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ABOUT THE PRODUCTION OT fCHANGES

The production of an issue of Echanges is unfortunately a difficult matter -

complicated by a lack of economic means and by the fact that the small numbers oI
comrades taking charge of this (discussions of material to appear, writing of
matcrial, correspondence, typing, editing, translating, printing, distribution, etc.) all
live far away from each other and mostly in different countries. When practical
problems cause a delay for any of these comrades, the bulletin easily gets delayed -

as hasbeen the case with this issue no.65 appearing many months after schedule. We
can only regret this.
IIowever, the time which has elapsed has also been used to complete or nearly
completc a number of other projects, such as: The no.59 in English,
which is a translation, plus updated material, of the analysis of the 1988 UK Ford
strikc already published in the French edition of Echanges -The production of an

Llchanges prcsentation pamphlet - A long text in French analysing the French'co-
ordination committees' - Reprints of a number of old pamphlets - A new pamphlet
on the UK - Meetings between Echanges comrades and with comrades from other
journals.
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INDIA
Dehate with Kamunist Kranti
In Ilchanges no.63 we published an analysis of a textile workers strike from
an issue of F.M.S. (FaridabadWorkersNews), a Hindi paperof the Faridabad based

group Kamunist Kranti - followed by a critical letter to KK about the article from a

I)utch comrade. This debate has continued, but will due to lack of space be

published in Echanges no.66.
We also tried to include some remarks, based on a talkwith an Indian friend, about
Kamunist Kranti, F.M.S. and Faridabad (p.6). In connection with this wc have

rcceived the following corrections and additional remarks from KK (letter 13fi 190):

"Iraridabad is a majorindustrialcity of northern India.It hascome up after 1947.|t
is a22 kms long industrial complex and the distance of its centre from the heart of
Dehli is 30 kms - in continuity with this sprawling industrial complex is an industrial
area in Dehli which extends well into the capital city. In the industrial ring
surrounding the Indian capitol, Faridabad is a major factor and of strategic impor-
tance, especially during revolutionary situations. There are around four thousand
factories and more than ten thousand workshops in Faridabad. These factorics
cover a very wide range of industrial production - tractors (Escorts, Ford, Eicher,
Pratap, more than 40 percent of production in India), motorrycles (40 percent of
production in India), refrigerators (major portion of production in India), mini-
steel plants, tyres (Good Year), textiles, footwear, chemicals and plastics, rubber,
printing, asbestos sheets, pharmaceuticals, ceramics, glass, paper, electronic, etc,
etc. Workers from all parts of India and Nepal work here. And unlike most old
industrial areas and some new ones as well in India, in F'aridabad workers of
different regions, religions and castes live and work together with region-religion-
caste-language having not become major barriers to workers unity today. T'hus
favourable conditions for the development of revolutionary working class movc-
ment exist in Faridabad.
And Faridabad Majdoor Samachar (FMS) is a onepage monthly paper in the Hindi
language. [t has no subtitle since two years, instead it carries classical positions -

"Workershave no countryof theirown", "Workersof the world, unite", "f-iberation
of the workers is the task of the workers themselves" and "T'o transform the world
the workers will have to transform themselves" - on its mast head. FMS carries
reports and analysis of working class struggles in India and abroad."
Ihe Accumulation of capital by Rosa Luxemburg. Kamunist Kranti has published
an abridged version (in English) of this work, with an introduction and a number of
appendixes - alltogether 240 pages. The price is 6 dollars plus postage. KK calls for
help in the distribution of the book.
Remarks about this publication will follow in a later issue of Echanges.
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Contents of FMS
An Indian friend has translated for us the titles of the articles in a number of
issues of FMS. To know this complements the remarks above about Faridabad and
could be of interest to those who might be interested in contacting Kamunist Kranti,
so these contents lists are reproduced below.

Letters to KK should be addressed only as follows: Majdoor Library, Autopin
Jhuggi, Near Bata Chowk, N.I.T. Faridabad - 121001, lndia.

Faridabad Mahoor Samachar 198& Dec: Human society today and its evolution from
pre-historic times - View on workers' struggles today - Batanagar lockout -struggles
in Faridabad factories: Sovrin/Escorts/E.S.L (health service)/Gadore/Thermalpower
house 1989 Jan: Changing faces of representatives of capital - Workers struggles in
the world today - Position in Jute factories - Strike in a compressor factory - Position
in Kamla cinetax - Letter from a worker, highlighting connections between trade
union leaders and Hindu fundamentalist organisations Feb: reality and its demands
Workers struggle in the world - Changes in the workers'movement- Industrial strike
in IIaryanna for 3 days - Situation in Kerala - Situation in Autopin factory - Situation
in Rumpy factory March: Social turmoil and workers - workers struggles in Iran -
Kanpur, 3-5000 cotton mill workers stopped trains - On a left stalinist/maoist group in
Nagpur called spark - L,etter from a worker/reader - Report of small strikes and
strugglcs April: Ilscorts factory - East India cotton mill - letters from workers/readers
-Strikesof IndianmigrantworkersinQuwait May:MeaningoftheShourday-Article
about the situation in a nearby factory - workers'struggles in Korea June: Russia and
China - Comments on the situation in certain factories July: Workers movement and
tcchnology - Commens on the situation in certain factories - Letter from a worker/
reader Aug: workers and country - Strikes in USSR -Reports on small strikes around
Faridabad Sep: Guns or bread (Bofors scandal) - Reporting from some factories -
Workers movement and technology Nov: Religious festivals and workers - Elections
and workers - Strikes in canada - Report from a factory - Letter from a worker Dec:
Rourgcois elections, a circus - Strikes in USA - Certain struggles during elections in
Iraridabab 1990 Jan: Programme of Faridabad workers group/party/forum - Trade
unionists in Faridabad - Strike of workers in Dehli - Letter from a worker Feb: The
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'other'way of seeing things -Fake communists - Reporting March:'fhe 'other'way
of seeing things - Strikes in USA - Reporting.
CommunisttrnternationalistThis isa group adheringto the International Commu-
nist Current (ICC) - see Echanges 55 and 63. They have put out the first issue of
their journal (Jan-April 90) with the name Communist Internationalist, and the
translations from Hindu of the titles of the articles are: East or West: Capitalism
is bankrupt: Communism is the future - Communist Internationalist, a new begin-
ning - 'National front governemt', a new economic crisis - Kashmir - 'Workers
participation' in management; self-exploitation - Communism is the futurc -

Romania - Poland: from stalinism to democrary.
'['hose interested in contacting this group, should write via the British ICC] section
-letter to be addressed as follows: BM Box 869, London WClN 3XX.

5

Class struggles in India
Finally, we reprint an article on class struggles in India from no.9 of the US journal
Midnight Notes (on M.N., see USA section).
Later we hope to be able to publish a summary in English of a long text by a (ierman
gomrade about India and the International Monetary Fund.
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q{iildq.{rqr 5 larat 1987 RN42233 1l- INDIAN WORI(ERS FIGIIT RLINA\YAY SIIOPS:, A report lrorn ttre l(amani
Employees' union notes that employers routinely shut down operaLior-rs eithcr to
relocate production in (even) iower-wage areas (often to cash in on govcmrnent,
subsidies aimed at luring industry to impoverished areas), or to cash in on rising
land values. Many more workers lose their jobs as a result of modcnrizatiol and
automation, despile legislation purportedly protecting Indian workers' rights to
job security. The Kamani workers successfully combat[ed the planned clo.sing ol
their factory, but found in the process that it was practicaily impossible for
workers to gain access to the necessary tebhnical, frnancial and legal advice.
They condemn the Indian government,, which "is not concerned with tlie plight, ol
workers," and argue that workers establish their own centre which *nrld b.i"g
together experts to aid unions and workers in fighting plant closings and layolls.
They conclude by calling lor ''national 

"ampaig.rs 
[o ensr_,re-thit unior-rJ and

workers are able to check the 'urismanagement' by lhe managernent and
contribute to the health o[ the industrial 'life.' They can do tlris as l.hey are rnore
concerned about the industries than the so-called owners, whose sole rnotivc is bo
ensure their persona-l gains and prosperity, irrespective of the damage they infiict
upon social resources in the process." (I(arnani Employces' [Jnion, l.b. shasi.ri
marg, kurla, Bornbay -400 070)
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Resistance To The Plan Has Been Heavy:
The Class Struggles of the Green Revolution of India

$Joha Ruu

Frmtfuwlutaay<lal dwct
Tlu rulorlzrs boughl tlu tatzs o/grait

yiu;
All thos raus wt laid bcfm ttu Kiag
O*b*, acryaatng

- The pet/historim Ishmi
(1350 A.D.) on thc prie control
systcm of the king Alauddin Khalji
( l29G 1316 A.D.) for thc city of
Delhi.
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-Ihe two rDost intponmr saPles o[
the lncjiu diet ae whear md rice;
wheat most comonly consumed in che

iom ol u udevened fiat bread ud
rice in the ibm ofboiled whire rice.
Ttese were thc wo crcps lndim caP!
tai's plmes, in coqunction witlt
Westem global plmen, tugeted afte r
1965 to deveiop under thc direct conrrol
o{ r.he govemeot. The strategy we nc

trndcr thc nme Ncw AgnculrumJ
Stroregy or under rhe morc populal
-em, rhe Gren Revolutioo (G. R.
liom now on). This micle is a brief
r rruey oi the crcutr oi u hear md rice in
Irrdia, that is to xy, a suwey of rhe
vurous struggles oter *hcat md nce.
lly oaiyzing thc circuit u a whole
iiorn puiuction to consumPtion, wc
wrll bc able to see how see mhgly
disparate struggies ae related, md
dtirnately how these srruggles ue re
laterl to rnrematioruJ caprtal. It hc now
b€n twenly yem sincc thc G. R. wa
,rdopred as capital's primary pla to

ur rr r ul u" r*o burc mears ,.[ tubstst'
ence oi the lndian working clas' lVtrat
we ere oow witnessine is *te i-u1l

cxploson oi the contradictioN oi this
rtrategy; the chickens have come home
ro a@st.

I-he Green Counterevolution

[rotlowrng Independqce t]re iirst
srrategics todim caprtai developed ibr
agnculture *cre rhe Communiry De
velopmenr prcgrm (C.D.) md tand
retbm. After spending a( le6t lhrc
rlecades tryrng lo charurei peaarr po
rcsts into a solelv anri-British movc-
r.rnr. eno f,lter sPendlnq thc lir\I lour

lr::rrs ol Independence twing to rntii-
t;rnlv delear:r larqe scale peasurt rebel_

iion ( lilangana1, capital's pl;rrtncrs
s,ruqht to cre;rte md cnibrce'equalttar
rlrn" rr<Li rr:iaoons rn the r'tllages. ln
i,x)i(1nq ior ] pr;rcticll so:i;il peacc rn

which agncultual productron md
rrcwth couJd tal<c plrcc, they envr-
;roned a village sysrem bud morc
upoo owner prcpricton md fmcr
cmpemtivo thu on large lmdlords
and teruts. Thc lmdlords would bc
bypawd so the govcment could or-

Jilze, uralfamate, md conml l'a-
mers directly. (The lmd relbm iegrsla-
rion wx ca.lled 'abolition o[ intcmedi-
uics.)'

But the pimes'airy drem baely
had m impact ia the villages md where
rheir plms werc implcmented thc lower
cxtes md srnall ladomen waged
rheir own fom oi a 'non-cmpcmtron
movemenf with the govemment's ce
,,pecnve stralegy. Everu C.D. proirct
became mmipulated at thc vil.lage level
tbr the bcneiit ol the luge ludlords.
-fhere wro hardly ever a possibility that
the villagcm were gong to pcrfbm
'voluntary labor," which wm one of the
prhciples olC.D,, when rhe labor wenr
unpaid md the benefit accrued to a
Iandlord. Aad cenainly the lmdlords
*e re not qoing to wrllingly gve up my
propeny despite the moralistic e,rhona-
tions ol rJre Gmdhims. Regad.less o1'

rhe facts rhat the villages would not
cmpcrare witl their overlords and the
ovcrlords would not copcrate with rhe
gove(rment, the plmnen' pnmaru dis-
appoinrnrent with rhe C,D. strategy
*u rhat agncuitural growth remaned
sragnut.

ln 1957. when thc pnceoifordgrans
soued and thc govcmment wu tbrced
inro imponing even more wheat. the
olmners he:rdcd hack to r he &awrnq
boud. Their rethirtking went ;rlong two
paths: one wu a reiirbishing oi the
C.D. prcgrm ro make ir more'demo
crirtrc," (this was the'pwhytt ra1 prv
".ran"); and the othe r wo thc lntensrvc
.\gricultur;rJ Disrrict Progrm ( [.\DP).
fhe larrer wro desrgned to target indi-

''rdiral iamers rn lirnrted rcqons ot rhe

coury, unlikc thc C.D. pmgm
wbosc elTects, at lmt n theory, werc to
benefit vi.llaga a a wholc md whorc
ovemgc wd to bc natroomdc.r

The inidal appcal of the C.D smtc
gy for the plmen wa that the goa.l ol
agncultural grcwrh wa combircd with
tic goal of par$mg rhe courYsidc.
The plmen couted oo obtaining
enough food for thc urbm md indus-
trial working c1N while also stabilizing
rural dros rdatioro. [n thc contqt ol'
Telmgua, China, *re PhiliPPincs,
etc., the Asim Pcuat rcvolution wu
iriqhrenhg rcaliw for both [ndim m,]
qloba.l plmm. The ruulatton ot
m urba popuiation could not Pmccd
conmllably without tint imgug
rgrrim saia.l relatioro into rcme
workable parrem. Yet wthin a deadc
thc plmnen mogniad that rhcu
merhod ol killirg wo birds with one
stone didr't cven bagooc bird The
uid rclatioro m thc village were not
evolving hro peacefu.l ullage republics.
Nor wa a muketable surplus fonh-
coming,

The efTective emphcis ir the tint
vo Five Yea Plm (!952-62) wa
indusma.lization, cspaially ol'heary
industry, e .g. srecl, coal md ccmenr'
But the crisis o[ 1957-8 revea]ed what
one U.S. chrcnider of India's Stare
PIms cal.led the'contndictiom of rapid
indusmaliatron md qradual agruim
refom."'The grcwth of a maketablc
surpius wa not keping pace with thc
grcwrh of the urbm working das.' lndim factorv omcn considered
themselves blesscd by Cod with a
semingly iniinite suppiy oilabor lrcm
the viliages. In thc L'rutal nomenclature
rl nemlasrca-l cconomrcs, which ts put
ro guxl use bv smialist srate plmnen,
there were tm ormY workers in agn-
ulrur". \lmv peopie 'oud bc';i-

phoned otT'- L7 mrliion according to
one economist in 1966--without ad-

vcrcly allating agrrculual ourpur."'
The prcmouon ,)l ndusrY *ould Pe
, rdc a 'puJ' ,*av lrcm agncultw. Ye r

Itcr oprcpnaring PeoPIc frcm thc
vrllar4es, the govcment ttrcn fred thc
orcbicm ot lccding them in thc ciria, ar

icat ar a subsistcne lryd. For the
qovcmrncnt. unconrrcUcd price riu n
tGxlqrams nreant demmds Ibr hrghcr
*age, lurtmg of grain shops, strct
prc.6rs. -r(' Wrth thc mpid acumula-
rrorr ol .r proletanat in r-hc crde, thc
l'ul shonages wcrc baoming acutc.
One U S. cconomist miting in 1962

dxruqhr rhat thc food'uavailabiliq/
,:ould causc a "bac,lJIow," m entire
lirruprron ,rt the "pu[ mode.l," mcmine
thc ;xrplc wouJd retum to rhc village.'
Howrvcr. rhc morc liJcdy posibiliry
wa rhat rhey would continuewhat thcy
had b.cn dong: tcffig up rhe citia.

fhus, despre Cod's genercsiry in
labor power, the fatory omem ad the
state plmcn coroidercd themelva
cuned with m inabiliry to induce
enough surplw food frcm rhe willagem
that remahed bchind- The only way
thcy copcd with *ris problcm up to the
Iate 1960s wa thrcugh imponrng rons
of US wheat md rice thmugh the
PL-.180 progrm (Frcd for Peace). The
iint shiparcnts werc made in 1956. The
sum total ofthcc shipmcnts wa oor-
mous: about $5 billion wonh. By 1973
the debt thc India govemenr had
iacured on thc PL-480 rccout, which
wa rcpayable in rupes, equalled one
third oi lndias total money supply.

A second rcmd o[ pnce nwas in
isluains in 1962, threatening'moth-
er in0ationary price spiral{ (with all its
comotations of m inlinitc mcontrclled
prcgressron), forced the plmen nto
some funher rcrhhking. Thcy dmided
to concenrare on rhc IADP stratcgy ibr
quick agncultural grcrth. 1962 wu
also rhe begimng o[ the wu uth
China which w* mother factor
prcmpung the plruen to'put agrrcul-
turc on a wu-fmting.'

'Ihe C. R. grew out of the IADP
\lEte w. It emerged tirlly in 1965 wirh
the establishment of the govement
agency the Fmd Corpomtion of India
(l'C t) md the mouccment of the
.New Agricultural Stmtew.' Wirh the
C.R., the qovement drcided to go
b.vond atremps ar regularing rhe mu-
ket (primarily thrcugh the dispenal of
PL'.180 stmks) md relomirg rhe rd-
lages ro rhe mbitious plu of directly
' onrrolling the pruJucuon md disu-
burion oi fmlgraim. The G.R. cm be
outlined a lollows: rie qovemenr
lacrlitares md lmmces productivitv-
rncrccing fming tectniqucs rn well-
.mqated drsrne rs (m p.r me L,\DP;,
,lle6 pnce rnccntives to oe tmco tbr

wheat md rice, puures md stekpiles
this can, md then sells ir ro the urbu
workinq clas rhrcugh rhe Pubiic Dis-
tnbution Sysrem (PDS)-

The govcmenr advenised this
stmtegy as '[ood reif-relimce' md 'tirxl
self-dirrpiine:-r it was suppos.dly rn-
rended to reduce the dependcncy on rhe
US tor gram. But at tle same time rhe
qovemment w& advmcing this ra,alr.4r
ilqument, the US govement was
rnsrsring thar lnoia adopr the G.R.
Thus, the G.R, hu ban interpreted
both ro m ercape frcm md a capiru.la-
tion to US impena.lism. In acrualit,v,
borh the US md Indim plmners
viewed the G.R. o the mosr practicai
solution to savc capnalism ir India.
Both rhe narrooal md global plmen
wmted a food system that wotrJd pr*
vent worken from remg up tl e crries
md inilarion frcm teuing up rhe Plm.
The G.R. itself did nor mak a reduc-
tion nor an mtensliicanon o1 dependen-
cy on rhe US. However, ir ciid change
the ibm of rhar dependency. {n ex-
chmge lbr rhe mosive depe ndencv orr
the PL'480 imprcnse, rirere wtu ro tx
the dependencv on tunher invcsrmenrs
oi ibreign capital, (e.g tenilizer com-
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pmies and the World Ban!).
The reai impctus behind the swirch to

the G. R. srrategy cme not lrcnr rhe
U.S. govemenr but t'rcrn rhe lndim
peamts dd worken. .\ccomPmvrnq
rhe inrmctablc resrstmce ci Lhe pesants
mencioned above, which shattercd rhe
initial C.D. plms iordornesttc agncrrt-
tural growth, cmc m ollensive ol the
indusrrial workinq r:lus. Begrnntng tn
1965, Indiu capital wc taced with the
lrgest stri<e wave since the post'nr;r
yeffi o{ 194{;7. 'Ihe numbcr o{ man
davs lost due ro indusrna-i stril<es in
1965 was more rhm doublc rhe i964
tigure. Alier this sudden increase the
Iigurc steadily rosc unrrl the Emcrqencv
o1 1975. Thc strengrh oi this growrne
striJce wave e ruued thar capital wm
unable to male the indusnal working
class pay ibr the aericultura.l cnsis. (Sec

rhe Ministry oi labors unual repxrns. 1

The role o[the U.S. govemtoent Ln

'he C.R. rnrghr bc,lercnbcd ai thJr .,r .,

cruel mrdwrfe- It wanred to see thc birrll
oi lndia's own l-qxl svstem and so

ollered usistmce throughout the binh.
Yet it ,r1so exacerbatcd the labor parns:

the U.S. govcmment used thc agncuL'
tural crisis ro ibrce some conccssrcrls

[\
{)
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'\{emorodm of Agemenf wrth the
Ford Foundarion m t960. ro dre PL.
480 foodgrus. ro tlIc G.R. i$.If, US
epical ha advued every srep o[ rhe
Sratc Plm. The US ha (alcn wery
opporuiry to subordimte Indio apr
itai but they have nwcr been able
complctely domimre rhem. Both Indi-
m and US apiral's hired pcro have
called it a.twetrx.k" relatiorohio: a
hudamcnta.l agremcnr b.veri the
two, wirh tiffs cvery now md thcn. 11

They know rhat despite mcaional "rcr-
did fmilv quurdt' (ro Mm oncc
called inter-capiralist frshts) about the
degree of depcndenry, rhcy reman

What we are now witnessing is the full explosion of the
contradictions of the green revolution: the chickens
have come home to roost.

iroo Indim capiral. In 1965 dre U.S.
beglm clreatening to wiu\hold or dclay
PL'{80 grah shipmenr. Indim caprtal
wa hadly u a position to light, for at
rhc trme PL-.180 grain wu their life's
blood. From 1963-67 imporu of whcat

-olwhich PL480 fomcd the largest
, om6r rnenr - ercetrdcd the domesric
marketablc surplu by over wechirds.
ln l9li6 impons were more rha doubie
the quatity ol the domotic surplus.
'fhus, inJune 1966, India acceded to
tirar qurnresxntial neecolonial act of
r:aprrulation: dcva-luauon of the rren-
i:\'- The ruFEe wd devalued aqairst tJre
,loilar by onerhird. After lunher U.S.

tlrrcats ot delay, (the U.S. govemenCs
'shon-tethel grlicy begun m r\ugust
1966), the Indiar govement even
stooped issurnq rrs rhetoncal prctests
agarnst the U.S. aggression in Viet-
oam.

-l'hc G.R. srrategy did not begir to
kick in unrrl l96ii. [n that yw impons
were less rhm domesric productroo. It
was no( unril tq7 t rhat PL..l80 gru
wu disconruued altogether. Giveo the
size ol the shipmenrs tluoughorrt the
1956-71 period, it is not surpnsirg that
lnrh lndiu md slobal plmnen wanred
ro switch fie srrategy. The U.S. had to
bolsrer other pans of the world with its
wheat lriitics; lodia, with thc second
larqesr populacoo in r.\c worid, ap
1*ared a rfrouqh ir would claim all rhe
qraLn. Thc coosensus of the plmncn
wu rhat Intlia rvotrid have ro gain
control over irs own agncultural pre
rlucen. I'hey could not contirue o .est
rg\rl rhe 5ucr'esses ot U.S. crprtel s

enr urv-,ung 5U!qglcs rn thc .\mcne .m
rrrdwest. Although the plmnem con-
;rdered a govemment engrnering of a
dotrlcstrc Iood svsrem a'colossal under-
rakinq' thar was lraughr wirh "perilous
vrnrures.'10 it was time ibr their own
rire ot pusaqe, rheir own walicabout,
drcir own conquest. The Indiu would
have ro pronfrr ibft.h in regions Uncle
Sam ncver lqrew.

()ne oi tle rnosr signiiicmt themcs of
I nrlia's post- [nclependence agncuitural
rtrareqy has been the puricipation ol
US,:aprtal via dre go"cmment. [oun-
,iarrcns. r:orTrcrations. and rhe World
Banx. i"rom rhc C.D proqrm. which
.vas.iesrqnetl, irnplemented, and lind-
id rn.onlunrtuon wrrh the !ord Foun-
htr,ril. io rhc l-q.I)P which,vas lirsr

pr,ro,r;cc1 bv lr rcmr ol lVork-l Bank
rtlirr.ri. in l919 ancl rhcn sigoecl as a

brothen. There is much rtrat could be
sad about ttris topic but what is rele-
vmt here is rhat the impon of the G. R.
wa to susrain md repoluce a working
' las ur lndia md tiis wu m objecuve
bofi US ud [ndiur plamen fillly
shaerl.

The socialist leii ho never under-
strcd the G.R. in rhis way- The two
nan communisr panres in India have
elcvated the disagrements be&een rwo
symbiotic pauires to the levcl of the
primary conmdiction in [ndia (the
oational bougoisie vs. imperialism).
thev suppon thc qovement's PDS
md, in eeneral, .ecooomic grc*th'
(meminq of course capiral accumr:Ja-
tront. In facr. che pornt or thercntrques
of govement poLicv is to ugue that
accumu.lation would praeed quicker
wirhorrt my kind of loreign dependen-
cy. To other leliist writcre, the G. R.
wro 'a complex svsrem tbr loreim
agnbusiness dominatron, "1: a sabotage
,t Inclia's rndusrrra]ization.rr or a

compromise with irnpena.lism ttrat wa
oecessitared by the Indiu bougmisie's
previous compromise wirh'leudalism"
tbv not enlbrcmg rmd relom legsla,
tion.;.1' On thc otie r hmd, we also
have rhe ugumenr that the G.R. wa a
prcBressive developmenr of the pmluc-
tive forces, which by creatine more
prole rmms m agncultual prcducrion.
rvouid evenrually provide rhe precond!
tion tbr a'red revolurion."rt Jn rhc
\rme wav rhe I'tr ho tlisplaced rhe
;rmple {icr rhat the G.R. wil a mcas
rc ;r1low Indim caprtal to exprcpriare
rrrore peopte liom the land, ud ha
r')tncrtme( LhteFd on rhr5 expropna-
rioo. rhey have misundersrq>d rhe may
,rt r:ootradictions uising iiom lhe im,
,tletn, rttrrr,rn,rt nt r r.R. fht.:rr,rv r:
rhc subjecr to lvhich we rvill now turn

The Watm of Exprcpriation

Wi*rin rhe State Plm, "irpuu' lom
dre fint srage of the G. R , rc wcll bcgrn
thsc. Thc G.R. is most cJosdy awr-
ared wirh a n@bcr of productrvity-
ruing inpuc: High Yidding Vriery
:eeds (FIYVs), chcmical fcnilircn,
toxic pesticide, md truton. The pr
ticulr irpur thar wc will fru on is
imgadon. Thc lffVs requirc ilteroi"e
irigation m it ha bccorc rycn morc of
a prioriry since rhe adopdon ofthc
G.R. Brief motion will alrc bc mdc of
rhe exptosion of Union Carbide Corpo-
Etron's pesticide l'etory in Bhopal.

Irigationpmily mm dam.
They rc used cithu to prcvidc watcr
diredy to f're via cana.ls or to
gencmtc e.l€triciry to powcr tubcweus.
This is rhcir sigmfiruce for epita.l, but
for the pcoplc their signifimcc ir
exprcpriation- dirct md imcdiate
dispiacemcnt:

lndia ha r]le dubious distinc-
tion of haviag displacd thc high-
est numbcr ofpeoplc due to rhc
co6truction of mm-made ffir-
voin mong all comtrie in the
world. In dre absencc of a com-
pendim of mt figurc ir is
dillicult to uy uatly how my.
Howevcr, frcm oniy 10 sclated
river-va.ilcy dwe.lopmcnt prcjrcts
m estimtcd 910,000 pcmB
have either bcen displaced or wi.ll
smn be displrccd. Comrdering
rhe fact that over i,500 rojor
dm have bcen built or m goirg
to be built in the country, the
magnirudc of forced relaatioro of
populations nrcsitared by suF
mcrgencc cm be imagmed.''
May of thc dms trc not just for

inigation but the water dcvoted to
agncultural prcduction lom a signili-
cmt pm: "Betwcn 1951 md 1982
iorry-six major irigation pro.jcts md
5 t7 medim pmjrcB wcrc completd,
rru\ hfty more projecrs neuly lm-
rsnm.

The govement hre been able to
evict millions of poplc with the help of
World Bank md US govement ious.
Dm constructron hu bcen the lagest
single category for World Bank loms
md this is no small sum, grven that
India prcsently holds the Iagqt debt to
rlre World Bank mong all comtries.

It would bc impossible to adequately
descnbe rhc agooy md tauma rhat the
dm-displaced people have gone
uhrough. Since rtle *arcr of rhc dm is

intended {br use by lms in the plains,
rhey are usually buLlt upsurm in
relatively remore hil.l uea- In rhesc
areas. the people. mosr otien tribals,
\ arlioans - literdly native inhabitmrs),

havc p fr bcen ablc to ropc mot ot
caprral'r power. As qth Natrve Amcri-
(:ffi, rhcy havc a smng atachmcnt to
the lud, thc fomts, md the mima.ls.
One adrvui slogan m thc statc of
Mahmhra during a'lad Day'
pro(cst in 1973 wu "thc min ta.lls on
everyonc, thc sun shino oo everyooc,
ud the land bclongs to cveryonc.""
Thcir suddcn rpution frcm thc lmd
mems a complete dcstruction of their
way ol lilt. A i-ew comit suicidc radrer
rhm lace a blca.k futm. The govem'
nlcnt ncvcr prcvide imd for rcsetde
rn.nr nur ev.n monetary compcroarion
dtrhour r hght. Even dtm their wnncn
pmmls lor comPcMoon e never
lully rrnplcmcnted- Irorucally. r}rc dis-
placcd 6opie often wird up workinq on
rhe tams rn rhc olains tlrat benefitted
tiom thcir displacement or on other
dur consrruction sites."

But not all thc tribals md villagen
have obcdicntly allowcd their homq to
be submerged. Ouly rarely have thev
becn able ro stop thc corotruction of a
dm or evcn gain better tcms lbr their
.cmoval, yet cheir resistmce is groung.
Orgmizations against dms havc de
mmdecl gumtecd lmd for reixation
(some rmes lbr lud within the area to
be covercd by the dm) md lor gua-
utced monerary compensation. But
Omvedr nora rhat'orgmcen ot rcsis-
rmce rc bcgrmirg ro chuge their
tendcncy ro say "the dm must bc built
but. . . "ro Once t}lc demmd becomes a
total rejection of the dm thc crucial
questioo will be how rhe peopie to be
displaced will unirc with the peoplc who
ue employcd ro acrually comtruct lhc
dm, who u cheruclves rcent wicrims
oI dispossession.

ln some cues rhe construction of
rrrqanon facilrriq des not smply
crearc more iudlcs pople but is wd
u a direcr anack upon rhe lmdless. ln
197{, *re govemenr bcgu rhe Com.
twd Area Develop0ent Prcgrm cx-
pr esrlv to rmpose rhe Gren Revolurron
rncxlei in cenain rcas by inrcgraring
Lmgatron ud orher *dweloomcnt"
work q rrh rhe police md m,J,raty fhe
World Bank hx funded a luqe pm ot
these commmd uea prcjects. The limt
Crstnct the W B. md the indim qov-
'ntmenr rrq"red was rhe Chmoai
r all"v alonqlne border oI Rarothm
ud Nladhya Pradesh. This vallev hc

been nocorious for irs daorry (bmditry)
md the mosr l'mous dacoits in lnde
pendent India have been lrom rhere:
Mm Singh, Malka Singh, md Ph*
lm Devi. (Thcre wa a popuiu hlm
being madc about the latrer who wu
only a tenager when she wo dre leader
of a drcoit bmd. She is a untouchable
md even though she rs no* rmpnrned
she remus a rcwerful sml-nl ol'
rebellion against *re upper croteciass.)
Like the Thugs who lmtcd frcm both
the Mughais md the British ir this
sue rcgion, these med dacors steal
lrcm high-cate lmdownen md road
rmvcl.len. Since 1974, whrle dre daeorts
have becn ruthlessly repressed, imga-

tion work- wiuh all ol thc mappirg of
rhe temin neessary ibr it- has bcen

undertaken. The valley is 6qw vrnually
100% inigared. 1he govemme nt hm
lailitated bank loms md encouraqed
what prcduction ibr govemment Pre
curemenl. The equivalent o[ Tr'ru
magaine n lndia, Irulia Toda1, cztlled rr

a succcss slory: 'From Guro to Trac_
tom" but it wa moa. 11lg'11261965 with
gr-.."'

Given the vuery ol resistmces to the
dms, the govemmcnt hm had a hud
rime meering their i-Yeu Plm tagers.
Sirce 1951, 55% oltheir irngation
prcjects have not been completed. U rhe
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prcjects ue actuallv completed, the
govement then faces the demards t>i
rie trchnicius md electrical workcn
who run the dms. Thcse workes ue
rclatively better paid md usually or-
guized inro tmde unions. 'Ihey lie-
quently go on strike causing blackouts.
(l cm restifu to tic milirmcy oi these
worken in a small tom in Unu
Pmdesh where some ol rhe reading ior
this mide was done by cudlelight.l
The govenurent also laces the demards
ol tie construccion worken who ar c
rendered redudut by u\e dm's com
pletion. Omvedt descnbed a dm
worken stnlce ar u mgaron dm rn
Mahmhrra (built lbr large suga la-
mers). She quotes one orgmizer: 'Our
demmd was thar simply becaue the
dm is tinished the workem car't sr:p
livrngl The dm ma-kes the lmd bear
Iruit, production wrll increase ten
times, the suroun<ling distnct wiil
benefit - and the worken who buLlt the
dm cu t be ier downl $ we said ""

Evenrually the workem were -1et

down," but they went on to work on .r

lage lm neuby md to orgmize a
union on rhe fm. No iooger dm
workero. chev conrnued to righr .rs

agncultual laborem.
At the level of dms rhcn. we arc

introduced to the recendy displaced
populatron o[ [ndia. Thev n'rgrarc
across the comtryside, t}tey work ar
seaonal and remporarylobs- Thev
o{ien grve themseives over to'con!mc-
'ors_ ,ho makes rhe f,rrangernenri lol
rheir migranon and labor, a srtuacron
which in eilect rnems bonded labor.
One non-qovemmental agencv, the
Gandhi Peace Foundation. es(1maL61

Despite god's generosity in labor power, the factory
owners and the state planners considered themselves
cursed with an inability to induce enough surplus food
from the villagers that remained behind.

8
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r-\at there werc 2.6 mlilion bonded
laboren in India-

But rcrnc oi rhe dispiacd popu.larion
mrgmre ro tlre cidq. You wril w rheu
retdements oi hus sanftd i! md
mud every India city. Thcy squat
on uy pice of vacer lmd md try to
rnake some rn of home. Once ir rhe
cirres *re y just might mer the ubm
r)rpsrdc ro the C.R.: rhe teniliar md
pesricide indusrim. This is wherc the
Dec. 198* dists ir Bhopal comes n.

Al 'Accidend of the
Greea Rcvolution

Uoion Crbiae bcgm irs pesticidc
plar h I9ti9juston rneedgeo[the crry
ur Bhopal. [n 198,1 a chmical cham
reacron rn a sromge raili produced a
hugc cloud of pormnous gu r}tat blew
acrlss thc ciry. It is easy to se how dris
murdercus re doud wu a result o[
Unron Uubide's protir morrve (rhe
violatrons of sa1'ery pmaurioro ue lar
t@ numerous to mentioo) md how, on
a deeper level, it wo thc result ol the
G.R.'s pcomodon ot pesricides for the
pr+lur rron ot u agncuJtual surplus.,,
Yet Lhe c{penence ol rhe slumdweilers
oi Bhopal reveals uother sidc to Bhopal
u a resuft oi fie G.R.

Throughout rhe 1970s and 80s,
whr.le UnLon Cubidc *a pmpng our
rrs r'){c pcsilctdc, tens ol t}rouwds rrl
dispiaced pcopie lrcm the cosrryside
were "pumped" inro Bhopal. They ser-
tleJ ou che oapcst, mosr dcvalued
iou: rhat aound rhe U.C. plmc. Some

^r rh/Je people were perhaps ciispraced
br rhc dms alonq drr lndravarr nve r m
Madhya Pmdesh, rhe srare oIwhich
ilh, rpaj is the caprtal. The new mr-
qrurs were conrinua.lly poisoned by rhc
rewiar ':ccrdental" dischuees of gu
['orn r,lre tactory. Iolay *re swrvon
'o0rulue ro work a nltlkrnen. clq{e(te
rollers od :ellen. ronqa drivero. cvcre
so auromobrle mcmocs, ud othc.
poos. None worked at the U.C. plant

lirera.llv hundreds of thousmds morc
havc bcen leli hjued, blindcd, uau-
marrzcd, . - .

Most oi the victiru- ir is snud to
rea.lia rhis - werc slumdweilen. Whcn
thc plut begm to leak out its lerhal
qas ia rtre early mominq hou6 ot'
Dec. J. rhr tiar thing rheiimowcllen
qrabbed brlorc drey tled lrcm rherr
makcshili shacts wo the legal tirJc to
rjlar shack,. r}e purB (lirera.lly, addms,).
This lirde i'rt rells a tale.

To ger cheir addresw. rhe pcopie ir
rhe slm coioruc ha-d b€n h,agrng a
struggle. A legally recogmzed addrcss
enaDles onc to get a ranon card with
which onc hro rcas ro govemenr
,'onrrclled comcditie r}at m sold ac
subsidizcd prices, e.g. krcme, suga,
*heat, md rice. lSimilariy, one cil nor
get wclfue chrcks or credit cands n rhe
US wruout m actdress.) The pu(ta is
Jls pme gu;m(e, thoueh one oftcn
violared. rhar rhe govemmr qll nor
evrcr vou. [r is a sign ol omentup or
lmd even if me ruo is onJy 40 squae
lcer. Airrr b<mg erpropriated trcm the
viJlages. me addms wro dreu clm rbr
rhc riehr to live in dre ciry.

Wheat Production in putjab

\ large shae of tlrc inpurs, pestr-
clcles. lcnillzcrs, erc., is plunca for use
rn a grcgraphical.ly spcdic re. The
Mo ooniem srar6 of puiab md
Haryma and ttre adircenr"wmrem
Jecrion of Uttil PEiesh consume o
Jisproponronare shae of irpur in
relJlrun to ther shre rn Indra,s toral
gran producrron. fhis rcqon rs rhe
heardmd ot *re C. R. .rhir feding:nputs inro urc regron, r}le govemenr
thFn pcuffi much oirhe ourpur: m
most !effi the tra accounts tbr ov(rIt)'l or rhc govemcn('j wheat pe
curemenl.

^ 
t)ne U.S. Agencv lor lnremarional

Develqppsr,l brraum(, re uewg chc

In onlv wo ym since 1972 ha it:
conmburion ro thc rcsrye saGk diplr,I
bclow 50% of the total stal<, md irr'
rcmc yem it ha gonc ro high u
75%.r' Coroidm( rhar puntab ha
onlv 2% of [ndia's popuianon ud
prcduce apprcximrcly 22yo ol ln<lia,t
rotal whcar productioo. irs contdhutr,rr
to the govemmcnCs crrcurt rs remar L

ablc.
In Punjab the trasforution of the

stare into rhe gwemuCs .bradban.
keC ha bcen naly total- Therc is lir(lc
agncuitural production bcsidcs whcar
md ricc (usua.ily f'men grow befi
crcps m a y@, what being hwesrui
m Apri.l.May md rice in Oct.-Nov_)
md very litde indusrry. Thc atate,s
entirc rconomy is depcnd€nr on thc
govcmenCs pmrcmot poce. The
govemcnr buys at Imt 75 Zo of thc
whar whrch is brcughr ro muker, ari
Lhe[ puurme nt pricc funcioro a a
ml.mm suPPo( pnce. Almut rhc
enrrre produaion of the tmen rs rctt j
on rhe wholesale makct - 93 % for
wheat nd.647o tor rice ( t978-79 tirl-
ures). This is unlil<e all o*rcr srarcs rn
lodia where, on the avemge, only .Jt)u.l
ui errher crop 6 brcugnr to wholesalc
makcrs tmerug 707o is coroumol l,y
thc grower. hmded over to a ladlutl,
or soid locally).:6

The snggle over rhe pwuremcnr
Pnce ts thc 6snce ol the prenr
'Pun jab cnsi-t' which rrcendy ha bcen
ir t-he news rc much. t, PmrcuJuly
Ircm 1981, the Punjab fmen, who
ffi ncilly all Sikhs, have becn de
mmdinq higher puurcm€n( pncfi
md lowe r irput pnces. For the smalj r,,
medium sizcd fme m (usuarly delinc,l
o holding uder l0 acres1, a break
evea rarc olrerum is cssentia.l lor rherr
continued existence ro ladomen, .{.
tlough the lme n m nighly srratrrie,l
by srze - onehalI of Punlab's lmd is
oqed bv iess rhm l07o of thc Imdow-
ncE - fo rcme eKent tler rdigtous
rulidmry ba *rued to mrty rliem borh
orgmizarionally md idrcloocaJ.lv. The
Akaii Dal is a polirical pm-whrch is
brom in Punlab's 700-odd eudwffi
rlrcselv, temples) md is qilicirlv a
Si,kh potitical parry. And wlen the
ieadcm ol t}c Al<a.li Dal srarc thar n
funjab'fmer md Sil<h ae inrs-
chmgeablc tems," one ca c6ily se
what che pm srmds idr.:t

The A-kali Dal. along wrm a punjab
:;men rradc unron. rhe BKU. hm lcd
the fiehr agaist rhc govemmenr. Thc
Iamen nave oiten been acttnq on rhe,
,.ie mmds tbr more poritical power md
lor more concessions trcm me qorem
rnenr bv drr(r f,cnon: blckading thc
{raln rrMsPon on rhe roads md rarl
roads, bovcotnng rtrc wholesale markers

Photo by lohn R()(E

(rhat is, rcfusirg to seU their gru), md
rctusing ro pay bacl bank iom."

Thc govemrenCs responrc hs &tn
s(a(e tcftor. Uiveo Punlabs smtegc
posrrioo within the govemmcnCs tood-
gru commodity circuit, there famcm'
srruggles havc a prcfomd impat. The
govemeni ha spdcd no exPensc to
make Punjab'admini:tmtivdy mm-
ageable." The srate hc bcen, ir effrct,
under military nrlc srnce 1983, with
curtews md police raids becomirg a
resulu md ferrful part oilife lbr
Punlabis. Ovcr a thouwd Sil<hs have
bccn killed md mey more thouwds
have ban imprircned md tonured.'o

The govement h6 justified mmial
Iaw rn the state by ponmying rhe SiJ<hs

u reiiqous fmatics, tercrists, md
seessronists. The govement hro ac-
(rvely prcmoted a communa.l divide
be veen Pujabi Sikhs md Hindus
evcr since Independence. (AIter all, rie
govenwent had just exfrutcd a huge
;utd traEc comuna.l divide berwen
\{usLims and Hindus md Si-khs by
crearng Pakistan md India. tn Punjab
B- 10 nullion peoplc were disptaced by
Pmition.) In 1966, ir splir the stare
alonq comuna.l lines by foming Ha-
vma (manly Hindu) md Pujab
(maidy Si.kh). In Haryma, both the
Conqess Pmy md the opposition
pmv, rhe Lok Dal. have becn (Mng ro
lead the tmes movement in a corn-
munal direcrion. They have blatmdy
sponrcred Hindu chauvinism md at
times engmcred commual'riots' (i.e.
rttrcks on rhe SiJ<}ts in Hwma;. fhere
have Deen acuons or solidmn betwrrr
,n" Punlabt Sikh md the Harymvr

Hindu imrea, but it is ircreuirqly
diflicult for them to overcome rhe
govcm€nCs repression md corunun-
aliation.

Durirg this period olmilirry nr.le in
Punjab, rhe qovemmenr h6 btrely
rncreild the pmremenr pnces for
wheat md ricc. ln tact, takine inllatLon
into accour, rhey have decrescd ir.
The goverunenr is now tving to end its
price incenrive straregy ibr these uo
crops. It now considen that enough
production ha been stimulated over the
last 20 yem, md it should now teqer
its money for other crops. But the
Pmjabi Silh fmren consider rhe 25 %
rate o[ retum dtey gor in rhe euly
197Os a the nonn. Thc sma.ller linners
whose costs oi producrion tre higher
will hardly toierare rhe neqative prcfir
rate rhe qovement is now prctlemg.

The groups thar tie govemne nr
labels u tercnst, extremrst, md Srkh
commua.i il acrualiry embody rhe
demmds of the [men. !'or one e,xan.
ple, a resolution of the grcup rhe
[hathri Takol reads in pm:

lf the hud emed income ol rlre
p€opie or the na(u.al resources of
ay nation or regron re lbrcrbly
plundered; the grrCs produced bv
them set at abitrarrly dcremmsl
pnces whiJe the gotds bought bv
them ue sold at hieh pnces in
order to carry this pra:ess of

The struggle over the grain procurement price is the
essence of the present "Punjab crisis."

economic exploitation to irs logicai
conduston, ne hmm rights ol a
pmplc e crushed, *rcn rh* ue
rhe.indices of slavcrv of that
natlon, reglon, or pcoplc.rt

Untbmardy, rcme Sikh'emmrsr-
groups have adopted a Red Brigadist
straregy- asdsinarug Congress Parw
politicias, nghrwing Hirdus, and
wme Sil<hs whom they dem collabora-
tos of the Congms- but rhey have
aiways dcnied rcsponsibiliry lor rhe
rmdom killings o[ Hindus.

Desprre rhc govemmenCs decrete in
the praurcment pnce (in rcal tems)
md thc Srkh fmere' resistmce. the
govcrnment ha pcured record
mouts of wheat md rice sirce 1984.
By 1986, there wan't enoush stoage
space for all their srakpiles of gmil.
This huge surpius, bousht on rhe
cheap, was onc olthe irtended results
ot mmrd iaw. -Ihe prmre menr pro
ccss bccme il etfect a mdirry oocra-
tron. Once agan, n May 1987, rhe
Punjab stare eoveme nr wo dismissed
md cencral govement Rric was de
claed (meming military nrle). Why
\Iav? Baause thar is when rhe mrjorrry
o[ the whcat arives in the w.holesa]i
makets.

The contmdictron be&ecn rhc fil-
mers ud dte govement will cenarnlv
conrinue. ftre Finmce iVlhistry irares
thar'whear sttrks tre alreadv fu in
e-rccss oithe countay's Equwmeots
md any lunher rncrese n rhese s(frks
is not considered desimblc."r Thus.
the govemment *ril contrnue ro keep
rhe prmurement pnce low. Even
thoueh ir insists *rat ir will mailtarrr a
'remunerative pnce' for whear md
nce-gowrng fames, dris de nor
mean that the price wi.ll bc remunem-
rive lbr all l'rmren. Sma]ler tmea wdl
no doubt still be d.iven out olbusiness.

Famren thrcughour lndia contmue
Io resisr rhc Sia{e agnculrurat plu by
srealing electnciry [or rmqarron. nor

pavrng inigarion bills on canals, and
eot repaving bu* Ious. For ill cr
[ndia, thc govcrrurenI estimaies that
{5 % oftoral "rural credit" is overdue tbr
repavment (equivalenr to atDut $ I

brllionl. Also rherc is a 10% ioss o[
/recrne rry dur ro metr. Md rhe tlqure ri
higher ibr rhe G. R. stares ol nonh
India. (Incidentally, rhe slurndweilem
oi Bhopal lichted therr shacks bv rllegai
connections to Union Cabide Power
Iines. ) Famea oreuizatLons such as

those In Punlab ue rueLi orquuzerl
(hroughour the (oun{rv. th ,uqh pn
mady on a regrooal basrs."

While Union Carbide was pumping out its toxic pesticide,
tens of thousands of displaced people from the country-
side were "pumped" into Bhopal.

itself nor did they em a much mone y achievemenrs of the G. R., wrcte rha[u U.C. wage-laboren. Neitler rltsrumdwe[eri"".;;;i;;;;;;.i;: f:.lxTx:f;::,sj:."il,;5:1::,
;:i: ::.:::1::],;":l_*l -:,:o mation oiagncurure ia punjab mdt:rcrr lrersonrngs (at le4t two workes Haryana Iwhich] provided ihe gove rn_
.]i:1-:1.P"':""'tt'i tnc Prant's l5 ver menr or lndia wrdr a srabLe md adminr.1r\ruIvr. n.)r hcre mev ;rr,rng rnough ,rrartve{v mmaqeable source tbr rts'o prev.nt tnc ultmare mJss;turder{Jt tooo reserve stock."rnDec. .i.,,19iJ4. -\t lerot 1,500 poole fhis successhi rrmstbmation re_'rerc krl]ed by the poison cloud anq ceivcd rrs highcst expressioo n pun3ab.
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Migrut Labor ia Punjab

It wo motioncd beforc trrat one ol'
rhelobs ttre wnal ud mgmt
ldb.lre6 (a-kc up u agriculrumJ labor.
Most of Punjab's C. R. larmcn hin
mrmnt laborefi. Accooding ro one
.uNev or a Punjah dismcr. the malonw
of rhe hwxting work wa done by
imsrmt laborcn." Dung rhc Peak
months olApril-May (for wher) md
{).r. (for rice), mother study etimatcd
&ar 2fiI300,000 men :mve n t-hc state
tor work." This is perhaps the lagat
r, gulr migration ot people m lndra.
Thcy come by crain, jm-packed in the
crs or nding on the mls. The vmt
rnalority come lrcm nonh Bihr ud
e:xtem Uttu Pradesh (U.P.) where the
aver age clarly wage is abour 2-J times
iowcr thu Pujab's. (which is now
ahrut $.50- 1.fi), md {hat tbr about L0

hours oi had work).
This phenomenon o[ migrut lalxrr,

where Bi,hu scn-cs u rhc Mqico to
Punl:rb's Calilbmia, stenu lrom rhe
linncm' desirc to brcak the p*'e r oI the
lu:a1 Punlabi laborers. lVirh the rapid
expmsion oi agnculture ir I\n1ab aiier
1965. dre laal lalpren *cre able ro
dernud higher wages. In the temunol-
ogv o[ the rconornisrs, r-\e de rud 1br

iairr outsrripped thc supply In reality,
there wa no'shortage ol labor;" there
w'c only a shonaqe o[ lmcrs' yrwer to
,lrive dor"n wages" Thc lmren *ere
hrnr:us alier losinq rc tnany haggles

"rrn Lhcrr nir, d hmqs. fhe nrP)rarr()o
r;l labore rs wa lxgrn almost inmcdr
:rrely, yet it ws not really successtirl in
curbinq the pwer oI the wotkem urrril
r\c rrici-l97Os. Jhc iamrcrs rvere able
ro acquire a ncw tactic in additioo o
drerr rge ul,l rubwr(the PrevFn{k)n
.,t rne ,rrrktrrg wurf,prs lun rJ]c urc ol
Lhc village conmLon lmds lbr qriurng
rattle. qarhenng ialder, and delicat'
rng, ;ud rhe boycott of the workcn by
rhe Imai shopkecpers). "I'he imrea
'vere rblc ro ernplov the migrmc work-
"r-i I,,a . ne rt l(r\l tr)Llv)r nP sd bJ( [ '

,r'':iiilr(Juilslc.q,ImsPlatting n.et
urtl p;rv them les. This division o[
latrr :urd this wage hieruchv have
:,:vcrclv hurpcred dre power oi borh
rhc rnigrant and ie:ri fm workers'
strrggle.

Yet rhe daiv and persistent struggles
rrl rhe i:rixrrer: wo ar importart iactor
rcirrnd the Punjab iamen movement.
F or the tannen. r appeaed easier to
rum on rhe centra.i qovemrnellt thu on
11r.: 'vorkers. l-he A.-ka-li Dal, t\c BKU,
-Lncl (he ourttcrotrs'extrerntst' gltrDS
r'.rr t,rL tI t| tr.trl r btttrr ' rlr,.',r
.ri r".L.lig n"rr rrre,.t protir bv Irgnr

rng the r:enrral govcruocnt than bv
iighrinq the rvorke6. However, otrce
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the imen wcrc dcfarcd by all thc
imprisomot, killing, md mamal
law, they begu mg on thc workm.
tn April, 1987, a grcup kaom for Silh
comunalism md extrmism, the AI-
lndia Sil<h Srudens Fedmtion, b+
rmyed irs mc du ciamtu by orgu-
iz-ng a mpagn ro iorcr hocsting
*aqcs. It is cncomging to ootc that the
sorKe E have s [a bcn able to mist
r\c na-kabmdis ud the physical a-
saults. Thcy have prcvcnted uy dF
creue in the wage. One wn for rieir
success is thc pre*nt lac.k of migrmt
labor: muy rctm worken have
stavcd away frcm Pujab in thc Iat
severa.l ycm due to all the violcncc.'"

lVitnin the G. R., Biha md mtm
U. P have seryed u rlre productrve srto
ola relarrve suplus population. This is

a rcic the reEon hro played fbr a-tmost
?00 yeus, ever since thc Britistr con-
quest. ln this cennry, hudreds of
thouwds ol men lrom this cegton
*or ked in uhe lure nulls or Benga.J.
-fcrlay onc will lind their dwendmts
scarrered tircughour t}Ie comry,
rvorking in the industrial belt along the
Ilrhar-West EengurJ border, working on
rcads n Kuhmir, living h the slums of
L)elhi...India state capital hu bcen
conrent ro allow luge Imdlords in thu
regron Lo extmct 6 much rent md labor
our o[thcir ceruts (md mawrc t]rem if
thcy object) wiriour one concm lor the
pulucriviry of agncu.ltw wirh which it
ts obsessed in Punlab.

In tlus crntury a1rc, rhe agruim
struggles in Biha md mem U.P.
have been anong rhe most militer md
luge-ra.le ot my in India. It wu h rhis
region thac Nehru mci Gmdhi rrceived
their iniriarions irto the prectice of
pacilving peomt revolts.'7

To rhem md to other stare pimnen,
rhe regrcn epitomized rhe non-nability
oi the iardlord-rcnut relarions of pro
r:luctron 1or manLaining the modicum
oi smial peace requisitc tbr rhe govem-
rnent's rulc over amcultural pffrduc-
tion. But, x noted eulier, chc plmeru'

ear{v nave tropes o[ saial reibm being
rmposcd lrorn abovc were quickly
rlrshed. ,A.s one scialist plamer later
recalled, Bihu rmd eastem U.P. have
Lrcn 'r hc graveved oi mm, economrc
plurners'sturdiest hopes."" But il the
' graveverrd" was not m'ldminisrra-
trvelv mmaqeabie' slce lbr agncultural
pruiuctron, under the G.R- rt ha been
gax.l ibr the prwluctioo ol livinq Labor.

Today Biha md atcm U.P. m
vimrally synonymou with clu smg-
gle, Tcnmts md fm workm m
wcll-orgmizcd ud mriitmt but thcY
frc rcprusion from thc stare policc,
priute mie of thc lmdlords, and
cenral govemot pmriitrY
cmps. The derct sPcw of a rcd
mlurion grcwing out of thc G.R. ha
comc not iiom thc m rhc G.R.
dwdopcd (Pujab) but thc am it
uderdrydopcd. A quetion now B how
this dp€ncne of smgglc wrll bc
brcuqht into Pulab by thc migrot
laborin. So ru, rhe ewt oPPositc o[
struggle ha bcen brcught in: a Biha
my rcgimmt wa one of weral
regimots the govemot us€d to d-
su.tt the holiet Sikh gurdwm, the
Golden Tcmple, inJune 1984. (At lot
800 Si-khs werc rrcacrcd in this a-
sauJt")

Closing the Cirruit

Once the fmm gct thc workcn to
pulucc rhe grain md oncc thc govem-
menr gets thc tiuncn to rell thc gru,
ir disributcs ctre ma;oriry o( thc gru
mong its 322,000 "lak-price' od m-
tion shops. A1l of thre shops m lmted
in the cirics. Thus, the viilagrn re
vimaily cxc.luded from the Public Dis-
mburion Systcm (PDS). Thc syrcm u
furthcr lopsided by rhc frt that the
qovcmcnt rends onchalf of the gmn
to only fou statcs: Wcst Bcngal, Tmrl
Nadu, Mahmshtm, md Kerela, (in
order oldeoeuing momt). The for-
mer thrc sra(6 contain the citi6
Calcutta, Madru, md Bombay, re
spmively. Thw uc thc thre Iugor
cities in India, maing thc rhrc
largesr conccnrrarions of m industnal
working clrc. The govement rcnds a
loc ot wheat md rice ro Kerela, noc jusr

becaus ir produce litde o{its own, but
alm beausc it contairo very powcrhll
worlcing clas ud pesut movcmcnts,
a lact obliquely re0ccrcd in the wial

demmratic state govement of the
Comunrst Pmy of India - Mmisr
(cPI-NO.

The ovcral.l picturc ol tIe G.R.
irEregy cm now be sen. fhe gru
which is grom with a1l of thc produc-
rivity-increasinc meaws ir the Pun-
jab uea is sent into dre cities to tted rhe

industrial working clros. The whoie
Lrrult ls under go"e mental Plmrung

ud cooml. F'or govcmcnt Plmm,
,r all aplxm ro be I mttonai monomc
,,,mnc Fur sralisrs rt alrc aPPem to

bc emrncndy Btronal but hindcred by
thc b:rJ mmgtmcnt of inua-ruling
cJas contlicts (the primary onc in their
vicw is that bewrcn thc indurial
bourq.orsrc rrd the'rich fmers'" i.e.

rhc G.R tumerr1." Bur while rrchno
crats complain aLout bad @gerot,
lor thc workiag du the circuit is

iofl)rnNrtv Pnxluaion PlftlY md sim-
pty. lt rs a systcm that ts no( fi[dmq-
rally tlrl[.rent trcm thc tml circuit n
rhc IJSA whcre it is under thc concol of
a hantllirl oi compmic md the govm-
nrent. ()nc imlrcrwlt dillerencc to
no(c, huwrver, is tlrat rt is lcs eneroive
ir [ndia; pmndy it coven only 17 %
of India's total nce prcduction md 20%
oI its wheat prcduction.

Tlrc,Juuemmcnt rries to ser rhe pricc
(o cover Jt lot thc costs o[ pmmg,
(rusF)(ing, ard storing the grain
(which ir cails thc "aonomic cost). Ye t
o ooc malyst writing tbr rhe Rckelel-
lcr F'omdarion's G.R. rescach ccntcr
ir Mcxico, the one which helpcd d*el-
op rhe HYV weds, wrotc in 1979: "lf
gru prices m ubiruily peggcd tm
high, the urbu labor will demmd
higher wage which will push up the
cost cwcs m thc industria.l saror
lcading thc eonomy into m inllatiom-
ry spiral.'o

ta/hcn 607o of urbm iabor's con-
sumptioo q{pcndinrrc is devotcd to
ibod, tfre govement's prices rmslate
nto one oI the crucia] deteminatm oi
ndusrial sator prcfits.

As stated ealis, thc G.R. wu
origrnallv irtended ro conrrci rhe prices
o[ foodgraim md thus p.event 4in1]a-

tionary spirals" prcvoked bv working
.lus struqgres from ruining their enrrre
plms oI capital acmu.lation. Beause
tie srate plmero have been rued of
rcpeacne the ealier crircs, tley have
tncd to keep rhe rlling price of wheat
ud rice a iow o possible. [n 1986 the
qolcmrnent wa pmunng *hear at Rs.
Lb2 prr I00 kilos md rrs'rconomrc
cosr" wu Rs. 220. Yct at rhe me rmc
tltr govemmenr wx seUing ir at R.s-
I90. wnrch mem rhcy were subsrdizirg
thc pnce bv Rs. 30. The govement
*ould like to end this subsrdy bur this ir
hu nor been abtc ro do- aL le&r nor ver:
The struqgre ot *re tames lmpose
Lmrts .rn mv drrrccs n the prcrc
ment pnce md the struggles o[ t]re
urban working clu impose limits on
uy rncre&s in dre sellLng pnce .

tnr lic prcple n rhe ciries dependenr
i)n govemment qriln, thc two cruci;rl
lur\uons & rrs qualiw md its pnce.
I he lrrsr srtus or HY\/ whear rhar the
qoverment promored were widely ciis-

liked bcaurc chcy wcrc not gord lor
maling lndim brcad. The !{YV whcat
might have grcm biggc md larer
drm mdigenou lndiu stm, but its
tatc md thc consutcncy of its [our
werc rcniblc. ft wa only allcr yem of
funher tinJ<crmg that rhc govemmenr
wx able to im1rcn m HYV strain more
acceptablc to rhe pcopic's t6(s.

As for the pricc: every govemen(
anempr to raise the pnce o[ fcrccl<rarns
(or a:y ol the ortrer'essentia.l cormod-
ities" it sells) is met wirh protesrs md
nots. These protests ae usually led bv
women. They buv rhe food, prepare rhe
brcad dough, roU out the circular
criapa.tu, md cmk them over t}le lire or
stove (usually kercseoe stove)- Gail
Omvedt de*nbed rcme acrions by *re
Womcn's Anrr-Pricc Rise Couunrrte in
Bombay which begm ur 197?:

Women stonnirg into rhe
5rrcts, women no( mmhing ur
hudreds or thousmds but in tens
of thousmds be neath rhe crowded
apments md tlre endless rrnv
shops, beatinr their steel or bras
rerug plata w'ith hary spmns
to nirc a thunde rous din, women
bmieding the cas of poliricius
md stoming.-lre ollices oI Bom-
bav merchmr king:; women con-
lrcnrinq the Mirisrer lbr Fqxl
Supplie in his om kirchcn to iind
out if his iamrly ears the rarion
food they have to ar; women
.hdmg atrer Indrm Cmclhr her-
ielfro cal h"r ro rccount lor dre
unbemtrlv nsine pnces ard ftrd
shonages thar ue driving therr
iurlies inro sto'a<iorr.

In rhe fall oi 1973 they hdd a 20.000
womcn-rrrcng Rolliag Pin Mach:

And now thc badge of t-he

movcmcnt ha beome the rol.lilg
pn bmdished n a dcnched list
N a wqp00 of rcvolt.'r
N{ovemcnn agrer price hi}<es fom

just one pm o[ the urbm struggle. In
India. ro in most Third lVortd coun-

photo by rohn R@e

rries, 50% or morc o[ a cids popula-
tion livcs in sluru. lVhen we r:rlk abour
m urbm workilg das rve are especiai-
iy talking about slumdwellem. -I'hese

ae the people who have b4sn glpset.-
ated by the vuous lacets oi rhe G R. in
the cowtryside. Thc rurai to urbu
migratron in the lat 20 veus ha bcrn
atomdirg. The capiral ciry oi Deihi tbr
insrmce rccerves abour 2L\l,fX)O rrrmr-
grats from rhe r'il]eg.s even yea
Thus. tlrere no been m expro:r.n ni
ubar srruggles.

For the par scveral yem h Bombav
ttrc iight agairut slum demolitioos by
the ciry govemmenr md irs bulldozen
ho become a rallyng poinr lbr many
other sectore ot'the urom woming
clas. The demmd for m address by rhc
slumdwe.tlen ir Bhopaj ws menriotred
beibre. In every lndim city there is a
strusete for Lmd, lor a space ro live. and
at thc very sme time lbr access ro iw]
grown in the councrysrdc. The Con-
gress Pmy md city gove mments have
tned to repress the slumdrvellen *rth
Lhe porice. bulldozen. rno [orc(rl \rcru'
izarron, diven them wirh religous
communalism. and cu:pt rhem wrrh
,1ruq, emblins, md liquor rackets. f or
tie state pimne n rr ha been the
bomerug princLple wirh a 'enqcmrc

For the Punjab farmers, it appeared easier to Lurn against
the central government than on the workers. Once the

farmers were defeated, then they turned on the workers.
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Stroge Lops
'Ihe stmge lrcp phcnommoa'e-

cu whenwr, by movirg upwards (or
Comwards) thrcugh thc lods oi mme
hierarchiol system we urypccredlv
tlnd ounelvm nghr bacJ< whcrc we
scarted.'r Now that we have outlined
'5e crrcurt. we cm lrck at rhc *av" in
which it lmps back on icseli

The rnost dreadfii lmp was rhe
massacre of over 5.000 Sikhs in Deihi
n.l thousads more rn or}ler ciries n
Nov. 1984, one month belbre the
ilhop;J Juarer. .\trcr a Sikh body-
guard murdered Indira Gmdhi h re-

"enge ior the asault on the Ckrlden

'I'cmple, the Congress Pany orqanizct'l
rhc mcs killing ot Sikhs ir cities rrnder
lheir control. Thc cities ailccted womt
'dere thosc whcre the Congress wa
weil-orgmizaJ. Thus the capital cirv of
L)elhi *perienced dre womt cmage.
-fhere rvere no atta&s on Silhs in
opposiuon pmy-led states likc West
Bengal. The lat that the Conqress did
ir is undeniable, why thev did it is m
opcn questioo- fvlost pcobably n wu a
power grab withir the Coogress PmY
rrs. r[. But rhc quesrton telerut hcre ts

how rhey did it."
Dunnq the Emerqencv ircrn i975-

77, rhe Congress demolished ali the
llums in anci arotmd Deihi and movcd
rhe pcopie ro the outskiru ot the citv.
I'he housinq colonies burlt by rhe
(-,longless govermenl made contrel
overne pFople much cutelhm in
nralieshiii and crowded slums. Within
tlcse housirg colonies, the Cooress
,r gilrLzrd a pJIronagP jls(enr *heaeln

rhe people were dependenr upon lwal
pury trcsses. dadas, lbrjotrs. Thcse
rlado have promoted righrwing Hhcirr
groups (*irich norv proliferare n Delhi)
end have mailtaned Malia-[i<e crure
rackers. For the Silh musacre, the
,1adas organized the mcn undemea*l
rhem ro Lmt md kill the Sikhs. Thus. t,4z

,ruus hlLiar o_i Dclhi Siklu u*ncd only tn
ihtsc 0ongras-conlrolbd slm coiaaes on tlt
,,u:kirt oJ Dehi"

'1-he killmq wu done systemaricailv
-['he bands ol lqrrcrs md murderen
hcid rhe rarron Iisrs of the housrng
,:olonres rvhirjr gave evervone's nilmc
urd .rclclress. F rom tlte ntnes thev
\n.u \\1,) wu.rriJt, ud l','rrr rn,'
rriclrcsses knew where thev lLved. I'he
iraocls iJso had quantrties ol kcrosene
'r,,r:r'ne qrrv.mll"nl 1.,,1.111,[,7P.

Every government attempt to raise the price of food-
grains is met with protests and riots led by women.

which they uscd to bm the Siklx to
deti.

There m uo importet poinu to
mogniz about thc Silh rc: fint
ola.ll, thc Hindu chauvinism ttrc gov-
emcnt whippcdup tospprw thc
SiIh fmcm in Pu.lab wa rumcd
agaust the Sikh working du in the
ciries; md scondly thc public distribu-
non system sry6 d a mem of smia.l
contrcl in thc citie.

-{lorher smge ircp is thc Food for
Work Prcgm. Oncc the govcmcnt
dweloped this circuit to fcd thc expro
priated popularion in the citia, it
dcided to a1rc us the surplu food
agairot the landls in thc coutrysidc.

In 1977 ir begu to put pcople to work
bv palmg *rcm n toodgmru. Dwg
,he pcriod 1977-80. it uscd 9% ot its
ota.l tqxlqrain pcurcnent to'gener-
are" 99 million ma-days oi work. Aftcr
1980, the prcgrm wu rcnmed md
cdh wages were added to the payment
in gru- The work that the govement
has delegated to *ru prcgm is rcad
consmcrloa, which, accordirg to a
qovemmenL relercnce mmuai, "po
vides lalities lor rade ud comerce."
Once arain, the *propriated m em-
ployed to furtier build the very mems
oI their exprcpriadon.

.\nother lmp of rhe G.R. is the
rlccline in the prcductioo of lenti.ls ud
oLlseccts. By ofi'erirg high prices lbr only
wheat md rice, vo other staplcs of thc
Indim dict, lentils (da.t) ud crcking oil
(tel), have been implicidy dircouraged.
"[-he prr capita consumption ofborh
thee staples hu declired sincc Inde
pndence . -Ihe govement is now
preprmg ioc ile Seventh FiveYeu
I)lan. r ptogrmr to shrfi the prtce
incennve strategy to lentils urd
orlseeis. ln 1986 a business ud gov-
,rmmcnt tem from rhe USA olle red a
new hybrid stmin of m oilseed plmt
drat ha a higtr oil yield md prcmised "a
rrew G.R. in oikeds,' History repeats
itrclf.

()ne aspct of thb prcgrm is re
gmphical; the plamem wmt to extend
thc C.R. maicl beyond the Pulab
uca. Presendy the cenrem ofotlseed
prolucrion a-c the srares of Gujmr md
\{adhva Pm<lesh, so t}ris is likely to be
,rhcrc che oes rcund o["developmenC
.'rl1 be.

-\ tounh lorp is Operarion Flrxl,
which was a lVorld Buk iinmced
oroject lor milk. The expopriarion oi'

pcople l'rcm thc tmd in India is at thc
ffic timc rhc exprcpriadon of PcoPlc
from cows. Everyonc knowr that onc ol
thc principlo of Hinduism is rcvcrcna
Ibr tfre cow. A ccoral point in my
villageis lile is thc ow: uking ha to
gre, gathaing fodder, oueungthe
dmg, shapug it irro pattie md lcttmg
them dry for urc as fud, milking ha,
ud making clui.Ecd buuer from the
milk (ghe). For migrur laborcs md
urbm workcn, milk is xpcroive if
availablc at a.ll. Sine *re early l97Os,
che Statc Plmer havc extcndcd thc
C.R. modd to mrlk. With subsidia
frcm rhe World Bmk md the EEC,
ttrey crablirhal a systcm (for Bombay
md Dc.lhi in paniculu) to collrct milk
in rural md suburta M, puss
md rcfrigemte it in lrge frctoric, md
then scll it in the citics-

The rubsidy fmm thc W.B. ud thc
EEC wa in thc fom of dried mrlk. Thc
Indim govemcnt mld this dricd mrlk
md kept the rcvenuc to buiJd the
mdigcnous milk circuit. (Dried milk
rutes awti:I, especrally aher bcing
shipped rcross thc €ea.) Thc Ere
peu countries (md the USA by rhe
wav) have trcmcndous surPlws ol milk
md milk producrs which they havc
ben gwing away. India wu just one
r(rprent. Bur todav tic EEC commes
md the USA m tryrng to cnd thcr
subsidies to dairy fmen. This subJtrt
wa even a top item on thc agcnda of
the Visma smit o[ the Big Scvcn
industria.lized coutries in May 1987.
There were strct prctests of Eurcpean
dairy tmcn m the sme month."

A linal Imp of the cipit that nqls
to bc menrioned is the supprwion
mahuism. Sincc the cuiy 1970s thc
govcment ho been mpidly inarumg
rhe nmben of policemen, pmilitary
soldien, md Amy soldien to supprcss
a]i thc contmdictions of the circuir
oudired ab,:ve . But thew guworkers
have olten ben mited frcm the
rmks of the lmdless md the mcndv
dispossard (a we saw with regard to
Punjabis md Bihris), so even here thc
govemment is havmg prcbleru. Wirh
t}le risc in the number ofgunworkcn,
there hu been a eorcspondltg ri* rn
the oumbcr of police smkcs md riors. A
1983 swey of police stdlcs by m
Americm scholr obseryed, 'the lower
ranl<s of the police m oow prcpared to
emulare thc tactics of milirmt labor.
They will 5rilas md t}6y will or-
qmEe. '

One of the recons thev havc bcen
striking is the lousy working conditions:
much of thcrr work is now concemcd
vrth artacking nots and demonsrrariun\

ol worken. Accocding to rhis overiy
empinca.l schola. the incidence of riot-

rnc 'Dcr unit o[ PoPulation" (?) ha

ao"rui.a r-- 1965 to 1977 ' L^ 19'17 '
drc rcvenrlnent cs(mated that thcrc
*..I lo,mo riots of hve or more

poplc.

Thc Ecological
Couotenevolution

Beidcs thm vuious wial smrggla
which havc cmcrged md irteroiIicd
trcausc o[thc G.R., there m a]rc

orulounrl aologrcal conmdiciom.
ii^t ot all, drrenification. The acm-
ulanon o[ watcr in ccrtain ucl by
dos mc:m ric dePletion of watcr in
orher ucro. [n dris wav dm inigarton
dircdy conributes lo the rrurion of
defls in downsrrem ffis. Addiuon-
a.ily, thc cultivatioo of crcps with inor-
gmic fcnilizcr, pcsticids md mone
crcppmg deplctes thc topmil. [n ru
where thc G.R- fming techniquca
have bccn irupduccd, thc leniliry of
&c lmd ha rapidly dedined. As one
srudy put it, *re'G. R. is threatening to
convcn cvco fairly good lmds into
dcscn."'

Seondly: rcil sa.liqiation. With a.il

rhc udergrcud watcr being pumped
up by rubcwcUs ir Pm.;ab, tic soil is

becomng nueangly more saliac.
(md tius infenile).

"Itrirdly: rcil erosioo. The overal.l
pmes of deforcstation (thrcugh the
submerging o[fomt by dm, thc
dryirg up oI rmc lbrest leds by
daenilication, rhc cleuiag of lorests
ior lm lmd, md timbcr hwcsting)
leads dimdy ro rcil e rosion. Uitimate
iy, delbrestarron rrilslares into funher
deseni-Ecatioo. The G.R. lming
techniques alo contribute to ercsion.
Founhly: this rcil erosion lmps back
onto drc dms. lvlriny olthc dms ae
rapidly srlting up trom thc erosion ud
becomme inopcrable smner rhu rhe
govel:uent expects_

For the lndian pcoplc, rher four
pmesses me& a dcterioration in thc
us+value oi rhe iindmentals of lifc:
the lmd md thc water. Both desenifi-
cation md delbrestation have led ro rhe
exPropnailon ot people frcm the lmd.
For capital. rhey mean a dedine ir rhe
lud md chc ware/s uctrmqc value,
t e. a dedine n aqriculrural prcdunioo.
fhus. caprral s plmcrs have been
tryrnq ro co!rc with iud rcdmatron
lnd atlbrestatron oroiecrs. fhe lVorld
Banli hu ben adnsing ad tiracing
rhe Indiil govemment thr bor.h srrate
$es.

For exmple, lhe W.B. ha been
prnmorrng cucdllTltus trt cutrvarion
lor allomstatlon Ho*ever. chrs trec
uvs up i loi oi warer md ororides
4.rrher rlelwrcd. lqldcr. nor shede ibr

thc wi.llagen. Its appcai for thc W.B. is

rhat it grows quickJy md m bc uscd
lor papcr md mvon prcdrrctron; lt is m
'income genemtirg' smtegy [or rhe
villagen. Therc is nothirg lile protiting
hom both thc crcation of the disease
(dcforatatioo) md the seiline o[ rhc
cw (aforcstation). ltre W. B. krows
that thc prent nad is ro protit trom all
thc detruction tiey'vc bcen able to
inllict ir the pat forry yem: in May
1987 it muced the tripliag oi its
envimmental staff in Wahirgton
D.C.

The lndim plmcn' resgrnse to
drcughts md dcxrtiircation hro been
weathcr prediction. Pan ol their satel.
lite pogm (mmgcd mrh NASA)
md part of their su[Er-compurer pp
gm (negotiared with the US govem-
mcnt ir 1986) is wealher momtonng.

This wrll help them predict agncuitumi
pnxluccoo- lf there is drcreoed ranlatl
thev cm plm lbr looderain mrpons to
contrcl my uolts h the crrim due to
inseacd price of gmin, ud they can
piu lbr rcme warer delivery rchcmes ro
conrrol my potential rebdlions rn the
couryside duc to drcushr. Indim
brahmins used to impo* therr sxial
power thrcugh their concrol o[ ttre
wcarher md their monopoly oo arv
commmication wiril r-hc g*Js. Now
thev imgrsc rhcrr agncultural stmreq_v
mrh the help ot uteliito &rught lronr
Boston brahmins. Theu new murro
ae rhe binary computer luguagcs. I Is
it my coincidence u\at the hieh-tech
yupptm of Bo:ton m rnto oe rnystr.
cism oI Earem religroasl)

remember the lud we used to
have wq 6e'1 di*.st thar! We doo t
even have clothes ibr our bcrlv As
lbr food, if we eet.jawu {mille rl
the n we ear jawu, if we get milo
Isorqhum] we ear qrilo, il we rer
vegetables we eat them, il nor chen
chilis. We hrve ro ar dn birakn.
There is no rolk. Where wouid we
ger rnrlk? We have ro q6nl 13g.
gew {brcm sugarj tea wir}rout
mr1k. Ilgr"ain is avalable wc eat, if
noc we dnnk warer md qo to
slep.

The womm said she rvc readv ro go
raid a rich nrerchmCs house md'pu1l
and drag a big sack oi rarn' even
though she was old. 'Ihen she said:
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The World Bank has been promoting the eucalyphus tree,
which us€s a lot of water and provides neither fuelwood,
fodder nor shade for the villagers.

Shortcircuits

Now that we have gone *rmugh the
cimit md come hrll circle, from the
sateUites Uoatlng overhead in the sky to
thc upropriatcd ptrple ol India i.loar
ing acrcss the comtryside, we must
leave thc conc.ludinq statem€nls to one
ofthore who have been uprrcted. Al
elderly woma, who wo working on a

dm in lvla}taahra, *planed to Ciail
Omvcdt her vi*'on tq>d and the cias
strugglc:

Plenty of grain is grown in
India. But we worken buy it ar
high pnccs. We have to eat one-
half or one tburth oi a bhai<l {a
Ilat bread simila to a chapati
madc with millctl and when we
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Thorc who go our on ruche, who
act [or the protedon oltheir stomachs,
rhey will swive. Tho* who have no
hope , who grve up ud stay away
beaurc they rc afmid, they will not
livel"
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BeIipk Editions (P.O.Box 14740, Detroit, Michigan 48214\ has producet
or distributes a humber of pamphlets and bdoks whicir codld be o
interest to readers of Echanges. Among the available titles are:
-"wartime strikes. The struggle against the no- strike predge in thr
UAW during.W.orl{ - War II,, by Martin Glaberman. A trigtrtl
recommendable book dealing with wildcat strikes of the rank and fili: oi
the union of Auto worker-s. Firstly, the book is a history of thes(
struggles against the so-called'no-strike pledge'of the UAW during tht
*.?r. 4 majority of workers voted in support-of this pledge, but oi tht
other hand a.majg{ty9f them went anyrvay on wildiat st}ikes for their
interests. Things like this are by many fiersons, but not bv the author o;
this book, seen as a contradictibn, and ihe second obiective of the bool.
is to give an analysis of working class consciousness"in the light of thi:
experience, comparing gn{ ggn.trqsting working class activity wiih workinl
class statements of belief. This book contaiis importanf material ani
ana.lysis o-n the relationship between action and ^consciousness, 

and a
reyiewwill {ppear-in a later issue of Echanges. (158 pages -6 dollars)
-"The American worker" by Paul Romano ana riia Ston"e. Contains tht
two texts 'Life in the factory' and 'The Reconstruction of Society'. Thc
first was written in the 5.0s.by a worke-r in a General Motors planl and is
a description and analysis- of the life of workers in mddern mass
production. (70 pages - 2 dollars)
-"Puching out'by Martin Glabei'man. This small pamphret anarysis tht
development of the unions, particularly after theii estdblishmeni in thc.
US auto industry in the mid-30s. Manyexamples and points of view arc
based on the author's own experienie from the plants. It deals witli
questions like:
"why does a working man or woman chosen by his or hers fellows to
represent them, sooner or later turn against them? why does a worker,
when he is elected to union office, t*urn against his ciwn kind?", anrl
points out that for the workers "the union ani the contract have outlivecl
their usefulness". (Written 1952.32 pages - 0.50 dollar)
-"Mao as a Dialeitician,,.by &Iartih Glaberman. Miny persons nol
supporting the Chinese revoluluion or any kind of maoism haie expresse.l
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a greater or smaller appreciatioq o{ m-any.of Mlo's-lphilos-ophical'
*&kr. This pamphlet'deals particularly ivlttr "On C6ntradiction",
"On Practicl" ahd "On th6 Correct Handline of Contradiction
Among the People", or the basis of Hegel and- Lenin's studies of
Hegelllt does not simply dismiss Mao'sYphilosophy' as crude and
tririial, but shows that ii i3 a complete depa-rture fiom dialectics and
have nothingwhatsoever to do wilh philosophy. The last of the above
mentioned works is summarized as follows:
"The role of the Communist Party as the maker of history instead of
the masses...The catesories (workine class. boureeoisi6) made so
rigid and meaningless Thut thiy are jlggled any wly whilh pleases
MIao. Classes witf,out class struggle (oi, if necessary, class_struggle
without classes)." The pamphlef also'contains the article "Lenin vs.
Althusser". (25 pages -1 dollar)
-"Essays on Marx'I Theory of Value" by I.I.Rubin. Simply one of the
best works on this subiect. (5 dollars)
-"Hungary'56" by A.Anderion. (5 dollars. Has also been distrubuted
by Echanges for many years in English and French.)
-'iPoland"lg70 7l Ca'pitalism andtlass Struggle" 6y Henri Simon.
(117 paees, 5 dollari) Written by among others a participant in
b,chafig;s. imporlant io. an underitanding-of the class natur6 of the
then Eistern European countries and the struggles that took place
under these regimes.
-" 'Be His Payment High or Low': The Arnerican Working Class in the
60's" by Maitin Glaberman. Deals with the conflict between unions
and rank and file workers, with examples primarily from auto and
steel.Also includes the article "UAW Strongman: Reuther in
Retrospect" . (24 pages - 0,50 dollar)
-"The Working Cliss*& Social Chang6" by M.Glaberrna!. A collection
of 'four essays on the working class': "Marxist Views of the _W.orking
Class", "LJnions versus Workers in the Seventies:The Rise of Militanry
in the Auto Industry", a review of S. Aronowitz's 'False pro.mises',
and "The Americah Working Class in Historical Perspective" (a
discussion of J.Brecher's book'Strike!'). (42pases -1 dollar)
-"Theory and Practice" by M.Glabermdn.'n pbtitical report to a 1968
conference of the Facing Reality group. (18 pages - 1 dollar)
-C.L.R.James. A number of works by James are distributed, among
them "Notes on Dialectics" (231 iages - 6.95 dollars), "Facing
Reality" (with Grace Lee and Pierre Chaulieu, 1]!pqgg.t - 6 dollars.)
and "State Capitalism and World Revolution" (7.95 dollars), as-well
as the Paul Bdhle anthology "C.L.R.James: His Life and Work".

Discussion Bulletin (P.O.Box 1564, Grand Rapids, MI49501) No.38/

@n of the UK Anarchist C<jmmunist Feddration -
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critique,from a'left communist',-9f lhe Interrogations text "countering
the mystique of the proletariat" -Leaflets of the Socialist parry oT
canada ("The Federal elections - Should we leave politics to- the
politicians?" and the Socialist Labor Party ("Capitalism: It can't last
forever").- I,Saflet of Wildcat/Subver_sion'1"The'Left - Enemy of rhe
working cl ass". -Larry Gambone: Two Menshevi ks, Axelrod a nd'Martov
(A brief attempt at giving another view of two'left Menshevi ks' than the
traditional leninist one, focusing o.n guestions Iike the elite/professiona I

pqrty and the possibility of s-ocialfsm in Russia, with r'eference to
discussions and events at the time, and saying for example that Axelrod
in 1903 characterised Lenin as a'Jacobin'lnd'that Martbw foresaw state
capitalism in Russia. This article has been translated, with a critical
comment, in a recent issue of the Dutch journal Daad en Gedachte).
we can.only recommend the Discussion "Bulletin, 

which contains .Jny
interesting articles and discussions. There are important difference.t
between Echanges and the concerns of the DB as ivell as much of the
materialin it, but we will return to these questions as well as information
about other issues of the journal in a latbr issue.

Flctsheet .Five (Mike Gunderloy, 6 Arizona Ave.. Rensselaer, Ny
V144-4502.). Echanges has received a number of copies of Factsheel
Five and will-regularly review i! lrom now on. This is a quite remarkable
journal,which manypeoplewillfind extremely useful. FF is published six
times ayear and each issue is around 130 pae-es. what you basicallv find
in each issues are hundreds of review of m'aelzines. iournals. oa-ohl*tr.
comics, p.letry publ ica tions, m usic j-o y qnais, video"s recordsita pes/CD;
etc, as well as addresses ang prices of this. The journal clearly his a kind
of 'libertarian' leanjng ald the.13mq of th.e publisher wilr bL known by
lome people from leftwing publications like Discussion Bulletin. yol
find (almost always very bribQ reviews of all kinds of socialist/labour/
history/social publications Ii ke workers Democracy. I ndustri al worker,
The Socialist, Anarchist Labor Bulletin. Blueprint for Social Justice,
Ecosocialist Bulletin, Pittsburg History, Diiectory of Libertarian
Periodicals, Green Anarclrist, Left Busiriess observer, New Unionist,
Anarchy etc.etc.etc........ But you also find everything erse: caribbean
Newsletter - The Chaos Network - Gay Community Ndws - The Shaman
Lup"rr - climbing - Monster & Movies - wrestling p6rspective - vegetarian
voice..... Factsheet Five also contains a lot on-alternative publishing.
The journal is distributed on all continents and is an excelleirt way to [et
knowledge abouta lotof material aswell as forpublishers to ma(e th?ir
material known to others. A faithful description of it is difficult to sive.
:o ye :ggggsl that those who are interested send for an issue (3 dollars
in the uq, 7 dollars outside US) to see what it's like and to get ill details
about subscriptions and paym6nt.



Labor Notes (7435 Michigan Avenue, Detroit, Ml 48210. Monthly,
around 16 pages, subscription in the US 10 dollars) No.133/April 90:
Will peace ioitloUst (on the consequences of the end ofthe cokiwar on
the US economy) -Pittston miners strike: Health care issues remains as
strikers return to work - Greyhound workers battle strikebreakers to stop
third concessionary contract. No.134/lvlay 90: Puerto Rico general
stri ke dema nds,'Siop privatizati,oni- eiwe-iana teachers organlzing to
control their schools - Greyhound still can't fill buses; files 30 million
dollar suit against union - Several texts on the Teamsters and the
Teamsters Reform candidate for union presidency.

Anarchy - A journal of Desire Armed (c/o CAL POB 1446, Columbia,
irntries - The Mass Psychology of

Misery (John Zerzan) - Environmental crisis in Eastern Europe.

Fifth Estate (4632 Second Avenue, Detroit, MI 48201) Vol.25. no.1/
SummA90l5b years after her death; Emma boldman, dn7fiffiEtion
- 20 years later, State murder of a Black Panther, FBI war on the Black
Panthers - Book review; Re-visioning 'The Strait' by Fredy Perlman
(Black and Red) (Taking the Michigan Peninsula as setting the Strait
sings of those who resisted the European invader telling us how and why)
- The solution to pollution is revolution; Earth Day or Capital Spectacle;
we want a festival of the oppressed -Rerycling and liberal reform - Who
can stop the Apocalypse (Rudolph Bahro) - Review of the film'Roger
and Me'.

Midnieht Notes (Box 204. Jamaica Plain, MA 02130) In Echanges no"64
*e fiA;rticles irom this journal on struggles of girment wolkers and
teachers in Mexico, and in this issue we publish an article from it on class
struggles in India. We know nothing about the group behind this journal,
but there obviously a link with the journal 'Zerowork' from the 70's.
Midnight Notes contains a number of articles of interest. The issues we
have seen are:
Vol.IIAIo.l 1980): The work/energy crisis and the apocalypse (Published
this year in German, together with two other Midnight Notes articles, as
an issue of 'Thekla', a journal of the German Wildcat group. The text is
presented by them as part of the analysis of the M.N. collective of the
'international class situation', focusing on the'energy crisis' fromt974
onwards and the connections between'energy crisis'and class struggles,
the development of capitalism as a result of the class struggles in its
various forms and areas: technical composition of capital and thereby
labour, ideology and the role of natural sciences, reproduction of the

6changes no 6-5 2l

commodity labour power and domestic work...)'
No.7 (1984): I.emming Notes (on the left and ttie working crass: "we've
seen our needs and the underlying motion of the class ii the refusal ot
work and the demand for the wealth we have already produced, an end
to capitalist command in all areas of our Iife; and we hire seen the class
.stpggtg.make visible the possibilities and the desires. But, we think, the
left in this rycle of struggles has had little or nothing to do with our deiirei
or with the struggles of the class. Rather, despitE important action on
nrany issues, the left, at root, ended up attacking the aeinands of the class
and thus f "lf* to destroya rycle of siruggre wh"ich propelled 

"ipitot 
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deep crisis." These notes include a review of Andie Gorr" Faiewell to
the working class'.) - Struggles of students at Medgar Evers corr"g".
Brooklyn.
Nq.8 (1985): A conceptualisation of the law in the manifols of work -
Policing us -Prison woik notes - The delivery of Newgate - Substructiorr
in the class/room struggle - lY.glibeyond Ma"rx & Ma# beyond midnighr.
No.9 (1988): Social sfruggles in Mexico: Introductionllas costureras
(*glgn garment workers)/The uses of an earthquake/Teachers' strus,sles
in chiapas.-VrPo on the Barbary shore: Libya. the oil prl." in8iti"
u^.S.. p9lled - {esistance to the plan has been h6avy: The ciass struggLei
of the Green Revolution of In<iia.
The issues of Midnight Notes which we haven't seen, have the following
titles:
Strange victories - No future notes - Space notes - Computer state notes
- Posthumous notes.
Subscriptions for two issues 7 dollars in the US and 10 dollars outside -
back issues are 4 and 5 dollars respectively for each issue.

Workers Info Rag See UK section.

Middle East conflict Extracts from a letter from a comrade on the US
w_est coast (Sept.90):
Nothing mtg! happens here. The activity in whatwe call "the Left" is at
point zero. without any doubt, manypeople feel that serious thinking is
more necessary than ever now that most of our vocabularv" is
meaningless...what is. what could be socialism? It will take some time...rlyhat
will take place in East Europe will be most important.
There has been very little organized oppositiontothe military adventure
in the Middle East, nothin[rompqra.bre euen to th; ;i;;.iui" 

".ii"ttyagainst US.involvement in cential America...Many reasons: 1) Thi)
above mentioned atmosphere of discouragement 2y fhe fao, diffi6ult to
swallow fgl TSnyfr.agllale Americans, ihat you ca nnot choos. : yo,
can be with Ho Chi Minh or ortega. againJt Nixon or Reagan...yo,,
cannot be with Saddam Hussein... 3)The-possible involvem"niof Isiael
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inhibits, I think, a certain number of people who consider themselves as

Jews...
Now, the attitude of the population maychange...So far, nobloodhas

been shed...Also the cost - with Arab help - is not catastrophic buf that
may change...Everybody knows that that time wat would not be for
cl e ri ocra c!. fre e dom or dven Jesus Christ! The reasons for that adventure
are multiple...I think that the US desire to anchor solidly its power (and
it means'oil) on Isreal and Saudi Arabia is the main one, pu! many
Americans (now also that domestic interests play a role: revalorization
of US petrole. new profits for war industry, morg prestige for the 4**y,
ta king'the public atiention away for the coming elections, etc..., wait and
see...

Falling waees belie claims of 'low' unemployment The following extracts
from an article with this title in the Sep.9, 1989 issue of The People should
be seen together with the 'Union bargaining report' from the same paper
reproduced in Echanges no. 60 p.25:
"...the buying power of workers'average weekly wages isn't going up at
all. Ir's going down, despite the economic recovery and expansion
economiits say began in Novernb er 1982.
...according to theBureau of Labor Statistics, average weglqy earnings
were only 3.2 percent'higher'in June 1989 than in June 1988. But the
cost of living rose 5,2 pErcent during the same period, according to
government figures that notoriously understate what it takes for workers
to make ends meet.
The result was a decline in wages' buying power. In fact, buying power
in June was lower than in November 1982.
Workers in big unions aren't doing much, if any, better. First-year wage
increases in ciontra.cts_negotiated"during the iirst six months of 1959
nominally averaged 3,7 percent. But consumer prices rose at an annual
rate of 5,9 percent during the same period.
Moreover, iverage effective wage incieases for 6 million workers covered
by major union contracts were only 1,5 percent during the first six months
oi theyear - about half the reported rise in the cost of living.
...there is nothing really all that low about 5,2 percent unemployment,
the official figure for July. That still means almost 6,5 million jobless by
the government's account, with million more jobless workers not even
counted. That's more than enough competition to help keep wages
down.

'Some economists consider the low unemployment rate misleading',
the fimes reported. 'Parttime employees and temporary workers, for
example, are counted among the employed, helping to hold down the
(official) unemployment rate. (Th"y repiesent more than 20 percent of
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of all jobholders.) But they do not push so hard for higher wages as do
fulltimers. Empl6yers, knowing this, keep wage pr6ssrres iown by
maintaining a mix of parttimers, temporarywork-ers and fulltimers, said
J.Norwood, commissioner of the Bureau of Labor Statistics.'
Other factors the Times cites as contributing to the ongoing erosion of

wages include: 'the mass layoffs of the early 1980s, the erosibn of union
power, the frequenrywithwhich employers closed factories and switched
production to low-wage countries and the great concern over job security.'

(The Peop\,9!4Industrial Ave., Palo 4lto, CA 94303, is the fortnightly
paper of the Socialist Labor Party. For a review of the paper, see
Echanges no.62 p.51.

Libertarian Labor Review - A.Iournal of Anarcho-Syndicalist Ideas and
Discussion (Box2824 Station A, Champaign, IL 61820) We have seen
some issues'of this journal, and the conten"ts lists of other issues. LLR
adheres to the 'Principles of revolutionary syndicalism' adopted at the
1922 Berlin congress of rhe Internationil workers Asiociation -
reproduced in each issue of the journal.
Nq.1: Anarchism and modern technology- The fourhour day - Labor law
today -Bolivia. No.2: The Spanish rei6lution - Protectioirism - Anti-
labor law, part ll. No.3/Summer 87: Revolutionary union news (on
syndicalist irnions/groups in Bolivia, Spain, Hollan'd, Brazil ana in"
Iww in the uS) - Rebuilding.the I_taliari syndicalist union - Struggles in
European ports (from La Es-tiba, Dec.86i- New unions in Centlil and
North America (Guatemala, USA, Mexico, including about Mexican
garment workers - see Echanges 64) - Independent unibnism in Easterrr
Europe - Origins of anarcho syndicalism (by veteran syndicalist Sam
DolgofQ -_Ben Fletcher, Pioneer Black Syndicalist (on rhe activiry ol'a
veteran IWW member: organisation of Philadelphia black docki:rs in
!973, activity during WWI...) - Which way for l-abor after Hormel? -
Book reveiws and letters. No.4: The IWW and revolutionary unionism
- Selfmanagement in the Russian revolution - South Africa: Nationalization
orworkers control- No.5: Nicaragua - Worker ownership - High tech and
direct action - The suicidial <i-ecline of the business unions - The
(conservative) role of Marxism in the labor movement - Debates on
Technology and the four hour day. No.6: The sections 'Wobbles' and
'International notes' contains brief remarks on syndicalist organisations,
uni<lns, strikes, leftrving groups and meetings, etc - Anarcho iyndicalisnt
and the environmental movement - Revolutionary unionism confronts
deep ecology - Revolutionary unionism in Brazil: the COB - Bakunin on
union democrary - Reviews of books on labor and labor history (Among
them, "Min-Ju No Jo: South Korea's New Trade LJnions", "The FragilE
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Bridge: Paterson Silk Strike 1913", "New Orleans dockworkers", "Taking
on General Motors: A Case Study of the UAW Campaign to Keep GM
Van Nuys Op"n") - Letters on Nicaragua, the journal'Workers Democracy'
and the environment.

LLR is published twice a year. Even if we would have differences with
some ideas expressed in the journal, a subscription can be recommended.
Apart from being a very well produced journal, it contains much analysis
and information
which are useful. Further remarks on LLR and other issues of the journal
will appear in future issues of Echanges.

Deepenine Slump Hits Auto Industry Extracts from this article in The
People Jan.13, 1990: "Last November sales of cars and trucks were
almost 12 percent lower than in November 1988....The auto companies
are cutting back production and laying off workers. The Big Three will
have 4-5 of their 63 assembly plants in the US and Canada closed at some
time during this month. Almost 120.000 auto workers will be on short-
ternr layoff sometime during the month....The Big Three are said to be
unconrpetitive with their Japanese rivals. Import quotas have backfired,
with several japanese companies opening plants in the US and
outcompeting Detroit with cars built here..."

"Invisible workers" seek their rights Extracts from an article in News &
Letters Jan-Feb 1990:
"New York. -The 'invisible worker'that keep the economy going just as
sure as those in large-scale industry are usually unseen by the press
unless a tragedy happens, as occurred this fall with the crash of a van
carrying Haitian workers from Brooklyn to their jobs in various Long
island factories...But the daily tragedy of the living and working conditions
of hundreds of thousands ofworkers like these goes unrecorded.

I have many friends who are "undocumented" workers. That is, they
are violating the government's "pass laws" by living and working here.
They do not look or act any different than other workers. They want the
same things...

My friend from Uruguay sold his labor power at a supermarket: "I
worked hard, 16 hours straight with just 40 minutes off. They paid me 18
dollars. Another man who works there puts in 12 to 74 houri every day
and gets 200 dollars a week. See how they take advantage when they
know you have no papers..."
An older worker from Peru, Tio, went to work for a man who owns five

drycleaners in the Bronx, who said he wanted to train him to manage one
of the stores. Tio worked 12 hours a day plus 10 hours on Saturdays. Six
months later he realizes he's been had,5dcause the boss knows he fias no
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papers and has no intention of letting him learn pressing or spot
iemoving or anything that would let him get another job.
We know that workers everywhere long for a better way of life. That is

humanity asserting itself. How can these "invisible workers", living in
the cracks of society, with no rights, no voice, no union, no vacations, no
medical benefits; for the most parts no social security, no compensation,
no disability; how can these workers resist this explaoitation?
Because I do notwant to jeopardize anyone, let us just say that there are

many creative ways workers have found to get around the repressive
immigration laws. "LJndocumented" immigration has not been stopped.
There are new "undocumented" workers finding a way to survive and
support their families every day.

Getting around the law often costs thousands of dollars. That means
getting loans, finding credit, then the constant hustle to pay off creditors.
There is time only for work, finding extra jobs, odd jobs. Sunday is nc-r

different than Monday. Five to fifteen workers share one apartment.
several families share an apartment. They don't do it "because they like
to live that way", as I have heard some insensitive or stupid people say.
With rents in N.Y. at $1,000 there is no other way.

The other form of resistance is the cooperation among immigrant
workers. My friends constantly seek work or better work not only for
themselves, but for a friend or family member. When one has a job, her

or she supports others, sometimes nearly strangers, till they get a job"
This cooperation seemed so natural to me, I did not think of it as a form

of resistance to the employers and the state. But without that solidari[l.
I don't know how these workers would survive."

News & Letters (59 E. Van Buren, Room 707, Chicago, lL 6060-5) Jan.90
also contains the following as well as other material: The world after
Malta summit Bush's Panama invasion; Gorbachev and the East European
uprisings - Boston's racism unmasked - Two documents on Raya
Dunayevskaya and the black question: The article "Dunayevskaya vs.
Lukacs on the creativity of cognition.Paths to internalizing the Idea of
Freedom" and R.D.'s own article "World View of Black Dimension" -

A lot of readers' letters - Eyewitness report: El Salvador at war - Brazil
elections: why Lula lost - East German youth in protest - India after
elections -
United Automobile Workers (UAW) aids Chrysler closing (A surprising
- for the workers - announcement in November 89 of the closure in a
couple of months of the ChryslerJefferson plantin Detroit. Theworkers'
answered by withdrawing from all cooperative programs agreed in the
union contract - the same contract that'guaranteed' employment until
the new Jefferson plant was supposed to be in operation in 1991...Workers
feel 'betrayed'both by management and union) -



;"-,,, ;;;;", ", ,"0 and tire (A tark with- some or the 150
sanitaiion workers of Weitern Waste Management Company in Detroit
who walked off the job in December 89 in a one-day wildcat against the
cornpany and the Teamsters union. The wildcat was sparked off by the
workers getting a 50 cent wage increase without being consulted by the
union at all. But the main demand was against forced overtime. Even if
the strike was not a victory, the workers at least got overtime PaYz and a

feeling that they could take matters in their own hands independent of
the union.)

Capital. Unions and the State
A futter with this title from an American comrade in Echanges no.61
contained remarks on the situation in the press and the print unions,
including the difficult situation of the Newspaper Guild. The- following
article from Financial Times 1919190 gives some additional information:

'oNew York Post reprieved after staff agree pay cuts.
The New York post, one of New York's-three tabloids, has been hauled
back frorn the 

-brink of closure as all L0 unions represented at the
newspaper finally agreed to take big pay cuts...
The'lait union t'o d"ecide was the NEwspaper Guild, representing more

than 350 journalists andworkers in adveitisingand circulation. Members
voted on-the deal at a packed and highly charged meeting - approving it
by a vote of 242 to 45.

The owner of the loss-making Post since 1988, has said he would no
longer cover the paper's deficifs in the absence of a deal. He had been
looking for wage cuts of 20 million $.
The proposals hammered out with the various unions involved Guild

workeis s*itching to a four day week and thus an effective 20 percent
wage cut" This wi-il save an estimated 5 million $. Other unions agreed
las[week to cuts worth about 15 million $ in total.

Yesterday edition of the Post celebrated the Guild's vote in typical
style. "Yes!" was blazoned across its front page in letters at least five
inches high, with the picture of a beaming production worker alongside.
"union vote saves Post", ran the accompanying strapline.
The Guild reached its decision after a painful and sometimes passionate

debate. Many members felt the choice had become stark and that cuts or
closure were the only scenarios - a stance which Guild officials backed.

However, some employees remained more sceptical, suggesting that
workers were "knuckling under" to the owner's demands. Views on how
long the Post's reprieve may last also vary. Some industry analysts
remain cautious, questioning whether the city can support four daily
papers."

AI-]STRALIA

-From Australian or other readers we are interested in receiving articles,
newspaper cuttings etc. on class struggle and social conditions in Ausfi'alia
and New Zealand. Australia has seen important conflicts the last years.
like the pilots strike, Melbourne tramwayworkers, Melbourne Board of
W orks maintenance workers, te achers strikes. steelworkers, Cock at o ct

Dockyard workers, train drivers at Robe River - many of them conflicts
which we know too little about.

-In a future issue we will try to give some information about alternative
publications we know about from Australia and New Zealand, but could
need the help from readers also in this.

-The articlewe publish below deal with something else, namely a small
group of Greens in Sydney. Itwas first published in September' 87 in the
Dutih journal Daad en Gedachte and later in German in the journal Die
Aktion. (Thosewho can make use of versions in these languages can get
it from Echanges.)
The following English translation by the author has rccently been
somewhat coirected and a few footnotes added. It is published here not
onlybecause an English translation now exists. Apart from that Australia
is d country about which little has appeared in Echanges. a number ol
counties, and lately also Australia, has seen a growth in Green movements/
parties - and important changes in these groups from 'alternative
movements' to more traditional political parties as they grow and gain
political influence. This article deals with a small group whiclt has no
-such 

aspirations, but having ideas it is useful to look at fi'aternally. but
critically.

RH 9/90

IN AUSTRALIA THE GREENS ARE DIFTERENT FROM THE GREENS
ELSEWHERE

"We are not interested in exercising power over people. We are not a
party interested in the governmentof people....Our aim, if you like, is the
ininimum of government by the maximum number....When people say
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they don't want this or that in their locality they ar9 implicitly claiming
the-right to determine what happens in their locality....But we do not
believe the aspiration for freedom and self-determination is just local....It
comes to the fore whenever the people decide to take a hand in making
their history: Poland 1980-81, France 1968, the Tchechoslovak capital
Prague 1968, Spain 1936-37, Germany 19L8, Russia 1917, the Paris
Commune 1871, the Chartists..."

The words quoted above are from a draft manifesto of a presentation to
the public by the Greens in Sydney. We saw the text recently, but it was
written two years ago. Since then, these Greens attracted little attention.
Outside Sydney they are hardly known and to be true they are only known
in certain parts of this town also, where they have been very active and
opposed the plans ofproject operators and speculators.
if we are rifht, one of the reaions why these Greens are unknown and

not very nunierous and why they are without a big political influence, is
that they - totally different fromthe Greens in west Germanywho assert
themselves as a political party - don't strive for success, many members,
influence or power for themselves. (1) What they have done so far, is the
distribution of publications in which they stressed that they didn't want
to develop dogmatic opinions, were not frying to build a cadre, didn't go
forth to recruit followers - butonlywanted to make itvery clearto p,eoP!e
that they should take their owri fate in their own hands and decide
matters by themselves, and that if they didn't, others would decide for
them.

In the text we speak about, the Greens in Sydney don't talk about the
social development of the capitalist mode of production nor about the
class contradiction which is itd consequence. They are without any doubt
'idealists'. They trace the shape of soiiety as theyhantit and con6eive it.
However, the inost important thing in fhis draft manifesto is that they
oppose very clearly a 'ddmocracy frofrr below' to the'bourgeois democracy'
which exisis also in Australia. 'l'hey develop a sort of econornic program-
in which they advocate 'self-deteimination and democratic control of
prod ucti on' and'economic equality'. And with' economic equality' they
mean that the producers must have authority over the productive
process so that everybody can in the same way dispose of the produced
goods.- 

The Sydney Greens don't present us with a social analysis, don't spea\
abrout the contradiction between capital an-d Iabour (or hardly.not) and
don't speak aboutworkers councils. Nevertheless. they have opinions on
the sutiject of how decisions should be made in the future society which
reminds us of the praxis of workers councils. We said, and repeat, that
these Greens have ideas about the way in which decisions should be

made. They don't pay any attention to the way the future society is rising
out.of the existing one. They draw up what they want and wish. Th"v
explain their ideals.

However, if one can see from their draft manifesto that the foundation
of the new society will be the existence of democratic units of government,
directly accountable to their electors and that probably the fiunicipality
will be the basic unit where decisions will bi: taken'about the tise o'f
resources and raw materials or in which way economic activities shall
take place - then the similarity with work6rs councils comes to the
foreground. Especially because fhey saythatall this is self-determination
in the factories and in theworkplaces aird thattherewill be an immediate
relation between the place of work and the place of living and not a
contradiction between factory and residential-quarter.

All this may be 'idealistic' l5ecause it is not bdsed on a social analvsis
or a historical pelspective, but one can't deny that the ideas and progia nr
of these sydney Grbens have a di stinctively a nti-ca pi ta I ist te nde nry."Th i s
was also very clear from what one of them told us'when we talked witlr
tf"q. During these talks we learned that just like ourselves. they clirl
absolutely not appreciate the socalled traditional 'labour movement'
which you of course also find on the Australian continent. About this
traditional movement they said the same things as we say here in Europe
about the'old labour movement', namely th;t it promot"s the intereits
of the progressive part of the ruling class and that one can't see much
difference between the Australian Labour Party and its liberal ancl
conservative opponents. (2)

The Greens we met were surely workers and their opinions about lhe
political parties and politicians in Australia were jusi the same as the
opinions of European workers about parties and politicians here. However,
we had the impression that these Airstralians expressed themselves in a
terminology which was used by workers in some European countries
long ago. They were Australian workers but they were 'idealistic'
workers. We were not surprised thatwhen refering to historical examples,
the French events of May-'68 and the Spanish expEriences of '36-'37 were
put forward, but for example not those of Hungarv'56 or East Germanv
'53. A-s.we. see.it, this is beiause the'idealism'oTtfie Sydney Greens is air
anarchistinspired idealism. Inspired by anarchism, but not"identical with
it.(3)

when we discussed, one of the Greens refered to the theories of
Rudolf Bahro, former citizen of East Germany 1nd a critic of its system
who had emigrated to west Germany. Bahro defends what he cills 'a
socialist point of-view'. More or less he has a position similar to the
czechs who in '68 strived for'communism with i human face'. That is,
we think, the reason why in the draft manifesto the Czech events are
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mentioned. However, we don't think that what is defended by Bahro and
his Czech companions has anything to do with socialism if this is
understood as proletarian democracy, self-determination of the producers
over the means of production or social equality. It seems thatthe Sydney
Greens don't see this because of their 'idealism'.(4)

I n the part of their program about 'democracy from below', the Sydney
Greens speak about the transformation of the existing institutions of
power into institutions which directly obey the will of the people. As
institutions not obeying the demands of the people, they see the State,
the parties and the trade unions fiust like we do).-They add that socalled
vanguard parties and trade unions never wanted to cieate anything else
than a reformed State. Logically, they also oppose the different types of
bolshevism. So they reject any form of domination and every type of
hierarchic structure. Nevertheless, the Sydney Greens took part - in the
past and in 1987 - in local elections. They acted as candidates whowanted
first of all to promote the interestof the inhabitants of the quarters. (The
c lections were held to choose councils in the quarters.) These candidates
wanted to oppose pollution and to protect the city green which was
threatened. In this respect the Sydney Greens stand for the same things
as the Greens elsewhere. Likewise they oppose the increasing poisoning
of the soil, the use of land for the only purpose of making profit, and the
use of nuclear energy.

In the'economic part' of their program they point to the necessity that
members of local organs must be recalled if necessary. This on behalf of
their wish to democratise these institutions. They also make it clear that
what they understand by'self-determination' has nothing to do with the
socalled 'participation of the workers' or the socalled 'workers control'
in a nationalised industry.

In the same paragraph they advocate'a guaranteed minimum wage for
everybody over 15, - or good public conveniences, a better tax system and
such a reform of the wage system so that wage differences become
smaller and an aristocracy of better paid workers will disappear'. It is
precisely this demand which proves that the Sydney Greens don't realise
the essence of the wages system and the commodity producing system.
The logical consequence of this is a clear utopian and idealist, and
sometimes a little bit naive, character of what they want to be realised.

The program we deal with contains - of course we should say - a large
chapter on the municipial environmentand cityplanning.We don'twant
to describe this in detail, because our readers can guess what it contains.
But the Greens in Sydney say very clear, and more clearly than Greens
elsewhere, that the planning of the authorities in office id a planning in
favour of the rich and that it totally neglects the wishes and interesti of
the common woman or man.
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Here and elsewherein their program they oppose the strivings towards
a continuous industrial and technical growth, which they consider a
threat to the survival-of society. But they don't link this to the activity of
capital and itsstrive for accumulation. That is why their demands in-the
field of municipial development to us seem idealistic once again. ]{ere
we also have to do with a program of wishes - they don'[ have the
character of an analysis of developments and necessities. Furthermore.
the mere fact that these Greens hardly speak about the struggle of the
working class, the fact that they alsd -^despite their criticii attitude
towards the trade unions - attribute to these institutions a function in the
new society, gives a good insight into their position. We want to call thent
a group of very sy-mpathic and goodwillingpeople, free from aspirations
fglpo-wer, not effected bythe political corruptionwhich is typicil for the,
old labour movement a!_4 not-integrated into the existing iociety as for
example the Greens in West Germany.

Of course the 'idealis+' of the Sydney Greens has a bourgeois root as
idealism always has and as such it is doomed to infertility. Reading some
old. a-narchist publications, we discover a language an<i an atmoiphere
which in 11oy respects is similar to whatwe find in the text of the Sj,dney
Greens. That is not accidential, we think. It is not exactly the-same
language_and_atmosphere. There are differences which partly can be
explained !ythg fact that the Sydney Greens are operatinil in 6nd have
formulated their demands and ideals in another-time and period ot'
capitalist development. We see them as children of a time wherein the
old labour movement has lost its meaning for the working class and a new
movement of the workers themselves has not yet or hardly come into
being. In such a situation groups like these Greens, to which if we are not
wrong many workers belong, operate in a vacuum.

Even if as we said ab_ove they are not integrated in capitalist society
like the West German Greens, ihis tells us litlle about wliat they can be
or will be tomorrow. If they will develop in the same directioir as the
German Greens or not, depends less on their will than on the social
conditions, which in general less and less favours any form of idealism.

(f ) The development of the west German Greens have been covered in
many articles in Daad en Gedachte, but these articles have not appearecl
in Echanges.
(2) For sgme material on Australia in recent issues of Echanges, see no.
54 and 63.
(3) About East Germany'53, Hungary '56 and France '68 some material
is available from Echanges - see the List of publications in this issue.
(4) About this and other points relevant also tb whatwe say in this article.
see the critique of the East German 'United Left' in Echanges no. 64.
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UNITEDKINGDOM
UK POST WORKERS:

-For an analysis of the resistance of the post workers and the 1988
strike, see Echanges no.58.

Letter Bomb (c/o Box 74, 136 Kingsland High St., London E8)
N.EdCiri practically only on"e article "on ttre UCW (Uriion of
Communication Workers). It is a comment on the opinion of a branch
secretary of the this union that the workers must not show their
dissatisfaction with the UCW over certain issues "in front of the Post
Office management" and that the workers have to agree "with a new
style management" (which includes for example Sunday collection of
mail).

No.2 "Our strike". It is a good example of local strikes in the Post
Office. This time a nine day strike for the defence of a worker
"suspended for refusing to start coding L8 minutes earlier than had
previouslybeen agreed". The strike ended abruptlywith abacktowork
agreement signed by the union amongst a lot of manipulations.

No.2 contains this short presentation:
"'Ihe writers of this leaflet are completely opposed to all social systems
based on authoriqr, work and the exchange of commodities, i.e.
everything that, in most parts of the world, turns life into a mere
struggle for survival. We look forward to the day when this office, and
all other industrial complexes, will be burnt to the ground or put to
better use (eg parties). We are not in any political party and are
opposed to all such organisations, be they Left or Right, because we
believe that the emancipation of the proletariat (the oppressed majority)
can only be achieved by the proletariat itsell without leaders oi
representatives. "

No.3 On the sacking of a postman (who also was a union official) and
the manipulation of the secret ballot to prevent a wildcat strike.

Internationalist Perspective - Journal of the 'External Fraction of the
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ICC' - see Belgium section in this issue of Echanges.

Radical Magazines - Booksellers - Publishers
'Radical Bookseller' (265 Seven Sisters R-oad, London N4 2DE) is a
journal trying to give regular reports of 'developments in radical
publishing and radical bookselling'a!d each issue iontains'listings of
new radical titles compiled, !y the London Labour Library'. Iihas
published special issues with lists of Radical Publishers-and 150
Radical Bookshops in Britain and lreland and the recent no. 71 is a
special issue (24 pages) on Radical Magazines. Newspapers and
Journals. Prices for each of these are 1,50 pounds plus 2-5ppostage.
The list in no.71 is compiled mainly via UK booksliops and iontains
also non-UKmaterial. Echanges is mentioned in this iisue, describing
itself in the following way:
"Editions in French and English, articles on class struggle all over the
world; discussions on its meaning and the evolution of capitalism,
plus reviews".
Th9 jg,urgal and the special issues could be of interest for many
individuals, groups and journals. Subscriptions are 

.10 pounds, and
advertising rates are 60 pounds for a full A-4 page and-pro-rata for
half, quarter and one-sixth pages.

SINEWS - bulletin o! the Spanish Information Network. See Spain
section in this issue of Echanges.

Anti poll tax movement
Papers of the left is naturally full of material on this struggle, as can be
seen also from the reviews below.

In Echanges no.63 we published the article "United Kingdom. Some
considerations on recent events". This article tried to avoid the traps
of focus_sing only_on. the specific violent actions in these struggles,
seeing this struggle in isolation etc., but instead to situate it fn the
context of the general development of the basic class conflict in Brit ish
society after the second world war. [t could with advantage be read
again.

Readers could also be interested in the article "Who's afraid of the
Tcurity state?" in Echanges no.56. At a time we considered republishing
this article in connection with the poll tax struggles. It deals with a
different subject: the control and surveillance ln West Germany,

-1.'r
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opposition to the 1988 national census and the attempts to
oiganise this opposition. But it contains some highly
relevantinformations and analysis about the whole radical
spectrum's failed attempts to organise and express the widespread
opposition to the national census and giving the information the
government wanted.

Workers'Info-Rag No.7/April90: This is a 4 page special issue
on the poll tax riot 31 March, '90 entitled'The destruction of the
UK's mirror of comsumption'. A short presentation tells us that:
'The British poll tax is something exasperatingto understand for
most people outside the UK. The response to it is not so difficult
to understand. The following text sent by some friends who saw
and understood what was happening is a unique piece of reporting.
'Ihe piece speaks for itself.'
It is indeed a reportage and its tune is given atfirstfor'the biggest
riot central London has experienced this century and possibly
the biggest since the glorious days of the Gordon riots of 1780'
and it is like it up to the conclusion of the article: 'Many are
reckoning on further big trouble throughout UK society saying a
May 68 is in the air.' It is somewhat difficult to follow this
overestimation of these events even if we can agree with most of
the remarks and analysis. The weakness of the text is precisely its
reportage qualities; the lack of an economic and social global
analysis.
Workers' Info-Rag, whose previous issues has been mentioned
in back issues of Echanges, presents itself in the following way:

"Workers' Info-Rag is an occasional information bulletin relating
to anti-capitalist and anti-state struggles.It is not affiliated with any
political party, trade union or leftist group nor does it seek any such
affiliation. l-etters, requests and donations should be sent to Zamisdat
Press, GPO Box 1265, Gracie Station, New York, N.Y. 10028,
USA.''

Counter Information (Pigeonhole CI, clo 1.l Forth Street, Edinbureh)
@in p'rutirt 

"d 
4-5 times a year with brief articiei/

notes on strikes, demonstrations, direct action and repression all over
the world. It has a clear anarchist/autonomist tendenry, but is not a
bulletin for ideological discussions or long analysis of the events it
clocuments, and it'ione of the libertarian pirblica[ions where the class
struggle is not missing. A journal we can recommend for the purposes it
is intended to serve.
C.l. is distributed for free, but the publishers encourage donations as
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well as taking bundles of it to distribute and to send articles and
information.

)jo.2Q{Feb.90 includes articles on: Protests and occupations against
qGrye-\goliceman acquitted-for the murder of a youth - Protests afainst
the Poll rax (c.1. has h regular coverage of resistance asainst thE poll
Tax, from th.e viewpoint of rautonomous- anti-poll tax groips as opposed
to the ones led by_leftists like the Militant grciup) - Breakirp of Eistern
Europ.e.- Poland: Demonstrations of anarch"ists (Against un6rnployment
and military selvlgg.- Atlacking Solidarnosc headgiarters and ciestioying
all pictures-of .Walesa) - Spain: struggles against military servite "-

Pittston coal miners strike - Canada: Pblice shboting of blaik woman -
UIC Right of abortion campaigns - Edinburgh women against pomography
-_ Resistan-c_e_ against nuclear plant in Wackersdorf,-West Germany'-
Protests of US prisoners - Strike wave in Yugoslavia (see Yugoslaviain
this Echanges).

No.27{une 99: Poll tax resistance (Quotations from the article:
"Working class and community resistancd to the poll tax is on a scale
never seen in this country for decades. More than a year after the
introduction of the tax in Stotland over one million peopie haven't paid
a penny or are at least four months in arrears, that represents almost 30
%o of the adult population. In some areas like the Western Isles this
figure is nearer 50 %.ln the city of Glasgow it's427o."fhe introduction
of the tax in England and Wales on 1 April sparked a huge wave p[
protest: We have reports of demonstrations and disrupted meetings in
over 30 towns and cities. In some cases up to 3000 took part, in Hackney
theyrioted for hours.....On 3l March 200000 marched in London, 40000
in Glasgow, smaller towns like Arbroath and Cheltenham also had No
Poll Tax demos.....It isimportant thatworkers involved in administering
and collecting the poll tax do everything in their power to stop it. Thii
could include losing files, sabotage, and strikes. In Edinburgh workers
have already taken"action. -On Alrit 3rd the Lothian Regioi'branch of
NALGO (National Association of Local Government Officers) took a
half day strike. 200 People joined the rally outside the council chambers.
-In Sheffield 400 housing department staff went on strike for three days
because of staffing shortages. They are now on a work to rule, refusing
to carry out any extra work. -In Hackney a housing worker was suspended
for his involvement in 'Class War'. On 6 April 50 fellow workers
including some janitors walked out in his support. -Student nurses in
I ondon occupied the admin. office of Charing Cross Hospital, the
health authority backed down completely over their plans to deduct the
poll tax directly from their wages. -Elsewhere workers have forced
statements from their boss:s that no-one will be sacked for non-
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qayment. This has been done by workers organising amongst
themselves....In this article there is also given the addiess to'Refuse ahd
Resist', the_pap-e_r of the independent anti Poll Tax groups: 31 Leven St.,
Glasgow, G41zJD) -
Strangewayprison.rev_glt - Hunger strikes to death against oppressive

prison conditions !n US prisons - Italian students-protests-against
privatisation of universities and social services - Actions of Sc"ottish
Women Against Pornography
- Riot to work (Throughout March and April mass protests by unemployed
groups have swept Naples, Italy...Occupation of the Mayor's office for
a week, of the town hall, street blockades, buses set on fir-e...demanding
paid work, there is no'income support' system as in Britain).

Class War (PO Box 499, Bristol 8599, and a lot of local addresses all
over UK in the paper) No.40 Among a lot of short articles on violence
in the UK we fihdlorieer texts on the poll tax (the battle of rrafalsar).
the prison riots (Stran{eways and a lotbf other places at the same timeij
a.nd the. backgr-ound to the footballworld cup. No.41:Struggles againsi
the-poll_tax - Slicing the greens - World Cuf rip off.

class war also advertise a lot of badges, T-shiits as well as back issues
of the paper. This material as well as subscriptions (f2 for 5 issues, f4 for
10) should be sent to Bristol address, with chbques payable to Class War"
[9cqn1ly a book has^been-publislred on 'Pofl Tax Riot' (f1 and SAE
(28p) from London Class War, PO Box 467, London E8).

(c/o Haldane Society of [.awyers,
Panlher House, 38 Mount Pleasant, Loridon WCl X OAP) Leafleis in
defence of anti-poll tax activists arrested at the 'Bloody Battle of
Trafalgar'and other locations during the anti-poll tax campiign. These
texls could bring- a more complete insi-de view of the still rising ui'despread
actron agalnst the poll tax.

ORG4ryISE=! for class s=lrugele anarchism (National magazine of the
Anarchist Communist Federation: ACF, P.O.Box 263, -sheffield 51
3 EX) No. 17lNov.89-Jan.90:
The rising tide of racism in UK - Poland: Solidarity promise to crush
resistance
- IMF: stitching up the world economy - Anarchism in the Eastern bloc:
Russia, Poland - Aims and Principlei of the ACF - Militant and other
parasites on the poll tax struggle (This article deals with the reasons for
th.e. Labour Party'entrist' Militant group's involvement in this struggle,
which has not to do with defeatin! the poll tax. They seek to chiile6
Labour lrom within, bring it to powtr thrbugh the ballbt box and creaie
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throug! the House of commons its centralised state 'socialism' by
legislating it into. existence... when the dream of 'municipal socialis#
came to an end with the abolition of the Metropolitan Authoiities...Militant
struggled on, desperate to find a new campaien that could rebuild their
power base...Then c.apg the poll tax...the'mo-st fruitful area for finding
party.recruits_would be in building 'comrnunity', not workplacE
brganisation.-.In Scotland, ! abo_ur enjdy massive ete'ctoral ruppo.i. But
often where the seats are safest the aclive membership of the local party
branch is at its smallest, not difficult for an entryist group to cou1i...A's
the campaign unfolds, so will the chronological liit of Ieminds they seek
to rallythe {or9gl they.control around. Lab5ur councils: don't impl6ment
the poll tax', will be followed by demands that they don't fine non-oavers.
Once.this fails, theywill demaird that Labour councils call of the 6oiiift-t,
and don't take non-payers to court. once that in turn fails, thev wili
demand that labour councils don't send people to jail. And lastly. that
Labour councils free those people they have imprisoned. The'ritual
condemnation of l-abour's 'seil-oilt' that will follow each stage...Militant's
influence and that of the rest of the authoritarian left, do5s not stretch
through anything like the whole of the campaign. Many poll tax groups
have told the parasites to pack their bags. Ntilitlnt's claim to haveabuiit'
the mass non-payment campaign is laighable...)

This issue also contained no.2 of c€ggqlause , a2pagebulletin
of ACF/Lo1d.on (919_848 WhitechapeTHigh Street, Londbn"El 7eX).
with the article "7992: for a Campaign Ag-ainst Fortress Europe".

_ (Remarks from a Norwegiah comra?e: The claim to have 'built'
and to'lead' this campaign is - used also by the Militant tendencv
outside theuK. At the first pub.lic meeting of ihe tendenry's group in
Norway this year, a hain argument put forward as a reason to
s.upport this.tendenry wqs its abilitylo 'lead"mass struggles. for example
the. .struggles of Spanish pupils oi the struggles agaiilst rhe poll tix -
and that because of Militant's leadershipi-f the ra"ter, the La b o u r
Party could be able to win the elections. What a perspective!)

blind alleys?' (Box A, The Rainbow
;ham) This text was written for a
rganiser'on Anarchism" With a call

Centre, Mansfield Road, Nottin
meeting by the journal 'Socialist
for comments.

Subversion (PO Box 145, Oldham OL4 4WW)
when the wildcat group fell apart in 1988, some of the participants
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continued to publish a journal called Wildcat, some others started the
new journal/group Subversion. As far as we know, only one ordinary
issue of Subversion was put out. After that there has been a number of
leaflets and a series of four pamphlets published in connection with a
1989 conference (all these pamphlets have been mentioned in previous
issues of Echanges). This year they started to publish Subversion again,
this time as something in-between a leaflet and a journal - 4 to 6 pages
in each issue. Subversion is handed out for free.

No.1/May90: Stuff the Poll Tax! (One quote from this article:
"Wor[6rs*in-d6Te offices must follo* ihe ex'ample of London and
Scotland and refuse to deduct the tax from the benefits.") - Labour
Ieaders support the poll tax - The riot - East meets west.
No.2/June 90: Down with the poll tax. Down with all taxes (This article
also contains information about local government cuts and the Local
Management of Schools system. "LJnder the guise of reducing bureaucracy
snd giving more power to school governors, the government has been
busily engaged in a cost cutting operation in schools." LMS simply
means "school governors get to hire and fire staff, school budgets are cut
and expensive no-redundancy deals are scrapped" resulting in "teacher
redundancies and worsening education"..."The poll tax makes everything
worse. It too cuts government spending. Councils were desperate to
keep the tax as low as possible. Education is local governmen['s largest
expenditure, and salaries make up 70-80 percent of that. So once afain
jobs must go...Strikes have already taken place in Bradford and Barniley,
where up to one tenth of teaching jobi are under threat.") - Class
struggle and revolution (A text about the ideas of Subversion.).
No.3_: Mandela versus the working class (An article denoun'cing the
ANe and ending with the appeal""FORWARD TO COMMUNIIST
REVOLUTION" (!)) - Welcome to freedom, you're fired (On eastern
Germany) -Council workers, it's time to fight ("All over the country
small gloupq of public sector workers have been striking, occupying
council buildings, demonstrating and protesting against th-e impabts of
cuts in their workplaces...Only when councils hav-e tried to make cuts
'without fully consulting the unions' have those unions protested...Many
of thesmall groups of workers now taking action to defend their interests
have in previous years, or even monthi, voted at union meetings for
cooperation with the employers, only to find now what that means...This
appearent contradiction is being exploited by the unions who wave the
flag of 'democracy' against anyone who refuses to cooperate...In Barnsley
thdusands of teatheis went on strike against job cuts...As Mancheste?
City Council goes about implementing the govbrnment cuts a number of
small disputes have arisen in the librariei, housing departments and

elsewhere over thin_gs like collection qf _tl1e poll tax, covering for
vacancies and so on. In each case the NALGO has sought to keepihem
isolated and avoid any generalised resistance to the cu"ts. Their job has
been made easier because the majority of workers have previously been
persuaded to cooperate with thd La6our council..." The articl6 then
shows how the unions in Manchester managed to get this majority votel
'agreement' and makes the same point as lientiofied just abbve of ho*
this'fact'is used whenworkers later strikes.) - About ourselves (This text
briefly presents the group and its political pbsitions. It also meritions the
groups/journals they consider to be more or less close to these positions.
That Echanges is not included here is not by accident.

We can refer readers to the critique of the old Wildcat pamphlet
' Capitalism and its revolutionary destruction' in Echanges no.5 1, which
is still relevant to many of the ideas of Subversion anil the 'milieu' it
considers itself to be part of. It can be fruitfully read again because it
gives a brief but easily understandable accounf of some basic ideas of
Echanges. This even more because a member of Subversion has submitted
this text to a recent issue of the US journal Discussion Bulletin - for
debate, but adding that it "still stands as a good statement of the basic
positions of council communism".

Subversion holds local meetings - details can be gotten from the
above address. From the group the following pamphlets are available:
-"Class War on the Home Front" (On revolutionary opposition to
wwr)
-"Notes on the Class Struggle in the USSR"
-"The State and Capital in Japan"
-'Beating the poll tax" (Anarchist Communist Federation parnphlet).
(Prices incl. postagc pounds 1,20 - 0,70 - 0,70 and 1,20 respi:ctiv-ely.) 

-

Wildcat (address letters only as follows: BM CAT, London WC 1N 3 XX )
No.l4iSummer 90: Poll tax: Victory at Trafalgar Square (Actually a loni
article not only Oealing with the riots. We hav"e qrot"d utlor" froir somE
journals about workers action in connection with the poll tax - this
article in addition says: "Housing benefit workers in Haringey are
boycotting the tax, and housing cou-ncil workers in Sheffield are i6fusing
to do poll tax work, which means that none can be collected. Socia-i
security workers in South London refused to hand over claimants'
details.") - Herman Gorter's'Open Letter to Comrade Lenin'- its
historical context (About a new Wildcat edition of this text - see below)-
Death to Perestroika - Poland: Sol idarity with the ruling class - Romania
- The Fourth Reich (on German reunification) - ANifails to suppress
the class struggle - Liberty for the prisoners of democracy (Leaflet by the
Argentinian group Emancipacion Obrera) - see Echanges no.55 for
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some remarks - following the May 89 riots in Argentina where po-or
workers looted the supermarkets - Militant scum will grass you up (On
the Militant group's condemnation of anti poll tax violence) 'Spanish
dockers: Woikeri democracy against the wbrkers (An article from the
Spanish journal 'Odio al capitalismo' criticising the Spanish dockers
union Coordinadora).

Afour-issue subscription toWildcatcostsf3 -f5 getsyoua sub plus
any pamphlets producdd. Payment in cash, UK stamps or postal
orders, or blank cheques.

Hermann Gorter: Open letter to Comrade Lenin An English edition of
this pamphlet has been produced by the Wildcat group. 44 pages, A-4,
t2.-50 incl. postase. Overseas rate $5 US.

This f 9ZO t6xt has been heavilyreprinted in a number of languages.
As far as we know this is the only pamphlet edition available in English
today. It is a fairly important historiCal document, but one can today
question the relevance of many of the remarks in it and the reasons put
forward by today's publishers for reprinting it. In our opinion it is to
some extent an outdated document,-but that is an argument we can't
develop here but might return to later on.

Solidaritv klo 123 Lathom Road, London E6 2EA) No.24iSummer 90:
mlilmi'Gandhi: Cosmic wheeler-dealer (A rcv-iew-Ey Go-frcy
Ostergaard of four books on Gandhi) - Review of two books with
writin"ss of Georse Woodcock - ReaderJ letters - Ten months that shook
the wdrld (On tfie fall of Communism in eastern Europe. We would
question some of ideas put forward in this article, including:
-Statements of the type that only 'libertarians' foresaw and were not
surprised by the fall df these regimes: "...regimes tumbled like nine-pins
in the sky..-only libertarians can claim to have shown no surprise." - "If
libertarians alone were unsurprised by the collapse...".
-On the question of 'which way will the countries of Eastern Europe go
now?', there are remarks about the support in Germany for the Christian
Democrats but that'it is far from clear that the East German population
knows and wants the policies for which the Christian Democrats stand',
about these countries probably'opting for some kind of social-democratic
system', etc. Then follows this remark:

"But it should notbe entirely forgotten that there are long-buried
traditions of libertarian socialism in Eastern Europe. Bulgaria, to give
but one instance, had a significant anarchist movement up to the second
world war. If people are given the chance to get used to democrary the
time will surely arrive when they will again ask whether it should stop at
the faclory gate."
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very brieflyr.we will_say that we don't think that events in Eastenr
Europe. or W.e.stern H,urope, will be influenced by any old tradition ol
anarchism or libertarian socialism or that the exislen.tr oi srctr ideas iri
thepastwould-make opportunities better in some u."ui roio develonmenr
in the 'wanted'directi,on. you will only believe ttrii iivou i[i"k t#;'ih;
class struggle takes tlg fgrq of being initiated uvia"J, 

"uout, 
realisinsor confirming.some- kin-d of -ism or"practices iit,e.enr in thi. :i;;.'ii

rnere rs somethrng th.e development of the class struggle for very man)
years now shows us, it's more or less the opposite. 

co

-"Attempts.at democratisation - the Hungarian revolution of 1956, the
I^l1gl-:,ltring of .1968...". We would notit all describ" ifr" Hrrg-iiu
revolutron as having anything to do with 'democratisation' (it's e-nouph
here to refer to the-book disiributed by SotiJarityira uy EIh;rg; t-;;
manyyears, A.Anderson.'s'HungryJg') nor in afiy*ay pl*" ii.?.'y*.y
alongside the 1968 events in the"CSSR.

YUGOSLAYIA
@a An article in the UK bulletin counter
Information no.26lFeb.90 mentions striker u*ong ,nin".r, doc["ri,
hc^tgrywgrkers, teachers, civil servants. "At the carfrant in xragujeuo..
3000 workers raised a loaf of bread halfmast ", in" p"le w#ele thc
national flas is usually flown..A1 th9 military irrJuri.i"s facrory airrstenik 130"00 workeri aemanaeJ ;;;,;i;i;;; dr *.*r'";; ;;;[d ;ii
ll: Tl,ryq"T"nl, Parliamentwas besiegea art& Cnrii?*oi Uy rh";;;J;
otworkers chanting'give us bread'. The immiseration follows IMF loan
condrtrons and a monthly inflation of over 60 percent.',

TE$E
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HEALTHSECTOR
The interest mentioned in Echanges 63, p.9 for a project/pamphlet on
the health sector has not really -got off the ground, even it' a lot of
material is available in varioul fournals. w"e are still interested in
material from readers. Material in recent issues of Echanges has been
in no.60 (UK), 61 (Holland, Belgium) and 64 (UK ambulince strike).
In this issue there ii material on Holliind and Canada. Liaisons No. 4-
5 (available from Echanges) contains material on France. In no.2
(1986) of Liaisons there can be found the article "La grdve des
manipulateurs radio. Un d6but d'organisation autonome. 19-85".

A lot has been published in the German iournal wildcat (see Germanv
section). From ihe summer 89 issue of this iournal we qubte; "It roois
like.a west European chain reaction. In the beginning of ss tne nurses
and hospital workers in uK went on strike. Ii septimber/october in
France first the nurses and then other hospital workers took to the
s.treets..In January 89 therewas strikes in Beigian hospitals. In Holland
it was first the doctors, who striked in December 88, then demonstrates
also the nursingpersonell and an action committee hasbeen formed. In
Illpiynion.o.rganised strikes take place. In May 89 in West Germany
-5.Q000 health workers went on sirike on an ippeat from the unioh
OTV."Since then further aevetopm"rtr ttuu" t;i6; pt;;;,T"i"*r-p1"
in Holland as shown by articles ih Echanges.

HOLLANID
Struegles in the Dutch health sector 1989 and 1990

These struggles have been covered in a number of articles in the
journal Daad en cedachte.A summary of the 1989 eventswerewritten
lor llchanges and published in no.6l. The followins article also written
f'or Echanges is a sunrmary of both the 1989 and 1990 events. Some of
the renrarks to the article-on the Canadian nurses strike in this issue,
is also relevant to these articles.

eCllallges ll() t,..t J.,

REYOLT OF THE NURSES

In 1989 and also in 1990 the Dutch nurses and medical attendants
struggled for a pay rise and better working conditions. Both times they
did not obtain what they were demanding. Both times the trade unions
agreed to a-governmental proposal, which was characterised by a large
majority of the workers in the health service and hospitals as a "diity
compromise" and which is 89 was not accepted and not signed by two
'non-official' rank and file organisations who right from the beginning
didn't want anything to do with the official trade union movement.

Lastyear it started with a huge meeting, convoked by some nurses who
felt that the general discontent should be transformed into some forn.r
of action._The_wages in the health service had fallen about 12 percent
compared with that of other workers. Lack of personell had-caused
widespread stress among all those who already were overburdoned
with too much work and responsibilites. Their working conditions
constituted a serious risk for the patients. More than 6000 nurses
responded to the appeal. They unanimously welcomed the suggestion
that a spontaneous action committee, which was set up for the purpose,
should claim a pay rise of 5 percent for that year as a first step to close
the wages gap.

The new formed committee was called "Nurses and medical attendants
in revolt" and was ever since the nightrnare of the hade union movement
because of its spontaneous rank and file character. Up to then, the
unions had completely neglected the women in qubstion. When
negotiations for a collective agreement took place early in 89, the
employers - the hospitalmanagement- offered a pay rise of 0,53 percent
while the unions were asking for 1,5 percent. Frightened-by the
re,sponse to the call for the meeting and very impressed by the miliiancy
of these nurses, who in a large majority were not union organised at all
and who didn't fail to fiercely criticise the union negotiators - the unions
immediately changed their position and publicly declared that they "of
course" supported the demand of 5 percent and would start industrial
action.

After many years of union idleness, the nurses were very sceptical and
decided to organise their actions themselves. They did itln aninventive
waywhich would never have come to the mind olany union leader and
which strongly impressed public opinion:

They occupied the office of the employers. Th"y occupied for a short
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time the Ministry of Health. They blocked a motorway during the
morning peak hour with empty hospital beds and the police, not
prepared for such a blockade, were powerless. They went by thousands
and thousands to The Hague, where the government resides, and the
streets of that city were whitened by the nurses in uniform - they
penetrated as far as the government buildings in spite of the protecting
policeforce, which refused to use any violence against women. They
worked to rule. They organised Sunday services on weekdays. They
appeared on the TV screen and sweeped the floor with union officials,
hospital board directors or MPs.

In September 89 union officials, government spokesmen and the media
announced a "solution", a "settlement". A close examination learned
that the new collective agreement was anything but what the nurses
wanted. On the very day that the unions told anybody who wanted to
believe it that they still supported the 5 percent claim, -they had
compromisedand agreed with what seemed to be 3,5 percent. A closer
look at the details of this agreement showed that the result was well
below this figure. (See the article in Echanges no.61). Not only all the
unorganised, but also the trade union members were very disappointed.

Early in 1990 the unorganised nurses organised a meeting for the second
time. Members of the "Nurses and Medical Attendants in Revolt" told
the participants that if the negotiations about the annual renewal of the
collective agreementwould be as disappointing as in'89, more militanry
and stronger and harder actions would be necessary. The pay claim
should now be 8 percent. Then two trade union officials entered the
platform and in vain tried to speak. They were bood.

The trade unions realised very well the militanry of the nurses, so this
time they demanded a pay rise of 6 percent. When negotiations broke
down, two kinds of action started: those organised and supported by the
unions and those undertaken by the nurses themselves.

In many respects the history of what happened in'89 repeated itsell but
there was allo something different. The situation in the hospitals and in
other health service institutions had become worse and worse. In
consequence, a particular event occured. The hospital managements
supported the stiuggle of the nurses and asked for substantial economic
measures from thegovernment. The whole Spring and the early part of
the Summer therewere occupations, therewereworkto rule, therewere
all the same phenomena as the year before - but now so frequent and so
energetic that in some cases hospital departments (intensive care for
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instance) and a few homes for old aged persons were forced to
limit the services and even were threateired by a close-down.

Month after month the government said: "We can,t give the
hospitals eno.ugh to satisfr the nurses. Besides, as we sie it, the
Iack of hospital workers and the bad situation in the health
service - we admit that it exists - must be improved. So this has
priority and therefore wages can only increase slowly." In mid-
July -the situation had become worse and worse - there was an
offer
which appearently was better:
. a) A general wage increase of 4 percent; b) 0.39 percent
increase for nuises with- special tasks; c) 10'percerit wage
increase for trainees; d) 675 Dutch guilders to be paid io
everybody at once (but noi the trainees)I e) 100 Dutch guilders
more pocket money for trainees.

The trade unions welcomed this offer, although according to it
there should not be an annual agreement - it should be inJorce
for two years because the goveinment wanted "peace" in the
health sector as the Undersecretary of State
declared. "It is a great victory", th6 unions said. It was not.

The general wage increase was less than what the unions had claimed
and far Iess than what the nurses were asking for. In fact it was not a pure
wage increase at allbut (partly) an improvehent in the income reaihed
by lowering.the pension Contribution. As many, many nurses didn't pay
such a contribution, they did not benefit from ihis measure. So wages iir
the health service remained very low. For this reason the professio"n still
is little attractive for younggirls-or for_those who left it in the past. As far
as they found other jobs, they earned more. It was an illusibn that the
hospitals, with the money available for this purpose, would be able
to recruit more workers. And one should n6t forset: if sirls or women
cgul{ be recruited, only the number of trainees wduld go"up and for the
time being the tasks gfaduated nurses would have it aI traia as before.

What the unions called a "victory", was a fake. Even the hospital
management were_far from enthusiastic. "The problems in the hdalttr
service are absolutely not solved", a spokesman said. Some representatives
of the nurses told the media: "withthe proposed collective agreement
there is no improvement at all. The only thing it guarantees ii that the
gap between our wages and the wages of othel w5rkers will not widen.
Nothing less and nothing more!"
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There was two collective agreements: One for the hospitals, described
above, and one for district"nursing which was even wbrse. The union
officials tried to convice the rank aid file that itwould bewise to accept
th;;. The agreement for the hospital nurses was accepted with a small
maiority. Th"e one for district nuising was not. A large majority of the
rank an-d file rejected it. Butthe unions stillsigned theagreementagainst
the will of the majority. The directories in this branch however: ?l9.very
unique indeed - rLfused to sign. "With this agreement", they said, "there
will'still be bottlenecks in-district nursing and some of them must
clisappear!" The government was forced tolmprove some details.

As we have pointed out, most of the nurses are not grganised. Nevertheless,
a collective agreement, signed by unions organising.os a small part of
the workfor"S, is in force ior the'unorganised as well. The total number
of neoole workins in the health service in Holland is 320.000. The
"Nlrses and MedTcal Attendants in Revolt" accounts for only 10.000
and so does the "Dutch Societ of Nursing" (the other organisationwhich
considers itself a union, but has nothiig to do with the official trade
union movement). Last year these two o_r-ganisations refused to sign the
collective agreement. tnls time, with thE approval of their members,
I hey signed,"arguing that by signing they werd irot 'off-side'. They signed
on ig.E"-ent i,vhicl they ilefined-as "very, very bad".

Both nurses and management are absolutely convinced that in spite of
what the government ind union officials miy believe, there wilfbe no
peace in the health service. 

C.B.

Daad en Gedachte
1AAanATfougft - a Dutch monthly journal - address: Schouw 48''1.'1.,

82328D Lelystad)

No.5/June 90: The Molotov-Ribbentrop pact and the Dutch bolsheviks
(N;ti& of a book by a Dutch CP member on the history of this party
iggg-+l) - What kind of society was created by the Russian October
revolution? A reply (A reply by Marcel v.d. Linden. author of a book on
Western marxisti in'a tfrei anaiysis of Russia, reviewed and criticised in
the 3 previous issues of DeG) - The revolt of the Dutch nurses continues
- The Prague Springof lg63iassomethingdifferentfrom the Hungarian
revolution of 1956.

No.6/Julv 90: On the dissolution of the UK Social Democratic Party -
Reflection in the woods (About a conference of the Dutch Labour Party
- PvdA) About a radical group in West Germany (The new journal
'Kritik k Krise') - What ire the Dutch nurses dbiirg? ' The- Dutch
Labour Party, th'e invisible party - A Chinese oppositionist on China '
What exactly is the matterwith irotski in the easf and the west? (On an
academic congress in West Germany about Trotski) - Why does the-
trade union mbvement worry about the level of organisation? (Even if
the number of organised might be increasing, it does not increase
proportional to the-increase in the number of employees - so the level of
brganisation is actually going down. How can the unions claim to
refiresent the employeei?"The-article quotes a union official sayilg !111t,
"Today 24 perceitoi Dutch employees are members of a union, in 1915
it was 39 peicent. When it gets below 20 percent, our representativity ca n
be questioned.")

No.7/Aus.90: What does the strikes of the Russian miners show us? (On
iE srm;-er 89 strike wave and the July 90 24 hour strike. The artjcle
questions theviews of many persons of tlie intelligentsia that the workers
u'r" 

"ngug"d 
in political sfrikes in the sense thiiis seen and wanted b.y

these people, and tries to show that basically they strike for their

".ororhi"/-aterial 
interests and that real signifilance of the strikes is of

a social character) - Once again on the stiuggles in the Dutch health
sector - Jacques de Kadt was permanently wrong (A review of a book on
the ideas of this leftrving. latei social democratic politician) - A strike of
the union or a strike of"the workers? (A strike at'the Flexovit factory in
Einbergen in Holland. Appearently a union led strike, and presented as

such by"the union and thti media, iri connection with neg-otiitions at this
factory. In reality a strike called by the union, but where the workers took
their 6wn initiaiives not in accordance with normal union practices or
ordered by the union, and where the resultwas reached precisely dy9. t9
this fact) - What are the perspectives for the Chinese Peoples Republic?
(China lfter the June 89 events. These events does not mean the end of
Deng's policy of economic reforms) - Hungary I956. a peoples revolution
or a-*oikeri revolution? (In Hungary today the 1956 events are called
'a peoples revolution'. The fact that the majority of the participants were
w6rkers and the others were just a minority, and particularly th9
methods of struggles - especially the formation of workers councils all
over the country which persisted long after the disappearence of other
forms of protest, show that the essential character of the revolution was
a workers revolution).
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GERMANY
Die Aktion (Edition Nautilus, Hassestr.2z, 2050 Hamburg 80). R
journalof 'po)itics,literature and art'- in German; No.60-63/"1an.90: A-special 

issie with documents of left wing groupsln EastlGerrnanv.
Ng,64,-66lApr.9. : Memories of the DDR inf something else - Maskdd
ball; the end of Marxism as a state doctrine - The 'haciEnda' has to be
built - Poem without a title - Egon Ganove, the eternal - walter ulbricht
1nd me - The leaps of the giasshopper; marginal notes on Hans M.
Enzensberger.

The critique of the United Left in
Echanges no.64 was to a large extent based bn documents from Die
Aktion no.60-63. The critique also exists in a German version, but it
appears thatitwillnotbe published in Die Aktion. Thosewho can make
use of the German version, can get one from the Echanges address.

Teleeraph (Schliemannstr.22, Berlin 1058) This is a iournal in German
with the subtitles'lndependent and hostile [o the authorities. Suppressed
!9ws, commentaries. Discussions.'We have seen two issues from April
90, published by'Umwelt-Bibliothek' in EastBerlin. This is appearently
a journal not linked to any leftist group, but concerned with hll tcinOs oi
issues and campaigns on the left - the left of libertarians, peace activists,
ecological activists etc. This is indicated by the list in elch issue of all
kindsbf meetings, on subjects like anarchism, feminism, resistance to
nrilitary conscription. anti-war meetings, and so on. Each issue contains
a lot of small articles. on subjects like: Nazi attacks - Officers propose
demilitarisation and dissoloution of the DDR army - Altirrnative
journals blocked by postal distribution - From the secret police STASI
to the'struggle against extremism'- Open letter from localGreen group
to their parliamentary representatives - Nuclear energy - Studeri.t anit
pupils demonstrations - Police actions against occupied houses - Whv
did the regime break down? On the mo-bilisations in Leipzig Oct.89'-
On the activity of ex-STASI people and the future use oT tfie STASI
archives...

The two issues we have seen contained some interestine material on
East Germany,.much of it of course seen through the"eyes of and
selected according to the concerns of the leftwing milieu this journal
obviously is a part of. But many of the issues dealtw'ith are also concerns
of ordinary people not politically active in all these issues, and the
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journal anyway gives an informative impression of the upsurge of all
kinds of political activities in East Germany involving a lot of people.
We don't know if Telegraph is still published, but the issues we have,
said that itwas published twice a month, with a price of DM1,50 pr.issue
and subscription DM41 a year.

.THE WILDCAT GROUP'
This group publish a number of iournals, pamphlets and books with a
lot o[ material which ousht to"be of interedt to Echanees readers
understandins German. We can disasree with some or mEnv of their
ideas and con"cerns and see the Echa"nges proiect as someth"inq quite
different than what these people are inv5lved with. but the fact rEmains
that this group publish a much material on the cla3s struggle and other
issues frdm a'doint of view that we can have more svm"dathv for and
learn somethins from than manv otherviews. Wildcathlsb ou6lish a lot
of translations "of material froni iournals in other countrie's (includine
material from or by participants iri'Echan ges'.'Liaisons'.'Col l eea mentil
'Etcetera'...), soniethine'ivhich is of ereEt Jse for corirrades\vho can
understand German bui not some oflthese other languages. One can
therefore onlv recommend a subscriotion to their iou"rnals.

Informatiofi on and from back issdes of their iodrnals'Wildcat' and
'Wildcat-Info' can be found in previous issuet of Echanees. Some
remarks on the group and their material can be found inlEchanses
4o.61 p.48 (fronia le'tter, not really written for publication, from"an
Norwdeian bomrade iust introducecl to their mat6rial).

Somdof their mate"rial is mentioned below - informition on a lot of
other material will follow in the next issues of Echanses. Wildcat has
local addresses in Berlin. Koln. Hamburs. Freiburs and Ludwisshaven.
Letters to the Berlin adilress from whictr to order"material. sHould be
addressed as follows: Sisina, Postfach 360 527,1000 Berlin 36.

name.
47

Mobilisations in the white factorv. (Wildcat has for a long time paid
ticularly the hospitals," under the

concept of 'The white factory'. Attention ishere oaid'to develooments
in this'sector: The imperativ"e to run it in a more business-like iranner
and the consequences of this for the system and the personnel as a

ecausd this stands i
ical activiW and initi
; strussle. but can not
^onlyt"oniment it afte

ofteriasked a question also raised in th
rnge,s po..61r,WhV there d.oesn't exist a

the 6asic positions and ideas of the group.)
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whole as well as for the relations between the various cateeories of
personell. - explainine in this wav. and in sreat detail frorfi a sood
knowledge of rfhat is Eoine on, th"d reasons"for the much publiEised
'crisis' iri'this sector a-nd the strussles of and dailv discohtent and
resistance of health sector workerslWe can asree with this aooroach.

In this issue the material is about West Gerniany 88 - 89. A dtimmary
of the first article follows below:

" 'Nursing crisis' from above...":
ent groups of health workers orsanised

small demonstrations. In Noiember dlem6nstrationswere organised by
the union OTV. larselv a public sector union. and the pr-ofessional
union of the nuries (DBfK) Iollowed up in the n6xt months'. The article
savs that in manv cases th6se mobilisations were supported in various
prhctical wavs bv local manasements (bv sivins the ivorkers time off.
thaneins shitt plans. orsanisifis buses dti.l"andThat thev hoped that bv
this tJreirofessional uilion wduld be able to keep th6 mobilisation-s
under cohtrol.
"...and mobilisation from below":

in the hospitals became more and
more explosive"from 1985-86. Asain and asain we have heard about
small. 'uhdersround' actions in tlie last year5. In the wards it is tried to
reduce the nUmber of oatiens. bv siviris false information about the
number of available bdds - in'wdrds for"intensive care similar thinss
take place concerning equipment, to reduce the number of patients"-
demdnds are forced t'hroush bv threats of collective resisnations.

In a number of cities it is"set"up small groups or organi3e assemblies
('Versammlunsen') indeoendent bf the urilonsl and thdoositive resoonse
is a surprise fo the pebple takins these iriitiatives.'Throush these
initiativ6s demonstrafioni are orginised in January and Febiuarv 89.
without any union banners. The"workers broueht-their own slosans.
beds from fhe hospitals...and a widespread conc"ern that noone sh"ould
take matters away from their own hahds.
"Problems of orsanisation and strussle"

s had a different character in
various cities. In soffie cities. the unions did nothins. in other cases the
groups oriented themselves from the beeinnins torVards a cooperation
[,ith ihe unions. Some times the activitv"emerfed from srouos'directlv
linked to the hospitals/wards, some timds from"assemblidswhich had n6
basis in the hospitals and iust broueht tosether for the first time the
unsatiesfied and militant fiom vario"us holoitals.

Discussions took place about how to orednise to so on with effective
methods of strussle. It became more ilear that"our onlv effective
pressure was in Th'e refusal of work. Individually. thousan"ds do that
bvery year by Ieaving the iob or ending the trainins'. "Workins to srade"
or "stiike" were thE slosans of the dav. "Workiile to srade' ca"n have
diflerent meanings and"obiectives. Fcjr some it iYmaTnlv an effective
method of strusele as lons ai we can'tstrike. For others. for example the
professional uilion it is si"mply a practical expression of its emphhsis on
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the professional status of 'nursinq' as a special. oualified occuoation.
The sroups with a basis in "the hodpitals' also have a different

understa-ndink of their role. Either thev see themselves as action
grouns. and iioften easilv lead to a cooperation with or deoendence on
the OTV. Or they aini at immediafe chanses throueh talks with
management - sit dbyn togetherwith the manfgement afi'd the doctors
and bEcome dependent oil them.

In the assemblies with people from various hosoitals. there is less a
problem with dependanbe on structures of the'esta6lishment. But
without a basis in the hospitals thev can onlv orsanise actions from the
'-outside'. There is a dang'er of 'actionism', funclioning as a safety-vale
for the built-up disconte"nt.
The assembli'es therefore easily end up in the role of a 'representation'

('Vertretuns'). a kind of 'substithte unibn' (' ErsatzsewerkSchaft') which
talks, acts aild puts forward demands on behalf of tHeworkers. Tlroush
the hostile attitude to the meetings/assemblies from the OTV, whiEh
sees a. danger to its.pretensions io alone represent the workers, the
assemblieslave easilv moved into this compdtins situation which'thev
not at allwanted to. Ii-r some cities the assembliefsaw themselves frorir
the beginning as an opposition in the union.

This"orienTation towards representation was exoressed bv the too
large importance attributed to ihe demands bv somi: srouDS ahd bv the
att6mpt6d nationwide coordination. At once tlemands ard set uo. ihen
the question arise: for who? and who nesotiates about theml The
exaniple of the 1988 actions in France and it"s nationwide Coordination
committee was an example and was iudeed too uncritical. On the one
hand this Coordination cbmmittee mhde"it possible for the first time to
have a nationwide strike indenpendent of the passive unions. Also rhe
attempts at a nationwide coortlination at two meetinss in Koln save
impulSes to an independent mobilisation (for example tfie action da"v on
15 April). But the French example should also be a'warnins: Insofir as
the Coofdination committee acfed as a reDresentation of thE orofession
and not primarilv conceived itself as a Coordination of th6 oractical
struggles, it more and more became a 'substitute union'. Th6 here in
GerHanywidely spread demand for a wase increase of 500 D-Mark for
everybocly, can bnly have the function of Sxpressine the discontent with
the unioris' contract neg-otiations and cont'ribute io bringing us closer
together. As a demandTor the same increase for all. it Soooses wase
diiisions, but it can not replace the practical unitv'in th6 strusslEs.
More important than all clemands dnd their con6retisations is"the
practical -steps to in common develoo our Dower.' The first phase of the bis assemblies arid their militant mood and
lively discuSsions, is over."Either people disappointed leave these
asseinblies, which can not solve the problem of hbw to strussle in ones
own workplace. Or the conscious ahd correct orientation b"ack to the
organisation in ones own workplace make the assemblies little imoortant.
In-addition comes that the OTV now decides the events. Un'der the
pressure of the independent mobilisation it was forced durins the
bontract neqotiations period to rrlace itself in the 'forefront' oT the
struggle by Srganising Strikes.
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where do we stand today? An importantmobirisation has taken olaceagainst the tradition of .Social E5;"f:ffi;;il;iii;':laAour means exr;h;p6;1',;ru';*llig,ffi $ffi l*l,l"t*"*l{f fi{ffi ili:?an inde"pendent activlty fiom ftt;;. Tiii, ;ifdi, i,rpE'Jil)ry a union liket h e orV. w h i ch i s u s e d to fro m ; dd;e iii 4;bI isi,itTr#;iii.il 6;[i il:
Iltffi i"{fi i"risi,,fi ffi tililltt,f tlt,lgil.,f g";i#t**r,ft
oth e i han d stri ke eipe ri enil ;;;';'.:r" ft:tiil ;:El'ieciarrv wherethese strikes are sriii;i';;rx;,;"#s.,,{ll:*eltfi rs4SiH,tgliil#i,,"*s;.,l,nt:ii
the-hospitals iemaifi unsoiudal'il *bri;;;;I'i,ffi;il Imounted to at e m po r a r i I v' d e I a v' o f * 6 i [ ; u rti i; ri i ;I; Ei" ;;'i#;/" fr e o d u ri n s th e
s t r i k e s w h e r e i n in a n y 
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...r'rom our work.the whore.'eioncimic system.benefits, for which a
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able to speak out about our terrible working conditions. not onlv the
critical sifuation and povertv of nursins but of t'he nursins personell..iAnd
for many the questioh arise aboutwhd'twe actually do. i[*e compensate
the destiuctiv'e effects of this societv bv our endltiss willinsness to helo.
This critique leads on the other ha'ndto a reformist perYpective. Oir
strusgle shall make the hospital human asain. work for'a chanse in
nursifig inside this society, w'e take ourselvEs the responsibility fo"r the
reforniof the health syst"em. This is the second line;'

B) Is it the question of a special. qualified profession concerned with
its iecoenitioh in this societv. This'line wanis to have a soecial status
within the hospital and sepafates itself from the other cateLories - from
the doctors as well as the'cleaners, ancillary staff etc. The Various kind
of work shall be strictly.div.ided.between different professions. yes even
further proposals in this direction is put forward sb that thrs proup can
devote itself entirelv to the work with the oatients ('nursins'): inlroddction
of secretaries on tfie wards, separate seivices foi transport of patients,
cleaning- and desinfection woik bv non-ward staff etcl

ThiSline could easily be in morri or less accordance with manasement
plans for breakine down old structures and a new svstem of further
breaking down'qilalifications' in the hospitals.

Both these liries have their orisin in thb concrete work situation and
can therefore not be schematicallv separated from each other. And
which of them which will be dominint, ivill not be decided in academic
discussions. We must understand why these contradictory orientations
arise.

"Ho,y to struggle - in a divided situation?"
emerged from the wards,

from the 'nursing personnel'. But it was not elclusively the reallv
qualified work foic6 in the wards, the qualified nurses, which started it
-'but often trainee/student nurses, eitra personnel or conscentious
obiectors doins their 'militarv' service in a'ward. (The same could be
se6n in the tIK nurses' stnissle - see Echanpes' no.60 o.42.\ The
workers in other departmentffif the hospitals -"ancillary sfaff, (itchen
personnel, cleaners' etc. - were not mobilised, even if attempts to
involve them took place in some cities and even if thev also have
experienced an incrbased pressure. And the educated or [hose under
education in thewards sepa'rate themselves from the other occupations.
With the slogan nursinf crisis (or -revolt) it is focused on ones own
peculiaritv. There are t#o sides'to this:
1It expreises a 'professionalist' attitude. Hisher waqes is not onlv
demairded becau'se we need more money to liVe, but with reference t6
ones special qualifications. The hierafchv of the personnel in the
hospitdls shalf not be abolished, but be "made mcire fair etc. It is
attitudes like this which is meantwhen the nurses here or in France are
called 'corooratist'.
-Secondly,'this separation from others is an expression of the real
divisions-which have emersed in the hospitals as well as in industry as
awhole the last 10 - 15 yearl Variouswork have been removed from'the
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wards and centralised in separate departments: Kitchen service-
sterilis-ation etc. cleaning is ciften dondbv ouGiae ioinpini,ir.'Thi-;
splits the-workforce. Whdn a department oi a-eroirp oiriol[iiiiii"niiit
to struggle, the the mobilisation will necessarilV be bharacterised bVall
these divisions. In such a situation the unions fi'rstlv calls for class ufiitu
tg b-e able to control the situation. with tnis thei, irv io prdv;;t tffii
:itglq grgups,,of workers start to strugg6-inae'pirialntii-;;4" iirdrmpulses to-others to struggle also.

"Wh works in the.white factory?"
r he restructunng.in the hbspitals have lead to chanses in the

numerical relationship.between th6 cateeoriei oi perionriiT. Diff.iilriii"
from other parts -of iridustry, emplovmefiti;the fi;itti';;i.",ffi;;;il
a large rncrease the^l^a;! 15_ye_ars.-Tqday there is 3000 hospitals in West
G e rffi a nv w i t h 680. 000 bed ( ( hil i of*,iini'in'p ru rl; [;;;'i;51;. iffi ;.;;t i,iprrvate or church institutiohs). while this is a small deirease. the
numbers of treated p4!i_e4ts iircreased bv 30 percent. with hospital
personnel - alltogethei 800000, of them 600d00 w5men - the aCr'eioorfi'eiii
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decrease in ancittia'ry and simirar perJonnei (tdd;t"1d050b)"bffiil;
these tasks to a large'extent lras ueeh eiven io oitsia'e cdiipun,e. or areoone Dy remporary personell (not apbearins in the statisfics).

I he ward personnell is the-refore the larEest qroup in the fiosoitals.
But inside the-ward-personnel there has bee"n im"pordanf ctrinsef. Th"
n u m b e r.of ex a m i n e.dn u rse s h ave d o u b I e d, whil ii itiJn ffi i, 
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"nurses have clearly decreased and thi num6;i';T'ida;;ffift;3
increase more slowly.- this trend is not chaneda-e"en'lr;el;;irA;'t#
number of conscenlious. obj-ectors emplovEa in ttre^troipiiiG. rtili
t9 ys tp9,] q 

1 -wj !-\c,om pl a i n ts ho m th e n d rsdrs th a I i n ttie i b-it'yei ii ili" i"
nas Deen tess and less assisting personnel in the wards.lt is more and more the "nilrses which must 6L ln charse of the
overall work to de done. In the wards there liii 6;en i-;rir?ii"iiioi,;
(Y:f'l!"tl]i"hyrg.) But the situation in othei aiiiartmeriE"h;r;
Decome more dlsunrted.
. Another factor unifying the ward personnel is caused bv the short

l.,1n:p:.9!-l-e:l1Li! this 5ic.cfpqtion. Bebause of irrii iil;t;; idrs;;;t"ni
young women who work together in the wards. In the last vears a new
gene.ratron has been employed in the hospitals not only con'cerned with
roears aDout 'nursrng' but..wanting _a job enabling ihem to live an

13: "#,ij,i#r,i,r;:rtout s i m i I a r co n 3i d eia ti on J io n CE r fu 
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u K'd t ;il;
i"'it,i,ii-'ii,ir{db"63,H38,J.5,,?,'#:1',{iJL?i9J,*l,"Uf,li":.*lX?*d
nu.rsing other p.eople within the family. wnen womeii't8ai" o;ti;;
this roIe, rhev'dev'elop explosive demlnds and aiiitudeiiKoli *i!iiworkers.' J

This also affects the hospital hierchies. Due to the hish turnover.
wards are often led byyoung irurses witlioui a-wish 6;;;iii;;a;il;;i
fHlctioning aspart oft6e ch5in of mmmind from;fire;;; a;o,;;a;:
( t hrs 'crrsrs ot lower management' is discussed in wildcat no.44.)
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The separation from other professions are understood better when
we look dt the changes in the concrete work in the wards. The movins
away of various tasks means on the one hand the disappearence oT
burdensome work like cooking etc. On the other hand all w6rk from the
other departments come tos"ether in the wards where thev must be
coordinafed and seen in connEction. With the arsument of thi( reduction
of ward tasks, the assisting personnel in the fiards are reduced. but
there remains work which Ean't be moved awav. Evervthins that can't
be transferred to the other departments remhins in'the ivards. For
example that part of cleanins'and cookins which can't be moved
becadse thines to clean or the"hunser of paYients don't take olace at
prescribed tiftes. In addition comel new thsks, Iike the supervision of
fu nfamiliar cleaners...

The ward personnel becomes confronted with more functions and is
at the same time in the weakest position to resist this accumulation of
functions, because thev are directlv confronted with the oeoole. ln the
reactions against this ive find here'a tvpical workers' attitudb: stickins
to the presdribed tasks and reiection ihe rest. It is not onlv the formaj
rules which make this refusdl possible. The workers d6veloo their
strength from the fact that the prbduct depends on their commofi work.
Only-when all work tosether'does the dhop function. Tosether thev
thefefore have a power frith which they can rbd uce the press"ure exerted
uoon them.
But this particular power is also their weakness. In the total hosoital
machineiv it is thev who transfer the functions of all other deoartments
on to andin directtontactwith the patients. AII formsof refudalof work
are therefore immediatelv directed aeainst the 'wellbeins of the natienls'.
And as qualified workefs the nurse"s identify more stiongly uiith their
work than other workers.

From this weakness arise the demand to the state for a separation of
'nursing'activity from other tasks. The profession ('Beruf ) stiall become
a prote-btion against too much work and at the sa'me tim'e a reason for
in'creased wag*es. At this point thev must therefore act as a orofession
and raise their demands in competition to others. In this sitilation it is
unrealistic that common proprisals and demands for all hospital or
other workers are put fonvard.

But as soon as it a question of the reaol power within the labour
process, the profession'becomes unimportarit. In the strike noone is
hsked if she is qualified. under trainins. hssistins labour etc. - it can onlv
be effective when everybody particibhtes. Arid when the kitchen oi
cleaning personnel also striKes, even'better!

We therefore see how the two lines schematicallv exoressed above
dev-elop from th-e position of the ward personnel iri the hospital. The
real cohcerns of the movement which 'causes the strussles. connects
them with otherworkers. But it is expressed in a form whiEh a6cepts and
strengthens the existing divisions within the wase workers.

This is what we mei'n when we sav that the"two lines constitute a
contradictory unity. For the activity this means that all fixed opinions on
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this movement are premature; and that it is not a question of theoreticallv
to criticise the movement, but if and how the struggles are waged. "

(The above is only preliminarv remarks and nothins fixed. but a
contribution to examin'e these qu6stions tosether and in"practiie. The
question of professionalism, thb developm-ent of a comriron power in
the white fabtory etc. is not a question olthe rieht or false iddolosical
line...When we brought the cbncept of the "rilhite factory" intdthe
discussion, we wantedto point out that the workers in the h5soital onlv
cBu.l{ develop their powerindependent of professional -or depaitemental
drvrsrons and also onlywhen th-e division b-etweenworkers dnd oatients
was overcome. In thti movement the "white factorv" is underltood in
quite a different way: human concerns versus fact6ry...)

'l'he Vereinigte Deuta OtaAdolfSChinclfins factorv. with assemblv
lines as well 5s individual and group piecewoTk. prodrice parts for th6
auto industry. At the end of Feb"ruari,89 the VDO'estate in Bockenheim
Iines as well as individual and group piecewoik. prodrice parts for th6
auto industry. At the end of Feb"ruari 89 the vDO'estate in Bockenheim
was sold to a Swedish company.Bv"1992 production shall be moved io
Karben, where vDo has bouelit ariestate.'and production be mmoletelv
reorganised. onlv half of thd present 2000 emplovees will be ndeded.
and fhe reductiori will especia]ly effect the fordisriworkers. a maioritv
of which are Turkish rvomen. (Karben is outside"the area oisanli'ed b{'
the Frankfurt district of thd IG-Metall union.) From 1983 VDd
operated with 4 month contracts, normally renew'ed onlv once. so that
thousands of workers have been employed_in the faciory. A lot of
overtime is worked, now and then woik 6n Saturdavs.
Absence due to illness is at 20 percent. J

In January and Februarv 89 sdme workers received dismissal notes-
including some Turkish IG-Metall shop stewards. In March two of thd
stewardiput up a tent in front of the fa'ctorv sate and started a hunser
strike, deinanding no dismissals, VDO to idmain in Bockenheim,"an
end to overtime a-nd weekend work etc. A solidaritv committee wad set
up with people not working at the factorv. crehtins oublicitv and
s upported by othe r workers"di strib uti ns oleh fl ets in "tliei r facfories.
After a weekturkish vDo workers orgaf ised a'canteen strike' lasting
for several davs.
- A managem'ent proposal for reinstatement at another factorv untir

the case cbuld be'deilt with by the labour court. was turned'do*n.
{fte1 l_8 lays there was a dem6nstration by 700 people ina ifter 2O
days vDO*orkersorganised an occupation of the'officeof thefactorv
council (' Be triebsrat').10 workers, ma inly Turki sh wom en. parti cioated.
and rn solng. departments of the factory no work was dohe. Dbspite
threats of dismissal they remained firin. and the the manaserient
agreed to reinstate the hvo stewards if thev ended thehunpei s?iike Ii
ohce. In addition 40 percent of the dismisials were withdrfrwn and the
piece work rates weie to be reconsidered.-. Duringthe hunger strike the workers had to fieht on many fronts:
Agarnst the management.. aga.inst.the right win'g lG-Metall factory
council majority (not opposing-the dismissals and ag"ainst reinstatementf,
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the lG-Metall (demandins the new factorv to be set uo within the
Frankfurt area, bo as to kedp the membership dues of the workers) and
the solidarity committee (w'hose comm un ist'partv. KPD. maiority'wi th
their parE logicwanted to'centralise and to exclude other'vDb w5rkers
and work-ers Trom other factories).
The IG Metall does little except t6 react to the initiatives of the hunser
strikers and the solidaritycominittee, withthe aim of endingor reduc?ng
the effects of the action.
The solidarity committe, created by the hunser strikers. tried to take the
initiative of their hands. The strik"ers had a"t the beein'nins imasined a
committee of workers from the factory. In fact. tho$e who"came"where
the I(PD-people and comrades from iheir Turkish sister oartv TDKP.
With theii maiority they tried to enforce that no more oboole should
attend the cofirmiftee, io be able to keep the political'conirol. Thev
wanted to prescribe to the hunser strikerS wheri to sleeo and that thei
shouldn't smoke ('you must talie care of vourselfl). to make them int6
'patients'. Not the workers participatine ifi the acti'<jn. but the committe
should decide on further'steps '- and the result of the action then
attributed to the partv.
The hunger strikeis did not capitulate to this. but save interviews. sooke
at meetifrgs, discussed with VDO colleaeuei abo"ut the situation iiside
the factor! and further steps and with wo"rkers from other factories and
distribute-rl leafl ets.

Interviews with Turkish workers in Berlin.
uslv members of Turkish

'revolutionary' organisations. I t gives i nTormatiofi about Turkish worke rs
in Germanv. In addition there-is a lot ahout Turkish 'revolutionarv'
organisatiohs, of which there is a large number in Berlin. Generallv
thdse are criticised for not beeine inte"rested in the Turkish workers iir
the workplaces, about struggles,"organising and discussions there, but
only active in connection wilh and diEcussinE at their own orsanisational
mei:tings. This despite the fact that there ar"e a larse numbe"r of Turkish
workers-there and that the maioriW of the members"of these orsanisations
also are workers. Accordins to 6ne of the workers: " TheV need the
working class to come to po-wer. Thev don't want to brins the workers
into the-organisation - lhei shall orgariise in the unions andonly support
the party. All these leftistt sav: 'thE workins class must come io do'wer
and'build its own state' - bilt that is a liE, they want a stae bf the
intellectuals. not of the workers."
The second interview is with workers in a particular factorv. One of the

thines discussed is the nationalist feelinss cif manv Turkish ivorkers. and
that'in recent elections many have voicEd suppoft for the extreme iisht
wing German republican paiff. Further. theie is a lot on the situatioffat
the Essemblv lin6s at this factorv: The dffferent attitudes and behaviour
of various nitionalitites of foreirin workers concernins absence. assemblv
line speed. problems of orsanisins work slowdown5. (One eiamole of
the latter: Some people at a"line tried to initiate to worli slowlv. but have
no idea how this 3hould be organised. Theywork mid-wav dofr'n the line
and from there it is difficult td organise it: it must start ai the beginning
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of the line.) Alltosether there is in the interview a lot of interest for
those interdsted in"details about the concrete situation. orsanisation of
work a.nd production-processes in factories - something ydu in general
find a lot about in Wildcat.

Turkev - the emergence of a new labour movement.
f Echanges.

WILDCAT-INFOThis iournal used tobe published in the monthswhent resuEilssue of Wildcat didn't appear.'It doesn't aooeir anv more.didn't app.earj It^doesn't appear.aly more.
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-El Salvador: The pqfi {q,}-(f i.r.t there is ari'articleby Wildpat
about the situatiori.,Concerning El Sllvador media pay muiti'atteniiori
to gqerilla/military/political gfo.rps and actions- Af. t6r in i.ccolrnf 

-oT

a regular rssue ot wrldcat drdn't appear. lt doesn't apDear an.
The-last issue was no.25lApril 89. ivith the followins iliaterial:'
-El Salvador: The pofiEcaEimeiion (First there is an"article bv'

to guenilaimltrtary/potlttcat groups and actlons. Atter an account ot
derTelopments and events in-this'sphere. the article remarks that in
additioh to this comes the decisive role of the bv us often underestimatedaooluon ro uus comes rne oeqslve role oI me Dv us olten unclerestlmated
mass movement (organising in unions. demonsfrations. strikes). Secondlv
there is an interviei with f leader of the larsest union assodiation th6

vrrrr uvlttvrroLlGLtvtlD. ou tNLJr. uuwIIuIy
r of the larsest union assoiiation- th6
ork? (Froni'Collesamenti no.25) - On

there is an interviefr with 5there rs an rnterview with a leader of the larsest union assoiiation- thEr
UNTS, set upin 1986) - What iswork? (Frorfi'Collesamenti no.25ilOn
the housing crisis in West Germany - Actions aeaifist violence adainst
women - Italy: the regulation of strikes (see Iti'lv in this EchanEes).

UNTS, set up in 1986) - What is work? (Froni'Collesamenti no.25) - On
the housing crisis in West Germany - Actions aeaifist violence adainstrne noustng cnsrs tn west uermany - Actrons against violence asainr
women - Italy: the regulation of strikes (see Itily in this Echanies).

The-Kla (slslNA. Postfach 360 521,1000 Berlin 36) TheKla (Theorie
und Klassenkamnf) is a more theoreticaljournal pui out by thb people
who produce Wild6at.
No.9'contains a 1965 text by the Italian 'operaiist'theoretician Mario
Tronti, with the title "Mar*, Arbeitskraftj Arbeiterftlai#t'-- toselliii
with an introduction by TheKla situatins this text in the develoorffent of
the workers struggles, particularly theTIAT workers, in the'50s and
60s.(232 pases. gDM iricl. oostase.)
No.10 ha's the title "ZEROWORK- Politischen Materialien aus den
USA-1975 und 1977 zum nordamerikanischen una inieinitionaien
Klassenkampf'. This is a complete translation of the two issues (1915-
1977) of the uS iournal 'zERowoRK Political Materials' and cohtains
articles on:-Thd class composition in ihe USA in the 1960s: Caoital's
'New Dimensions': Kennedy's initiative - Remarks on the international
crisis - Crisis in the auto industry - Postal workers asainst the state -
wildcats in the coal fields - Universities in crisis- Th"e strussle of the
working class against the crisis: The self-reduction of pricdfin ltalv -
Food, h-unger an-d the international crisis - National Iiberhtion. sociali(m
and the strlggle againstwork: the case of Vietnam - Monev intheworld
crisis: the ildw blsis of capltqli_st power - New York'develop and
underdevelop.(288 Dases - DM12).'
There is a c6nhectibrfbetrveen Zerowork and the iournal 'Midnight
Notes' (see USA section in this Echanges)

(This section on the Wildcat group, includins articles summarised
elsewhere in this issue of EchanEes. 'fu'as unfortu"natelv made in a hurrv
and possibly contains a lot of priiting and translation 6rrors. RH 9/90.)
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CANADA
Nurses and healthcare workers strikes. Summer 1989
The following article on a strike in Summer 1989 of the flurses in the
province British Columbia is reprinted from the No.l/Fall 1989 issue
of the Canadian journal Class Struggle Bulletin.

NURSES'STBIKE IN BRITISH COLUMBIA
Ao ln nany other 'welfaro' capltallst

states ln tho past few years, Canada has
6o6n gov6re governnent budgot reductlone
of expondlturea on social and health
scrvlces. And as In many othsr guch
countriaa, thlg has Ied to rsslstanco by
yorkers dlrectly aflected by those cut-
backa. Such was the strlke which orup-
t6d on June Il by tho nuraes of BrltlEh
Columbla (Canadlm nurges Bre organlzed
and bargaln on a provlnce by provlnco
baala) . As a result of the stuto'u red
uctlon of spendlng on publlc heaLth,
nurses' wages havs laggod far behlnd tho
coet of llvlng for many years, leadln6
to a large6cale exodus from 'profesalon-
nJ. employment'. Thlg ln turn has lod to
& wldespread nurslng ehortage in a
number of countries, whlch of courqo
moans a oignlflcant lncrease 1n workload
tor all nurses--both work speed-up md
ever more ovortlne' These, ln short'
nre the reaaons lor tho mlli.tarrb cfaea
struggle nursos have exhlbltod ovsr tho
paet few yoars in Brltain, Frartce, Can-
ada, th€ U.S., and elsewhere.

Ths I7 , 5OO nurses of Brl tl gh Col uobl a
(8.C,) d€clded overwelnlngly to strJ.ke
rather than accept an offer of l8l wage
lncreases over three yoars. Thelr deo-
ands rere for an lmediate increage of
22rt and ?-5fi tn each of the second and
thlrd years, Increases in overtlno,
shlft, md weekond PaY, md lmProvod
worklng condltlons. Only by moang of a
slgniflcant lmedlate wage lncrease for
Btartlng nurses, they argued, could mors
nurges bo attracted--the only way to
lncreaae stafflng IeveIg, md so roducc
tho presently lntolarable workload.

Rlght from the beginning of the atrlke
the unlon collaborated with the hos-
pitals' nanagement md the government on
lixlng 'essentlaf stafling levels' at
approxiruately ?o* of the workforco, 3o
thlt there were never nore than J,JoO
nurses actually withdrawing tholr labour

at my one tlme. Although moat nursea
remained on the job. tlle effectiYeness
of the strike was strsngLherled by the
16fu6aI of the 29,000 workers (actual-ly
about 2ItOoO not deemed Iikerise 'essert-
tlal') wltiri.n the l(ospltal Dnployees
Union (tlEU), conolsting ol -nurses'
aldes, orderlles, clerks, Janltors,
etc., to crosa the nursgs'pickot IIneo.
Then on Jrrne 22 the.healthcarg workers
In the ltEU jolned the strlke. Although
this extenslon of the strike was not a
matter of nurses convi-ncIng hea-Ithcare
workers to unite with them in one fi.ght
for a comon set of demands, slrrce It
was conflned to 'normal union proced-
ures', and both unions did thslr best to
keep ttre disputes and the demands seper-
ate, ther6 was a rea-l- unity on tho
plcket Iines and thls undoubtedly inc-
reased pressure on the hospitals (tnd
the goverrunent, whlch fundB them).

'lhe strlking nursos I nrlllLancy arrd
obvious pubLlc (le. predomlnarrtly work-
ing class) aupport for thel.r stragglo--
despite the campalgn by tho medla to
portray the the nurses as 'ondangerlrrg
public heaJ-th'--Ied the hospitalo to
incroase thelr wage offsr on Junc 26 to
29.5fr over three years, (These numbers
were decelvlng. however, slnce Increases
were to take place every slx nonths,
lnstead of every year, thereby Iowori.n6
the overall lncreaser the lmnedlate lni-
rea6s was to be 6.25X, followod by oned
ot 6.25, J.0, 4.0, l.o, ,l .0, and l.o*.)

Up to this point In the strlke the
nurses showed no appararrt dlesatlsfac-
tion with the unlonr whlle B.C. nurses
had not provlously gone on etrlke, tho
unlon naverthelosg was prepared and
flexlble enough to contaln tho nursoe'
anger. llowever, whsn the unlon lmed-
lateIy accepted ('tentatlvely') the new
offer and bogan usln6 its propaganda
machirrery to 'encourage' Its accoptanco
by tho rank and flle, many rrurses begm
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to see that the union was not repre-
senting their lntereets.

Mas6 mger exploded over the next Bev-
eral days, as hundreds of Vancouver area
nurscs forced ths unlon leadershlp--
including on one occaslon by storming
their way lnto the unlon's head offlces
- to oxplain what seemed to them as a
betrayal of thelr lnterests, Thls dle-
play of combativity and autonomoug
action must have scared the unlon, ae lt
certalnly caught tho relatively lnexper-
ienced unlon president off guard. fn
the heat of the moment--undoubtedl,y
thinklng of her career as a uni.on loader
--she Ima.gined herself a benlgn dlctator
md unilaterall.y wlthdrew the support of
the unlon's executlve for the ofler lt
had just agreed to ild waa actlvely pro-
moting around the provtnce. Of qourse,
the uni-on couldn't tolerate this degree
of responslveness--it would destroy
thelr reputation as a responslble, ,good
falth' bargaining agent--and so tho n6xt
day the self-same uni.on president shatro-
facedly admitted she had vlolated the
'democratic procodure' by whlch the
union executive decides whether to rec-
omend acceptance or reJectlon of a con-
trac t offer.

From thcn on the urrlon admantly
lnslsted. i.n concert yith tho hoapltale,
that not a pcmy moro copld posslbly be
galned by th6 rrurseo sinco 'thoro'a no
more money ln the hospltale' coffers'.
In addltlon, a number of tho provJ"nceta
most promlngnt unlon laad€ro, lncludlng
the head of the B.C. Federation of
Labour, spoko out that the nurgga woul,d
be foofs not to accept thls 'groat,
offor. 'Ihe nursos refused, 1n tho faco
of this spectacJ-e, to eoderata thelr
mlllt&nt oppoBitlon. Whl.Le they nor-
oally would have 6one back to work on
the 'tentatlve acceptanco' of tho con-
tract offer by the unlon Leadershlp, thc
healthcare workora strlke moant contln-
ued plcketlng in aolldarlty. However,
that etrlke orrded June lO when tho HEU
'tentatlvely accepted' a contract prov-
ld1ng wago lncreaees far bslow what had
boen (lemanded. Thls sltuetlon provldod
a orossroads for tho nursea. Instoad of
remalnlng on strike arrd taklng tho
otrugglo outslde of and agalnst 'tholr'
unlon, they returned to work over ths
vrookand of July J--2.

Nevertheless, about l,0OO rrursss,
roughly half of the nurslng staff at
Vancouver CenBrul Hospi taI ( tne prov-
lnce's largest) organlzod a m&Bc EBaoE-
bLy July I on the basls of oppooitlon to
the contract offer support6d by tho
unlon, Thls is where an antl-unlon
orlorrtatlon cou]d havo led to the
struggle breaking out on lts own. llow-
ever, whllo sorne of that coneclouaneag
may liave been present at that asoenbly,
It was far from dominatl.ng as ran_k and

fIle unlonists captured control of thls
'dlseidant movenent'. 'lhe result was
tho creatlon of a 'Yoto No' ca.opalgn
complete wlth fundralslng ao that the
new 'dlseldent Ieaders' (a ahop etaward
rmd another Iow Ievel unl on functlonary)
--whother genul4ely elected or self-
appointed ls unknoNrn, ths }atter belng
tooro likel-y-'could spread the 'Yote No'
lressago around tha provlnce,

The rank and fllists carrled orr tholr
campaign of diverslon and defl-atlon of
anger by dlrecting 'dlssident, nurseg
aafely back lnto the unlon straight-
Jacket, flrst, by helping bo organlze,
withln the union, an 'lnfomatlorr
meetlng' for Ju).y k for all nurses ln
greater yancouver to learn what ,options,
they had, It became clear that the
optlon ths dlssldent leaders were pro-
motlng wao oloply 'vote nor and re-opon
negotlatlono wlth a new bargalnlng com-
mlttee (presumably composed of a maJor-
Ity of theoselves and thelr supportors)r
and evsn thls optlon, they argued, could
be pursued rlthout golng back on strlkel
It was a cl-asslc case of base unionLat
recuperatlon.

?he union leadership was ohrewdenough
to Bet the date for contract .ratlflca-
tlon' votlng for July 12. eleven daya
after the nuraos had returned to woik.
Th6 nurses lurmedlately recognizod thlo
ae a tactLc to demoralize them lnto
votlng 'yea', and this was cloarly rof-
lected 1n thslr 'dlssident' trrger of
June ?? to July t+. But this mg6r never
roally broke out of the conflnei of base
unlonlsn. And the medla alded Irr thls

DrolecL of dorallnent by glvin€ much
Lro6"r.e to the two dlssldent Ieaders
who travelled arountl the provincs to
soread thelr 'Vote No' message. The
unlon leadershlp also.lId Its part ln
thls charade by playlng the 'bad cop'r
by also Bendlng a delegatlon around the
piovlnce to counter the dlssidents'mes-
sage, openlY threatening nurses bY
toll1nA them that if they dldn't approvc
tho offer, the goverment would unques-
tlonably prevont them from golng b&ck on
rtrlke Lnil force them to llve rdth the
oontract they were supposed to be freely
votlng on (thls was openly said t9-b".,
based on reliable 'Inoltle Infomatlon') '
md. accuslng the dis8ldents of belng
'renegadee' vho wsre trylng to 'sPIit.thc
unloni. The dlseldent leadsrs responded,
o( courao, by ronewing tholr comltoent
to tho unlon, end claimlng to bo c&o-
paiqnlng only for oPenness and democracy

"t t[fn Ihe union--whlch was underrlably
truo.

Thls display of faction flghtlng and
the oedla'i witl-lngneso to continuously
publiclze it undoubtedly 1ed to increas*
ing popularlty for th€ dissident leadora
at-tire- expenso of the existlng IBader-
ship. ltowover, there is no doubt that
wnen the nurses dld flnally vote md
decide by 65F to reiect the offer their
t,rl nclpal moLivatlon was simple recog-
i,l ti n^' that it diJn't come c.lose to
rneetlng what they required, what they
had gone on strike for'

Following the vote of JUIY l2 the
urrlon virtiatly disappeared from slght
and media attention. Apparent.Iy, thelr
strategy of 'Laylng low' was rsally to
wait a;a aee how the nursos would react
--would they begin lrtcreaslng prsssure
for renewal of strlke actlon? would thoy
spontaneoue.Iy go out on a wildcat? or
wlulrl they only demarrd a new bargainlng
commltteei The stratogy worked because
the only reaction of nurses was a rola-
tively iveak demard for a new bargainlng
commiitee--which even nursee who had
voted for the deaL thought was necessary
now. Eifoently, the substi tuttonl st
dolegatlon of idlssitlent' Ieadershlp to
the base unlonists had left most nurses
passlve md atomlzsd.

TlIe unlon's response waa to not dig-
contlnue the ban on overtlmo and 'non-
nurslng' work wllich had ln furce slnce
in" utii-x" ende'l--whlch had made nurses'
work iust Lolerable enough for tlrem to
ue wiiling to 'sit tlght and hope'--.
whIle addlng only one new'dissldent'to
the bargainirlg commlttee. Even the rank
urd flllets dlrj little I perhaps they
wmted to ou twalt the leadershlp and
then reactt but they rsfused to call for
a renewal of the strike or even 3gy
oscalatlon of Job actlon By this polnt

uurilugc J

they had comp)-eted their key missl.on of
recuporetlon, and weren't about to re-
open any doors to potentlal 'clraos' (ie.
autonomous struggle).

Unlon-mmagemettt bargaining, under a

nutually agreed uPon 0ediator, was
flnal}y renowed August B. The unlon
demandod the sme amount of money that
had already been offered by the hos-
pltals, but to be glven over a two year,
rather than a thres y6ar, tem. The
provlncl al govemner)t, of ter three days
ol publicly amourrced 'stalemate' , and
at the urging of the hospitals' bargairt-
lng agent, threatened to end the 'freo'
bargalnlng and havc a deal inrposed by
binding arbi trdIion. So oD AugusL Iq
the union, ever-so'reluctantly', agreed
to have a deal bindingly iopoEed by the
medlator that was a-Iready presLding over-
the negotiations. Its lelders arguod
that they 'had no cholce' ('what can you
do?') . what wi ttr the governmerrt's
threats, and that &tl"east the rnodiator
was 'impartlal' ar)d 'awaro of nurgos'
concerns', The union agreed at tho Bmo
time to imedi atoly erld tho overtlno and
non-nurslng work bans' Lo and bohold'
tha new deal contained exactly the sans
wa6e lncreases as the earlier one, tho
one nurses had rejected, had over ths
flrst two years--that was the onJ.y dlf-
ference, that it would bo for two rathsr
than threa years.

0ncs nurses realized what they wore
stuck with for the next two years and
that they must go back to their intoler-
able levels of overtimo work, lt wa8
clear that all thelr anger had returned.
But by now they felt helpless md def-
eated. For some, perhapo mors than evor
before, the onl.y optlon they see then-
selves as having is to quit. Others
will refuse some or aLl overtimo work
they are 'requested' to do. The unlort
has said such actlon will- bs a purely
.'lndlvidual' natter--ln othsr words,
such nLrrses can expect tro unlon BupPort
--but since lt may weLl be wldespread,
the base unionlsts, ln order to rotaln a
semblance of credlblllty. have takon on
the task of 'supportlng' md identifylng
thernselves wi-th an overtime boycott.

For now, it appears the rul.ing claso,
from the government and the medla to the
unions and the baso unlonlsts, have suc-
ceeded ln 'taming' tho nurses of B.C.
Ilowever, it can be said wlth confldonco
that the nurses wlll return, more com-
batlve than ever, and having learned a
few lessons fron this experlence about
what not to do next tloo.

PERS PECT I VES

'lhe attacks on and tha conditions suf-
lered by B.C.'s nurses show clearly what
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capitallsn has in store for the wholeworking cIass. Capi.talism no longer haoany option--whether It Is the Rlg[t auchas Mulr.oney ln Canada or Thatchei InIJri tain, or the Lef t auch as ltittermd
in France or CorrzaLez ln Spain, whlch loln power--but to severely irttack tneIiving and wor.kin6 conttitlons of theworklng cfass everywhere. Squeezlng
mole arrd more out of us is the p1[y-way
capitalism's rulers can reduce TliTrdebts and oako their yarious natlonaLcapitals mora competitive on the worid
market -

.. The.nurses' strutglo ohowe cloarlylhat deterlor.ating llvlng and workl-na
conditions force even the moot lnexpir-loncod sectlone of ilre wor.klng claei'intlre capl ta)tst metr.opolos to 6trtt<e Uact
wl Llr great mlli tancy. It aLeo showeulyllry 1hc lmporoncy of struggllng
wI [nIn tho unLona. Tlls unlona todayrill orrly contaln and dofuse workari'nlll tancy. The nurses' etrlke thlo sun_ner ls. further proof of thls for anyone
who stilL needs lt,

.. Ths flrst steps of both self-orgurlza_
tion md exLenslon were exhlblted-ln
thls strike, but there was not a clearconsclousness of the necoselly of ;;ihtoday lf workerg ars to move'iorvard inthoir otruggles. 0n the queeilon of -'-
extsnsion partlcularly, B.C. nursee
Bhowad Lhat they are eapeclal)y prons tocorporatiet illusions (notablv oi tne'professionall st, varlotyt, jis[-us"-
nurses in I'rance, Brltalir, orid eLserhore
&re.

'lho 'extension, of the strlks to thehea.Lthcare workars 1n the llEU--tho bulkof hospltal workars In B,C.--was ln facta completely legal affalr wholly
under unlon control. Even thoueh lt lgcertaln that nost hoa-Ithcare woikere --
reallzed that strlklng alongsl.do thJnurses. was preferable to otrlklng alona,even though nany nursoo roust havE cona-'to reallzo that Lho healthc&ro work6rs.
atrlke strengthsn6d thslr own, and sven
though thers was clearly a groat doa-L of
solldarlty botween nureeg md hoalthcareworkers boLh un the pickot llne and lntho hospitals (for thoso workers bothunlons forced to contlnue working to

provide'essentlal services!)--and all
of these factors undoubtedly advanced
the claes consciougness of nurBes and
heaLthcare workerat novertholgee, the
'extenslon' of tho strlke was not a g6n-
ulne axtenelon because lt wag nelther
under the control of the workors thoB-
gelvea nor forced on the unlons by tho
workers' self-lnltlatlvo, and because lt
dld not lead to a genulnaly unlted
strlke wlth comDon deoands and comElt-
oents on both 'sides' to not rsturn to
work befors the 'others' but only when
all the common deEands havo been Det and
I majority of a}l strlkers choose to ond
the strlkB. There was clearly a cert&In
anount of corporatlve distruet botreon
tho two 'sides'r the nursos had a nuch
noro ollltant and deteroinsd coneclous-
ness, a clear recognition that tho Btato
ls thslr enemy (afbelt not a clear rec-
ognitlon that 'their' unlon ls a part of
that state), and an lntransigont rofusal-
to accept any'best offors'which didn't
meet thelr domandsr while nono of thiB
wao ovldent In the healthcare workers,
who ended up accepting an offor ropre-
aentlng less than half tho wage lnc-
reaseo they had demanded, md only
barely above tha presant (and evor-
rlalng) rato of Inftatlon. At the sms
tlne the nurses percolved thomBslvea--
and ths medla dnd the leftletg aIBo pro-
pogated tho ylew--as unlquely undor
attack froo a 'vlclous rlght-wlng gov-
armentr md unlquely deservlng of a
'great deal I ,

The nurses dld indeed taka the flrst
stop of oelf-organlzatlon once thoy rea-
Ilzed the union was openly actlng agelnst
thern, but thelr general- aseembly wae
immadlately captured by rank md flle
unlonlsts who gucceedsd In dlvortlng tho
milltancy and Belf-tnltlatlve back lnto
tho unlon by focusing aII sgor at th6
exlstlng Ioadershlp and Irrl tlati n6 a
faotlon flght of ehop stewards ud other
low level unlon functlonarles agalnst
the leadershlp, who wero portrayed (as
th6y al-ways Bro by rank Md fillsts) aa
'out of touch wl,th tho rank md fllc'.

Self-orgmlzation whlch doea not
lnvolve a refusal to racognlzo anyone
partlcipatlng ao prlvelged or deservlng
of a speclal statuB becauge of thelr
posltlon wlthln the unlon. a complate
openness to all workers lnvolved to
volco thelr vIews, and declslona about
what collectlve actlons to undertake
made by a slmplo majorlty of a show
of harlda (after debate,. of courso), Is
only stuntod and partlal self-or6anlza-
tlon. Workers cmnot alect a few leaders
to 'carry out tho necesaary taeke'. It
can never be that sInple. Rathor, they
mLrst declde, on tho basis of thorough
and open discussion, what actlons will
taken by aLl the workers involved, And
they oust continue to meet regularly

outside of the union so they can declde
on any further actionE to take or alter
their previous plans, and so workers not
already lnvolved can also take part,
l'hey oust algo send delegatlons of theo-
selves to other workplacos so as to
opread the struggle and llnk up. After
nll, the more workerg involved-in the
otruggle, the more effectlve lt wiII be.
(k{e can say speclfical}y ln tho case of
the nurse8 that thelr assenbly should
lrave been made open to healthcaro workers
ne well,) If thls orlentation succeeds,
nnd the struggle breaks out of unlon(s),
then the workers in thelr various assem-
blles can elect nurdated and rovocabledologates to a centra-I. strike comolttee
to co-ordlnata tho overall strugglo,

t'or the nurses md tho whole worklng
cl.ass of B.C. this strike repreeents irlgnlflcant step forward from tho stateof affairs that had prevailed here for
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a number of yaars, that is, a Iack of
open combativity--even though Iiving urd
working condltions were (arrd contlnue to
bs) slowly oroding--md a thorouglrgoint
i.dentificatlon with tlre uniong (even if
there i.s a widespread recognition that
the unions 'can't really do mything for
us'). ?he B.C. nurseB'strike exhlbited
sma-ll slgns of the way forward for all
workers todayr miLitant refusal, to con-
promise with the state, extension and
self-organlzatlon of the struggle. For
workers to take up tlris course they nusL
shed thelr illusions in corporatism and
unlonlsn by recognizlng that such illu-
sione render impotent eYery strugglg to
defend our Iiving conditlons today.

W
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Remarks from a Norwegian comrade about this article and
about Canada:
On the C.S.B. article
we have little other information on this nurses'strike and have
therefore renrinted the article above in full from c/iiJ SiiggteBulletin. '

we could havewanted some more information on certain ouestions:
togive^a fgtu ex.anples: -Simply, what is the name of tlie RC. ;nil;l
unron'/ -What is the percentaEg of unio-nisation? (Nurses'struggles
in f91 example Frairce and Holland have takeil ptiCe amonq a
workfbrce where only a small minority is organised.In the US asTar
as we know only.abciut 15 percent of,socaffed'Reeisteied Nur;b?work under 'collecrive agr'eements) -How is the fiealth sector in
B. C. organised (pub I iclpr'ivate own6rship/funaineiird ;h; t il iti;
co.rrespondr n g system o_t uni on organisa tion? -Th6'article mentions
I hea.yy wgrklo.ad t.or the nurses -and dissatisfaction with this. But
does this dissatisfaction take other forms than suCh a stiitieinaTlie
various activities associat_ed with it tana ii the;nly il;;;;;ti;; iii;one propagated by tlle c.s.B. at tlie end of the iriicldi6.jrt iii"
nurses in an organlsed way hol(ing assemblies, linkins upwith ottriiworKers rn a common struggle tbr common demafr'ds^etc.)? The
article does say that the B.c]fiurses neueiprevioriiiv*eni;;rt.i[;.
a.nd that many nurses have left'professir5nal emplovment'. But ii
t here mo.re to say, ab^out loka-l strikes, absenteism, woiking to grade.
vanous 'rndrvrdual' lorms of protest or dissatisfaction. efc.?"
- our reason for saying this is not an obiesiibn'wiitr htt kinds of
fa ctua I i nforma tion or wi th"ind ivid ual' roimibf pibleisi. gut. on ihe on;
hand ourgene-ral experience with thelaniiviii;5f itr-ii."s rr;il il;;;i;
ot the polrtrcal spectrum whjch c.s.B. identifies with (see moie aboutti e_ b u I I e t i n b e I ciw ) - ev e n i i i ii i J im t v t" ;, il;l I ; iE,\ [iH i i-.ir" ti"t"Llic.s.B. article - is ihat they give pre'ciously liiiia;; f;i i's'a lone and
detailed analysis of airy strikE is cbncerned seia-om ;io"iainniii? i"l-i
rnlo.rmation. knowledge and understandine for the rbader. bilt lehvins
her/hrm to.accept the scattered information-given, the brief 'seneralitiei
ahout a strike oiwave of strikes said to be tak'ing place, etC-dn ttie oilia;
hand. th.e information/questions asked above ivbuld ih;; ;r;l;i;G i;get.precisely this. undersia.nding - both about ttre g.C. nirijei ina- t "ili[seclor, the srtuatron elsewhere rn Canada, and compared with the nurses
and health sector in o.thercountries (foreiample Biitain. princelno ttre
US - countries mentioned by ttre c)s.n. iiseif inlhe'iitlir'e).'--
A com,parison does not only-mean the oh-so-correct phrases about thecaprtalrst crrsrs, the attacks.of the ruling class, the spedd-ups in a certainor,.ail se.ctors. etc, and the^corresponding ones'about'the need forse.rrorganlsatron, extensr-on of the stluggles, common demands. breakrvith the union, break with professionaliiin/corpofatiim. erc. g;iitib. i;;seerng rt as. rmportant to give also this 'infoimation.'knowledse dnduncterstandrng as we.;ust.phrased it. to be able to point out and dxolain
(Dy aooressrng questrons Ir ke the ones we raised a6ove, as well as gjving

detailed information about the working conditions, technological
develooments etc. and chanses in these) the-obvious differences betfreen
for exa'mple health sector s"truqgles arid other struggles in a country or
health se'ctor strussles in diffei5nt countries. And in- the context of ihis
particular B.C. nfr"ses struggle, it would for example enable us to know
for sure. instead of askins d'iestions about, if this was a strike of a union
which oisanise practicaflv'all the nurses, if there is a large number of
unorganiied, if there is a private health sector with differe-nt conditions.
and so on.

As an examole relevant to the remarks above. we can refer to the
article on the UKhurses struggle in Echanges no.60 (as well as to a series
of articles in various issues - manv of them not yet metttioned in
Echanses - of the German iournal Wildcat analysinE the health sector
develobments under the title 'The white factory'). Aia difterent wav of
'analysing', we can refer to the writings of the ICC triticised by Norwefian
comfade"s'in Echanees no. 62.

From what we"have said above, it will not come as a surprise that
we have some reservations about some parts of the C.S.B. article. A
number of thinss we would have seen and/6r expressed d ifferentlv. Whe n
C.S.B. talk ab"out a mass meetins where an "anti-union oridntatiolt
could have led to'..". about the B.C' nurses beine "especiallY prone to
corooratist illusions lnotablv of the 'professionalist'va'rietv)'1 fhat "the
nur'ses had a much mbre mi[itant and determined conscioil6ness" (than
other healt sector workers) etc., we are not with the C.S.B. neither in
their oarticular lansuase hor in the ideas and concerns which this
lansuise exoress. THis discussion can not be raised within the limits of
the3e r"emarks. Suffice to say we do not ascribe this kind of ideas of a
'consciousness' to rvorkers sfrusgles - that a 'consciousness' in the sense
meant bv these small political-sioups and expressed in their platforms
and 'oolitical oositiofis' is soffiethins whicti is needed prior to and
deterinines wtiat happens durins th6se strussles. Neithbr does very
'militant' expression's' about bei"ne'anti-uni5fr'. nor the accusatiolrls
about'corpoiatism' when the elemEnts for explain i ne this'corporatism'
(its reasofis as well as weaknesses and str6ngthsfare more or less
lackins.
Our views about this can be found in previous and certainly in future
Echanges publications. At this point we can however quote from the
article"on ihe UK nurses strussle (Echanses no.60, p.48-49):

"A lot was said about th6"'ordfessioialism' of lhe nuises actions
leadine to their isolation...if the hispital sfnkes could frnd some comparix>rt
it wofid be with the oostal sfl'ike Tanalvsed in Echanses no.58) Secause
at the veru orisin oT this action'is th'e deep confli{t {or mahagemertt
between the ifroerative to rule a public seivice according 1o biisine.ss-
Iike oolitics...afid the oresent coinpetition for workers.1between tlte
diffelrent branches of ihdustrv fthe most prosperous ones being able to
offer better conditions whicfi i public service threatened consTantly by
cuts can't do). The balance of 'strupele in the hospitals as in the Poit
Office arises from this situati6n...the striki:...exacerbated the
contradictions. gave the measure of what could be done and what could
not be done ahd as well the experience of fighting for oneself,....in the



NHS fhe staff was deeply divided in different catelories and thenurses
were. more threatened liy disqualification than otfrer cateioriei o? ioi
qualified ancillaryworkeis; thdir fieht has to be biiea oi-iieirii,ifissiiiiit
qualrtr9a.tron a.nd the,wage.s attached tg it; t-ltlp was their strehgth as well
as thetr rsolation and weakness. Another difference is the conseouence
of.tltg nature of work. P o workers coutdwiihd;;i thairioi(i;l;l;iit
whic.h gave them a sreat streiith -roi itoi-6fieasoni irurili i;"it'iiiit
do the sam-7, even lf taking v{ry original forms these actions were not
never as ettbctive as the PO stiike;-their creeping strike lasted for one
year to end in ruins and in appare,nt disillusion.Tn the pieseii a"ait
sltuatron they could not haue done more and what thev frd was effouph.lor the time being, to seriously shake the health bitildinp: the m7re
Drrsrness trke management of- hospitals is bringing a m6re militant
category of health wbrkers overcomins the tradifrorialwiii or iiiik'iii
and closer to other workers. The elimTnation of professicinalism woufr
not come about from any kind of propa*anda brinsine conscioisneiiio
t l.t i s ca t e gory of wo rkersb ut fro m \he i r rfew condit fr niof ioiii4: iii'"'r, r
tltem in the same conditions as other workers, a situation which wilt
givebirth to new ways of thinking.

Other struggles

Some other canadian struggles are mentioned in this issue of c.s.B.:

--l'.,.In vancouver this summer there was also a strike of workers in the
fish catching and processing sector - wtrictr is iJtiii"ity sizeaiile ilai; -
which 'their' union effectively sabotaged".

- '...the strikes by nurses and other pubric sector workers in euebec inSeotember". r

No more information is given in C.S.B., but they ask for A .,decent
a.ccount. lrom a.re'.'olutiona]ry perspective" of this i{rli6. Wir ;o;ld ;;
that we would like to-see som-e infoimation about this from C.s.B. itselIwlrethcr it is particu.larly'revolutionary' or not, rii6"iinan not seeins
an)'thrng at all. Havrng writlen something on the nurses in a particulaY
regron ot L anada, rt would be natural tb distribute somethins about
another region also, precisely to be able to get an overall vieri of the
sttuatron.
The strike refered to here. could be a strike mentioned in the following

way in the March 90 issue'of Labor Nofes:"During the past few years, nurses across the us and cartada havedefied ho
-slrike l-aws in order. to w.in significant victories. The euebec nurses
u n i o n.,fo r. e x a m p I e.. I a u n c h.e d x sev e n - d ay ii t e eil' si ii ie fa;i r;; ; * h i[tearned them tlouble-digit wage incrdases"as wett is'iaaiiioiii
compensation for evenin! and tieekend work.,t

Class Struegle Bulletin (C.S.8., P.O.Box 69804, Station K, Vancouver,
According to the publishers, the main

reason for this'issGTfto *publicize the ficts ol ahd th" lesions to be
drawn from, the nurses strike in B.C. this summer." They write that it is
uncertain if another issue in the same form will appear, and we have not
yet seen anything else published by the C.S.B. group. They also ask for
international discussions and exchange of material.
This issue also contains the text "The outlook for class struggle today",

which clearly situates the C.S.B. in the'milieu' of small 'left communist'
groups worldwide. This is further shown by what appears to be the main
concern of the C.S.B.: discussions with and contributions of a member
of C.S.B. in various journals of such groups.

Letters from the C.S.B. have been received and answered by Echanges
as well as by Norwegian comrades, but no response has been received
and nothing else dishibuted by them, so we can give no further information
about this group. The letter from Norway commented this 'left communist'
milieu as well as asked for more background information on the B.C.
nurses strike and the other strikes mentioned in C.S.B. as well as the
publication of something about them. In the Ietter to Echanges it is said
that the group will report on important movements of class struggle in
their region, and also that "we are essentially a discussion group which
identifies itself politically as left communist (in particular we identify
our'programmatic'origins in the KAPD, KAPN, Gorter and Pannekoek
of the early 20s)." Part of the answer from Echanges said that, from our
publications "you will see that, like you, we are interested at first by the
important moments of class struggle of today. We are like you as well
more a discussion network and most of us have connections with the
council communist movement. We certainly have differences when you
refer to programmatic origins of early 20s that we consider as relevant
to this period of capitalist development but not at all to the present
situation but we think that such a discussion has to be related to the class
struggle we talked about above."

'Modernisationt of the trade union movement
The Canadian Labor Congress is a national federation of unions of 2,3
million members. The following is reprinted from Labor Nofes:
"The Toronto masazine Our Times reoorts that the Canadian Labor
Conqress has told its staff to stop usins the phrase'ln Solidariil" to sisn
lette"rs because it "sives the wions iltessa'se". The oreferred ohraii.
used by CLC President Shirley Car"r, is 'Yo"urs fraterilally'." I

Solidarity Bulletin (Vancouver IWW, PO Box 65635, Station F.
@Nsrs)Wehaveseentwoissuesofthisbulletinof
the Vancouver branch of the Industrial Workers of the World. Others
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canadian Iww branches are found in ottawa and roronto. S.B. is a
small 8 

_- ]2 oage bulletin which has been published since 1983. No.9/88:
Indian blockade (on the struggle on the Gltskan wet'suwet'en peopilto
protect their Iand) - The opening of B.C.'s first freestanding'abortion
clinic - on IWw campailn tobrganise Northwest U.S. ion-profit
institutions - on the (2 person) IwW branch at the vancouver stirdent
qaper Gleaner - Intervii:w witli secretary of the Iww General Defence
Committee (a committee to defend and support IWW members and
other labor activists and prisoners) - IwW solidarity with strikins
workers of the white Spot reStaurant chain and with C-anadian farmworkefr
- Free trade demystified (on trade agreements between Canada and the
IJS) - vancouver Iww bianch minutes. No.3i89: Iww members at the
vancouver'walk for peace' - IWW protest against Ottawa international
weapons fair - Toronto and vancouver IwW activities - Norway faces
ya.ge freeze, s9_cigl services cuts (summary qf the text about Nonway in
Echanges no.61. In a letter (April 89) from the vancouver IWW toihe
writer of this text it is said: '

"l was especially.interested in the situation of the Norwegian workins,
class under a soiial democratic government. Here in vanc6uver (and in
most of Canada as well) the vas{maioritv of the left ire ivmiathelic iili
sStcial..dgynogrycy _and its Canadian branch, the "Nei Democr.aiii
farU".The NDP has never been in power oi a national level but thev
have controlled a few of the provincial governments from time to timd.
H e r e i n B r i t i s h c o t u mb i a, t ti ey l e si sr at€ a stii i i n i * orie isb i'i*' t o' i ii-i i
iobs. i1t 1975. Everytime theyiak€ power. it's th7 same siriiitiriaii$.
social service cutbacks, etc. thaf is standard fare with liberal aid
consewa t ive governments. "

This last issue we have seen says that the bulletin is published 11 times
a year and that the (negotiable) subscription price ii $10 a year.

From the vancouverlww th'ere is also other material ariilable. w"
have seen_the pamphlets "one Big union of the Industrial workers of
the world" And "Looking for a decent union? what the IWW offers
you", and the leaflets "The power of property. How private should
properg,.be:.', "rh9 forgotter libertarians - fie oire Big Uirion movement
and "AIl rights (p)reserved - management and democracv".

Material by and about the Canaiiian IWW can also be found in the
IWW paper Industrial Worker.

RH 9/90
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TURKEY

The emergence of a new workers movement

No.47lSummer 89 of the German language journal Wildcat contains
material on this, which we summarise below:

The April 89 actions and some backsrounds:

New workers struggles after the coup
At the end of the 70s there was a strong revolutionary movement in
Turkey. The left organisations counted hundreds of thousands of
members and armed clashes were frequent. As the strike movement in
September 80 ended in a general strike, the Turkish generals and
NATO answered with a military coup. Under conditions of hard
repression the measures of the International Monetary Fund was
forced through. The generals forced the workers back to work. The
leftwing union federation DISKwas forbidden as well as demonstrations
and strikes. Working hours were increased, Saturday work introduced.
Labour laws concerning dismissals were not changed, and every year
contract negotiations took place.

There was no workers offensive against the coup. Leftist actions was
mainly concerning prisons and repression. Organised workers' protest
in the factories was strongly repressed, but there was all the time small
strikes. But only after some years took the firstworkers demonstrations
and meetings place through the state sector union Ttirk Is, trying to
prevent any political influence and to outmaneouver the left. To be
able to control the growing workers protests, the government for two
years partly restored the right to strike.

Since 1986 strikes increased especially in the private sector, for
example by Netas (Siemens) and leather factories in Istanbul. The
main demands: Wage increases, reduced working hours, increased
holiday. In 1988 the 12000 workers in all paper factories striked for 3
months. The strike wave which started in the beginning of 89 comprised
for the first time almost the whole state sector.
The strikes are the result of the sharp detoriation of the living conditions
of the workers in the cities and the countryside. Parallel to the adaption
of Turkish production to world market conditions, income has been
greatly reduced by inflation.
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The state sector
There is a number of state owned production factories with 600000
employees. This includes branches like steel production, metal
manufacturing, shipyards, shoe and textiles production, drink and
cigarette industry. Some of these factories are-owned by the Turkish
army and here special labour laws applies and strikes aie prohibited.
The aim of the government is to privatise the state sector. All workers
in this sector receive the same government guaranteed minimum wage
- there are no wage differencei. This wagels below that in the privaie
sector. Because of this product! from the state sector to the private
sector industries are relatively cheap, and many capitalists are not that
interested in this privatisation. Daimler Beni for example produce
ghe-a_ply in Turkey luto parts which are exclusively made t'or eiport.
In 8-5 there was a strike of the union Petrol Is aswell as by steel and
aluminium workers. But alltogether there is no strike tradition in the
state sector.

The recent movements
From the beginning of 89 the state sectorworkers demand an imntediate
wage increase. At first they put their demands to the unions, because of
the forthcoming contract negotiations. But within weeks they develop
struggles with a participation and variety of methods of struggle never
before seen in Turkey. The workers all the time find new wayTto evade
the repression. It is important that all the workers of th-e factories
participate in the actions irrespective of their political ideas - leftwing,
social democratic, even right wing and strongly religious workers take Io
the streets together.

On the 14 March 1000 angry workers from the weapons factory of
Kirikkale near Anakara storm ihe union building. That'is the start bf a
number of workers actions.

On 15 March the workers of a military textile factorv in Istanbul drive
the union officials out of the factory, because they oppose actions. The
next day 1500 of them block a main i'oad and it corires'tb clashes with the
police. The union headquarter in Ankara oppose any militant action but
pledge support througtr'passive' actions likb beard strikes (see below)
and boycott of eating in the canteens.

Also in cities where strikes have not yet taken place, it comes to
collective protests, with new forms of stiuggle spodtaneously arising.
Bus boycott for example. meaning that t"h"e wbrkers walk"to woik
arriving ma.ny_hours late. Or instead bf an open strike, all the workers go
to t he hospita I to register as sick. The employer must even pay wages f6r
that day.'The colit'ctive walk through' tlie city beconiei a flrotest
demonstration which partly blocks thelraffic. Eaiing boycott, m-eaning

U\,lr(rllBUJ llt, \/-l

that the workers meet in the canteen but instead of eating held a
meeting. In the military factories, where it is forbidden to have a beard,
the workers protest is expressed through shaving boycotts. Because
meetings are not allowed here, they are held in the workers living
quarters. In one city hundreds of workers seek divorce, with the
argument that they're not able to feed their family. Others announce
their children for sale in the newspaper. Other places the workers
march barefoot, to demonstrate their poverty. All the time it is
emphasised that the actions "are not political", because political
actions are forbidden and can lead to military intervention. It also
comes to more offensive actions like strikes and occupations of main
roads. Strikes among electricity workers are particularly effective : in
some cities the lights frequently go out and factories must stop production.

An important role is played by the 3000 workers in the steelwork
Demir Celik in Karabiik, one of the large steel complexes put up by
Russia in the 70s. On 24March the workers announce a strike, which
the authorities (without any legal right to do so) postpone for 60 days.
In protest the whole city strikes for one day. But the steelworkers stiffle
production. The management complains that more and more machines
don't function. That is more serious than a strike and wages must also
be paid.

Throughout March ten thousands of workers are in action. On 13
April coritractnegotiations startbetween the government and the state
sector unions and a social democratic party official. The workers
demand 400 percent, the unions reduce their demands to 160-170
percent, the government will only pay 100-720 percent.

The April actions
The actions on 13 and 14 Aprilwere the high points of the movements.
Alltogether more than 100000 workers from the state sector participate.
The struggles start in the military factories in Istanbul, where the
shipyard and textile workers are best organised. Without a national
coordinating organ they spread spontaneously all over the country.

In Ankara 1200 workers leave a factory and block the main road to
Istanbul for 3 hours. In Istanbul 20000 workers go to the hospitals to
register as sick. The whole day traffic is jammed. In the cigarette
factory Tekel 30000 workers, mainly women, go on sit down strike in
front of the factory and then go to the hospital. At the end of the shift
they return to the factory and demand the resignation of their union
leader.

The article gives further examples of actions in cities like Izmit,
Canakkali, Golciik, Adana, Bursa, Tavsanli, Diyarbakir, Usak, Siirt,
Erzurum and Malatya - a look at a map of Turkey shows that these
actions take place in mostparts of the country. The forms of actions are
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sit d^own strikes, canteen boycotts, marches to the hospitals, blocking of
traffic...

on 20 April there is still no result from the contract negotiations, so
actions are resumed all over the country. 36000 rail workdrs register as
sick. workers in a factoryin ostanatolien sit down in front of thifactory
and announce a hospital march the next day. At demonstrations iir
Istanbul (where 10000 _shipyard workers pafticipate) and Ankara it
comes to hour long clashes with police.

The common demand for all these struggles is the increase of the
minimum wage. Therefore the movement oily to a small extent spreads
to the private sector, even if state and private fhctories often are siiuated
in the same industrial areas. In 183 private factories 20000 workers
striked in April, mostly in small fac[ories. The important auto and
electro industry was not affected. In these industries fhere is also piece
work, so that wages are somewhat hisher.

The boss of a Iirge private factory #es the situation Iike this: "ln the
private factories there won't be such actions, because we pay more and
like to pay more than the state."

1 of May
.Great expectations existed in Istanbul for this day, which has a special

significance. for the revolu.tionary organisations siirce after the coup all
demonstrations were forbidden. This day powerful demonstrationiwas
envisaged. and on the foregoing days calls-fbr a'general strike'circulated.
The government threatened to dse force against all actions. Tiirk Is
propose a march to the hospital, the social d-emocrats want to support
the union, but at the end the unions withdraw all calls for demonstrations.
It ends with 6000 leftist in confrontation with the police, with one worker
being shot.

A general strike by the unions is announced in connection with the
negotiations, but no preparations are made. some hours before it was
supposed_to start in the whole state sector, Tiirk Is agree to a contract
with a 141. percent wage increase. Many expect that tle workers won't
accept this, and some unions and siewirds have expressed their
dissatisfaction and consider further actions.

New forms of organisation of the workers?
The movement this spring has bypassed the union bureaucracy; the
leadership.had no influence on the methods of struggle.
All the leftist try, with differents arguments, to work in the unions. some
currents try to build a kind of 'base union'('Basisgewerkschaft'). Apart
from the unions in the federation Tiirk Is, there ale a number oi unions
covering only a factory or a region. In some of them the left play an
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important role, for example in Karabtik. In general their organisational
c.onceqts are limited.to the lqg_q]irlrg_qf DISK. It is consciousiy 'forgotten'
that after its foundin g in \967, DISK-like any other union dev6loped
into a bureaucratic apparatus controlling thastruggles.

we have little information about how the worfters organised their
struggles in the next months. There was'temporary comm"ittees'which
were notunderstood as organisations, butwas setuil and then dissolved.
These committees organiied assemblies in the canteen or in areas of
the city ("workers councils") where working conditions and methods of
struggle were discussed. Mbetings or studi-es on certain themes were
also organised. An.important rofu was played in these committees by
revolutionaries which came from the oigahisation Dev Yol and since
1"980 existed'underground'in the factories. In the factories in Istanbul,
Ankara and Golci.ik there is a number of such groups, which build up
parallell structures to the unions. If this is the geim for the developmen't
of a workers autonomy or will end in an alternative trade'union
movement, is still open.

Interview about the new tendencies in the movement
- a revolutionary

party which.a.dvocated armed st11gg.le ; survivin g a m assa cre I i q ui d ati n!
the leadership of that party and inlail until 1956. Today he advocatei
the cooperation of the left groups ahd an orientation towards the mass
struggles.

Question: In the 70s the Turkish labour movement under the leadership
of DISK (Revolutionary Union Federation) reached a large influenc'e
and extension. This spring we have seen f<ir the first tim6 since 

.l980

mass action in the factories. This movement differs fundamentally from
the union movement of the 70s. What are the differences?

Answer: In the 70s DISK mainly organised private factories and left
the state factories and public sect-or tdTtirk Id. However, as it came to
confrontations in connection with the contract negotiations, it became
necessary to advocate DISK as the organisation for allworkers. DISK
had probieql to fulfilthe e_xpectations] we can characterise this period
as the juvenile period of the union movement in Turkey.

Concerning the present movement in the factories, formally it mostly
involves Ttirk Is mem_b,ers, but this movement has bypassed both rtiri<
Is and the former DISK. It is really a movement-of the workers, a
movement which has developed despite of the unions. This movement
doesn't follow any road prescribed by the functionaries, but has decided
on its own road and leaders. The unircns have remainedwell behind the
movement - that is the main difference with the 70s.

The leaders which the workers movement has chosen are mainly
people from the socialist movement which after 1980 have becomi:
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workers or managed not to be thrown out of the unions. But I must
emphasise that they all keep a great distance to the concerns of the
lefrwing organisations. Neither do they stick to the old union structures.
Workers councils and workers representatives playa bigger role to them
than the union hierarchy. Some days ago I participated in a meeting
where the workers voiced their distrust of the unions. They only identiff
with the structures they have built themselves in the factories. Like this
it has not been in Turkey previously. We are in a transitional situation.
The influence of the unions is not completely broken and the workers
councils have not completely established themselves. Most importantly
they have not formulated "any political demands in additicin to thlr
economical.

There is another important difference from the 70s: the methods of
struggle. Then, struggles quickly developed into hard and militant
conflicts..Today we see that the workers put more emphasis on convincing
each individual. AIso when they leave the legal framework, the struggles
are waged by large numbers of workers. Aid they appear legitimaG in
the eyes of the mass of the workers and the population. Tlie workers
show a great creativity and manage to include alsb those who don't want
to take a great risk by struggling.

I must now come to the last and most important difference: the
workers movement of the 70s had not completely broken with the
bourgeoisie. Then the attitudes of large parts of thd working class was
influenced by the hope to ascend into the petit bourgeoisie. Today the
workers realise the impossibility of this. In my opinion there exists for
the first time among the workers a consciousness of "us and them", they
feel the contradiction between them and the bourgeoisie. That was not
the case in the 70s.

Interview with workers of the Istanbul cisarette factory Tekel
This interview gives details about the worsened living conditions of the
workers and how actions took place in the factory. First a canteen
boycott, then all together "to the doctor". The unions talked to them
about a 250 percent wage increase. Later they heard that the unions only
demanded 90 percent from the government - that is less than the 1989
inflation rate.

(The above is offered as a summary of events whichwe think are not very
well known. Echanges could give a different interpretation of the
meaning of workers action in such a counfiy, of the role of 'revolutionaries'
etc. Many remarks about the latter in the Wildcat material has not been
included.
RH 9/e0)
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FRANCE,
French bank strike. Dec.89 - Feb.90
No.13 of the French journal 'L'Aube Internationaliste' contains material
on a two month strike at B.N.P. (State bank in France). It is a complete
report of the strike which began 12112189 on a wages claim in the
Foreign operation center, to last two months up to mid-February 9A.
Even if very strong in this part of the bank and even if spreading all
over the country, the strike remained a minority strike.
A strike committe was established, consisting of union and non-union
people. This committee was to be revocable by and its decisions
subordinate to the general assembly of the Paris strikers. At first, the
strike got the support of the unions, participating to the strike committee
and controlling the discussions with management. Even so, the strikers
in Paris kept the general assembly every day to decide how to go ahead
with their movement, published a special independent paper ('Tache
d'huile'), organised a lot of blackades of offices and public manifestations,
and made a lot of different attempts to spread their strike. A coordinating
committee for the offices in struggle was also established.

The unions in the strike were a trojan horse. As usual, they tried to
keep the strike quiet, preventing its spreading, and organising useless
token demonstrations. At the end, four of them (of the five unions
involved) signed a deal with management and ordered the end of the
strike without putting it to a vote at the strikers' general assembly; the
strikers attacked and ransacked the local offices of the unions. Apparently
only one union, the communist party dominated CGT, supported the
strike to the end - but strikers denounced this union's double dealing
using radical words in front of the strikers and doing everything to
break the strength of the strike behind the curtain.
(L'Aube Internationaliste contains a detailed chronology of the strike
and some reprints from the strikers leaflets and papers.)

L'Aube Internationaliste (address letters as follows: M Duchemin, c/
o L'Herbe Rouge, l bis rue d'Alesia,75074 Paris) No.13 also contains
the following material: USSR: the long march towards democracy
(with the chapters Some principles on capital - The various attempts
of democratisation of the Russian state - The nature of the Russian
revolution) - Extracts from the press of the 'milieu' (from 'Echanges'
no.63 on UK poll tax riots -'Internationalist Perspective' on strikes in
Russia -'Communisme'on Algeria and Burma).
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fg^su,bscliption price-is given, but the price of this issue is 5 francs.L'Aube lnternationaliste particip-ates ln the project putting out thejo.urnal' Revue In ternati onai e d u Mouuement eolirmrf, irt";,-t"g"irr"i
with the journals/groups Comunismo (Mexico), f"mrniit franti (india)
and. the. French groups communisme ou civilisation and LlUniofr
Il:,,"^r-11,-1,1ng, 14 presentation text of L'Aube... has been published in
lnrs Journal. I hrs text says that after some years of studies 6n questions
IIKe dem,ocrary.and state, the character of the wars, socialism in one
country, Ir beration struggles, parliamentarism..-some people decided i n
1983 to make a definite-6realiwith the'marxrst Ienrnlst movement'. The
rejection.of 'the democratic principle, moved ttrei; ;;;;ie close. to .the

:oI.T_rni?,"J"fr.t,particullriy thd Italian left with g;rdiil;"d iir;uerman letl with Karl Korsch. Then follows a commefrted list o[theoretical texts from back issues of L'Aube tnlernationulirt".

i{i?iifiCo_mmunist Gioup as it is caltbd-fi1hii F.;;Tiiiii;;;;,";; in,,r-,r -rh^
oron t exrst any morO, the Groupe eofomuaiste Mondial-oi-W;]id
Etrfl #rJ?frSii,ix,1i,tJi,:ill;:;is,$tiEir*rir]*s*,*,,".",,'til"Ib:
SISl$:*l:.**yxl'rp,16lii!"d'fl ,elb,riii;i?ilii,i;;,;-,1,.'e.d"i4

f[e. Cgmqr.uJrisf Revglution.Special issue This i

ancr /us ano ror manyfears publlshed the iournal .Le programme de iasocieteco.mmuniste'lThemhinaoCum"niinihi;ipffi [f i'rtitir1lw"*rifico m m u n i st G rou pJ iogrd m r1r bl'. it 
" 

r r,;;o; k i dfi;fi ti on, o. extra cts
I{9I,tI!' q I y""..-/E ng8 s i n d, rh ;ii;fi ;i,tis t'i"ft 6Yi iI iv,. rfu ;d!A i ;
4[so a tong Iist of 'Basilc (e4tp of.gu.r Ma*ist Hiitortcdl-ii#''(i;iHlbji:
89, maintv"of the'rtaiian 1"erf)*.trlJn iheriayii%;;ii;bi;'i;, FI;r"h;;ir1.
Ihgy -tg.l.,t be available fioni iti6Ger\4'i;'Fi;r;i,-.;j"y: drt;'L'iltirltr;
textS exiSt - many of them in ouite easity availitiie'eciiii6;;;iiot#^:il:;;
ot h e r,l a ngua ges" I i ke pe rm an i n d- E;dl [h:" " "' "

,h!:i,:1"dii8lTf, girfl lllrll,"u,!lJl,UitS,*'*#,lf LlH,,",,,iiil:::HJXof the text on 'Yeste:day' thi GeM'a,ih;,.dii;Ti;1li;idri";i i;;;;;;;;
o f t h e Co m m u n i s t P ro! ra m rn et i of 

' 
M_a-m-iEn'e'ei;, i;"#"i ;l;i ii ft ;;;;:I s t. I n te ryr a ti on a l, t h q rqft of the' 2h d iii G.ri;?i oiiof "r ii"tli i;;#ii;% i :Italian Comlnunist Lefi). 

-in 
:roiiiv; 'fi;;-iajkl"iUi,,it 'iii;' :O;;;;i'i

co n t i n u i ty. . . o f t h e prog rain m i ti i ie s'i'cr raji"'n ;T'tid W" ir,i' b",iri,",i ii i liPjrtv rvith the vie# iojiJ ie?oili;ii#:-':'i;"T;r;;ro#'ii predicrs the

;?itlji:fl 'r?8f,1ii?Ir*f siltJJ:siltr?ilnrlll?SpiyEtn*.lifi
Prosramme.I'.

Jtie QQM cal.ls for distribution of and sqbscriptions to the iournal. Nosubsc.ription price isgiveh, trritili+ii;orilii;i5sr;'ilii.'ftdt"#'rffii,iX
be addiessed to: Le"progiamme de'ra ie"di;ii;; *;ilili;i;, rril)b,75965 Paris Cedex 2CJ.

An issue of a iournal in French (no.3) is also available from the group,on 'The dictatdrship of ttie piol'ei;ii;d.

Tne. rc$et or,gavlles (commissio_n-prison R6pression, Bp 163, 75463
Paris cedex 10 - in Frinch) No.4/March 90, Th" ;riol 6r tn"crii*ur*
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mutineers - The trial of the St Maur mutineers - Spain: hunger strike of
political prisoners (PCE(r) and GRAPO).
Leaflet-in qgppor! of a movement, 'dead prison', initiated by prisoners

in the Moulins prison for several claims concerning all piiions, and
leaflet distributed by these prisoners (2815190).

Radio Tomate (BP 182, 75623 Paris Cedex 13) Bulletin of a free radio
giving-short infbrmations of the various groufs using this radio.

Nouvelles de nulle part - Bulletin d'Informations Libertaires Est-
Ouest (c/o CNT, 33 rue des Vignoles, 75020 Paris) No.O/June 90: For
the supportof a libertarian movlment in the East -Ttre appearances ot"
an anarchist activity in Poland - Reports and interviews from the Trieste
qreeting_ (particip_ants from Poland, Yougoslavia, East Germany,
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, the Russian anarchosyndicalist group KAS
- List of addresses of anarchist groups in these countries.

For a pamphlet in French on'Russia 1989' available from the above
address, see USSR section in this Echanges.

A cgntre courant s!ryrdical et politique (Against the political and
syndicalist current) (4 rue des Iris, 52100 St-Dizier) No.i3lmarch 90:
When the west is moving east - The condition of w6men in Maghreb
!od?y.- U-SS_R: the cracks in an empire - Struggles in a factory:-Case
Poclain, St Dizier. No-l4lApril-May 90: The Socialist Party washes
whiter - Who is responsible? (On the function of the unions and workers
self organisation) - On the transformation of the Post Office in France
(first step to a privatisation) - Nuclear power without a future.

Courant Alternatif - iournal of the Oreanisation Communiste LibertaireffiP 1213.51058 Re'ims Cedex)
No.92lJafi.9U: Rirmania (lVhen caoitalism sun6ort a revolution) -El
Saltadon near the volcanbs - The sthool and th6 immisrants'chil'rlren
- Restructuring the PTT (post and telecom) - Anti-nuc'Iear strussle.
No.95/April 90: Inquirv on homes in Lvon hnd Bordeaux - l0 vEh'rs of
*.ry.ggleFfnFrcnch prisons - Chile: thdfirst difficulties for the'popular
Chilean movement - Poland: an anrcho-punk srouo.
No.96/Mav 90: Asainst the racist crim6s - A"sain'st the sovernment
proiercTofieSliuctririns the PTT. a qeneral strikd? - The prisions on trial.
No.97lJune 90: The third world debt - The risins of nationalisms in the
EasJ-=Frarrce, the leader of militarism -PTT: fhe defeat of the strike
against the government projects - Housing poliry in Ile de France.

Iztok - libertarian review in French on the eastern countries (BP 70.
75563 Paris Cedex 12) No.18-19/June 90: Special issue on Chir\a. The
decline of the Deng dvnastrL AToEiEtvln irisis. The events of April-
June 1989. The Pekin$ mas(acres; a loi of documents on the evenis of



6changes no 65

James Schenkel.

TGV (fast soeed train proiect) To enlarse the basis of the strussle
aeel-ndt the TGV and the mhnaiement of l'and - leaflet in French 1fl9l
9U from 'The mutineers of the living people roundabout'. (No address
- copy at Echanges)

the last year, direct interviews of students and workers involved and
commerits on the present situation in China.

L'Intersyndicaliste (GSED. 11 rue St Vincent de Paul. 13004 Marseille
ffi:1190-1990: the revolution soed ahead - The en<

rdicaliste (GSED. 11 rue St Vincent de Paul. 13004 Marseille)
Irlfin.e 9D 1190-1990: the revolution g.oed ahead.- TI" "ld@tten, repressed and not said... - Everybody with

: (lnterrosations ftlr a
ii\ Cedex"l2) June 90:il Cedex"l2) June 90:

Presentation text 5(th.e gropp (Our ideas, our activity, who are weTlIePresentation text 6f the group (Our id'eas, our activity, who ar'e wefiIe
in Fra.nce)^- Translatio-ns frbm. and an-aftgrwo.td fo Bpb Black:'The
abolition 6f work'- Corres.pondence (Mainly critiioues from'nrarxisls'

rn'd answers to lhcscof the humanitarian.positibn of.Inteirogatibns arid answers. to thcsc
letters) - List of available material - Lisiof iournals developins views
si mila/ to Interrogations: The American iourrials'Anarchy',' Derfrol i tionsi m ilal to Interrogations : The American j ourrial s'Anarchy',slmllar to lnterrogatlons: I
P grby'. a nd.' Fifth' Estate'.

Zionisnl abortion of the'workeis movement - Reports of intervdntions

Included with
to appear in

September, asking for participation anE money (indicated priie is 10
francs/1I). It willbe'dedicatdd to subversion of the social order' and
September, asking for participation anil money (indicated priie is 10
kancs/1I).. It.willbe 'dedicatdd to subversion of the. socia.l order' and
will publish: 'Informatio.n concerning struggles, strikes,.riots and anywrll publrsn: 'lntormatlon concernlns strussles. stnkes. nots and anv
operior latent form. of resistance to cafltalist"il6mestication' - Informatioir

(No s'ubscription price is siven - orice of this issue is l0 firancs.)
'Ava.ilab.le in.Englis.h is aI page text: 'On crisis ideology'(a crititluc o[
marxrst theones and assumptlons).

Le Brise Glace (BP 214,15623 Paris Cedex 13) No.4/Sumnrer 90: Wc
HeVe toEuess whht wi I I come la te r - A worker mifffifiEcussio n 5Et wcc n
Br ise GTace and Alberto Francheschini, author of ihe book - in Italian
;|4a.ra, Renato and me; history of the founde-{s of the Sed Brigades -

oh modern al ienation. new techniquds of suppression. economic trends.
etc...' Write to: Les Archives de'l'Avenir, 7 rue J F Gerbillon, 75006
Paris.
Le Frondeur (BP 105.94402 Vitrv Cedex) From this address a number
allournafs apleared throughout fhe yea16. The last one was L'Unisme,
bui differenbes develooed-between-oarticinants to this oroiect - see
Echanses 64 p.Z.A new series of Le Fronderlr now appeais. No.1/Julv-
Sep.90J Editorial - lVfoneylhe impossible question -'Revolulion aitl
apSearences - On the parirphlet'Pbtentialit6s situationnistes.

Subscription to Le Frbnddur is 30 francs. The pamphlet'Potentialites
situationhistes - Propos sur.la communication libreet ses ennemis'by
Y.loannidis is 40 francs incl. postage.

6changes no 6-5 79

BELGIUM
Perspective Internationaliste - Journal of the 'External Fraction of the
ICC (In French and English. Available from the following names/
addreises: Destryker, BP 1181, Centre Monnaie, 1000 Bruxelles, Belgium:
IP, PO Box 395, Montclair, N.J. 07042, USA; BM Box 8154, London
WC1N 3XX UK) No.L6Ailinter 90: Section on "The emnomic situation":
Bankruptcy'ln ftrETtrira Worla, Collapse in the East, Debt and
Unempioy-ment in the West: "Everything is fine" - Section on "Eastertt
Europb: Dictatorship or Demo craq,One Disaster after another", with
these-articles: Whatls happeneing in the Eastern Bloc? The debate in
our Fraction - Romania: Dictatorship or democracy, one disaster
follows another - The ICC and Eastern Europe; a degenerating
organisation makes a flip-flop - The changing face of imperialism.

Communisme - Central paper of Groupe Communiste Internationaliste
(In French, from BP 54,BXL 31, 1000 Bruxelles 1, or GCI, c/o L'Herbe
Rouge, 1 bis rue d'Alesia, 15014 Paris) No.3 l/J uly 90: An issue devoted
to R6'mania with the title' Proleta ri a n ttmggleanaEourgeois control i n
Romania, Dec.1989' and the articles: Introduction - The 'socialist'
accumulation -Management crisis in Romania; the bourgeois offensive
- Revolt and control; the tragedy of the 'common happiness'. In
addition chapter 4 of the series 'Contribution to a critique of economy'.

per in Spanish of the GCI (frbm BP 54, BXLComunismo-- Central paper in Spanish of the GCI (from BP 54, BXL
3t, t0oo gruxelles 1) Nd.27lApiil 90: "1984"..8.s..82..89: worse tha.rr
predicted - Argentind. the Monieneros accomplishes of the democratic
bonsolidation of the impunitv for torturers and murderers - Theimpunity for torturers and murderers - The

forces between classes - Proposals for an
consolidation o
relationship_of world f6rces-between classes - Proposals
international meeting.

Mouvement Communiste pour la formation du parti communiste
mondial (In French, from BP 1666, Centre Monnaie, 1000 Bruxelles 1,

or Editions M.C., cio L'Herbe Rouge, 1 bis rue d'Alesia, 75014 Paris)
No.LiSpring 90: Looking attentively at the USA - The USA State: main
antl-cyAililitalist weafion - Nothing new in thee East, except for the
capitalist recognition of the crisis - The modalities of capitalist exploitation
- Romania: between state restructuring and proletarian outbursts.
(This last article is also published as a pamphlet.)
This journal, meaning the'Communist movement for thc formation ol

the wirrld communist party', is a regroupment of two journals previously
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SWE,DEN
Echanges has started to receive some material from Sweden this year.
We welcome this because both among Echanges participants and
subscribers there are a number of Scandinavians.

This is a presentation pamphlet in English (it also exist in a number of
other languages) of the Swedish qyndicalist union SAC: Sveriges Arbetares
Centralorganisation - Cenfral Organisation of Swedish Workers).
Differently from a lot of other syndicalist organisations, this is to a large
extent a functioning union, with around 13000 members. This pamphlet
presents the SAC over 6 pages under the headlines: -SAC: a democratic
union -SAC: a politically independent union -SAC: a socialist union -
SACIs industrial programme -SAC and the fightagainstunemployment
-SAC and the environment -SAC for international solidarity.
Address: SAC, Sveavagen 98, 113 50 Stockholm. SAC has recently
started to publish an international bulletin in English, but this we
haven't seen.

Brand (Box 150 15, 104 65 Stockholm) Brand is a Swedish anarchist
paper, quite widely read as far as we know. We have received a number
of issues (most of them containing a separate sheet with at least the
headlines of each article translated into English) and will make a more
proper presentation in another issue of Echanges. No.34lFeb.90: Swedish
refugee policy - A discussion on occupation of houses (On the basis of
a concrete example from Sweden, what should those arrested say in
court? Should fines be paid?...) - Occupations in Amsterdam, Berlin
and Hamburg - War in Copenhagen (On the attempts to crush the
nrilitant political milieu BZ and the houses they have occupied) -
Actions internationally and in Sweden against the Shell oil company
presence in South Africa - Political war against the Kurds (On a West
German trials against Kurdish political activists of the Kurdish party
PKK) - Strike! A talk with the SAC secretary (About a strike on the
l2th of Feb.90 against the social democratic government'crisis package',
eventually defeated in parliament, to impose a price and wages freeze,
restrictions of the right to strike etc. In this strike movement many
members of the SAC participated, and the strike contributed to the
resignation of the government (followed some days later, it must be
added, by a new social democratic government under the same prime

(.cllallEcs Il() ()-)

minister). This interview concentrates on the SAC activity and problems
of mobilising their members. Reproduced is also a spee-ch from a SAC
demonstration against the government) - Crazy hnarchists stir up
strikes? (On accusations about anarchists being behind a wildcat strike
among assisting nurses at a hospital in the city of Malmti in January) -
The history of Shell (This article says thatatthebeginningof the century
Shell had strong interests in Russia and that in the aftermath of a largi:
strike in Baku in 1904 they bought most of the oilfields. Shell's most
important factories and refineries were in the Kaukasus area where the
1?Ig-"rt oil fie_lds wer-e situated. Large profits were made during WWL
With the building of workers counCils-in the 1917 Russian revolution,
one of the first tasks isto expropriate the oil industry and Shell's empire
breaks into pieces. When a number of Western countries goes to war
againstRussia after the revolution, Shell convinces the brifish government
to send troops against Baku and the oil fields. After 5 

-months of
struggles Baku falls, but the British army tries to advance further on so
the oil companies set up their own army called'the wild division'. The
pggptg of Baku take up arms and struggles goes on for 3 days before'the
wild division'flies. For the second time the oil industry is expropriated.
But British and tsarist troops besiege the city, leading to a fhmine, and
eventually capitulation. The British took over the cityagain and a strike
breaking out some days after is brutally repressed. Shell then financed
the_ts,arist general Denim who with his forbes ravaged though Georgia
and Kaukasus plundering and burning the cities supporting the revolution.
Eventually the regimew of Denim falls and Shell loosei its oilfields for
the third time. Shell then attempted a boycott of Russian oil and
succeeded in making among others England dnd Italy to forbid Russian
oil in their harbours. Shell's largest competitor Standard Oil saw its
chance and started to negotiate directly with Russia. Shell also controlled
oilfields in Turkey and Romania, and enormous profits were made
gyriqg ryWI and WWII, selling oil and petrol to'botir sides'. During the
30s Shell was one of the companies contributing financially to the
German nazi movement and supporting Franco in Spain.)- Boycott the
1990 national census (This article calls for a boycotf of the census and
argues that a boycott campaign could be successful. The 198-5 census was
boycotted by 57000 persons, around 1 percent of the population, but
there was no boycott campaign. 2 weeks after the deadline 200000
persons had not sent in the registration forms. and it took the government
a year to reduce this to 57000. The article says that a bbycott of 5
percent is a bad result (from the government point of view) -with a 10
percent boyc-ott the result is without value from a statisticil viewpont.
There are references to the West German census and the oppositibn to
it some years ago - on this we can refer to the article "Who's afarid of the
security state" in Echanges no.56)
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Subscription to Brand is SKR 90 for 10 issues, payable to the postal giro
accounfno.478 2480-0.

No Nation Bulletin No.4iMay90: This is a handwrittenl2page bulletin
of the People to People Friendship Association. There are references
to a Manifesto, which we haven't seen, and that this Manifesto has been
spread to all continents. This issue does noty enable us to say precisely
what the PPFA is, but appearently it has to do with contacts and
exchange of information, culture etc. between people from the developed
and underdeveloped countries. It contains material about: PPIrA-
group formed in Lagos, Nigeria - Nigeria, my country (Remarks on
[tigerian society) - L?tters from conta-cts in various countries - About
the situation in Palau (A United Nations Mandate, administratcd by
USA since WWI and bne of the US-Trust Territories in the Pacitic
Ocean - now with a self-governing status but not fully independent. 'l'he
Palauan constitution prohibits chemical and nuclear waepons ort its
territory. There is a strong pressure from the USA, linked to possiblc
financial contributions, to allow this and other US military equipnrcrtt
and installations. The situation of the people of Palau is not well krtown
and the PPFA urges the spreading of information and protests against
US pressure. (No Nation Bulletin is published 4 times a year. Sutrscription
is 5 US $ or the equivalent, money order or postal giro accourrl 4E072()4-
6, to PPFA, c/o Soren Groth, Nyg8rdsplatln36,610 70 Vagnhiiracl.)

I-J.S.S.R.
Summer of discontent (Newsweek917l90): In the Soviet Union, it's
time to brace strikes -and possibly worse.

First congress of miners (Nouvelles de Moscou 2916190): Report in
French of the congress and the attitude of miners in Donetsk since the
strikes of Summer 89.

Political failure. a condition of the economic success? (L'autre journal
situatuion in the

U.S.S.R.

Mutinies in the army (Nowelles de Moscou 81600\: A lot of information
ffintegration of the Russian afmy.
(A copy of all these articles are available at Echanges.)
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given). one part is an account of all kinds of political parties and groups.
i ndependent un ions, environmerto I groupr etc. witri contact a ddressc,and teleph.one numbers. Another "part'i, a .h.onJogv or strikes.demonstrations etc. for the whore Dad. lCan b;;;il;;ifrm Noureile,de nulle, cio CN! 33 rue des Vignol"r), rj0r0 p;;t -"

can write to Echanges.

MEXICO

Ford a_nd other struggles

ll,"^1"h.-qge of material on Mexico has taken place for a while betwee.
1 lg*"$l.Luld a French.comrade, and some materiar o, M"*i.i,
lpf;:ll:d rn Echanges no.64. The sending of some materiar f-; usrerrwrng papers about showing solidarity w-ith the Ford workers apainstcompany repression and the murder of i worker. and givi,g ih;;;J;;;;of a 'Movimiento Democratico de r.o6o;oJti;;';; ?;'t'&J,. b;;il;
L[l"ll"ll:g_I:Tirk, from the p."r.t .8rroa-" (ii; eii)," l he American radical pape_rs are full of addreis.r'n,,,( of calls lirr.
::ligqy$ t-E Mexicari wbrkers a nd the .tl;;;i i,; 

-h,, 
i i, i 

: 
i,,.r" p n J",, r,unrons. I here was even a lgyc^ott campaign agairst s()rre rrccr nracre ina Mexican brerverv on strik6 for weefts (!"" T,.n"i,g.,-'i,+.y. r'here arctw-o interesting asfiects concerning these strrruulcs:

-More and more US firms are lnvorverr iri''irr,. M.ric;rr (,c()nonry
transfering their factories to this country on,r ,,i,],,u;i,;i;,.,g nrore anclmore links with the US workers.
-The attemnt to build.'indepe^ndent' uniorrs is nl,r.r, t.ornplcv. Ort orrehand the us lert unionists .oi., rinJ i"r]"'ri,iiir,,, ri;.,' *;;,';iicir .w, rio hragainst the bureaugracy.of their rninn arrrr . .,,,,,triLiuity';il;;"i;:
looking for among American wort ers. 1r trririk rr,,', ,ii'.: u",y *rong onthis point.) on th-e other hand the of iii;rr uS ,,i,ii,ii;;.,;i, sh.w somesupport as part of the.bureaucracy srr.;rrt'gy r, st.illt. tlrt, rcl;,ri,rrrlriilabour-capiial in the US." r .'

This
a uermanversion of the articre on Gor6mhi;i;
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It should be mentioned that Mexico the lastyears has seen a number of
large struggles in other sectors than the oni:s mentioned in Echanges
no.?4. Thiiincludes health workers, other car workers than at Fo-rd,
gasworkers, university teachers, telephone workers, electricity workers...

Reprinted from Industrial Worker (IWW) Feb.90:
Mexican copper workers strike
"Last Fall, copper workers employed by the Cananea Mine - Mexico's
largest - struck the the 100th time since a 1906 strike was broken by
U.S.Rangers. Then, as now, workers struck for better wages and
benefits. Now that Mexico is secure in its sovereignity, our fellow
workers south of the border need not fear U.S. intervention to break
their strikes - today the Mexican army takes care of such mattcrs. A
Mexican historian found that with the wages that drove Cartattca
miners to strike in 1906, workers today in Mexico's Federal District can
buy only half as much food. "It's not that things were good for Canarte a
workers in 1906", Ruiz Harrell explains, "but that mexican workers in
the Federal District today have it very bad." (Information from [,atin
American News Update)."

-For the address of and information about the journal Midnight Notes,
whichwe reprinted some Mexico articles from in Echanges64, see [JSA
section in this issue.

ITALY
The resulation of strikes

(lnterview with a labour lawyer, from no.29 of the journal Primo
Maggio. In German in no.25 of 'Wildcat Info' - see Germany section in
lhis issue of Echanges.)
The interview is about the passing of laws regulating strikes mainly in
the public sector. The main point about this law is that it actually exists.
Concerning strikes, article 40 of the Italian constitution only says that
the right to strike can be exercised "according to the laws which
regulates it". For 40 years the unions have been opposed to a regulation
of strikes through laws, seeing it as a dangerous involvement of the state
in its own sphere and as a threat to their freedom of action. The line of
the unions was the 'self-regulation' of strikes.
In Autumn 87 however the union UIL (the smallest of the three main

UllldrrBU5 llu t,-r t,-

national union federations CGIL - CISL - rJIL) demanded a regulation
lry law of public sector strikes, which was passed in the summer of 89. In
cises where the unions have their own rules about self-regulation, these
take precedence over the law. In other cases the right of strike in public
sectors can be exercised under certain conditions: a 5 day warning must
be given, the length of the strike must be stated, and measures must be
taken to allow a minimum of services within the sector affected.
I ixamples are given of sectors where a minimum service is necessary, for
cxample: Hygiene and health - Public transport and traffic discipline -
tr'roduction and distribution of enerry and goods - Post, telecommunication
and public radio and TV information - Education, particularly exams in
public or state recognised schools as well as final exams at the various
stages of a university education - Customs etc.
'l'hE question is asked if the law is pro or anti union. The answer is that
the unions see their role of self-regulation as recognised, because the
law says that union rules on self-regulation takes presedence over the
law. In this sense the law can be seen as supportive of the union line. The
appreciation of the unions can also be seen in that the decision on
minimum services take place through negotiations. It can also be seen
and practiced as anti union, regulating the limits of a strike and the
union freedom of action.

Bolletina Biblioerafico (Centrt-r cli documentazione di Lucca, via degli
m i.ucca) No.9/June 90: A list of journais (mosily
Italian) received and kept at this documentation center. It contains
descriptions of the contents of the journals as well as addresses and
prices. (No price given for the bulletin.)

This center has material of the left publications in ltaly and on
movements in various courttrics. More complete cataloges as well as
photocopies of material is available.

SPAIN
SINEWS is the newsletter (in English) of the Spanish Information
Network (note new address: 131 Spencer Place, Chapeltown, Leeds
LS74DU, England) and has been published since 1984 - currently with
two or three issues pr. year.SINEWS is a syndicalist publication providing
information from the Spanish labour movement, particularly the syndicalist
part of it. It is openly in favour of the CNT-U/CGT, which however does
not mean that the views of the CNT-AIT is not paid attention to. (About
these groups, see Echanges 61 p.13 as well as Echanges no.63 and 64.).
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The contents is partly the publishers'information about the syndicalist
groups or the situation in various factories (mainly those with a relatively
strong syndicalist presence),and summaries or translations oI articles in
various syndicalist papers independent ones like the dockers union
paper La Estiba. (There has also been material about r.rnions outside
Spain, like the Dutch OVB and the Swedish SAC.) SINF.WS is thercfore
a valuable publication for those interested in Spain and not rcacling
Spanish publications themselves and a newsletter we carr rcconlnrcrntl a
subscription to.

Most back issues should be available and the calculatiorrs of lhc price
for this and a subscription is a bit complicated so we suggcst l lxrt I lrosc
who are interestedwrite to the above address themselvcs.'l'hosc wr.iting
should be aware that SINEWS is a publication with fcw ccorronric
resources, so you won't get anything for free.

No.14lMay 90 contains the following material: Eleventh Corrgress oI
CGT/CNT (Apart from some factual information, this arliclc also givr.s
interesting, but not surprising, details about tactical nran('()uvr ings,
competition for influence etc. which you also find in tlrcscr kinrl ol'
organisations - in this case between'reformist' and 'radical' urriorrs orr
questions like the composition of/voting power on various corrrrrrillt't's,
if members of political parties can hold office in the Cl(i'l'anrl tlrc:
influence of large vs. small affiliated unions) - Opposition grou[) l-or rrrs
in CGT (Against statutes revisions at the congress incrcasirrg llre
influence of the unions with many members) - A short report frcnr lhe
FASA-Renault factory (CGT opposition to planned redundancics
supported by the other unions in the factory) -- A contribution irr arr
ongoing polemic between SINEWS and the UK journal lllat:k flag -
Report from the Michelin factory (reprinted below - a typical exanrplc
of some of the material which appears in SINEWS).

Michelin uniled asainst new shift system of '5th Team' (from SINtjWS
no.14lMay 90):
'R.ojo y Negro number 16, for lanuary 90, reports that all the unions at
the Michelin factory in Vitoria have been implementing a ban on
Weekend working for six months. This is in opposition to the
implementation of a fifth shift, which would bring Vitoria (presently
working three shifts) in line with the company's other factoiies which
have already moved from four to five. The unity of all the unions
involved, which is a phenomena unknown for 6ver ten years, has
converted the Works Committee into a genuine Coordinadora, and the
workers are kept continually informed via regular assemblies. (At the
present the composition of the Committee is CCOO:8, UGT: 8, CGT:
5, ESK-CUIS: 3. Massive demonstrations are held every Thursday, and
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only 200 of the 9000 strong workforce is attempting to scab, although
ttrc ban on Weekend working makes this impossiile anyvay. Nmo.st
)000 members of the workforie are paying 600 pts (f.3) a month into the
rc:sistance fund.

At the end of December national officials from UGT and CCOO
tltempted to beg,in negotiations on the fifth team system. but the local
ot'ticiils of both\nioni distanced themselves from this move and it had
tobe abandoned."

(Note from Echanges: An article we saw in April 90 said that the

struggle of the Michelin workers against around the clock operation of
the fictory was going on - then in its tenth month.)

!,a Estiba - bulletin of the Spanish dockers union Coordinadora (c/. del
N/l-ar.,97FS003 Barcelona) No.55/April-May 90: On the bus struggle in
Madrid (chronology and t'offiplan for competi-v-ity: a

qualitative iump in 
-concerted 

strategy - Agreement for the US Pittston
miners - Repofts from Spanish porti and the dockers struggle.

EleelefA - Correspondencia de la guerra social (Ap.1363, 08080
garcel,cna) No.l6lJulv 90: Against-democrary (The invention of
democracy Democracf nd th"e market - The real democracy) -Fronr
Lenin-Rotrespierre to Gorbachev-Napoleon (!y f ,Qi l!ga ) -Refl ections
on past and fresent - Workers struggles in Madrid (bus drivers - see

Eclianses 64p.21) and Barcelona (hospital) - Great Britain: the poll tax
(a lettEr frori-r a uK contacl, and the article on UK fronr Echanges
io.63) - Correspondence from readers in Spain, USA, France and
Gerniany - Reviews (Of various journals. anci of: Book in Spanish-by
A.Guillam6n on'Militantism anci political thought of A.Bordiga 1910-

30 - Book by Tavares/Ilena on anirchism and syndicalism in Portugal
since 1975).

Odio al capitalismo (address letter as follows without mention of the

@ AvvN, Apartado numero 25.21080 HqQ No.9i
July-Sep 90:-Capitalist trends in Eastern Europe and the USSR,
Affiltiussle and war - The marxist left in the Second International:
Antimilitirism and war (a part o[ the series 'Programmatic development')
- Class struggle in the worta: two problems and one necessity (On the
limitations"aid weak points in thd present proletarian upsurges and a
criticism of economism, from an analysis of recent conflicts).

Cultura Libertaria - publication of Associacion Isaac Puente^(Juan

@oireos 1687, 01080 Vitoria) No.18/June 90: The
death of a friend



88 6changes no 65

'Fontaura' - Books, periodicals and documents - Portuge_se _bgoks
review: 'A revolution inside the social revolution' (Jos6 de tlrito);
'Education and workers movement' (Paulo Ghirardelli); 'Crime clocs

not exist' (A.Da Silva Diaz); 'Anarchist utopia' (F.Luizetto).
Associacion Isaac Puente keeps an archive in Vitoria which wottltl

like regular copies of any publications relating to anarchism.

NE,W GTJINE,A
(Countries analysed or mentioned in Echanges are necessarily 1ln1itctl,
due to the narticioants' capacities. interests and material availalrlc lrr
them, at *dll u, oi 

"ourt" 
t'o*e kind of idea of the 'importattcc' ol'tlrt'

different countries - even if this last point should not be overestintitlt:tl.
One of the countries not having been mentioned is New Citrinea. Wc
would like to reprint the following small item which we ovcrlookctl
when it appeared, about strikes taking place quite somc tintc ;tgo itt
Autumn 1988 (taken from the Feb.89 issue of Counter Irtforttt:tliort).
Anyone having more on this or later events could pass it on.)

"1000 Papuan miners barricaded an airstrip in Tahubil, New Gtrirrca irt
October when O.K. Tedi Ltd. refused to negotiate over wagcrs arttl
conditions. A pitched battle with tear gas throwing cops and soltlicrs
followed. Strikers kept their spirits up by free shopping irr bars iurcl
shops.
DeCember: The giant Bougainville copper mine ground to a halt whcn
Papuans sabotaged power supplies."

SWITZERLAND

Confrontations Bulletin in French of the OSL (Libertarian Socialist
Orga;ivailonxOSl, c/o CRAC, Bd Carl Vogt 7, 1205 Geneve, or /
Vaud, CP 289,1000 Lausanne9) No.9/June 90: Democrary: the wword
and the thing -Report from libertarian meeting in Trieste - With the
Perestroika,"the kCg - The Russian empiie between crisis and
restructuring - Farewell to Vladimir Illitch - The phantasm of Tien An
Men Square - Immigration: two of three things I know about it.

! !tr(, rrb! .J

Leaflet in
French about the activity of fascist groups in Switzerland. No name
and address - only the reference to two magazines:'Reflexes', L4 rue
de Nanteuil, 75015 Paris (French journal) and'Antifa N-S-K', postfach
7203,8036 Zij,rich (journal in German).

LIST OF PUBLICATIONS

Publications marked with * are practically out of print and
might not be available when the order is received. Prices are
in Sterling for the publications in English and in French francs
for the publications in French. Cheques or postal orders have
to be insterling or francs. Notes in any other currence could
be sent if they are the countervalue of the total order. Prices
include postage. Orders will be answered only if the
corresponding payment is joined. Th"y can be sent to the
following addresses as well as any proposal for meeting,
discussion or participation the the Echanges activity:

ECHANGES ET MOUVEMENT
BM BOX 91

LONDON WC1N3XX

ECHANGBS gf iT,TOUVEMENT
BP 24I

75866 Paris Cedex 13
France

PUBLICATIONS IN ENGLISH

ECHANGES - Current issue of the Bulletin Echanges
avauilable free. Subscription (4-5 issues a year) is f5 and
includes pamphlets and eventually books. Back issues are
available, for-most of them at the price of photocopying (4p
pr. A4 double page) and postage.
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Workers Councils - A.Pannekoek - Echanges*Partland2(1,00)
Part 3 (50p), Part 4 (50p)

*Anton Pannkoek - His life and work - ttMarxism" - "General
remarks on the question of organisation - Work Press
Pamphlet (50p)
The Hungarian Revolution - Council Communist Pamphlet
(6op)
The experience of the factory committees in the Russian
Revolution - Council Communist Pamphlet (60p)
*Cwmbach miners and women speak out (From the 84-8-5
miners strike in a mining village in Wales) (60p)
Poland 1980-1982.Class struggle and the crisis of capital -
H.Simon - Black and Red (2,00)
*Theses on the Chinese Revolution - C.Brendel - Solidarity
( 1,00)
*The New Movement - H.Simon - Solidarity (1,00)
France - Winter 86-87 - An attempt at autonomous
organisation - The railway strike - Echanges (50p)
The COBAS - A new rank and file movement - Italy 1986-87 -
D.Brown - Echanges (1,50)
The refusal of work. Facts and discussions - Various
contributors - Echanges (1,50)

PUBLICATIONS IN FRENCH

ECHANGES - Bulletin - specimen sur demande - abonnement
50F par an donnant droit a 4 bulletins et aux brochures ou
livres publies dans I'anne - Des exemplaires des anciens
numeios peuvent etre obtenus au prix des photocopies (0,40F
une double page format ,A.4) et des frais postaux.
LIAISONS - numeros deji parus: 10F; No.-1,2,3.
*SOCIALISME OU BARBARIE - ancien numeros (10F
chaque): 516,23
*INFORMATIONS CORRESPONDANCE OUYRIERES
(lCO) - ancien numeros (5F chaque)
*LANTERNE NOIRE - ancien numeros; 9,10,11.
*RAISONS DE LA COLERE - ancien numero; L

La greve generalisee en France, mai 1968 - ICO (10F)
*Hongrie 1956 - A.Anderson - Echanges (10F)
*Un conflit decisif; Les syndicats combattent Ia revolte contre
le travail - J.Zerzan - Echanges (5F)
Wildcat, Dodge Truck, 1974 - Black and Red - Echanges (5)

ocnatrges no ()-)

*Le Zljuin 1976 en Pologne - H'Simon - Echanges (1^0.F)

Pologni 80-82.Lutte de classe et crise du capital - H.Simon -

Soarlacus (20F) L'insurrection ouvriere en Allemagne de

l"Est,;uin igSi- C.Brendel - Echanges(l9F)
A l'Oiest rien de nouveau' USA 1978 - Echanges (10F)
*Lutte de classe autonome en Grande Bretagne - C.Brendel -

Echanges (20F)
To the"bittbr erid - Greve des mineurs en Grande Bretagne -

Mars 84 - mars 85 - H.Simon - Acratie (30F)
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