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ECHANGES ET MOUVEMENT, BM

N" 54 Febrtnry - April r88

For information about Echanges' subscrip-
tions and also pamphlets, write to the
following addrosa, which is tho only one
deal ing with contralizing corrospondorrce.

Box 91, London WCI N3 XX United Kingdom

struggLe t.here. Those interested
t..rtion of the maferial, can ask l

l,le have received from the USA various texts
uhich could be the basic naterial for a

tnore general approach to underscand class
after reading the follouing, shorL presen-

for a copy aL Echanges.

Productivity Outlook (Economic Inpact, L984/4) - a) Capital, Innovation and

Productivity Growth (Marrin Neil Bailey); b) Factors that point co improve-
ment (interview nith John Kendrick).

i!g" Wre"" "ti1l d..1i (The People, 29/8/87). In June '87 the purchasing
pover of average weekly wages of vorkers in pri.vate non farm busi

3,7 f lower than in June t86. Average weekly uages actually purchase slight-
Iy less nov than ln 1962.

Industrlal Worker (0ctober tB7) in North American Labor News gives sooe

inforrnation about striki:s against this wages decline and facEory closing,
but also aboul new unton contracts allouing firms to Eaintain 1ov vages and

norkforce shrinking (e.8. the UAW-agreemenE !rith Ford last Septenber).

The Workerrs Question (i,lashington Post Natlonal lJeekly, 2L/9/87) This edito-
rlal underllnes too that for the past 20 years the value of an average

hourts work 1s essentially changed. More uomen are uorkj"nB and they have

fewer children .. Arop of all this tumult has been a decline in productivi-
ty. For many reasons, the hourly output of the avera8,e r.rorker 13 not rlslng
as fast as in the pasf ...

The crumbling.of Amerlca: a nev crisis tn public vor:ks As Federal Eoney\

dries up, business is footing more of the bi11s (Business Week, l/12/86).\,
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Thts article glvos an outlook of the scale of the deterioration of public
services.
The other end of thls detertoration is the ltfe of the more numerous and

ever poorer poor. In Prlsoners of the Economy (Nev York Times Book Revlew,
?-5/lO/87) R. Greenstein revleys the book: The TruIy Dlsadvantaged - The
Tnner Clty, the Underclass and Publlc Pollcy (W111tam Jullus l.Jilson
llnlversity of Chicago Press). A more specific article The slum that Rethorlc
left behlnd explains why'The south Bronx remalns the most famous ghettor
(Wash1.ngt.on Post National Weekly, L4/9/87). The killtng of a black youth by
a gang of 'rhite teen-agers, known as the Iloward Beach At.tack, can glve some
ldea of the raclal tensions ln New York and or the way justice deals with
them (Nev York Tlmes, S/lO/87 and 221t2/87)

The Christlan Sclence Moniror (3O/9/87) explains rhst Amerlcans step up
social activism in what is described as a rClimate of civil disobedlence'
which'refrects a turning point in the nationts consclousness as Reagan era
vanes t .
The Natlon (lo/ro/87) examines in The Defilins of writers (Natalie Robius)
the EBI's Files on writers and the consequences of the FBIrs'chilling
effectt on wri ters.

fn These Times (Institute for Public Affairs - I300 Belmont Avenue, Chicago,
II 60657 - USA.- in English) 25/11 - 8/12/87. llow ro pur rhe millrary on an
antl-deficit diet. Back to the future: behind South Korears crisis. Review
of books: l) Betveen the Devil and t-he deep blue sea (M. Rediker), on shlps
and sallors;2) Dontt be afraid Gringo: A Honduran Woman speaks from the
Ileart, the story of Elvira Alvarado; 3) Roll the Union On (H.L. Mitchell).

Processed world - The magazine that's o1d enough to drlnk (41 Sutter Street,
Nr I829, San Francisco, Cal. 94104, USA - ln English) No 21: Explodlng
heads, letLers. The cloistered workplace. Intervlew vith a mllitary sabo-
teur. The Sit com Vletnam. My nuclear faml1y: Grovlng up 1n Los Alamos. Fat
Wars. Work, Faml1y and Country: life in a terrorist state.

Labor Notes (7435 Mlchlgan Avenue, Derrolt, Mlch. 4B2lO - USA) N" l0s/Dec.t87: The Tearnster Reaff11latlon. l,abor's Glant Step Backvard. Blue Cross
strikers want more support from uAW. N'107/Febr 'BB: Buffalo nurses untted:
lnnovatlve tactlcs beat scabs and management (after a l4-week strlke).
what's the real lssue ln the Teamster Reaffl1lat1on? (discusslon about a
previous artlcle ln N" 105). Mine uorkers push for security.

N9_lg_gldlg$glC (59 East Van Buren, room 707, Chicago, It1. 60.605) N"15

fDec'87: Mexican uomen garment workers speak. Woments rrtrltggle in South-
Korea. Reagants Central Americ;rn wars perslst despite Aria:r' peace p1an.
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N" l/Jan-Febr'88: Raja Dunayevkaya's final dialogue Hith us. Black Chicago
after Washj-ngton (first black mayor who died last November)

Report on Guatemala in: Guatemala Nevs. N" S/Nov-Dec t87 (P0 Box 28594,
Oakland, Cal.94604 - in English). Central Aoerican Peace P1an. The rlse of
the religious rlght in Guaternala. The new lives of GuaEeualats Development
Poles.

(B.BZ since '81-t82.. The causes are fal-
llng real wages and productivity increases in industry - The HeraId MeI-
bourne, 4/l/88). Even so, Aust.raLia's economy is expected Eo grow at. a

meaSer rat.e of 1,42. There is also little joy for Australia's seven millj-on
workers with wage lncreases expect.ed Eo lay even further behind price rises
while Lhe number of unemployed now 620.000 is unlikely to fall (8-92 of the
workforce). The Auscralian general union (ACTU) vas closely associated vith
the employers, the Federal and state governments j^n an Arbitrary Commissron
to hold Che 1i-ne on rrrages (awarded wage rises totalling just 4,892 uhrle
prices have risen by about l9Z slnce t.he sEart of rhis Commission in t8b):

it is a real success for the present Labour government. The ACTU has to
larunch some vigorous protests to reassure the workers Ehat the unions vere
not in cahoots nith'the employers. As said the article: tiE is difficult to
believe Ehat the ACTU offj.clals who have been lnstrurnental tn achieving
wage restraints and emphasis on producElvity and restructurtng would undo
all their good uork for rhe smallest natlonal wage claim 1n a decadet (Th"
Aee, 3l/12/87 and 2/l/BB).

AUSTRALIA

S PA ! N

The fall ln real unit labour coats over the
past six years has largely gone unnoticed

I
Dockers and Coordinadorars struggle (see
Echanges N" 5 and the previous lssues).
Letter fron a Spanlsh coorade, 24/LL/87.

t .. Once the strike againsE Contenemar rdas over, this flrm - and conse-
quently the government - had recognized they were unable Eo have the nev

regulation lmpleuented: iE nas a complete deadlock.. Both sides couldn't
talk anyuore: they had nothlng new to offer.. The strj"ke 1s over since
April. The firm (Contenemar) had for six months to fight rhe dockers'buy-
cott 1n all the Spanish ports and had been obliged to step dovn. The manage-

ment had thought for a time to bring in scabs to bre:rk the boycort.: such a

vay would have implied the milicary control of the docks, a stEuation im-
possible to cope with for a long time.0n Lhe other side Contenemar yas

looslng mlllions and miIllons pesetas. Even for such a big firm and even
consirlering the help it was gefting from subsidies of the governmenf, such a
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long strlke was something it coul.d not stand. A11 the sacked dockers were
relntegrated and all the charges dropped (some dockers had been lssued for
occupylng a boat and for vlolence againsf scabs). Even the office workers ln
Bilbao Contenernar offlces were reintegrated ln this town; during the strike
and 1n order to break the solidariry of these white collars wlth the
dockers, the flrm had closed lts Rilbao offlces and transferred them to
Vlgo. This tast result was actually a blg success for the Coordlnadora,
because these offlce vorkers were neither threatened by the restructurlng
nor members of the dockers' Coordlnadora. Thelr solldarity strtke had
brought a pretext for restructuring this sector, maklng these workers re-
dundant very 1ega11y. It was very important for the future of the Coordlna-
dora noL to fall ln the defense of these workers.
A11 the consequent partlcular regulations had been quickly published by the
Bovernment. The Contenemar attempt to implement them was for the government
a checking of the 1eve1 of dockerst resisEance. The dockerst ansver brought
the necesslty to move to anot-her Lactlc and at some time Eo stlck - appar-
ently stronger than ever - to the new regulatlons and to go ahead vlth t.he
plan of reforming the ports work. The new regulatlons flrst steps vere the
formation of new societies for the management. of the ports work: the govern-
ment imposed rhem in April tBT at Barcelona, Las Palmas and Teneriffe tn
Canary fslands, t.e. 1n the three ports strongLy domi-nated try the Coordlna-
dora. But in all these places, Lhe dockers succeeded in lmposing new agree-
ments with the old port firms. These agreements did not change anything of
the o1d system. It was a paradoxical situatlon for rhe government and the
firms Ehemselves: the plan vas to implement the new rules and nothlng could
he done this way; the core of the new system vas to remove the negotlatlons
from the firms (and of course from rhe coordinadora and lts 1oca1 strength).
The dockers had got what they wanted to keep: the right to negotlate at
thelr place of work and so to keep thelr present worklng condltlons and
their unity. The situatlon vas very confustng; the government manlpulatlng
tt as vell: recently, lt got the reslgnation of the chalrmen of the so-
cieties lt had promoted some months ago. The new way 1s to try to rofflcla-
1lze'the only unlons acqui-red to sign the agreements accordlng to the nerl
rules - of course excluding the Coordinadora. The chairmen of the nev socle-
tles, havlng to cope rrlth a very dlfferent reality ln the ports, could not
progress at al-1 thls nen line to lmplement the restructurlng in the ports as
Madrid had planned on the paper.
Offlclal1y, the new socleties organlzed by the new regulatlon have a tlegalr
exlstence, but they cannot do anythlng vlthout negotlatlng wlt-h the Coor-
dinadora. Precisely 1t is what the government refuses. The Coordinadora
itself has lssued a rplatform for an aBreement'vhich ls t-he basis for such
an agreement. Commentators see there something lmposslble to overtake: nego-
tiating on fhe Coordinadora proposals would mean pracr.lcatly lnva11dat1ng
all the new regulations. Everybody has got the feellng rho flnal step has
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been attained and that government nil1 at last negotlate vith the Coordlna-
dora. But forlthe Eoment, every week, the same klnd of dlscussion takes
place; nothln8lls settled and nothlng has changed in the docks.
Another possibillty would be to let things golng 11ke that: the nerr regu-
lat.tons on the chairmen's table at a standstill blocked by the goverrutrent
refusal to recogntze the Coordlnadora. Actually lt would mean the practlcal
recognltlon of the lmposslb1llty to lnplement the new regulatlon mainly
because the lnvolved firms are afrald to provoke a nev outbreak of the
conf1lct.

@
Anthology from Freedom Press (B4b Whltechapel Hlgh Street, London El 7QX), t
2.5O. Jose Peirats: Prelude to the lday Days. A. Souchy: The tragic rreek ln
May (a long time out of print day to day eyewitness account). B. Bolloten:
Barcelona: The May events. Emna Goldman: Political persecutlons ln republl-
can Spain. Vernon Richards: Bibliography.

Barcelone ma1 ?37 - Fasclsme et antifasclsme contre 1e proletarlat
Pamphlet in French by the Belgian groups Groupe Corumuniste Internationalis-
te (8.P. 54, 1060 Bruxelles, c.t'r. '1 Herbe Rouge, lbis rue d'A1esia,750l4
Parls) and RAIA (B.P. 1724, Place de 1a Monnaie,1OO0 Bruxelles 1). An

Introduction by t.he groups is folloved by three texts from the publlcations
of the bordlgists 1n ex11e in the 30s and 40s, includlng a manifesto from a

left communist group formed in Mexlco in 1937.

Espagne 1937 - ImaRes de la revolution soclale (Pictures of soclal revoluti-
on)
A beautlfully equlpped book sith plctures from the anarchlst movement tn
Spain 1936-39, explained in five languages (French, Eng1lsh, Itallan, Spa-
nlsh and Portugese). Publlshed by the French group tFederation anarchlste-
(iroupe Strcco-Vanzertl. No address given, but can be ordered from ASP, BM

Hurrlcane, London WC1N 3XX and PO Box 96, Doncaster DN4 OQU.

Cultura Llbertaria (Apdo 1687, Vltoria 01080, Spaln - Boletln de la A.J.P.
Vltoria - in Spanlsh) Libertarian ideas in Basque country. Insurrectlon at
Rlo de Janelro ln 1918 (review of a book of C.A. Addor)

La Eetlba - Voz de los Puertos (c/ del Mar,97,08003 Barcelone - ln Spa-
nish )
N" 32/Dec r87: Port workers assembly at Las Palmas. Sahara: people in
ex1le. Movement in the port dlstrict of Hamburg. Impressions after a visit
ln the ll.K.
N" 33/Jan'BB: Agreement for the regulatton of the labour rela-tlons ln the
ports.
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UN I TED K I NGDOM rTo the bitter endr - Grdve des oineurs en

Grande-Bretargne (Mars 1984-Mars 1985)
H. Simon, Acratie. Available at Echanges-
only in French)

Letter froo a Spanish conrade: t.. I agree nith uhat ts sald according to
the various degrees of analysls about the minerst strlke: 1.e. the contra-
dj,ctlons tnside the bureaucratlc machinery (rleftr and rrlghtr of the
unlons), the necessary adaptatlons of the NLIM to the capltal need and the
rank and flle tendencies. But rrhat is neak is the analysls of the contradic-
tions vell described 1n the text (p. 83) lnside the Englieh norking class;
they explaln t,he lack of a real solidarity wlth t,he strlkers. Of course nhat,
le satd about 1t ls relevant:lf dockers, electrlclans, rallwaymen, lorry
drj.vers, etc. dld not go on strike, it is because they did not see thelrtinterestt to do so. I think lt is not enough to explain the slze and the
import,ance of Ehese contradictions. We have to go beyond to try to explaln
uhy this fragmentation of lnterest.s exists, hon it happens, hoy workerg
experiment lt and vhat part it plays ln the bullding of the proletarlan
subjectivity. I donrt know if we are not dlscussing about a concept (a
social subject) more and more cut fron the daily social reallty nhen ne
write about the ruorki"ng classt. tWorking classr is an actual fact but
coming from such a degree of abstraction that it is dlfficult t.o flnd irs
adequacy to the fragnented proletarian daily reality in which we cab see
only r.he tinterestst eiEher of separate groups, or of sectors, or even
corporatist. On one side it is evident it vas aluays Ehe situation inside
the vorkers ooveoent; on the oE.her side, I think that in this period of
total domlnatlon of capital we can see the disappearance of the past
elenents of class untfication. The dlsappearance of the social 1lfe based on
the structure ln the rising of capiEal commands the dlsappearance of the
forms of the struggle which were formerly opposed to it: Ehe text descrlbes
uell this phenomenon nhen tt dears nit.h the rproLetarianr answers to the
strike.
I think of course L,hat the Eost lnportant thlng Eo consider is the rlsJ.ng of
the tendencles to self-organization ln the struggle, not only t.he mlners
thenselves but all the datly life activlrles for the survival during the
strike too. Considerlng this point I ask myself if t,hese autonomous
strugBles express nothlng else than the discontent betueen rank and file and
mining bureaucracy, betyeen proletariat and the State. We can see everyvhere
the sane spontaneous tnitlatlves of men and women accordlng to thelr
lnterest but up to the polnt when the tleaderst can bring them a tsolutionr.
Actually the proceso ls alnost everyvhere the aame: the struggle burst up,
pushed by rank and ftle inltlatives, then it ls followlng the rassemblelstl
v6I, nore and oore forual and it is lopossible to hlde the fact that
rleaderst, the traditlonal or new ones, recelve delegatlon to 8ettle the
dispute. We can see that in the Erench railnay strike, to t.ake a recent

exampl-e. Another text from Echanges says expressly that the bureaucracy

cou1d control the movenent because the rank and fll-e actlon refused to go

beyond certaln Ilmlts. l,lhy, and for uhlch reason, the rank and ftle oovement

stops lts rising and comes back under the bureaucratlc control: lt is a

situatlon ve can see again and agatn. I dontt knov if ve have to descrlbe
the rank and file movement as the expresslon of a pernanent conflict betrreen

leaders and rank and flle uhich most of the time 1s brlnglng a pernanent

adaptatton for a tperfectr runnlng of the capttaltst lnetltutlons. I thtnk
lt is a real tendency ln peoptets nLnd to constder as tallenr nhat ls beyond

their immediate surroundtngs (mlcrocosm). The same feellng teads then to
constder macro-soclal problems as rgeneral questtonst out of their reach ln
a ktnd of treservedt territory: only rprofessionalsr are able to deal rrith
then, 1.e. po1ltic1ans, leaders, etc. I think it is uhat could explaln the
problems of the autonomous movement: vhen the struggle 1s nore or less
generallzed, or l-asts a long time, more and more tasks have to be developed
and more and oore people are not actlv€1y partlclpatlnS; then ve can see

nhat could be ca11ed the rcontradlctions of autonomyt: the rautonomisationf

of indlvlduals and their nay to take rthelr time for themselvesr ls reak-
enlng the movement. I remeober havlng read ln an Echanges text this concept
of'ttme for oneselft (polittcal and soclal crlsls ln 1J(): I found lt very
lnterestlng and helplng to understand the dialectical process of the contra-
dlctlons lnside class autonomy. It ls, I think, thls taking of ttine for
oneselfr that ls brtnging proletarian people to l-oose 1lnks nith the tasks
the movement ls requlrlng nhen the struggle Is Jumptng fron the dally llfe
(factory or some ltnited sector) lnto a more general activtty asktng for
oore tine fron the strlkers.
For thls reason, he most lnterestlng in the miners strtke has to be seen tn
the transforEatlon of the strugSle lnto a new vay of llfe' nhlch renains as

a posslbllity for the future. The rrestructurtng' of the class (vhlch ls
the consequence of the mlnes restructurlng) v111 bring the Einers more iden-
tity wlth other vorkers ln already restructured tndustrlal sectors'
I agree rith thts analysis but nlLl rhis robJectlve unltyr become a prac-
ttcal subJectlve unity? I am doubtful about lt. I thtnk that the restructu-
rlng of the rorking class and of the prolet.arlanlsed aoclety vi11 cut
uorkers according to their tobJectiver situatlon ln sectors separated by

deep ditches. The lntroductlon of new technology ls brlngtng a nerr hierarchy
among workers accordlng to the concrete condltions of thelr professlonal
actlvtt,y.
0f course the general condittons of nork and life stay the saoe for every
norker, but 1n the dally tlfe, the actual condttlons 6re very dlfferentia-
ted. E.g. a computer speciallst or a uorker on an autooatlc process (a rela-
tlvely uelt paid and permanent Job) nt1l be very far fron anclllary worker,
or unemployed, etc.
I thlnk we have to consider this new restructurlng/divlston of the proleta-

a-
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riat according to the new work organization with the nev modern technics.
There ls the question: on one side the t,otal domination of capltal 1s
brlngi.ng . an unlficatlon of interests of workers because it brings a very
deep proletarianizaLlon; on the other slde the lnplementatlon of nerr
technology ls brtnging objective conditi.ons and barrlng the nay to this
unificatton because these cooDon lnterests can only be expreeeed through
fragoented aectors ln whlch tre are a1L closely Jalled. Up to whtch degree?'

Counter Inforuation (Box 81, c/o 43 Candlemakers Rov, Edlnburgh) N" 18,/Feb-
March r88: Healthy strikes. Mlnerst strike in Yorkshire. A lot of short
rePorts on struggles ln different countries all over the vorld (Paleetlne,
Italy, Poland, Geruany, Rumrnia, France, Spain). Supplement: more about
struBg1es and leaflets on 1ocal action in Scotland.

Here & Non (P/H2 c/o 340, West Prince Str, Glasgou G4 9 HF, UK - ln Engtish)
N" 5/sunner r87: Editorial. The pover of the poverless (vaclav Havel and the
Charta 77). Glft agalnet comnodlty. Noles on credit. Art and fashion. The
Third Assault. Nen social Bovernents.

The Heavv stuff (class nar, Box 467, London EB3 Qx) Dec r87: rntroduction.
Hunan rights or class justice. Politics and its relation to t.he masses.
World econonics. Fire brigade polirics. Dor.rn with capitaLisn (translation
froo Autononous plenum of South Germany)

The Raven - Anarchist Quartertv New Journal from Freedon press 
,(84b

l'lhitechapel Hlgh Street, London E1 7Qx) for theoretical and historical ar-
ticles. The reason for publishing historlcal Baterlal on the llbertarian
movement ls given ln lssue 1: t .. dead tcomradesr are nevertheress st,ill
comrades, and deserve respect and gratitude, lf one ls not to behave morercapirallstr than the establlshment, not carlng about hunan belngs, their
values, thelr ldentlty .. history 1s potentially one of the nost effective
educat,ive and Lnstructlve neans .. rt ts therefore not an antiquarlan ln-
terest that Ls our guldeIlne 1n hlstorlcal nattern - to ua hlstory ts a
oeans to understand cooplex developoents, to evaluate better connonl,y hidden
lrrnqq (6sd lnstit,utional) potentlals, and, by no means least, to acknowledge
that ye ataod on the shoulders of cooradesr.
N" I: Anarchisn and the lnfornal econouy. rlnforuingr, connunlcatlng and
organlzatlon. rFreedonr and Freedon Press f886-1986. Notee on Malatesta and
Bakunln. Blographlcal article on Guy Aldred. Anarchists 1n Australla 1886-
1986. Revlew of Nancy MacDonald: Honage to the Spanish exiles.
N" 2: Biographical articLe on John Neve (1S44-f896). I,larlden Cenrer and
School. Surrealism tn England. Indlan anarchism: the case of vlnoba Bhave.
Crltical revlew of George lloodcock: Anarchism.
N" 3: Burgess H111 school: a personal account. M. Bookchtn: Soclal ecorogy

\
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versus rdeep ecologyt. Debate on surrealisn ln England. on Alexander Berk-
mants unpubllshed Russlan diary.

fnternatlonallst Perspectlve (External fraction of the Internatlonal, Com-
munl-st Current. International Perspective is publlshed: ln Engllsh, USA - pO

Box 1748, Mont-cJ.alr, NJ 07047; Ir( - BM Box 8154, london WC I N 3 IX; tn
French: Belglum - Destryker - BP 1181, Centre Monnate, 10OO Bruxelles)
No 8/Autumn r87: Agalnst the nhole loglc of nar, claes struggle (hlar ln the

J. Gulf). Workers struggle lnternatlonally: Korea, South-Afrlca, the sane

I struggle. Irangate: nhat nas really at stake, The llmeliness of the Russlan
RevolutLon. On the nature of the Russlan Rev. (debates). Collective and

< lndlvldual consciousness. Mass struggle and Workers Democracy (dlscusston
wlth wtldcat - see Echanges answer on the same questlon 1n N" 53 about
Poland )

Workerst Counclls - Pannekoek We can offer for El - ln a llmited number-
the reprlnt (by the now disappeared anerican group Root & Branch) of the tyo
first parts of l.Iorkerst Counclls. The parts 3 and 4 are stlll available at
Echanges (50p each booklet). For any postal order: add 50p.

'Rebel Violence v. hlerarchical vlolencet (Bl.t. Combustlon, London WCI N3XX

- i.n English) This pamphlet has been revteved in Echanges (N' 52 ln English
and N" 50 in French). We have recelved the folLontng letter from BM. Com-
bustlon:
tOn page 7 of No 52 of Echanges, you deliberately olsquote ny panphlet
rRebel r saylng tOf course revolt needs an explanationt nhen the
actual quote (on page 33 of the pamphlet) is the complete opposite: tOf

course' revolt - particularly prlson revolts - need no explanatlonr. Belngtfastidloust is far more helpful than petty oalice. The rest. of your de-
pressing revlen Is equally - though nore subtly - deceltful and/or conpeti-
tlve - a typical snotty theoretlclanst dlscouraglng deoorallsing huml1latt-

r. on' a smuguess reflected equally ln the abstract optlolstic deteruinlsn of
.r the revlenr8 last paragraphf. (24/Z/BB)

.. Echanges answered the followlng:
rlf someone ls expresslng disagreenent or dlfference ehould you thlnk hetdellberatelyt ls fmallclous and/or competitlvet?
rndeed there ls a nisquote on page 7 of No 52 of Echanges. Ttranks for your
careful proofreadlng rre uere not able to carry through serlously. rf your
partl-prlx can al1ov a sllght openlng for a dlscussLon, ne will ask you:
1) to read again the rhote paragraph beginntng by the nlsquote vhich ls
followed by "ve cantt agree wlth such a declaratlon.." rhen the text
lnsists on the "l-ack of a real analysls[ or any kind of explanatlon. IIow
could you understand such a rrdeliberate" mlsquote? The comrade who typed the
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revj-ew from a manuscript took "not' barlly wrltten for ttan" 6nd thls mtstake

escaped proof readlng. Sorry for it and for the consequent mlsttnderstandlnE-

2) We can add more to our uords you are not obllged to believe. we -loln to
thj.s letter a photocopy of Lhe paBe 19 N" 50 of the french edltlon of
Echanges. The last sentence is the translatlon of the ttmlsquote":'rnaturel-

lement, la r6volte nta pas besoln dtexptlcations..". The french quotatlon

vas "dellberatelyrr rlght,
We wilt add that 1t 1s difficult to answer your sma11 letter beyond thls
plea to be discharged o[ an accusation. we claim for Lhe rlght to thlnk and

act dlfferently, to tell vhat we thlnk and the explanatlons ve thlnk rele-
vant. Dolng so rre dontt pretend to be rlght or to brlng the truth. We never

desplse those who recognize the same attlt.ude for us, not asking for lenlen-
cy or agreement but looking for a more clear vler.r through rlght dlscusslon'.
(26 / 4/BB)

Privatisatlon des chemins de fer et crlse
du syndicallsme cheminot au Japon, Masanort
Hanada - from the French revier Traval1,
October 87 - tn French.

Thls article Is more a collecEion of various documents on the structure of
he railways unions and of their involveoent in the discussions about the

uorking conditLons. when the national railways company was divided in
several prlvatlsed companies, the rallvays unlons were unable to adapt to
the new situatlon and nearly colLapsed, even thouBh rrorkers uere ftghtlng
hard againsL a general attack on their conditions. (copy at Echanges)

RUSSIA Lrlmprobable Gorbatchev et, ses lmposslble

EJerEes, par C. Castortadls (in French,
copy at Echanges)

Three articles publlshed ln lhe French daily Ltberatlon (9, 10, 11 November

19S7). A very brtltlant but not all convinclng analysis and an attempt to
foresee the future. The concluslon ls that I reform of the Russian aystemt

ordered from above w111 fall ln a nay or another. Tetllng us from the very

beglnnlng that rRussl€r can be constdered as the flrst country to be threat-
ened by a soclal" revoluttont, Castorladis develops hls former ldeas on the

pouer of the mlLltary establlshment and of the bureaucracy' who ln a way or

another w111 keep the control on the reforms or on any revoluttonary rup-
ture.

Glasnost and unedolovment - The labour palns -of perestrolka (The Economtst

261L2/87) Russia, after some other Eastern countries (speclally Hungary) 1s

going lnto restructurtng to ralse product.ivlty. Unemploymert ts nov openly

11

conaldered as unavoldable even lf presented as a necesaary teEporary 8tep.

It 1s dlfficult to knorr nhat lt was before: frlctlonal unemployoent' Para-

sitlsm, overmannlng, etc. were prevtously the hidden face of redundancles'

Now lt is openly recognj-zed, uneoployment has to be legally enstYered. Russla

ts developlng the same kind of measures l{e knoy very uel1 in llestern caplt-
allsn to cushlon the effect of thls c8pttalist PLaSue. The artlcle underll-

nes the dlfftculty to know the consequence of the economlcal U-turn in a

_ country nhere the Job security l,as one of the bases of state cap1ta118o.

0 *u""r" *"-rr"arrr"o - *" *cr'" n", "roto*" ,o. sr"a" c"raa.ar"t (uorkera

;,1 t/.i"", C^,0 N=0) Thls artlcle ts not recent. It ls a revlev of a book rThe

Sovlet Unton De-nystified' by Frank Ferudl (Junlus publicatlon). The book

expresses the arguments of a trotskylst English grouP' the Revolutlonary

communlst Party. These arguments \rere that the lar of value no longer

operates in the USSR, that the bureaucracy does not constitute a ruling
class and that the Soviet Unlon 1s not an imperiallst Pouer. The revlener

does not agree wlth any of these arguments. The best part and the most

relevant for the present days dlscusstons about Russla concerns the 1aw of

value anrl the falllng proflt rate. (copy at Echanges)

A world turned upslde.dorrn, the Economlst,

a survey of Chinats econony (Ll8l87)
If you do not find ln this collectlon of

artlcles a real analysls of developlng capitallsm in China, you nill find a

log of useful information and data !o begin such an analysis. (copy at

Echanges) The polltlcal aspects of thts evolution are examined in an artlcle
of Daad en Gedachte (12/87, CaJo Brendel): Deng liaoptng ie leaving hls oost

inportant functlons but his pollcles wilt go ahead (the French translatlon
ntl-1 be publ-ished tn Llalsons N" 3)

I"-:i:l

n SOUTH.KOREA South-Korean unl-ons prepare for nev vaqe

battles - The price of deoocracv (Far
Eastern Econonic Reviev, 28/l/88)

Last sumnerrs strtkes, llke oost,labour actlons !n the Past were aloost ex-

clusively spontaneous wlklcat strikes. In the rrave of these strlkes and up

to nou, a lot of attempts uere oade elther by nerr unl'ons (140O vere formed)

or by groups of dlssldent workers to break the leadershlp of Lhe offlclal
unlon F(TU. As unions federated ln FKTU are llmlted to representing rorkers

at only one company, these attempts aln at swapping lnformatlon nlthin the

same group of companles, coordinating bargaining and actlon on an lnter-
companies basis. This ls made very difflcult by the labour laws. The article
foresees a spring offensive on wages; it is evldent that capltalists ln

JAPAN
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South-Korea w111 reslst any challenge Lo lor
of thelr norld economlc success and of their
8es )

labour costs whlch ls the key
hlgh profits. (copy at Echan-

vtll contaln texts on the strlkes ln France
during the rlnter '86-'87, already publis-

hed ln French ln Llaisons No 2. Tlrese texts not only wl1l try to descrlbe
and explaln these movements but will rliscuss as ve1l some of the texts or
pamphlets published in France and England on the events.

Le droit a la paresse, Paul Lafargue (tn French). spartacus, 5 rue st crolx
de la Bretonnerle, 75004 paris, new e<lltion, with a preface of J.p. Garni.er,
a biography by A. Dumols.

L'Exas6r6 (7 rue J.F. Gerbillon - 75006 parls - ln French) N" 2/Janrgg: Is
your communism ra, or vell done? A dlrty foot for the ve1l-washed arse.
Guillotines. Is the sclenLific soclalism an iriealism?

cash (ACP 53 Avenue des Gobelins - 75013 parls - ln french. A paper for the
unemployed and precarious vorkers - in [rench) N" B,/Nov ,g7: For a guaran_
teed lncome for everybody. clalmants unions 1n uK. polemlcs wtth another
tunemployed organization (FNC - Natlonal Federation of unemployed)
N" 9/Jan t88: For a guaranteed lncome. rf you are lntegrated, you wlll be
prot.ected. A reduction of worklng time.

LrAube Internationallste (Libralrte t'Herbe Rouge: lbts rue drAlesla-
75014 Paris - ln French) Dec. rB7: The enemy ls coming through the back door
(about new rules of the right to strlke). some texts on the same subJect ln
a pamphlet rThe right to strike against the strlker.

Lrrntersvndlcallste (Groupes de salari6s pour 1'economy dlstrlbutlve - ll
rue st. vlncent de Paul - 1.3004 Marseilte - France - 1n French) No 24/Nov-
Dec t87: Agalnst the effects or agalnst the cause? The inequallty of taxes
(France). The scapegoat: Reagan.

aqclgg!-4&9gg!U (ocl/Egregore - BP 1213 - 51058 cedex - Rerms) N" 7llDec
'87: Strlkes ln An,Jou. Basque country: should r.re burn ETA. The stow death(on the French prlsons). 'relecoms: the Longuet law: whlch consequences,
which perspectives? strange war ln the ports of Marseille. N" 72/Jan rgB:
Krach br>ursier. Prlsons mutinie,s in France. Rumanla:1ong life ln Brassov.
Syndicalism, pollticat and lndrrstrial movement. N" 73/Febr rBB: rtaly:
interviev with a member o[ tlre coBAS of the posts. vizteu (Ardennes): seven

FRANCE
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years of struggles and festlvitles. Palestine. The Third World debt or how

the rSouthr finances the rNorthr.

Noir et Rouse (chez F61ix, 65 rue Bichat - 75010 Parls - in French) N"7/
Nov-Dec t87: Against Le Pen, no concesslon. Punk anarchists, anarcho-punks,
sone historlcal vtews. fntervien nlth sofle varloug punk groupe. A cooperatl-
ve for blologlcal products. On the Alaln Btkrrs book rl.a farce tranqulllel
(lt is a joke on the soclallst slogan for Mitterand, tla force tranquillet).
The book ls an analysls on the present French social democracy. A supplement
to No 7: Call for subscribers and supporters. This publication nil1 be st,op-
ped for flnancial problema uith the hope of a next No 8 issue.

Nautllug (BP 175 - 75968 Paris Cedex 2O - in French) presents several books:
Plerre Carlo Masini: Anarchlstes et conmuntstes dans le oouvement des con-
seils ltaliens a Turln (Anarchists and communlsts in the Italian uorkers'
councils ln Torlno) - 30 F.
Palmiro Toellattl: Appel aux fascisres (Call to the fasclsts) - 30 F.
Frans Masereel: Lrld6e (The Idea) - 100 F.
Claude Orsoni: De Ia dissidence (About dissent) - 15 F.
Jacque WaJuszteju: Individu, r6volte et terrorism (Individual, revolt and
terrorisn) - 60 F.

Archipe..l: (no address - in French) N" l/Sept'87: Edltorial. Hard rime.
Unions. Hon Ehe allenation in love brings the love of alienation. Prelude to
the creation of a paper for Mont Parnasse. Have you a *orld concept,?

Spartacus (5 rue St Crolx de la Bretonnerie, 75004 Paris) and Le Fil Du

Temps (BP 602 - 75530 Paris Cedex) sent. a leaflet on the dearh of Daniel
Gu6rln, wrlter, revolutionary mllitant. He dled,83 years o]-d, on L4/4/L9BB,

Llateons (c/o Echanges et Movenent - BP 24L - 75866 - Parls Cedex IB - ln
French) N" 3/88: cobas and claes struggle in rtaly (see oore inforoation 1n
the parl rtaly of the present lssue). (orea: repression and vlolence ln the
struggle; Hon to become a strlker?; Chronology of the strikes during the
sunner r87. USA: class st,ruggle and pressure on ldages; Presentat.ion; Srrike
6t Watsonv{lle; Chronology of the Hormel strLke at Austtn.

A Contre Courant pour 1a formatlon du partl
cornmuniste nondial (Agalnst the Current-
for the forrultion of a world communist

party, BP. 1666, 1000 Bruxelles - in French). No O/Febr r8B: Spltr frou the
GCI. Several artlcles crtticizlng the GCI and trying to define what is
needed to bulld the communlst party (the mlnoriLy communist vanguard) and

ll;;;-l
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what ls the tnecessary hrork - voluntary and consclous - of fornation of
party leaders'.

Class struggle in the last years (tB6 and
'87) has seen the emergence of a neu form
of organizatlon: the COBAS (rank and fl1e

commlttees). Actually the medla gave this general name to v6rlous autonomous
rank and file vorkers'groups trylng to coordinate anri impulse strikes and
struggles out of the unions. l.Ie will give a more general artlcle about thls
orlginal present. way of class struggle rn rtaly; more detaired texts are
published ln Lialsons No 3, avallab1e at Echanges. The followlng texts can
be found ei.ther 1n Itallan or in French:
- Rallvavs workers: Driversr cobas: history and perspectlves of a new form
of organtzation; rntervtew vlth a driver of the National coorcllnatlon of
Milano (translation from operaio contro N" 4l/Nov rB7. rMacchlnlstl unlttr
for a new cvcle of struqsles (Euzo Fantozz1, 26/9/87).
- ATM Turln (text written by a Collegamentl comrade after dlscusslons wlth
ATM vorkers, 12/87, Turin buses).
- Educatlon: fnterv{ev !rlth a nev member of the COBAS coorr!inatlng commlttee
for the Turln Schools (12/87).
- The cobas: A general view and a long inLervlen with an rtallan comra6e
glvtng a 1ot of details on the complexity of these rank and file corumittees.
- Letter from Italv:
tThere are a serles of problems dealing with such a widesprearl anrl confuse6
movemenE that appears and dlsappears (the railvay rrrtvers'cohas has largely
been reabsorbed by the unlons, uh1le_ every conceivahre effort ts being marre
to prevent an abandonment of the unions by alrport workers; the Turin bus
driverst cobag seems to have been defeaterl, at least for now, whlle here
(Turln) there has been the emergence of one among city rpollcet whlch ended
ln a punch up at the Torrn Hal1 just yesterday) anrl Lhat obvlously cannot be
reduced to the labe1 rcobast. r shall get down to more work thls Easter, but
r feel that lt mlght be better to nait a nh11e before,rltlng a complete
Lext lnstead of a few smal1 articles. There nas a very lnterestlng report on
rtaly 1n the Economlst (27 Febr.- 4 March) vhlch ls particularly useful on
conmenting on the questlon of the tblack economyr. Here we can see an area
whlch the state could not readlly integrate lnto the normal. economy, desplte
lts huge defictt and an urgent need to flnd new sources of taxatlon; lf we
simply read the followlng: rOne study discovererl that 542 of civl1 servants
has second Jobs,332 sold goods wtthln thelr minlstrles and 272 ran other
hrtsinesses during working hourst (page 9), one can see thaL tow pay 1s srrp-
plemented by other Jobs (usually lllegal) and the black economy is a saFety
valve for dlscontent. The same percentage 1s calculated for FrAT factory
workers (-502 moonllght), rhen there is the tblack economyr of those who have
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no proper Job: prostitution and the drug traffic are uidespread rhile cor-
ruption of polltlcians ls at. such a leveL thaE uhe neuapaper requires 2-3
pages every day just to report new cases and here i.n Turin hardly a day goes
by wlthout Broups of hospital aduinistrators being arresled. Ttre state does
very llttle. Even the basic oeasures that have been taken i.n France for
exanple (1.e. tssuing open cheques or large strns of cash only to those who
can prove that they nill uae them legally) have yet .to be considered. Thls
leaves t.hose vho could only make up for loy pay by vorklng overtfuDe (1.e.
ma1nly transport uorkers etc.) at a loss. (There ls a good artlcle in
collegamenti- that shows how bus drlvers in Turin could oake up to about E

1,000 a nont,h nlth overtlne untl1 the sEate began to try Eo cuE costs, and
now they have to get by on t 60G-700 - uhe shift system naklng any poeslbl-
l1ty of a second job lllusory.)
0n the front of the objecti.ve economic process: ue can see that the state
cannot slnply get rld of run down services (even lf this vere politicarly
possible, nhlch lt is not). The ouch vaunted tliberalizatlonr of air travel
has fallen flaE. on lts face because there ls no air space avallable in
Europe to run more flights, Ehus soneone at least yill still have Eo take
the train. The short l1ved debate about serling off state assets to pay off
the debt has also collapsed when tt was dlscovered Ehat nhile every oEher
country has assets to cover the national debt, ftaly does not. Meanshile the
state expects that some miracle will help avoid the bad consequences of,
'L992t or a possible depression.

D.8.31/3/88

corlecamenti wobblv - for the dlrect class organlzat,ion (Angelo caruso-
vla Fellce casati 26 - 2oL24 Mj,lano - Iraly - in rEalian) No 20lvinter g7:
0n the criterla to interpret the Bovement. Short notice on enigrant rrorkers
ln Paterson struggle in 1913 (Nev Jersey). Discussion about the rcobas',
teachers and others..(see speclal artlcle on the cobas). Try the possible
to Bet the tmpossibre. Note on the oovenent of the trank and fllet commlttee
tn the schools. rMacchlnlste unitir for a nev cycle of sEruggles? (on the
ralluays drlvers st.ruggle). rntervleY rtth a deputy of the rank and file
coordlnatlon ln the post office. Hard and soft: the artlflcial intelllgence.
Korea. No 2l/Sprlnc 88: A series of arttcles on the rcobasr, lncludlng one
on the stri.ke of bus drivers ln Turln nhich is a classical case of uhere the
lntegratlon of the state (the loca1 council and the police), the tsanagenent
nd the unlons nanaged, for now, to head off a sErong rank and fl1e ooveoent.
Hamner and slckl"e: nhen the softvare strikes, deals nith the organlzaLlon of
work ln the Turln area tn softuare houses. These firns are generally sma1l
and have a high Labour turnover due to bad pay and long uorking ours. hlhat.
1s also interesting 1n thls artlcle is the comprete lack of Dention of sa-
botage or lnserting rvlrusesr ln progr^rmes, something nou so wldespread ln
the IJK and uS thar not only processed world talks about tE, but also Eop

I
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financlal publlcatione such as the Flnancial Times an The Economlst. Other
artlcles on FrAT avlation, la Banque de France sErlke, women blues etngers,
etc.

MaeLstri;n (Accademla del resrardl, cp 16,55061 carraia, rtaly) on wolf
l,/oland Rgdlcal Theorv. Class st.ruggle (and terrorismJ. A serles of LeEters
and a dlscussLon of thls book followlng on from the last issue of M. Among
other thlngs discussed are the usefulness or otherwise of materlal from
Theorle communlste (cf. Echanges N" 52) and rnvarLance (capltal and
cornmunlty) in examining the present class struggle. Notes on the proletarlan
class as experlence, on the other hand, re-proposes the theorles of
soclalisne et barbarle as a key to understand new events. Two re-publicatl-
ons: on the nork of the league (Genoa, 1968) and vanelgem rsldore Ducasse.

Lri:;cr.rss jon Bu1l etin (F.C.Box 'J .l[rr, ]r;rnrl Ranids, t..f tt(t1?j) i;o Zp./
i::tlrh 1c,['8: Cont{.nts sur4na::.-l n1, DB r.d itor:: 'v.,e concltrr] e thelilSfica-
1, Lc.n of --he cronosal by the GLii l rrf ord 3ranch ol the SL-GB 1;o nai:e v;h
ar:orrnts to an abortt lace in l,ire SI'Gil p:()fram.hdanr Buick re:;;:onds to
, ic'n of --lte cronosal by tl-re GLii l rrf ord 3ranch ol the SL-GB 1;o nai:e v;hrrt

tne Drol)osal...!on: iletzel! c()ordinat<.r o1'ILrIirG & ACTIOI{, t;he iriorkers'
Scil-crarit;r -Aliiance publi e ai_i on r .rns\4r'r.s reccnt; letters hy . . .I'.I';
menbels and -,YSA critics. I rrurr.trs ()rt;nr writes on the same topic.
l'onroe ]-ussacl: has three lert,rrrr ,leai inq vrith the SLF, Del,eonism ancl
the Sovi et Union. f n anothr:r I r- t t;,.r (ttter comments on the DB revi ew of
CL.r'.33 tAR Cii Ti{E HCI'E FRCI{T anri irrovides new information on the Anti-
fat-.1 janentary Comrnunist Federation, l?rk VJinslow rvrj.tes on the frrrs-
t::at; ions that bes;et an active revolut,ionarl when the workinp. blassj s not revolutionary.The last itr:nr, a t',r'oadside from the Spanisir 1n-
l crrmation Network. . .'

II.;,lyisn jnnlodes.Docurn.nts a;rrl intervicws on the.'trRP'6 buried historv
1T--, -T-I(!-liew Iork,ff 10116. or PO Box 1P)rlondon wClH BJE, one c1c Tl.ar/
"'nence). Contain; information v;hich can be of interest to some in
rr,lo i t ion t.o the nrte; i2l i n Soli rliir i ,y no 15 ( see Echanqes no .r7,) 

^Ev.n i f their pprsf,ective naiE-i-.-ffiffi in cornmon rvith Sol iaari i.y'(or
} clranges), being a rival trotskyi-st group, the 'spartacists' have for
many yesrs revealed and denounced many of i;he nasty affears in the
I'RF which most peonle onJ y rer:entl y have beeorne av,rare of . (This issue
also eontains a lons eritieal. revierv ol R.Cha]1inor's irnportant hook
on the Ull Soclalist Labour P:rrty, 'Thr: originr. of Brjtish Bolshevisn'. )
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TH[, HUNGARIAN
INI)EPENDENCE
MOVEMENT
An Iiycrvitness Account of
Magyar Fuggetlensegi
Mozgalom
lslvan Szcnt-Mikloty

Autumn 1987 256 pegcs
0 275.9t574 9 tt0.95
-[hc 

-M1g1,ar Fu8Retlcnscxi Mozqa-
lorn 11J,,,r"ar,"n In,lcncndcnce
Movcmcnt ) pTaynl an imfrfi aiiiulc-iii-lic-Eiii,rry ol llungary in thc
lattcr part of World Var ll. -l-his

n()n govcrnmtntal movcmcnt pro-
vidcd lcarlership (or Ilungarian
rcsistencc to Nezi control and
(irmmunist Russian ettcmpts to
dominrtc llungrry. Yer, sctivitics of
the MFtl havc not yct hecn
dcscribcd rcliably or comprchen'

sively, cithcr by formcr perricipanrs
Thc bulk of rhis volumc is bard

on thc author's 5rrsonal expericnccs
os a participanr in thc acrivirics of
thc MFM. 'fhc aurhor, rhe lasr
suruivor in the Wcst of rhc Ctntral
Sccrctsriu of rhe MF-M, dcrribcs
thc failcd rrtenrpts o[ rhc group firsr
lo sssist cfforts to obtain en
smislicc with rhc Allics arrd ro uvc
thc lcwish;rcpulation of Budagrsr,
eod thcn to intrtxlucc a Vcstcrn-
stylc dcmrratic grlitical sysrcm
into tlungary. -lhe bmk also
idcntifics the ceurs o[ thc movc,
mcnt's failurcs, causcs which lay not
lust in thc rcrions of Nazr (itmrany
and thc Soviet ljnron, bur rlm in rhc
shortcomings o[ ]lungarian leadcr
ship.'fhc author concludes thar
dcspitc thc cvcntu.l failurc of thc
MFM its variorrs cflirns h.d ro bc
metlc in order to dcrnonstratc
Hungary's commitment to Wcstcrn
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Europern culturc md stylc of
dcmocrrcy.

TROTSKYISMAND
MAOISM
Theory and Precticc in Francc
end thc United Srares
Bcldcn Ficlds
1985 288 pega
0-175-92015-6 r2l.9t
Thc thcory and practicc o[ comun
rsm ttxiay dms not rdhcrc rigidly to
the dogma of thc Crmmunisr Parry.
T hrs bmk provrdcs r sysrcmaric
comparison of Trotskyrst and
Maoist polrticrl rhcory rnd pracrrcc.
Pulling togtther material from wrde-
ly rattcrcd sourccs into e comprc-
hensivc framework, rhis krck fol-
lows thc devclopment of the Trors"
Uist rnd Mroist movcmciii-in;Hrr:rxIiFi-Ilniri<I 5 r a rcs fromr@

Most of the strikes are narrowly to-
cused on economic issues, unlike last
summer's disputes N'hen the right to in-
dependent unions was a primary de-
mand. But this vear's wage demands are
steep. especialiy coming on top of last
vear's average increase of nearll' 20%.
And manv ol those companies that have
been hit hardest are in depressed indus-
tries. such as shipbuilding and mining.

The most serious dispute in the coun-
rry is at Daewoo Shipbuilding and
Heavy Industries. Despite union lead-
ers' endorsement of a package that in-
cluded a 1.4% basic pay rise, workers at
Ulc Slll[)vittu tullte(, u()wil U!e 5et(lr-
ment bv a nearl\' 2-l margin and con-
tinue tci push for a 43o/n riise in basic
pay. Daervoo chairman Kim Woo
Choons. took over direct management
ol the conrpany. which lost Won 69.4
billion (USS9l.3 million) last Notem-
ber in an effort to turn the ailine ship-
btrilder around.

Spring offensive launched
A fresh wave of strikes

By Mark Clifford in Seoul

sweeps south Korea

6 outh Korea's exnected spnng l:rlrrrrrr
I q[[6nqlvs has kicked intir hrsh pe:rr
with nearly 100 strikes uncler 

-waj 
at

mines ancl factories across the countr!'.
The f)aewoo grouf', whose car. ship-
building and defence units are closed by
strikes. has heen the hardest hit of the
('r)untry's maior conglomerates, partlv
hct':rrrse of the belref rhat its chairman
provirlc<l critrcal [inancial support to the
ruling part1, in last Deccrnber's presi-
dential eleclion.

For the flrst time in South Korean
history. mt'rst of the strikes appear to be
taking place within the framework o[
the country's labour law. While the la-
bour code was revised last October. it
still demands a cooling-off period and
rcquires workers to give prior nolicc of
strikes and other job actions. Ancl
though a secuntv suarui rvas killed at Ihe
Hyundai Eneine Co. irr Ivlarch, violence
has been minimal at most sites this
spring, especiallv conrpared to last
year's disputes.



18

I Moreover, Daewoo Moror. rvhichr produces LeMans cars in a joint venturc' with Ceneral Motors. has bccln h;;;;';
se ries of st ri kes and slowclrr*n -r ri'n." 

-ifr.

bcginning ot Aprit O, r: np,li.l.tliiir
unron menrbers walked out lti nrcss tlt.-
mands that include a 26o/n *rn. i"-
crease.. The compan.v has alrcaclinriss-
e,d at.leasr two shipments of its irru t.,the U5 because of the srrike. u.hich has
shur dorvn rrs main productron fr;ilii, i;rupyong. near Seoul. Workers arc alsoon s.trike at Daewoo precision. ,"hichproduces ranks and other nrilriiivcqurpment. dcspite a prt_rhibirion onsrnkes ar defcnce firmi. Demands arDaewoo Precision include o i,ti; o,;*:rise The compan), t,us ,r.Jt.r,j;rI;i
rne_stnkc lor staging an illeual actiun.

Wh1 has Daervob been'hrr iurr.tesr.,

A company spokesman says it is be-
cause the conlpany, unlike some otht,r
busrncss Broups, has allowed the frlnrra-
tron of srrong labour unions. But dio_
lomats. labour activists and busrne'ss
sources in Seoul say thar the companv ii
also being hit because of Chlorir,'r,
runroured financial supporl for ruliriu_
parry candidare Roh Tae Woo tluririp
last year's presidenrial election. o

rIf he unions say thar Kim weishcd
I in with subsrantial contribuiions

at a critical point in the campaien." sar.i
a Wesrern diplomar in Seoul. W-nite raf -
ical activisrs hofe to prcss a poliricil
poinr by hitring Daewoo, manyworkers
apparently see the issue in simple ec()-
nomic terms. "Workers think'rhar if
Kim can afford large donations to the
ruling party he should be able ro afford
1g.g. pay increases,'says a South
Korean executtve.

Lubour activists say Daewoo is also
hurt by the legacy of last year's labtrur
dispures. A worker at its Okpo shiD-
yard was killed in a confrontation wiih
police last August and seven workt.rs
lrom irs Pupyopu car plant remain in

fail lor last sunrnrer's lal;our activirics.
Rescn tnrcnt ilrnong blttc-collur rnun-

ufaclttrirrg w6rkers at [)1crv69 an<l
tltltt r busirtes\ grrtttl)\ ts al:,r lruiltlirtu us
:i:lct crrlnll;rrrii': irr llre lrrr,rlui.rl.icr-
vlCc\ Alc;l tuttr ilt rCtuttl rg\y115. ffl-
tltouuh [)ucwtlt-r Sllrplrurlllill, crn
sc;rlccly irIfr)r(l suh:tilnti:rl rv:r,:J riscr.
W61'[.1,15 ;rt J),tt'r,rttrl 5er'trrrir-.r,irc ra,,p_
ing thc rcrvurds of boorn timcs in t'he
sccur rty busirrcrs. Ovcr the past ycar,
the securrrics (.()mpirny hus paiil boriuses
equ;rl to lj nrr-rrrllts' w;rgcs and crnplov-
ees have been lblc to take advantage of
_pL'r)crous crnployce stock-owncirhip
schelncs-

L:rbour negotiations will not hcrrn
until ncxr rnonth ar Hyundai Mt,rir,
howcvcr. so tlrc ,1.,,rp'i fl:r.tship corn-
ptrny could facc trnotlrcir rrruntl ttllubour
disputcs. "LJlsurr is sirrinrcrrng," sirys a
labour adviscr, relcr rrnrt to ttrc soith_
westcrn city.whe rc rrrosi oI llyunrliri's
[actorics arc locatcrl.

S;rrrrsun-g's shtpvard has also been
, shut b1 ;r :t rrkt.. i-lrc shipy;rr,!. located
l.rl D:qygo's 1,lrtI on rhe south(.rn is_tano ()t t\oJc, \.\as shut ufter uorkcrs
were thwarted in an atlernpt to ,"eisiei
a union. Sanrsung's foun.lcir L"" 6l;;;Chull, wlr. dic.j Iasr N,,".;,j;;';.,t
vigort-rusly opposcri ro rrni.ns ;;',,,;,;.
ol . illc lrrnr's rndustri;rl urrits have aunion.

TI,. Hyuntlli gt()up, whiclr has su[_
lCIcLl th(' wo;st l;11y1y111- tcl:ttit,ns an.tonp
thc, larg<.htrsirrt'ss gr()ups in thc pasr, iinot lirr.rnA;rs ll;rrlly as Dacwoo this
sprrr)lt 'l lrc l)rilcr srrike at I{Vunrlai En_
grrre. wlrit.h slrur thar fuetory O,r*nl.t,
lrut lr ol I ctrruary and Marc.'h, ha, n.r*
trccrt scltlctl. And at llrc Hyuntlui Miotr
tlockyirrd., a orrc-duy srrikci orr l5 AprLl
pronrlltcd lltc corrrptrrry to rcach a lt.rr_
tatrve collcctivc-b;11g111,1ng ilqrcemt.nl
with workcrs to;rvcria prt,i-olrgccl walk-
out. It was an unusual nrove filr a t>usi-
ncss group tlrat has ecncrulll. choscn
conlrontatron rathcr thln concilia-
tion in its l:rbour-nranagcnrcnt rela-
tions.
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O trikes irre also sprca<lrng in the
t)country's mining dirtricr in the
northeastern province of Kangwon.
Mincrs have traditionallv bcen among
lhc country's most rnilitant workers and
sornc of the mos( violent l9li7 strikes oc-
t ttrrctl in this rcgion's mining t(rwns.-l'hc 

nervs is not all bleak. howe ver.
Mort' (h:rn two-third\ of the 361 labour
(lr\[)utes reporlecl t(),the l-abour Minis-
trv so lar thts vear have hccn rcsolved
Mu;or tcxttle, :rpParcl and Iootwear
corlpani.es have already wrapped up
ncgotiations wi{h wrtrkers, set{ling on
r.''age rises of l()-1,19'n. I-ahour sources
s;rY that incJustn'-wirle labour taIks. c0n-
clJctcd uncler ine auspices of inclustry
trade associations. facilitatecl the
negot i ations.

The government has largely con-

1984
1 926

1066
1928

trnued the neutral posture tl adopteo
duping last summer's labour disputes
and encouraged management and
workers to settle them autonomouslv.
Although riot police are somerimes srill
used to quell protests. the general tenor
is very different from what it was even a
vear ago, when the g,overnment habi-
tually suppressed union activities.
Moreover. pafl of the more peaceful
tonc to this year's disputes reflects a
new maturity on the part of workers.
"ln (he old days a lot of the labour ac-
tion was an anti-government state-
ment," says a labour adviser. "Now
there's no advantage to having the po-
lice intervene. The labour laws have
been changed and the mood in the la-
bour movement now is 'let's play it by
:he rules'." U
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1987 Versus 1929
The chart at right indoxos ine Stan-
dard & Poor's lndex of 500 stocks so
that th6 stsrting points squal '100. Tho
black lino rgpresents the index's valuo
from 1984 to the present. Tho gray
lina trecks changos in tha index ,rom
1926 to 1933. The quastlon that wor-
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