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FACTE.ABOUT THE SPANISH RESI$TANCE (2)

WHAT IS THE C.N.T. ?

by

Jose Fcirats

Foreword

'nWhat is the C.N.T?" was finst pubtished in RUTA, an exreltrent

Spanish Ianguage reyiew pt"rtrlished in Caracas.

When Jose Feirats sl.roke here in London at the trberian Centre, tr

prorniserd myself' to translate t"he work. so often in my cclnvensatiort

with rnilitants here anrl sympathisers witi'l anarchisrn ilr Enitain I had

. heard the question askeel in the title'

Jose Peirats enjoys great prestige as a historian not onxy in the spanish
and international anarcho-syndicalist movement, but arnongst profess-

. ional historians rnany of whorn owe their entire research upon the
spanish labour rnovement to a scrutiny of his definitive works. His
farnous book "'The C.N.T., in the Spanish Revolution", so sought after
by students, has incomprehensibly not been translated into Englkh.

It hardly seems possible that a writer so prodigious and authoritativc as

Peirats, indefatigable with his pen as ever, lives in exile, in irnpoverished
circumstances at 65 years of age deperrdant upon social security after a

lifetime as a worker, while academics on comfortable grants utilise his

research as their own.

h{IGUEL GAR"CIA GARCIA

Fint puhlished June 1972'
2n6 oflittnn January 1974,

h:.$imian,
834, [tn,,r'er;'tock $Jill, tr omdolt N.W'3.

Typeuet by Black Flag.
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The C.N.T,, was the confederation of anarcho-syndicalist unions in
Spain. T'he 'orthodox' socialist trade union, the U.G.T., (General
Union of Workers) was created later. Unlike other countries it was

the social democratic U.G.T., which was the 'splinter' organisation'
It bolstered its position within Spanish society by political action, and
the Socialist politicians and the U.G.T., officials entered the govern-

ments of the monarchy and the Republic (even the dictatorship of
Primo de Nvera, when permitted to do so). It was this factor which
made for difficulty in union during the Civil War.

Translator.

INTRODUCTION

The Confederacion Nacional del Trabajo (the National Federation of
Labour) has been a thorn in the side of politicians in Catalonia,
antl for that matter in the'rest of Spain, since its inception (in l9l l)
right up to the end of the civil war (in 1939), which was also the end of
its open existence. These gentlemen loathed it as a hotbed of organised
upheavals in the even tenour of public life, and did not mince their
words in choosing the worst epithets they could think of for it.

In the days of the First International, a Spanish Prime Minister,
Sagasta, called the predecessor of the CNT,'the Regional Federation
of Spain, "a philosophic Utopia of crime "; under the Second Republic
Azana termed its members "bandits with union cards ". Somewhat
more objective than either of these gentlemen, the English writer,
Gerald Brenan, declared that the anarchist movement in Spain was

the most Spanish of all south of the Pyrenees.

Some persons who may have personal reasbns for forgetting about the
untameable spirit which has historically characterised the lberian race
whether in oonfrontation with the invader or in opposing a parade

of native officiousness, would be better employed than in looking for
the'origins of anarcho-syndicalisrn outside Spain. Joint offspring of
crude Catalan capitalism and the feudalism of Andalucia, it established
itself as a robust movement of protest against political corruption,
against an outdated system of landholding, against the plutocrats or the
nouveaux riches, and against a narrow-minded ruling class from which
Spain has never ceased to suffer.

It will be noted that anarchism and anarcho-syndicalism have been
spoken of in the same breath. In Spain they are in reality two words
which connote the sarne thing. If there has almost always been a

movement called specifically anarchism, with its press and editorials
and with other groups attached to it - such as the Free Youth move'
ment, the women's organisations, Anti-fascist Solidarity, clubs, schools,
etc., - always at tire centre of this pullulating swarm has been lbund
the workers' organisation, the C.N.T., the heart of the entire movement
as well as its fecund source. The reaction, the bearing, in a word the
climate of thinking of the grgater part of its component bodies bears
the indelible stamp of federalism, the mark of the C.N.T., for all those
who were born of it and died in it were its men.
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THE CONSTITUTION OF TITE C.N.T"

A revolutionary organisation of the working class such as the C.N.T.,
cannot be judged by the overt meaning of its constitution. Always in
conflict with legality, the C.N.T., found it necessary to have recoune
to subterfuges to enable it to obtain the legal recognition which it
needed for its trade unions to be able to operate. The rules and
regulations submitted to the government only expressed in a summary
form what were the pdncipies, tactics and aims of the organisation'

Quite often the provincial governors to whom they were sent imposed
finishing touches of the text submitted as a condition of according legal

authorisation.

As far as our information goes, the rules that can be called character'
istic of the movement began to crystallise at the regional congress of
the Catalan unions, which was held in Barcelona in June'July 1918.

It was at this congress that the C.N.T., decided that its structure mwt
be based on one single union for each industry. And having done so

it went on to lay down the aims of its unionism. A commission at this
same congress put forward a draft constitution which was hastily
completed afterwards, according to the ups and downs of circumst'
ances. As far as this account is concerned, this was laid down by the
commission:

"An organisation under the name of the Catalan
Regional Confederation of I-abour has been set up
with the following aims and objects: To put into
practice the ideai of soliclarity between the bodies
forming the federation, directed towards the conr-
plete emancipation of the working class fiom mono-
poly capitalism and from all those who oppose the
free development of productive workers. To be

prepared to extend its activities, through federal
pacts, with similar federations which either already
exist or may oome into being in the rest of Spain,
in Europe and anywhere else in the world."

The second article is concertted with tactics and says:-

"To carry out the foregoing aints, the local and
district federations - which shall tre the only bodies

. constituting the Catalan Regional Confederation of
Labour, with the exception of such speciol cases as

the trade unions may decide to admit into their fold -
shall always struggle in the purely economic tield,
that is, by direct action, untrammelled by any
political or retigious prejudice. As regards questions
of tactics or procedure, these shall be appraised
according to circumstances, even though the action
to be taken shall be the preferred mode of combat".

Even though this constitution was formulated by the Catalan Region,
the Mentor of modern syndicalism, it was adopted by all the other
regional federations of the C.N.T., as can be sedn from the following
excerpt, for examplen from an interesting work by Juari Peiro (The
Path of the C.N.T., Barcelona, 1925):

"It is certainly truc that the Con8rcc of l9l9 hid
dow:r that Free Con:rnunisin is the be,sic idcoloci of
the C.N.'I.......; but it is no less true tliat this iiirrf-v'

six monthC atfei, in subrnittifrf-itl nrles for the
approval of the (cid!) Eovernor of Valencia stated in
Article II that 'in the attainrnent of these airns the
Confederation and its constituent bodies will struggle

in ttrc purely economic field, thet is h1' direcf lction,
untrammElled by any political or rcligious prejudice.'

Lct us notc in prsing that the l9l9 Congrecs had leful dorn c$a
gtrrically the use of ievoluticnury direct ection (cf, the rteordt of
these two corurcsses).

The catalan Regiona! ccngrlrs ref,erred to h&d ciecusse,l thoroughly
tlie question of tdirect acticn'. It rv8s rclucttnt t0 a(scpt:uch a tactic
opcniy; but mvetthehre vhen rubmittirU its rules to Valencia for
aipovU, thc cri&rion of futl dircct rction 

'uoms 
to have won the day,

*'ren thcugti it was a in&ttr.r !f ing x'lthin the crT'l-aPter'^e nf tho

National Confederaiicn.



lttg1 cgme tr930, and the end of the <lictatorship of primo de Rivera,which had driven the c.N.T., underground. riiis time the Nationarcommittee sent its rures for appr6var to the tciv,l governor ofBrrcelona, Despujols. And it *n"i irur Despujols, cloubtress with thepermission of General Mola, Director-gerreral of Interiigen.r,--*to
cigred them after making cortain 

_change's wtrich jump to Tt 
",j.r''oran expert. The new text read as follows:_

"An organisation has been set up in Spain under the
designation of the C.N.T., which sets out to achieve
the following ohjectives:
a) To work for the development of the spirit of

acsocietion emong workers, getting them to
undontand that only in this way can they. niro thsir rnoral and material condition in
modom rccicty, and so prepare the way for
thclr complote 

-emancipation- in tfre coniuesi
of thc mcsns of produition 

"no "onsuiltd;:
, b) To proctico mutual aid between the different

bodics in_the Federation, always when necessary
and called for by them, 

-both 
during gtrikes ani

c) To fostei relations with all sirnilar working-
. class organisations, whether national or intei-

mtional, with a view to sharing their experi-, Gnocs and thus hasten the total clnmcipaiion' of workers everywhere,,'.

. ih .lrticls II it was stated;

"To carry out the foregoing aimr, the Confed_
ontion and the trade unions which are its
oonctituent bodies shall confinc their struggle
to the purely economic field, end shall resotVe,t$y {iffgrenses with tt *p 

"oncCrn"iOirecirv;,with the bourgeois, such as may be oi .n 
".on_omic nature; and those of a cociat kind or

conceming public order, and E€ryi6;n{f,ith the
tovcrnment or with the departmenta coluqrned,
frooiru themselves compleiely 

"a 
;t-p"[]ili'

or rc$iouo d{nment."-

DIRECTACTION During the regional congress of l9l9 an inter-
esting discr.lssion took place on the subject of
the tactics to be followed; Should the moye-

ment base itself on direct action, multiple action or a mixture of the
two? on this proposition, the platform lpsued the following directive:
"Even though the principles which infoim the regional fediration are
based on the doctrines of revolutionary syndicalism and its tactics,
there exist in its rnirlst some unions which do not carry on their
struggle with capital in this spirit and even act on a multiple base, we
recommend that the congress resolves that no bodies should belong to
the confederation which do not accept in its full extent the princilles
of direct action."
L *u.r" of tt" A"Uute'it was evident that although no-one, or almost
rlofle, w'as against direct action, the emp'hasis with which the platform
put forward its recomrnendations did not take into account, in thc
opinion of some, the backwar{ness of many workers. If the principle
of direct action was accepted in all its rigour, such workers woutd
implicitly find themselves outside the organisation. Even Juan peiro
himself, who might be considered the rnost representative theoretician
of Spanish revolutionary syndicalism, took the view that a declaration
of principles should be made which was not so extreme as that contain-
ed in the motion before congress. He said: "Direct action, even if
accepted by all of us, has not yet been absorbed thoroughly by any but
small groups, Hence the acceptance of the motion would result in the
exchlsion from the Confederation of many forces which already accept
direct action in principle, even though it is not felt dogmatically.',

In the end Congress resolved: "In the battle between Capital and
Labour, those unions belonging to the Fsderation are under the
obligation of adopting by preference the system of direct action in
circumstances of real gravity, they do not call for the use of other
distinct formulas."

In the upshot, as we have seen, the constitution of the C.N.T., was
characterised - at least when not deleted by the governors, as happened
with Despu.iols - purely and simply by the statement that the tactics of
the C.N.T., were to be direct action"
In practice, there was a certain amount of confusion. Direct action
came into conflict with the alleged imoartialitv of thi government
when arbitrating in conflicts between Capital and Labour. Revolution-
ary syndicalisrn well understood that, far from being neutral betwoen
employers and workers, the authorities were tiercely allied with ths
capitalists, since they had a host of cornmon interests whictr bound
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them to the side of the 'bosses'. Their awards were necessarily, it
followed, againsl ttrginferosts nf the w.rrking class,
If the authorities confirsed direct action with violence, certain militants
who were not sufficiently instructed thought it a mortal sin if a strike
committee paid a visit to the government offices. -In this respect, if the
rules established in 1930 leave out mention of direct action, in turn
they define it perfectly by stating that conflicts between capital and
labour shall be settled direqtly, with the employersn while those of a
social nature or having to do with the gervices shall be taken up with
the authorities.

..ONE UNION"

INDUSTRIAI. FEDERATIONS Anselmo Lorenzo recalls in htt
"The Proletarian Militant" tb
defence which Garcia Meneme

made of the Report on Organisation. The movement was at that timo
developing in two parallel directibns. On the one hand, on the groundc.
of solidarity, of the defence and of militant education, the basic units'
the 'locals' - were federating themselyes into local, district and regional
organisations of all trades mixed; but apart from this at the same time
the 'locals' of each separate trade were joining themselves together to
form federations of the same industry on a local, district and regional
basis. In this way, during the last century, the Council of the Spanish
Regional Federation had to take on the duty of representing both
federal structures; the same had to be undertaken by the National
Committee of the C.N.T.

The Federation of the different trades unions came into being in l9l1
as someone recalled at the 1918 Congress: "It was at the last eongress
held (in l9l0) at the Bellas Artes Palace (in Barcelona) that the lines
and outlines were traced along which were to be modelled the
national organisations of the working class. It was in this congress that
it was agreed, aqd that in no uncertain terms, to direct workers'unions
to form themselves on a basis of a federation of 'locals' in the same
industry in regional and national groupings being the only units that
were to make up the Grand Confederation of Workers."
"It was on the basis of this decision," said the speaker, that was form-
ed the Metallurgical Fedenation, 'owhich was a local one to begin with,
but later becarne a regional one, resulting ultimately in the formation
of the National Metallurgical Federation." (Reminiscences of the l9l8
Congress of Catalonia, Toulouse. 1957). But this same l9l8 CeryE$s
left in the air the necessity for the formation of the federations in each
kind of trade. Their resolution was as follows: "It is not considered
useful to form federations in each trade on a national scale, but as
this question falls within the competence of a national congress of the
C.N.I'.,it is left to such a congress to resolve it.
The next national col'lgress, that of December 1919, dropped such
trade unions from its plans, but those already in existence rifusea to
dissolve themselves. Not only that, but other trades federated them-
selves on a national basis, such as tht: telephone workers, and those in
the oil industry.

' "Ono Unlon" as defined by the same Congross
of 1918, is not what its sworn enernies h&ve
been propagating about it. With mala ftdct,

they allege that it dieclogos 0 wish for monopoly; One {.Jnion rneans a
Single Union (for all). The solo monopoiiits are those totalitarian
regimes which have imposed a single monopolist union, sh.ackling
employers and workers together by decree in something which is
proclaimed to be the end of the class struggle without abolishing
classes.

The idea of a single union for each industry ("Orre Union") was not
,'invented by the tr918 congress. trn the first workers'congress, that of
June 1870, a form of orgalrisation was adopted, which when perfectecl
the following yeer at Valencia evoked the admiration of fhe inter-
nationaiiets who met in London that same year around Karl Marx
(he will bp menttsn8d.agaigjfltef,L.
L,et us note in psssing that in every period of roorganiration after a spell

{nore or less prolonged of supridion, the workirg class militant is
faced with the ftagmentation prulting from different workers' groups

!1 the same place of work, ironically called .,chapels". This is to say
that, in the same locality, there are to be found different groups of
carpenteruo or locksmiths, or smelters, run by little local .,bossesl, who
defend their petty fiefs against the syndicaliit organisation with cloak-
and-daggcr tactics.

The "One Union" came to put an end to such gangster-chiefs. And in
doing so, it ended their parochial quarrels and emphasised the trnity.of
the working class. F'urther, the "One {Jnion" carried the federalist
enterprise to the furthest extent, spreading it throughout the region
and tho wholo country. For alt that, the One Union was already in' oXiotenco in Barcelona before lgt8".

J



Fronn the momont the Second Republic was declared (1931), there
bolnn a rcnewod interest in the question of f-ederating within eich
kind of indurtry. Ae the advocates of the system were ths Gernnan
ancrcholyndlcslists, an outstanding Spairish militant sarcastically
obrcnod that these federations were being imported into Spain
"inddc a barrpl of beer".

Juan Peiro, the champion of Federations of Industry, was to write:
"In our opinion, it was a grave error of judgement which the Congress
at the Comedy Theatre (Madrid, l93l) made in agreeing to the
abolition of federations of locals on a basis of a nationwidg industry
Their existence was in no way incompatible with the existence of those
called 'one union' groupings......It is tnre that some of the trades
federationc in boirU at the tinne were over-centralising, being at
fault in eucking dry the individuality of the local unions of which
they wore compocod; but this should not have been a reason for
breaking thom up....,.

To national organirationr of the bourgeoisie there should undoubtedly
contspond national organisations of the working class, grouped accord'
ing to induatrios.".,..Othorwise. it is not possible to confront or resist
the capitrlists..".,.The general tendency of bourgeois capitalism, we have
pointed out many times, does not lirnit itself to &n econornic.industrial
concentration, nor even to the formation of national federations; their
objectives go far beyond cuch limits and soek to find them, and already
begin to find them, in international organisations and undentandinge,
It would be absurd to agr€e for one moment that such a state does not
call for a corresponding economic-industrial purposc in the defenco of
the productive class." (Anarcho-syndicalist Themes, Barcelona, 1930).

The national congress of l93l after a long and passionate debate,
acceptod the industrial superstructure, but the split that occurred the
mme yeer put off an agreement to such an uncertain future that the
molt feffcnt advocates of a new formula abandoned the organisation.
Whon ln 193? at long last the industrial federations began to be reform-
cd lt was too late. The C.N.T., had scarcely any time left to nrn.

OI'ECTIVES OF THE C.N.T. The federal congrosr ofl9l9
declared that "the alm of
the C.N.T., in aocordancc

with the essence of the principles of the (First) Workon' Intcrnrtlonrl,
'7

is Free Cornrnunisrn." However, sinr:e a.t the time thers was aciopted

another motion to join the T'hird International provisionally, solne mald

draw the conclusion ttrat the Free Cornlnunisrn of the C'N"T', and the

Soviets were one and the same;

soviet comnrunism derives ultimately from the "communist Mani-

festo" of ]t4anx and Engels; free communisrn desoends from the doc-

trines developed by Peter Kropotkin in his book, "The conquest of
Bread". Here are two conceptions fundamentally opposed to each

other.

The Russians seek to build comrnunism by means of the Dictatorship

of the Proletariat. Free Communists are opposed to any authoritative

body, and consider that it is possible to bring about socialism directly,

oiiiort any dictatorship, for socialism without freedorn is not sociatr-

isrn at all, neither can cicspotisnl evcr tread to liberty. The)'trust in the

social forces inbuilt in Man, whicir will rise to the surface and grow

*frtn opprrssion by the state arrd by capitalism ceases, and through

the enjoyment in common of the soun'ces of natural wealtlr and of the

means of production'

REVOI.UTICINAR.Y SYNDICAI-TSM ThE C.N.T., CAiiS itSEIf TEV'

oltltionarY sYndicalist be-

cause it is a fighting organ-

isation both in the irnmediate present and with the prospect of over-

ilrtr*ing the State through armed revolution by means of a revolution-

ary gen;ral strike. Revolutionary, too, because through its own bndies

toiated in the centres of procluctiol and its fe<ieral organisations such

as the trade union and its agro-industrial co-operatives, it considers

itr"ii ruprt fe of taking over the tasks of pr.ductions and of distrib-

ution after the revolution has taken place'

with vistas of ambitious proiects such as these Peiro assigrred a nlost

important role to the industrial federations, which were to prepare

tli.*r.trur befbrehancl by learning the economics aucl technology,

i'n.'^^pprirrtion of technological developments to industry, the fluc-

tuatio,rs of sr-rpply and demanel. thc statistir:s of export and import

.tr. In the faitories. the shop stewarcls' comlnittees of tociay, fighting

io. tt.,. inte rcsts of their Lu.rion n1embers in the place where they worlg

shoulcl becoule tomorrow thc technical committees who will administ-

er the etrterprises in a socialised economy.



Thc mmo Eeiro gave a very important part in a socialist economy to the
oxiltitu contumers' co-operatives as centres of distribution in ths
fututt: '"The distribution of proclnce will similarly hold as important
Lrolc ln the society of tornorrow as the articulation of production.
Tlt, ttot to much in respect of the development of production,
silrctly, m because organised distribution will bi a factor in the orien-
tatlon of the people from the first mornent of the Revolution as far as
thO pr,Ovilion of foodi is concerned - we all know already how rnuch
tho triumph of the revolution depends on this..That is why, further,
thrt tho Co-operatives have to be unfailing in their function as the
nolnt of distribution in the new society freed from the trammels of
of Crpitalism and the State.

Both the Unions, in the
thick of the class war and
also the industrial federa-
tions and co-operatives in

a constructive age of revolution, regard federalism as their driving force.
Libertarian communism has within its hold trade unions, industrial
federations, co-operative societies and free communes (municipalities).
In fact, the word Communism is derived from the @nmune or muni-
cipality. In the Iberian peninsula, there is a tradition of independent
cornmunes in history, which goes back to the fucror or local laws,
public charters, and free eommunes of the Middle Ages.

Politically and administratively, most spanish libertarian communists
thought of the commune as a self-governing unit capable of federating
itself with other similar units, that is to say, soverelgn within its own
boundaries, but linked by a free pact with its neighb-ours. Federation
always implies the freedom and self-government of the federating
bodies, but this does not mean their independence.

Pi y Margall, who has been the moving spirit of Spanish anarachism as
much as, or perhaps even more! than Bakunin or Kropotkin (for
beginning with salvochea and Mella, many .Iberian anarihists d."*
their inspiration from him), has written in his book, "Nationalities" :

"'Federation comes from the Latin word foedus, which signifies an
alliance or compact; it cannot be arrived at without the contracting
parties being free, that is to say, sui luris.o' He added, on the subject
of the municipalities of the Middle Ages: "The citizens not content

I

with their fueros ar own law codes, attempted all the tirne to extract
further privileges to buttress them. If for any reason they united with
their neighbours, it was to defend local freedoms, even against the king
himself, whom they always looked at with cautious and suspicious
eyes. With this sole aim, there were organised chiefly in Castille and in
Leon, those famous brotherhoods or groups which were so powerful in
the last third of the Middle Ages, and unfortunately went down with
Juan Padilla at Villalar. They acquirecl great power in this fashion, and
so far from being for the benefit of the State, brought the State into
their service."

In the C.N.T., before the Civil War, all'decisions to act were taken in a
meeting of the branch, whether in an office or a factory. There it was
that the tasks were laid on the men who werc to carry them out. In
general, these jobs were not renumerated. In this there was a scrupul-
ous tradition no less rigourously lbllowed. Becauso of this rule, it was
difficult to turn the militants into bureaucrats, since they were
regularly replaced at the end o[ their term ofoffice, usually annual, and
so did not come to feel like functionaries. This sacred custom was only
hr.kgn during the three years of the war. This bureaucracy, being
carried over into the exiled organisations, became a bad habit and led
to deplorable consequences, bureaucracy led to an acute crisis for fed-
eralism, and to an asphyxiating growth of centralisation.

Under normal circumstances, the federal organs are the local feder-
ation, which is the grouping of all the union 'locals' in an important
centre of industry, or the One LJnion, which links together all the agro-
industrial 'locals' of a district. Then come the District Committees, the
regional committees and the National Committee. Deliberative bodies
are in the following line: the assemblies of all affiliated bodies - which
in times when the C.N.T., is functioning'underground'are replaced by
meetings of the militants; the regional or national congresses, in which
direct representatives of the previously mentioned assemblies take part,
being summoned to discuss a 'slate' the motions forming which have
been selected by the basic units themselves; the plenary sessions, which
cannot, however, discuss fundamental propositions, which are the
prerogative of the congresses, nor can they modify resolutions agreed
to at the latter; finally, the conferences, which are empowered to
discuss fundamental themes, but have to submit the propositions
agreed to. however, to lhe referendum of the individual unions.

Resolutions can be adopted by acclamation if no dissentient voice is
raised against them; but normally voting by a majority is required

l0
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('mqiority law'), or by proportional representation, dropping pro-
gressively a certain number of votes for every one thousand members
represented. Proportional voting was established to prevent the small
unions from the villages being crushed by the huge concentrations of
members in the capital. At congresses and at grand plenums, where the
unions are directly represented, comrnittee members have no voting
rights, cannot put forward resolutions, nor present reports on their own
UJnAf. They can only intervene of their own accord to announce that
such and such a previous agreement is being contravened, or to inform
the assembly of their activities.

APOI-ITICI SN4 OF' THE C.N.T. Following a line which goes

back to the days of the
First International the CNT

proclaims its complete independence of all political parties. The

iongr"s of 1918, so often refered to in this account laid down that
"professiottal politicians can never represent workers' organisations,
and the latter should make sure that they never affiliate themselves to
any political club". We have already seen that by its constittrtion the
C.N.T., must "fight in the purely economic field, untrammeled by any
political or religious prejudioe". Although any wage earner, whatever
his political or religious notions, could belong to the C.N.T., no one

could represent it who had appeared as a candidate in any local or
parliamentary elections, or who had accepted political undertakings.

Faithful to the principles of revolutionary syndicalism, as proclaimed
by the French C.G.T., at its 1906 Congress, the C.N'T., set itself to
develop by acting outside political and parliamentary institutions. Its
energies were directed to strengthening the unions, 'to organising
induitry, and to preparing its affiliates on a techno-$rofessional basis in
its revolutionarY setting'

Fundamentally, all politicians were alike, those of the left as much as

itrori of ttre rigtrt, above all in their approach to power. They all made

the same promises and undertakings to the public at the bbginning of
their careei and on the eve of elections. They all turned their coats in

ihr au*r manner, betrayed their principles a,d rode roughshod ovbr

thcir electors once they got into office. Since they are ilcapable of
altering their nature, these judgements took on the character of dogmas

in the c,N.T. It can be said that as time went ou aud with the growth

or tnr rnovement outwards - in 1919 its ntetnbcrship reached one

rnittion . it wur due solely to the discovery made for thentselves by tlte

workers that such growth came about.
l1

Democracy became defined, no less sarcastically, as a lure to "catch the
the unwary", a sleeping draught, or an iron for deformed limbs, twisted
by the contradictions of capitalism.

It provided no solution for the fundamental problems of the capitalist
system - the division of society into exploiters 'and the exploited -
neither in the municipalities nor in the councils nor in the parliaments.
The very commune itself, so close to the life of the people, had been
turned into an engine of oppression, used to collect taxes and to select
conscripts for the army.

The militant literature of the C.N.T., distinguishes between authorit-
arian socialists and communists on the one hand, and those who do not
limit themselves to anticapitalist demagogy, but attack the State as

well, because they believe it to be the source of all evils. It is from this
attitude that all those anarchist anathernas against power find a loud-
speaker in the CNT: there is no such thing as revolutionary power, for
all power is reactionary by nature.; power oorrupts both those who
exercise it and those over whom it is exercised; those who think they
can conquer the State in order to tlestroy it are unaware that the State
overcomes all its conquerors; there are no good and bad politicians,
only bad ones and worse; provisional govemments turn into permanent
ones inevitably; the best government is no government at all; the
Nation is not the People, nor is the State the same as Society; instead
of the government of men, let us have the administration of things
peace to men, and war on institutions; dictatorship of the proletariat
is dictatorship'without the proletariat and against them; to vote for
politicians is to renounce ones own personality; your union is yourself:
if you find that society is bad, you are there to improve it......and a
thousand other aphorisms.

THE C.N.T. AND
T'HE COMMUNISTS

At the height of the Russian
Revolution when the Bolsheviks
were employing anarchistic phra-

seology (which hid their real aims at seizing and holding on to power),
the C.N.T.,',pllowed itself to be led astray into joining the Third Inter-
national. At that timq the Entente had qet about broadcasting the
most tendentious 'news' about Russia, and thereby stimulated the
sympathies of proletarians the world over in favour of the great
Russian people who had overthrown the legendary tyranny of the
Czars. All the same, the C.N.T., announced its adherence with
reservai.lons. It was to be provisional, and subject to the outcome of an
enquiry on the spot by a representative, and to the decisio4s of a
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World Congress to be held in Spain, at which a true Workers'lnter-
netional was to be set up.

In 1920, a delegate was sent to Russia who took part in the second
Congress of the Third International. On his return, he declared that
under the pretext'of revolutionary power there had been set up in
Russia the naked dictatorship of a single party. As'soon as the C.N.T.,
was able to meet after the frightful repression of l92O-22, it broke
completely with Moscow, which evoked against it the hatred of Cain
on the part of the Bolsheviks and of such few disciples as they had been
able to find in Spain.

It can be stated without fear of denial that it was the C.N.T., who first
unmasked in Spain the new gang of Czars in Russia,who behind their
rcvolutionary mask were able to poison the stream of old liberalism in
Europe, and to break up the former centres of trade unionism by
mcanE of a disruptive and centralising policy at the service of th-e
foreign interests of the totalitarian Russian State.

The U.S.S.R., invested untold financial resources in Spain, and was
lavish with the number of its agents; it made use of the venal spirits
witti persistence, for the purfose of conquering by 

"u".y 
*"urr.

possible the powerful centres of revolution in Spain. But they broke
their teeth on a proletariat deeply imbued by the C.N.T., with the
principles of one of the most original philosophies of liberty.

Just before the Civil War broke out, the communists had the luck to
penetrate the U.G.T., which they found ideologically unarmed, and
whose Youth movement they were able to take over at the beginning
of the war. From this party base, the gains they made through the
Popular Front in the February 1936 elections, and those provid-ed for
them by the blackmail of Russian aid to the Republic during the war,
was initiated the totalitarian enterprise which iborted the 

*promising

popular rising of July l9th, 1936.

Finding anarcho-syndicalism the chief obstacle in the path of their
ambition to take over the Republic, they used every possible means to
destroy it, leading to a series of provocations which culminated in the
furious battle of May 1937 in Catalonia. After this, the C.N.T.,lost in
a maze of negotiations a battle it had won on the barricades against the
communists, masterminded by the OGPU and their eventual allies, the
ass4ult guards of the Generalitat. But even though they had to undergo
the humiliation of seeing their collectives destroyed by stormtroopers
of the stalinist military chiefs, heroes of the baseline, the C.N.T., had
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suffioient resources in reserve to torrch off the last episode of thc rr,
an offensive of all liberal elements against those who till the vGry h
momont wero waging war for and on behalf of Moscow.

TIISTOR.ICAL SUMMARY l'he C.N.T., is th.e su$6mF
or of thc $panish s0ct&05
of the First Internafional

which rvith ups and dow:ris lasted frurn I868 dc,wn to 1910. $rrornM
first congress in 19i l" the C,N"X'"" rermained 'undergr*untl' unti! 1914.
trn i916, together with the U.O,T., it called for a general strike e6$n*t
shortages ot food. In August 1917, again in comrnon with the U"G.T.,
it. brought about a revolutionary general strike. In 1918, it is morl
rc-organising itself in inclustry-wide rrnions. in tr919 was unchained thg
mr:st complete general strike in the history of lhe Spanish working
class, against the 'Canadian' group of industries who had the full
$upport of fhe civil and military authorities in Catalonia. The ssmo
year saw a disastrous lock-out by the bourgeoisie, at the very mom&nt
when in Madrid was being proclainned that the aim of the C.N.T", wau
Libertarian fjommunism. At this 3'u'ircture, it numbered one mflllon
tnembers.

During the years l92A-22, the C.N.T., resisted heroically the reprrbsion
let loose by ttre 'Viceroy' lvlartinez Anido, the despotic governot of
Barcelona. {ts militants were hunted through the streets of the capital
and shot dorvn like anirnals. They returned blow for blow, and in thoir
turn foll two ex.g<lvernors and one Prime Minister (Eduardo Dato).
During the dictatorship eif Primo de Rivera (1923-30), a'health curo'
rvas effected in secrecy, the C.N.T., participating in all the conspiracloo
against the monarchy.

revolution. A minority withdrew i

ln J.!30 the C.N.T'. surfaced. Its first trumpet call was the appeara,ncc
of "Solidaridad Obrera" (Workers' Unity) as a daily. The kinC fled and
the Republic arrived. would the c.N,T., be allowed to consolidate'itr
self? Both the Home Minister (Miguel Maura) and the Labour Minbtor
(Largo Caballero) persecuted it: the first with his assault trooper, tho
second with his coercive laws, such as mixed tribunals and compuisory
arbitration. The majority decided to set in motion the prociuor oi

At the beginning of 1932 there was a preliminary uprising in the
Catalan pyrenees. The government replied wiil, A*p"itini ttrore taking
qa-r! lo Spanish Equatorial Africa. In August of that same year, the
c-N.T., Irelperl to stifle the opronunciarnerito' of Cerieral sanjurjo in
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!ev1tl9. 1933 opcned with a more extensive uprising in catalonia,
Andalucia and thc Levante (East Coast). It was put lown with the
utmost cruelty in an Andalucian village, where 'seisdedos' (Sixfingers)
and some of hir rrrociates were beseiged in a shepherd's hut and burnt
alive by the Guardia Civil.

Because of thesc oppressive measures! the c"N.T., waged a vast anti-
parliarnentary campaign during the elections of November 1933, in
consequence of which the Republican-socialist coarition lost, and the
Right parties formed the new government. Against both righi and left
the C.N.T., let loose yet another insurrection, which reached its
greatest intensity in Aragon and.the Rioja district. In october 1934
the C.N.T., and the U.G.T., jointly brought about an uprising in the
Asturias, which was liquidated at the cost of hundreds murdeied and
9000 sent up for trial. Under the protection of an amnesty, the C.N.T.,
took part in the campaign for the ,next general election, which took
place in February, 1936. The C.N.T., observed a calculated object-
fvity, which this time contributed to the victory of the popular Front.
Lastly in July of the same year, the C.N.T., triumphantly;;i;;*;i;
Barpelona the officers' rising against the Republic, and so made it poss-
ible to offer a prolonged resistance to their revolt during the civil war.

During that tragic period, there were three main stages:

l. By the immediate impulse of the victorious resist_
ance in the streets, the most warlike militants took
the road towards the combat front, at first as
columns of militiamen, subsequently as units of the
People's Army.

2. Those militants experienced in the day-to-day organ-
isation and running of unions understood that the
hour had struck to put into practice the economic
transformation foreseen in the term libertarian.

3. The top cadres of the movement acknowledged the
crushing weight of a situation which they ha-d been
incapable of foreseeing seriously. They never out-
grew their apprenticeship in which, paradoxically,
they had to act the unwelcome part of acting as a
brake on the inexperienced revolutionary impulses of
their own comrades. They had to take on an un-, grateful task, for which they were neither prepared
nor felt a vocation.
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Apart from the epic tare of the barricades and the trenches the rnostglorious page in the histr:ry of the c.N.T., was written by the anon-ymous membership which manned the industrial and agriculturalcornmunes. Expropriating thooe who were faecists ano uiiting thepetty parcels of land 
-owned by smcll pcssants, the c.N.T., Jr"iJlo t"work them collectively. They put inio practice the free 

"*"rru"e" 
orproducts, so far as they were permitted by the obstiuciio" oi tt *bureaucracy; or by the punitivt squadr rent out by the counter-

revolutionary communists.

In the centres of industry, hundreds of buainercer w're collectivised,,
and there were established smail workshops wrucn we*i.trt. ""riir*on their own but were brought into the upt cre of practicatitlr. pturrs of
advanced socialisation such as the formation of tire TdG; bou."tircof Barcelona, or the union of the cowhirdJ and the bakers of the samedistrict, were fulfilled at last: The heroism qf the *oit"r, ln- if,.r,
::J*$,1::^:::11,* elusld.not only by thc constructive capacity-Ji
wnrcn ob$cure rnilitants of the uniong ravo nroof, but also uy ttre wgyin which difficulties were sunnounted in course of their unaccustomed
burdens.. For everything was against them: th;"i*;ilir;;ffiil;;
backwaldness of the peasantry, whether large or small, the nnatice-qipotty ciyil servants wlose jobs had been reduied in importanc, ;;r;;about to be abolished, the obstruction offerred byiir;-;m;;;;;;
class as they increasingry began to raise their heads ,e"i"l-thr uFernbracing network of regulations and ukases *hi;h ih"yil;;a,'il.flv,
the hor"rnding by the assautt troops and officers ;i ih; 6;;;;*y.
THE HUMAN MATERIAL Before all else, let us pay aOF THE C.N.T. tribute to the *ifitu"i, *il A_

sou.rce^ or s'ensth or the movement. ,XlH*fr, lfL.ll: lti:lil'J:ll:
in- its publications, and- scarcely ever in- the rollcalls of its coGJss€s.Hie sphere of action has evei been the union branct;-tir"'"oirffi
assembry, the commit^tee listeaing to hightyex"it"Li"-*.lr."ru, Iii*r,the bargaining table facing the emptoicr, tht ;;L'll-*it,."*rtr.
In normal times, this..very gtfullh grve birth-to militants in largenumbers, by reason of the opportuniti it offerreo the marroi:gooO wiffand spontaneity. But, sbovo r[, it irortJ. the fightin;'ri"t?ili, n,traditional repudiation of -rrvilty rnd of mercenary work. Thomilitarus were tha rour of srr o,*i'hruon, it ;";;;;iliJf ana rtrblood vessels 

____v--, ,"s! DJDlsllr rn(J
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Then th.ere were the militants whom one oould sall ttrrose of the top
rank. They emeryed from the mass of militants mentioncd abovc, and
took on the heaviest responsibilities in the local uniolr lrranc:hes, thc
federation's committees and in the industry-wide union oflices" They
did not thereby become a spearate claes of workers, it ireing borne in
rnind that they tuned up daily at their place of work, whether field,
factory or mine, and carried out their devoted laboul of love outside
working hours. An old tradition, become established law, laid down
that noone could belong to the C.N.T., who did not work for a wage
and hsvc'an employer. This little de was a barrier which shul. out
self*mployed workers, those belonging to co-optratives, intellectuals
and come kinds of technicians.

Mucfr later, when unions had been set up for the liberal profcssions and
for intellectuals, the door was opened to workers by brain as well as

thorc by hand. In many ways these new recruits to tlre tnovertetrt were
looked on with $uspicion by the older membership. Thosc who joined
with thc urhrc p.n$c to tjnd somc self-advantagc in the C.N.T., soon
dircovgrcd thrt because of thc critical atntosphcre surror.tnding thcm'
gnd thc lrck of tny messianical spirit, this was not thc olgattisation for
tlEa.

As regrrdg the hiflrly qualified tcchnicians, they scught shclter in the
C.N.T., for othsr then merely speculative reasons. An organisalion evcr
in the thic& of tln brttle, under a coustant hail of blows aimed at it by
the j;oromrmcnt, ru not able to offer them anything othcr tlian the
retvard of inrprtonnxnt or an occasion to shed thcir blood. lt was
becausc of thl drcumstmce that the white-collar workgrs retrrated
into their quiet &lf--lmportant littlc strongholds. Thc C.I{.T., suffored
from a doublo rlbfy: thet which it irupired in these gentry, and that
which thcy cticitd front it.

To those lntellectuals who had bcen forged withir:. tlie rnovemcnt, anrl
had acquired thereby tn iron ritl, there were held out only tht:
vioissitudes of the struSlle and thc joys of secret literature. These
self-tairght heroes ran and edited newspapers anC rcvic',,is, essayeil tltc
writing .rf books, novels, p(rems and speeches, and Laugirl in scl:t<.rols as
ycll.

Tl:,is Is no ffiore tlrsn a:ttcrr sketch of that important ;rspcct of Spanish
life which was the C.N.T. To olrtain a rlcr"r uomptrett idea of it,
rscourse must be had to the enorrnous litcreture of the n.rovement, of
thtl u:ultitudir:cus piles of newspapers and rcvi?ll's ihr,rrt givl tl',r,r real

fool of sn organisation which was above all a never-failing dynamism
in thc aetvice of a eireat idea, which embraced both illusion and
mcrlfico.

CR.ITIC A[", AtsTER}YO T{ t,}

There are in Peirat's work a few strands of thought which do not bear
close analysis. We may dismiss as naive his belief that State Commun-
ism derives from the 'Communist Manifesto' (in which there is no
mention of dictatorship and little with which anarchists would dis-
agree) while anarchisrn derives frorn 'The Conquest of Bread' (a
socialistic exposition which does not deal in any way with the differ-
ences between State and Free Socialism).

This in any case contradicts his beliefs that Spanish anarchism is
'Spanish' and one should not look for its roots elsewhere. The same
belief in the 'national origins' of anarchism is expressed by Rudolph
Rocker (in. 'Anarcho-Syndicalism' he gives it entirely English origins),
Voltarine de Cleyre (in 'Anarchisrn and Arnerican Traditions' she gives
it American origins) and Liu Shih-pei, who assumes it to be of Chingse
origin (see 'Origins of the Anarchist Movement in China'). No doubt
all are right. But nothing could be more 'spanish' than the Roman
Church and that was, to a large extent, an 'import'.

It may also be questioned whether, even if the Spanish capitalists and
government had been more liberal, the workers would haveiompromis-
ed with them. But the pamphlet remains a fascinating introduction to
the one labour movement in Western Europe that resisted equally
Capitalism, Reformism and Stalinism.
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THE RULE BOOK OF THE CONFEDERACION

DEI- TRABAJO (CNT)

The constitution of the confederation was printed in the membership

card, set out in full here :-

The emancipation af workers must be the work o{ the workers
them selves.

Anarcho-syndicalism and anarchism recognise the validity of maiority
d ec isio ns.

The mititant has a right to his own point of view and to defend it, but
he is obliged to comply with maiority decisions, even when they are

against his own feeling.

A membership card, without the corresponding confederal seal, is no

longer valid. The confederal seal is the onty means of income that thc

Regiona! and National Committee have. Nat ta keep it paid it ta

sabotage the work that has been recontmended ta these committees,
far they are unable ta carry out decisians without the ecanomic rneans

ta da sa.

We recctgnise the sovereignity of the individual, but we accept and

agree to carry out the collective rnandale taken by maiority decision"

Without this there is na organisation.

We must never lack the mental clarity to see danger and to act with
rapidittr" T o lose time in talking in meetittgs by halding philosophical
distussians, is anti-revalutionary- The adversary does not discuss, he

acts.

The most fundarvrental principle of federalism is the right of the

members ta examine the role of the militants and to have control of
thcir delegates na matter what the circurnstances or what the positian

thcy have given them.

Wo must allow a margin of confidence to our delegates' But we must

oleo ratain the right ta replace them it necesEarY'
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To ciiticise in pultlic those cornrades given placec of confidence in aur
organisation is to devalue the organisation, No conscientious com racle
criticises the camrnittee in puhlic, beceulc this only favours the
ad versa ry.

The choice of delegates is discusied internally, and it is esscntial that
this takes place, but ctne shoulri remain silent in public, Think as you
wish, but as a worker you need the syndicato, bocauce it is there to
p rotect y o u r i n te rests.

Cont rade: This membership carcl is the safoguard of your working life.
It has tlo price, but you will prize it above everything. And you will be
ready ra defend the card of the CNT wherevor you sac it attacked"
UNITY IS STRENGTH"

Worker: The syndicate is yottr nteans of solidarity, Only in it are you
ahle to form a unitecl y.troletariitrr n-,overnent that will go forward to
em ancipatian.
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FACTS ABOUT SPANISH RESISTANCE

Unarnuno's Last Lecture. Facts about $panish Prisoners
& lVhat can be done.

What is thc CNT?- Peirats.

Produccd by STMIAN 83A, Haverstock Hill, LONDON N.W.3.; on
bohrlf of the A,NARCHIST BLACK CROSS.

All ptofitr for aid to Spanish Libertarians and Political Prisoners.
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STATts $@IALISM . MIKHAII, BAKUNIN
FOWER& LIBER,TY . L. TOLSTOY.

C:tcnfucgos hess Book Club announce the forthcoming publi'
wtirrln of "Sabate, Guerrilla Extraordinary" by Antonio Tellez

dttrl ttanslated by Stuart Christie. This will be a limited baok'
cfub editton of t 000 and will be available onf' 7o those on the

Elack fug snd Simian mailing lists. Fltll details and price und
ptbtkatton drtte of "Sabate", "Revolutionary Antrchist Acti'
vlw" and "Mdn" in future iss of the Blaek Flag-

2t


