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or some time we have hinted that 
moves are underfoot to initiate a 

campaign that would undermine the 
work of the Economic League and other 
blacklisting agencies. In November a 
regional conference, organised by trade 
unionists, against the Economic League 
was held in Leeds. In addition 
independent researchers have taken 
steps to counter blacklisting by drawing 
together records and lists of those 
involved in the blacklisting business and 
which are now being made available to 
trade union activists as a basis for 
further action. In effect the blacklisters 
will themselves be blacklisted and 
become the object of the sort of 
sanctions that they themselves dole out 
so freely.

We ourselves have declared our 
commitment to assist in intelligence 
gathering and to share the results of our 
investigations with the wider labour 
movement. Further to this we will be 
asking all our contacts around the 
country to participate in this campaign 
and to help ensure that the information 
we obtain is both comprehensive and 
accurate. The long term objective is to 
create a company database that will 
provide the maximum amount of 
information to help the labour 
movement in taking action needs in its 
own defence.

Our intelligence gathering will need to 
take account not only of company 
dealings in blacklisting but also their 
political dealings and affiliations, their
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The unions have the resources to fight 
blacklisting on various fronts—whether 
it be through industrial action, boycotts, 
propaganda, etc. They can choose to 
take the initiative and give support to a 
campaign that will combat blacklisting 
by using the information at their 
disposal to take concerted action. Or 
they can wait another seventy years and 
let others make the running. The 
regional conference in Leeds has started 
the ball rolling in one direction and the 
opportunity has been created for some 
of the objectives to be met.

The blacklisters, however, should be 
warned against complacency. We, for 
one, wish to make it clear to them that 
whatever happens in this ongoin 
campaign we will be monitoring your 
every move. You will be followed, your 
movements logged, your dealings noted. 
We will meet your dirty tricks with dirty 
tricks of our own. In short, we declare 
an open season on the Economic League 
and similar organisations. The time for 
whining is over. Watch your backs. 
See also Anti-Economic League Conference 
report on page 7

iots shifted away from the squatter’s 
ghettoes when anarchists went on to 

the offensive during the October IMF 
talks in Berlin. The result was the biggest 
police operation since the building of the 
Berlin Wall in 1961. Over 10,000 police 
were deployed (3000 drafted in from 
West Germany) to protect the the safety 
of the world’s bankers.

From the start an entire support 
structure had been established to meet 
the needs of the demonstrators—this 
included 10 information centres, a daily 
four page information paper, the 
expansion of the local people’s kitchens 
for visitors, and a 24 hour legal service. 
As usual, the autonomous ‘sanis’ 
(first-aiders) and their treatment centres 
were ready and waiting.

80,000 people attended the first march 
to the IMF congress centre. Half way 
through the demo a block of around 
1,000 anarchists had emerged. After the 
march 2,000 spontaneously streamed to 
the city centre to Breitscheid Platz. The 
police were unable to separate 
demonstrators from tourists, and so 
could not move strongly against the 
crowd. The riot police, though massively 
present, were restrained by Berlin 
standards, due also to the attention of 
the world press being focused on them.

The gatherings and the planned 
demonstrations continued for the next 
four days, each day bringing with it

smashed windows and an overturned 
police van in their wake.

Each night thereafter brought about 
an increasing level of attacks on wealthy 
shops, hotels where the bankers were 
staying, and on the bankers themselves. 
There have been reports of bankers 
being dragged from their cars and beaten 
up. 14 hired cars were set alight and 
dozens damaged. At one point bankers 
had to dive for cover as a reception that
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quicker police responses. By the end of 
the protests there had been around 1,000 
arrests and hundreds of irquries.

The second night saw many banker’s 
cars attacked as they attended an 
exclusive performance at the Opera. 140 
arrests were made using the kessel 
(corralling or encircling) technique. At 
one point a kessel was broken. When 
released the demonstrators retreated up 
the main shopping street, leaving many
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involyement in corrupt practices and 
their record in industrial relations 
generally. Individual company directors, 
etc will also need to be targetted. 

Much of this research is already 
available but now needs to be 
coordinated via the different groups 
involved and updated by contacts 
operating at the ‘sharp end’. 

To combat the League and the other 
blacklisters effectively we will need to 
be both bold and imaginative. Their own 
database depends on contacts ‘in the 
field’, without which they would have 
little to sell. Conversely if the League 
and similar organisations didn’t exist 
then industry would create their own 
agencies. Indeed this happens anyway 
with certain industries and the public 
sector relies on state intelligence (ie 

, MI5). We can’t stop blacklisting as 
such—all we can do is provide the 
support for industrial action against 
those companies that are known to 
employ blacklisting methods. 

In the final analysis it will be the 
workforce and only the workforce that 
can take the sort of action that will force 
companies to stop using organised 
blacklisting. Companies that are 
identified as using the League and 
similar agencies will need to be 
confronted and threatened with 
straightforward industrial action. The 
same goes for companies that are known 
to use state intelligence as the basis for 
blacklisting. For too long we have been 
on the defensive, accepting blacklisting

as a way of life that cannot be 
challenged. Now we must go on the the 
offensive and turn the tables on the 
blacklisters using the very same 
methods they themselves use.

No one should fool themselves that 
blacklisting can be combatted by legal 
methods or through legislation. The 
right-wing majority of the trade union 
bureaucracies and the Labour Party and 
centrists will always back the Tory Right 
in retaining the right of employers to 
employ who they wish. Nor will libel 
actions, where individuals have been 
blacklisted of false information, 
work—this is a red herring and will not 
affect the blacklisting business in the 
slightest. Where companies are 
identified as using organised blacklisting 
appeals to them to refrain from this will 
in most cases be met with the contempt 
they deserve: in these heady days of 
market stridency an employer will ride 
through all kinds of bad PR, justifying 
the right to manage and only concedin 
defeat if profits can be threatened.

The firms have the initiative in that 
they can dictate the terms for 
employment. But this doesn’t have to be 
the case, nor was it always. If firms 
want labour then it should be the labour 
movement that dictates the terms for 
meeting that demand. Mass 
unemployment has always been the 
excuse for the unions to back down and 
let the employers set the the agenda. 
But if the union movement were strong 
then things would be much different.

they were attending was attacked by 
angry demonstrators wielding 
sticks.... All this despite the chief cop’s 
assurances that the bankers would be at 
no risk during their stay in Berlin.

For many the highlight of the protests 
was to be the Internationalist demo 
called by the anarchists for the last 
evening of the week. 7000 people took 
part, many of them masked. At the end 
of the route the police had prepared a big 
kessel using 8 foot high metal shields 
fixed to vans, and 4 water cannons and 5 
armoured cars fitted with bulldozer 
blades. Before reaching this point, the 
anarchist’s loudspeaker van at the front 
called on the demonstrators not to walk 
into this police trap, but to end the demo 
by dispersing into small groups. Many 
people headed for the city 
centre—where the usual police brutality, 
baton charges and mass arrests took 
place.

The protest against the World Bank 
and IMF marked a significant advance in 
the politics of the anarchists and other 
groups who advocate direct action. No 
longer was there rioting in the ghettos 
or the destruction of our 
neighbourhoods. Instead, people focused 
on the city centre where the actions 
were more effective, better targeted and 
seen by more people. It was obvious that 
the police wanted us to riot in 
Kreuzberg, and were prepared for this. 
The anarchists managed to leave the 
[hettos for this, and hopefully future, 

demos and campaigns against capitalism 
and its consequences.

SOURCE: Berlin Calling.
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