
Christi-Anarchy /kristiaeneki/ n.
Christlike life; lifestyle that is
characterized by the radical,
non-violent, sacrificial compassion o
Jesus the Christ. A way of life
distinguished by commitment to love
and to justice; to the marginalized
and disadvantaged; so as to enable
them to realize their potential, as men
and women made in the image of
God; through self-directed,
other-oriented intentional groups and
organizations.

- Dave And!e\4s in Not ReligioL hn lwe
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A Pinch of Salt to shake the
Empire
ln 1930 Mo}sndas Gandhi, the once stuiteing
halaister ilom Porba er. led a march to the

coasi of Guiarat 10 challenge the British Em-
pire As cand}i raised in hrs fisr a lump of
;alb mud he said. \t ith rhrs I am shakrng the

foundatjons of the British Empire".

Candhi and his companions were protesting

asainsi what fiev saw as an uniust 1ax law. h
!v-as iilegal for lndians to make their own salt

yet they were laxed heavily on the salt they

bought fiom lhe slate. The result was more

hardship for the poorest lo the benefit of tle
weahhy.

Lookins back at that historicallv significant

event the conlempolary dissenter would do

well lo remember thal th€ British Empire was_

n't seated at Dandi beach. Until rhat day it is

likelv thar most British sdministrators, save the

locai 'Cotlector' would stuggle to know vrhere

Perhaps Gandhr nas adrised b) frrend5 on hoq
r. ra.kle rhjs ;nrustice. 'Go to Delhr and dump

a sack of rice outsiale I"oral lrwin's house",

"!'ind a way to put salt into his \'!ater supply,"

"sendbags ofsah to London t'ith a petilion for

tax relief'. Brt Gandhi did none ofthese thhgs
or in any other way pelitioned the govemment

or cried out against lhe lnjustice. He could see

rhat in tbis case the power for change la, ilr the

hands olthe people th.ough making their o$n
sa1t, thus rendeing the salt la$ irnpotent.

Ju$ as Jesus'most revolutionar) message is in

the $a) he li\ed hi. ife. .o uandl'i ha' dis(o\-
ered that the most revolulionar) act is the one

thar is independent of state. How do we chal_

lenge the principalities and Powers? Cr€6_

tively seeking fiIst the kingdom of God

Po\.,er isn'! scared of megaphorcs and plac"

ards; he's scared we may turn our bscks on

him altogether-

A Pinch of Salt is a re-launch of a populff
magazine from the 1980s encouraging dia_

logue otr christianity ad ladical polilics.

How best to challenge the princiPalities and

powers h up for creative debate. It is shapcd

by boDest reflection on the many ways Chris'
tians choose to express their fai6 in the facc

ofthe world's many injustices.

CoDtrjbutions and suggestions a.. ,u"lt .,"
wlat ould Gandhi do?

Keith Ilebden email:
edior.apos@googlemail.com

Catholjc worker's guilty of defending lhc

innocent. 28 December 2007.

http: //apinchofsalt . squarespace ' con/

,i Levellers Dav
,-i{ I www.tevellers.org.ukr

Time for a Written Constitution?
The 34th Annual Levellers'Day. Saturday 17th May 2008. Burford, Oxfordshire.
TOIYY BEIIN, ANTIIONY BARI[ETT + OTHERS
chaired by REV. GILES FRASER
with music from
ROBB JOHNSON & THE IRREGULARS, ATTILA THE STOCKBRO-
KER and AMV compeeied by |nCK TOCZEK
!12 / fl / free to sneakv sneaksr-
onlt Mr, 16.19, rhree soldien were executed on oUter Cromwell s orderr in Burford churcb-
yar4 Oxfordshire. They belonged to a movement popularly kno*n as the Levellsrs, with beliefs
in civil rights and religious tolerarce. During the Civil war, dley fought on Parliament's side, had
at first seen Crcmwell as a liberator, but now saw him as a dictator. They were prepared to fight
againsi him for their ideals and he ,,vas determined to crush them. Over 300 ofthem were cap-
tured by Cromwell's troops and Iocked up in Burford church. Three were led out info th€ church-
yard to be shot as ringleaders-

Anarchist Studies Network
Conference
www.anarchisi-studies-netwo.k.org.uld

Faith based anarchism panel
Irughborough University 4---6 Sept€mber 2008

1. Arsist Prof, Dr, Ali Caku, fadh UniveNity ( Istanbul ): "Islam and Anarchism";

2. Moh.med Jesn Veneuse, Queen's Universir: "Paths to becoming a Muslim Anarchist";

3. Anthony Fiscellr, independent researcher, Malnd: "lmagining an Islamic anarchism";

4./ (rI. 8loiatr Aleklov. UDiveBity College London : "Religious Di'senrers and Anarchisrs in
I l.rm ofrhe Cenrury I'lungary ";

5. Dr. Pet€r PicL Sussex University : "A Theology ofRevolution: Abiezsr Coppe and the

Us€s ofTmdition"i
6. Prof. John Rapp, Beloit College : "Anarchism or Nihilism: The Buddhist-Influenced

Thought of wu Nengzi";
7. Dr. Keith Hebden, Church ofEngland atrd editor ol A Pinch ofsaltt"Theneed for subver-

siye foreignn€ss in liberation theologies";

8. drs. Andre de Raaii, Academy for Ambulant Sciences: "The Int€rnational Fratemiry which
never was - Dutch Christian anarchism between optimism and oear-defeat I 893- 1906";

9. Akxetrdre ChristoyrnDopoulos, University ofKent : "The Theoretical Cbistian Anarchist
RespoNe to rhe State: Romans 13, 'render unto Caesa/, and the question ofcivil disobedi-

Political Studies



Who were the Diggers?

On I April, 1649 a lirtle group ofunemployed
labourers and landless peasanls gathered to-
gether alSt. George's Hillnear Wakon-on-
'Ihames, Surry and began to dig up the com-
mon land and prepare for sowing vegeiables.
Their leade$ wer€ william Everard and Ger-
rard Winstanley. At flrstthey only aroused

curiosity and sympaihy but as tjme went on the

local lords ofthe manor aroused a mob against

By June another mob, including some sol-
dieIs, assaulted the Diggers and trampled
their oops. The Diggers atrnoullced that they
intended to cui and sell the wood on the com-
mon, and at this point the landlords sued for
daftages ard trespass. The court awarded
damages and costs and seized the cows Win-
stanley was pasturing on the common, but
released them because they were not his
pIoperty.

By the Autulnr! the Digge6, now numbering
about fifty, moved to a different common al
Cobham to avoid further confrontation. They
managed to gmw €leven acres ofgmin and
build six or sever houses as weu as in0 r-
ing sjmilarmovemenB in I

on I April, 1650, winsranley

- and fourteen others were
indicted for disorderly

Top Secret Transmission
from Raising Agents
Spies who have lonSed and much hoped for
altering matters went to lhoroughly mark out
'another way' at fearful AWE. Datrgerous
scary scafrolds (for death making or un-
wi€lding monstrous laser buildings will be
refirbished aod replaced by whdmills and
fanns. Cost effective tuanagemeni will make
sure that inteded AWE-ful testing is eradi-
cated, as we have had enough ofthose.

Vineyards and Fig Forests will b6 encour-
aged at1d ririldlife will spread in safety, eve-
ryy ran live uDder their vine and fig tree in
m'.f,. -,ity and be uDa$aid. A river willjoy-
tully me3Jder tbrcugh bringiEg fish, otters
and friends- lvildflowers will spread like
ftiendly winks signalling that the tine for
change is over, and work is a-foot.

For the tkee Eastcr days a spy dng targeted
th€ AWE Aldemaston site, its intention to
make consisteot access to redevelop the
place. Infiltration focused on marking out the
land for its redevelop-
ment and retumitrg
witb a good report.
Despite 6e byways
and the getting near to
the prepared land for
ihe transformation of
this place, there are
fences that make
Fis' ':ned manv oeo-
p[ at *anaeim tnis
locality.

Reality states there is
no reason in anyode's
mind to go close to the
constsuction; compas-
sion and hop€ make
bridges with what is to
alter it, into what it
will become.

Spies like us, raising agenrs. flooded in despile
hail and snowstorms ro alter ma$ers at AWE..
The AWE-fuiEuth is thatpeople don'rwanr ro
be there unless it's to be paid in order to fi-
nance their existence, as it brings no ioy. Tirne
for cha[ges was indicated when two spies liom
a larger udercover sp! ring lurked and suspi
ciously accessed tle area to make further

Eventually tLe two leaders were senl

London to explain themselves to
Thomas lairfax. Tie]

Eng-
land
had

change in a

The bar€ bones

for dynamic piv-
oial changes al-
tering the com-

sity in this place.
It is proposed

that others be invited to pick up their sense of
responsibilit_v to make more ofthis place.

rtt'
army -.
which
ished, and that God would reliele the poor and

restore their freedom to eDjoy the fruits ofthe
earrh. The two men also explained thal the] did
not want to intcrfere with private property but
only io plant and harvest on the many waste-

lands ofEngland and to live togelher holding
all things in comlnon.

corduct, unlawfiil assem-

bly, and trespass- There is no
record ofhow the case tum€d out but this is
the last we hear ofthe experiment in commu-
nism at Cobham.

K. C. Hone,

(

would now be abol-

Contribute to A Pinch of Salt
Poems, reflections on yom experiences of faith-based Foiiiical intervenrion, fiturgJ,,

intendonal communily tiving, living beyond tle money economy....

NonhmDtonshire and Keot. How-
=rY1 ever. ih; hndlord, Revd John\,a ever, w€ nnorcrc, r(evo ronn

'1, i PIan tum€d his cattle iDro rhe
j,l,,ir gain and led a mob in destroy-

\ ing tbe houses and nmnbg tie
.J L.-.- Diggers out.

editor.apos@googlemail.com

claimed that



The Subversive
Gospel: Christianity
and Anarchism
conference 2007
For the second time in as mary years a
dispadle bullch of so-called CbristiaD!
met together up norih to try aid figu€
out a faithfrl politics of faith. Some

Caiholics, some Methoalists, some

Quakeis and some aot so srlle met at
ttre Arylican city Chaplaincy itr
Bradford for workshops, seminars,

food, dink ard singing. Therc was a

little body-p€tcussion this year too:
Hmmm.

back for more ofthe same for last year

there were plenty of lr€w faces ioo.It seems that

there are a 1ot ofyou out therel Chdstlans
inrerested iD Anarch;m. Perhaps it's nol so sill)-.

after all.

What the people say!
Whst wrs the bcst thing about the
conrerence?
Meeting people---{he cury house-the
participalive exercises tour ofanarchist chb
and all the talks ihe range ofpeople hearing
people's siories-the vegan lalk and peacemaker

teams lalk-randomness the size in terms of
Iength.

lfyou could change one thing to ilnprove the
conference what would it b€?

Moies space for small group discussion more

time between serninars-less packed into short
lime. ger to di'cJss the praclical oul_uorking,
conference campfire longer sessions-not
having'commrlnity' and'dir€ct action' al the

same time-make it longer so $e don't have to
choose which talks to go to-more group

exercises aod workshops mther than

'spedkers'-Nothing iI was wooondertul.

Contact Adam Dickson to find oua

about trett year's confererce:
adam.dicksotr@gmail.cotn

What the papers say!
The anarchist Foup (sic.) Jesus Radicals
held a conference tiis year (2006: drc 6rst
conference) in keds attended by one ofTc
tat Liberty's regllar writers, His cohmenls
as to the main d;fierence were "l rvas wamly
greeted as a stratrger, the mtio ofwomen and

men was fairly even, the talks and workshops
sbaed and finished on time, there was q
geater emphasis oD li$ening than spe3l -.
It was all very refreshing. I came awly quite

liking these people. Most choose to live a
very simple life; they are as anrihiemrchical
ard anti-state as the rest ofus. A lot of ideas

floatitg aroDnd and a pronounced absence of
doFna. lt brought home 10 me the impor-
tance oftolerance and integd, needed in a
fiee community."

Totat Lib€rty: A Journsl of Evolutionrry
Amrchbm Vol, 5. No,3 Editorial.

iChris Howson's tour of

The World Turned Upside [Iown
Exploring Ghristianity, Anarchism, and

Peacemaking

Christ Church Pitsmoor, Shefrield, November 21 - 23

Fven rllrcn they call us mtd' ften they oall lls
Ltversaves and communasts and tl! the €pithet$ they
pltt o trs, rve hlory ue only pr€ach ih€ s bversave
rlilness of the featitllde$, rdtich har€ tlrmed
eveq/ithintr [pside dom'r -Oscar iom€ro

Sessiors include:

Christianiiy rnd
Anarchi3n: A Primel
The Billical Bssis for ('llo

BorderC'
Radieal Evangelicalism
Mennoliles rnd
PBacem akifig
Worship afid Prayel

To find out more ifomitaion about sessioll$ hollsing'
ond booking, visit http:,//u k.jes usra dicals.com

O
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Tolstoy the peculiar Chris-
tian anarchist

Christianity i its true sehte pts ah end ta the
Stdte. hflas so undetstoadlion its wrJ begin-
ninE, andf., that Chtistwas crucirted.

- L€o Tolstoy

Even for a Ckistian anarchist. Leo Tolstoy's
reading of the Bible was unusrlal. when be
'converted' to Clrisrianity near his 506 birth-
day, he did not embrace the orthodox Christi-
adty ofrhe traditional churcb. Forlim. Jesus
was no'son ofCod', nor didle perfom any
supemaiural miracles. Tolstoy was convinced
tlat these superstitious stories jn the Bible had
been added by dre church in order ro keep
'Christians'hypnotised enough to ensule ihat
they did not question the unjustifiable compro-
nrise that the church had reached with the smre.
He was convinced thar an honest and tu]l appli-
cation ofChristianity could only lead !o a sule-
less and churclless society, and drat all those
who argued the contrary were d€vious hypo-

The Seamon on the Mou t
Ior Tolstoy, the implicatjons ofJesus' Sermon
on the Mount (Ma$hew 5:38-42) were nothing
shon of r€volutionary. lesus was proposing a
neu. radical and wiser method for human be-
irgs to rcspond to any form of'evil'. That is,
$,hen coerced or $hen treated uijusrly, do not
reraliate, but respoDd with love, forgiveness
and generosiry.

Unchristi6r institutiotrs
IorTolstoy. Christians oughi10reconsiderrhe
relationship they have with the siate. ln tbe
Sermon on ihe lllouna. Jesus insructed his fol-
lorve$ nol to swear oaths, not lojudge and nol
to resist. Yel the slate demands oaths ofalle-
giance,judges iis citizens and resists both
criminals within and enemies without. Besides.
the state uses violence to impose iis laws. and
maintains its citizens in a form ofeconomic
slav€ry. Thrs. Tolstoy concludes. fie state is
art unclristian instirution.

Fur.hermore, if Christians actually acted as

Jesus taught tbem to - ifihey govemed lheir
social interactions ttrough love, forgiveness
and cbariry then there would be no ne€d for
a state. People would help one another and
willingly share all of life's basic necessities.
The ordering principle ofsociety would be
love, not a fictional Justice' enforced by a
brutal state.

For Tolstoy, iherefore, Christianity and lhe
state fie incompaiibl€ visions for so€ieD .

One cannot be both an honest Ckistiatr {
at the same time recognise the legitimaci -,
the state, both because the state directly con-
ravenes Jesus' clear advice, ard because if
Jesus' recommmdations were put to practice,
thm the stale \rould anyway become obso-
lete.

But why, the4 are Christians told to orrn
allegiance to the state? Foi Tolstoy, the an-
swer is clear: ever since Emperor Corstan-
tine, tie officiai Church has b€rayed Ckisti-
anib, by h)?ocritically cuddling wilh state

Tolstoy is thereforejust as scathing ofthe
church as oflhe stat, He accuses church
and slate authorities ofconspiring to main-
iain their hold otr power by perpetuating a
cunning mix of irratioml lies and legifi"
mised vioience to keep 'Christians' h)?tro-
tised into submissiotr.

For the last ftirty years ofhis life, Tolstoy
relentiessly wrote dozens ofbooks, articles
and pamphlets on religion and potitics in the
hope that it could help awaken his fellow
Christians to the fue esserce ofchristian-
ity. His virulent €riiicisms ofboth state and
chr,"cb autho.ities led him to be fteque ly
ct re4 but his witings were published
abroad and circulated both in Russia and
elsewheie. His fellow Russians respected
him for standing up to the Tsar, but he also
received plenty of lette.s (including ftom
Gandhi) and visits fiom abroad by people
inquiring about his political interpretation of
Ckisriadty.

So he became an important international
figure at the tum ofthe century, even though
today, we oDIy really remember him for the
novels he wmte before he 'converted' to
Christianity.

His version of Christiadty will be uncom-
fonable to those who sincerely believe that
divine mysteries can only be revealed
through patiert contemplation aod diligent
rir -1. Atrd critics could well be dght in be-
i/.- {eary of Tolstoy's exaeme, almost fun-
damentalistic interpretatiod of Ckistianity-
Yet Tolstoy's contl rution to Clristian anar-
chism rcmains valuable in that he brings
attention to the neglected political implica-
tions ofthe Sermon on the Mount, and on
this topic, he wrote well and he wrote a lot.
His interpretation ofchristianity may have
been peculiar i eed, but his work makes
him an emhent voice in the Chistian anar-
chist lilerature today.

- Aiexandre C}ristoyannopoulos

This is an edited version ofa paper Alex deliv-
ered at the Christianity and Anarchism confer-

Alex is a research studefi (and part-time
reacher) aa the University of Kent at Canter"
bury, currently in the final ,ear ofmy part-tjme
PhD studying Christiar anarchjst thinkers.

Alex is also a member ofthe Anrchist Studies

htFr//anarchiststudies-network.org-uk
For Tolstoy Christians
ought to reconsider the
relationship they have wi(
the state. In the Sermon on
the Mount, Jesus instructed
his followers not to swear
oaths, not to judge and not
to resist. Yet the state
demands oaths of allegiance,
judges its citizens and resists
both criminals within and
enemies without.

Lived: 1828-1910
Full title: Count L€v Nikolayevich Tolstoy

Quote: 'How can you kill people, when ;t is
w ttetr in God's corrmandment, 'Thou Shalt

Unusual: Made his own shoes.

t,eo Tolsroy (above) lvith magnificent bead(s).
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Delicious Daal

$*!
fhis is a recipe I us€ so often il has
tlnost become my slaple djet. and my son

ikes it too. A Muslim fri€nd ofmine lold m€

:he recipe after I iad enjoyed eating it d her
lous€. It is great ofl its oq,n with rice and / or
:hapattis, or as the base to add olherthings to
ifyou ar€ feellng experimenlall

Ihe measuements ar€ approximate.
ft takes about 20 minuies to make.

2 tablespoons of olive oil
2 cloves ofgrrlic, chopped or minced
halla teaspoon of salt
one onion, fidel] chopped,
one tomsto, fioely chopped
three hrndtuls of red lentils
loads ofcoriander, fresh ordry
Yoo might also like to add cayenne pepp€r
or other chiui but try it $ithour first.

ffit*6#""f;
1. Fry the garlic and onio, in tf," o( \

until it is soft and golden, then add

the tomato.
2. Add the sah and a coupte oftable-

spoons of co.iander (dry) or a hand-
ful ofAesh, chopp€d coriander

3. Cover vrith boiling warer and add
the red leffils. Bring to the boil
then simmer add add more water as

oeede4 to allo* the lentils to soften

into a soupy consistency. (My
friend tells me the Banglad€shi
version is usually mote nny ihal
the Pakistani one, the choice is
yours!)

4. Checkdre taste: you will probably
want to add more coriander, and
maybe a sprirkle ofchilli.

(
lfyou wanred ro add other vegetables such\-'
as mushrcoms and spinach to lhis daal they
ought to be added at the frying slage, bur it is

* Editor: Shane Claiborne says mustard gows like weeds but you should see coriander:

It's one ofthe easiest things to grow. W)y not Flant som€ in your local park or nearest

Contributions and responses welcome: The politics offood,
clothing and shelter are the salt that shakes the empire and builds
the altemative kingdom ofGod" Knit one pearl one for Jesus.

Called to be Peacemakers Conference 2008

The Fellowship ofReconciliation's annual Called to be Peacemakers
conference offers a unique opportunity to leam about a specific
peace or conflict issue from a personal, national and intemational

view. The residential weekend
conferences provide expert speak-
ers, in-depth workshops and train-

The conference is for 18 to 30 year
olds who want to meet others who
share their concem for peace and
conflict issues.

www.for.org.uk

ir,g.

The Welfare State: Let the
Iittle chi come unto me

In State we trust-



Saul Alinsky's Rules for Radicals

1. Power is not only what
you have but what they
enemy thinks you have.

2. The second rule is: never
go outside the experience
ofyour people.
Wherever possible go
outside the experience of
the enemy.
Make the enemy live up
to their own book of
rules.
fudicule is man's urost
potent weapon.

3.

4.

5.

7. A tactic that drags on too
long becomes a drag.

8. Keep pressure on.
9. The threat is usually more

terriling than the thing
itself.

l0.The major premise for
tactics is the development
of operations that will 

1
malntarn a constant pres-
sure upon the opposition.

I 1 . If you push a negative
hard and deep enough it
will break through into its
counter side.

12.The price of successful
attack is a constructive
altemative.

13.Pick the target, freeze it,
personalize it.

6. A good tactic is one that
your people enjoy.

"If there are no rules, there is no game"
- Jean Frangois Ly

#.L\fJ
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Tolstoy's hermeneutic of
resistance

For Leo Tolstoy, Jesus' corrmandment not to
-resist evil" provides the "key" or essential her-
meneutic tool for working out a practical theol-
osy and for reading the gospels. H€ se€ms to

uance this commatrdment as "never resist the
cvil-doer by force, do not meet violence with
violence" $'tren he deals with the contmandment
as the fouib ofthe 'Commalldmetrts ofchdst'.

When the court Eanslators working in
the hire ofKing James chose to b:ans-
L,e antisrenai as 'resist notevil". ...( 

.ey were translating noo-violent re-
sistance into docility.

I olstoy car be said to be a primary source for
rndecianding Christiatr a&rchism since he pre-
datcs Vemad Eller and Jaques Eilul ard had an
impact on M. K. Gandhi.

ll s appropriate to refer to Tolstoy's key as a
hcrmerc ic ofresktance This hermetreutic of
rcsistance is the essence ofa Christian anarchist
hermeneutic since il leads lo an irresiflible rejec-
tion ofthe state and ar understanding ofthe
kingdom ofcod as altemativ€ to all forms of

Jcsus' hermeneutic ofresistanc€, as outlined by
'tolstoy reflects God's r€sistaDce throueh Ctuist
and through the movement ofthe Spirit and the
proclamation ofthe kingdom ofcod - a king-
do( : resistance.

Tolstoy uses this hermeneutic ofresistance to
deline his ethical slarce in relation to the insdru-
tions ofthe state.

The courts do not forgive, but punish.
They deal out not good but evil to those
th€y call the enemies ofsociety. So it ap
pear€d evidenr that Chdst must have con-
demned the couns.

From ihis he draws oul rhe Chrisrian anarchist
principle $at a Chdstian rnust be in oppositjon
to aDy ruler, or ark6, since he rules by using
violence to overcome violence. His position
puts him jn opposition to the Church and in
suspicion of orthodox exegesis and doctrine.

Tolstoy demonstrates the use of tle hemeneu-
tic ofresistance by applying it to the text of
Matthew (Matt. 5: 17 - end) lrom which he
distils five 'comnandments of Ckist'.

This foDnh commrndmeni ofChriql
was ihe firct I understood, and it was
the one which disclosed to me the
meaning ofall th€ others.

The language of lolstoy is sexist and the trans-
lation b) Maude is nolv dated so a summary oI
lhe llve commandments as Tolstoy explains
them and re-worded here follows: Firstlr,
Strive for peace b) counting nothing againsr
others and always seeking theirpeace ofmind
in reladon to you: second. do not even enter-
tain thoughts of changing rexual panneN;
third, Never rnake oaths or pronises; fourth.
non-violent resistance to violence; fifth, treat
all nations as your own because Cod loves all

Part ofthis hermeneutjc is lhe assumption that
anlthing that contradicts the fourth command-
ment of Christ must b€ either an addition or an
€xample ofexegesis bias ro the stale. For ex-
ample. because Jesus'iostruction not to be
an8ry'wiihout cause'(eikd) suggesls that an-
ger is sometimes appropriate Tolstoy works at
the text until thoge lvords are removed,

The very word leik6l whjch infinges
the whole meani.g ofChrist's' teaching
was added to the Gospels in the filih
century and is notto be found in dre
best manuscripts.

Th€reforc Christ. in this instance. is baring all
forms of a,rger because they are a violence of
the mind against those who do violence.



An Irresistible read?

Shan€ Chiboroe is beter known in the USA
than the UK as an evangelical \lho's willing to
push the boundaries of what it means to be an
ordinar), radical in a coultry 1}at claims to put ils
trust in God but puts far more trusi in capital.

Ite book is mosaly enreruining nanative wilh
plent)- ofpithy quores fiom some inspiring
sainrs:Dorotlry Day, M. K. Candhi, ard Tony
Campolo.

Som€ ofthe Americanisms are anno)ing andthe
theology backing up ihe action is a little "lire",
but if you can put up with him calling Mother
Teresa "Momma T" then il's a challenging and
engagiug read that even made me cry at one
point(Arv..).

Saving Christianity
Essertially written in two lralves, this book
outlines the contenporary Imperial US ideology
and method before examinine biblical
motifs of violence. Jack Nelson-Pallneler's
message hasn't changed since the oiginal and
now classic work Jesrr aga inst C hl ist ianitt.'lhe
Bible (both old and Ne* Testaments) contaiN
multiple images ofcod not all oflrhich fit with
the non-violent radical teachings ofJesus.

This book draws on the work ofcriiics ofboth
the Clinton and Bush administmlions to remind
us that "unilateralist sentiments were widespread
in both" and, chillingly. lists fourleen
e\amples ol cold-blooded urlilareralisB Uq go!-
emment decisions in recent decades. Nelson.
Pallmeyer takes lessons from the Roman a"1d

Cerman empires and sees echoes ofboth in the
'Project for a New American Century' long
haud for 'neocon bloodlust'.

While this book helps us dip into a whole
range ofopinions on US imperialism, the
really original work besins in chapter five
where he outlines "Iive st&ges in US foreign
policy'' sEelching fiom I 946 (when lhe
School ofthe Americas, SOA fiIst opened) to
the Fesent war otr teror. While this tow of
empire is chilling enough, Nelson-Pallmeyer
concludes the first halfsith a waming that
few but anarchists heed: "The a,angef is that
citizens *ill reject one paih of empire with-
out rejecting empire itself."

ln the 2Dd halfofthe book Nelson-
Pallymeyer is most confident Biblical per-
spectives on violeDce and empire. The ? e
oD wiuctr hls thesrs lres rs thrs: "lncompa ble
ad heconcilable bibtical penpectives on
empire and other matteE must be rejected
altogelher, or we must choose betweetr them
arid €xplain onr cboices".

Nelson-Pallmeyei goes on to iook at ten
passages that he believrs 'take up the core
of J€sus' non-viol€Dt apFoach". Other
app.oaches to these passages exist alrd might
be read aioDgside for a broader perspe.tive.
Nonetheless this is both usetul and
encoumging in what is otherwise a depress-
ing read.

Where Nelson-Pallmeyer falls down is itr his
'choices' iD the final chapter for he sees

'empire' and 'republic' as the only choices
for society. Thar is to sayhe se€s so clearly
the violence ofihe enrpire in oppressbf
beyo its borders but fails ro acknowle'oge, I
feel, the violence that is essential to ihe main-
tenance of the republic.

lfyou find this book tough-going struggte
on. Jack Nelson-Pallmeyer does trotjust
challerye the Cfuislian fundamentalisb bul
aI Ckistians to re-asses their prejudices and,
as there should be in a gospel: there is hope.

Jack Nelson-Psllmeye., S.rrr)rg Crr.irrrk rrr,
Et lphe, {Lotrdo Continuum 2007).

s\sne Claibofie, The lt.sistiblc Revrfulioa:
Lit lfig as an ofilinary radicttl, (zrtrdervrn,
Michipn,2006).

DECOTE

FltCHOf
Itlr!

Aims
l. Give rpece to activists to reflect

on rction and act on rellection
2. Introduce readers to

anarchirts, Christian
anarchists and radicalr.

3, Be reider, member, and spirit
I€d through consotrsus-
building.

Objcctives
1 Publish two free nagazines

every yeir for the trext 3 ye&rs.
2. Crerte r membership that

guides the riEs and objectives.
Membership

editor.apos@googlemail.com

To b€come a member donate:10 peryear
toward the printing and distribution costs olthe
magazirc.

Members convene once a year at rhe Christian
anarchist conference to review aimr and

objectives and provide direction for the
magazine's year ahead for the ediior to act on.

Money
Presently th€re's a Co-op bank account in my
name. Costs are low. All members can ask to
see a siatement whenever they like, and at the
amua, m€eting the financial anangements can
be rev;ewed like everlthing ehe.

Meeting3
To keep life simple (l like simple) a, annual
meetirg ofmembers can steer the magazine
while an editor makes editorial decisions. This
seems to me a practical araryement. Any deci-
sions willneedto be reached by consensus
ralher than majority rule.

apinchofsalt.squanespace.com

$l8r0ll
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