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New and forthcoming tities from
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' The State 8 " Zapata of Mexico
| by Harold Barclay % Dy Peter E. Newell
“The immortality of the state e A ¢ An new and updated account of the

is the greatest myth of our i man described as the ‘purest
IR  socicty.” embodiment’ of the Mexican Revolution

Wildcat: Anarchists Against Bombs syl The Shadows under the Lamp:
by Donald Rooum ~ [ymseiss essays on September 11

LAMP
The sixth in this very popular =l and Afghanistan
A series of comic books explores PSSy Dy Ronald Creagh

s
ANA‘C‘!IQTS AGAINST BOMBS

IL¥vin

arnns s radte commbee By Dunabd Reokw
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e~ the arms trade S and Sharif Gemie

All these and much more available from our bookshop or by mail order

84h Whitechapel High Street « London E1 70X



Welcome to the 22nd Anarchist Bookfair. With
eighty stalls and fifty meetings, it’s our largest
Bookfair ever. Last year the Bookfair was held in
two sites: Camden Centre and Friends Meeting
House, but the two sites were not ideal. This
year for the first time we’re at ULU and we have

the upper four floors — more space than we’ve
ever had before.

In a era of Tony Blairs there is no need to
explain the poverty of party politics. People
want a better world and that desire is not
connected with little crosses on ballot papers.

Anarchism is growing: you know it makes
sense.

From activism to academic research, education
to sex, alternative comedy to art, and prisons to
new worlds, this Bookfair is about the diversity
and creativity of anarchists and anarchism.
From sharing a pint with an old friend, forging a
new contact, sharing an experience or creating
something new, make the Bookfair work for
you. Just fucking do it.
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BOOKFAI

R

BOOKFAIR FINANCES 2003
EXPENDITURE '
Hall Hire : 26528
Programme Printing e
Publicity Printing Costs wosn
Stickers | i
Postage o
Creche |
TOTAL COSTS 4760
REVENUE |
Stalls and Meetings 2%
Advertising for programme - 2
Donations: Bucket
Cheques 800
TOTAL REVENUE ' 4655
SURPLUS 105

2003 income figures are projections
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PLENTY FOR ALL | | JOBNAIL REVIEW

v A GUIDE TO SMALL PRESS & ALTERNATIVE PUBLISHING
\ ——
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T-SHIRTS, LATEST CLASS WAR PAPER,
MINERS" 20TH ANNIVERSARY
CALENDAR, AND ALL THE USUAL
GOODIES AT THE CLASS WAR STALL

ALSO SHOWING THE VIDEO ‘INCITEMENT TO RIOT’
PO Box 467, London E8 3QX www.classwaruk.org
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* SAMPLE £3 ($6) * SUBSCRIPTION £7.50 ($15) %
payable ‘HOBNAIL PRESS’ (overseas cash only)
I HOBNAIL PRESS PO BOX 44122 LONDON SW6 7XJ UK
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A Distribution, AF, AK, ASS, Aufheben, Chronos,
Class War, Corporate Watch, Cunningham
Amendment, Freedom, Women'’s Strike, HSG,
Haven, Hobgoblin, Hole books, Housmans, KS
Library, London Rising Tide, Northern Herald
Books, Norwich Anarchs, Total Liberty,
Untamed Distro, Veggies

CRECHE

The Play and Freedom @ Creche was created
following MayDay 2000 when a group of us felt
that we could set up and run our own creche for
the Anarchist Bookfair rather than relying on an
organisation that charged us a lot, but paid their
workers a low salary. We welcome children from
2 to 8 years. Children under 2 years are
welcome as long as their carer attends with
them as our insurance does not cover children
under 2 years of age.
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12.00 OPEN SOURCE REVOLUTIONARIES
The experience of J18 produced a debate

on whether to “Give up activism”. The
argument ran that our protest activism

wasn’t up to the job of overcoming capitalism
as a set of social relations. The debate was
never resolved and most of our activity

still appears to be “militant lobbying”. But if
we give up the activist mentality what do we
replace it with? This workshop looks at the
free/open source software movements to see
iIf their attitudes and techniques of

distributed cooperation can be

transported to political movements and whether
they might provide clues to a new model of
militancy.

1.00 THE FUTURE OF LDMG?

The Legal Defence & Monitoring Group was
reformed for J18 and has continued to provide
Legal Observers since. We are now considering
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the future of LDMG. Do Legal Observers help or
hinder direct action? Doesn’t it lead to an
unhealthy specialism? Shouldn’t we all be legal
observers on actions? Please come and join the
discussion.

2.00 AN INTRODUCTION TO RADICAL
ROUTES

Practical information on how to set up a co-
operative: housing co-op/workers’ co-op /
social centre.

We want to see a world based upon
equality and co-operation, where people
give according to their ability and receive
according to their needs. Where work is
fulfilling and useful and where creativity is
encouraged, where decision-making is
open to everyone with no hierarchies and
where the environment is valued and
respected in its own right rather than exploited.
We want to take control over all aspects of
our lives.

3.00 ADVERTISING HOARDINGS PISS ME OFF!
Haringey Solidarity Group

Bloody adverts are taking over every part of our
streets. | thought 20 foot billboards were bad
enough. Now they are even larger, brighter and
“in your face”. Add to this the adverts stuck in
the middle of the pavement, on telephone
boxes, the backs of bus tickets and even
beamed onto the side of buildings. But people
are fighting back. Subvertising is a glorious way
of getting a different message across and gives
you a good buzz as well. But is it enough? Will it
actually get rid of this visual pollution? Both for
pixies of the night and for those wanting to start.

4.00 PALESTINE AND THE ROLE OF THE
INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY MOVEMENT.
Caroline Gelenter

| am going to Palestine from the August 6th to
22nd October working with the international
solidarity movement and the international
women’s peace service. As | will have just



returned from the occupied territories | will
focus on what | have withessed and what role
internationals are able to play in supporting the
Palestinians in their struggle.

5.00 MASS ANARCHIST GRAVES IN SPAIN
More than 25 years after the so-called
‘transition to democracy’, thousands of victims
of Franco’s repression remain in mass graves all
over Spain. In the last few years, volunteers
from various countries have assisted relatives
and local people to dig up these graves, once
again bringing the crimes from the Franco
regime to light. A look at the history and the
reactions at present, while asking questions
about the future.
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12.00 ORGANISING LOCALLY IN WORKING-
CLASS COMMUNITIES

Members of Hackney Independent Working
Class Association (IWCA) will be leading a
discussion on organising locally in working-
class communities. They will start off by briefly
outlining some of the activities they have been,
and are involved in, before opening up, what will
hopefully be an honest and thought-provoking
debate.

1.00 CORPORATE STRUCTURES,
CORPORATE CRIME AND CORPORATE
PROPAGANDA

The legal structure of UK corporations
encourages selfish and irresponsible behaviour.
Public Relations tries to hide this. Discussion of
these issues and more with Corporate Watch.

2.00 EVERYTHING YOU WANTED TO

KNOW ABOUT THE LAW, BUT WERE
AFRAID TO ASK...

A couple of lawyers explain their dirty job
defending the guilty and prosecuting the police.
A guide to the criminal law and the civil actions
that can be taken following acquittal.

3.00 THE ZAPATISTA COMMUNITIES IN
RESISTANCE

The struggle by the indigenous people in
Chiapas, Mexico to create autonomous self-
managed communities reached a new stage in
August 2003 with the public inauguration of five
Zapatista “assemblies of just government”.
What can we learn from this struggle? How can
we link with this struggle? Introduced by
Edinburgh-Chiapas Solidarity Group and also
the Zapatista solidarity group in London.

4.00 WORKERS VERSUS BOSSES

Organising at work. North/East London
Solidarity Federation on anarcho-syndicalism in
the modern workplace.

5.00 EMMAS, LONDON SOCIAL CENTER
Where now? What to do? and how? A chance
to find out if London can create a Cowley Club
or 1in 12 Club of its own?
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12.00 PERMACULTURE - REVOLUTION
DISGUISED AS ORGANIC GARDENING?

A participatory workshop led by Ron Bates and
Graham Burnett (Land & Liberty Books)
Permaculture offers a radical approach to food
production and urban renewal, water, energy and
pollution. It integrates ecology, landscape, organic
gardening, architecture and agro-forestry in order
to create rich and sustainable ways of living. So
how can individuals and communities use
permaculture design to reconnect with the land?

1.00 POLICE INFORMATION GUIDE

A talk and discussion on police organisation,
tactics and strategy on demos and protests as
part of a project to produce a police information
guide of useful info and handy tips to foil their
dastardly machinations.

2-5.00 WHAT IS ANARCHISM?

The Anarchist Federation is convening a series
of three meetings at the Bookfair explaining
what we think anarchism (and what it isn’t). It’s
intended as a handy introduction for those
becoming interested in anarchist ideas for the
first time. As a bonus a French anarchist will
hopefully be speaking about the recent wave of
unrest there. There will be time for questions
and discussion.
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1.00 CAPITALISM, ANIMALS & ANARCHISM
How do we break open the cages? A debate on
how we can build a libertarian society by
fundamentally transforming the realtions
between humans and animals.

2.00 GETTING OUR MESSAGE ACROSS
With direct action weekly newsheet ‘Schnews’
and Worthing ‘Porkbolter’. Of course anarchists
can’t rely on corporate media whores to
promote our ideas. So how exactly do we go
about establishing direct and fruitful
communication with a public that may not
exactly be gagging to hear from us?



3.00 PRISONER SOLIDARITY,

PRISON SURVIVAL

Mark Barnsley

As Blunkett’s Police State continues to get
stronger and stronger, as a political activist it is
more likely that you will spend time behind bars
than during any other period in recent history.
As a movement we need to be able to deliver
real solidarity to our political prisoners, and
Anarchists also need to survive and

maintain their integrity while locked up.

Mark Barnsley has spent nearly half his

adult life behind bars as an anarchist prisoner,
serving 10 years in more than 20 high security
prisons, with around two years of that time
spent in solitary confinement. He has also
been involved in prisoner support work for

25 years.

4.00I1S IT BETTER TO BURN OUT THAN TO
FADE AWAY, AND WHY DO PEOPLE DO
EITHER?

Discussion for disillusioned and/or exhausted
anarchists. How/when did we lose the spark?
How do we deal with it in a way that doesn’t
cost us our sanity, but doesn’t just mean giving
up?

5.00 SETTING UP A CO-ORDINATED
NETWORK OF ANARCHIST STUDENTS |
Anarchist Youth Network

As well as lots of young people, universities
have lots of money for political student
societies. With the upsurge of political activity in
universities, an organised anarchist students’
network could do a lot for anarchism in Britain.
If you’re going to Uni, come and help start

one up!
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PERFORMANCE SPACE

2-7.00 THE PERFORMANCE CLUB

Tony Allen, Mr Social Control, Yap (the ranters’
ranter) and friends. Rolling cabaret, on the hour,
every hour.
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12.00 ANARCHY IN ACADEMIA
This is an informal session for students and
academics (or prospective ones) to meet and
chat. How can we use anarchist theory? How
do we resist university bureaucracy? Can one
be ‘academic’ & ‘anarchist’ simultaneously?
How can academic writing/teaching serve
anarchist purposes? What can we learn from
each other?

1.00 THESSALONIKI 8

PRISONER SOLIDARITY CAMPAIGN

Eight activists, including London anarchist
Simon Chapman, were beaten and fitted up,
during the EU summit in Thessaloniki. They are
now facing up to 25 years in Greek prisons. See
the evidence of this fit-up and discuss solidarity
work. Alternatively, we hope Simon is freed, so
he can speak!

2.00 MAYDAY 2004

A meeting to reflect and learn from all things
Mayday 2003, and to consider the possibilities for
Mayday 2004 leading towards a mini conference
in November. Everything is open for 2004 at this
stage so cunning plans are top priority.

3-5.00 NEW VIDEO: MUMIA LAWYER
SPEAKS

Video showing Eliot Grossman, one of Mumia’s
lawyers, discussing the legal and political
dimensions of the case of Mumia Abu-Jamal at
a public meeting. The video also includes the
confession of Arnold Beverly who says he killed
the policeman whose death Mumia was framed
for. Followed by an update on the legal situation
and discussion.

5-6.30 DEMO SAFETY AND BASIC FIRST AID
An introduction to the concept of street medics
and their role on demos. A round-up of some
basic police tactics in public order situations,
some advice on how to stay safe and some
basic first aid for the times it goes wrong.
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12-2.00 FIGHTING FORCED LABOUR - THE
CAMPAIGN AGAINST PRISON SLAVERY
Slavery has NOT been abolished in Britain,
behind high walls and locked doors it still
flourishes. Working class people are being
forced to toil in poor conditions, beyond the
reach of health and safety inspectors, denied
even the most basic employment and trade-
union rights, and severely punished if they
refuse to work. In British prisons, there have
been savage cuts in education budgets over the
past half-decade, any pretence at rehabilitating
prisoners and empowering them with trade
skills has been abandoned. They are now seen
as a readily exploitable labour force, a Third
World colony in Britain’s own backyard, cheap,
non-unionised, available, and literally compelled
to work. Indeed David “Workhouse’ Blunkett is
now looking to extend this forced labour to
those unable to pay fines.



2.00 ANARCHIST WORKERS NETWORK
Industrial organisation is a vital element of
Anarchism. The LWG, which is being launched
at the Bookfair, is a network which aims to link
anarchists in workplaces and unions, as well as
raising the black flag in the labour movement.
Come and hear about it!

3.00 WHAT IS ANARCHISM?

This session is aimed at people who are new to
anarchism, or those whose first contact with
anarchism is the Anarchist Bookfair itself. It will
be led by Toby, one of the editors of Freedom
newspaper. As well as outlining the roles of
direct action and class struggle in anarchist
theory and practice, he will try and show how
the groups represented at the Bookfair are
related to each other. What, in other words, is
the essence of being an anarchist?

4.00 FREEDOM USERS’ MEETING

This will be a chance to discuss the
development of Freedom the newspaper, as
well as the publisher and bookshop of the same
name (which are attached to it). It will also be an
opportunity to discuss the Autonomy Club, our
new social centre.

5.00 CONCERNING STIRNER

Many anarchists probably know something of
German writer Max Stirner without actually
reading his work. This meeting is for people
who are interested in “Saint Max”, whether
they’ve read him, are wondering if they can face
it, or have no intention of reading him but would
like to know more about this controversial
figure. There’ll be a short presentation, followed
by discussion. No previous knowledge required.
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12.00 WOMBLES
Over the years since WOMBLES has been in
existence we have become a meeting ground
for revolutionaries,
anarchists and anti-
authoritarians and
have never shyed
away from
confrontational
actions. We are
currently involved in
Social Centre projects
like the Autonomie Club
@ Freedom, setting up
squatted spaces,
alternative media, helping
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to organise events like MAYDAY for the past
three years, anti-war actions, prisoner solidarity,
anti-fascist activity, Reclaim the Future raves,
benefit gigs, film showings, alternative press
publications and continue to hold public
meetings every week in central london. Despite
the press bullshit, special branch/pig
harassments we are still here fighting, not for
our ‘right’ to protest, but for our lives. Come and
get involved, whether you’re from London or
further afield we want to meet up and further
expand the limits of our collective struggles.

3.00 LEARNING THE LESSONS OF THE
ANTI-WAR MOVEMENT

There has never been more opposition to a war
than there was to Bush’s and Blair’s invasion of
Iraq — but could we have done things better in
Britain? Did the marches achieve anything?
What about direct action? Why did school
students do more to oppose war than the
unions? Has opposition to war evaporated?
SchNEWS investigates...

4.00 G8 IN UK 2005: MOBILISING WITHOUT
LEADERS

In 2005 it’s the turn of the UK state to host the
annual G8 summit. It’s up to us to make sure

‘they have a rough ridel!

5-6.30 ‘NOW GET OUT OF THAT': SELF-
DEFENCE FOR YOUNG REVOLUTIONARIES
Workshop on basic self-defence techniques for
street situations.

STALLS
1in 12 Library Collective, Active, ALF
Supporters Group, Anarchist Arguments,
Anarchist Black Cross, Anarchist Youth
Network, Black Flag, Catholic Worker, Counter
Information, Do or Die, Entartete Kunst,
Godhaven Ink, Institute for Social Ecology, ISM,
London Animal Action, NE London Sol Fed,
Northern Anarchist Voice, Notes from Nowhere,
Notes from the Borderland, Radical Routes,
Re-Pressed Distribution, Religious
Anarchism, Schnews, Socialist Patients
Collective, Solidarity Federation, Spare
Change Books, Stair, Walthamstow
Anarchist Group, Wombles.
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Videos all day
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You can also use our mail order
service — call us for further details

ANARCHIS
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Is it Better to Burn Out Than to Fade Away...?
and Why Do People Do Either?

A discussion for disillusioned or exhausted anarchos/activists...and the not so
disillusioned.

Some points for consideration:

Why do people get involved with ‘politics’: what do we want out of it? What dc we
really get out of it? Why do many of us lose the love, anger and drive that brought
us into social movements the longer we are active? How many of us carry on out of
habit, or because it's our only social scene (or the only one where we are
accepted?)

Why the huge drop-out rate among activists - especially as folk get older? What
makes it happen, and how many people return to activism? Are there lots of people
no longer in the so-called movement who would pop up again if things got
interesting? Do many people leave because all those meetings are making their
lives WORSE when they wanted to improve the world?

Feeling overwhelmed at the shit state of the world: Realising revolution/serious
social change isn't just around the corner... Dealing with this in a way that doesn't
cost you your sanity but doesn't just mean giving up. Should we expect things to go
in cycles, peaks and troughs, mad times and slow times?

Hyper-activism..."politics’ is often seen as separate from ‘life’. Is activism the
problem not the solution? Does full-time activism turn people into anti-social
workaholics who treat each other & themselves badly? Do we often fail to support
each other in our little groups, and take out on each other our frustrations that the
world isn’t changing quick enough? Does guilt or moral pressure (in many forms)
make us do stuff we don’'t wanna do?

Burnout - can it be useful experience that can clarify things?

vho's excluded from our ‘scenes’ and why? Do we really want to draw people in to
what passes for a movement - and if so, why? Have we got anything to offer the
wider world?

What sustains people and makes them want to stay involved? Seeing small-scale
useful results? Feeling listened to, appreciated, and cared about by others
involved? Making time for pleasure and doing enjoyable things together?

IF YOU'RE INTERESTED IN ANY OF THE ABOVE QUESTIONS...COME ALONG
TO THE MEETING: Room 2E 4.00 - 5.00 pm (@ bookfair 2003)






