people who have always
defined what is and isn’t criminal have
been the ruling class. In pre-industrial
Europe crimes fell into two major

1) against the Church

2) against the aristocracy

Therulers, those in power at the
time, were the Church and the
aristocracy. Heresy, Sacrilege, and
Blasphemy were all punishable by death.
It was also a capital offence to pick fruit,

THE TROVBLE IS THAT ALL OUR
CAPITALISTS ARE CRIMINALS,

ories. It . |
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revolutionary enthusiasm | gpgrehist militiamen and militiswomen leave Barcelona for the front 52y, although sometimes not
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social changes. Old expectations,
assumptions and ways of behaving begin
to be questioned. Butchange doesn’t occur
overnight. Rather, change starts with a
disgussion. It’s though the often long and
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Free Women of Spain

' that the way in which we see
the world is radically altered.
So, as we can see in Spain, no
revolution is cut and dried.

In areas where they
were well organised, such as
Terrasa where anarchist
women in the textile industry
had a group since 1931, they
gained maternity leave and full
equalityofpay. Inmany cases,
though, the CNTwasunableor
unwilling tomake real it’s goal
of full equality. In textiles, in
general, where women formed
the overwhelming majority of
the workforce they still had the
lowest wages.

Ontheland therewas
further to go as attitudes
lagged even further behind.
However, in the collectives
% women found that for the first
4 time ever they did have a real

an equal say or vote to the
men. In some collectives such as Mazon
and Miramel in Aragon women and men
were paid thesame. In many, though, this

was not the case.
These collectives did assume that

o~ ) -2‘ “‘--ﬁ’-‘ - - R i °- ) i A e e
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hunt or fish on the lands of the King or the
nobles.

After theindustrial revolution the
only thing that changed was who decided
what was or wasn’t criminal. The new
ruling class replaced the Church and
aristocracy as the authors of laws. They
moved the goal posts and set the laws to
protect their own property. Property and
wealthis, afterall, what differentiates the
ruling class from the working class.

Victorian Values still alive

The Victorians, those beloved moralists,
decided to add a new dimension to dealing
with criminals. Punishment (an idea as
old as the Bible) was the way to ensure
that lessons were learnea Huge
institutions were built to house the mad
and confine the criminal. They would be
locked up and forgotten about. The ruling

THAT S JUST AN EARLY
STAGE OF CAPITALISM.

Whoever pays the piper call the tune

class would institutionalise those who did
not conform to the norms set down by
them. In the field of medicine, advances
have been made which led to a rejection of
these primitive views. Unfortunately the
same cannot be said for the judicial
system. We have Mountjoy (Dublin) and
Strangeways (Manchester), prisons still
in use in the 1990’s even though they
were built in the 1800’s .

Paper Versus Mary Jane
Thelaws havechanged with the times but

still seem to be weighted towards
protection of profit and the wealthy.
Cannabis and marijuana were outlawed
inthe United Statesir. 1937 after William
Randoloh Hearst :ed 2 ;ampaign against
Tnem < Preiect nis paper manufacturing
industry. Five years iater during World
War II the United States department of

EVENTUALLY THEY BECOME




right, which was an advance. Most
collectives, though, had a “family wage”.
This, of course, was almost always paid to
the man who would be assumed to be the
head of the household. The social division
oflabour remained. “Women’s work” was
“women’s work” and when women did
“men’swork” they still got women’s wages!
The CNTwascommitted, at least
in theory, to full and absolute equality.
They declared, at their 1936 Saragosa con-
ference, that after the revolution “the two
sexes will beequal, both in
rights and obligations.”
In practice, up to
1936, the CNT was failing
to drawin women. Women
in the union often found
that they were not being
taken seriously and that
sexism was not
uncommon. To combat
this the Mujeres Libres
group was founded in May

1936.

They aimed to
empower women, giving
them the confidence to
become 1involved in
anarchist politics. They
sawit ascrucial toinvolve

women and achieved much throughout
republican Spain. A major focus was on
education. In Barcelona they set up the
Casade LaDona,amajorwomen’scollege,
in 1937. By December 1938 the Casa was
taking in 600-800 women per day. They
ran numerousschools and coursesto train
women to enter industry in both Madrid
and Barcelona. As well as technical
training they urged trainees to fight for
full equality within the workplace.

They also undertook military
training, setting up a
shooting range in
Madrid. They opened
maternity hospitalsin
Terrasa and
Barcelona, and many
schools for young
children. These
schools based them-
selveson the anarchist
ideaof educationasa
processofdevelopment
and explorationrather
then one of factual
brainwashing.

They also
fought for and won
legalised abortion,
contraception and

women directly in the
struggle for their own
liberation. They did not see themselves as
feminists,infactaccording toone member,
Soledad Estorach, mostofthem had never
even heard of feminism. They believed
that ending the domination of women by
men was part of a larger struggle to
abolish all forms of domination.

Unlike the feminists who
narrowly focused on the individual
liberation of individual women, they
believed that the struggle for emancipa-
tionwas a collective one for anarchism and
freedom as a whole. None the lessa major
part of this fight was against the
undervaluing of women within the

anarchist movement.

Achievements
During it’s short two year existence

Mujeres Libres came to number 30,000

agriculture released a film called “Hemp
for Victory” which encouraged farmers to
grow hemp for the greater good for the

war effort.

Murder Versus Industrial Death

In the USA they have come up with a new
definition for murder which depends on
who commitsit. A boss who saves money
by not providing safety equipment for his
workers is responsible for what is termed
an “industrial death”. This happens if a
worker dies at his place of work due to a

divorce and, locally,
some rights to child
care for women workers. As the war went
on many members became increasingly
involved in the housing and education of
refugees.

Thisarticleonly allows for ashort
summary. Above all else, Mujeres Libres
stuck to their original agenda of
emancipation forwomen through theirown
struggle. As the war progressed the
socialists, communists and POUM (anti-
Stalinist Leninists) all set up “women’s
sections”. All wished to draw women into
thestruggle against fascism, andinto their
own organisations. None, however, took
seriously the idea of women’s emancipa-
tionasagoalinitself. Mujeres Libreswas
the only group which did so.

The fate of women in Spain was
closely tied to that of the overall
revolution. Asthiswas pushed back by the

Officially no crime was committed.

This example really brings home
tous the fact that justice is also defined by
what class you belong to: working class,
i.e. thelowpaid worker,ortherulingclass,
i.e. the property speculator.

The State V. the Working Class

Last year John Lonergan, the governor of
Dublin’s Mountjoy prison, admitted that
50% of the prison population come from a
few deprived areas of Dublin. 75% of the
prisoners are under 30 years old and 30%

work related - A
task. Thisis under
ot a crimi- o ; . 21.
s iy | YW property we do disdain, Te
The Ameri- no man has any right to buy and sell State,
can public  4po onrth for private gain. includ-
are bom- | ing all
barded with By theft and murder they took the land, + n e
the latest pow everywhere the walls spring up o ey
homicide Ty d” govern-
statistics but at their commana. ments,
are not so DK
w e | |1 changed
informed little in

about how many “industrial deaths” occur
in North America each year.

It’s not what you do it’s who you are
that counts

In his excellent pamphlet “Spike Island -
the answer to what”, Fr. Peter Mc Verry
highlights an exemplary couple of cases.

* A low-paid worker stole a
television worth £400. He was sentenced
to a year in prison and lost his job.

*A property speculator bought
land for £350,000. He later sold it for
£2,500,000. His earnings amounted to
£21,500 per week and his search for profit
added £400 to the cost of each house.

the last 30 years. Regularly we readin the
newspapers how the politicians are
waging awar againstcrime. In all reality,
they are simply preying on people’s fears.
The war is mainly being waged by the
police against the poorer working class
areas.

The police in larger towns and
cities are viewed by some as the enemy.
The police are waging the war against
crime. The ruling class have defined the
crimes. The police seek the criminals in
working class areas. Their search seldom
takes in the upper echelons of society. In
Cherry Orchard they send in the riot
police, when corruption is revealed in the

Communist Party and the government or
the day, so were they. As the militias and
collectives were destroyed their first orief
taste of frcedom was snatched away The
victory of Franco only served to
copper-fasten this process.

It is clear that the revolution did
bring some real gains for women. Itisalso
clear from the events of the Spanish
revolution that women'’s freedom cannot
be ignored or side-lined by

BEWARE
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reveoiutionaries It canrot € left until
after the revolutior or %o ““ne women’s
section.” A strugg!e whicn does not, from
tne beginning, aim ‘% wixz ‘reedom and
equality ior ail does =ct deserve the
namerevo:utiorn.

Conor McLoughlin

the Butchers Of Social Welfare

THE “WELFARE STATE” as we know itin Ireland and other EU
states is a child of the post-World War Il period when governments
were forced to introduce Social Welfare payments in order to deal
with spiralling unemployment and to head off social unrest.

. e " ;
Recent years have seen this “Welfare State

under vicious assault as Thatcherite econo-
mists and politicians attempt to drive down
what they see as state ‘meddling’ in their free
market. Welfare payments areblamed forhigh
wages (tell that to workers 1n fast food restau-
rants, contract cleaning or catering!) and for
making it “uneconomic” for welfare recipients
tore-enter the jobsmarket (as if there weretens
of thousands of jobs just waiting to be filled!).

This attack on the Welfare State 1s
part of the drive towards a single European
currency. In a global context we are witness-
ing the creation of three world “economic
superpowers’ - the
US/NAFTA axis,
the EU (expanding
into the former
Easternbloc)andthe
Japan/Asia/South
Pacific axis. In
Europe, govern-
ments and bosses see
the need to reduce
or at least hold back
wage levels in order
to be able to compete - especially with the
emerging Eastern European states and South
East Asia. Ther main strategy for the imple-
mentation is included in the Maastricht Treaty
which envisages the creation of asmgle Euro-
pean market with minimal restrictions on the
flow of capital.

A prerequisite for the - at least
partial - dismantling of the Welfare State
involves the hyping of Social Welfare “fraud”
and the peddling of the lie that Social Welfare
recipients areliving thehigh lifeat the expense
of “ordinary decent taxpayers”. The reality
however i1s that the real rip-off being
perpetrated on PAYE taxpayers 1s through a
variety of tax evasion and avoidance scams.
Consider the following facts:

According to the Comptroller and
Auditor General’s report for 1994 (published
August 31st 1995) the total amount of Social
Welfare overpayments attributable to fraud
was £11.46 million. The amount of tax out-
standing was a whopping 190 times greater at
£2,057 million. Even this phenomenal figure
does not reveal the whole picture.

*In 1994 taxes on capital raised just

- beef industry they have a tribunal and

manage to find nobody guilty.

Who do the police protect ?

Childish notions that the police
are there to protect and serve the
community soon disappear upon
experience. Their primary purpose is to
serve and protect the state and it’s ruling
class. Their use, over many years, to
smash picket lines during strikes
illustrates that point.

(Capitalism continues to open the
chasm between rich and poor. The poorer
people get, the less facilities are provided
for them. The councils and government
ignore the problems, hoping that nothing

1% of total taxation while taxes on personal
incomeamountedto 31.5% of thetotaltaxbill.
*PRSI on workers amounted to
16.2% of tax raised, almost double the 8.8%
contribution from corporation tax.

*PRSI collected in 1994 - £1,801
million - was more than the combined totals of
corporation tax and income tax from farmers
and other self-employed.

*Business and Finance magazine
has claimed that the Dunnes Stores family
trust owes £120 million in taxes since 1985.

*The 1994 tax amnesty wrote off

£500 million 1n due taxes. 35% of those who
availed of the

amnesty also
availed of the
1988 amnesty.

I |
course when the
Beef Tribunal
turned up evi-
denceof massive
taxevasionbythe
beef barons, no
company execu-
tive was brought before a court to account for
his/her actions. This, of course, had nothing
whatsoever to do with the fact that these same
beef barons were and are among the biggest
contributors to the political parties (or so we
are supposed to believe!).

Social Welfare “fraud™ 1s hyped for
two main reasons. Firstly, the path to
introducing cutbacks in welfare payments
(necessary for what the economists refer to as
the “convergence” of EC economies) will be
so much easier if workers can be convinced
that all Social Welfare recipients are ripping
them off .

Secondly - and equally importantly
for theimmediate future and job security of the
politicians - if workers believe that the reason
for high taxation on their income is the high
level of welfare “spongers”, their anger willbe
deflected from the real cause - tax evasion by
the wealthy.

Workers and the unemployed must
notallow this “divideand conquer™tactictobe

successful. United resistance to welfare cut-

backs 1s a must.
Gregor Kerr

will happen or blow up before the end of
their term in office.

The police are often the only
representatives ofauthorityin these places.
They are there to keep a lid on a growing
discontent. Last yearover 900 complaints
were dealt with by the Garda Complaints
Commission, this resulted in just three
suspensions from the force.

Justice for the police appears more
lenient. The state preferrs not to punish
it’s foot soldiers. It does not want
demoralisation among men and women
who do their bit for the class system by
dealing with those who will not conform.
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FIGHTER FOR
FREEDOM

THE BASIC BAKUNIN,

WRITINGS 1869-1871
Translated and edited

by Robert M Cutler
Prometheus Books, New York, £6.95

History is written by the victors.
The victory of Stalinism in the

USSR was certainly one of the
reasons why the works of Marx

were classified, published,
translated and sold in their

millions. The opposite is true for
Mikhail Bakunin’s political ideas.

This has meant that many of his
major works remain untranslated and
published. There are many well paid
academics who call themselves Marxists
but only a handful, like Noam Chomsky,
with the courage to call themselves
anarchists. So the work of translatingand
printing Bakunin’sideasremainsthe work
of a handful of dedicated and unpaid
activists. This book is a useful addition to

that ongoing effort.
- Bakunin led an adventurous life

travelling throughout Europe. When it
was once remarked to him that his manu-
scripts were in disarray he replied “mylife
itself is a fragmendt.” (see introduction).

This is a collection of writings
spanning what Cutlerdescribesas “a phase
of his activity which is central to his
anarchism, which is generallyagreedto be
one of his most significant projects and
which marks the height of his influence in
his life.”

They were originally written as
articles for the Swiss newspapers
‘L’Egalite’ and ‘Le Progress’ in 1869.
As articles they are well written and
readable, not boring economic or political

tracts.
Cutler divides the writings into

five parts. Parts 2, 3 and 4 would be of
greatestinterest to present dayanarchists
oractivists with aninterestin anarchism.
These deal with the differences between
bourgeois and revolutionary socialism (his
terms!), and the programme and tactics
which revolutionaries need to succeed.

Muchof his time wasspent trying
to show the difference between his ideas

and those of Marx. Bakunin’s position in
this battle of ideas is clearly outlined in
chapters like that on the policy of the
International Workingmen’s (sic)
Association. Bakuninemphasised the point,
that ideas are not handed down ready
made by intellectuals hot out of the
library. Ideas are learned through living
and through struggling. As he says of
“the worker”. (p.103)

“On the other hand, through
practiceandcollective experience, whichis
naturally always more broadening and
instructive then any isolated experience,
the progressive expansionand development
of the economic struggle will bring him
more and more to recognise his true
enemies: the privileged classes, including
theclergy, the bourgeoisie and the nobility;
and the state.”

Socialism was not boughtinfrom
“without” but was carried instinctively by
the great majority.(p.140) “People have
always longed for their emancipation from
every yoke that has enslaved them.”

This instinct was not enough
though, organisation was necessary.
Bakunin pointed to the International
Working Men’s Association of which he
was then a member as an example of how

to organise. He shows how it was acting as
a 'leadership of ideas'. (p.140) “The
International’s influence has never been
anything but one of opinion”.

This he compares to the state
which never calls on workers for anything
other then their “submission”.

Besides these basic anarchist
arguments there are other articles on a
range of issues like nationalism, social
democracy, education, land and
inheritance, and the general strike.

Overall this book is readable,
inspirational and still relevant. Unlike
the adoration of Marx by some Marxists,
we don't claim Bakunin as a deity with all
the answers. But he did point us in the
right direction. As a basic introduction to
anarchist ideas you could do worse than

start here.
Des Mc(

Jarron
Available from the WSM Bookservice
P.O. Box 1528, Dublm 8 for £8.00 mc. p+p.
Write for a free catalogue.

IN A WORLD where we are
taught to leave most of the

important decisions to bosses
and leaders, it can seem quite
novel to suggest that we make
upourownminds and carryout

our owndecisions. When people
first began to talk of ‘self-
activity’and ‘direct action’, near

the end of the last century, it
meant discarding trust in

‘better’ politicians who prom-
ised to change things from

above.

Intheworkplace todayit means
using work-to-rules, strikes and
occupations to win claims rather
placing our trust in Labour Relations
Commission, Labour Courtoranyother
supposedly impartial body. In the
community it means tenants &
residents associations organising the
non-payment ofmtez charges instead
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their promise to ge: rid of them.

What those with authority don’t
like is that by involving everyone who
will be effected it rejects the idea that
most people are stupid and powerless,
and so must leave the important
decisions to someone else. Most major
improvements were not just benevo-
lently handed to us by bosses and
governments. Most had to be fought
for, even things as basic as having the
weekend off work or being able to buy a
condom.

For anarchists, capitalism is
not only about rich and poor, it is also
about order-givers and order-takers.
There is a pyramid of power
and the lower down you are
the less control you have over
your own life. Anarchists
hold that control over one’s
life ought to be a basic right
ofevery person and group of
people.

Living in a society
where you can be bossed
around, where the decisions
that effect you at home and
at work can be made by
someone else, is not a good
way tolive. Fundamental to
anarchism is that everyone
can be involved in making
the decisions that will effect them.

Ourgoal is a free society where
production will be to satisfy human
wants and everyone can have their say
in how their job and community is run.
Means and ends are connected, the
means used must be ones that increase
confidence, thatencourage participatory
democracy. When people challenge the
order-givers at work or in their area,
anarchists argue for those effected to

MEMORIES OF
AN ANARCHIST

ICOULDN’T PAINT GOLDEN
ANGELS by Albert Meltzer
AK Press, Edinburgh, £13.95

THERE IS A long tradition of personal
autobiographies written by ageing
activistsin the anarchist movement about
their experiences and motivations. This
istherecently published autobiography of
Albert Meltzer, a British anarchist whose
life has taken him from the fights against
Mosley and support for Spaininthe 1930’s

through fringe involvement in a plot to
assassinate Hitler, the Cairo mutiny after
WWII, supporting the Spanish resistance,
to the Angry Brigade trials and fighting
the National Frontin the 1970’s.

The book also touches on more
recent involvement up to and including
the Poll Tax riot in London. Albert’s book
1s a valuable addition to the archive of
anarchist history, not because its an
accurate portrayal of the movementin this
period (it’s extremely partisan and
anecdotal) but becauseitremindsusofthe
reason and motivation we have for being
anarchists in the first place. Also among
the brief mentionsofevents are many that
would encourage you to try and find out
more and a valuable reminder of the way
anarchists have been written out of even

recent history.
Andrew Flood

This book 1s available from the AK Distribution,
33 Tower Street, Edinburgh EH6 7BN, Scotland.

Write for a free catalogue.

Thmklng _, about Anarchism

Direct Action

The problem for Lenin was that

in factories, on railways, in mines and
lotsofotherindustries workershad taken

take control of their own struggles, to
decide how their struggle is to be

conducted.
This is the antldote for apathy
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of interest but a lack of belief that
anything can be achieved. Encouraging
real involvement in day-to-day struggles
builds up people’s confidence and beliefin
their own ability to change things for the
better. By showing people their potential
power we help to politicise them,and make
them see that they can have the main role
to play in changing society.

This emphasis on self-activity
stands in marked contrast to most other
socialists. Ratherthanencouraging people
to use their ability to change things, they
seek instead to encourage dependency.
Trust the politician, the party, the leader
...trust a minority to make the rules for
everyone else.

*Direct action: the non-payment campaign

If one wants to do away with the
division into workers and bosses, why not
also the division into rulers and ruled?
Perhaps a great many socialists do not
believe thatordinary working class people
can run their lives, can run a modern

industrial country? One of the most
ludicrous resultsofthiswas Lenin and the
Bolshevik Party deciding during the
Russian Revolution that the workingclass
was not capable of running industry.

over, elected their own factory
commitiees and were showing theywere
more than capable of managing their
ownworkplaces. Notgoing to let reality
get in the way of a good theory, the
Bolshevik government outlawed the
committees.

Absurdintheirarrogance, they
still hand down a useful lesson for us
today. The Bolsheviks did not start out
as self-seeking despots. They had
ideals, though not enough of them. We
learnt thereis no pre-condition moreim-
portant for a successful revolution than
working class self-confidence. Ifthereis
not enough of this the running of society
will be taken over by whoever can sell
the image that they are the most
‘expert’ and ‘professional’.

When this happens
you can forget about
socialism. A minority is run-
ning things. At first they
convince themselves thatitis
a ‘temporary’ measure, but a
‘necessary’ one.

But rather than
handing away their power
they begin to develop into a
group withitsown interests,
and then into a fully fledged
ruling class. This is what
happened in Russia, and
every single time a minority
hasbeen trusted to rule a coun-
try after a revolutionary
upheaval.

Only a self-confident, activeand
politically aware working class can
create the true democracy that will
prevent this happening. We start
getting that confidence through taking
direct action.

Joe King
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his life in his native country, his
experience and dedication had won him
muchrespectinanarchistcirclesthere. At Fi n d

the time, the anarchist movementin Italy
The world’s wealth is produced by us -

ANARCHISM’S GREATEST HITS NO.2

was strong, the popularity reflected in the
fact that Umanita Nova, the daily
anarchist paper which Malatesta
founded, had, at its peak, a circulation of
over 50,000. Unfortunately, this golden
period was to be short-lived. When
Mussolini came to power the left-wing
papers were closed down, the anarchist
movement decimated and driven
underground, and Malatesta himself
spent the last five years of his life under
house arrest.

ANARCHISM IS based on the idea of individual freedom but the
anarchist movement, unlike most other political movements, does not
revolve around particular individuals. Our history cannotbe reduced
to the ‘history of great men’, rather it is the story of the development of
a particular set of ideas, and the struggle to put those ideas into

practice.
Thatsaid, there arefamous anarchists. Some are known because

their writings helped stimulate new thinking in the anarchist
movement, or define a new current in anarchist thought. Others, like

Errico Malatesta, are
famous because their very
lives epitomised the
development of anarchist
politics, and reflected the
setbacks and advances of
the movement.

-~ Born in 1853, into a
growing mood of republicanism,
Malatesta soon saw the need for a
more profound change in society,
and in 1871 joined the Italian
section of the International. At
the time, the main anarchist/
socialist strategy was to start
insurrections, drivinggovernment
officials out of small towns and -
burning the tax ledgers and bank
booksin the hope of sparking more
widespread rebellions, a tactic
which Malatesta supported
enthusiastically. He was forced to
flee Italyin 1878 after the assassi-
nation of King Umberto, by a
republican cook, led to a general
crackdown on radicals.

He returned to Italy after
five years spent travelling around
Europe, continually agitating for
anarchism, but was arresied in
1884 and had to leave again, this
time for Argentina, where he lived
for twelve years and was very
involvedin the organisation of the
labour movement. He again
returned to Italy, where he
became the editor of L’Agitazione.
After only a year, however, he was
arrested once , | '
managed toescape,andafie
years in America he travell
London.

There he lived and worked
for the next thirteen years, with a
mass campaign stopping him from
being deportedin 1909. In 1913 he
went back to Italy of his own volition.
Following the collapse of the general
strike of 1914, Malatesta, now in his
sixties, had toleave for London once more.
He spent the war years there, writing and
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speaking often on the need for anarchists
not to choose sides between two capitalist,
imperialist powers. Finally, in 1919, he
was able to return to Italy, this time for
good.

" Malatesta was, above all,
an activist. While he wrote
many articles and pamphlets he
was no academic, he was a
working electrician who wrote
when there was something to be
said, not for the sake of writing.
He described an anarchist society
simply, as a “society organised
without authority, meaning by
authority the powertoimposeone’s
own will”, “a society which
reconciles the liberty of everyone
with co-operation and liberty

»

ainong men”. What more needs to
be said?

We also see. 1In
Malatesta’s writings the changes
that were taking place in the
general anarchist movement.
Though he always reserved the
richt to use arms in the defense of
social gains, maintaining that “if
you want the corn, you need the
cannon”, over the yearsthe tactics
he emphasised changed, from the
insurrectionism of his youth to the
syndicalismofhisolder years. He
had always said that the
anarchist movement needed to be
151 bl ssible, and this
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believe, asdid the wider anarchist
movement, that this is incompat-
ible with the strategy of
‘propaganda by the deed’.

There is no one action or
book for which Malatesta is
famous. There have almost
certainly been better anarchist
writers, more skilled anarchist
organisers, anarchists who have
sacrificed more for their beliefs.
Perhaps though, Malatesta is
celebrated because he combined
all of these so well, exemplifying
thought expressed in deed, ideas
backed up by action, and all driven by a
flerce commitment to freedom.

RayCunningham
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ALTHOUGH most attention on
Mexico has focused on the libertarian
aspects of the EZLN, a consciously
anarchist movement is also coming
into existence there. This emerging
anarchist movement is disorganised
and small but has a rich history. It
wasbornin the lastcentury underthe
influence of Rodakonoty and
Chauvin, and later Ricardo Flores-
Magon who is still a popular figure.
Groups today range from the
counter-cultural Anti-Authoritarian
Revolutionary Youth (JAR), to the Motin

Mexican

anarchism

a rich history and

——=m> g re-emerging movement

group which seekstocreate the conditions
forsocial anarchism. Throughout the whole
of Mexico there are about 30 groups spread
out in a dozen towns with 400 to 500
militants.

In 1994, inspired by events in
Chiapas, the Self-Management
Libertarian Union (ULA) was born
bringing together individuals:from JAR,
Motinandasocial library. There are plans
fora national journal put together by about
a dozen groups spreadout over five towns.

On May 1st 1995 when the

official unions refused to organise a May

Day march, Mexico saw its biggest

protest march since 1968 with 1.5 million

people demanding:

*anend to NAFTA,

*3 rise in salaries,

*the re-employment of workers sacked
during strikes,

*political freedom,

*support for the EZLN.

The anarchist contingent brought
together some 3,000 people on this march.

Independent unions are
appearing in several towns and are
beginning to draw thousandsof members,
who have carried out sporadic actions at
Ford,intelecommunicationsandinthe oil
industry. Some unions give libertarian
ideas a warm welcome.

In December 1995 a meeting took
place between militants of the French
Anarchist Federation and a dozen other
Mexican anarchist groupsin the premises
of the Independent Textile Workers
Union.

Source: Le Monde Libertaire, 7 February 1996

the working class. We ought to enjoy the

benefits.
The Workers Solidarity Movement

is an anarchist organisation that fights
for a 32 county Workers’ Republic.

We stand for a socialism that 1s
based on freedom and real democracy, a
society based on workplace and
community councils.

This kind of socialism has nothingto
do with the state capitalism that was
practiced in Russia, and still is in China,
Cuba and other police states.

We oppose coercive authority, and
hold that the only limit on freedom of the
individual should be that they don’t
encroach on the freedom of others.

KKKk

As part of our fight for anarchism we are
involved in the strugglesfor higher wages,
for trade union democracy, for womens
rights, for jobs.

We oppose all divisions in the
working class. We fight against all
attempts to set Protestant against
Catholic, men against women, skilled
against unskilled, old against young,

hetrosexual against homosexual.
We are opposed to the British state’s

presence and to partition. We defend
peoples’ right to fight back. But we are
not nationalists, we do not merely want
to get rid of the border. We want to unite
our class and create a totally knew
Ireland.

3 ek Xk

% want more information about the
Workers Solidarity Movement.

NAME

ADDRESS

Return to WSM, P.O. Box 1528, Dublin 8.

Subscribe

I'ree pamphlet with each
subscription

Ireland: 9 1ssues for £5.00
or 4 1ssues for £2.50

Britain: 6 1ssues for £5.00

Europe: 4 1ssues for £5.00

Eastern Europe: 4 issues for $1.00

NAME:

ADDRESS:

I enclose £ for i1ssues. Send me my free
copy of [lIreland and British Imperialism,
or|_1The Spanish Civil War: Anarchism in
Action. (please tick one)

Return to Workers Solidanity,
P.O. Box 1528, Dublin 8.
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| ANARCHISM
IN ARABIC

OVER ONE hundred million people in
the world speak Arabic, or languages
closely related to Arabic. Though most
livein and around the Middle-East and
North Africa, a large number also live
in Europe, America and Asia. Very
few, at present, have access, in their
own language, to any of the major
anarchist texts that are currently in

print.

Until recently Daniel Guerin’s
book, Anarchism, was one of these books.
Written in 1965 by the well known French
anarchist, it remains one of the best and
most comprehensive introductions to
anarchist ideas. Now this book has been
translated and published in Arabic - a

major achievement.
Those who have worked on the

translation and the publication of this first
Arabic edition of Anarchism. are in the
Lebanon. They have minimal resources.
Their efforts have already been assisted
by a number of anarchist organisations in
Europe, including the WSM. |

Now word has reached us that
funds are too low to allow for widespread
distribution of the new Arabic edition.
This is why we are appealing to you 10
send any funds (no contribution is too
small) to help with this project. Please
send your donations to: Anarchism in
Arabic Appeal, c/o WSM, PO Box 1528,

Dublin 8.

All moneys received will be
forwarded to our Lebanese comrades 10
help with the distribution of this impor-
tant publication. Please letus know if you
require a receipt.

BANGLADESHIWORKERS
FIGHT 7-DAY WEEK

A SEVEN DAY working week,
sometimes as long as 16 hours a day.
That’s the lot of many clothing workers
in Bangladesh. Mistreatment and
beatings are common. So is sexual
harassment. Even rape and murder

are not unknown.
Since last summer, the National

Garment Workers Federation has organ-
ised many large demonstrations against
these primitive conditions. Job security is
non-existent and hundreds of union,
activists have been sacked.

The NGWEF are fighting to make
Friday a free day, for overtime rates to be
paid and for an end to the harassment of
women workers. The union has built links
with anarchist and radical unions-in other
countries, including the Swedish SAC and
the anarcho-syndicalist International
Workers Association.

Messages of support can be sent
to Amirul Haque Amin, NGWEF, GPO

Box 864, Dhaka, Bangladesh.

ANARCHISTSIN
RUSSIA'S FAR EAST

IN KHABAROUSK, in far eastern Russia,
some people have to walk to work because
they can’t afford the massively increased
bus & train fares. Anarchists have been or-
ganising a non-payment campaign. They
have also set up their own pirate radio
w station. club and a free university.

B :

World anarchisT

New$S

News from the Land of the Cedrs

LAST YEAR the Workers Solidarity Movement took part in an
international libertarian meeting in Spain. The following article,
which originally appeared in the French journal Alternative
Libertaire, is based on a report by Basina Bassan, a Lebanese

anarchist.

“The second Lebanese Republic faces
serious problems. Although the war was
ended by the 1989 Taef agreements, the
underlying cause of the war - the religious
divide -hasnotreally been addressed, and
so the situation remains explosive. For
example, although the Taef agreements
requiredthatcivil servicerecruitment must
ignorereligious denomination, we still find
near-perfect segregation between, and
withindepartments.

This mirrors the division of the
higher political functionaries - President
of the Republic, President of the National
Assembly, etc. - into Christian positions
and Moslem positions. What is worse is
that you cannot choose to remain beyond
to marry, for
example, you must have areligious service
for it to be legally recognised. You can be
an atheistonlyin your thoughts, nomore...

this division - if you want

GENERALSTRIKE

The situationischarged by the continuing
presence of Syrian and Israeli troops.
What's more, civil liberties are coming
under increased attack. In July of last

year, the General Union of Workers (an
' imilar to ICTU
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protest against the 40% increase in the
price of petrol. The government replied
with a han on demonstrations, and called
in the army to enforce it. The Lebanese

unions did not retreat, and heid a huge
demonstration in August to force the
government to rethink their position. Even
this, though, falls far short of the changes
that are needed.

Lebanonisalandofunrestrained
capitalism, with agovernmentin favour of
economic liberalism and privatisation -
thisin acountry with little electricity, few
telephones, and little clean drinking wa-
ter. The wages of the most impoverished
continue to fall, while the rich avoid
paving their taxes, and what money there
is the government spends on luxuries for
1ts ministers.

THE OPPOSITION - AGAINSTWHO
ANDWHAT?
There is little to say about the Lebanese
left - much of it is identical to the petit-
bourgecis parties, more interested in
getting a bigger slice of the cake than with
real change. Itsmembers actually support
the liberal economic policiesof the govern-
ment - it 1s strange to sometimes hear the
old Maoists quoting Marx to justify their
‘provisional return’to capitalism.

ENEW LEFT
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demonstrations, the radical communist left
is starting to regroup. It is made up of
many political strands, butitis noticeable
that even the nationalists are becoming

more influencea oy libertarianism, even
anarcho-syndicaiism. There 1s, then, a
glimmerofhcpe, providingeveryone learns
the bitter lessons of experience. If we can
work together in our areas of agreement,
we may be aole 10 regain the good years of
1970-75, before the war overtook the
radical left.

Ir conclusion, the Lebanese left
will have no chance to progress if it is not
open to all who agree with certain funda-
menta: criteria: combating the Israeli
occupatior, fighting for secul!arisation,
collectivisation cf vita: sectors (health,
education...;, the safeguarding cf public
iiberties, equality betweern women and
men, openness to the ‘advanced west’,

openness to agreement on the left...”

STRIKING BACK

THE LEBANESE Cererai Union of
Workers cailed a2 strike anad demonstra-
tion for February 29th. Their claim was
for increased wages ‘0 Xeep up with
inflaticn, more freeaom of expression and
an end W bdans oo demcnstrations. On
February 27th the government and army
declared a curfew for the 28th and 29th.
There was no demonstration but
the strike took place ali over the country.
Thisis the first time we have seen a curfew
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Swedish trade union says

ves to libertarian socialism

IMAGINE A TRADE Union

satisfying its members so much
that they voted to increase dues,
spend more on their ‘revolution-
ary’ newspaper and cut the
number of paid officials. That’s
what happened in Sweden last

year.
The anarchist-influenced SAC
trade union has rejected attempts to play
down the union’slibertarian socialist poli-
tics. Kieran Casey, the SAC’s
international secretary, explained “an
internal crisis arose when.due to economic
constraints the union decided to lower the
number of ombudsmen™ while continuing
to support our weekly paper ‘Arbetaren’
(The Worker). It was also necessary to
increase union.dueswhich hadremained
still for the past few years. The
following referendum resulted in a
small majority voting for a
relatively high increase.”
Members who wanted to
cut back on overtly political
activitiesand concentrate on more
conventional trade union work
split away but only took 15of the
120 local branches with them.

About 1,400 members resigned. While
thiswashappening five new SAC branches
were set up, and these had recruited a few
hundred new members by the end of 1995.

“Otherwise the SAC hasenjoyeda
steady, if slow, increase in members, mainly
in large towns, with young people
dominating. The ratio between men and
women 1s about 60/40 and the gap is
diminishing. Thisis a healthy sign and a
source for optimism.

“To finish off let us remember on

thisanniversaryof Joe Hill’s execution, his
focus on the word ‘organise’. We organise
ourselves notonly inthe struggle tochange
this rotten system of wage slavery but also

togainexperience and learn how to build a

future society based on self-management
and mutual aid” said Casey.

*Ombudsmen are full-timeexperts in labour law
and negotiation procedures whose services can
be called on by local union branches



ways to help people. The problem with this
theory, however,isthatit takes no account
of capitalism - the prevailing manner in
which the world is organised. Because of
capitalism the World Bank creates
poverty and destitution in most countries
that it involves itself with.

DEBT IS GOOD
Colonialism created massive inequality
wherever it went. Many Irish people, for
example, will be  familiar with thisin
regard to Britain - a
countrythathasalways
been wealthier than
Ireland. But in 1870,
when colonialism was

well underway in
Africa, Asia and the

¢ hankers who

ILL PEOPLE

continued from page 12

mind - these give some indication of the
disaster than is now facing many millions
of people in thisworld. It also explains, in
part, why nothing short of revolution will
change it.

Borrowingto pay for development
became an accepted (and correct) part of
the world economy after WW2. Almost all
countries borrowed to some degree -in part
asaresponse to the need to develop.inpart
because borrowing was an acce : ted

economic practice. Hm\ever with theomset
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thing 1s, is that just | keland Total manufacturing labour costs | poorer countries

twenty five years on | for this type of shoe are only 2% of the were hitseverely.

from that again (in
1985) the estimate had
risen to fifty two times.
This gives some idea of the impact that
institutions like the World Bank =0 the
IMF have had from the tme they were ¢
up. Rather than helping to 2llewvizte me
quality they began, very guickly. o mak=
it worse.

Looking at the figure above,
another thing is also very noticeable. In
morerecent decades(since theearly 1970s)
the increase in the disparityin wealth has
actually begun to accelerate - that is, it is
beginning toincrease at a faster and faster
pace. To explain and understand why is

this so, a couple of things must be bornein
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...........
.............

"final retail cost!

Because their
economies were

weak andvulner-
zhie they e 1o cootmme Srerowmg g
L I0F bgs oosts TwwWesd Somme  lss
WCrTTEEC 1T DT IhE Crisvesk o the s
SFE ETLS I IMET RT eV SOTTEEC
with e WB Between 1977 3nd 1982
thecrisisthst became known as the Debt

Mountain’ was well underway.

In some countries over 50% of all
moniesearnedinexportswasimmediately
going to pay off just the interest on the
debt. This was the first real occasion when
the IMF and the World Bank began to step
inwith the bigstick,demanding that things
be done its way orelse. In particular, the

The Money. The USA Canada and Britain set up the WB. These ‘donor

& countnes also set up the rules *Donor countries’ vote on the WB Board according to the

------ The Projects. Hydroelectnc dams, ports and highways are f avoured by the WB.

PrOJect.s lxke these eat up 50% of all money *loaned’.

..........

......
.........

......

............

.........

Often the port» are located

he:xvy industry’
(In fact a lot

For instance,

| jdeveloprmm commumty dlsruptlon environmental degradation, etc. Dam COI]SlTUCthll':ZZA
1sa classnc example dlsmptmg huge numbers of peOple for benefits that might often only |

-------------------

hners you must be a capxtahst The. WB regularly does business with dxctatorsl'upb Often
- people connected wrth the dlctatorshxp obtain ‘spin-off businesses’ from the main project

: ('bnbery and backhanders are not uncommon )

World Bank underwrote 2 ot of the
worid's debt (much of which was owed to
private banks).

Inthis way, it began to obtain an
enormous say in the internal affairs of
many countries. Indeed, it should be borne
in mind, that while this was happening at
its worst in Africa, it happened to some
degree in all countries including Ireland

As the ‘Debt Mountain’ began to
grow,economicthinking (ifonecouldcallit
that) also began to shift towards what we
now call “Thatcherism’ or ‘Reaganomics’.
This meant, that if there were bills to be
paid, then it was better to get poor people
to pay them. These sortsof policies began
to be applied throughout Afmcz =

particular, fromthe early 1980s cowsrss
They were known as Strectarsl
Adjustment Policies (or SAPs

Ingenerz] therariwes oot
funding 1~ 3l oo-<sSSETUE SETVICSS 25 3
means of Sving Domey I the debtor
ccamimes Merzmrowowes eexsmple). The
sswed memey could them be diverted to

Evmg of e bomks (the WB included).
“™ TR :."':-':'iems with SAPs, as
< s that ‘non-essential
are often deﬁned as the very

- -

ST ..
servic=s that the most people need in the

- - -

for instance hospitals, schools

\lr‘

-
—
-
‘

St pi3ce -
and the public services in general.
DISASTER

Eveninthe earlyeighties, some countries
were able to avoid the more stringent
aspects of the SAPs. This was largely
because of the existence of the Soviet
Union, which, to a degree, funded
developmentinitsownright. Forobvious
reasons, the Soviet Union tended to
financially support countries that took a
friendly attitude to it; it also tended to
trade with these countries. This, at least,
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- WORLD BANK DEATH:
 FIGHTING BACK

The WorldBankand::M x= ciliog
thousands of peopie every west wulh Ser
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| S agamst “WORID BANK DEATH'.
; Deopesorations are planned on
- M= Doy A forther mobilisation with
| iz plisce m Lyon, in France, in June to
comcade with the next meetmg to the G-7
{the “donor countries’ in the WB) If you
want 1o get help out wn.h these prOtests
contact the. WSM 4as soon as possrble

‘Africa’or‘corruption :r‘f::::;':e' b f et

is is that the SAPs more than :..3'
single policy strategy in .;':a:
years, have impoverished

C'

-a & Ab.‘;

WHO BENEFITS?
Given the degree of debt that currently

exists in the world, one might be forgiven
for thinking that the world’s economic
system has gone mad. After 4ll, it is a
strange to think that a country as rich as

Mozambiqueisclose tocollapse - givenits
mineral wealth, itsnatural amenitiesand
its resources. Indeed the impression that

gave S50
= - the world’s
countries an alter- :
. economic
mative seurce of @ Debtor's burden gy
L il ad TTa BT E T TS ™ s¥s.emlm -
b.. - . --5,- - = b. T < = = X - - P — -
— A sl | = ket i e T R S e contrel’ is
OIS i B 2 . g Do i’ .:_..:r.... —
bargsining room Be o
ar in
with the IMF/WB). :
mind that
However, Sub-Sahla;arl; Africa's o A
with the collapse of S G h
Lo Lo 1s muc as
the Soviet Unionin v e T
1989 this Blibock T
PoIsiane —— wealth is
R —— being made
PSS = from the
i3t point on, bod misery of the poor. Therein is the key to

no choice but to deal with and accept the
commandsofthe World Bank and the IMF
-which led to the real disaster that is now
facing millions in the world. At a time of
enormous wealth, millions are starving
and dying from problems that could be
eradicated with a relatively small sum of
money.

The United Nations hasestimated
that just $11 billion would pay for all the
primary health care needs in all countries
that are, today, considered to be

‘developing countries’. This includes
catering for all the immunisation
requirements in these countries and for
the removal of all serious malnutrition, as
well as providing safe, clean drinking water
foreveryone. Just$11 billion-one tenth of
what rich countries spend on weapons
every year.

Since theintroduction ofthe SAPs
in the 1980s, levels of poverty and
destitution have risen rapidly in Africa
and throughout the world. Ironically, the
World Bank’s World
Development Report (ayearly
publication) often flags this.
In fact, there is no better
source fordataonthe world’s
appalling poverty statistics.

Butthe World Bank,
while having the facts and
figuresatitsfingertips,rarely
draws the right conclusions
about its polices. On certain
occasions, it is true, it does
admit to ‘errors’, and even
‘miscalculations’ with
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what is wrong.
Institutionslike the WB and IMF

have an enormous say in the running of
the world - this is why they were set-up.
But who benefits from this power? You?
Me? Hardly. Thereal beneficiariesare the
people who depend on the Third World for
itsenormous mineral resourcesand forits
cheap labour pool. Coal, diamonds,
alumina, coffee, tea, grain, nickel, tin (to
name butafew)areall purchased at prices
that are far, far below their real worth.
We may ultimately buythe teaor
the coffee or the coal - but it is the
merchants in the middle that make the

real profit. Ultimately they control the
price of many commodities - and in this

way they alsoobtain animportant sayover
the wages and conditionsofthe workersin
these countries. From such control comes
the massive profits that are the hallmark

of capitalism today.

Kevin Doyle

ON THE

1s at

CapitolHill/2419



http://www.geocities.com/

IRISH ANARCHIST PAPER

WORKERS
SOLIDARITY

75p outside Ire

op

PAPEROF THEWORKERS SOLIDARITY MOVEMENT

NUMBER 48

QS
,\)

SUMMER 1996

MOZAMBIQUE lies in the southern part of Africa. Itis ahuge
country, nearly ten times the size of Ireland. Despite great
richesunder the ground - diamonds, coal and precious miner-

als-itisa verypoor country. Today, the legal minimum wage
is only $40 per month. Out of a total working population of

nearlysevenmillion adults, a bare 90,000 people earn this sort
of money - most people earn a lot less or nothing.

Last year, in order to maintain basic
standardsofincome, the Mozambique
government announced, with the
agreement of business and the trade
unions, that it was increasing the
minimum wage by about 37% or $14
dollars per month. At first sight this
might have seemed like a bonanza - in
actual fact it wasn’t. Last year,
inflation in Mozambique was running
at over 40%. Putting the sums
together, you’ll see that even with the
increase of $14 per month most people
would still be losing out.

Anyway, this increaseof $14
per month never actually happened.
A dispute arose between the World
Bank (WB), the International
Monetary (IMF') and the government
of Mozambique as to whether or not
Mozambique “could afford” this pay
rise. A representative of the IMF, a
person by the name of Sergio Leite,
intervened and ordered that, in
accordance with IMF/WB policy,
inflation in Mozambique be kept at
just 24% annually. In other words, no
pay rise. |
A further dispute then arose.
It was pointed out to Mr Leite by a
group representing countries such as
Denmark and Sweden that the
infrastructure of Mozambique was
already in danger of collapse. Some
30,000 jobs in the government had
already gone, largely as result of cuts
introduced by the IMF/WB in 1994.
These jobs, a quarter of all salaried
work in the country, were mainly in
areaslike health andeducation-areas

already poorly funded.

The outcome for Mozambique, in
relation to this particular case, is still not
clear. Despite theinterventionsofoutside
governments on its behalf, the stark
likelihood is that the World Bank and
IMF will eventually get their way. This
gives some idea of their enormous power
in today’s world. It is often power over
life and death.

No one ever elected the IMF’s
Sergio Leite into power. In fact, it is
probable that few people in Mozambique
even know who he is, or even know about
what heisdoing. Inreality, Leite himself
is just 2 messenger for decisions that are
taken about Mozambique in Washington,
London and Geneva.

In the headquarters of the World

Bankand theIMF, decisionsare also taken
about many other countries - in Africa,

Asia, South America, and European
countries like Ireland. It is here that the
real course of ourlivesis decided. We may
vote - at elections- for whomever we want,
or for whatever polices are on offer - but,
at the end of the day, what actually
happens is not decided by us but by
the likes of those who run and staff
the World Bank and the IMF.

These two institutions - set up
during World War 2 - decide on the main
features of our economies today. They
decide whether money should be put into
the economy (increased public spending
or whether money should be taken out

(cutbacks). They have one main
consideration in mind when they maxe
these decisions. Theyconsiderwhatisthe
best thing for business’ - thats what
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*Child eating from a rubbish bin, just one result of structural adjustment

happened in Mozambique.
The World Bank and IMF obtaineci

the power that they now have largely
result of the unequal balance in wealth

that was created in the worid

colonialism. Countries Le
Mozambigue, and to 2 lesser degree
Ireland, were plundered under
colonialism. They were lefi with very little
in termsofinfrastructure - thatisschools,
housing, roads, electricity services,
hospitals, etc. On the other hand,

countries such as England, France, Italy
and the United States emerged in much
better - :: :‘cn It was these countnes

- - - - -

—

The proper name for the World
Bank is actually the International Bank
for Reconstructionand Development. From

one can get some idea of
ctuz! purpose of the WB is
eant to be: “to loan money at a
‘=zvourable rate to developing countries
:':r the purposes of economic
=velopment and progress.”

In theory this is a great idea.
Developed countries like Britain, the
USA and Japan have enormous
resources and wealth at their disposal.
Why shouldn’ they lend money at a
reasonable rate to poorer countries for
the purposes of development? In fact,
obtaining cheap money (credit) so as to
provide hospitals, schools, roads, power
plants, and a clean water supplyisone
of the best ways o help build up the

-

wealth of 2 comniry

-
-

Actzally, it IS one

of the best

continued on page 11






