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Nottmql%am & Nottinghamshire
Refugee Forum

WORKING FOR REFUGEES AND ASYLUM SEEKERS

B There are currently about 400 asylum |
seekers in the County, the majority living
in Nottingham. Roughly half this number
are supported by the Social Services
Asylum  Seekers Support Team
(Nottingham City Council) and the rest
by the National Asylum Support Service
(Home Office). There may be up to
another 200 people who are self-
supporting, either because they are
staying with relatives or because they
have been here longer than 6 months,
have the right to work and have
succeeded in finding a job.

About half are ethnic Albanians from
Kosovo and the next biggest group is from
[ran. Most of those supported by Social
Services are single adults. There are a small
number of families and unaccompanied
young people.

Nottingham and Nottinghamshire Refugee
Forum is gradually building contacts and
resources so that we can add to the very
basic services and support that are provided
by the state. Fundraising efforts are
continuing so that we can have a building
where refugees can meet and where advice
and support can be offered. A clothing store
has been opening on one day a week at St.
Catherine’s Church and usage is growing as
this becomes more widely known. A
welcome lunch was held in early November
(see report inside). Work has begun to
develop awareness of the educational needs
of asylum seekers and refugees.
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ENTERTAINMENT AT THE WELCOME LUNCH
PROVIDED BY PAT GUTTERIDGE AND HER VERY
INVENTIVE PUPPET THEATRE .

A number of issues are beginning to emerge:

® The need for self-organisation by
asylum seekers for social support and to
pursue issues such as education and
training. They may also wish to develop
their own campaigns around refugee

rights.

® We need to find ways of fighting more
effectively against the voucher system.
The government has promised to
review the scheme but are they
backtracking? (See article by Oxfam
worker Sara Duckett.)

® The potential disparities in
accommodation and support depending
on which part of the system an asylum
seeker ends up in.

Continued on page 2
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The Forum has initiated its
own voucher scheme to
supplement the voucher
scheme. Confused? The
idea is that people can buy
gift vouchers so that asylum

seekers can purchase some
of the things that the

miserly Government
voucher scheme doesn’t
allow for. For information
please contact the Secretary
at NNRF - or send in gift
vouchers from Boots,
Argos, Woolworths which
we can pass on to those
who need them.
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Asylum seekers
need a fairer deal

% B The voucher system was
to achieve a level of 12,000 :intso?celd in ttl;e t1999 ;mmi%rat:;)ln
e ” and Asylum Act and made the
| {fﬂf;fﬂals | a yeglr‘ heyare atso | % provisiojlll that asylum seekers
'. | Y would receive vouchers to live on,

_“ | Y as opposed to cash. It only entitles
% asylum seekers to between 70-80%
v of basic income support.

Nationally, the Government is
~attempting to speed up the
~ decision-making process in order

" 24 2 2%

- KX There are major problems with the
X voucher system and as a result asylum
es. By far the | K seckers are being forced below the
: » to | X poverty line. The system is
24 million | X unreasonable, unfair and
ide, uprooted | K discriminates against people at a time
ic conflict. | % when they are most vulnerable.
3,120 % Asylum seekers can only use their
K last | Y vouchers in a limited number of shops
| Y& and supermarkets and a ‘no change’
. .| Y clause applies. The supermarkets and
“V'5% | 3¢ shops which participate in the
| vk voucher system are not allowed to
v return change from the vouchers when
| vk items purchased are less than the total
% value of the voucher. The system
| ¥ allows supermarkets and shops to
£ + benefit from the voucher system at the
' % expense of asylum seekers. The

' UK and Ireland the' precess of
dlspersal has been madeq;i; tezly

::::';:f'i??ﬁi;_' * PR g T e R e TETET—

* per adult per week but this is also in

| : | ’f .~ * the form of a voucher which can only | "

R v be exchanged at a Post Office. The
* £10 cash element 1is clearly |
insufficient to meet the everyday
needs of asylum seekers (e.g. stamps,
phone calls and transport costs),
additionally vouchers expire after
four weeks and are costly to
administer.

ThlS 18 mamly bei'_sz-ause nur :i‘zbers
are still low lut thls oes not |

I | 3¢ Oxfam, NNRF & a variety of refugee
| Y and asylum organisations have been
v campaigning for a change to the

| Y system. At the Labour Party
|y conference In September, the
National Executive Committee agreed

* that the voucher system would be
reviewed and that change should be
given to asylum seekers. The review

2 ¢

| Details of how to join are on the |
I back page and if you are|
| already a member, please ask |
| friends and colleagues to join. | o
| There are lots of ways in which |
| you can help and once we have }
| your details, our secretary |
{ Linda East will be in touch with |
| information. We look forward |

x
*
%
] to hearing from you.
g | %
*
*
*

»*

submissions to the review is too tlght
It is also disappointing that the ‘no
change’ clause is not to be abandoned
immediately and that the government
appears to be back- tracking with talk
of lower denomination vouchers,
rather than abolishing the 'no change'

is welcome but we are concerned that §~
the deadline of 22nd December for |

clause completely. The voucher *
system needs to be comprehensively *x
reviewed and the ‘no change’ clause
abolished, in order to give asylum
seekers a fairer deal.
If you wish to support the issues *
raised in this article there are a X
number of actions you can take: *
e Write to the Prime Minister and W
congratulate him on the decision *x
that his government is to abolish *
the ‘no change’ ruling as reported W
by the media. *
e Ask him when asylum seekers will %
be able to receive change in shops. Y
e Welcome the review of vouchers
and express the hope that the Y
review will ultimately abolish Jk¢
vouchers. ) ¢
e Write to local newspapers calling vk
for a review of the voucher system vk
and show your support. ) ¢
e Read the letters page of y¢
newspapers and respond to any
negative views about asylum

seekers. *
Sara Duckett (Oxfam) *
For further information about
asylum issues please contact Phillipa e
Hunt at Oxfam Campaigns, Nottm e
942 4324.

%

 One lmpertant aspect of our
- work is to ensure that the needs
‘ff?lum seekers are presented
positively in the media.
‘ Nottmgham hasn’t had the
vicious anti-refugee headlines of
some areas and we want to keep
it that way. The best way of |
damg thls is to respond qulckly |

papers and also to pre_sent;
| posi‘ti‘ve infbrmat’ion It IS

| of peOple as poss:ble ﬂe thls 50 lt |
:sn’t always the same few names

wrlte _
-supportmg them wnth useful |
facts and ways of dealmg with
myths and negative stories. For
further information contact
Karen at the Oxfam office on
0115 942 4234 or by email on
keurtis@oxfam.org.uk

12,26 82 8282902200322 8888t
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sub-group of the Multi-Agency
<Forum to brmg tege'}%her

-wxil prowde 300 ﬁ"'?ﬁ?féats / houses '
for up tt 1__i-ffls;;people They
*

Asid "2;_'121-;;sié?fff‘%%m the practical
‘1???IctlltlBS, one of the main
problems is boredom, since
asylum seekers are not allowed
to work for the first 6 months.
They have now been given
permission to do voluntary
work.

M Mike Scott (Chair, NNRF)

Buyar's story

B Buyar is a refugee from Kosovo
who came to Britain in 1997.

In 1912 Kosova was separated from
Albania and given to Yugoslavia.
Since that time there has been racism
by Serbs towards the ethnic
Albanians. My home was in
Gjakova. My father was involved in
a political party. One day in 1993
when I was 20, I was staying with a
friend and returned home to find that
my house had been burned down. I
did not know what happened to my
parents but understood that it would
be dangerous for me to stay and that
I would have to leave immediately.

I travelled through the mountains to
Greece where 1 worked illegally,
mostly in restaurants. When the
Greek police discovered me, they
would send me back to Kosova or to
Albania. There was a lot of racism in
Greece and dislike of Muslims.
Sometimes after I had been working
somewhere for a month or two, the
employers would ring the police.
That way they didn’t have to pay me.
You can’t apply for asylum in
Greece so I just kept going back

illegally. I changed my name several
times.

In all, I was deported from Greece
about 7-9 times. The last time was to
Albania in 1997. War had broken
out there between the Government
and the people after many people
lost money through investing in
pyramid companies which then
collapsed. I decided to leave but did
not want to return to Greece again. |
wanted to be somewhere where I
would be treated better. 1 hated
racism. Even the girls wouldn’t look
beyond the fact that someone was a
Muslim. In the restaurants I had met
some British people. They seemed
friendly and looked at me in a
different way. We went out together
and some had given me their

addresses including a couple from
Mansfield.

I had some money and bought a false
Greek passport and then travelled by

train through Macedonia, Bulgaria,
Germany, Belgium and on to
Ramsgate. At Ramsgate [ gave my
passport to the authorities and said I
wanted to claim asylum. They
detained me for 2 days and wanted
to return me to Belgium (as a safe
third country). I spoke to my friends
in Mansfield who made a lot of
contacts, including the Refugee
Legal Centre, who agreed to take my
case. They threatened to go to the
High Court . My friends offered to
support me and drove to Ramsgate
and finally the authorities agreed to
let me stay.

[ lived with them for 2 months in
Mansfield and then went to London
where the Refugee Council helped to
find me accomodation. It was a tiny
bedsit with a shared kitchen,
bathroom and toilet which were
disgusting. I wasn’t allowed to work
for the first 6 months so had to
depend on support from Brent
Council. There was no money: they
paid the rent and provided food.

After 6 months, I got a job in a
Wimpy restaurant. I was living near
Wembley stadium and met my
girlfriend there. She was going to a
Michael Jackson concert. Her home
was in Scotland and in December
1997 I moved there to be with her
and got a job as a restaurant
manager. Following some family
problems, we decided to move back
to Mansfield, where we rented a
house. I was able to obtain some
irregular sessional work and when 1
was not employed, claimed job-
seekers’ allowance. Then, 10 months
ago, 1 obtained a full time job. 3
months later, I bought a house in

Nottingham, which I have
completely done up.
Now I have ©been granted

exceptional leave to enter (remain).
Once I get my papers for this I will
be able to obtain travel documents.
Then 1 want to visit Albania, since I

have heard that my parents may be
there.
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4th November

B Refugees, asylum seekers and
supporters of the Forum were invited
to a welcome lunch at the International
Community Centre in order to get to
know one another, swap stories and
information. If noise level is any
measure of success in these things then
this event can be judged to have been
very successful. The hall was crowded
with people from different countries
and backgrounds ranging in age from 5

available.

puppet
which was enjoyed by the children.

At the end of the afternoon, toiletries pE3
and household goods were collected kL
by those who needed them. These gifts gk

were generously provided by churches,

especially Lady Bay Baptist Church E
and St. Paul’s Wilford Hill Anglican p4
Church, and by other individuals Pk

connected to the Forum.

The opportunity to meet and the gifts ~

were much appreciated.

4 an opportunity for Pk
|  people to socialise
land find out a bit e
 more about P&
Nottingham  and fge4
what support is s

Entertainment was pggx
 provided by Pat b
§ Gutteridge and her B
B very inventive BEZK
theatre [EEd

weeks to elderlv. The event provided Wendy Pearce

¥
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Membershi ip Form
i H
4 i
1 Please tick as appropriate §
I B I would like to become a member of NNRF. f j
|  (Membership is £5 waged and free for those who are unwaged/low |
. waged.) .
: B 1 do not wish to become a member at present but would like [ ] :
. to be kept informed. Please put my name on your mailing list. i
| H Please send me information about how I can help refugees I_____—_—] B
! and asylum seekers in Nottingham. '
! B I would like to make a donation to NNRF and enclose a I____:l '
: cheque for £ :
BRI e e e s R i N e e e i
VAN e e
i !
T N e G SRR T T L AR e S e i
:TeINo :
! Cheques should be made payable to: NNRF- g
b Please return this form to: Linda East, Secretary, NNRF, |
: c/o 67 Lower Parliament Street, Nottingham NG1 3BB :
s oo e e e e e e e e S S D O e O S O G S NS B W BN NN G S SN S e e s o

"'.J‘Orgamsatlons supportmg NNRF Nottmgham and Dlstrlct Rac1a1 Equahty Councﬂ Refugee Actlon,

News

Health Quireach
Worker

Nottingham Health
Authority has appointed a
Health Outreach Worker for
asylum seekers and

refugees. Stephen Williams
takes up his post in
December.

Jeremy Hardy

There was a packed house at
the Maze to see Jeremy
Hardy in September & their
expectations were fully
realised as he gave a great
performance — and helped
to raise about £1200 for
NNRF. Thanks to
Nottingham Jewish
Socialists’  Group  for
organising this event.

Clarion Choir and
Fieldwork

Our thanks also to the
Clarion Choir for organising
a benefit for NNRF on 2™
December: at Sherwood
Depot. Another full house
enjoyed Jonathon H-Jones
and the choir in good voice
as well as an hour of
favourites from Fieldwork
which had the audience
cheering and clapping
ecstatically.

Website

There 1s an excellent website
on asylum in Nottingham.
Anything you ever wanted to
know on the subject can be
found at:

www.nottas.org.uk

Refugee Housing Association; Nottingham City Council; Student Action for Refugees; Diocese of
Southwell Social Responsibility Group; Notts County Unison; Nottingham City Unison; East Mid-
lands Socxahst Party Lady Bay Baptlst Church Jew1sh Somallsts Group, Oxfam 4 e <
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