The mass aon-payment, non-cooperation cam-
paiga against the Poll Tax mobilised such

widespread opposition that, two years after it's

introduction, the Poll Tax is now virtually his-
Wwiy.. The victory of ordinary people against such
wjuet lagisiation, and the ignominy of its defeat
dessrves to be remsmbered as just that -
against injustice, power, and the legal and parila-
meamary system.

However, whilst claiming this victory with pride, we
should also remember the continuing savagery
and injustice meted out by the state Wrough
jailings and criminalisation of Poll Tax non-
payers and resisters.
Ths forces of ‘law and
ordsir’ - the courts, the

police and the jJudiciary
- has, as sver, been

mobilieed againsl us. §
Tim Donaghy and oth-
ers still languish In, or
face e prospect of
prizon, after demonst-
radons agsinst the Poll
Tad Insvitably in thess
cases police methods
of f{abrication and
manipuiation, finked fo
judicial prejudice, have
contributed to convic-
tions of innocent

peopls. The antics of
counchs employing vast

bureaucracies, the
uggery of private bail-
liits, and harrassment and Intimidation of non-payers,
has lad to thousands of people being summonsed to
court, and hundreds raceiving jail terms for ‘wilful
refusal o pay’.

The threat and use of all arms of the legal and penal
sysytoms show the extent io which the authorities
nave gons to try to strangle opposition to the Poll
Tax. England and Wales are the only countries in
Europe that imprison people for the civil offence of
debt, and they havent been slow in using this against
Poll Tax non-payers. This, and the swingeing sen-
tences imposed on demonstriators under the powe.
of the Public Order act show how serifously they've
taken the Poll Tax rebeition.
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Prison In general Is a squalld, inhumane and

barbaric method of inflicing punishment on anyons
at the best of times, ist alone on political protesters

and deblors. imprisonment is used as a way of
isciating and demoralising individuais, and
intimidaiing the rest of us into submission. We
intend to prevent this happening.

We've formed this group to offer material and

praclical support fo anyone imprisoned for opposing
the Poll Tax in Leeds and elsewhers. We alm fo
inform the public of the conlinuing Injustices bsing
perpetraied against both ordinary peopie and activ-
ists in i's name, and o campaign to prevent such
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With coliection of Poll Tax arrears sst to continue for
six years aftsr its abolition, and with new legisiation
due which is likely to retain a large measure of the
fist-rate’ aspect which made the Poll Tax Rseif so
unpopular, we think its vital to continue fo oppose the
Poll Tax in aill Rs effects and to maintain as high a
public profile for this opposition as possibie. We
also want those inside to see that others on the
outside are carrying on their fight with them. We’Hl
continus to argue that all Poil Tax resisters are
innocent and to press for FREEDOM FOR ALL
POLL TAX PRISONERS and AN AMNESTY FOR
AlLL NON-PAYERS NOWY




“ThoughtsofaPoll Tax ||~~~ ~MyCell

Prisoner As | st here In my cell
'm not the first to sit right hers | must say | dont feel well
Around me there are shadows | To say | am bored is just right
Fighters for freedom from the past = 1§ | | feel like fighting with all my might
Who faced Jall, rack and galiows The people whove done this unjust thing to me |
Who Just ltke me were innocent 1 | My prison guards who hold my cell key |
There's nothing wrong with me When | get out | promise you this !
We're not violent, we're not bad | will fight for justice twice as quick |
And we want the worid fo see No human being shouild have o be i
¥ you stand and think a while Locked up in a cell just like me |
Maybe you'll see R clear | | by Christine Hammeft - one of the Colchester 16 ‘
Should It be us thaf's in the dock Chris was found gulily of vicient disorder and sentenced !
orvosvtaputum s [ |08 manhe n 8 sprk 1082 sk b sl shousd nome |
Poll tax we don't accept or pay § | she would). Chris i3 appealing against her sentence.
We argue and we fight
For a falr soclely
And for the people’s right
Those with money rule the law
And make a God of greed
its on the poor they feed.

Terty Frost - one of the Colches-
tor 16

Tority was found guilly of Riot
and sentonced fo 2 yesars on &
April 1992 He will appeal.

SOLIDARITY WITH POLL TAX PRISONERS

. CHECK LIST FOR PRISONERS SUPPORT
1. Datalls phoned to local contact who circulates them to other nadlonal contacts.

2. Write to prisoner enciosing stamps or stamped, addressed snvelope, putiing your nams and
am:'onmobmkofyowluur

3. cmtmmmamomrbmumycm get to visit, if you can heip with iransport or
member of support group can visit.

4. Press releass. Organise demo outside prison.
5. Publicise prisoner's release.

8. Organise party for prisoner.

N.B. WTwmmmmuymmﬂ“MmhmnhMm

~ important to get the news of a Jalling out quickly. in Leeds, Moﬂmmwm been
for 30 days so far. |
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After a campaign on Tim's behall, permission for a
special review of his parole decision has now been
granted.it ls hard to imagine how he will fesl I he
gets refused parols again. He would then not come
out untll February 1993.

Tim wiites, “The system has falled miseradbly in
making me feel romorse for my so-called

“crimes™; & BDus momsnt ail | fesl is comlaapt A
contemgd Dl grows sach W | remember Buad day
when e police were sxempl from any or senss of
jusice. From that day to this, the police ol seem o
escape proseculion for the crimes commilied Dy
their hand. A woman rampied by polics horses, a
man maliciously run over by a riot van - the list goes
on. Then came the lles, perjury, fabrication of
svidencs, conspiring to pervert the course of justice
(incidentally, how many charges have been brought
against the poiice in the Birmingham 6 case?) No
charges whalsoever have been brought against the
police! URimatsly this brings into iine the judges
and lawiords involved in this cover-up as being
guilly of false Imprisonment. Living on this
“septlic isle” with its fake democracy that
boasts of no political prisoners, | for one have
been incarcerated for an oppinion against the
state, nothing slise! The vicience | was invoived
in was an inslinct for survival, or plainly
defence!l”

| DEPTOF FNANCE POLLTAX COU..E(IION UNIT

A

1 We Lobol Cowncillors see oufselves s
as o buwffel beliveen the people and
the (epiessive dictats of centia\
, 30&(1'\0\&\!:.




COMMITAL HEARINGS

The firel commilial hearinge In Leeds ook place over
& voar ago. Since hen e Councll has coniinued 0
hold hem at least once a week Thirly sbt people
ave received suspended sentences and Wo have

been jalled.

Tha hearings show some of the worsi aspecis of the
Sritish justice system. Legal aid has been denisd the
defondants, sven though they are faced with jall, on
e bDasis that the cases ars deemed o be chil.
Fortinsiely thers are several local solicitors who are
prapared to work in a volumary capacily, and most
paople havs been repressnted. Unfortunately this
nasn’t besn the cass in the vast majorily of courts in
&8 county.

Al e hearing e Councll representaiives have to
prove thatl the defendant was guilty of sither “culp-
abis negisct” or “wiifl refusal” priofr to the granting
of a Liability Order ai $he firet court hearing. in other
words that the defendanmt had the money o pay, bt
for some reason didn't The Councii’s job is made a
grsat deal easier by the fact that the magistrates have
tsually made ud their minds before the count casel
The councli’s argumentis are freguently moronic, tWwo
favoured ones being “They managed to pay thelr
gaz and siectic bilis so they could have paid theilr
Poll Tax” and “They could have paid the Poll

with all he money saved when e raiss wers
abolished™ Wilh this level of sophisticalion the

Councll s doubly lucky in hacving he court clerks
roofing for them. The clerks are squarely supposed
to give unblased advics to the frequenily unisamed
magistrates. This is particularly important when the
Council's case is bsing challenged as isgal points
such as the admissability of evidence. In aimost
every case we have come across the court clerks
have advised the magistraies o favour the Councii.
Undauntsd we continue o put up legal challenges to
the Councii’s case. in parlicular, a rule In the 1880
Magistrates Court Act which gives a six month time
Bmit for the court o hold a commital hearing
following e original complaimt has led (o the
adjournment of all cases in MHuddersfisld. We hope
to repsat the success in Lesds.

Bt we shouidm have any lusions aboil bealing
them at thelr own game. Much greater difficulties
have besn created for the councli and the courls by

peopie simply not urnling up. A note of caution hers
though, for psopis under suspended sentences who
dont fum up for a second commilal hearing the

magisirales are now willing {o pass ssnience in their
abssncs.

With no end In sight fo the commilal hearings we will
have to continue owr weekly vigih at the courts, In
order to support thoss peopie who are at the front
ine of Poll Tax enforcement.

HOLLOWAY SONG

And when you've locked the door behind us you only fan the flames

By giving us a number you don’t rob us of our names

There's nothing you can uss now to threaten or control

Authorily is hollow when It's ail you have

Our voices won't be slienced by hiding us away

The walis you put around me dissolve and fade away ~

They're only stone and metal and they’rs ail you have

!unnaldomm,mr.’ammyyoucmhn. |
~ And there’s many come before and many more o follow me
't you who are the prisoners though you tsil yourseives you're free
And while you nourish fear and despair, while you arm for nuciear war

While you take away our rights you dars fo preach to us of the law.
And there are no walls to hoid us

No laws fo kili our spirit




Dear Non-paysf,

s you non-payers Who
local services, lsn't 1?7

are causing cuts In

Local services
s Poll Tax. 25%

reduced. Did they honestly expect
:‘ﬁ;a ::;ﬂym up the difference? Non

mostly poor (obviously). They are
vy’ m most need and want local
want to save money

Dear Readers, if you've any more ques-:

- -

-llons, don't ask me. Ask the
:dmmuhr the damned thing!

people who::
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LEEDS PRISONERS SUPPORT GROUP

4

''''

both those amresied at demonsirations and those
imprisoned for non-payment. in the latier group most
are simply guilty of the “crime” of being too poor,
and therefore unabie to pay, and others have refused

to pay on principle because of the injustice of the
Poll Tax.

We write fo prisoners all over Britain and visit local
prisoners when necessary. We also try fo support
familles f we can. We have ralsed money by
collecting in pubs and as a result we have been able
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------

The group was set up in March 1992. We aim to
support people In prison because of the Poll Tax,
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to commit ourselves to sending a liie money sach
week both to Chris Hammett and her children for the
duration of her sentsnce.

We have aiso taken part in the campaign o get Tim
Donaghy’s parole reviewed and some members hsip
out at court at committal hearings.

Someone who has been in prison sald that he couid
not emphasise enough how importanmt R was ic
receive a letter or card of support ¥ he did not gel a
lettsr In the moming he “wrote the day off*. ¥ you
wouid like to help pleass contact Steph or Richard
on Lesds 7870986 or Pat on Leeds 663816.

TELEPHONE NO.;




