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NOTES

The Moscow NMadhouse

The reports of the so-called trial of eight professors and
engineers at Moscow—whether contained in the “"Moscow
News,’’ printed in that City in poor English and sent here for
propaganda, or the ordinary news agencies—are repulsive
reading. The trial scene in ** The Only Way,”” with Martin

Harvev as Sydney Carton—while springing to mind as one
ame by comparison with the great Trade

Union Hall in Moscow, and the huge crowd yelling for the
death sentence on these wretched men.

It is not that we have the slightest sympathy with the
criminal folly of these professional men in their contacts with
the dispossessed previous owners of property in Russia. These
cowardly creatures would undoubtedly have left them in the
lurch had they carried out the sugg gested projects. They were
merely to be the catspaw for retrieving some of their previous
property. If by any chance these engineers had formed a fresh
Russian Government, then the plooelt\ jackals would have

put in their claims.

A Silly Suggestion

It is because those responsible for the whole theatrical
proceeding seem to imagine workers in other countries can be
as easily deceived as the poor devils in Russia. As far as one
can ]udoe the idea created in the minds of workpeople here
was that the latest stunt—'‘ the five-year plan '—Ilike so
many of the dictator’s plans, had gone awry! And the folly
of these engirvers afforded a eplendld opportunity for diverting
attention from the failure. The confessions read out in Court
did not sound like the language of technical men, but the
jargon of ‘‘ the Third International.”” And the mnoise and
conduct of those in the hall during the pretence of a trial, was
rather that of a well-paid and organised claque. As for
invading Russia, while the splendid spirit of ten years ago, with
its ‘“ Hands off Russia ’ and ‘‘ All power to the Soviets,”” has
been killed as dead as a doornail by the continued political
tyranny of the dictatorship, so far as the workers of this
country are concerned, any such suggestion would be ruthlessly

turned down by every political party

Legal Robbery

One by one the various governments are teaching the
workers that, while they must stand up to an implied contract
at all costs, even if forced upon them by law, governments

may default if thev feel so inclined.
First, Mr. Winston Churchill raided the Health Insurance

Fund, conﬁscatmo money which should have improved the
benefits of sick w orkpeople for the purpose of lightening the
taxation of the rich. And how the Labour Party, qu1te rlohtlv
denounced this legal robbery of the workers throuorhout the
country. But now Miss Bondfield, the Labour Part\ Minister
of Labour, has agreed that girls out of work from textile mills—
who have been compelled by law to pay unemployment insur-
ance while at work, the employers being allowed to stop it from

their wages—must accept domestic service as alternative

employment if offered them at the Labour Exchange! Would
she dare to say that an engineer must accept an aorlcultural
Jabourer’s job? What an extraordmary effect a £5, 000 a year
Government position has on the mentality of some folk ?

Abolish the Death Penalty !

All humane people will welcome the report of the Select
Committee on the Death Penalty recently published. It
recommends that a resolution should be passed by Parliament,
asking the King to exercise the roval clemency in all cases of
the death penalt\ a complete suspension of the penalty—and
that in the meantime a Bill should be brought forward to
abolish capital punishment. It is urged that immediate action
be taken!

In case Parliament should decide not to suspend or abolish
the penalty, the suggestion will be made that reprieves should
be granted more hee]\, and in no case should a person less
than 21 be executed. Thus very slowly and painfully we emerge
from barbarism. There will be many opponents to the remov al
of this horrible survival. Anvthing less than its total abolition

cannot satisfy those who want to promote humanitarian
thought and feeling. The action of the present Government
on this matter must be closely watched. This is one more
step toward human freedom.

African Natives First

Just as Europeans in India have in the past, and still do
in some cases, consider themselves a superior race to the
natives, so in Africa the whites not onl} walk in and take
whatever they want of the coloured man’s land and compel him
as far as possible to work for them, but set up their authority
to make laws to further enslave the coloured people. For once
—and a Colonial Secretary in a Conservative administration at
that—the Duke of Devonshire in 1923, declared it necessary
definitely to record the considered opinion that the interests of
the African natives must be paramount, and that if and when
those interests and the interests of the immigrant races (in-
cluding whites) should conflict, the former should prevail.

Ever since that declaration the whites in Kenya and
Rhodesia have been trying to reverse the policy that followed in
favour of primarily furthering the interests of British subjects
who have gone there. These declarations in favour of faie play
for the natives are good. Some day the British worker may
get one in his favour, againsf his idle exploiters. |

JAY.

Message from A. Berkman

St. Tropez,
November 24th, 1930.
Dear Comrade Turner, |

To you and to the comrades that signed the cable, my
best and appreciative greetings.

It gives a fellow a warm feeling around the heart to feel
that he has so many good and staunch friends. owever
" independent *’ or even self-sufficient we may be, we yearn
for the understanding and approval of those near and dear
to us.

The cables, telegrams and letters of congratulation I
received on my 60th birthday from various parts of the world
are to me a source of deep gratification as well as of great
moral support. I have been deeply moved by the thoughtful-
ness and solidarity of our friends and comrades everywhere

I have also received a surprise from France. An order of
a second expulsion within six months. The first took place,
as you have probably heard before, on May 1st. In June I

received permission to return to France for three months, with
the promise of a further extension of time. Instead I was
notified on August 8th that I must leave within 15 days.

I immediately left for Paris to see what could be done in
the matter. I again received a stay of three months, with the
promise that permission to remain in this country will be
continued. The promise may be valid or not, but in any case
I shall be prepared for whatever is in store for me.

You may rest assured, and you may assure all our good
friends and comrades, that persecution, deportation and
expulsion shall never in the least affect my devotion to our
ideals or change my purpose in life.

To you all my fraternal greetings,
ALEXANDER BERKMAN.

LIBERTARIAN ASSOCIATON
Arrangements for January:

Thursday, January 1st, 7.830 p.m. Dinner at National Trade
Umon Club, New Oxford Street W.C.1. Guest, H. W.
Nevinson. Chalrman E. E. Williams.

Thursday, January 8th, 7.30 p.m. Freedom Group Meeting.

Thursday, January 15th, 7.30 p.m.  Discussion opened by
A. Simpson. Subject: ““ Where we Agree and Differ.”

Thursday, January 22nd, 7.30 p.m. Libertarian Association
Members’ Meeting.

Thursday, January 29th, 7.30 o.m. Lecture by Miss Dorothy

Evans. Questions, Discussion. Admission Free.

All the above at the National Trade Union Club.
Geo. C. -WILLSON,
Hon. Secretary.









