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is ignominy of Its defeat,
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Buttle
The mate non-payment, non-cooparallon cam-
irn^n ag^net * Poll Tex mobilised such
widespread opposltton that, two years after It’s
teb’OducUon, me Poll Tax Is now virtually Ms- 

The victory of ordinary people against such
unjust legislation, and
deserves to be mmembered as |ust that - a victory 
against If4usflce, power, and me legal and p^Ha- 
mentery system.

However, whilst claiming this victory with pride, we 
should also remember the coninolgg savagery 
and Injusttee meted out by the s^te through 
lamngt and crtmlMklleaihon of Pott Tax non- 
payers and resisters. 
The forces of ‘law and 
order - the courts, me 
police and tie Judiciary 
- has, as ever, been 
mobilised against us. 
nm Donaghy and oth­
ers sCIi languish In, or 
face the prospect of 
prison, afler demonst- 
ralons ag^nst tee Poli 
Tax, inevltebly In those 
cates police methods 
of fabrication and 
manipuladon, linked to 
judicial prejudlco, have 
contributed to convic­
tions of Innocent 
people. The anOcs of 
councils employing vast 
bureaucracies, the 
thuggery of private bai­
liffs, and harrassment and IntMdaflon of non-payers, 
has ted to thousands of people being summonsed to 
court, and hundreds receiving jail terms for WHfui 
refusal to pay*.

The threat and use of ail aims of the legal and penal
«ysyt»m« show me extent to wNch the authortBe* 
have gone to Uy to strangle oppotHton to the Poll 
Tax. England and Wale* are the only countries in 
Europe that imprison people for the civil offence or 
debt, and they havent been slow in using this against 
Poll Tax non-payers. This, and Sie swingeing sen­
tence* imposed on demonstrator* under me pow®, 
of the Public order act show how seriously meyve 
taken me Pol Tax rebellion.

Prison in general Is a squalid, inhumane and 
barbaric method of Inflicting punishment on anyone 
at the best of Smes, let alone on po^cai protesters 
and debtors. Imprisonment le used as a way of 
Isolating and demoralising tndMdMs, and 
intimidating the rest of us Into submission. We 
Intend to prevent this happening.

We’ve formed this group to offer material and 
practical support to anyone Imprisoned for opposing 
the Poll Tax In Leeds and elsewhere. We aim to 
inform me public of the continuing Injures being
perpetrated against bote ordinary people and acW-
lets In rs name, and to campaign to prevent such

WMh collection of PoH Tax arrears set to continue for 
six years after Its aboimon, and with new legislation 
due which Is likely to retain a large measure of the
’flat-rats’ aspect which made tee Poll Tax Itself so
unpopular, we think Its vltel to continue to oppose the
Poll Tax In all Its effects and to maintain as high a
public profile for this opposition as possible. We 
also want those Inside to see that others on the
outside are carrying on their fight wlfih teem. We’ll
eoMnw to argue Mias all Poll Tax reeietore are 
Imiocent and to preee for FREEDOM FOR AU- 
POLL TAX PRISONERS and AN AMNESTY FOR 
ALL NON-PAYERS NOW*



Thoughts of a Poll Tax 
Prisoner

I’m not the first to sit right here 

Around me there are shadows 

Fighters for freedom from the past 

Who faced Jail, rack and gallows 

Who Just like me were Innocent 

Thore's nothing wrong with me 

We're not violent, we're not bad

My prison guards who hold my cell key 
l

When I get out I promise you this !

And we want the world to see

ft you stand and think, a while

Maybe you'll see ft clear

Should ft be us that’s In the dock

Or those who put us here?

Poll tex we don’t accept or pay

We argue and we fight

For a fair society *
And for the people's right 

Those with money rule the law 

And make a God of greed 

Take from Wpoor to give the rich 

Its on the poor they feed.

Chris was found goW of vtoient disorder and soniwncod 
to fi moufivs on 0 aprfi 10tt. She Is not afiowod home 
vlstts te her 4 children (after being told In Holloway that | 
she would). Chris Is appc^teg agatot her sentence.

Terry Frost - one of Sie Colettes
ter 10

Terry ft e found guW of Riot
■ad MntonMd to 2 year* on 8

aeWMBMI

j As I sit here In my cell

I must say I dont feel well

To say I am bored Is Just right

I feel like fighting with all my might

The people whove done this unjust filing to me

I will fight for Justice twice as quick

No human being should have to be 
4

Locked up In a cell just like me

by Christne Hammett - one of the Colchester 13

MesaawMHW

They're in there for us

My Cell • V-

April 1 M2 Ha wM appeal. We re out here
. . ~ >■ ^cwwwwaww wi■« । ^9. k

for them i

SOLIDARITY WITH POLL TAX PRISONERS

CHECK LIST FOR PRISONERS SUPPORT
1. Details phoned to local contact who circulates them io otter naftonai contacts.

2. Write prisoner enclosing stamps or stamped, addressed envelope, pMng your name and
address on the back of your tefter.

3. Contact famfty/rnends of prisoner to see If they can get to visit, ft you can help wtm transport or 
member of support group can visit

4. Press release. Organise demo outside prison.

5. Publicise prisoners release. ‘ J

6. Organise party for prisoner.

N.B. Released Trafalgar Square prisoners say the first 30 days are file worst t Is therefore
Important to get file news off a Jailing out quickly. In Leeds, sentences for non-payment have been
for 30 days so far.
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refused pwote eemng a Bm year
wmma flowing Trafalgar S^are AM- juetice. From fiat day to We, fw poftco NN seem Io
PM Tax demoR^r^w of fl MarM ItM.

Tim and Brian Tavares (also black) are tw onte Poti 
I tax prisoners to have had parole refused. They ateo 

received some of tw longeri sentences . TMs fits 
the general pMem of mo ba of blacki

people by me British legal system. Brian has now 
boon released tearing Tim 

S Sm

1

•^Se

tie only remaining. F

prisoner from Traf^gM Scpiare.

9

when me ponce were wsmpi tom any or tome of 

escape prosecution for the crimes commuted by 
fwlr hand. A woman tempted by potice horses, a 

Mman maliciously ran over by a riot van - the fat goes 
on. Thon came tie Ues, perjury, fabrication of 
evidence, conspiring to pervert the course of justice 
(Incidentally, how many charges have been brought 
against the police In the Birmingham 6 case?) No 
charges whatsoever have been brought against the 
pollcol Ultimately mis brings Into Iino mo Judges

After a campaign on Tim’s behalf, permission for a and lawlords Involved in mis cover-up as being 
special review of his parole decision has now been gM^y of false imprisonment Living on mis
granted.!! Ie hard to Imagine how ho wit fool If ho 
goto refused parole again. He would then not come 
out untti February 1993.

at
f with Ito fake democracy that

boasts of no political prisoners, I for one have 
boon incarcerated for an opplnlon against the

TJm write*, "The ha* failed mteeraMy la .
making mo fool remorse for my so~ca!lod

* io, nothing else! The violence I was Involved
In was an Instinct for survival, or plainly 
defence!”
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COMMITAL HEARINGS

The met conwnMI h^mge In Leeds took place over 
a year ago. Since men toe Counci has conenuod to 
hold twm te teart once a week. Thirty she people 
haw recoteed suspended sentences and two have

*

TM hearings show tome of me worst aspects of the 
'Wrmsh ^tem. Legte eld has been denied tie 
defendants, wen fiough they are faced wim Jak, on 
me basis mte the cases are deemed to bo cMi. 
Fortunately mere m several local solicitors who are 
prepared to work In a voluntary capacfty, and most 
people have been represented. Unfortunately tHt 
hasn’t been me cate In me vast majors of courts In 
fie country.

At me hearing me Council ropmontte^es have to 
prove mte the defendant was gumy of oHher "culp­
able neglect” or *wm refusal” prior to me granting 
of a Liable Order te Be first court he&rtng. In omer 
words mat me defendant had me money to pay, but 
for some reason dldnt The Council’s fob Is made a 
great deal easier by me fact mat me magistrates have 
usually made up melr minds before me court caste
The council’s arguments are ftequentiy moronic; two 
favoured ones being "They managed to pay melr 
gas and electric bias to mey could have paid melr 
Poti Tax” and "They could have paid the Poll Tax 
wNh all the money saved when me rates were

Council to doubly lucky m hacving me court clerks 
rootmg for mem. The clerks are squarely supposed 
to ghm unbiased advice to the frequency unlearned 
ma^states. TWt Is particularly important when me
Council’s case is being challenged as legal points 
such as me admissibility of evidence, m almost 
every case we have come across the court clerks 
have advised me magnates to favour me Council.
Undaunted we continue to put up legal challenges to 
the Council’s case. In particular, a rule in the 1990 
Magistrates Court Act which gives a six monm time 
emit for me court to hold a commltal hearing 
foeowing me original complaint hat led to me 
adjournment of tel cases m Huddersfield. We hope 
to repete me success In Leeds.

But we shotednl have »iy fusions about beating 
them at melr own game.Much greater dlfncuMtos 
have been created for me council and me courts by 
people simply not mrtelng up. A note of caution here 
though, for people under wspendod sentences who 
dont turn up for a second commit hearing me 
magistrates are now wining to past sentence In melr 
absence.

With no end In sight to me commute heatings we wm 
have to continue our weekly vl^ at me courts, in 
order to support those people who are at the front 
Une of Poll Tax enforcemeM.

abolished"! Will AMs level of sophistication me

a
*• unran Mt i.w»
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HOLLOWAY SONG

And when you’ve tocked me door behind us you only fan the flames

By gMng us a number you don’t rob us of our names

There’s nothing you can use now to threaten or control

1

Authority Is hollow when It’s tel you have

Our voices won’t be silenced by hiding us away

The walls you put around me dissolve and fade aw^ ' 

They’re only stone and mtete and they’re tel you have

I am not alone hero, mere’s many you can’t see

And there’s many come before and many more to foMow me

rt you who are me prisoners though you ten yourselves you’re free

And while you nourish fear and despair, while you arm for nuclear war

While you take away our rights you dare to preach to us of the law. &
And mere are no walls to hold us 

No laws to km our spirt!

Ml
IM
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