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Notice.—A Public Meeting organised by the Socialists of London 
will be held at South Place Institute on Friday October 14, at 8 o’clock 
p.m., to protest against the murder of the Chicago Anarchists.

A meeting of protest will also be held at Cleveland Hall, Oct. 7, at 
8 p.m.
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Monthly ; One Penny.

LAND NATIONALISATION.
The rupture between Henry George and the American Socialists at 
the Syracuse Convention, whence the Social-Democrat delegates were 
excluded, will deeply afflict many of Henry George’s supporters in this 
country. Having received from his powerful attacks against the idle 
land-grabbers their first impulse towards Socialism, and having seen 
in him one of those who undoubtedly have contributed towards pre
paring the ground for Socialist ideas in this country, they will be 
grieved to see the man whom they considered as an earnest champion 
of the oppressed, turning now his back on the workers and entering 
into a union with the middle-class.

For a union with the middle-class it was, this Syracuse convention 
of the United Labour Party, at which Labour was not represented, 
even by a feeble minority; while lawyers (fourteen lawyers I), doctors, 
parsons, employers, and grocers fully represented all fractions of the 
middle-classes. Its platform is a middle-class platform throughout.

Many of Henry George’s supporters will be deeply grieved at what 
they will consider as his new departure. But if they now revert to 
what was the real meaning of his teachings since the very first day he 
began to expound them, they will see that his present tactics constitute 
no new departure at all; and they will understand why the middle
classes have shown, from the beginning, so much sympathy with his 
teachings. The present position of Henry George is a logical develop
ment of the ideas he has professed since his first start; and the whole 
doctrine of land nationalisation—as it has been expounded and pro
fessed in this country—never was anything but a theory inspired by 
the desire of the middle-classes to have the lion’s share in the profits 
and political importance derived from the possession of land. What 
we say now is not new; many years since, comrade Hyndman power
fully exposed the defects of the land nationalisation schemes; and 
neither Social-Democrats nor Anarchists have entertained delusions 
as to their real meaning.

When the land-nationalisers denounce the idlers who pocket the 
surplus-value given to land by the aggregate efforts of the whole of the 
nation, one can but fully agree with them. But one is inclined to ask, 
why they, who are so keenly conscious of the evils of private appropria
tion of land, and so boldly denounce them, are so blind as not to per
ceive the evils which have arisen in our industrial and trading century 
from the appropriation by the few of the unearned increment on the 
industrial field? How is it to be explained that the identity of the 
two means of appropriating for the rich the fruits of the labour of 
the poor escapes them, while it is clear even to the most bourgeois of 
writers ? and how is it that they continue to launch their thunders 
against one class only of the two great classes of exploiters 1

The rank and file of the land-nationalisers—those honest workers 
who earnestly believe that land nationalisation is preached in the 
interest of the workers—do not understand how anybody can denounce 
the land-grabber, or.ly that he may the better become a land-grabber 
himself, and they answer to these questions, “ Let us only under
mine the landed property; its evils are better felt and understood; 
then the capitalist oppression will receive a mortal blow at the same 
time.”

Immense illusion I because the real result of the land nationalisation 
schemes would be to divert from the middle-classes the blow which the 
working-classes are preparing to strike at their exploiters, and to direct 
it to their only competitor in exploiting—the landlord. During the 
Chartist movement the workman was used by the middle-classes to 
snatch away the political power from the landed aristocracy. Now 
he is to be used to snatch from them the land, and to hand over this 
real foundation of all power to the middle-classes.

The rank and file are too honest to see it; but the leaders know 
well that it is precisely so. And H. George himself is not mistaken on 
the subject. In his last leader in the Standard (September 10th) he 
openly says : “ It is evident that the change would profit the capi
talists and labourers,” and he goes so far as to argue that “ we have 
few capitalists who are not labourers.”

The bourgeois leaders of the land nationalisation o
perfectly aware that their scheme would first profit capitalists, just 
because it would increase the range covered by capital; and we know 
that everything which profits capitalists and widens the field of their 
powers will ultimately result in a further enslaving of the workmen.

In fact, two separate things must be distinguished in land national
isation schemes: the title, and the contents; the banner with iti tine 
inscription, and the merchandise covered with the banner.

TREACHERY AND MURDER.
The rulers of America threaten the world with two fresh outrages 
upon humanity.

In America, as in some other unhappy lands, there are certain 
ambitious individuals who take upon themselves to pose as servants, 
representatives, and guardians of their fellows. And in America, 
as elsewhere, these officious persons serve, represent, and guard nothing 
and nobody except property and property monopolists.

A hundred years ago they made a set of rules for this purpose, called 
the Constitution. Mr. Gladstone says it is the finest thing of the sort 
devised by man. In accordance with these rules the great mass of 
American citizens have submitted for one hundred years to have the 
fruits of their labour stolen from them by a handful of monopolists.

But the spirit of revolt is stirring amongst the wage-slaves of the 
world. Rulers and monopolists are beginning to tremble; to join 
hands for mutual support; to catch at every pretext to cow the masses 
—those of “ free ” America amongst the rest.

Eighteen months ago the victims of capital in Chicago rebelled. The 
majority did not dare go to the root of the matter and claim free use 
of the land they had tilled and the machinery they had made. They 
only struck for a little larger share of the wealth they created ; but 
they were bold and determined, and amongst them were men like our 
Anarchist comrades, who fully faced the facts.

Like Irish landlords, the American capitalists stuck at no means to 
crush the people. The Chicago police batoned and fired upon the 
strikers with as much good-will as Mitchelstown constables. A public 
meeting was summoned to protest. It was peacefully dispersing when 
the police made ready to charge the people. At that moment a bomb 
exploded in the police ranks.

Who flung the bomb remains unknown. The police themselves re
cognise that it was not thrown by any one of the Anarchists accused ; 
and certainly not by the eight together who have been prosecuted for 
“ conspiracy ”; that is, plainly speaking, for the Anarchist ideas they 
have spread. But in America justice, like the opinion of the press, 
is for the highest bidder. The Chicago capitalists spent .£20,000 on 
the jury, that men whom they hated for seeing and speaking the truth 
might be condemned to death.

Last month the same judges, sitting this time in the Supreme Court 
of Illinois, confirmed the sentence which condemns seven honest men, 
after eighteen months’ imprisonment, to hang for their opinions. Our 
comrades, one of whom is an Englishman, are to be murdered in cold 
blood, not because they took up arms against the police, but simply 
because they are Anarchists—enemies of authority and property.

Whilst the capitalisVridden American Republic is thus outbidding 
English Tories in the war of authority against freedom of speech and 
public meeting, it is stealthily extending a finger across the ocean to 
support the vilest despotism in Europe. An Extradition Treaty with 
Russia is to be quietly slipped through Congress : a treaty to deliver 
up any Russian refugee who has publicly protested, by word or deed, 
against a Government which mercilessly crushes out every sort of free
dom of thought, speech, and action amongst its unfortunate subjects.

Truly in spirit all governments are alike: official defenders of 
tyranny and injustice in society, who have managed to surround their 
vile office with a halo of superstitious reverence in the eyes of the 
masses. Empires, monarchies, republics, autocracies, aristocracies, 
democracies—they are one and the same. Unscrupulous enemies of 
human development and social freedom. Armed guardians of every 
unfair privilege, every evil system, every oppressive institution which 
has grown up amongst men. H inderers of progress, from whom space 
for every social advance must be extorted by perpetual protest, per
petual revolt, at the cost of the best lives of the

When shall we learn, not to alter the form 
do without government altogether ?
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