NOTTS RAINBOW
REVIEW

July/August 2024 25 YEARS OF NOTTINGHAM PRIDE
The first Nottingham Pride was a
small scale event called Pink Lace

> and took place on Broad Street in
In this edition |__|IJ Hockley in1997.
2
: : : @) Pink Lace continued on a much
ngred;rilgg ,GP;;(le % larger scale in 1998 and 1999
Struggle & Liberation whep it moved to the grounds of
Mary Whitehouse Nottingham Castle.
The%iDl\'?‘ leQs s-n Sedate residents of '_[he Park creat-
Gays Outdoor " ed a fuss about noise from Pride
Rainbow migration = an_d a new set of organisers moved
Trans Pride 2 Pride to the Embankment in 2000.
Films in Mansfield O “Bent by the Trent” was the head-
LGBT+ Olympics LiJ I|ne.|n QB. Crowds were diluted by
Wet at the Palace = having th_e event spread over two
Ta ta to gross indecency days and it was not a success.
My son’s a queer The Pink Lace team hoped to re-

Sub\_/vay for Stonewall = form in 2001, but the prospect of

Cnﬁketlng ourt]lgws E two competing Prides caused (to

Silver Sapphics = lift a phrase from atomic physics)

I;?deelﬁnvgﬁfhsgzggleed % mutual qnnihilation. So no Pride. in

. g 2001 or in 2002 - and that explains
The g°|d. plngapple S why it's 25 years of Nottingham
Chﬁz(;t:gnd?grﬂsse q w Pride, even though it started 27
Forest is Proud years ago.
Having failed in their attempt to set
If you have any information or % up a ‘Gay Centre”, the _C_)uthouse
ideas you would like to see in the E _PrOJec_:t_made. a very positive move
Review, just e-mail the details to 14 in reviving Pride in 2003 at the ’_A‘r'
@) boretum, a happy venue which
Nottinghamshire’s @ was used for several years until
Rainbow Heritage < health and safety issues demand-
at ed a bigger base.
nottsrh@hotmail.co.uk

In 2010 the bigger base was the
O Forest Recreation Ground and it
w remained the base for another two
l“_: years. After a single year returning
n to the Arboretum in 2013, Pride
E.':J came full circle and found its
__ o home in Hockley where it ended
Nottlnghamshlre S = up after a parade/march through

RAINBOW HERITAGE the City Centre.




In 1986 Radford baths and then the Victoria Leisure
Centre were used by a group of gay men for swim-
ming sessions. Newspapers across the UK report-
ed local reactions which centred on AIDS hysteria
and on the totally unfounded “risks” to other users.

1986: GAY SWIMMING SESSIONS
AT VICTORIA LEISURE CENTRE
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AIDS scare halts swim lessons
THE 283« TIMES
only
Pool by, Go aead for 8% T
mu. .. Joycott L ming gession
Daity aﬂ"!!l‘aph swimmi l
Notts Pride takes place on Saturday July 27th. Gay only bathing approved ‘ u
. , THE ; N Gay time |
To support the high number of attendees in recent TTH}. SCOTSMA | Me in the pony .
years, with last year's event alone welcoming over “‘G‘éa L /
10,000 attendees, this year’s Pride event will include i o |
) . . _ f -'??mmg ¥ oy | [Goam —
a brand-new march route. The start will be in the usu T}Ie B Sessiong © | | 90 ahead for gay-only |
al place gathering from 10am by Marks and Spencer, i Ofmn { 5""”223%9 Sessbm;at/
setting off at 11am and ending in the popular and vi- \ rd baths

brant Sneinton Market .

Gay Plunge! Go ahead for gay-only
swimming sessions at Redford baths

“It feels particularly poignant that Sneinton will be the
location for the end of the march, considering the | —

negativity that surrounded the area almost 40 years _ ‘"O
ago, a sentiment which sadly still parallels much of

the negativity you still see today for the LGBTQ+
community across social media.” Details of this are

Here are some of the newspaper reports.

shown on the right. e  Pool attendants at the Victoria Leisure centre
o _ are boycotting the City Council’s controver-
The festivities are set to span the whole Sneinton sial gay swimming sessions.

market area, with the iconic Pride stage also set to be
located in Sneinton Square, and many stallholders
expected to make the avenues their home for the day.

° AIDS is spreading through homosexual
groups like wildfire, yet no-one has the cour-
age to denounce homosexuality for what it

- really is. Namely, moral degradation of the
The area of Hockley, known as the original home of most wicked and corrupt kind, punishable by
Nottingham’s official Pride celebrations, will also be AIDS. ’

coming alive on the day with a colourful street party. . Gay swim row schools quit. Nottingham

schools have dropped children’s swimming
lessons at the Victoria leisure centre because
of gay sessions there.

° For too long we've been pushed around by a

2024’s sponsors and supporters so far include Sladen
Estates, MPG, E.ON, Boots, East Midlands Airport,
Rolls Royce and Cartwright Communications.

Potential stall holders can book a stall on the Pride vocal minority who have convinced large
website at https:/nottspride.co.uk numbers of opinion makers that homosexual

behaviour is quite natural. It's about time this
For the full details of the march route, the stage acts notion took a long overdue high dive. (The

and the family area go to the website. Daily Mail)




DOCUMENTS AND ARTEFACTS FROM
FIVE DECADES OF LGBTQ+
STRUGGLE AND LIBERATION

o I\ . \ W

n the face of aggressive marginalisation, LGBTQ+
people in Nottingham fought for themselves and
stood shoulder to shoulder with others. In doing so,
they created their own narratives and built their
own support networks.

The documents and artefacts produced in these
struggles continue to be an inspiration. They show
how people organised themselves and created
their own defiant media and spaces.

Born of resistance, it is all the more striking that
these items are such vivid and positive depictions
of culture, life and love, of a community that not
only survived, but thrived.

Once again supported by Peoples’ Histreh and
very Kkindly hosted by Broadway Cinema,
the Sparrows' Nest is excited to share items from
their rich collections of donated LGBTQ+ materials,
complemented by pictures by local photo journal-
ist Alan Lodge.

The exhibition anticipates the future launch of the
first volume of CJ DeBarra’s major new work on
local LGBTQ+ history Queer Nottingham: 1960-
1990, published by Five Leaves, based on years of
extensive research and over a hundred oral history
interviews.

e MAAUITMNAOTIVITATY &

Opening Times for the free exhibition

Thursday July 25th 7-9pm Join us for our opening
event in the Broadway Gallery (enter through
Broadway's main entrance or via Heathcote
Street).

We are much looking forward to David
Edgley opening the exhibition with one of his ex-
cellent talks: "Some milestones along a bumpy Not-
tingham LGBTQ+ road". David has been part of
local LGBTQ+ struggles for decades and continues
to be involved with some of Nottingham's inde-
pendent LGBTQ+ publications.

July 26th, 29th,30th,31st Midday to 5pm
Pride weekend July 27th/28th Midday to 7pm
August 1st,2nd.3rd,4th Midday to 5pm

Sunday August 4th 2pm Free guided history walk
'‘Agitating the Lawless Rabble' around the City
Centre, exploring the role of independent radical
publications in local struggles. Starts at the Left Li-
on, ends at the back of Broadway Cine-
ma. Duration c1 hour, route wheelchair accessible.
No fee, no need to book, just turn up!



THE NEW GAY QUARTER
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NGQ is a collection of venues in our local area
offering a safe space for the whole LGBT+ com-
munity. We’'ll be working and communicating with
each other to provide a safe area for you to be
you!

Not sure who you are? Come down and meet the
friendly staff and customers who won't judge, but
will help you be whoever you want to be! They
will be launching this concept over Pride week-
end, July 26th to 28th.
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. UNVEILING LOCAL ART
» SILENT AUCTIONS |~ "
» PERFORMANCE-ARTISTS + PROSECCO & RED CARPET

FRIDAY 197 JULY'7PM

NICHE ARTEFACT is a community of Local
Artists of every shape and form that come to-
gether to celebrate and unveil the unique cre-
ations from the Nottingham Community.

"BIRTH OF PRIDE" will be their sixth Art
Showcase and the first to collaborate with
Nottingham City Council Central Library.

This unique and glamorous event will begin
with a red carpet entrance with prosecco re-
ception on arrival.

You will be able to mingle with all the live per-
formers and local artists that will be revealing
one of a kind, never before seen pieces of art-
work as we pull back the red crushed velvet
on the "BIRTH OF PRIDE" Artists Exhibition
kick starting Nottingham's Pride Season.

. AERIALIﬁ' BiJRI.ESQUE

:.».DRAG QUEEN SHOW

HEADLINERS

. Aerialist & vocalist Milady Burlesque

. Death Drop Drag Queen Priscilla Shona
Krakow

o Performance artist Ro de la Monja
. Live vocalist Serena Eadon
o Red Carpet DJ hosting DJ Rolfey

Unveiling art and auctions from local artists
7:00 PM FRIDAY 19TH JULY 2024

Nottingham Central Library, 1 Carrington
St., Nottingham NG1 7FH.

Tickets are £10 and can be obtained from
www.gigantic.com just search for “Niche Ar-
tefact”
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FESTIVAL

SAT 27™ JULY 2024
BINKS YARD
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ARK S & COOKII SHAKES

EL JOHNO * MARTIN CRICH

DRAG CABARET
coMPERED BY SUSIE NOVA

TOMARA THOMAS

RUPAUL'S DRAG RACE UK SEASON 5 FINALIST

BELLA BESTIA ° BINJUICE

HUNTER GATHERER * VAYNE

Groovebox Festival 2024. It is important to point out that this event takes place on the day of
Nottinghamshire Pride but is an independent organisation separate from Notts Pride.

MY SON'S A QUEER GAYS IN THE GARDEN

Written and performed by Rob Madge and di-
rected by Luke Sheppard, the award-winning MY
SON'’S A QUEER is back for 2024.

MY SON'S A QUEER, (But what can you do?) cel-
ebrates the joy and chaos of raising a queer child
and is testament to the power of unconditional fa-
milial love.

When Rob was 12, they attempted to stage a full-
blown Disney parade in their house for their
Grandma. As Rob donned a wig and played Mary
Poppins, Ariel, Mickey Mouse and Belle, their Dad
doubled as Stage Manager, Sound Technician
and Goofy.

Originating at the Turbine Theatre in 2021, it had a
sold-out season at the Edinburgh Festival in 2022,
followed by a national tour and two West End
runs. At the Curve, Leicester July 8th-10th

A friendly gardening and foraging session for the
LGBTQ+ community.

28th July and 25th August and tickets (free) will be
available via Eventbrite or by emailing thenotting-
hamforager@gmail.com to reserve a spot.

The July session will be our "Pride Recovery" ses-
sion. Gentle gardening, snacks and space to chill
and relax (and recover!)

August session will be our usual combo of garden-
ing, crafting and foraging activities suitable for all.

At any of these sessions people are welcome to
just come and chill out, bring a book or their own
crafting stuff too. The sessions are free to attend
but we encourage small donations if possible to
help keep us running.
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DATES FOR 2024

Nfe
c 28 JULY
L‘. SUMMER BREAK - AUGUST
| 29 SEPTEMBER
27 OCTOBER
OPEN IAByLE 24 NOVEMBER

NOTTINGHAM

An affirming worship community for LGBTQIA* people . . More info:
and those who love them stjohnscarrington.org.uk/
Meeting the last Sunday of every month from 5-7pm opentablenottingham
with a bring-and-share meal Facebook:
St. John’s Carrington, Mansfield Road, NG5 2DP opentablenottingham

LGBT+ EVENSONG AT ST. PETER'S LBT WOMEN'S FESTIVAL

An afternoon of readings
and hymns to welcome and
celebrate the LGBT+ com-
munity in Nottingham.

St Peter's Church,
St Peter's Square,
Nottingham, NG1 2NW

by ROADTRIPPERS EVENTS

3pm Sunday August 11th llles " TN o
St Peter's church is part of the "inclusive" church, a wm‘&ng' womm U}ﬁ(}/% wmn
movement which believes that there should be no

differentiation within the Church on the basis of sex, 12th - 15th July 2024 | Newark Showground, Nottinghamshire
race, age, disability, sexual orientation etc

Roadtrippers Events created Unity Fest to bring a
unique and different annual weekend festival for les-

NOTTINGHAM LIBRARY bian, bi, and transgender women. The festival is

now in its 4th year and offers a wide variety of enter-
READ I N G SD CIAL: tainment, live music acts, exciting activities, and fun

workshops plus lots more!

R _ We aim to create the dynamics of a large scale fes-
tival feeling without losing the sentiment of intimacy
LGBTQ+ READING GROUP and inclusion.

Our festival director has many years experience or-
ganising events and working festivals, with solos,
couples, and groups. Along with her '‘Dream Team'
2pm to 3pm T B _ crew, she will endeavour to do her very best to
Meeting Room 2 : LB ' make everyone feel very welcome and to help eve-

ryone feel a big part of the Unity Fest Family.
a fiction

or non-Ffiction book D So whether you're a shy single, an extrovert solo, or
you feel represents i . A a couple, we want to welcome you with open arms

- and aim to make you feel at home from the moment
you arrive. Book at

your community

https://event.bookitbee.com/45306/unity-fest-2024

Please note Unity Fest is a 18+ only festival.



SPEED SOCIALS
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This event is all about meeting new people in the
LGBTQ+ community in a relaxed and friendly at-
mosphere, and it's not just for those looking for
love. Think of it as a fun, fast-paced way to con-
nect with like-minded individuals.

6pm. 1st Monday of the month
.Wagamama, The Cornerhouse,
Burton St, Nottingham NG1 4DB.

NEW BOOK GROUP

17, )

il ) |
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:'s\ Fj BOOK CLUB |

NOTTINGHAM

A new queer book group is starting. We'll be select-
ing a book to read every month, focusing on
LBGTQ+ stories and authors, and meeting up to
discuss.

The location will be at the Blend Coffee shop, Unit
30, Avenue C, Sneinton Market, Nottingham NG1
1DW on a Sunday at 2pm.

The first dates are July 14th and August 18th.
For updates, follow in Instagram at
@queerbookclubnotts

NSFIELD

There is an LGBTQIA+ session on Saturday July
27th, starting with a coffee morning 9.15-10.15am
in the Theatre’s Groucho bar, followed by the
showing of seven short films - 10.15 to 11.45am.
They include:

. Making Up. Set within the 1980s drag scene
in East End London

. Sweet Forty. The journey of a 39 year old
closeted gay woman on the lead up to her
40th birthday

. Where are the gay superheroes? After sav-
ing the world (again) two closeted superhe-
roes meet to discuss their relationship

o Pillow chocolate. For trans man Jamie, a
one-night stand is more than just sex, it's a
guestion of self worth.

Book at www.mansfieldtownfilmfestival.com/

SILVER SAPPHICS

Silver Sapphics is a new social group for lesbhians
over 55 who want to meet socially and make con-
nections.

The first meeting will be on Thursday the 18th of
July 2024 at 7pm meeting at the Lord Roberts pub,
on Broad Street, Nottingham. Next meetings will be
1st Aug, 29th of August and 26th of Sept . Come
along and make new friends. Any enquiries con-
tact Jane at

jw8418549@gmail.com



WE'RE OFF TO THE PALACE

Earlier this year Notts
LGBT+ Network  was
awarded the Kings’ Award
for Voluntary Service - the
equivalent of an MBE.

The award, in tangible
form, consists of a certifi-
cate and a glass crystal
and they were presented
to the Network in February.

The King’'s Award
for Voluntary Service

The MBE for volunteer groups

Awardees are then invited to send two volunteers
to a garden party at Buckingham Palace.

Here are the two volunteers - Richard Almond and
Charlie Miller (dressed to the nines squared) - arriv-
ing at St. Pancras station on May 21st optimistically
without an umbrella.

There were curtseys, there were bows, there were
assorted royals, there was quite a lot of rain.

Oh! The hats! Oh! The cucumber sandwiches! Oh!
The corgis! Definitely a day to remember.

LOCAL BISHOP BANS PRIDE MONTH

The celebration of “Pride month” was banned in
every Catholic school in the Diocese of Nottingham
under new guidance issued with a foreword by
Bishop Patrick McKinney of Nottingham. (See be-
low)

Teachers were advised not to celebrate homosexu-
ality in June, the month in which the Church tradi-
tionally honours the Sacred Heart of Jesus, be-
cause “we cannot celebrate lifestyles which are in-
compatible with Church teaching”.

“In summary, it is not appropriate for our schools to
celebrate Pride because we cannot endorse the
entire agenda,” says a new 40-page document
called Precious in My Sight.

The Bishop says “It is my hope that this document
will better support those engaged in this important
pastoral task and that students will learn that they
are deeply loved by the Lord.”

The Diocese of Nottingham covers almost all of
Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire as well as Lincoln-
shire, Leicestershire, and Rutland.

A demonstration against the Bishop’s ruling was
organised by the National Education Union and
took place outside of the Nottingham Catholic Dio-
cese offices on Castle Boulevard.




NOTTINGHAM’S FIRST TRANS PRIDE: JUNE 15TH 2024

N TR

The huge trans flag was unfurled on Broad
Street as hundreds of people made their way
undeterred by the rain through Nottingham to
the Brian Clough statue.

Speakers at the statue included Nadia Whit-
tome MP and representatives of Notts Trans

Hub, the Pastel Project and Nottingham ;» iwed &
against Transphobia. to sﬁbém the LGBTH
COMI nTy

The day continued with social events at Mooch O
Bar, the Dice Cup and - later - the Gladrags

after party at Rough Trade. Thanks go to all

involved in organising the event.

We're here for everyone in Notingham
and Nottinghamshire

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

g Fire & Rescue Service




Chimaera was the newsletter produced by the Not-
tingham CHE group. CHE was the Campaign for Ho-
mosexual Equality and in the 1970s and early 1980s
it had many local groups across the country.

The events leading up to the establishment of CHE
and its early days can be read in the book “Amiable
Warriors” by Peter Scott-Presland.

The Nottingham CHE group ran from late 1971 to
1982 and was involved in humerous activities: meet-
ing MPs, councillors, Police... writing letters to news-
papers ....taking part in radio programmes and “gay
street theatre” ..... going to demonstrations and
marches.

CHE’s most lasting memorial was the establishment
in 1975 of Nottingham Gay Switchboard which is now
Notts LGBT+ Network. The newsletter was produced
across the whole life span of the group. Typically
about 150 copies were printed on a cast off school
duplicator. Now all 44 editions have been digitised for
Sparrows Nest and Nottingham Queer History Ar-
chive and can be accessed through the following link.

nottingham

che
newsletier

https://tinyurl.com/2faexhvh

AUTUMN 1991

JULY 4TH 1977

Mrs Mary Whitehouse, anti-
porn campaigner and Dame
Edna Everage lookalike, re-
vived the crime of Blasphe-
mous Libel (last used in the
1920s) to prosecute Gay
News over a poem which
they had published. The trial
took place at the Old Bailey
in 1977.

- Editor Denis Lemon was giv-

en a nine-month suspended
' jail sentence and fined £500
' Gay News was fined £1,000.
| The paper reckoned that the
trial brought it publicity worth
| millions and introduced the
paper to many who had nev-
er previously seen it.

In the Autumn of 1991
a lesbian couple were
expelled from the
ASDA store in Hyson
# Green  after  they
kissed each other. As
a response, Notting-
ham Outrage organ-
ised a Kiss-in in No-
vember 1991. The pic-
ture shows one of several couples kissing by the
ASDA checkouts and other people holding banners.

g In 1977 Nottingham’'s La
Chic club held a benefit to
support Gay News' expens-
-1 es relating to the Mary

- Whitehouse court case. The
following day La Chic closed, Gay News never re-
ceived the benefit money.




That statement is fre-
quently heard when the
local pub bore is expatiat-
ing about politics. Is it

true? With an election im- enden to look at the B
minent we need to be possibility of decrimi- purposes.” The law was used after

clear nilising male homosex- 1967 to prosecute gay men who
' uality. were “chatting each other up”.

1954 1956

Section 32 of the Sexual Offences
Act (1956) : "It is an offence for a
man persistently to solicit or impor-
tune in a public place for immoral

The government sets
up a committee over-
seen by Sir John Wolf-

Here's a run down of the
major LGBT legal land-
marks since the 1950s

The Sexual Offences Act: 1967.

This decriminalised sex between
men as long as they were con-
senting adults in private, where
“adult” meant 21. The definition of

Section 28 of the Local Government
Act makes it illegal for a local au-
thority a) intentionally to promote
homosexuality b) to promote the
teaching in schools of the accepta-

The age of
consent for
gay men is
lowered to
18 from 21

bility of homosexuality as a
"pretended family relationship”

1967 1988 1994

Discrimination
on the grounds

privacy was not straightforward.

The Gender The offence

The bgn on Igr?s:r%e fgI Section 28 of of sexual ori-  Recognition of gross inde-
gays in the gay men the Local entaton for Act was in- cency was
armed  forc- reduced to Government  employment troduced removed from
es was lifted Sixteon Act repealed was made ille- the  statute
gal. books
2000 2001 2003 2003 2004 2004
Civil  partner- Amendment to the  The Equality Act was intro- Equal Marriage
ships were in- Goods and Ser- duced. It brought in 9 pro- began.  Same
troduced giving vices act prevents tected characteristics. It re- sex couples
same sex rela- discrimination on  placed previous antidis- could officially
tionships legal the grounds of crimination laws with a sin- be “married”.
status sexual orientation gle act.
2005 2007 2010 fweQlQ 2014

- = Conservative - = Labour NN - o servative/Lib-Dem coalition



The Gay Outdoor Club is celebrating its 50th anni-
versary in 2024.

The Gay Outdoor Club is for everyone in the
LGBTQI+ community who wants to enjoy outdoor
activities GOC is a members club and a charity — no
one is paid for their role in it, and no-one makes a
profit from it. Every member is encouraged to play a
part in running the club, perhaps by organising an
event, by helping to run a group or by serving on
the committee

To many of our members, GOC is more than just a
walking group — they have found enduring friend-
ships and the opportunity to get out and do events
that they otherwise wouldn’t have had the chance
to.

GOC consists of about 40 groups, which are either
geographically based or specialise in a type of ac-
tivity (e.g. climbing), and all events are organised
through one of those groups. GOC groups are run
by one or more coordinators who schedule their
events, are available to answer questions about
their group and welcome new people.

The East Midlands Group East organises a wide
range of outdoor activities especially walks of about
five to ten miles usually held on the third weekend
of the month. Activities take place in Derbyshire,
Nottinghamshire, Leicestershire, Rutland and
Northamptonshire, and sometimes beyond.

East Midlands also offers camping weekends, and
hostelling weekends including one at Christmas: all
with walks which are publicised separately. Any
GOC member is very welcome to join in these
events, or just come on the walks if you don’t want
to stay for a whole weekend away. For example,
this year we have camping and hostelling week-
ends organised in Lincolnshire, Northamptonshire,
and the Peak District, all with walks attached.

Gay
Outdoor
Club

We are well known for our annual open-air theatre
visit to Tolethorpe Theatre near Stamford, which in-
cludes a ‘Bring Your Own’ picnic. If you like the idea
of a trip on a Narrow Boat, we also set sail on a
Springtime voyage every year on the Ashby Canal
near Hinckley. This is famous for the quality of navi-
gation and the shared refreshments on board!

East Midlands coordinator is Paul and also point of
contact, Zoe who are really happy to answer any
guestions you may have about walking or coming to
other events. If you are thinking about joining GOC
please don't hesitate to get in touch with one of us.

We can be contacted through

www.goc.org.uk/groups/east-midlands/

You may be interested to hear that GOC, like Notts
LGBT+ Network, sprang out of CHE, the Campaign
for Homosexual Equality. GOC was originally adver-
tised as a CHE Special Interest Group and used the
CHE address as its postal contact.
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CONTENT CAFE NEW LGBT+ SPORTS SUPPORTERS

Content Café is a social event, open to the whole
LGBTQ+ community. People can drop in anytime
between 10:30 am and 12pm on Saturday at Café
Zest, on the second floor in House of Fraser, in Not-
tingham’s Victoria Centre. They serve a range of
refreshments. If you don’t know anyone, head for
the table with a golden pineapple on it. It's easy to
spot.

The organisers say “Nottingham is one of Eng-
land’s 11 core cities, along with the likes of Leeds
and Manchester, but what struck us was why we
didn't have a centrally located, safe café space for
the whole local LGBT+ community, as in some other
cities. We wanted to see whether we could sustain
a weekly event here.

“The regular time would make it easy to remember,
and the drop-in format would enable people to form
their own level of connection with it.”

“Why ‘Content Café'? It's simple really — first we
hope people will leave contented! Then there’'s a
cheeky element too — the content of people’s expe-
riences and views is what makes the morning fly by.
It's in light-hearted but pointed contrast to an end-
less swiping from one photo to the next on a screen,
or the kind of sweeping judgments made about
LGBT+ people by some institutions in our society.”

So far, up to 11 people come along each week.
There’s plenty of room for more. It's good that near-
ly everyone is coming back. We've met people from
very varied backgrounds. Maybe unsurprisingly for
a Saturday morning, the age range has been from
the 30s upwards. The time and effort people are
putting in to come, from as far afield as Ashbourne,
Worksop and Leicester, is humbling.”

“We look forward to welcoming you at the next
event.”

The OUTlaws =%,

The Outlaws is a
new group which
is the LGBTQ+
and allies sup-
porters group, for
Nottinghamshire
County Cricket
Club and The
Blaze.

Our website is
currently a face-
book group which
can be found here
at

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/557658973013935

Find us on twitter too! @OUTlawsNCCC

~ PROUD
~ FOREST
FOREST

OFFICIAL LGBTGQ+ SUPPORTERS" CLUB

Nottingham Forest ‘s previous LGBT+ supporters’
group was LGBT Trickies. Proud Forest is the
new LGBTQ+ Forest supporters group which has
filled the gap left by the closure of LGBT Trickies.

Founder Martin Hyland says “I am proud to be part
of the Forest family that is welcoming, diverse and,
in the main part, inclusive.”

“ Seeing our club actively take part in the Rainbow
Laces campaign, makes us feel that the club has
got our back as LGBTQ+ fans and wants us to be
part of this amazing journey.”

Our social media handles are :

@Proud_Forest — for X, Instagram and Threads.



SUBWAY FOR STONEWALL RAINBOW MIGRATION

A New York City subway station will be renamed to
commemorate the Stonewall riots that galvanized the
modern LGBTQ+ rights movement, under legislation
approved by state Iawmakers

aristopher St
Station

1

Downtown

o T e
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The legislature directed the Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority to change the name of the Christopher
Street-Sheridan Square subway station in Greenwich
Village to the Christopher Street-Stonewall National
Monument station.
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Today, Stonewall Inn is a national historic landmark,
with patrons flocking to the site each June, when
New York holds LGBTQ+ pride celebrations.

“This change will memorialize the history of the mod-
ern LGBTQ civil rights movement and inspire NY to
demand justice and equality for all.”

In June 2022, the National Park Service (NPS) an-
nounced its intention to establish the Stonewall Na-
tional Monument Visitor Centre nearby. It will be the
first LGBTQ+ visitor centre within the National Park
Systems’ network of parks and monuments. The
centre will provide an “immersive experience” by
hosting tours, exhibits, and lectures on LGBTQ+ cul-
ture and history.

Rainbow Migration is an organisation set up to
support LGBTQI+ people through the asylum and
immigration system. They provide:

. Practical and emotional support for LGBTQI+
people seeking asylum to help improve their
confidence and self-esteem and reduce isola-
tion.

o Specialist legal information and advice, and
campaign to improve the treatment of people
seeking asylum.

o Emotional support to those who are going
through the asylum process and help them
with accessing housing and health services.

. Training for lawyers, judges, charities and oth-
ers on a wide range of areas from best prac-
tice in handling LGBTQI+ asylum claims to
providing support for LGBTQI+ people.

. Legal advice and information to LGBTQI+ peo-
ple who want to live in the UK with their part-
ners.

They also conduct research and publish reports and
resources to ensure LGBTQI+ people are treated
fairly and with dignity in the asylum and immigration
system.

Their website includes a comprehensive list of other
useful organisations which deal with:

o Asylum support and general information
. Information with regard to detention

. Housing support

. Mental Health

. Destitution support

. Domestic violence and sexual violence
o Hate crime

. Physical health and disability

o LGBTQI+ friendly faith-based organisations
. Trans specific support

. Women specific support.

For details go to www.rainbowmigration.org.uk



AN LGBT+ PRESENCE AT EURO 2024

A host nation for a major men's football tournament
that doesn't have anti-gay laws? Welcome to Ger-
many for the UEFA European Championship!

For LGBTQ+ fans and allies, this tournament is a
major change compared to the last two World Cups
in Russia and Qatar. It will also feel different from
the pan-continental staging of the previous Euros,
held while the pandemic was ongoing.

The co-founders of England’s official fans group for
LGBTQ+ people and allies Joe White and Di Cun-
ningham say they will be “as visible as possible” at
Euro 2024 in Germany.

They say “it is hugely refreshing to have a tourna-
ment in Germany, which was recently rated among
Europe’s top 10 queer-friendly nations “

You can hear them talking about this on a Football v
Homophobia podcast at https://tinyurl.com/yurcssz8

Pride House Berlin promises to be an essential des-
tination for LGBTQ fans at these Euros.

The venue at the Poststadion — just a 15-minute
walk north of the central train station — will screen all

51 games live and host talks and activities in an in-
clusive space.

PRIDE HOUSE
BERLIN 2024

14.06. - 14.07.

“Workshops, readings, performances, exhibitions
and hands-on activities will create a colourful sup-
porting programme.

They say

The safe space for queer football fans is open to all
people who identify with the values of queer people
and are committed to respectful coexistence and
diversity.”

It's set to be the most inclusive
and sustainable Euros ever, with
gender-neutral bathrooms in eve-
ry stadium and the choice of a
‘friendlier’ ticket lane for those
who find standard security body
checks uncomfortable.

Elsewhere, the Munich stadium was lit up in rain-
bow colours on June 22nd and 23rd.
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Tony Scupham-Bilton writes “I have a dilemma. Do | go to Nottinghamshire
Pride this year or sit at home in front of the television all weekend? It may not
be a dilemma to most of you, but this year Pride coincides with the Paris Olym-
pics and I'm an Olympic historian.

I'm also a member of the International Society of Olympic Historians, the only
organisation sanctioned by the International Olympic Committee. My specialist
area is LGBT+ participation. Through my research | compiled files on 731
LGBT+ Olympians prior to Paris 2024".

You can read more about Tony’s research on the Queerstory Files at http://
queerstoryfiles.blogspot.com/. Some examples are given below.

The first LGBT+ participation was in a non-sport capacity at the very first modern
Olympics in Athens in 1896. Prince George of Greece (1869-1957) was a mem-
ber of the organising committee. Although married with children, historians be-
lieve he was actually gay. His wife even consulted Sigmund Freud about it.

One interesting story about Prince George concerns the weightlifting contest.
The official report of the games says, “A servant was ordered to remove the
weights, which seemed a difficult task for him: the popular Prince came to his
assistance, picked up the heaviest weight, and threw it with the greatest ease to
a considerable distance.” Incidentally, Prince George was an uncle of the late
Prince Philip and a godparent to King Charles.

gold in 2016.

-sex married couple to compete

Rowing and football provide the majority of Nottinghamshire Olympians from our
community. The rowers all trained at Holme Pierrepont and include Nottingham-
born Kyra Edwards (see right), and Ireland’s Geroid Towey.

The footballers played for either of the city’s women’s teams. They include Katy
Duncan, Rachel Daly, and Lucy Staniforth. In total, there have been 11 LGBT+
Olympians with Nottinghamshire connections. It is a shame that none of them
has yet been recognised by the local community.

the first openly LGBT+ Olympic champion.

Nottinghamshire has had a very respectable LGBT+ presence at the Olympics.
Perhaps the most high profile presence has been hockey player Helen Richard-
son-Walsh MBE who was raised in West Bridgford. She won bronze in 2012 and

Helen and her wife Kate made headlines in Rio 2016 as the Olympic’s first same

In 1976 the whole of the UK was hooked on the Winter Olympics because the legendary
British figure skater John Curry was aiming for gold. There used to be a statue of Curry at
Nottingham’s ice stadium (until the city council sold it to Sheffield) where he won his first
major title. The nation rejoiced when Curry became the Olympic champion.

What most people forget is the furore created by the West German press who outed Curry
as gay the following morning. Curry skated in the Olympic Skating Gala later that day as
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The first on-screen Olympics same-sex kiss broad-
cast on television was between Dutch dressage rid-
ers Edward Gal and his partner Hans Peter Minder-
houd on 1 August 2012.

The swimming trunks worn by gay diver Greg Lou-
ganis when he won his first medal in Montreal 1976
sold at auction in 2023 for $6,604.

Over 50 drag queens took part in the closing cere-
mony of the Sydney 2000 Olympics in a segment
celebrating “Priscilla, Queen of the Desert”.

The Tokyo 2020/21 Olympics
had the most openly LGBT+
athletes — one hundred and
ninety four and a further thirty
eight have come out after- TOKYD 2020

wards. OQQ




Singing Proud Notting-
ham is Nottingham’s
only LGBTQ+ choir. We
are a bunch of people
with varied musical ex-
perience and talent. No
auditions are necessary
and some people have
a better singing ability
than others....but we
enjoy singing together,
learning and developing

We meet term times on Thursday Nights at 7.15pm
to 9.15pm at a venue in Carrington. We charge a
fee of £20 a month (or £10 a month for low/no
waged).

Contact us at 07448 464938 or e-mail

singingproudnottm@gmail.com

PRIDE OF MEN GROUP

The social group for
gay men aged 30s
to 50s now usually
meets once a
month.
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If this is something
which interests you,
contact Notts
LGBT+ Network for

more information.

You can sign up us-
ing the mailing list
on the website
www.nottslgbt.com

(5

TransUnite

<

TransUnite is a website which helps you find a
trans group near you. At the moment you can ac-
cess over 100 verified UK Trans support groups
and locate one close to you.

Detailed profiles offer specific information on the
scope of support provided, meeting schedules and
contact information. Go to

https://www.transunite.co.uk/

Notts Trans Hub, the trans information and support
service, and Trans Space Notts, the trans social
and support group are both under the name of
Notts Trans Hub - with a new logo and charitable
status.

They are now registered charity number 1199241.
They can still be contacted through

nottstranshub@yahoo.co.uk

\L\ONTH/ JZ

QUCER

CRASTS

6-7.50PM AT NOTTINGHAM
LAST MONDAY ’ CONTEMPOR!
OF THE MONTH NGl 2G

Whether you consider yourself to have no artistic
talent, are a budding artist or just dabble in crafts
every so often, you are very welcome to join. We
will be creating on our own and with each other in a
calm atmosphere. You are welcome to come for as
little or as long as you like. Book at

Queer-Crafts.Eventbrite.com



A space for LGBTQ+ parents and guardians to ask
guestions, share experiences/knowledge, and plan
meet ups for our little ones to get together and nor-
malise LGBTQ+ families... our wonderful allies most
welcome too!

You can find us at

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1141143773051692

CONTENT CAFE

A welcoming LGBTQ+ social event - refreshments
and chat every Saturday 10.30 to 12pm at the Zest
Café in the House of Fraser department store. Just
look for the table with the golden pineapple on it.

Their Facebook page is https://tinyurl.com/rnbkeft9

~ PROUDI
~ FOREST

OFFICIAL LGBTG+ SUPPORTERS® CLUB

Proud Forest is the new LGBTQ+ Forest supporters
group. You can contact them at

proud_forest@outlook.com

| GBTO +

Notts & Surrounding Areas
Social Meet Up Group

Purpose: inclusive social group for all those who
identify under the LGBTQ+ umbrella. Age: Over 18

Events: all members can put up events for other
group members to join them. All events need to be
approved by group admins to ensure they meet
group rules and the focus of the group.

A valid Facebook account is required to join the
group. https://www.facebook.com/
groups/936928346942338/

QUEER

CRAFT CLUB

LAST SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH

Unit 42 & 43 Sneinton Market, Freckingham Street,
which is wheelchair accessible.
£3 Donation Free Tea & Coffee 6:30-8:30 PM

The OUTlaws &%

The Outlaws is the LGBTQ+ and allies supporters
group, for Nottinghamshire County Cricket Club and
The Blaze.

Our website is currently a facebook group which
can be found here - https://www.facebook.com/
groups/557658973013935



KAIROS

NOTTINGHAM LESBIAN IMMIGRATION
SUPPORT GROUP

All asylum seekers, refugees and immigrant wom-
en who identify as lesbian or bisexual are welcome
to join! We meet monthly at: Nottingham Women'’s
Centre, 30 Chaucer Street, NG1 5LP

For more information or directions contact us at:
lisg.nottingham@gmail.com 07938 556788

We're a social and support group for anyone
on the transgender spectrum, their families, and
friends.

We have a safe space just outside Nottingham
where you can be yourself and you — or you and
your partner, parent or friend — can be sure of a
warm welcome. We meet on the 2nd and 4th
Thursday of the month at 8pm at the Temple Com-
munity Centre, Nottingham Road, Nuthall, Notting-
ham, NG16 1DP. For details, go to

www.nottinghamchameleons.co.uk

OutdoorLads

OutdoorLads is a friendly group for the gay, bi,
and trans community to get together to enjoy ad-
ventures and activities.

Our events are run by volunteers all over the UK
and include walking, cycling, running, hostel and
camping, water sports, climbing, cultural/heritage.
We also organise expeditions worldwide.

Locally Nottinghamshire is part of our Central Eng-
land region.

For details go to www.outdoorlads.com

§ AT+

SERVICENGTTINGHAMSHIRE

Weekly 11-16 and 16-25 LGBT+ Groups at Cen-
tre Place, Worksop. We offer confidential one-to-
one and group support providing specialist ser-
vices to young people on a weekly basis.

Providing a safe and non-judgmental place where
children and young people can be themselves,
meet new people, make new friends, take part in
activities and access specialist support from
trained staff.

Details from www.lgbtplusnotts.org.uk

Outburst is open to 11-21 year olds, with the
groups split between Tuesday (11-15) and
Wednesday (16-21) 5pm-7pm! We'll also have a
counsellor available in sessions. Open to anyone
in the LGBTQIA+ community, or anyone who
thinks they might be. Base 51 is on Peachey St.

Details from www.base51.org/outburst

N Gay

|
— Outdoor

Club

The Gay Outdoor Club is for everyone in the
LGBTQI+ community who wants to enjoy outdoor
activities

Details from www.goc.org.uk/gay-outdoor-club



The aim of Rainbow Vision is to provide a communi-
ty of women where they can engage in conversa-
tion, meet new people, and share their experiences.
If this sounds like something that interests, you
then follow this link to the private Facebook page:

https://tinyurl.com/5dref4tr

WOMEN’S MIDWEEK BOOK GROUP

The group meets in Nottingham to discuss books.
Read a set book and then join in with the discus-
sion group.

At the moment, they meet at the VAT andFiddle
12 Queensbridge Rd, Nottingham NG2 1NB, but
the venue may change. To be added to the
group’s e-mail list, contact info@nottsigbt.com for
details.
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LIRAIN Is a group of women that identify as Les-
bians/ Bi. who get together, drink real ales and
chat (or any other drink you choose)

The gatherings are informal. Join the Google group
mailing list, to find out more.  E-mail

jillysunchyme@googlegroups.com

13th September Fox & Grapes 7.30pm
29th November King William- King Billie 7.00pm

Gay City Bowlers is an inclusive LGBTQ+ tenpin
bowling group proud to be running in Nottingham.
All skill levels welcome. We meet at 7pm at Not-
tingham Bowl, then play two games before heading
to the bars for a drink and social.

Tickets can be purchased through our linktree in
the GCB Instagram bio and GCB Facebook page.



NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

HURRICANE

R.F.C.

Gay and inclusive Rugby Football club. We train on
Tuesdays at 7:15-8:30pm at Nottingham Casuals
Rugby Club, Canalside, Beeston Rylands, NG9
ING.

Open to all, regardless of gender, sexual orienta-
tion, age, fitness level or ability. No special kit need-
ed.

Contact nottshurricanes@outlook.com

MR T T L N R N
Connect Netherfield opens its doors to
offer a free space for LGBT+
community.

Come down to chat with likeminded
people in a friendly and inclusive
space.
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Nottingham and Derby LGBT+ Social Group

This group is for those that are part of the LGBT+
Community and its allies to meet others in a safe
and non judgmental environment.

https://www.meetup.com/en-AU/LGBTSacial/

NOTTINGHAM
FRONTRUNNERS

Meet every Tuesday at 6.30 at the Robin Hood stat-
ue for a 5km run, finishing at the Lord Roberts.
For more information go to Facebook

www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100094769503086

If you are aged 18 years old or over, have an inter-
est in the arts/an artform and genuinely identify as
LGBTQIA+ (or questioning), we would love you to
join us at Nottingham Playhouse. We have monthly
meetings, on the last Wednesday of every month
7pm —9pm

For more details and to book a space at a session
go to https://tinyurl.com/yyncbuma



DGCCG

" The group for LGBTQ+ Classic Car Enthusiasts

The Gay Classic Car Group (GCCQG) is the club for
all LGBTQ+ classic car enthusiasts and their
friends. We have over 1000 members in the UK and
worldwide who share a common enthusiasm for
classic cars of all kinds. We organise events all year
round. To find out more, go to /www.gccg.org.uk

Each area organises their own events and social

Each week every Monday from 7.30pm we hire the meetings. You will be w_elcome to attend a meeting
sports hall at: Samworth Academy, Bramhall Road, as a guest if you would like to ‘try before you buy".
Bilborough, Nottm NG8 4HY For more information i

go to The East Midlands group can be contacted by

eastmidlands@gccg.org.uk
http://www.badmintonsocial.co.uk/

ALL-WOMEN'S
BADMINTON

Meets each week at Carlton Forum Leisure Centre.
For full details contact Notts LGBT+ Network on

info@nottslgbt.com

OTTINGHAM BITOPIA
‘BROUP Fun BISEXUALS (AND ALLIES) IN THE EAST
i  MIDLANDS

This group for bisexuals and allies meets on the 2nd
Thursday of the month 7:30pm-11:00pm in the room
at the right of the upstairs Mezzanine bar in Broad-

way, 14-18 Broad Street, Nottingham, NG1 3AL.

For fuller details

e-mail nottinghambitopia@gmail.com E E L
DROP-IN

Come and joinus |3

fora _chc:tﬂ!_ﬂ_____[-\-

EVERY MONDAY

EST KICK ~ 1PM-3PM~
IN THE MILLER SUITE-
GARDEN ROOM
i Ashfield Health & Wellbeing Centre,
& Portland St., Kirkby-in-Ashfield

ore info call 01623 555 551 or email
fo@ashfieldvoluntaryaction.org.uk

Forest Kickers and Ninja Queens women’s foot-
ball groups meet each week on Tuesday eve-
nings. Details from Julie at

Ashfield LGBT+ Hub has organised a regular meet
up. There is a weekly LGBT+ drop-in café in the
Ashfield Health & Wellbeing Centre - Meet new
info@nottinghamtrainingservices.co.uk people, enjoy a cuppa and have a chat!



A soc:al group
forolder Gay
and Bi men

once a month 2-4pm

Friday of each month
Discussions and guest speakers
Walks, picnics, quizzes & films

In friendly, safe spaces

NOTTIVGHAM
3 HYKH\/G 9
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Nottingham Hyking Dykes meet every month,
usually the third Sunday.

This is a walking/hiking group for lesbians and
women questioning their sexuality. We walk 6 to
8 miles often in Derbyshire, but also Leicestershire
and Nottinghamshire. Bring a packed lunch. We
try and finish at a teashop! For details, go to

www.nottinghamhd.org.uk

NOTTINGHAM LIONS FC

EAST MIDLANDS
NON BINARY

Nottingham Lions FC is a LGBT+ friendly football
club - see them at

https://www.facebook.com/nottinghamlionsfc

Shell has recently set up this group for non binary
people in the East Midlands. You can find more and
contact them on the Facebook page

https://tinyurl.com/7n8yff94

SOMETHING MISSING?
SOMETHING WRONG?
SOMETHING OUT OF DATE?

E-mail nottsrh@hotmail.co.uk

AND WE WILL PUT IT RIGHT




The New Foresters
Nottingham’s oldest LGBT+ bar.

20, St. Ann’s Street, Nottingham, NG1 3LX

Has a beer garden./outdoor seating/sheltered
smoking area

Live music, cabaret, drag, karaoke,
dance space

Late night closing
0115 646 1459

https://thenewforesters.co.uk/

https://www.facebook.com/
TheNewForestersLGBT/

The Lord Roberts
24 Broad Street ,Nottingham, NG1 3AN
Art Deco LGBT+ pub
Quiz night every Wednesday
Has sheltered beer garden

Runs special events in basement bar
+ DJs and dance space

0115 948 1592

https://www.facebook.com/
lordrobertsnottingham/

The Goat
17 Broad St, Nottingham NG1 3AJ
LGBT+ bar
Some outdoor seating

Organises a variety of special events, drag,
cabaret and other live entertainment

DJ nights, dance space
info@thegoatnottingham.co.uk

https://www.facebook.com/thegoatnottingham/




DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Harworth & Bircotes
Pride*

Saturday July 6th
Monday July 10th to My son’s a queer*
Wednesday July 10th Curve Theatre Leicester

Friday 12th to
Monday 15th july

Unity Fest. LBT
Women'’s festival*

Saturday July 13th: ~ Worksop Pride
Sunday July 21st Chesterfield Pride
Thursday July 25th: ~ Under The Rainbow
To August 4th Exhibition opens at

Broadway Cinema*
Friday July 26th to New Gay Quarter*
Sunday July 28th

Saturday July 27th: Nottingham Pride*

Saturday July 27th Gladrags*
Saturday July 27th Groovebox at Binks Yard*

Sunday July 28th Gays in the Garden*

Queerly Wild

Thursday August 1st  Queer History Talk
Central Library 6.30pm

Saturday August 3rd  Belper Pride

Saturday August 3rd  Netherfield Pride

Sunday August 4th LGBT+ Social 1-4pm
Connect Café Netherfield*
Sunday August 4th “Agitating the lawless

rabble” Free guided
history walk*

Saturday August 10th Ashby de la Zouch Pride
Saturday August 17th Lincoln Pride

Sunday August 25th  Gays in the Garden*
Queerly Wild

Wed. August 28th Queer Arts Collective

7-9pm at the Playhouse*

Saturday August 31st Leicester Pride
12pm-9pm
Abbey Park, Leicester

SUPPORT SERVICES

Notts LGBT+ Network
provides information and support

. by phone 0115 9348485
. E-mail info@nottsigbt.com
o Website www.nottslgbt.com

THE HEALTH SHOP
12 Broad Street, Nottingham

We are a small team that specialises in harm re-
duction and health promotion, and we offer ad-
vice and support around substance use and sex-
ual health. We work specifically with people who
use drugs, people experiencing homelessness,
people within the LGBTQ+ community and refu-
gees and people seeking asylum.

For more information please contact 07585
991542 or email healthshop@nottshc.nhs.uk

VICTORIA HEALTH CENTRE
Glasshouse St, Nottingham, NG1 3LW

A FREE, confidential and friendly sexual health
service. Phone 01159 627 627

FIVE LEAVES BOOKSHOP
14a, Long Row, Nottingham, NG1 2DH

Five Leaves Bookshop maintains a dedicated
LGBT+ section. The bookshop supports and pro-
motes LGBT+ issues and welcomes people drop-
ping in leaflets and posters advertising LGBT
events. Phone 0115 8373097

Go to https://fiveleavesbookshop.co.uk/

* fuller details can be found in the main Review




