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the following manners Re Knight, C/0 Students Union, The University,

Keecle, Staffordshie. , 31st October 1982,



.__newsheets; leafleis etce The

e

Welwoome to the first issue of INTERCOM. - Welly not exactly the first issue,
because as you can probably tell from the sub~titlec, INTHRCOM is a contin-
uation of the project begun by the WILDCAT éoople in ¥anchester which they
called the NEW ULTRA LEFT REVI®W,. - The original idez was to start a journal
that could act 28 a foczl point for contact snd discussion between those who
might broadly describe themselves as Left Communist, Liberterian Communist,
Council Communic=t, Anzrchist Communist snd so dne 3But they didn't start

it off as something they were going to be solely respon-ible for, hence
their review was only a Pilot Issue, pending a conference to decide’

-

" whether or not %o sct thé thing Wp on e more-permenent-basise - - .

/12th, and

Well, the conference wags held on the weekend of S
s the results But first, a few recollections by way of a conference

this 3
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The conference attracted people from Aberdecn (Subversive Craffitti),
Menchester (Wildecat), Liverpool, London, Leeds, Oldhem, Lencaster, Stoke-
on—Trenﬁ/Newcast1e~under—Lyme. About 25 of us in alls BSome folk we'd hoped
would attend couldn't comey, though we've heard from a 3 e
stated they szre still interestedes The first issue to whether
we felt it was a good idea to set up a review at all, ¥
it be for. - Despite some dissident voices it was felt + sens .0 g0
ahead with the project becausec there is a nced for an exchange of ideas
between us and an even more importsnt need for potentially isolated groups
and individuals to be kept in touch, so they don't end up succumbing to
despair and eventual apathy - which has been the fate of far too many over.
the last few yearse Their is some contact already, but for meny of us the
informstion we gzet ir second-hand, based on the personazl contacts of a few
individuals or particularly ensrgetic groups letting others know what is
going one. Clearly some way of leeting everyone in on the discussions would
be a2 good tdez.

The next ocuestion wasy who is the review to be aimed As can bhe seen

from the content of this issue its not the kind of to be sold on the
streetse It was folt that it should he aimed at already oxicting revolutionaris,
and that initial contact should he left un to loocal ike

copieg of
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e review shouldy howver,
duced material ~ Poth tolet othersimow

each group is developing, eand to allow a forum for dis
content of those leafleise On & more practical front,
leaflets in this way enables one group, or indivicual,

2in

the locally »nro

energys The conference also hoped that the review would coniain discussion
articles, hopefully ones that dealt with 'real issues'y rather than the
boring old academic stuff that has plagucd our movement for so long. It
was also hoped that contributors would keep jargon down to a mindmum (and
the editorial group of this issue tzke that to mean that anything which is,
in our opinionytoo jergon-ridden will be left out),

It was also decided that editorship of the review should be share’ around
the various groups who had shown an interest, But that left a problem of
deciding what should be the criteria for participation, and what articles

3

should have the right to be publisheds We therefore spent some considerable
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ime dLSCLu, ne the political points for prrticipation. WILDCAT

suggested 8 »noints of wvhat they considerdd to he the minimum level oi‘
agreement we all had, 11y these were knocked insc pe that
most of us were re with,y by which time srown to

10 point“(mhny are sewhere in this issue). zrticles which
are broadly agre apent w1uk thece noints have an sutomeiic right to

be publlsﬂeu, as long 8 they are typed on UNIVERSAL stencils (1e.theones
that fit both Roneo and Gesgtetner duplicaiors ). Other :srticles may be

published at the discretion of the production group.

We spent some time deciding ~hnt o call the review., INTERCOM was the
one that met with most favour, the only msening behind the name is that
it exists to provide a means of communication between peoples
We 2lso decided to produce 150 copies of the firgt Tew issues. The group
from otoke/Newcasnlo agreed to produce the iwrst two issues, to be followed
by WILDCAT for one issue, SUBVERSIVE GRAFFITTI for one issue, and then
an issue by a group in London. We hoped to get an issue out about every
two monthse The price was to be 30p (20p if unwaged), INTERCOM wes to
be distributed largsly on a subscription basis, ie people would send in
money, in “eﬁu“ﬂ for which they would receive a cony. This was deckded
because we had not set up & new political orgenisation, and hence had
no syst om oc menbe subscriptions to finance its It was also
ﬂecidcd conference o rcwweu progress, ond have further
qcuas:mns, “fuer two stues - early Mﬁrcﬂ/ldh February 1903« The
Stoln/ﬁewcasule grou sred to host the conferences

<

These discussions %took up Saturdsy afternoon end a good noriion of
Sunday toos Howcver, we also found time to discuss the politicel
situation in Itsly, where a large number of peonTe around the autonomist
mévement are awaiting trial on fitted-up charges ¥ore information on
what has happened is available in this issue of I ITERCOM, Those of us
presemt agreed it would be useful to try and make informa tion available
to the 'public! about what is going on there. We also spent some time
discussing riots in genersl and Toxteth in particular, a comrade from
Liverpool describing certain rather disturbing sctivities going on
within the Liverpool & Defence Commlrmee, which suzgested that it wes

D

being used by a number of black cepitalists and I pimps to push their own
interests (e.ge drug pecdalling ~nd DPO”tltLtlon) rather then help thos
busted after the riotss We had hoped to have more information for thls

in INTERCOM, but alas it has not come forwards

Tired but glowing with a sense of smug self-satisfaction; we went our
separate ways homes Ihat you =rc now holding in your hsands is the

end resulte Moy zod bless all who sail in helcescssscescsce

o
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Thig issue has been produced by members of the CARBLESS TALK COLLECTIVIe
Further copies can be obtained by writing to our contact address, If
vou want to send an article for the noxt issue, please type it on a
UNIVERSAL stencile. If vou went to send us a leaflet, weld like 150
copies, or if its a duplicated effort just send us the stencils, even
if they already have been usede It helps if typed Suuff has at least

a half-inch mirgin round each side. The final date for copy for the
next issue is Janusry 3rd 1983, We also want CASH IN ADVANCE. Any
money sent should be in the form of stamps, blank cheques, blank postal
orders, pound notes cstce DO NOT MAKE CHEQUES OUT TO INTHRCOM OR
CARELESS TALK OR R.KYICHT = because we don't have bank accounts in any
of those names, so the money will be useless to us
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T MYTH OF THi WORKING CLAGS.

THE GRESAT WORKING CLASS YAWN,

2 : e ;
TYPISTS NOBRz . Richerd, 10 cenbt this ariicle & ltec

ni, n his &ars 1 a nlup for an
anarchist gronp Sele tTr-diay o gob oun i v e N BT o, e cen
be contacted at: 72 Road

gber, 1M23 ODE,

One of ‘“he gre: e
What is the working class

ig surely the working classe
e e : {rctoslas, I supposey, and

ave this mys terlous ] A for what? Struggle to be prrt
of the ruling cless, part of the rich 3otsot 80 they can go nd shit on
other pecnle who themselves ave struggling (to be pert of the ruling class)e
Work can be whatever the fuck you want it to be, Joulﬂ ¥ u sfy that trying
to put together an -narchist magazine wes not workg Thet ° rentistes
that from working in a factory or zn office? Onl’  money - ‘Fc hlwﬂcst con
ever - the carrot dangling from the stick in front of the 'worlking class
faces Don't fool yoursclf — there is no working class - there's only
peovle and you can give them whatever label you want but you still hove
people and you still hmve a fucked up worlde

I doubt if you'll print this. RICHARD

A REPL]

It mey seem churlish 4o even print a reply %o as thig,
especially when the reply itself will be Tonnf” e in

que)tl 1e Nonetheless, depite being short, the a number of

,.,_. bt

questions th
As Richard's

n
at are central to the nonpl“ 1Av07v
article was . ilo)

2]

to include it if a le
to label this in any Lal or
person~l capacityy, tios

PEerson.

IS T ZRE A WORKING CLASS? It would probably wrove to Richeard
thet there is such hing as & Yworking clas few Worde
tle, however, arc convinced thalt sueh S It does not

cxist because we waﬂb it to (we would far pref~¢ that th class and
all other classes ceased %o exist -- tut ¥ ould c sm), rather it
vists because that is the way society ﬁb L g | %mall minowiﬁv of
the world's population own OX control the v jority of the world
resources. This minority probably compriscs about 5% of the nOﬂulztlon.

Tt motters little whether this minority owns those resources in the form

of stocks and bonds, or through their control of the machinery of statey

or nominally as directors of enormous compzniese I prefer to call these
peonle CAPITALISTS, because they own/control capitales Their mzin function
in life ts to organisc capitael in such a way that it maximises profit -
which they use for pro-investment and spectaculer consumpiion. hege neople
havo intorests in common - meinly in keeping the rest of us away fro, conirol
of these resources — and so we call them a social class

Leaving aside groups of people iike the peasents, there is another set of
people in the world whose nosition in life is dictated by where they stend
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in relation to the ownership/control of the world's resources, They are
the vast mass of us who don't own or conbrol capital, those of us who have
no choiee but te work for the capitalists, in return for which we sre
given the privilege of living. True;, some of us don't seem to get the
chance of even doing this very much; but are forced to subsist on the
pittance of state hendouts, others {mostly women) work incredibly hard and
get little or no cash in return; others work in factoirtes or offices, or
on farms and in shops. But add it a1l togethery; and you set a group of
people who have ne choice about way we live, whé have in common the fact
that our main function is to colliectively produce a profit for the capit-
alistse Because our position is defined by the fact that we have to work
to live, then we hove become known as the working class,.

10

IS THERE A CLASS STRUGGLE? Yes, because we all hsve an interest in common —
overcoming the exphoitation and oppression of capitale hich doesn't mean
that all workinz class people are aware “hat +this strugs i

see themselves asg nart of it. Yot every time we take act
needs of capital %o make 2 profit -~ lile stru
Tighting a new rosd 41 will tear up our districts, or 4
care facitlities for our kidsy; or fight against miclear D
the destruction of the environment - then we 2re engaged
capitale The problem is thit most people don't see the connection between
these struggles, or if they doy they don't see that it would be much bheiter
to get rid of the ecausc of the problems than to keep tinkering with the
effectss It is one of the jobs of people who like to think of themselves
as revolutionaries to show the links between these strugzles;, =nd to bry

to get people to go beyond their confines,

=

<l

“1dne for
SR T O

wer stations and
fight sgainst
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Working class people strusggle against capital because they have to in order
to lives Its as simple as thate It seldom has anything to do with wanting
"to be part of the ruling class" - try telling that to the health wor<ers

~ an extra fiver in their wage packet is hardly going to make them part

"of the rich jetset",

WHY IS THE WORKING CLASS IMPORTANT? Well who is going to change society?
Certainly the capit-lists aren't - they're sitting pretty right nowe And I
doubt whether st-rving third world peasants will have much to do with it
either (although they will benefit greatly by it). Working clags people

on the other hand are constantly involved in fighting the effects of
capitalism, moreover we have the power %o actually chaznge society — who else
actually runs the world now anyways We make the goods, distribute then,
design them, sell them, staff “ho governement, and memebers of our class
even defend the state,s Withoul us the capitalists are nowhereg; bhut without
them we could do very nicelv,.

I'd like to finish by paraphrasing something Karl Marx once wrotes I do this
not out of any sense of hero-worship, but becaus ¥ he was right on
this one, He said that at the moment the working class exists as a class
in-itselfy, ie.es it exists, but working people are largely unawsre that it
exists, end don't see their common interests; for a revolution to occur, he
said, then the working cless must exist -as a class for itself, workers must
be awarc of their position in society, and want to assert their class
interests by destroying that societys.  Thatt!s really the problem for us
so-called revolutioneries; to help the other members of our class come to

that kind of awarenesse

e

LOUIS ROBTRTSON
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REPRESSION IN TTA™Y - THO ARTICLES. .

Basically we frol':r if we've been buried alive, in the

sense that we can't pet information out to the outside

world. Thc nroblem of the Press is one thet I huve elready
referred to: the Press upholds the regime and its versions

of reality. Ior them, the blanket term "terrorist" can be
used, and is used, to cover all forms of political opposition
in Italy.

The above is a cuote from an Italiasn autonomist who was arv~ested on April Tth
1979 in the Univesity city of Padua. The interview from which it was taken took
place in October *981. Today, a year later, the situation remains the same, there
is a world wide press and media silence on the persecution of the Italian Autonomists.
This article is an attempt to break that.silence, a silence which is supported by
the ma jority of left groups in this country.

Those first arrests back ih Aprilc1979 werde thé signszl for & concerted attack
on the revolutionary left. The wave of arrests that folliowed were aided and abetted
by the Italian Communist Party. There have been over 3500 people arrested during
this period but in this article I will concentrate on the case of those first arrested
who have become known as the "April 7th" defendants.

The trial of the "April 7th" comrades opened in June of this year, which meant
that they had been held without trial for a period of 3 yesrs and 2 months, and was

promptly postpou=d v of next year. Needless to say ithey have not been granted

bail. From the tine o: ie first arrests the defendants have been trying to find
out what concrete i provided the basis Tfor their imprisonment, none has
been forthcomine, comrades who were first charged with being the

strategic lesdership of the Red Brigsdes; then the killers of Aldo Moro; then the
perpetrators of a further 10 killings; then the orgsnisers of an insurrection
together with the Red Brigsdes; then the organisers of another insurrection (buﬁ
this time without. the Red Brigades): are left facing © charge of being the leader-
ship of a mysterious "O" ( for some reason the Stste declines *o use the word
organisation), the alleged clandestine level of Potere Uperaio (Workers Power)

and Autonomia opersia orgsnizzata (Workers Autonomy), consisting of a number of
"armed bands", coordinated with the Red Brigades. 411 this without scrap of
concrete evidence.

What then, you might wonder 19 the evidence against the defendants. Well it in
fact rests on the statements of a "supergrass", one Carlo Fioroni. Fioroni, the self
confessed robber and murderer of his best friend Cerlo Saronio, took advantage of
a new law brought in during December 1979 ( (note the ﬂque). This law enabled
"repentant terrorlsts” to obtain substantial reductions in sentence if they collab-
orated with the authorities. Fioronis decidion to talk cam the right time
for the prosecution, whose promised evidence agsinst the had not material-
ised. With the help of Fioroni the case was rejigged.

The State's desparate attempts to connect the Autonomists with the Red Brigades
had been challenged by a former member of the Brigades, Roberto Peci. Peci, who was
the hezd of logistics for the Turin Red Brigades stated cuite categorically that there
is no connection between the Autonomists and the Red Brigades. He has been bBacked mp
inchis assertion by & member of the Italian judieciary, Judge Palombsrini.

fslombarini free from Communist Party and Freemasons 1n11 ience has refuted the

charges against the conmrades. “e %as said that there has been an
inserruction in "no single h clandest-
ine structures Line) public

G a

i He has also ﬁroppeu the cherges against all thos
defendants remzining in his jurisdiction and also called on the other judges to do
the same. His tements were not rerorted in the Italizn Press. The red%o
these oppressive measures sgainst the Autonomists is best sumned
first srrested, Toni Negri.

level known as sfutonomis Uperais’”

"After the loroc kidnap... the
repression we have ever known

anaign of

000




tricted. Practically all
ned. The space held by
ies snd factories

it terrqorism a great
, 2 nmovement of

a movement of
ikening blow.

£ autononlas in;

has been c¢losed, In the name i
proletarian movement of an entirely new
young workers and metropolitan proletari
resigtance to work, has been struck a

I don't know if recovery will come abcit oui-kiy. I rather doubt
it. What is certain, though, is that “he mewso.nt still exists,

that it has not yet been beaten. Today c¢he . .l..;m is the revival
of mass struggle together with the re...iucst of political space

and the relezse of the comrades from prison.”
This article was uritten by a member of the Italy 79 Committee.
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ACCIDENTAL DEATH OF A MOVEMENT.

(The follouwing article is the tekt af a leaflet distributed by

the Careless Talk Collective &% a recent praductisn of Darie Fo's
play Can't Pay? Uon't Pay! put cn at the lacal theatre here in
Neweastle-under~-Lyme/Fotteries. e distributed about 1000 cnpies
over two weeks - much to the ann:yance of the Directar of the
theatre. Interestingly, though, the acters a~d the plays producer
were impressed uwith the leaflet. UWe havermmitied a coauple of pieces
from the leaflet - illustrations and so An.)

On April 7th 1979the Italian sYate set out t. smash the pecpular left
in Italy, as it existed outside of the Cammuni Party. The autan-
emists, known as Autanomia, were becominga threat anthaugh only erg-
aised in lonse local groups with many differnces between them. The
autmrnomists viewpoint, reacting against the pressures of capitalism,

was arising from the needs of the people and in oppasitian to the
Italian state.
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The reaction of the Italian state was to have serisus conseguences
fer those academics and jaurnalists who had given expression to the
autonomist movement. Thusue find pecple accused ef murder, jailed
and tortured simply because of their political beliefs.

Since this time, Teni Negri, Professor of Pmlitical Science at Padua
University, Areste Scalzpne, a leading left-wing joaurnalist, Alisa
del Re and 20 others have been held by the Italian state in appalling
conditions on very serious charges including armed insurrectimn and
leadership of the Red Brigades {the Ttalian terrorist group respen=
sible for many armed attacks in the 1970s and 1980s) .

THE EHARGES
The charges have never been suppcrted with evidence and as each

charge became totally discredited it was replaced by a mere serious
and ridiculnus sne. Instead nf producing witnesses, the Italian
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judges (including members of the Communist Party) have been leaking
séndatiohalthnd. ofstn comtradictory stories tn the press in an
effort to hide their illegal proceeding under a cloud of emotienal
anti-terrorist fiction.

The ch rges broucht by Pedus Judge Calogero according to warrsnts issued on
April 6th, 1679 weres
1) thst Negri, Ferrari Bravo, Piperno, Scalzone, Delmaviva, Vesce, Zagato,
Pancino, R Ferrari and Marni Palestrini were the founders, organisers,
and leaders of "an orgenisation going under the name of the Red Brigades',
2) thet ot the seme time, they inspired and led various interlinked
organisations going under various names but constituting the so-called
workers'! Autonomy. :

In other words, they were accused of being the secet brains behind all Itelian
terrorisme

On the same dayy werrants were issued in Rome by the Procurator for the arrest
of several Red Brigade members, charged with the Aldo Moro kidnapping and
assasinatione .Negri was charged =long with these peoples He was accused of
being behind the whole assasination plot, yet the only ‘evidence! produced

by the state prosecution was & series of tapes, supposedly of telephone
conversations between Negri and memebers of the lMoro familys

It is import-nt at this point to note that in many stern countries, teped
teddpho e conversatlons are inadmicsable as evidence beczuse IT IS NOT POSSIBLE
to nrove the identity of the spesker from his or her voice on the tapes In
facty, the tapes relating to Negrils case were not examined uvntil 50 “avs after
his srrest snd only after protest from Negritl's laryerse Thus we o™n see that
the main evidence on which Negri was being held had no more foundations than

& house of cardss

ged mem

(RSN

Moregover, durin- proccedings against the charg ers of the Red Brigades
the cherge against Negri was droppeds Unable to produce witnesses or evidence,
but desiring to hold Negri in jaily, the state turned to Negri's openly pub-
1ished work and used his ideas and political beliefs as tevidence' ageinst hims

Ignoring the facty in his writing, Negri openly condemned the Red Brigades, the
judges persisted in insisting that he was deeply involved with thems %he
following extract from an article in Rosso dsted May 29th 1¢73 chows Negri's
rcal opinionss

*The line of the Red Brigades is a total strategic 2nd tactical
failuree In 10 years of combat they have never succecded in
m*king one correcct political ~nlysise They fought tfoccism? thimwk-
it consisted in and could be identified in individual Blackshirt

ing

pigs on street cornerss They depend on a concept of Ydestabilizationt
of the state that destebilizes nothing, & concept of 'venguard?

that represents nobodyy a delegation of power which does not existy -

i seamvis the movements z method that swallows uacritically the
0ld relation between mass-struggle and elite prog ommes ese while

the mass movement acceots no delegation, is only unnedizated
solf liberatione”

JUDCES CREATE EVIDINCE
Despite the obvious declaration against the Red Brigades, the Itelian judg es
STILL insisted thet Nesri was guiltye They clsimed that this statem?nt from.
Rosso was simply another sign of his brilliance in that he was covering up his

s —

work using such articless
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The Italain judges carce nothing for fectualevidence and- sven one of the

E

tfeipont?, Judge Ciempeni (who has publish-d a 150 page
there is no connechion helbween the Red Brigades and the
resorts to the making of assunptions to keep the political detainees in
prisons The following is o ouotation from Ciesmpani's reports

", ,eone conunoty aven st the level of logic, accept the hypothesis

that men of the capacity, the determination end the leadership
qualities of Negriy Pipernoy asslzone etc. had, since as early as

1971 begun to discuss srmed strugsle, and frittered around discussing
the armed strugels for around 10 years without meking the slightest
preparations to bring ~bout the srmed crime under exeminstione Unless
it can be sho'm that Piperno, Negri, Scolzone etc ars merely inept
word-mongers contrery to the obvious 2nd cnthusinctic 6pinions of
meny who have described theme"

The Italisn judiciasry's record in the use of informers and police provocatcurs
is particularly awful. It has been proven thet in the case of Vaslpredes, an

anarchist framed for a bombing, 2 50,000,000 lira hribe was given to 2 key

witnesse Prior to the April Tth arrests, a new law, Fioroni's lew,; wes enacted

designed to give huge rewadds to repentant terrorists in return for inform—
atione Mioroni, & self-confessed murderer, was %o be a key witness against

April 7th defendents - 1ntil his statements were diacrodited by enother

renentanty Pecie Unforiunately for the state, Pecitls ctatements were found
G
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be true by the disclosure of the Red Drig des hideouts, ©1Ce

MO0 CARIS
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The Ttelien press has worked consistently-to. uild vp the imege of Negri and

the others as terrorists and 1Red Prigades leaders's This has included not
only papers supporting the centre— and right-wing parties, hat also Unita,
paper of the Italien Cowmunist Pariy »u5ts Indeed the PCI hos been one of
prime movers in +he whole affair. Iv scems that they are trying to prove
to NATO and the BEC that they are responsible politicians who csn safely be
left in charge of Italisn cepitalism - that this mesns smashing the Italain
left seems to have worried them littles

X KRNI HHHRR KRR H IR RIHR

Further information csn be obtained by writing tos
The Italy '79 Committees cfu Joun Merringbton, Mi‘dlesex Polytchnic,
white Hart Lane, London Nl7.

Letters of support, donations and letters protesting %o
should be sent tos

Apiil Tth/December 21st Bssociation,

via Tomacelli 103,

Rome, Italye

Money orders should be made peyable to postal accoun’ Conto Corrente Pogtal
(CCP To. 23235005).

—X—’,’r%v‘(--)&*’:&%%%%%-K--)H’r*%(**%-X-%fr%é%*%%&*—)’r*%**%%******

The CARELESS TALK COLLECTIVE would appreciate any comments, criticisms or
whatever about this leaflet, snd any of the other raterial we have put oute

B

the

e Italian government,

e know we're not perfect, and are constantly trying to improve what we d0essooe

g
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*Show Us How means on earth
are so entan .= = other too:

iach different poth bwinss esher

™his conference to set up'the Tltra Left teview' 1is ar

impottart momenrt in tae political development of the revolutionary
movement in “ritain. Uftth is will rqp_e:ent if successful a
reorientatiaon away From the Droceso of splintering and atom-
isatior which has heen such a negative feature of cur political
life over the past two years. 1In particular this last year has
seen this phenomenon assume crisis proportions with many comrades
becomine demoralised and leaving revolutionary politics altozether.
Yere, and in particular I address myself to the ex-comrades of

the TCC/Solidarity, we must actively combat this tendency and see
this conference as a means among others to that end

-

™he extent of the creation and success of the eview will depend
on a number of factors all of which needless to,say are deeply
political. These factors girate around the question not just of
our role in the strugssle but more importantly for this conference
the way we organise ourselves . this raises that doppelganger

of old - Federalism vs. Centralism. "o Comrades, the ghosts of the
ist International haven't heer exorcised but return to haunt us.

Once already this year a conference has Tf:reew omrades
who had split with the T ith the rnow ex-5S in
attendance. his confer: e was a PGSO‘ﬂ@l“*
ina“ility to deal wit political + of
reorientating S| es n oot =i this
conference. 'hat is essential and 1mﬂoliamq ig-dhat the problems
andpoints of litical divergence do not get :
carpet in. % zeal of se%tin: up the eview.
success of “eview will depend not just on Y
as a forum discussion, this undoubtedly an important
faetor.dn reation, but over and above thi +ial
criterion be the Teview'% capacity o dea ]

s :

G

on it's own role, e role of revolutionaries
In order to develop t‘is perspective it is crucia
assign a Eolltwcal and co- ovdlfatln, role to Gh
iust be contert with an organisational apparat:
as an editorial board stven before the confe:

and not
acts merely
Zsigpey [ Bucisal

feel that the  differnces that exist will impinge O The creatior

of the ‘eview “he cef of ecriberin for alzchﬁatlo“ in the
conference I feel are weak needing DG”haﬁS more elaboration than
addition. Yere, T would like to elaborate some of the political
concerns which should be central to the setting up of the Review.....

1) The dsepening anc¢ further elaboration of the points of principle
wwlch serve as criuerla Tor the particpation in the contribution
o and produetion of the Teview. lost ﬂotablv to strengthen the
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omph: sis of the nrole iat end only the proletrrist ce 2 revolutionsxy
cleese FHere £l of ti- vobbish ¢nd drog: from the Libiortrei-» movenssi of

the 80%s #nd 70':s rhout mreginal elements (womone movencnty :ri'sy scuatters
youth, etc) being a revolutionar: cztecory in their own right must be
firmly rejecteds “his is not to say thet we dismiss the strusgles of women
for emample, noy, we support snd parti i hewe strugsles but
alweys with a clear nersacctive being hin the fremesork of
the class (prolectari=n) strucole.

p
o,

?) A willingmess, -nd more imnort ntly, = politicsl commitment for us =11

to go beyvond whet has served us as politicsl praciice in the p=st. Here,

for the ex-ICC comrsdes this mesns & through—zoing snelysis of the politicel
divergenees which made them lerve the ICC hrs to be mades ifeny, meEfEEhority
texts were written by the comrades outlining their differences with the
current but as yet no synthesis beyond thet of sn snti-bureaucr=tic and hence
essentially orgenisation~l criticue hes been made.

For the ex-Solidsrity comrades, it is ebsolutely impercitive thet they go
beyond the federslistic practiees of Soliderity.

1though it would be incorrect
to assert that Solidarity suffered #n organisationsl demise (Soliderity
suffercd it's death Dhec:ruse of it's insbility to comprehend it's own role
within the struggle, it theorised this through Carden rnd therefore hcd
nothing to say to the working-class struggle when the economic crisis

forced it to the surfzce!). However, it would be wron= to szy thet the

- ouwestion of orgenisation wes not 2 erueisl-zspect-of. he-political -disappear-

ance of Solideritye. The concerns of the comredes with the problem of buresu=-
cracy in the fusion of the Socizl Revolution/Solidarity was not solved with
the rotstion of the production of the magerine. This was an orgsnigs tional
penaocea that solved nothing, sbove all we must draw these leossons:~ political
problems hsve only noliticel answerge, If I dwell over-long here, it is
because I want sbsolutely nothing to do with = new Solidsrity.

- - = ER

It would he an arrosrnce on my prYt to imnly or sasert thot only the comrades
late of these two political orgsnis:tions sre perticipsting in this
conference. There are, ofcourse, other groups sni comrsics narticipating
here, but a2s I know little or nothing of their volitic-1l nositions other

than their acceptence of the conference criteria (that in itself being #
weekness) obviously, therefore, I cennot comment on their orientztions 2nd
look foreward to their contributions =t the conference.

3) While initislly the Review must act =s a vehicle for discussion, it is
important to see beyond to what the Review might represent in the future.
Today we live in revolutioncry times, we do not live snd militate in

the I940's or 1I950's or even worse, in the dsrk days of the I930's. Organ—
isations such rs Internstional Council Correspondsnce ~nd Bilan existed
politically in the vacuum of the class struggle, their t=sk was to reflect
and deliberazte on the lessons coming from the revolutionsry wave of IGIT-
1923, Bven in thesc derk dsys, these orgrmisziions understood that their
newspeper or magagine provided a focus, &n orgznisational pole around which
the political and organisational life revolved. To be sure, revolutionasries
such as Mettick =nd Korsch contributed to periodicals such as the 'New Masses'
but the understending of the need to retzin the paper or magazine as the
orgen, the mouthpiece of the orgenisation was maintained. The -Itelisn Left
understood much better the need to retsin politicel independance. Nothing
could be more zlien to the spirit of developing end deepening the theoretical
soniruisition of the revolutionary movement than to hand over uncritically
the pages of your journal to just anybody to say just anything s long s

1% is interesting. Unfortun=tely, this is the practice of most libertarians,
classicelly illustrated by the past practice of Solideritys

5
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¥ ——ee oo
“%oarj we cre in a different period to the one fre=d by communists in the '30s
and %408, Polrnd has merked & definitive step towards & deepening of class

strugzle towards the revolutions Similerly the massive and global ns ture of the
economic c¢risis of capitalisnm indicates +that the

Today there can be no new So
and 'interesting new 1aoas'
with the cornses of

“GLAT, ICO, Sociallet
Above 2ll, we need to

organl ser of the voli

¥e no more fliria
: .sm) the l?(

Negationg
U“f"rﬂtsaﬂing

This means that the newspaper or review must act as a nationsl co-ordinator,

as an organisational fulcrum representing not just rzon for discussion but

also as a focus for militant 1lifce This demand 2ll volitical centralism .

That is centralism bssed on our politicalnecds wi : gle, Anything

else other than 2 comnitment to the prol=tarian s o 5 i other than

the centralisation of revolutionarics is dilettantism ~ to p at being
'iod bﬂcausc the ifgg‘neeng

reiolu%ionaries. This is v1tal for the coming p¢

of ef¢odts. If this pfrspoctlve holas tvuh for tae fuuure strike commltteegg
or for the workers councils, then isn't it also binding for revolutionsry
orgenigations?

£ soints bo "cﬁ
auge I realis
wer I feel -

raceive thsm

Here I could write a lot more, and these ars just some
a catalyst, not that I want to »l 'devil's advocate?y
3

my views will not be in the majo: r at the conferencece.
and. T-hepe -

“#3eseshort points are very
the comredely and fraternal
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WISMe Reprint of 1930 Guy Aldred pamphlet,
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NUS* (HOHNG KONG) =

#International Correspondence® (see note 5 on our organisatisonal nature) is a 5
:recent. split from the Hong Kong group “Undercurrent s”/””eo“’“s Press™, formerly .
"Minus®/%70's" ( the former .of both being the group's international English neuslett~
gr and the*latter-its ' 9pcal press) (1)9 :

Over the nast severa l ysar59 we have experienced d
anarchist/ ibertari munist current (referred

e
X
i
L

e t i
0 as the trad urrent belou)

These differences cecur both in theory snd in practice. While both kinds of differ-
ences are eqgually important, viewing in retrospect, the theoretical differences
provided the basis and background, while the Giff‘r”T es in practice the 'immediate'

cause of our split,

THEORY: As those-uwho have read the group's press well know, the tradit
derives its theory from anarchism and Cardanism. At one time, we wer
influenced by the latter. However, as we developed politically, ue mov
further away from it to eventually entirely rejecting it. Her

£ 5]
will become @Jja:cnt immediately, we wish to particularly menticn our rejection of
the two main pillars of Cardanism, namely, a) defining cla%%ss in terms of executive
power/authority (for us now, the only 'scientific' defin n s economic
criterion, because it is the 'only materialistic mrthud T alic sypl, 1.
Ppe352, fne.2, Progress Publishers, 19 74), and b} regardine s having
superseded its economic inner contradicticns, as having goods'’ (an
empiricist critiocue of Marxism). arey =

The importance of these theoretical differences is net limited to the level of
theoretical understanding. They naturally, have direct bearing on practice.

is now the 'leaders' who are the class to be overthrown, S5,

that any anti-autheritarian practice is revolutipn=
n:capitalists (i Manx? property (relations of
nal current, of course, bhe.labter's Pbollt¢mn
e dbDllb;Oﬂ of Dower/aJt hority, but we cannot see houw
from it)e It isy therefere, no u601dentfhat we should find
or open support to, ,art1cwpat11g in or even initiating
power, state ODTGSSlDH (2), etco.y for what they are.for
nuclear power (at its uachnology)g
ot us, . these c nluticnary content
ggle against capit 1 (in Marx's meaning).
tim is t 2w of capltgllsm
y are of secondary
'lfrly scarcely

=

Firstly, since it
follows guite nat
ary, po patter it
productlon,. &ihe e
as almost as import:
it must legically f
its members giving
struggles against

our part, we are
state cppression, B
if not stated in the context of thes stru
For this reason, sven if their uoubd ul
(in Marx's ;aabinn}g compared t
importance. Purely anti-authori
needs given a damn fory except tnat they se

o
(43}
o

Secondly, by regarding capitalism as having 'delivered the goods'; reformism and

what the Trotskyists call ‘'‘progressive' practice are, therefore, not so many weapons
of the*bourgecisie, but are only 'misdirection'® within the camp of the proletariat
(or led), They are, therefore, often tolerated, supported, passively or actively,

or even initiated by members of the traditional current, as being 'steps taken
towards the same end', if only circuitously. Thus we flno them Cdeblﬂ of cooperating
and collaborating with unionists, Trotskyists, clergymen sk vwatsdkinn

This brings us te the differences in practice

o
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PRACTICE: As far as we are concerned, both for reasons of revolu
and 'practicality', the dialectical unity betuween theory and prs
principle that must be resolutely defended both in theory and practi

words, for us, any sacrifice of theoretical positions in practice, for alleged
'oractical' reasons (which -are in fact not at all practicle #n the sense that such
sacrifice does and cannot lead to the supposed ends - we are thinking of Lenin's
“Left-Wing Communism: An Infantile Disorder”), is cportunistic.
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To our regret, we have observed that such cases have happened with *Undercurrents®”/

o
i

#*( To contact IC write gnly as followss. Ps0, Box 44007, Shaukeiwan Post Office
Hong Kmngo)
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"PgoplesPress” with alarming freguency. As we have said, members of the traditional
current cften cooperate and collaborate with unionists, etc. without a blink of

the eye, although they are, in theory, deadly enemies against all forms of reformism
and 'progressive' practice. :

A second, somewhat less important, @ifference in nractice is the traditional
currents drift in the last half-decade or so towards almost total concentration on
spectalism'(the creetion of spectacles for appreciation} in their activities at the
expense of unspectacular concrete political work. Thus, we find its members putting
almost all their efforte in experimenting with political cinema and theatrs,
international sticker campaign against CCP's oppression of Chinese dissidents, etc.
We by no means deny these activities catecorically, although they must also be
subject to whats been said in the above (4). But, if they are coupled with an almost
total absense of work such as interventions in the developments of the class struggle
(1eafleting, intervening in strikes, etc.)., addressing important issues of the class
struggle (the role of 'Solidarity', for example), develeping cne's understanding of
revolutionary theory and practice (instead of emptily regurgitating the same old.
slogans),etc., then these activities cease to be activities of a revolutionary
group, acquire an autonomy of theér own, the purpose and direction of which is the
projection of a hollow image.

It is not that we have never committed the same mistakes. On the contrary, it is
as a result of our own political development that we have come to realise them for’
what they are. '

We have also tried to bridge these differences through mutual struggle. Unfortunately
there has never been a healthy tradition, within the traditional current, of '
criticism, anti-criticism and self-criticism (something not unrelated to its obsession
with spectaclism). Such words have long ago been abolished in the libertarian
dictionary.

Because of our very limited ranks and resources, in the short term, we will not be
able to put out any regular publication. As said in note 5, the purpose of our
formation is to broaden desp discussions of communist pesitions in this,.part eof-ths
world. This we plan to do by establishing and maintaining.close contact and dialogue
with the international revolutionary milieu, in particular its communist currents.
The form of this 'deep discussion' cannot, of course, be purely intellectual/
theoretical, but can only be carried out through concrete political practice, ie.
active intervention in the proletarian class struggle.

July 16. 1982, Communist Greetings . 16

NOTES

1. a) “Undercurrents”/People's Press” address is$ 5§, Holly Road/Mid-garage,
Ground floor/Happy Valley Hong Konge b) We have thought of expressing our
differences with the group in a less open and direct way, but later thought we
had the political responcibility to be as clear as possible in the matter. We can
only hope our former comrades will not take to heart soms of the hard words being

used.

2. eg. In cooperation with other local activists, they recently distributed a
leaflet at cinemas showing the Costa Gavras film "Missing' which contains a
straightforuward condemnation of the recent refusal by the Hong Kong government

to extend the work permit for an American lawyer who worked for a local reformist
organisation, without making any further statement of positions on the matter.

3, Their recent negotiations with some social democrats and clergymen for venues
to perform their political theatre 11984.1997' is an example.

4, We wonder how such films can be screened and plays performed, except during
mass uprisings, without some form of cooperation with established unionsy leftist
organisations,; stc. '

5, IC does not view itself as a permanently constituted grouping. On the one hand

Gy



for reasons already mentioned, we find it no longer possible to work with

“Undercurrents” /“People's Press®. On the other, though we are moving towards

communist positions, thinl it premature to join existing communist groups.

Thus, we see ocursslves, rathcr, as heing a transi 21 grouping, the purpose of

which is toc act as a rallying point to deepen discussion on communist positions in

this part of the world which has so far been disastrously cut-off from communist

currents in Europe and America {(also sse last part of main body of lstter).

P INTERNATIONAL extr Enely close to the follouwing,

if not exactly

1. That the so=called * ut a of

capitalismy neither 'dege nor

society.

2. That all trade unions (including 'Solidarity'), whatever the subjectiue

intentions of their members, are objectively counter-revolutiecnary in n-T.re in
i

20th-century capi

. s
Y parties |

gt so-called 'workers
left-wing appendages) are egually reactionary capita

4, That any form of 'minimum programme' type of p
system or any type of 'using' it in practice fer
reactionary and opportunistic. All factions of the
resctionary, any tactic calling for 'tactically' coogj
only serve to send workers to the capitalist guillot
5. All so=galled "mational L_bcra ion qtrugql \' can

inter-imperialist massacre. To support such °*

©
however) amounts to supporting one imperialist against another,

be Ihe prolet

ta cannot be 'organised! in any way by revolutionary
minorities. It

n
arried out by tho generalised upr

only be c© ising of the
proletariat it The role of revolutionary minorities; as the class's vanguard,
consists of ces ssly intervening in this struggles intensification, general-
isation and int itionalisation. Ths substance of this intervention is the
drawing of les: and conclusions of the class's past and present struggle ex=-
perience, and g upon these conclusions, to point out the direction the struggle
should take to achisve the communlrf revolution. Only in this way can past errors
not be repeated, strug i tracked into reacticnary blind-alleys

<
<
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and the struggole e ex

7. Capitalism is in a state of permanent crisis tury. The prole-
tarian revolution has since the first great uwav ocn the agenda, on
which depends the ultimate destiny of mankind: rharisme
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LONDON WORKERS GROUP BULLETIN NG12 OUT NOW

Contains articles on Poland, Workers Self-Management, the 'Alternative Economic

=

Strategy', Council Communism, the 'Assembly Msvement' i Speip, Train drilses

strike and reports.
Send 25p min. to cover postage tos

LWG c/o 11 LEYDEN STREET, LONDON E1.

UNPOPULAR BOOKS a non--profit making group republishing articles and pamphlets

of interest to our milieu and not otherwise available - they have recently
published 'How the Bad 0l1d Days Might End' one of the better post-Situationist
documents to emmerge from the USA in thev70's., They also publish a books listing
and book reviews = first distribution now available froms

'Unpopular Books', CIB, Metropolitan Wharf, Wapping Wall, London E1, (send



Below is a slightly re-worded copy of a leaflet we gave out on the
recent Labour Pa rty Young Socialists 'Youth Azainst The Tories'
demonstration in Liverpool. Wd would welcome any comments or criticism
people may feel they want to make.*

NO FUTURE IN

The conditions on YOP schemes are terril le, mos t young peocple on
them spend tuelv time doing hard, dirty and borin > work, all for a
pittaunce wdge. Je demand better cond;tlonuS a realistic wage and more
concern an actloh over health and safety at work.

Let's aim to better ocur present conditions because they're what we
all face each day, but let's not just stop tﬂerec let's aim to put out
of business those elected representatives whe have never solved problems
like unemployment, but have only come up with sclutions like stupid 7
YOP training. YUPs offer work experience, this means learning to do as
you are told, obeying ru1es, learning to clock in, clock out. Training
sorie of us to work in the future in sorie useless employnent;
zdvertising, armaments, the production of useless commodities, it's an
endless listi '

o('

B

Is it erough to demonstrate for a full-tirme
given that in a few years tine tnerz will be nUer }
making more or less the same deman aiir Lo destroy gﬁrty
politics, let's get rid of the pOLithi&ﬁS. Let's uhtro1 our own lives
with workers' co-operatives and no bosses. In the end VL contbrnaet
want improved conditions, we don't want scher like P, we want much
more. wWe want total control of our lives, we want to all the
decisions that affect our lives. For too long other people have been
doing that for us and abusing us.,

Always work, work, work for us, and profits
keeping us in line and keeping thenselves in pOwWe
thinking we're achiceving something, listening

D

rich, Politicians
stand in a park
17290 tfkinb in

their lies, and what will any of them ever Go6? crap ¥OPs and
bring in a new schenme with a new name, Will you fo low

wherever they lead?

Politicians never encourage real workers' unity,
we have seen strike after strike crushed. Power and
the politicians first concern. Work and schemes like
tine and them.in power in nice comfortable anitions.
trust then any longer, but sirply organisec ou call our own
strikes when we want and not wait 'til we'rc zcid we.can or.we can't,
be it by the government or the union hicrarchy.

over the years
cstige is always
s keep us in
should . not

AT L
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L BAKERYt

WONIT JUST WANT . 'A SLICEOF

I

‘*either via the pages of this review, or clsc dirsct to

Cexr T AL
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CND, LABOUR AND THE FALKLANDS

The crusade against nuclear weapons is so important, says CND,
that we must all sink our political differemces and work tog-
ether. But the Falklands war and the reaction of the Labour
party and CND leadership must surely raise serious questions
about this approach.

Through marches, carnivals, demonstrations and petitions, CND
has attempted to persuade MPs to vote against the Bomb in
Parliament. Much work has been put into trying to gain the
support of the Labour party, which is thought to be more sym-
pathetic. CND hopes that a Labour party with Michael Foot as
leader will behave differently to the victorious Labour govern-
ment of 1964 (elected to abolish nuclear weapons - it started
building Polaris sunmarines instead).

WHAT LABOUR SAID.....

But can the Labour party's.
response to the Falklands
crisis give us any hope
that they would not drag us
into another world war?

On April 3rd, in the House
of Commons debate, with
only one exception
(Patrick Cormack) they
supported Thatcher's dec-
ision to send the Fleet.
Some now seem to believe
that it could be sent and
not used - such apparent
Doublethink is preposter-
ous. Michael Foot donned
the garb, not of pacifist,
but of war-mongerer. He
said of the Falklanders,

' ..they have been betray-
, ed (and)... the government
Wy must prove by deeds, bec-.

1 Ny
%ﬁhibﬁn;xﬁﬁ%yﬁ_jf C
oy ‘ffg%”““ﬁfnﬁ4fﬁﬁh ause they will never be

AR ,-';@,,,a; fathp iy
.(&“ R L@gﬁ that they are not resp-
i

able to do it by words,
""RCGBB : ongible....' His deputy,
< Dennis Healey, interviewed

on Panorama the following
Monday, was even more’

explicit. He stated that Britain must be prepared to sink Argentinian
ships and re-invade the Falklands.

Against ‘foul, brutal aggression' (Foot) by a *tin-pot fascist
Juntg' (Silkin), Labour is prepared to send thousands of young
working class men to kill their Argentinian counterparts and
die in the process. It is ironic that only a few weeks ago
Argentinian sailors were training in Britain, that many
Argentinian ships are made in Britain. So much did the

Government, Tory or Labour, care about Fascism then.



AND CND?777

And what of the CND leadership? Instead of denouncing the war,

they supported it: :
The Labour Party, Liberal/SDP Alliance, many Conservative
MPs and military experts have spoken out against Trident.
Quite rightly, it's hardly the best way to defend
Britain. Just look at the Falkland Islands.
(CND advertisement, the Guardian, 16-4-82)

This clearly shows they think there is a best way to defepd
Britain and squares with their advocacy of strong conventional

weapons. Quite simply CND is not opposed to war - it is in
favour of conventional wars. Such wars have killed over 20
million people since 1945. This April the sum population of
countries engaged in wars was about 701,600,000 (Sunday Times
21-3-82) - or one person in six. They embrace forces not far
short of those taking part in the Second World War.

This war started because the Argentinian government, reeling
from the effects of the world recession and 150% inflation, was
faced with massive working class discontent in the form of
strikes and demonstrations that threatened to finish it off.

So it played the nationalist card, hoping to divert working
people’s attention away from their own problems. For very
similar reasons, Thatcher's government gladly accepted the
challenge. Like all wars, this one has nothing to do with
working class interests.

War is an integral part of capitalism. Wars are fought for'many
reasons, including control of markets, sources of raw mgterlals,
securing national frontiers and engendering national unity.

They are simply the natural extension of commercial competit-
ion, And all those who try to run capitalism must discover

this fact.

CAN WE STOP WARS?

Against this war between capitalist states we must affirm that
a nation divided cannot go to war. We must realise that we have
more in commen with Argentinian workers than with British capit-
alists and politicians. The answer to this, and all wars, must
be more class struggle. Like last year during the civil servants
strike, when the NATO war machine was thrown into panic at the
threat to Britain's Polaris capability when a small group of
dockyard workers walked out. Like the strike wave of 1980 in
Poland which paralysed the Warsaw Pact. We must abandon
this false road of compromise with war-mongerers and murderers
of workers, advocated so blatantly by CND. We must choose for
a libertarain revolution,,for a world with no nations, no
states, no 'bosses', no ‘'workers', no ‘'profits,where people
matter and where things are prodgeed because people need them,

. not to keep an idle few in luxury and power. Where the causes
of war have been eradicated forever.

This leaflet has been produced by a group of libertarians living
in the Potteries. We would like to discuss the issues raised.
in this leaflet with others. If you would like to contact us,
you should write to the following address, in the following
manner : R.KNIGHT, c/e Students Union, The University, Keele,
Staffs.



WORK FOIR
A CHANGE

Today in Britain, workers are suffering the full effects of

a savage attack uponn their living standards. With three and
a half million as the official level of unemployment and
the Tories talking of a zero wage rise for the coming year,

the prospects for many of us, in and out of work, is even

more belt-tightening to help the bosses solve their crisis.

——
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RIGHT To

WORK
— |
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By working to "make 3ritain great again", workers are,

in reality, working to strengthen the system which serves to

keep ordinary working people in a position of subservience.

Tt means workingz to keep the bosses in their rich lives while

the rest of us struggle from day to day.

We think it is important to look at the purpose and




possible outcome of marching for the right to work. We believe
that govermments of any political shade will not change their
policies. Lets not forget that the Tories are only continuing
what Labour started. Labour started the run down of State
services, the cuts in British Leyland and the axing of jobs at
British Steel. And it was Labour that brought in the cuts in the
Social Services as a back up to their infamous Social Contract
with the unions to contain our struggle against falling living
standards. And it was the Labour Party and the TUC that drew up
an approved s-t of guidelines on picketing very similar to

the the Employment Bill.

By taking part in marches like this we are showing the
Government that they can control.us by channeling our energies
infoAsafe activities which pose no threat to the bosses and
serve to boost the credibility of the Trades Unions and the

Labour Party;
Let us instead fight to change this depressing situation

not by fighting for the right to work for a capitalist system

but by fighting to change the system to one where we, the workers

rave control over our, own lives and our own futures.
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If you agree with any of the ideas expressed in this leaflet
~or would simply like to hear more about our politics.write
to: R.Knight -

7 Northcote Place

Newcastle-under-Lyme
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In towns and cities throughout
Britain the Armed Forces have rec-
ruitment centres, all round the
country the Armed Forces hoid
military displays and exhibitions.
They?’re spending considerable sums
to persuade young people to join
up - and to convince people gener-.
ally that the Army, R.A.F., and
Royal Navy are great institutions
that everyone should support.

Bit just what would it mean if you
decided to sign on the dotted line?
SLAVERY
ok ok kk ok ok kR kkkk
You sign your rights away. In all

the Armed Forces it's strictly
forbidden for people to get together
to push for better conditions or
more pay. Strikes are outlawed.
You're expected to do everything
your superiors in rank tell you -
without question. The discdipline
and training can be harsh and brutal,
several servicemen have been killed
on training exercises in recent
years.

And you can't even leave when you
want to! You sign a contract for
several yvears and can't leave till
it ends, except in special circum-
stances. Pven if you manage to save
enough to buy your way out, you can
be refused permission to leave.
IT'S A SLAVES LIFE!

'DEATH

: EkkE kR ARk K
You risk being killed or maimed.

Since the 2nd World War British
servicemen have died in Korea,
Kenya, Malaya, Cyprus, Aden, North-
ern Ireland, the South Atlantic

and the Falklands..... And you
won't be killing others and risking
your own neck for 'freedom and
democracy'. It's the rulers of
Britain - the government, the top
state bureaucrats, the executives
and chief shareholders of big corp-
orations - who decide when Britain's
Armed Forces are to fight. And
they so so in their own interests.

Take the Falklands. The British
state hasn't waged war in order to
safeguard the interests of the
Falklanders. If the British state
was really concerned about human

The Salesmen of Death

rights - why have they been selling
the Argentinian dictatorship milit-
ary ecquipment? hhy did they take
away many Falklanders' right to

come to PBritain by passing the Nat-
ionality Act? Why do they allow the
Falkland Islands Company to evict
its workers from their homes when
they. retire?

Take Northern Ireland. The army
are not there to "keep the peace'.
They are another force for anti-
working class violence, in addition
to the Provisional I.R.A. and the
Protestant para-military groups.
Since 1969 the army have shot dead
over 120 innocent civilians (includ-
ing children), none of whom were
involved in the fighting between
the Irish Republican paramilitary
groups and the British Army.

REPRESSION
ok ook ok ok ok ok ok ok K oK

You could be pointing a gun at your
own family and friends. The Armed
Forces are not only for fighting
overseas. Governments - Tory and
Labour - use them to break working
people's strikes for better pay and
conditions. At the Army college at
Camberley in Surrey officers train
to use troops against civilianms.

WHY WAR ?
ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok
The Armed Forces try to present an

image of glamour and excitement. BRut
behind it all is the death and suff-
ering of war. And with nuclear
weapons another Wrld War could
destroy the entire human race.

Wars are fought because the world is
divided into different states and
power blocs whose rulers compete for
control of strategic areas, raw mat-
erials and minerals, markets for
goods. To end war people must over-

throw all rulers, East and West.
It's no good electing a new govern-
ment - all governments, right or
left-wing, will maintain and use the
war machine. People need to take-
over the workplaces and all
society's resources. Then all of us
can help create a co-operative world
community where human needs - not

profit and power - are what count.

Published by the Subversive Graffiti Collective, c/o 163 King St., Aberdeen.
Please write if you would like more info and a copy of our free news-sheet.
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Step Up The Strikes

A big stepping-up of strike actiom by work-
ers inside and outside the NHS is what the health
workers' struggle needs. But what do we get from
the TUC and the Union leaders? A pathetic strike
strategy: One day actions followed by weeks of
inactivity. 6 months long struggle culminating
in a TUC call for a one hour general strike!

The TUC and the Health Service Unions have
edopted a policy all along designed to keep the
1id on a potentially explosive struggle, capable
of releasing all the pent-up frustrations of work-
ers suffering wage cuts, redundancies, speed ups
and escalating restrictions in all aspects of
everyday life.

Calls by the NUPE conference and many mass
meetings up and down the country for an all out
strike with emergency cover, have been either
ignored or condemned by Union leaders. Most of
the action so far, whilst determined, has been
in reslity either symbolic or sectiomsal.

UNITY NOT UNIONS

Cther groups of workers, even in the public
services and in the same Unioms, many of them
formerly in dispute with their own employers, have
been deliberately 'kept on ice'. For instance
local authority white collsr workers, with the
same minimal 12% demand due for settliement last
July, and offered only 5%, have been called on
to take sympathy action for Health workers, but
‘NO action on their own behalf! Even then solid-
arity actions like those of the Fleet St. elect-
ricians had to be taken munofficially AGAINST the
TUC and the Uniomns.

The Union strategy is precisely that which
defeated the Health workers in 1979, the Civil
Service workers in 1981, and the railway workers
just 2 months ago. These negative lessons need
to be learnt very quickly if the same fate is not
to befall the Health workers today.

The lessons apply not only to the conduct
of the dispute but to its objective. The aim is
a 12% wage rise, just enough to cover last years
CUT in wages. HIT the Unions are actually only
asking for arbitration. W all know that at best
all this would produce, even if the government
accepted the arbitrator's recommendatioms, is 1
or 2% more than the offer.

All of this demonstrates that if this dispute
is to be won, NHS workers must start to take con-
trol of it away from the TUC and the Unions and
run things directly in their own interest.

That means :

1) Organising through general meetings and
delegate committees of all the workers, irrespect-
ive of their position in the hierarchy or member-
ship of different unionms.

2) Sending delegates to other workplaces and
arguing with them for real solidarity actionm.

3) Starting an all out strike with the work-
ers, not the hospital managers, controlling the
emergency service. ;

4) Extending the strike to other (especially
public service) sectors starting with those
already in dispute and organising joint action.

§5) Not being shy to take guerrilla actions
outside the consent of the union buresucracy.
The occupation of an administration building by
Rhondda nurses, which sparked off a rush of sim-
ilar actions elsewhere, is a good example.

6) Struggling for the full 12% and nothing
less.

The 22nd September Day of Action will onmnly
help the health workers'cause if its the start
of 8 major escalation of action - by heslth
workers and all workers. Thsat way the 12% can
be won.

Bit even then the Health workers will still
be working for effectively the same pay as before
last years cut - and for the same bosses and in
the same hierarchical set up which keeps everyone
firmly in their place - with the worst paid work-
ers and the patients at the bottom of the pile.

8

—— SEEMS IT'S LEGAL, THEY SAY THEY'RE AL NURSES! ———

At Wexham Park hospital in Berkshire nurses
have refused instructions to drug patients against
their will. Such actions challenge the whole
guthority structure of the Health Service. That
challenge is needed not only in the Health Service
but in all areas of society. Wiy should a privil-
eged few take all the decisions about how society
is run?

World-wide we all need to joinm our struggles
together and overthrow the system that allows low
pay and inadequate health care, when the resources
exist to overcome this. We must create a society
without bosses or leaders of any kind, where
production is for human needs, and access to
health care and all goods and services is freely
available.

PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY THE SUBVERSIVE GRAFFITI COLLECTIVE, C/0 163 KING ST.,

ABERDEEN. ( 22nd Sept.1982).

Camnments and inquiries welcome, copies of our other leaflets and the SUBVERSIVE
GRAFFITI local news-sheet obtainable free.



We've heen shot at hy hoth
sitdes in the Seuth Atlantic.

Though the media would have us think that the ‘free, democratic, British
state' is fighting a 'brutal, fascist, Argentine junta‘', the rulers of
both countries have a lot in common. Their differences are a matter of
degree rather than of principle. ®th countries have millicns unemployed,
and rising rents and prices while wages are held down. Relative economic
prosperity allows the British rulers to treatpeople a Jittle less nastily
at the moment. They fire plastic bullets at demonstrators in Belfast,
lead ones in Bienos Aires. 1In Britain dissidents face police harassment
and occasionally incarceration in prisons and mental hospitals, In
Argentina its death squads and torture chambers.

Boeth sides needed the war to divert people from fighting back against
capitalism’s eccnomic crisis. The dispute was gaining momentum while
workers in Argentina took tc the streets to resist their rulers, while in
Britain our rulers fear a bisger and hetter repeat of last summer's riots.
Now the rulers of botk countsries hope :hese struggles wiil be drowned by

a wave of chauvinist jingoism. And bo-h sides now have the war as a handy
scapegoat for their troubles, and working class resistance can be put down
as ‘unpatriotic’'.

tbw can we choose sides in trni- dispute? The British Fmpire and the,
Argentlne Republic are both our enemies. Like all states, in so-called
socialist' countries as well as the west, they are committed to preserv-
ing their brand of capitalism and are prepared to defend it by brutal
attacks on the working class in their own countries, and by sending young
men to Xill, 'and be killed by fellow workers from other countries. And
so long as there are competing states and power blocs, there will always
be wars. No government can prevent this, however much they shout about
peace. The Falklanders have had a brutal lesson in what can happen when
we rely on the state to 'defend' us. Hhatever happens they now face many
years living with their islands under military occupation by British,
Argentine or UN troops.

The only war worth fighting is the cla:s war against the rulers of every
country, In the last four months the wirkers in Poland have shown it is
pcssible to keep up some resistance to he most repressive regimes. W
can hope the Argentine workers can folliw this,and assist both these.
struggles if we possibly can. But we have the most power to azct against
the ruling class here in Britain. We can extend the struggles in our own
comnunities and workplaces, MWe can reject the leadership of all would-be
govermnents andstart ‘acting together *owards creating a co-operative world
without states, national boundaries or var.

#hat better opportunity to demolish the British state than when hailf its
- troops are out of the country?!! :

PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY THE SUBVERSIVE RAFFITI COLLECTIVE, C/0 163 KING
STREET, ABERDEEN. (lz,-s-g;)



PEOPLE & NHS - v - THATCHER & PROFITEERS

The NHS was set up by a labour govt. in the sway of pseudo-socialist post war
euphoria. Everybody had been pulling together for the war effort, and women had
proved their equality with men by working bravely and heroically in agriculture,
industry (munitions and textiles etc.) and especially in the business of cleaning

up where war hurts most i.e. in medicine, surgery and the running of hospitals.
Naturally Britain had to continue to care for all its heroic casualties, so while
most of the women were told to 'go back home', raise the new generation and let

the men take up their dominant role again as the breadwinners, those women in medicine
were expected to continue their arduous work by running the NHS, mopping up the

mess left by irresponsible capitalists and imperialist aggressors. There was nothing
social, nor idealistic, about WW 11 - and nothing socialist about the policies
adopted by the post war govt which was still basically under the thumbs of the

same powers which caused the war - the big capitalists' means of production and
exploitation with the imperialist politicians rule of nation against nation,

colonial and neo-colonial exploitation.

SOCIALISM, if it is at all, is by the people for the people; it is not a govt

which merely attempts to mitigate the iniquities of capitalism, nor a state machine
which administers every tiny need and in the process eclipses humanity with bureau-
cracy. The sentiments of communal solidarity or brotherhood aroused by the war

were neither by nor for the people: They were by big institutions staging campaigns
of hatred. They were for, not the love and welfare of the people, but the nation.
Any love and solidarity aroused in the people was channelled into the exploitation

of women of our own countries, and the continued nationalist effort to compete

with and beat the peoples of other countries. Where the nation benefits the people
suffer. Because nation means the small class of people who own control and manipulate
the resources of the people under the national govt. SOCIALISM must be by the

people for the people, not by the people for the nationalist and capitalists exploit-
ation of the peoples.

THE NHS was then not the triumphant creation of weak-hearted labour politicians

and stooges who gained credit for it. It was forcedto come about by the undeniable
responsibility of the nation to continue to care for the casualties, although it
stood for a while as a concession to the left wing movement, and the fringe group
who had been campaigning for it since 1935. Now the NHS has ground on for the

best part of 40 years, like a socialist island in a sea of capitalist competition
and hatred. Indeed the NHS has been under SIEGE for the last ten years since the
endless destructive/competitive struggle of blind profiteering capitalist production
has once again brought societv to its knees, and the world into its deepest ever
economic and ecological crisis. IS IT ANY WONDER THAT THATCHER CHOOSES THIS MOMENT,
AFTER HAVING STIRRED UP THE STENCH OF NATIONALIST SENTIMENT via THE FALKLANDS
WASTAGE, TO BE PARTICULARLY PERNICIOUS WITH THE HANDLING OF THE NHS CLAIM ? THE
DESTRUCTION OF THE NHS AT THIS MOMENT WOULD MEAN MASSIVE PROFITS FOR THE PRIVATE
SECTOR, A CRUSHING BLOW TO THE POOR AND NEEDY PEOPLE, AND A DISGRACE TO THE WHOLE
LEFT-WING MOVEMENT, MAKING WAY FOR UNDISGUISED INTENSIFICATION OF EXPLOITATION

OF UNEMPLOYED AND WORKING PEOPLE OF ALL SECTORS - ESPECIALLY THE ETHNIC MINORITIES.
The history of the NHS is one of constant decline; the increasing exploitation

of conscientious people — both black and white, skilled and unskilled, mostly
female, health-workers; as our govt has been less and less prepared to finance

the health and welfare of its people because it is more interested in serving the
requirements of nameless and faceless capital and a national pride that requires
nuclear weapons by the megaton in order to hide its inadequacies and corruption,
and so make itself feel (falsely) Secure: - scared on the one hand of bureaucratic
socialism, on the other of giving people the freedoms (educational opportunity

and productive resources) which are the basis of any truly civilised society,
freedoms which are denied us by the capitalist system of production by exploitation,
economic and ideologic oppression and repression.

P.T.0.



IT IS FULL TIME WE STOP BLAMING THE OTHER PERSON, THE OTHER NATION, THE OTHER
RACE. IT IS TIME WE THINK ABOUR WHERE WE ARE GOING WRONG IN OUR OWN CAMP. IT

IS TIME WE STOP ACCEPTING THE ECONOMIC CONCESSIONS WHICH MAKE US COMFORTABLE,
IGNORANT AND IRRESPONSIBLE. IF NOT APATHETIC. IT IS TIME WE STOP ACCEPTING THE
BACKSLIDING LABOUR PARTY AND RESIGNING OURSELVES TO MUTE SUFFERING FOR THE BENEFIT
OF THE CAPITALIST SYSTEM AND THOSE WHO EXPLOIT IT AND US. AND IT IS TIME WE STOP
ALLOWING OURSELVES TO BE LEAD TO THE SLAUGHTER -~ WW loo.o.WW 1l....ww

Thatcher wants to turn the NHS pay dispute into an issue (she has)

WE SHOULD TAKE THAT ISSUE UP AND THROW IT BACK IN HER FACE SO HARD THAT SHE NEVER
RECOVERS. We must mobilise massive support for the health workers - not a one
hour symbol ! We must go further and mobilise for the renovation of the NHS and
the socialist ideal it stands for. We must tie in the NHS dispute with the struggle
to build our own organisation for producing and distributing wealth and welfare
by the people and for the people, and to cease being as irresponsible, ignorant,
shortsighted and commodity dependent as our present leaders are and want us to
be. There is no time left for selfish and pecuniary motives, apathy and excuses,
we must get together to break out of the economic and legal restraints which this
old, crumbling society imposes on us.

Our -present drastic situation requires bold and decisive initiatives from us. One
suggestion is that we need a backbone structure of primary industries and agriculture
and public services, to provide the basics material needs of our population, and
which is 'profitable' enough to make a large provision of funds available to self-
help organisations community trusts and the like, which can carry -out secondary
productions and in so doing build up local community forms of life, releasing

people from the misery of condemnation to unemployment, racial discrimination

and shit-work. Release us from the grip of monopoly and multinational capital,

and we can do the rest by ourselves working for ourselves.
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political parties.

all play an equal part.

OBJECTIVES
1. To report on, analyse and seek solidarity for important
struggles amongst our fellow workers, especially in the
Greater Manchester area.

2. To encourage independant working class activity outside
of the control of the trade unions and in opposition to all

3. To aim at the revolutionary overthrow of all governments,
bosses and leaders by a revolution in which the majority of
people, who at the moment are just expected to follow orders,

And we would like to see the

creation of a world without the wages/money/market system,

where we can all have a say in how things are run, and where
production is for human need not profit.

F -
DHSS Strikes

The recent strike at Bury UHSS office
is another shining example of hou
traditional trade unionism is failing
workers. We went to talk to pickets

a week after the strike startea and
this is what we heard:

A team of special investigators had
gone to the Bury office to try to

of fload some of the work of the im=
spectors onto clerical staff., This
was part of the Governmenmts Long
term aim of privatising large chunks
of the welfare state, involving
17,000 jobs lost,. All the workers at
the office are aware of this and all
refused to co-operate with the team.
Evee

Eventually the team demanded to imt-
erview anm inspector, who refused and
was suspended. Immediately the SCPS
(inspectors union) held a meeting
and walked out on strike. The next
day at the clerical workers (CPSA)
meeting they walked out im sympathy.
the strike

The strike demand was that the im=
vestigating team be withdrawn. The
strike soon became official, but it
seemed the unions main concern was
how much strike pay they could afford
(sounds like the boss, doesn't it?)
A week later the DHSS was being very
provocative and the unions were try=~
img to get everyone back to work.

The chairman of the strike committee
told us of a mass meeting to be held
the following morning. He saw tuwo
possible courses of action. The
first was simple = stay on strike
upta -t team left. In view of the

]
fact that the team was due to move

e
£
to Dundee and Barnstable the next
week zand the workers at those
two offices had already decided to
come out if they did, solidarity
seemed the obvious choice.

That

But another idea was being pushed by
the union. Ever mindful of the state
of their bank account, they suggested
everyone go back to work, and if the
investigating team hasled the inspec-—
tors again, then all the inspectors

5

(20 out of 170 workers!) would walk
out. This way the union could afford
full strike pay. And, they said, if
Barnstable and Dundee are coming out
too, there's no way we can afford
strike pay for everyone,. therefore

qo back to work. How stupid can you
get! IN the face of a common threat
facing all staff at all DHS5 offices
in the country, the unions best res-
ponse 1s to divide workers, not unite
them.

dis=

At the same time as this 'local'

pute was fizzling out several DHSS
offices in Birmingham were taking
action over a similar issue. 400
staff from four offices are on indef
inate strike and the regions other
offices have supported with a 24
hour strike. The dispute is over
staff shortages = what with reduced
staff levels and increasing numbers
of claimants, the workload is too
muche This dispute has been going on
for a month now and shows no signs-
of being resolved. And in Oxford
benefits office staff walked out
indefinately at the end of September
over the same issue.

With all these 'local' disputes
occurring at the same time, isn't it
about time DHSS staff realised that
united action would be far more

'local' stri-
It is entirely obvious that the
Government is trying to decimate the
elfare system = and it's not only
claimants who'll be losing out.
Thousands of DHSS jobs are also at
riske

effective than sporadic
kes.

It has got to be said that times
have changed. Gone are the days of
the guick victory or the small
successful strike., The only strug-
gles that have any hope of succ-~
eeding are massive united ones.
The social and economic system is
cracking up and it's going to drag
us 2all down one by one unless uwe
unite and fight.

'Another TUC day of action in support
of the Health workers!' = You canm
hear the yauwns and sighs in every
workplace, even from workers who were
originally enthusiastic supporters of
such actions a short while ago. The
dispute has been dragged out for six
months now. Not only are the vital
solidarity actions beginning to
falter, but some hospital workers,
like the Central Manchester Ambulance
men are giving up and agreeing to
settle for the Governments paltry
offer.

The unions strategy of token solida-
rity actions, secticnal strikes in
the NHS and symboliec gestures, like
routine demonstrations and petitions
all well spaced out, is precisely
that which defeated the Civil Serv=
amts back im 1981. The TUC is the
same TUC that arranged for the isola-
tion and defeat of the train drivers

R

£ £

Jjust a few months back. NALGO and
NUPE with many workers in the NHS and
in Local Authorities have successfu-
1ly shelved any joint action over
their common pay claims. Calls by the
NUPE Conference and many mass meetings
of hospital workers (up and doun the
country) for 'all out' action, with
emergency cover only, have been either
condemned or ignored by union leaders.
And all this simply over a demand;

not for the full claim - small as

that is; but for a reference to arbi-

tration, All arbitration did for the
railway workers and teachers was to
confirm a cut in their real wages,
does anyone expect the Health workers
to fair any better?

There is still a fighting spirit
amongst many Health workers and there
have been some excellent, imaginative
actions outside the confines of the

i) official Union campaign. BUT all of
H Flascothis will be wasted if there aren't
some drastic changes of course.

If the dispute is to be won, NHS
workers must start to take control
of it away from the TUC and the
unions and run things directly in
their own interests. We think this
means$—

1) Organising through general meet-
ings and delegate committees of all
the workers, irrespective of their
position in the hierarchy or member=-
ship of different unions.

2) Sending delegations to visit other
workplaces and arguing with them for
real, effective solidarity action.

3) Starting an all out strike with
the workers controlling the emergen-—
cy service not the managers.

4) Extending the strike to other
(especially Public Service) sectors,
starting with those already in disp-
ute, and organising _Jjoint actions.

5) Struggling for the full 12%
claim and nothing less.




Community Police!

Complaints about police brutality
continue unabated in Manchester and
especially in the Moss Side area. A
recent incident in Moss Side has con-
firmed the opinions of the people who
live there that the police are above
the law.

At the end of September (22nd) a
young man was stopped in Moss Side by
drug squad officers, who wanted to
take him to Moss Side station to
search him. Not suprisingly he didn't
want to go. There was some discussion
and a crowd gathered. He offered to

be searched in front of the crowd.

The police refused the offer, more
police arrived and there was a scuffle.
2 community workers arrived to try

and calm things down, one of the work-
ers was described as " a riot leader"
by police there and a fight then took
place after which the police arrested
4 people and forcibly took them to
Moss Side police station. Gne of those
arrested was a community worker who
had no injuries before his arrest but
on his release from Moss Side has
suspected fractured skull and possibly
permanent damage to one of his eyes.

Three days after this happened a demon
stration ' organised ' by a small
number of local people (not even a
formally organised group) attracted
over 1,000 people including the local
MP, Councillors, and JPs. Many people
on the demonstration were middle aged
or old people who had never been on a
demonstration before. A petition was
handed into the police demanding an
independent enquiry into the Moss Side
police,

Although we applaud the action of
local people in coming out to protest
in large numbers we think the calling
6f an independent engquiry is a waste
of time. The Scarman enguiry recommend-
ed that officers who had taken unoff-
icial weapons to deal with the civil
disturbances be severely dealt with
and prosecuted. However the DPP has
refused to prosecute any officers-
even though the officers concerned
were identified through photographs.

In Manchester the police committee
seem powerless to stop the excesses
of the latter day Jesus Christ,
Anderton. Throughout Britain more
and more people are dying in police
custody every year. The recent
appointment of a community liason
officer for Moss Side has been an
unmitigated disaster. Although paid
a huge salary the liason officer
has no credibility in the commumity.

The job of the police is not to
protect the pubiic - it is to
protect the people in control of
our lives from the people they
control - us. So it is no use talk-
ing of more community policemen

and more democratic control of the
police. Only when people organise
themselves so that he government

and its army and police are disband-
ed forever will people stop being
treated with brutality by the police.

It is interesting to note that there
has been a complete newsblackout of
this matter., The demonstration 3
days after the arrests was not rep-
orted and neither was a demonstrat-
ion held outside the Court when the
4 arrested appeared last week.

Direct Works

"This Council is more right wing
than the Tories" a union convenor
said about Salfords Labour Council
after being told that its Building
Man

Maintenance Committee had decided to
sack all 430 workers in the Direct
Labour Force, then offer them new
jobs at reduced rates with poorer
conditions. This kind of heavy hand=-
ed dealing is certainly typical of
Tory Councils but is it really any
different to other more 'reasonable'
Labour Councils, like Manchester,
where the unions have just done a
deal to accept 350 mgore redundancies?
A deal, which in giving more money
to early applicants, is deliberately
intended to stifle any unofficial
collective opposition. Of course
both these Labour Councils are hlam:
ing the Tory Governments pressure on
their organisation and finance. But
the element of truth in this should-

n't hide two important points:

Firstly, what kind of so-called
workers organisation is it that
against the people it claims to
represent ?

acte

Secondly, are cur memories so short
that we have forgotten the Labour
Government in power carrying out its
ouwn cut-backs and attacks on workers
living standards, even bringing in
troops (firemen, dustmen) to black-
leg?

To fight back effectively against
these kind of attacks we've GOT to
go beyond the politics of trade
unionism and Labourism, which simply
imprison us.

ocT/NOV ’82.
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Q1. Who said "Kitson should have
his head Blown off"?

Q2. Who described striking
ambulence drivers as "terrorists®"?

Q3. Who declared a state of
emergency and used troops to
break a strike, and where?

Q4. Who said we were "paying our
selves more than the value of
what we produced"?

Q5. Who called for "the trimming
of 'candy floss' items, such as
education and social services so
that more money would be available
for the police"?

e L

ANSWERS TO SCAB QUIZ ANSWERS TU SC
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CONTACT

(eat

We would like to hear from anyone
who agrees with our objectives or

is interested in the articles we
publish. You may be able to give us
useful information or write short
articles for inclusion in the bulle-.
tin. If you like what we produce

you could distribute copies of
'Wildcat' regularly at your work-
place, school or club etc. We can
supply anything from 10 te 100 cop-
ies quite easily, free of charge,
although financial contributions are
most welcome. If your particularly
enthusiastic you might actually want
to help produce the bulletin.

| If you would like to come along to

one eof our regular meetings let us
knowe

We can post you single copises of
'Wildcat' as they appear if you
send us a £1 contribution (cash or
stamps).

Write to:

'Wildcat' c/o Box 25,
164=166 Corn Exchange,
Hanging Ditch,
Manchester M4 3BN,




