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This pamphlet is published by S0LIDARITY (tondon)
on behalf of Bob Dent" rt is an account by a student of
his expectations, experiences and activities at L.S.E.
between 1969 and 19?2. we feel it describes an experience
of real events and provides an insight into the nature of
contemporary d.issent. As such it j-s worth recording.

l,fe are not publishing it as a SOIIDARIIy pamphlet,
as this might be i,aken to imply a fuIl end.orsement of
Bob Dentrs poJ.i.tical attitud,es and. actions" The text
has provoked considerable argument withi-n sol,rD;tRrrr
(London) about Bobts. conceptions and. what he did about
them" We hope in due course to produce our own pamphlet
on capitalist rhigher' ed.ucation and on the rol_e of
students in the revol-utionary movement.
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tuffiffi ffiffiffiffi*wffi
Ti-1 RTT YTARS FOR WIiA-T?

INTRODUCTION
rrThe ideas of the ruling cl'1ss are i-n everlr epoch the

rulind ideas: i.e. the class uhich is the ruling
material force of society is at tlie sanie tii're the

i;he ru1in3 intellectual ior"e' Tire class ilhich has

ther:eansofr:at,:rialllroilu"cticnatitsills'losalhas
c..lntro} at the sane tj.r:e over the ileans of i.rental
productiJ;, ;"-(Li;;;t [tre Ge.rnan rrleolo'qv)

Therearet';oversionsofallinstitutionsinsocietyrtvto
i-rers1:ectives of their reality - the official rtfront-officerr viee' and'

the unoffici-a1 "shop-fioort' vie,,';. The flori:ler is r'iaintained and paraded

by heaclnasters' re;rlrts, co11e3e prospectuses' |V r'rinisterial broad-

casts ancl nanager:-it forecasts. T-he lLtter, unoffi-cia1, version is

felt anil experlenced by the ral:k-an'f-file' the people at the botton'

Their version of ::eality is concrete in that it is 3enera11y uncloud.ed

by r:risty or nystiiy n3 l,iishful-thinhin;. The unofficial verslon,

hor,;ever, is felt ri:.ther than 1:erceived; it is life itself rather than

clataai:outli-fe.Itsr,lod'eofex,;ress'ionisequallyunofficial-cthe
uorkbenchhu..oorr.*ti'*pfoy;'olrnJchatter'thetoiletsora$il'Yetin
thecontras'r,oftnesetrlo1;::rs,:ectivesliesthesocialdivisions
behleen llen, bet-i;een, on the one hanil' those itho rule 'rnc1 nana5e'

anil cn the other, thosc'*ho.ire ru1er1 and are iriana,3ed. If these tr''io

ajroups have a Oiiferent vieil cf reality' it is because for them

realitY is different.

The foll-oltin,, is one personr:' unofficial vie''l cf the

London School of Sconolics, for the LS:l is no diff erent fron any

otherinstitution,Onetheonehi:nrlsta,ncsthel-lrospectus,the.
Director'sReport,thefreshersIconference,theliinternatj-onal
reputati-on'i, .;he pui:Iications an,J i.r,11 the 1lara.:hernalia associated
,;rithirone of the fore;iost centres of social science in the Tlorldrt'

Anri on the other? A fe..; odci political lrairphlets, a couple of paper-

back books, a recor,f sor:errhere of .r.*1o,r. r:iotion? ido. lhe real record

isr::rspokenrburlerii'eepintheexperiencescf-bhethousandsr';ho
pass t'irrouilh - to,;hat? /\ feu r';"ak; itir' of cc':rse' a prii:e r':inister

herera.bi'3-shotcivilset'vi'intthere'anacaclel:icilhoreachesthe
heijhtsofspecialisationintrjvia.Bu-ttherest,uhi,toftheLl?
The lntellectual p'roletariilt iihO sell their nenti-'1 litroour poiler for

a *ess of pottalu'(i"',;" hclpini-;), an.' a collar,t.'' tie' 
'Iou 

did they
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experience the realiiy of iSE? ,trc ltnoiis? Ail rie can !-ic is to ::econstruct
our o.,,n experience anci share it',;ith others. The folioi;in3 is r:y

or,tn attenpi to il.o just ti:ai.;tft:r lJ years cf rsnccessirinthe
schoolin;; ;;rstet-:, rt rs very .)iificult to ,renuinely ex,rress cners
'crjun exper:ience and relate tc ii. i\f'-[er a]-l-? tire;hoie of f educationl
has beln re1:r.tin3 to cil.,gl.,:Leql_1g]g ex;rerier"';e, 'Lo other sreoirlers
,io-,, oi realiiyl

Itlsfittiqralbeitacci'Jentalrthaiir:yfirsttito
experiences of LSi expresseri this officia]*r:nofficial spli-t. The

first tii:ie T set foot throu;h the 3lass iloors cf the School I 
"las

gregted hy a 1ar3e banner *hlch;:roclajneii that rr-A'Lai-istrhail closeC
iit" and ihrt t'n,iEtthad opened trittr. trltrri;ac of course';lie school
buildin3s and the occasi-on rlas the tecllenu of i;he Vietnaii occupation
in October 1968, Insj-cle, the ati:ioslthere ,rlfe electrj-ci 3rouirs
sellin; their literature; peopie dashing arounil checkin-l food,
securiiy and acconnorlc'tion. The 61d Theatre becar:ie a periianen'b

debatin3 Char:ber ':,here thc division bet",ieen politics anci ecucation
1.ias at lelst bein;i overcolle. f rener"iber Robin Bh'ckb-Lrn sayin--bhat'
a1-bhou3h he had neare iipsey lrnci i-;any other buur,;eois econcnists

=p""f. iron this saure pla.-tfo-rp, he h.ari never heard such Sood sense

as had been ,3iven ly tne tracLe unionist uho har-1 just spoken. It ;as

very euphoric.:u: it uas ali goo.J stuff. I -:er:enber sleepin; in
tire corrrrlor just outside the Robinson Rootr, ;lnd in the Llornin'3

eatin3;iln sand,,richcs i:re?arecl by tire LSI';{ar cn:'iant Scciety'
rfery inionfortable, but'.;ho crireh? As I '.;ro-re itl a' report on the
reekend a fe.; i'leeks after:

ilIn the lecti;.re theatre improfiltu teach-ins oIl 
"icr,1les 

e

pricesandprofits',;ere3iventopackeclrattenti"'ze
aucliences, At nr;:htr corridors becan':: r:edr''li:cr
tables becar:e 'beds' There ',rl's lro fuss, no fii;hts,
noclar:ageenoquestions,lierei'asabuilrJin';bein'3
used for people, amii it :;as open to all"rr

It has never been the sane since,

i{othln3 couiil be i,iore in corrtrast to tkris experience than
ny second visii to LSi - an intervierr. Aric] this tirre I3ot the
official rrersion. i .".as incervieired by three acaclenics: Prof.
Northecfue, Peter,;isfld3.,;;1;r, an'f a tirirc rr'hon r cannot reca]-l. I sat
there oi:;,osite ,rhe rJeskr-,:;earin; ly co1lar ancl tie (itts just like
looking icr .,. jo"c!) tryinl to 3irre convincinil ansr;;ers as to ;hy I
really i;antec to ccne to LSE. 0n reflectiotr, I t:an rel;et:ber
actu-al1y ilorkrn.; cut reasons before the intervie"ul in anticillation
of the line of cluestioninj. :Jhich shoits hou for nany of us the
process of ,;ettin3 to university has not beon one of ccnscious
deterlinatlon but of blirrclly runnin; the race and leapin;1 the hurdles
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sinply because they are there. The 1lage f ,loulc1 use today is one

cf the escalator" At a3e eleven rle,;et on the bottou stell , ani if
1,;e are foriunate enousil to 3et intc the rAr streau, ue L:et carried
:rlOn; and up ,ithout cluestion, i-lo'iie.rerr i--iy intervieiuers t;ere quite
pleasant, they asked ne 3bcr-rt ncthin3 nuch: I can onl;r renenber
oire question clearly - r;hat dicl I thj-nk cf &eoch Poi;e}l? i 3ave
sci,te noncoru:ital reply so that I coulclnrt L.,e i:rr,Ce out to be either
a racisi or a ravin(j lcfty. Thi-s ,3.ti:ie cf quesircn and ansi;er
f oreshador-,ecl iiany ilclt-les l- "ould ;:lay in the next th::ee years " i{ost
classes anrl tutcrials ilre 3alies in that everyone llrctencls to be
interested. in thc tor;ic uncler dlscussiotr, r;hcn clearly these
r:eetlngs are never Senuinely 'roluntary associations, Tire jaine-
playing helps 'obscure tiris contradictlon"

trhat ",;a,s itost absurd e,bcut the iniervier; ';;as that iiy
r interro;atorsr saiil ti,;rt the ,,;hol-e thin,j need not have taken place !

Thcre ha,i been a i:istake in thc ACmlssions lepartneni. I had aJ.read.y-i;cen 
a.ccepteii, and shoulC never hanre i:een cal-led to an iniervier,;.

It cost r:e 36 cn train fares tc experience irry first taste of
uyriversity bureaucracy. (ir,netirer there 3enuj-nely had been ei.

nistake, or ..i,he'sher they i;antecl a,n interviet tc test i.iy political
vie-,;s, I,;;ouiCntt like to say,)

TDUCATIO\ OR WIiA-T?
trAl1 objections ur3ed a;riinst ihe Coi.ii-lunj-stic
nocje of ltroducin3 iind e;rpropriatin3 i.;ateri::l
proclucts, hcrve, in the s&rte -,,&,re Decn ur5ed i4lainst
bhe Coi-u.ru:ris bic r:c.des of producin,; s.nc'l Li..p!rrop-
riatin3 intellectua.l i:rooucts. Jusi as, to the
boir3eois, the d,isiilrpearancc of class ,:roi:erty is
the disappearance of production itself, so the
i1i-sappearance of class cultuire is to hii,r identical
,;1th the disa.:itearancc cf ali culture ,

as a l-iac;'ii-ne. " (l;larx; Tirc Conlunis t irkrnif eE :!g)

Year I.i lCucation v" ilxaLiinatj-r:n

l,rherr I catie to ISE I su:lfered fro;: several il-l-usions.
Ther 6grii .)nc .vJ&s l-,elieving ti'ri;t it wouli1 .e ;lossible io .Jet an
educaiion by fcllc';in-: uy crJursc" I soon ciisccverecl that I ,,;as

',vron;1 . Beginnln,J r:ry flrst year cou-rsc (f.Sc, r..rner:ployncnt) in ttre
llanner that i had neen r-rseci to, i attenried i.lost schecluled lectures
and classes, I dul-y tock nctes i.iriCl iea,C the refevant )ooks. Gradually
throu;irout the first tern tl;o th,niris.iairned on ne, ',lhat I had thought

Thrt cu-lturc, thc loss cf
f'cr the encrncus r-iajority,

,;;hic:h he iinents, is,
& liere traininl; to act
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sociology, politics and econonics to be - or a"t least those aspects
1n .,;;hich I -*ras interested - uas not beinrl referrcd to i:r these
l*ctures, In o-i;hcr .,.iords, the coiltent bo:'ecl iae. Secondly, tire r';ay

in which I uas trying to lea.::n tnin3s, note-talcing:r:rd revi-sing,
forcing nyself to rea'd books sin;.rl}r because they'"ere on the course,
feignin3 interest in r:nintercstin3 classrool-t cJnversa-lions, becarie
increasin,3ly absurd, if not il;..rossi-i-.1 e, iot ne. 3y Christi:as tine
then, I h:d been thorou,;hly t'uirnecl off reCucaitionr irt LSE,

But these ;cneral ienclencics ,iiere not the only thin,;s rihich
contributer-1 to r-t;. groi,in3 cri-t1ca1 conscioiisness. I crr.n rellelil)er
specific instauces ";hich s€ei-itld to ty;''1fy the ovcrall irrationality
cf the teach.,.n,3 anrL l-earnin3 process. Tno in 1li:,rticiilar sti-ck in r5r

rrinrl. unc occqred dur|nr1 a ilovernrlent ciass. The teu,cher i,ag I',trs"

Pickles, and the subject-.;as rrtlie ilouse Lrf Lo-rdsrt. So;,ieone began a

irarer,;1th the obvious reilark tha'c the tlcrise of Lords:iac not a

clenocratic institution. At this pcint ihe class te.rcher interruptedL
saying that students had a r,::LC hal:it of i:isusin,i the tern
tdei.rocracyt and tha.t real-ly as tlierc iias no overt opposition l.iove-
nent io the Lords then 1;eoi;}e inplicitly su-pported iis existence,
and. hence it r,,aq a deilocratic institutionr? rhig. is tire crazy scrt
of logic that r:rany acaciei:ics stitl adnerc to. (wote: lltrs" ?ickles
has since ,;ritten e tcxtbook on rl-ei:ocrarcy I ) 

i

iloi,evcr, i't ..asnrt only reaction.rry cr ccncervaiive r 
-

acac'l.enics ;i;ho left ''a bad inpressicn" i,,'$ first-yedr econoriics' qlaEs
r,;as ta.kcn by lii, lo""i (" 

""ir-pro{'esseil 
l'iarxisi). Great, I thor-rght

to nyself, at least this should be better. Sut',;ha,t a corterLo';n to
disccver that the thin;1s he *a.s beaching -.;ere no rhffercnt erther
in forn or content frcn the u;cck1y conbination of ji-rrerican folklore
ancl nrarglnal analysis delivered iry r;onder-boy liax Steucr in his
lectures. rlj-s ar3upent *;as the stock-1n-trade "if you 'fonrt fcarn
this yout1l never be a.l:l-e to crj-ticise ittr- I r:yr:elf itas nct
ilarticularly interest in riakin,; oriiiclucs of Lipsey or l\lchan and

Allen. I sll.ply -",,anted tc; unc'l.erst;incl. a1:cut unenpioyi,rent, baii
housing, incoi.ie clistribution, etc. But asi< any econoriist about these
ani'l he looks at;you as i-f ;,.ourve co.rie froLr anothcr i:Ia.net. -r\nd., in
any case, -bhey are not on the syllabus!

,,.0ren I car.ie to ISI I i;as interestecl in econonics, but the
result of ny trying to foll;r,; the fi::st Jrear coiirse i:as -bo turn t.ie

off the subject coiipletel;,'. It is otrl;r no;, af.ter trLo years of avoiding
the subject, theit I ar:},e3innin3, of ly or;n volitionr to ta.ke it uil
r.rcin

By Christr:as, then, I hacl cci"re to realise that I irias not
going to 3ain r:uch by blinrlly follouln; ry course ancl readinl; the
required books. 0ver the vacation, I ihouilht abcut these ne;ative
experiences and tricd to piece ther.r to.3ether, There t;as sonethin;
at the bottor: of all this, the exauination systei:, Ttre nore I
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thor-r.ght about tt, the utcre it becane clear' It -';as the
exanination syllabus i,;irlch cleternined the cc'ntent of teaching
anC the fact that ir,e all stutlied the serie tirinl;, regardlcss of
our individual interests, It ,,;as the cxan thich introduced the
irrati-onal elenent of coriireiitlon intc the learninl prccess '
Irationai-, th;."t is, because true fea;nrn3 is a sociale co-operative
activity. It u;as the exan system, in fact, uhich cxplained every-
thing, Lven the ilo*,rer -otructureo For, in the last analysis, the
po","r of the authorities over tlie si;udents rests upon iheir
*li:-ity to r-ianipulate anri itanage the exai,riniiticn; (and, of course,
the acceptarrce by tiie stuclent hii.r-qelf cf the leSitirracy of this
r.:anipulaiion), In short, frop the ar.rthoritiest pr:int of viei;,
nrerythirrg can be justi-fied l:y the exaninetion. d-'tionali-ty need

not te adhered tc - if its cn the syllabus, then ;;hat further
argullent can thcre be? ifter all, ue.fid coire to rrnivers:-ty to
get a de3ree didnrt ';e?

,Ihis i.asnrt iire first tilre I had thcu3ht a1cq3 thcse
Iines. r, ,clt taki-ng lr-Ievels I ::ac] been struck by thc absurdity of
tire i,hole thing. I:r thosc rlays -,le lierentt str-ldying English
Literatrire, :ie i,ere llenorlslnG srx books, I hail cften corrplainecl
au,oout this test-r-rentality, and had argued thab the abolition of
exai:lina.iions -,;oulcl greatly .}:enefit "bire eclucati-on s;ystcr'r' It ]radntt
yet struck i:e hou ,r""".uu,ry and efficrent (in the sense tirat the
criterion of rinteltiSellcet ,;&s nccepted by al-nost everybotiy)
exai.is .lieree if societi- 'ras tr: clivide its gro-,;ing population into
the ,lifferent catei;orio. of labour po.;;:er. rdcither hacl I cl'nteirplated
not takin'J arry cxai.ls, thou,3h after one ten; at LSri it bec'u"e

increasin3fy Lfo*r tirat I coulil not ,r:eturn ant-l study either
tilIingly-oi otircr;j-se anil bai;c the irart I exan ";ithou't 

protest.
This ,rasnrt a question of lCeolo.1ical persuasion but ali'rost of
necessity in the sense that rry cxperietrce of university reducationt

ilas beconing increasingly intolcrable.

ileturnin3 after christil3"s, I sharecl uy experience v;ith
several frien,js, an,1 Ciscr:verecL tha,t they too ',lere bored a,nd'

uninterested in tireir ccrlrses. It seelic'-l to us iirat the exanina-
tion syllabus stcocl in op;:ositiorl to us like an alien force solle-
ho,.; cloninatin; our lives anfl restricting any lenulnc d-esirc to

-"nake excitinS discoveries" rile resclve,i tc contcst thi-s situaticn.
iibout five of us began 

":;hai; 
i;e called" the tXxanrnation Sta'ter-ient

Canpai3nr.

The ic]ea :f tirc canllailn ,;as sit.ti-:lrcity itself. l.Ie ,,iouIrl

try to organise rr. boycott of the ?art I exai't by gettin; &s ijany
stuC.cnts as possible io si3n a joint st.:.teirent '-ieclaring their
i-ntentj-on to boycci;t -bhe exau provitieci th.i.t the nur:ber of si3natures
equal1ecl half cf the total nuir'ber of stu.dents re3istered for the
eiai.r. In short, .,ie iJere cailpaignin; fcr a i-i,:jority boyc;.tt. The

canpai3n',;as cent:re,:l arouncl collectin;,- thcse si,3natures, i;hich l'as
t o uosy iask as this ;;r'is not the usual petition but a coruitncnt
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albeit conditional , io 3c'r,l-on. The poin-c r;&s rot nissecl by anycne'

The beauty of ihe canl:ai3n r.as that -,iU '.rl3l'e not i,e;aaciin3
anything frcil ihe a.uthorities, ,Je werenrt askinS foi a,ny reforr,,
hoi,;ever raclical. Tlis '.;as i:]-anning for di-rect action in its purest
sense * rleiral:ds u-ilon oursel--res. I'.;Is r,3rirr'.,.ich cesier -Lc riaice o.enands

upon othcr pccple: upcn -ihe systcii, lr to sup]':crb oi;her pcoi=rlcrs

slruilgles, i,ut ooni:rlctin,3 cncr:elf 1;c activlt)t is iliucil ilore profoundly
sullversl-ve to the sysi.-;ir" B;1 ',r,he encl of t';vo ';el:nsr agltatron and

propaga-td 2,i -tia irad obt:j.ned" abor].i sixty signatu,res cr sc, r,ith the

"o."fi, 
ci course, iha-i; thc l-.oycoit d;d not cone cff; it',roiLld have

neederl clt least J !0 signaLl;i-rres to procced" ijo';cve:: 60 ',iits qui-te a
leirge n1lifber c'.nsj-C.eritlg iha-rt 1]o-olle signed r,;ithout thoi.ight or
before rriu-ch cleba'ee and discur-ssicn.

ile dj-scc.;ereil an irtcrestlni; phenollenr-1n in cur ar,giia'tional
uork; i;hai -!- -rike to cail tilua]- s3nssir:usnessr, I ha.ve s--r-nce discover-
ed thab this ccncept cai: le appli-ccl to all cther 1ocial ijroups as "';ell
as to students an.; i-ts i:.ip11c,:ticns a-re 1;rofound'- iJtrat-;e tlisccvered'

,as that our fell-o.,r sturtlents ,i-rr'o ooth for gL against ihe exar:inaiion
svstcr: ai; the sane .ti;ie" 0u-,: p;ro1l:;ancla against -bhe exai:inai-bion

s;.sten ;; iTf iffi-iTilalit1'" cor:;:eti-tivclicss , etc" , fe}1 cn iertile
scil" iiost pec-iile a4;z:eeci'*ith irs.'Ihey sa''; throui3i: i;he pcverty of
e.reryday ,cciucltior,J i, LSli. linii yet at the s:;e 'bilc they ;ustifie4
its lnctessityr . Our activitres ,,ierc not etiotq3h to ovcrcori': inis
attitucle - ;hich i;as not surp:r-l sing since ',;}til,t -';e ';ere ashin3 -i'hen

to i,o *e,s to::e.;ectthe ve::;1' Lleans b;rr;hich they hacl t.;ot'co LSE'

bhrou3h cxanina-ciclls3';;f)'r';cre askinll -therl tc-Lear u-ii their recipe
for rrsuccessnl Secotltll;r, ihe::c t,las fea:: cf the a'uthoriiics -
I'theyt11 kici: you Cu-t"2 'rihe;rt]1 irot alloi; itrr" Cunplenentary to
fear uas the feel-in,3 of rcsi.?nation to ihe si'i,uationa self-oetcriain-
ation, self-activii;y, is ccl:1t1cbeJy a'', ocr,rls rriti': the'l'a.y chililrcn
are broui;h'u up, sci,colh.i-c'-o a::.; taugilt, thc s]rste;-i of ricprcsentativel
rlenccracy-,;orks, etc. c;irecilys diiect a.c'bion as a conscious
activitlr is difficu,i't to aci;ieve: i'c .1;lces a.;::inst 'rh,r r;hole ticle
Cf soci;t.,r al:d - i!icialclc':. t It i'rLS tncSe i n3rain,,.1 tentlencies ';e
, j er'c up .'.,lail:s'b ,

.,,.rlith refcr.encc -l;o ihe p::oi:}eur of I'revc]-"i.ticrne,Iy' Consci-ousnessil
cf" articlc rr\i:ath3r 

"t',,t 
bh" Leftr :" AAIlgloI (voi. 5 t'lo' 5,. . ^-- \,l,i--^ta lil/i I

lrlal vll L /t I L ,/ 6

Perhal.;s oni-y in a lcvclution can r-b bc aenuinr:iy :ichieved.
uA r:evoiution is ileccssaiy, tho-refore, not cnly because -bhe

rulin3 cl,ass cannct be overthro.;:r i-n any 3-1tro, ":s"y 
l"rut :.1st)

i:ecause thc class orre::-blrro;inal it can Silccced cirly .by revolution
1n gei;tir:g ri.J cf all tire trad.rtional l'lr-1ck anc l:t:coilr: cepal:- e cf
estiolishing socir,"J,. ilne,r.rr - il,{arx, .Tgq..}xrgg jgeo}-u'.if"

1"

z-"
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This conceni:ra.tion of acti'rity around the

exanination qucstion ilay seen a bit r,iisplacec" r\ftcr all,
stuclents aie concerned ancl invoived in other questions such as the

ilo-rer cf the acninistration and the role cf the uni-uersity at
-1r"g". But -,.hat ha.ii struck i:e in comin3 to LS; ';;as that the lack
of school iiscipline - length :-.f hair, uniforn, atteniiance at
classes - i:nd greater rfrceCortsf laiC bcr,re the funCariental issue,
the cornerstorre, the vcry foun.fation as i'r i;ere of bour3eois
eclucation: the cxanination sys ben. our boyeott caL:;:ai1;n confirned
this vj_ei; , For cur criticisl of exa:Lls frec,1 us, through the
.Jralectic cf tlcbaie, to a criticisu not cirly of bour3eors eclucaiion
as such l:ut to - "ribi"isn 

of l-.ourajeois socicl,y at }i:.rle. For i;hat
else is ihc exai.iina.tion systen i,ut t1e rrctual techni-que cf
acconi:1ishin3 thc tiivision ';f labour"

:lfter all this' it 
"ras 

a ;'reai ccn'':ra''l1ction for ;le to
take i;he,;xai:i a,t the end of thc first year. ..iany llecrle c'skecl i.ie

rihy I did it,r"i "y"o";;-;-(*lilro".;n 
r-t,,t"y ncrt eou:rA convinciir3;)

,;ai i:.,rfectiy ,lenuine, I took the cxeu frci: a pu-rel-y instru:cntar.-
list poi-nt si vier" I did not i;ant to;et kicl,;c'l oi:t after onc

ycar ana ire ce;:riv:] cf 'che chance cf t-":o ycars 1n r;hic[ I couli
Lxi:erinent and try to really eciucatc r,rysclf for oncc. I haci alrerdy

dlcided th;:t I;isntt interestetf in:u de;ree. rifter;',ii, one year
of exau-orlentated study.ras enouSb.'*r,o i:o:re i;oul;-, ltc too nuch!

Thus it i;."1s that I troopcd- into the i'1c,, iloarci Prccl:;l ;ith
all the othcrs on tiiose sunny surii.icr i:ys (it ir.l'.;ays seJi-ls tc be

sunny on examiuation ilays) and sat the exan, Br-r-b:;hat an;xa:-r!
It -,;as 1tz'obably the',lorst sei of ;riipers lrd;vcr sccn -'bhc: t is frci"t
tiic;osycholo3ital pc.int cf vi,:'';. in r.y statc cf i.iincl .vcrJr ciucstion
seer:red nore absurd tha.i: thr: iasi, cvcIy clciari cf lnstructicns
:rorc pettf anti, burcaucrat'rc, Thc sili:ncc anri nonco-o':eretion i;ith
peo;rli sitiln,; only i, y.:lrc1 a':a}' seei:led lil<c soi:ethrn,; '-'ut i-rf a

Kafkaesq,_re ni,3h-brrare" Thosc iili3cnt acedcr-iics, in thcir black
Soi,nse iroi1pously galkin3 up .tnci,lo'rtn seelled to cry:ialiiso in
tirelsclves tlie .,;hole of the SchooiinJ systclirs aul;kror-'ty lnr,
po.;;er, An,i, cf course, froi;i an objectivc pcint :f' vic'', bti;y uid"

3ut lhe ''orst aspect "';as thc artifr'cialiiJr of Lh'r -';hofe

thing, iir ',iritiir,; ',irat I did not beli;ve bci-rt cconoi:ics, i:clitrcs,
history - I srui:ly seribi:led dtt',;n i,;hat I kiie:; iiie exai-liners uere
iiantin.l to.ires,r. Thc ;ai-re haiL t:loved frr:l the classrooll intc the
exai-linaiion rcloili. Thc ru-lcS i;erc. 'bhe Si11.le - ens"ter oi;h,:r j:eopiets
qu-csti-oirs, cii.rctc othcr pc,;plets icica,s - nc i:ra'ttcr,Jhqtlier its
right or ijrot']g, relcrra,nt or ciher,,;isc, :;hothur you.rtjrt;e cr cLisa3ree,
i,hat counts in the exa.r.i is narks not'bruth, To be hon,l*ot, soi.ic
questions ,licl inie::est i:.e, I re,ell-,,1r onc er';jijcial-iy cn Stalin.
But here ;1Jain, ho'., ci-r.n anyoltc ',irj--Le about trclshcvrs.l l-lcanin,'3fu11y

Karl iLiar:< -.;rcte in 1843 thst thc criticisi: cf rc11;ion '"as thi:
starb-i-nJ poini; of lr,l-L cri-iicisrl, T;Cay, in curnCi-ticns of i,cLl-
inte;r;r.teci, .lru::eaucratic capitiilisn, thc crlticisir cf irlnost ggg
aspect of srcietlr can lead to i:" criticisl of scciet;/ as a -';hclc"

1.
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uncler pressure ancl in the ticie al1oitec1 . As Tor'r Fai'rthrop once ;lrotec

'rl.-i a qucstion is.*orth rlcin3 it c:.nrt be do:re in fr-rrty ninutes; if
ii-""""'rru 6cne j-n forty ninutes ther: iis not i';orth cloing"rr

fhe papers ;ere collected ancl ,lirisi<er] a';ay2 pICSlllistbty-to

benarkeclbysoi,iclroredacac]eiric,andneveltubeseenaj.tr}n.l:i
the nrickile cf tire sull]*rler vacaticn, I receivcd a list of iriaes r'rith

;,iine anong tner.l, I hacl passed'. Gloria in 'k'cel-sis )eo!!

Ycar Tirc; l{c }.['r.nrs Land

Byandlarger!ti9ie?chi-n;abilityoftlrcs'c:iff':tLSJca'n
besur:ued.up,Dyonc,.ord.abysna1.0fa]"1tiic}ecturcrsth.-ii;Il.''i:
1i-stened tc, only four cotil,l bc .reecribetl as ,;crti,ry cf a-t';ention:

John Griffiths (i";),-aff"" S',,ingeiiood.(Sociai ?hilosc;;:h;7), Ral':h

,*iiiro""u-ii*;-i;;i;'";; peter l,iizos (ru:tr,ropolosy). -j:;cir in tneir
diffc:rcnt ;ays siroi;ed t,ro essential qualities. Firstiv, an lntercst
in tt.:-r'su-',:lect, ani sccond', an intcL:est in co[ilunj-ca'tin'1 ti'ei
interest ttl other pcop}e. The l;',lt.ber cluality is thc licst ii:port;nt
and.bhconenostiac}ring3.non3otherstaffr.icubErs.i']ccd.1essto
s&Yr I haventt atten"letl every ::vailabie lecture' bnt of thosc that
Ihave,theover.,;helnin;r:rajcrityareconi]uciecibya;.parcirtlyborcd
lectr.rrers reciting ord notes to an equa!-1y bored'audience, ;hich
forces i tsclf to listen i-n thc hope it t"i'3ht picl< u;: sci:ethini3

useful for the exall.

The absurclit;' of the lccturing lrrocess is r;c1f-evideni;'
iihat coi*lcl bc ircre rlrc.tional ihan ti;o huncrec'l pcc;;1e listenlnS
evcry leek to the sale pcrson, ';hosc only qualificaticn is that he

iras rcacl a fer;, norc boots on the subject, anci ;;hen c1i-vertecl slightly
off the syllabus,roves to be.1ust al i3nora.nt (or lntelligent) as

the rest of us? Y-.t another reason ;';hy acadctiics are reluctant to
r,and-cr off the uy]I"t rr= is ';hat the basis of thcir authority'
superior tcno;;teale over a rlinute areat ";culd 

be exposed'"

'Ihe sys,ten, ltor';cver, has its or:n dynan:ic of scl-f-
perpetuation, lurin3 the reccni niners strrkee ''ihen the first poller

cut hit t,-r. ="irooir-*, S:ely i,as }:ctr.irin3 on llsycholcgy in'i;he
01d Thea.tre. The theaire rrss plung':j into darknc$s' ihcr;: beiug no

,;intLo.u;s to let in niiir*al 53itt. iinpertur5cd by tiiis intrusion of
outsicle rcality, the 3ooc nr. seel;r continiiecl his lccture" Lo.Jkin'3

insi-de fror: the back cloor onc co..Lli. sec a]:sclutcly n'othin.1 ' Bitt

fror:ihe3}ocnrcsethe.fullvoicecfa.lcciurcr,i]ctcri;inedto
ca]iryonreSard}css"ItcolLlci}rc,vcbeenatapc-recorc].crspcakin3"
Thcre Hight h;rve r;een nobod'y listenin,;' Bui no i:atter' the lecture
nust 5;o on, rbstract'Irnc,;lccl3e surrounder.l hy o'oscurity - tiris little

ltrcept pr:rliaps in ihc case cf victir:is;;'tion'
lr. 

"Crai3 at Lancas'ter resultccl llartly fron
i:ast cxanination pailerr-: of his s-buients'

C:::lr;es ,-" i:ii:st-
tI,II I,LLTA,LJ P LI) .J!
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incident seened to typify r:uclr tha'c passes for educatron at
ISE.

Durlig the secon,J year I gradually stopi;ecl goinS tc all
lect'.rres and classi:s. This i;as partly clue -io increa-sed i:olitical
activity, but lrainly because of ury cor,rplete alienaticn fron the
reducationr ilrocess. I can rene-lber the last cla.ss i a.ttencleci
quiie clearly. It i;as en ilolitical thought. Sonebooy be;an by
reir"din6 a prepared i;aper on Plato, Ihcy sou.n-led as unj-nterested in
Fl-ato as I ;as, :\ftcr-i-;arr'is the teacher spent the rei:arning forty
ninutes "tellinr; us iro',, he vier,ecl ?lato and u;hat lle ihou3ht his
significallce uas. 'ilfien Fhcre uas just ten niriut"i-l,c go, he aslced
r,;hether anyon€ hac any qucsiions. i{or;ocly spoke, So he ccvergd up
thc eubarrassed silence by arrangin; ihe fcrthcor:ring classes. The
cinly response io a, class th:r,t lt"id been a curi.:iete flop r;as to
arrangc lore classes! This r,;as-i;he strau; that t:roke thc oanelts
back: I ir.,.d finishcd r;ith classcs for 3cod.

Aithough in this case it ',;r"s the ieachcr ;.;ho i;as
unconsciously act-in,3 as an agent of rcpressii-;n, tl:c nost serious
problei-r ]ies in the siurients tireusch,,es. I,,iany tirres ii is the
stu'lcnts;;1-r.o prerrent discussion,;hich is not on tirc syllabus for
fea,r thrr.t it nigi:t not he1p, tlicn ln 'their cxan. This self-policing
iisltect of student consciousness is rn s:ilc rj&;rs the basls of
student rfreedonst. Mter 12 ycars of succeedinl3 :-n thc schcoling
systei:, -;;e have deeply internaliscd the authority relations of
the classrooiir. ilence it is rsafet for ii:c authorities to allorl a
little relaxaticn in c;-ntr,,r1 btciiuse the student has lcernt to
control hfuseff, 

""?ren 
this bcgins to break l'lo:n, hoi;cver, discipline

r,'ii11 begi-n to tighten u.;,r"

ily secl,nd yc.rr at LSE;.Ls a scrt of no-Lianrs f:nrl l;etuecn
ny rofficialt and runofficiaLt oducation. lii tiic sir,r:c tine as
l:reaking a",,ay frcn rqy lectures a"n.L c1asses, I.;;as groping fcr nc;u
xetho,C.s of, learning basc.d on i,,y c.,;n interests. I hed started the
year deterr:ined tc study a parti cular tot'is .,,hich f had chcsen for
nysclf, anC one r;hich.i wan'bcd to learn i.rore about. I chose the
Geaeral Strilce of l)26 as this conbined politics, hist.,ry, and
econciiics, a,nd i';as supretciy relcvant tc the c,-.,ntenporary inciustrial
sc cne.

Choosir:; a sui.lject emd stu,lying ii Lrl-ry souild. quite sinple,
but in ;.rractice it is not so ca,sy. iie have been i:rcught up to study
r,hat cther people told us to study, to learn ansriers ic other
peolrlers cii;-csii-ons. 'Io sti-rdy frcely, thcn, is ,;he nc..:ation ,,f uur
1-,ast experience. Ilo.,;ever, like the Gen.nn revcluticnaries of 1!18
';;ho, ,.;hen chargin3 throu3h the Ticrgarien, -icre c&roful not to
step on thc grass, olil ncthods are buncd cl.eep inside o-1L1" conscious-
ness.
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Free 1earnin3, readinS'"hat "',,e i;:ant to, taking notes of 
"';hat

vle find significant involves a rhcle ne\i, apilroach to education. It
G a traunatic experience, ani one in rlhich I cannot say I succeecled
at first go. There !;ere lrany difficulties - i-t r,e"s st1}l an

indiviciual activity, a purely intellcctual one, and bherefore one-
sidecl as it c1ic1 not relate tc; any praciicir.l:rci;ivi-by on ny part.

i.,Iany people argue for exanin,-rtions on the grouncs that, if
this external conrpufsion is r:novecl , then students iuif-l- do no ';crk.
In the short tcrn this is true, ht i{eil-ts Sul;lnerhi.l-}, nei; }<iCs si:end

about tilo years ru1r:tin,3 ";ild befo::e ueciiling til join any class,
3ut then, so irhat? .r;hy shculd anyone freely choose to db aliena,ting
uiork? (ls a niner shouted at Lorcl Rcbens r,hen he asked a pi-t-head
meetin3;'.;hy they only;orked for^r out cf five days: rrBecause;e

cantt live off threeltt) If -,i;e rc1lrve th.e conpulslcn c-,f exailinaticns,
in the short-ter6 students irill nrt do aff -,1ol,k. }ut this is nct a
condermaticn of students (naturaTi] iazy, etc.) ra.ther it is a

condennation of a structure ,;hich rolies on conpulsicn io function
at all. In this r,-;ay, it becu,res clear that;;hat uni"'rersities |.lroduce
is nct so nuch fintellectualsr as tanti-intellectualsr, urrable tc
work freely in a non-slienated ';ray, unable to rclatc tc, krroi;ledge
and each cther in an enanci-patcry fa,shion.

This -r,las i;he basis cf iry difficulty" In orrlcr io enga3e in the
free learning process, I had to struggle ageinst, and Lvercol:e, the
traccs of bourgeoj-s ideology anC practice in r-t;r c';n self .

Ho-,lever, there ',icfe soiio posrtrve aspccts. I ,:;as interosted i-n

the uork, I ',;,as free to choosc rhat bocks to read and ho',; tc rcad thei':.
(Reacling a book fcr Iivin,3 ei.rancipati:;ry kno,;li-'Cge is a 'lialectical
l.rrocess, slor;ly acquired after years i-,f seai"ci:i.ng for ciead kno'lleCge -
knci;Ieclge fcr exaninations), I bc,:;an to use the library :;i-th interestr
and clisc.,-rrerecl the inilense co-Liection of revolutionary lite:'.t"tyre
hiCden in the vaults. I -,;as beginning to rediscover .rir,ucetion.-

(") f ,,!as once s-rrpriscC tc iearn that lany tiiird-ycar stuC.ents
diclnrt knlu hc',; tc,3et a ltcok froL: ilocrt-i R. ibts not nccess:rr)r, of
cou:,se - i--icst cf thc rcfficialI literature 1s cn thc cpen shelves
cr in the teaching library. L}l, the interestrri,g stuff is n:rtura11y
locked a,;ay uader;rounc'1. (U) Un: librcr;y :t.fso h.rs its c,';n riystique.
$otching students in there is an i:dt-rcation in itself. S-tle seel
to stare at the saije pagc hor-rrs on cnii, 0lhcrsr ta.i',e ner,spailers i;vith
ther:l to have scriethin3 intercstin3 tc r:li.cl " Y.:t crthers lranufa.cture
breaks by :rcgularly gcini; for coffce" (i'ir r,nindcil in this connection
of a story relatod tc ne by a fcllo" studcnts 'I .., fricncls i;oul-d
re3u1ar1y;4et up sii-rultaneously frurr their ta.'cles ani go for coffie.
iftcr * iliiil-c they inf,";r'i-r411)r, a.nri i'rithout ;:'1an, 'be3an a syster,t
'whereby on:: rioulc] 3et up:n11- ask the othc:: t-r 3c for a ccfl-ee. i:.

short L;hile after returnin,3, i-b:,tcul'f ',:e thc turn of bhe otfucr to
inltiate the n:-ive. In this;ay bhey,;ere able to;ct a'Lay frun
their alienatj-ng studies fcr an even ,lrc3,tcr len3th of tirie ! )

t.
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Tutr-irials hive a]';,;ays been sc;i:rei-;hat (-'f a farce' j'tore

personal than classes, 1t is i-ess ;lossrtole to escap:: the absurdity
aniCst ihe anonynit;r of fello,; students' I had' be+n assigned to
a graduate-tutr:r in rry seconii yeer. P,;l-itrca1ly sympathc'tic, he had

turned a blinrl eye to r:y leck of ortht.rcr;x'iiJrl<. iio'Reverr caught
betueen his supervisor, i.,irs. scirarf ,:n ihe one hand, and ny free-
lance a.ctivities cn the cther, he,.;as in a dj*fficul-t situation.
rihen thu jtressure caile fron allove, he siarted ap,-1yin3 it on r'te.

iloulcl I please pri,clu-ce sorre lxritten.;;o::k iUst tc sa.tisfy the
authorities. (rcader,ics seeil tc belicve that the priiuction of
eggays 1s tire cne and cnly ilroof that a student has bcen r'iorking'
Of course, ihey never ask;;hai kinil of -,,;-rI.kr or for rrhat g1g39g')

Even.tuaily, I ,;as called tc see lIrs. Scharf to explain lithy

I-r;asnf t cioing cno*gh riork" I argued i1y case h;n.'stly in the sense

that I saj.d u;hat I felt abi;ut the cou-rse. This sort of talking
Beeiled tu upset thc,3anre skre ',u'as usecl to" (lfe usually r-1cdge the nain
issues anC ixake .""rrso* pror-ri-sinr4 to .io bc'i;ter in the futrire' ) We

diilntt get into a ,liscussicn about edr-rcation and learning"ill she

could uif*r tc in,luce r:e tc follot; bhe officral course l;as the
spectre of i;he exar:in.:tion. i,fle parteC, agreein.; on nothing"

I knew that this c.rltvors3tion *ould be recordetl on nty

secret fi1e. (nvury stuclent has an a,cadei.ilc file coni;aining
reuarks by his tutor anil classteachers on the stu-dcntrs acadenic
ilrr-)gressl The contents uf thesc files (the green cncs kcpt in
roon HJIO) e.re l<ept a secrct fron the stuccnt, presurrably in the
belief that the less the student knoirs about his o''ln progress the
better I )

1it thc i:cginning -,f the thirit ycar, I ,;as d-eterr-iined to
take this natter up;;ith ny tutur - l',Ir. Iiillbourne. yflfien I went
tc sce hi-r-r the firsi til^re I 1;as ilrepareC to dei:and to see i:4r secret
file" I necd not have ]:otherccl. Thc first thing he sai,f ras that
there 1;ere sJiie stran3e rcnarks in r:iy filc irhlch needetl exi:1ainin6.
I asked hir.r to lct r-le scc the file in frcnt of hi-i., sc I c:uld reaci
uhat had l:ccn;riiten abcut i:e a.ntl rcir,ly to it. (lfven at the OId
3ai1ey thc accu.seo is alloued to hc.ar the evioencc against hin! ) He
refuserl , justifyin3.' itirself' ',ry asserbing th:lt he cculd not reveal_
siate;len'bs uhich had l:een i.rade rrin ci,infi-dencer,. It uuul-J be a
betra;-al- of his collcagues. (it ottnn secir.s that the schouling
systeu cxists -lo s:rve the inbercsts uf everyone but those bei-ng
taught i rhis iacident typificcl th:,t ap,prcach, ) .;fter iruch argunent
anc no agreei;ent, iie decicleci that thc best thin.3 i!.as forr i,ie to
try to obtain anothcr tutcr. Believing ttr:-t ilrc on1;, 3oud tutcr isno tutcr, r se:rchcd cut an roffici-aI I tutor ;hc .ras syr:patheticto i:y vleus. ile a3reod to rtake rnc onr prov-i ded that hc never sal.rne throughoui ihe yc!,r - an arinirable :rran..:;ci:cnt !
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Unfo,rtunately, at -Lhis point luieauc::acy intcrveneil in the

forn of the clepartnental secrctary uho r:ain.tained that I coulr.l not
be I[r. xf s tutee since he hr:d tco nany already. I uas assi3ncd to
Dr" ?ee1 ,.;ho to ne ri.-.s an unkncr,,;n quantitlr" ;rt cur first neeting,
ive argueC" IIe rlas intcrested in lal'ln{ -rut a Ilh'rlc course of tutorials'
ns"uy= to bc handec in erre:ry... .ctc,, etc. I -,iantefl tc begin to
cliscuss l=gha.t lL;e hopi:c1 to achieve, anil tu, ',,hat purpose. ?utorials are
like 3uerilla attacks anO shculd be treatecl as such. tve sho,-ili1 ado;lt
the tictics of thc cfair3ntts unlons a.nt1 take our fricnds in l/lth
us to help us fiSht i':r ,;hat 'n';e -,lant"

Ir:issednyseconilapp':inti:cntrjustafter0hristi:as'partly
because I.,,8.Srrrt intercstect in 3oin,3, ancl i:artly because I',;as
heavily inv..,lveil in cther activitj-:s at the tir-io. shcrtly afterrsards
I got L 1"tto, frcp lr. Pcel- thrcaiening that if I ditintt show up

on the follotin3 r'riday he;roulc1 tlkc it ;h'-,t i Iiasllrt iniercsted
in attending any tuiorlal-s, :nd r,roulri infor;-r the Oonvencr accolrdinSly.
I (lir1 not shor; u-p. iind I ai: still r;aiting tr..' hear frcn the Convenor!

Thus enrleci these tr,rtc:i:iai cscaparlcs, ':;hich 
"!crc ily ':nly ccntact

irith 'officialt edu.catie,n thrcugh'-'ut iiy third ycar'

unofficially, I ;las discovcrin5 a rhr-r1e ne'ri r';or1d. slowly I
v;as beginning t; s.:rt cut fcr nyself thercs and catc,lcrj-cs cf stucly
based or,.ry "hcs"r, 

subject. Thosc'who say tha1; io str"rt fr:i: unets
o'*n interest is narror;-tiinrlcd elnd 'tho justlfy clrlpulsion ':n the
grounds that it broadcns ihe area c'f stu*y fcrget that starti-n3 frci;
our orrn intercsts uc .,1i11 rce led ali-iost j-nevitably into othc::
fic11s by thc vcry naturc of free learning. In fa;,ct, it is the strict
co.rir:r,rtnentalisation of the t.;fficialI strrlctllre -'lhich iliposes
restrictions on understen.Jing. Life is nct clirrid.:d into eccn,5iics,
governilent and history, sr-r ;hy sh,rulfl lcarnin3 ab-ut iife bc?'

.ilcni;sr de L+r oiin inciviilual :cti-'rity, -bhcre .;as a ne1'r

clelrartr:re - ccllective -cirk :.nC al-tu;:native classes. ?artly thrcugh
thl ef:orts of the ,;,J.ucation Stu-ily Group (see i:clor), and ile,rtl-fl
influenced by the ccllective -,,'ork ca:-rr:ai3n at Bruncl university
r1;hich had rict rtith sr;r-:e succcss, sevcral ilruuils r-'f stuc'icnts sct up
lalternlti.re ciassesr - political sociolci;y,]:hil-oso;:hy, rcligion
and i:olitics, econol:lics, libertarian s.rcialisir'

"Peo;:Ie l-carn coi.r..rl-ex- slilll-s l:est if tiris pr,;cess of learnrni;
affords the fearner an opportunit)' to 3ive clear sirape to f"eli-ngs
of inages tha,t r'"1r,ia91_!:lp.!*1t IiS -[g*-. 0n13r hc ;rho iiisc,;vcrs
tire help of r;ritten 'i;orcls in urilcr tc, facc iti s f cars an'J l:tkc ther,i
fade, anC bhc i:crer' ,of r;olis 'bo seize his feelin r3 :'.1"i ,;iv- th;ii
fornr;;i11 rrant t. tlig decpcr into oth.:r ircoplers r;rititus'r - Ivan
Illich, Celgbr.at Lirn of _tl,;a]:silcss; cf " siiiil-ar c,inclusitus ruacited
in 0ar1 Ilo3ers' 0" _3gggr.t1&_gl;"-u rg"

1.
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'. Ccllectivc' ,,;or1< is the negation of bi-;urgeois ed.ucation at
its veryr fcunq1atiotr."l'he laisscz-fairc values of rai:i.rant
inilividualis"t' and c(Jltputiticn survive in fci'; places these days .
Educati.-,n, hi:ucver, is onc of thcir lilst reuaining bastions. It is
seen i:rost clearly in the exalll rooi-l itsclf lhere tc co-oper:te is
defincd as tcheati-ngt. The ie'rrletiti-ve ethic turns knu;,lcdge intc
a privrte property i;hich is jcalously Suitrilcd - fc,r to sharc;ners
knu;ledge is held tc lesscn uncfs or;n chancc Jf success" Cc-oi;erative
rlork shatters th"-se v;lues :r'ld ,:ractices rrnd ]rence any ilevelopr:ent
along thcse lines is tc 'be rclcor,eil. 0f ccurse, co-operative .,.rork

in itself ,i.'..res not an,i has nut sofved ail ,"-rur prcblels, It is
i:ierely a startin,3 poiirt. ,ile then have ti ansi;cr - and thc Jifferent
liIou!-;S rinsrJOTerJ. tire; rn differcnt "liiays - all s;rts of questilns:
riilb.y forn an alternative ciass? Hcr.; dci ,vc gct tcgcther tc study?
Is cairi-i:,n i-ntercst Jr cci-J.inn ;:clitics thc startin; ;rcint? ilou cio
i;c rcally leavn tirings - fron books, convcrs&tiun, irc-.zel-s, filns,
rexpericncet, i"rr uhiit? Should '{e i.rrugress b;r constructing an
al-tcrnativc syllabus cr by ad-hoc arrangctlJnts? li-i:at rs thc r:lation
betrecn our thinki-ng and our actions? Such questi.,,ns, ibviciusly
crucial to an educativc llrcce ss e &rc ncrilally &rs.iri-lrcd for us by
the dua1 authoriiy uf staff i,Lnc1 syllabus.Our frcc associations cf
collective rcrk faced t]l.use clucsti;ns fcr the first tii-:e, I?e have
nct yet fcued all the ens'rlers but the exirerii.rcnts are uorth trying.

i':Iany rcaders uj-}} nc cloubt think that the three yesrs spent
as I have described. havc been arrwaste of tax-paycrs i:roneyrt, ti; use
ihe r.rost coiriicn expressicn" Lat us Look at this cr:nplarnt fcr l-rhat
it is.'Ihe accusati,;n ii-rplics that str-rdenis,.tho r"rult, clrcp out,
etc., are s,;i.:chol; doing things il3ainst thc gencral gcuci. It
presi"rilpcses tiiat the fi-n:mcing of -;i,ha.t nori]ally iloes vn in
universities is i:i.iney ilc11 si:ent. j'lowever, I riuulri.;rguc tha.t thetnorl:alt functioning .f tite university is in everJr rlay socj_elly
harnful . ,+urtherli,re, I.;c,ul-rl c,rntcst that as lcng as ue c.ccept tl:isrnorr:aiityr, irs long as r(l f,ail to rcvoit, drop out, c;ntcst, el,c.,
thcn ';e are -,;asting tax-1:ayerst oney, .l,vcry iay th:t iS.i is nut ,cn

strike, uccupi cd, ir in othcr .,iayg L]isr:u;,teC, bax-payerst noncy is
definitcly being i;astcd, l'ut like 'bhis, it is clear that the
questi,;n uf ,,;astcd rcs.Llrccs is a ilolitical questi.on and uust be
ansi*;ered p-.1itici:,1iy, T',.: ;hclo contcnt ,tf thrs essa,Jr, if yt_ru 1ike,
is r-1y ansl!er t.; this ch,:.rrlu,
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PELITICS TilN WHA-I-?
t'The tradit:lrns .;f ai] the c'lead generaticns 

"ieighslikc a niShtr:are on the brrin of the livingrr

Karl ilc"rxs El3iltecqlq Brl4n?rge 'Jf lcui

Ycar 1: Livin,q in ihc Past

Itl{c; uany stu,lenis supportcd taking dolvn the g+ics? I'

,rI.k-ru cuuld Blackburn aud Srtcson l:,e disi-iiss;d s..r oasilfl?rr rr:'.'fhet

nadc thc Victnan occup;-tirn SC Successful?rr rti'flio ',';as .Daul iloch?rr
ThcSe rirere the sr,-rt,tf questi..;ns',;hich irbuundcd.n tile feft at LSE

cluring r:y first yc3r. Thcl' lgllecteti tlie jssucs aird crises ':f the
1:revi;,.ls ycar, This is harclly surprisinS, tg6S/g h;d bcen 'i year
coi:rblning Llore crises, confrrnta'ti-,:n, enc iircct :ctir;n than any
other, at l,SE r'lr eisur.lhere; cccupati-ons, sit-ins, a three-i''ieek ]r.rck

outrsackings, striiecs, r1;Etructicn of ;;ro1')erty' Ihe events havc been

io;ell docur:entccl elscilhcre' aitcl. neeri n:t bc rcireateci. dhai i,;as

significant, horiever, rlas that the r:,fter-cf{'ects ,-;f these evcnts
cionlnated the left fcr :. i';iro1e year aftcrr,iards. id:turally, t'wc-thiros
of the stac.ent ltopulati;n hac loeen throuSh tirc exijericnce, an
cxperience uuhich had been, in thc; short-teri:, ,:nc rrf filj-Iure. ;ifter
all , rl,dai.]s r&s still here, ti;o lccturcrs had becn sackc'J, the
distribrrtion of i)ct;cr inas u.nchangccl. 0f coursc, ihe lung-tern
effects cf tpollticisaiijnr an'i. increasedl ai,arcnoss i'i;re positive,
but -riirat counterl im.teilia,tely ,^as tl:c ai:i;unt i,,f disillusion lnd
gloor:1" i'liany first year stuccnts 

"';ho "'ere catai-'u1tca into thc evcuts
of that fateful Octcber, e"nil r;ho beclLiic hca.vil-y 1nv;ivcd fcrbhc rest
of the yeare coi.r1:leiely lost interi:st in pcrlitical activity f,.rr
the renainder cf th:ir sir,;r'at I,SE. Oi;hcrs r,rho,rei:aincd provicieil the
nain j-nfluences in S.rcScc ::,nc'l consistently lc':;kca at thc situaiicn
in tcrns cf tirc previi,us yJet, clnsistcntly p;seC i;he ol-i-1 qucstiins
in thc ne-'t sit,;-i-"iion"

le:vin3 iln assortr,ient cf ,]ifferent itlcas ancl s;Lie I':ith nul]e-'

1. cf . lioch r.nd Scir,cnbaclie fe'qz-*t]-

/i glance throit.lh
gcccl picture :,f
l;hich hLve r:ken
the li?:rerrY :"ni}

supervision ! )

SocScc had;:revilus}y']icen.fii;iinl-r,.Lec]:y'biie IS.;roup. iiany of

thelslcadiny;fi,;i;rest-ileryrcceirr'.ltheir;''liticalbaptisi:inthe:
heaLlyclay5"1the'-"tr.,uhles'r-chrisl'i:ir::ianrl:iilrtinTor*iins'"n'J;hnRose'
-i:lazcl Frcnch, rliartin Srl;'l;, j'ndr:cas ir:a;:idti - tlic rlcft llcavicsr as they

i;e:r:e cailed. 'Ihis IS facti;n l:rirci iis '';n 1';t''licy '.;hichr although I
i-ryself thrnk is inadecluate,;;avc;i Certein ir,Ll,.,Uilt.;f coherence to t}re

left, r;Iith ihe nc,; yetr.r, 11,j,,;cver,r l-i,-rst.)f bircsc IS flr,Llrcs 2ad 
de;:arted

tirc frlcs c: *61!g!gi in the LSE library 3ives a

'the carly r.ia,3rs- of3f65uc anC tie subsequ-ent chanSes

p1ace, (U'ruln filcs ere kci:t in the strong rocn of
cin only be rea,l in the Special Rcading R'ron unCer

Z"
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The issues -,,,]rich hail 3ai--ranised ],SE in the pasts
Vi-etnan, Rh:c1esia, the failure ;f the Labour ajivernilent, hacl nou clied
d'i.*;n externaily anil , becai.rsc they -',i.'re essentiaily cxternal
issues, 1::ft nothin3 in thcir place" 0f c.,'urse, there licrc sui1e
I acti.ins{ in ny first year - c'lisrupti-n ;f thc Orati.rn r)ay speee}r,
prctcsts at thc selccti-,n of thc Vice-Crrai111Ein ;rf thc C';u"rt of
il;;;;;;"'"(ii"""i"-Fi;;;); o-i','ii-tuarted atter:;:i;:'t cccu;:atiun in
scll,larity v;ith r,furu:iick studenis :rver ihc rfiicsl issue, anil in
pr;'ocst cver the treati.icnt uf ii;ch. But n', bh:-n,3' 'rr{als achievcd
bcciruse th,:,y i,crc iscietccl act-ll'i-tios uncoilnccieC by any coherent
s tratei;y.

Si3nific:lntly, rtJ-or]r) in SocSt;ce cxcc;;t e fei'; fi-rst-ycar
stuC,-,ttts, tlck any ;l-:rt, ur indeecl any interr:st, in tho Exalinaticn
Statc;:,ent Canpaign (see above). fHe p'-lities of the left bore
absolutcly no reli',tion to the ciay-to-day exl,erience ;f studeut
tife" Our politics aniL our eCucatii..,n i;;c::e separatc collpartl-lents.
rie ',;erc stitl 1ivin1 in thc r::rst.

Thc ;.,ost tr.:.gic cx..ircssi;n rf tiiis Jj-v-rce bctllcun
pctitics ant'l eclucr.ti;n had been i-n 1969 uhen, aftcr three lirecks
,:rf struggle t,: rcopen the LSE, ani'l the C-..-;rs rJere eventue-lly
unl,:ckeilr stuiLents iial-keil insiCe eni.L cuntinucd -to stucly 1;he saile
tirings in the ..-r1rr 'ltay. This clivrrce '!ras ir, resul-t -f the -way in
uhich the tiritish student r.i;veiient haC evclvec].. Jnlike contincntal
lluveilcnts, the Sritish 'wing hoci been a r:rspcnse d.,,rrinate'.i s,li.t,st
entirely b,,r ilterna.ti-;nal events, spccifically jiiicrican
iHperialisi-r" (Toir Fau';thropts c-lestructi.,n ,.'rf cxariinaticn pti.ilcrs
at iiull, ani'l the six-raerjk uccu.i)aii;n of l{,,rnsey Co}legc i-if .i'rt in
1!58 ',;erc tr'l+ not;rble exceptions. ffu:u..ghe generally speakin3,
orthcd-cx politicos loc,ked cl.,'i,!n on butir bhese acti-,rns as tunpcliticattl)
Ilence therc haul bcen no inltial critique ,lf thc structi.re of
educatii-,n as heil airi:cared in Jcri.iaqy anci ilrancc" This i-s nr-;t tcr
say that tire unclerlying cali.ses- of ihe novci-icnt Cid nct lia in
dissatisfaction i;ii;h the. ,:clucati;n;-,rocess. iioi.;cver, in the early
c1ays, bhe ways in rlh:,-ch this i;ar: exprcsscti vlere ,.tore tpcllticalI
in the traiiiti"unal sense crf the -,;orc'l , i"c. cvcr bi3 issucs"

Y.ear Tqo: ilriniiing Lhc !trar i'Ioire

LIy seccni ycar opcl-rcJ uith a facti:nat iiebatc un the
r;1e end -ilurpcse of s-builent politics. T-,ic c-,ntcnc.lin.1 Srcu-ps
rapiCly fcri-lccle th,-rsc irrhr-r v,;cre cal-1ec1 iAlthuserj-ansr (thc inciiviilual.s
clrncernccl &Tc EO.,i cen'irec'L rounii thc journal rThcoretica.l_Era,gb:Lcgrt)
antl thosc callccl rliber-bariiirrsr, The issrics ircre .1&ny irrC variecl:
the nature rrf rcv::}i;-tionary r:rg:rnisa-bi-,n, the r;l-e --:f leariicrshii.r,
tho relati,,n bct'+ecn the,iry and practice" The f<-rrri in,;hich the
c"Lisagreeiient expressed itsclf 'rr.,s r;ver thc r. l_e :_if rri.gitat,:rr,
SocSocrs i-ia3azi;rc, ';;hich '.li.,s i:cin,:- revived. Onc s:_cleffid that
there shuul,"i be an i;dit-,rial boar.J, scparaLc frir: those ,,;h.-;

prcduced th.: i-;aper, layin;1 rloL;n I strict edi_tcrial -p,:Licy rnd using
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the i.iagazlne as a propaganc'La i'reapon' Thc rest stuck t; the viet
that there shouId b" ,." divlsi',n ,f labour bct';een thosc 'u-;ho vlr*te

ancl thuse *ho proc}-uce'f the pailerr antl that as ri&ny people as

iJossible shc,u-}d be enccu:ra.ged tc ';rit; articlcs, ihus uakin3 the

iragazine ncre of a. fcruir fur dcbate. ?he isste ';,3s not settlerj by

agieer-ient but beca.r-isc the tlibcrtaria,nr vicl-r i;es iiore popular and

eientually ihe ';ilthuseri:,nsr ,;iithilrcr',-' frcr.i SocSoc ac-Livitigs"
Perhaps the :nly si-gnifice,nce of thi-s skiri.iish 'ras thai :l theore-
ticaliy libcrtarian tcrrCency riil's in a ilajoriiy rn S'-'cSce for the

f irst tiiie,

Inthei:idCl-e--'ftherlebatersevcralcfus'srute:ind
publishc'J rpositional statei:ients! to clarifJr the 'iiiferent tendencies'

I sudc'ienly disc.;vered hou tliflicult it i;as to st:itu- ily 1:c1itical vieus

cchercnt}y 3n l]aper, lnJ r;llte thcn to r:y activity. Ccnscrousness

fcvelcps fragiieniarity, i,,nc at any tine is 1:.rtial. ContraJicti:,ns
j-n our cv;n thinking, iack of understaniling, en'.1 t-races of bc-arger-iis

i.leolcgy are presc"i i" al} r''f us, Sorting out ';u:r i;n iJoas is
difflcult, but ncverthcless is a preci;ntlition for all revolutj-cnar;r
activity.

Apartfr,.lrrthisinitia}iiisputc,bhctilciiaineventsifny
seconc-yei1r iicrc-the rlioughton Street -i"ffairran'-1 the Senicr Corrtun

Roon caiipaign, Late one 1,lecnescay aftcrnor-rn in early D:celibel', after
a teach-in ln ;lnarchisn, abcut t,,ie}ve stucents, :.lovin3 frcil .thecry
topracticc,rjeeirlectcblcckthestrcettotrafficaso,Jl|urban
environnenti prctc r.t" !:- fe'"; cars, incluiling Rol-rert l'fcKenziers taxi'
l,rere helci up for ebout half an hcur. The follo'rllnij day at 1p'r-i.9 at
a given signal , abcut t';;cnty of us began 1-'uilCing a barricacle of
chairs, lait1ers, bri-cks aricl stone' Spontaneously' end' riithilr ab''rut

ten rrinutes, ab.rut four hu:rtlretl pccple \,cre blocking the s'Lrcet

behircl the baz:ricades, The -police began to rrrj-ve in large nui]bers'

Thc then ?:resicient -.,f the Unic-'n, G::reth Pryce, ai:i'ealed threrugh a

police louilspeaker fcr the blrricacLe tc .be :'ci-iovcd. The police
charged t.;lice anil ,fisr:antled thc ba,rrj-cacLe. Tilice it r'ias rcassei':r;led'"

llun.Jreds cf stucr,cnts ,,,;,,rkeC like bc:rvers ( l) cxcitcilly sccurinS

niiterial frun any,,,hcre they couliL lay 16.t" hen'fs:n 1t'j\t J p"i'i'
-i;e J.isLtantleal thl barricailc anci rpened thc strect uurselves"

Thefo}lci.;inl.jaty,botlrpoliceandstutlentsr1lerea:lasserl
in }arge nurrbers" It aas iript,ssible to construct a barricatie.
Ho*ever, traffic and itclice i,iere hasslccl throughcut the ia}" 3'*"t
P.A, uy"1"r] ua.s riGgctt up frun a riin'fr.rr'; in Clare i'Llrliet building
playing Lrusic ane-_-Iissirrg irf._.r.raticn alonil a,bcut pitlice i.lanoeuvres.

Stuilents .,;ith c:r.rs Crove thcir sl-il].y tirrcu,3h thc str.,-ut c.'r pretenrierl

a breakdui,;n. s-ne sairl that even sec::otarics fror connauSht Ecuse

thr:ell r,;atcr at the police. The police thensc:lves overacted and -'iere

"""y "i"ir;s. 
Over ih" tru ilays they arresteC i:ore t]:an i;tenty of us,

r:cstly on the usuai tru::peci up charges'
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0n ti:e ,irz,i.iay afternoon ai a ,.3encraI rssei-ibly, I i]ys;lf
r-:a,fe * r;i.i1 ti.-"ctical bl-unJ;r. I :it'teil;-'tei1 t'- 'l::a''' itl a "ii'ier
;,ers1ject-jve bJi r:cferrin,3 t-' r.-cent ,:cti;ns l1glinst the trui1:1ing
ct.,lcstr;ay:ird t; c:,iii.iunity ecbi-n in;,-:ncral-. It 

"';as 
cc::ta-inly

the 'rr;n.3 r;&1r -f :lianr-j :'l:;tt 'b it, I ;as s"lu-te'i il:i'nn; ;-l:r'ny tleuille
:bviOuSly fc:rocL -llirl'C .Lht' isSnc -r;iu-lil lre'brken v-v'cl hY S;cSec t'';heI]r

:ni t,fii-s -i,ii.s 1-rue, the 1;c.,p1e i:clvily inv.-,1vec1 irr i:uilc1in';: irhe

bar1'ice-ie , liSiitlnrl th; il,illcc , "\;crc, 1:,1r i1ni 1e'i:gc ? nct ijei'lbers

cf SocScc.

The issrie -rici '-l-',;n r-s fasl' :s it ii;"tL fl'rrciir lrir' It hed

certainly i-l:.,i e iin ir-,;,:,c-b, It ir:,1 ,..criainl-;r. ii,rbiliseil l,.o1h '?'c'rli'-'11

anil supp,rt" Even ialicr -1."1.:s coulli rrit Jeny tir:i tiir:ect ac-bicn

h:id. i_,i:en ef f cct-i v, rn this casa. T. t ihc rs;liitt:neousl ni-i;urc cf
t]:,-. ,:ffair lnt ; i5 31111;r,i on :ei-lisi: sca'ia-: i' 'icfy all anaiysis;
irlthJr-l;h it is tru' th:,r; ,lissltrsir.ctiin ilitn ihc r,;lJl1llt 0'f traffic
in tire s'br.-,-i 1r:i j :;.J-',,ays be;n -,;i-ics;'r:a"-"

a frt;,i ltunills 1,11,er, i-n an ,i31t.rtir :-Lrticlil url I-1.!'1. en-bi::ely

Jiffercirt io;-ric, 3,n anonynous luth@i:illcJ. :;h.a'c, f:r tle, has

bcen thc culy rcirl exPlanaiion:

ilThe f:,ct ihat such a l:rr6c cr';-'id i''f pruvirusly
runl:,;litical I 1tco1;it-: cr-.'uljl be'k'a-'*n t.l p'rrticipate
in th. c1.-iS].111] :l{. }Il;u._irtl-,n S,[rcet .,;l-;u1c llso sccl. tc
in,licatetli,liali,,irr,j:e'-lsturLentsvliilg'rabattirc
;i,purtunity to llork ccrl.li:cti-;cly" Th';se i;hc snccrcd'
i.'r,t bhc rncrt-|ent as llju.<t A gai]cil raised. rn il ,portant
rai-n'h Dci:rivei of rcal enj",;,ri-,crrt in thei-r iives :it
jJJ!rru.

c:11c3c, sru,.Lonts ',rhu tluk plrb f:u:ri1 plc':sur: in
bchlvin. 'l,s -.'.rt . f a c.-i-,r:.unity. "

,rrhurv ti:c .'oughtJn Stri:et ,tffiiir b;;1';Lsscil al1 -'fficial-
channels anri inv,-,lv:ii tirc i,j-rect parirci;-r:i;i.-,n -f bhe i:ass -.f
stu,i"cnts, ii-rc cupai3n 'l,l ,.ci,i.-,crat'rSe the Scnioi' C-.,,-^.on -iirt'ii-

fo1l,c;r;-l all thc niin-l31 ch,UrnOls aiii-1 'iii r,ct i.r"ivL-'lve ani'' tLl,:cct
rcti:n r.t ali, (unl;ss.r 1;.1i1r.1 tnc iilke,ver;f the SCl1 during
thc c'nstlNpfi un uccui;riti-tYt i\ Yaar l:.ter es a kinir, cf iiclayucl
:t.cti:n), Cn lrcbruarJ/ 12th, Uniln -)i;sscC1 a il.ti,-n :rcqr-iestln3 ihe
SCF. f:Lci1i-ties to bc i-raiic evaii.:];fe"i;r;:ri1. ftc';'':cks hter, fi'rt-
studcnts, incJ_r_ri.,inil i.tlsclf ? .,;elri) el-crcterl i,-; ,-'iiscuss thre issuc
',;i'ch tiic SCR c.r.rr:ittce" I-b r;as the first tir: -I hrLi been clccted
t, any -[ni,-;n 

,rust"

The i,recting ,;;ith the SCI'. c{ri.r:iittee ;;es tutally unfruiiful"
Thelr rlrju-rrcnbs in fr,vour of stiiff ;-,:rlvilerlc's r:,nl;;d fr;i-i the crude

.r fu11 rcp,-rt is cr;ntained in lEiuc:'tir]n :lnt1 Pri*ile -orv

ii,',:it:'t.r Yc1" 6 ti-' 6, I.'ir'y lgl], Fcr thc str'ut aifai:r, scc

'fur-r*ffi" Street f,rr ihe peo;;lc?, rigitatr,r Yr1,6 i'il.z!, lcc" L970.

'l
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(hunan nature/nccessity r,f elites/incvitabitity cf hi.erarchy, etc. )
to the nore sophisticetecl: the SCR is a pla,cc rihcre inflrr:al c.,ntacts
are nade and i:aintainecl betr,leen staff :mc1 a.lsc i'ith influential
people outside (exar,riners, busincssilen, r'3tverni.tcnt ufficials, ctc.)
,9hat is discussed is by irrture confi,lential , r"Ltiil uust bc kcpt secret
froa stud.ents, ;ierticularly '",llcn ';lt::t ',lns 'l'iscussecl ccncerneci
stutlents! 'iye poinie,i.-ut that thc stlff hail plenty of space f-'r
genuine privacy if need be. tsut the rcal ilifference l-ay in -ur
assuriptiuns. Thcirs ,vas thc icle-l;Jlv' ,-rf vxciii.sivencss, hicrlrchy
anal sccrecYi r;urs Uf ,Jilenness an:]- egcllii;arianisi:.

The Con;::itte. (Otive Stonc (ta,,,;), j;lrin Stuart (Stats),
E.ii. French (rldi::rn), Iiarris;n Church (ecrrg), C.G. iillcn (l:-lrrry)),
hacl rcfused tr cail a staff i.rcctin3 t.; cliscu.ss thC issue, sir Ie
i'lere driv€Il ti-r ,obtainin,j t;lelve rtaff si5n,:riu-rcs r'lhicl: .,bli6ed tirc.
Coiurittee te'ca}l e gr]tlc1'a1 neeting uf the SCL. Thj-s iiectinS, lln
ir'iay !th, uas -Lhe largest in Ii-vin,; r-icl-icrJr - over 130 prcscnt -
ithich sho\"Js just h.-,i'; s:riousl-y thc rr.caclenics take I iirre:'t tc
their lrrivileges, Jonathan R,;scnhead and liilary Euse 1;rcllised the
Lioti-on rihich lrouii r:ake all stur-lenbs i.rci.rocrs ;f the SCR. They
founcl li-ttle sui:port. Prof , Lakatcs (lnif ) sr.i,1.fo--ti in the
refectory lras dJ;il anil chcair. ?,'tcr '1ilcs (Ecun) t.i.:r-ight ihat staff
and stuclcnts fc,un,f clcsc proxii:rity runnatur:I r. Ierence l'licrrrs
(Scciology) naintained that str-rcients ',rere unciviiise'l and r;,-.u1i1 turn
thc SCR into a pigsty. Prof. Gru:rfcl, (le,o) ask,:i that the nat.ics -f
thc staff ,,lho ha.c1 recluestec thc neetinr"l bc pub-Lishecl! Ex-?ury
canclidate, J;hn Barnes (Govcrnnent) su3,;ested :i sccret bailoi ailong
al] staff rtoulcL be t:etter 'lhan a vri'rc ..,f ti:osc ',riio haC bothered to
turn up. This prcp:;sal-e thc cquirralent if i.', cor;ling-off ;:erio'l ,
",ras carrj-cc1 by L25 t,otes t': 52, just ,3etting the tr;r-th:-rds raj;ritl'
necesstry. The SCR C,.,lr-uittee, i,bVi.tusly afraii', tltl',i an aiiversc
rcsult night si:ark off c'lir':ct :i.cti,n, 'J.ra.':::ed cut tile issue so
that i:olling dlclnrt take irlace until l.;te in thc sunLer. The iioti-on
-was then rverruhelHingly clefeateu by rvcr 200 v"rtes t"- 70"

I;".ihere the rstreet iiffairr hi--,'J reve:leci ruch abeut stuCents,
it -'ras the staff r,!'ho it;re cxllr-,sc'.1 during bhc SCR cairpaign. Let
ncbody Jeny tha.t the LSE staff are e reacti'ru:.ry l:unch' ?heir
resistancc tc the i:cst ilibcralI a.-lti:,cJ< on thcir pri-vileges shows that
-',;hen it c'Ltcs tu e ncre scri-,us chtr,llense tl, thcir auth'rity in
the class]ci;ctie lecture ha11 , Qr exaninatirn ro'ri-l? 1''';' can ex''ic1ct
-,-,rholesale :'eaction tr e,:erge. The iclca thlt stuicnts '';;ir- j'-' i;.,.',

LSE are subject t.,i lcft-i"'ing influence is e couplcte i-1}r-ision.-

The SCR canpaiSn alsc revealc0 tlie inerCequlcics cf a
t.ler:anCr caripaign, .:specially ',lhen c,-,n.1uctecL thr-u-.3h rn;Tl:el I

channels, ridorr::-il- cirannclsr is a slnony::i for beckrc'-,i: ncgctiati.ns
and hcrse-trrcii-n1i; r,;hich l-ce"v.:s 'bi:c Hass ;f slturlcnts urrlnvolvecl . it

1. See ;l;;penrlix I at end;
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?ulcs out direct acticrn uhich i-s gencrally the cnly ';3y to bring
issues out into 'che open and prevent the authorities froi: using
clulaying tactics enc unicrh.-'-l'Id r,fnoeuvres

The Senior Conncf Roori anc] the rstreett cai:t;;aign bcth
reflected the changing nature of left 1;olitics ai L-qE. Essentially
1,-.rca1 calrriairgns, they aii,rc,-i t; hi3hllght i;he contraiictions as
'nve exl;erienced then. this shift in practice ,,;as linkcd in an overall
sh:-ft in thcury thrcu,;hou1; the ycar" It i';as reflected::lso in the
conients ;f ,\gr'!a-Egr, iahich haC becn ::eviveC and pubiisheil in a
ner printe,l ltrr. .:ticles centrcd on such issu.es as rE,iucation
ancl Privi-1u3et , lstudents and jri,&thlt, lConi:;unity l)o',';ert, and
exanin;'ti-ons" This r:e-; thinking uas crystallised after Easter in
';rhat becanc knc'rn as the rli,hy Group Statei:entt " Ori-ginally the
product uf.i'u;elve studen'bs, i't lvas iatcr ilJol:ted as thc SccSoc^I
i)ro313_nije.

The ti.'Iay Group St,r.tencnt t -,;as based u1;cn the i.fca that
the u,.,st effective place for stuilents to engaile in i:o1itical
activity nas in their uli;n colfeges, at'bhe point.-.f i:cntal
prciluction, as it eere, Thus tireory haci t,,-irncd a fuIl 180 degrces
frcri the carli-er ttraclitlonal i.riarxistt pusition "rrhich har,1 al-,vays
tencled t'; slant siuileirt activity ariay frr;n cduc,-..tional ;Lnc1 local
issues ti.r the rrea,li-tyr cutsidc - especially tuorking-class strugglet.

The llry Grcup ilrogrir.i,il.te cr'inbincl sucialist educ.;.ti;n nith
specifi-c aii.is fcr politicc,l activity. Thcse irer.e tlivi-icd into four
areas: i-mi;n, lachinery cf 3i.rvcrnl-rent, acadoi:ic affairs, i,rnd
envirt-rnnent anLl ccrlunity. ?he basic thcne i;as the der:ocra,tisatl,,n
cf all aspects rf cullcge life,

Tltc .,r'3ri.Lr-,c ..r,1-sc) contain",L l:.rrlc.nisa,tional prcposals f,-rr
SocSoc, r;hich has aluays bccn a thorny p:rr,blcn as thcrc has ncver
been any uvcr:lJ- pol-iticai- unity .'f' 'chc 1-,ft" 'ic,.J-/,-rr thc
prcductilrn r,f the }',iay Group ;t*tenent !J&s ,t-n .:-rchicvci:ient in i-bsclf
and, t; ly irind, is stitl the r,i;,st rcl-cvant ilro..jrfr.l,-,: f.:r luft
actlvity at tSU, eith-ugh furtirer rliscussi-r;n i,.nr1 i;veloi;i,,ent is
ahcys nccc:isary.

r. For ihe tl{ay Grcup statciLcntt sec ii,gitator (yor 7 }i.).} sept 1!Jr)
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Year,Thrce: Poliiics an* Iducation - li-li:+ SyntErs?

The Pclitical i:rugraultc ;f thc i,{ay Grcup statencnt dir-t nct
bec;ne thc guid.ing threao cf unity that ';e iraC hcpeC for:, Thr,-:u3;hout

thi-s l-asi y€ar ue have bcen'-1':itinrter-1 b)'e cui,l:ign tir ach'i eve
i-rnly cne c,f its s;atei1 air-is -tUnicn to be financially, loliiically
and c:nstj-tuticn:,11y autonc'irious I , ,11N]1crrt Coubt this cairpaign has
absorbecl ruch, if n:,t too r:uch, llf ':ur colli:c-b|l'c anergy. ji full
assessilent ,f thc caiti:aign is illplssiblc h.cre . .IndecC the issue is
stiil not Ccci,fccl , To irake a 1:re:-tature juil3cilcnt;n '';h:t is, I
believe, thc }rn;lest single issucr cailp&ign t., h,:r''c heen '.la3cC at
LSE, r'rculd be unr,;ise. :]venis l:.ter r,his ycar (Sur-u-:er 1972)'Jr even
at the beginning of thc ncxt aciliict:ic ycar i,rl"y r:riica1ly alter the
course l,f things, i]cilcv*r, at thc i-r::esent sia.;e';f ileail';ck and

stagnati:n, it ni5ht bu uscful t.-, cunstruct r l::Ll,r.ncc sheet (;f r,ul
activitres. Firstly, i:h;t l.ras the lositive si,ie cf -bhc cai:1;l:ign;
ri,lhy r,;ere 'rJa comect cn ei.:barking cn it?*

(")

The issue :,irs clca:r r,nC- '';c v;ere :si'iln, 'tire ra,-1[t s';rt t'f
questions - lihu shcuir''i c,,ntr-'1 -i;rr'- 'Unic-,n?

It ';as a stuclent iss*;p uul strug3lc, i'e ' l'uch ncarer tc
the stucLentst u-r.;n situatin tiran su-;i;i:It fcr ';n cxtcrnal
s trugglc

fi; c.,riciu.i-l ih-'.t ';.:th (':) r-n.- (lr) '-;i I r':r-'li1y 1'a1 t:
supirort a!-rons ihe studcnls. fhc i':ntastic elccti-'n rr:sufts ancl

th!-a'iori-ni 'lf ilobilisati;n f''r the Dccc'lbci: Eth tlay of
licti-nt sec.-rcC tc c'nfirn tiiis.

The nati;;nai situation ic:it :L tgilicllity ril,-i si,;nificence
ir., the LSE strul;glc.,,ftcr :i11,';;hiir ;;. rcre fiShiing cctuaJ-1y
-.r:-s the Thaichcr pr;p';slis r''s'bkrcsc ,;crc -,;ilat re afreaCy had

at LSE.

1. Back3rcunc inf-ri,iatilrn: In Cctcbex-L97L, thc stuCents linj-cn
vcted & nel; ccnstiiution rakin3 ine unicn indepelr'1ent of thc LSE

authc;rities. The folJ-,ui-n3 r:cnth, thc s'-,cia1ist slciety s-b;:r1

candidc,tes in the allnual union elcctl,rns 3-lYoc:lting unili:.teraI
actron if thc auth;ritics refusetl to ,rcce;;,r i;hc nci' constltution.
They r,on all pcsts in a 1::,nc1s1ic1e 'rict;ry.

In }ccenber, -bhc scnccl Govern..,rs rofusoi to ratify t):re nc*
cunstitution. ,ifter Christi-ias thc Uni-on Ccuncil rssigneJ en nasse,
an6 the Union dec13.rer1 in,lepenclcncc unilatcral-ly" ,in i:ecu1'atirn
n.rs scheduleul t; cuinciiLc *ith thc iirrrss i{US Cenons-brrtiln un

January 21rd,. Iu:r,l'iately ;id:r.,-rs inclruccd the ba,nk t: f]]ecz"- Unicn
fun,:'ls anc'l he l:a,-i thc ie1c.-.hr';ncs cr;t cff. The,ccull:ltiun;as cnly
partially successfu-I-, attractin3 fc; LSE sturicnts"

fhe.sccunrl. r.:ncl thir.-1 terus drag,3c-.d on inc-,nc1usively, i;itl1 i-ruch

1e3a1 anil ;:o1iti-cal uranSling, ifegctiatlr;ns bcc.]i-ie aea'Jlockerl.

(,i )
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(u) SocSoc iqas united r.'n the issu-e (quite an achiever:ent)

ancl i3ave an ei-r of aggrcssiveness tc the carrpaign,
particularly over such things as con{.iuct ',f neSutia-
tions - alr,lays an area in ''chich ll:uCeratesr are at
hone and have a tendency -bo I sell-outr .

iior,rever, cn tha negative siCu 'lere the fclloting points,
.;hich havc er:erge..l lore clearly rs the struggle ccirtinu-ed;

(")

(r)

Alihough the qu-csti,-n ;f contrul is clear cut, the
back3rci-urcl t..: this 1;articular issue 1s cxtrei:eIy
colrplcx. In the bcginning, nubcdy kne'; the actual sit-
uation :s regarcls financei cJnstitution, 1a';, etc.
These havc hi;C t, be fearnt ihroq3h strug3lc" ('micfr is
a sicle-rcuark cn eCuca.ti-on ani.l lcarnini-l!)

It i;as stil1 cssentia,lly a tclei::"n'f I canpai3n and thcrefore
tencl-ed tu lcave ile'-,]lle uninv<.rlved. Jnggrossive tendencies
to direct action (Ulf , ctc. ) hclpcC tc <,r'ercu'ie this.

,le .r,erestinated thc interest an.J. corlliitl:ent anon.3 students
to the Uni,-.,n. It ,,,tas p.;rhaps here that i,c i-irde i;ur nost
seriuu-s error. ;,lhile the LInion cluesticn is ncarer to
stuients than, say, vorkersr struggles i-,r racisi-t, it is
stili not a ;lcriiiLnent cr evcn relcvant qucstiln to riany
students. The a.lienatj-i;n of stuJeni lifc i-iay bc expressecl
throu3h the aslrcct of ciissatisfactiun ,;itlr the lInion,
but this is not the causc ;f thrt al-ienati-on" Hcnce
v;hatever liappens t- ffif:[nion -,l.i]I n,.,t affcct fr:ndar:ental
pr;bl:r-is (see r-rel.;r,;, Siiucation Stucly Gr';sr;,

:ifc i-indercstinatec'l thc reacti-onary n;:ture .,f thc adciis/
Finer geng. Ilence, r:ven uhen ue ch:.n3ed ;ur Cerands froi:
ttctal autonorgrr tu tfu1l autcn;r-ry alli-,;e{ by lar;r,
i-nsistencc irn tctal , ali-rost totali-tarian, po;ers left us
a littlc strand.eJ..

(c/

(.1)

(") :,ie ircver ca;,ie fully t.; i-;rips uith certai-n baslc
qucstiunsr c8. the relnti,n betuoen pr,,litical anC

Linanqial autcncny; r"nd alsl thc ,;itler qucsti:,ns of the
r:1e enil general functicn r;f an inil.epcniient r-rnion,

,r1th:;u,;h the issue is stil1 in r-1ca,J.1cck, cirtain favourable
gains can be Clscernei1:

Our pulitical- r;.-,si-Lir:n has been, on the :;hil-e, i-i.ncha11enged.,
i.io rrght-rling ',r lir",,r-t'cratcl e iei-icnt ltas jaincd enou3h
su;;pJrt f,,r ii-lcas lf a rseli-outr. The ce 11-;;pse ;f the
LS.l tlii,Jeratest has pcrhaps been u uniri-ticcd but decisive
phenuilencn in the ;ast t*u years. It has cuntributcd to

(i)
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the change j-n nature i;f Uni-on nectings and ;:olarlsecl the
political c&aps thus laying bare nore clcarly the fi:rrda-
nental issues.

The ir.dans/tr'iner clique have boen cxposecl for what they are.

(i-ii) The olcl ,nays rf the union have, hopeiully, been dcstroyeC
foreycrr eG. it shoul.l ncr,l be inpossible to return to the
alncst t..rtal c1t.,r.iinat1,,n ;f the ;rresi-c1cntial office an,.1 the
l:g[igg. of a rr;tating chalr;:an has n:u becoue accepted.

(i") 'i/e havc not bcen si.iasheil. *rlthough tirls is nainly because
ine never launchecl into an all-cui; confrontatir:n, ii is still
true that the left (.Jespitc ,iifferences ovcr the r:ccup:rti.on)
is not bittcrly dlvided end crushed as it.;ras after 1968/9.
Iherc is siil1 enerijy left to lenoeuvre :ind, hopefully,
pcsitive lcssons vlill- b:: dra-,,rn for ncxt year.

It is clear birat these are afl i:ssentially nci,;ati-ve gains,
and that the basic issue of uniun autcn,-;rgr has yet to be ,i,'ln. i{u',tever,
it is neoesc&ry to take into acccunt ail asi:ects .rf the strug3le and.
that has been the p-trriluse,f the p-buv€ balance sheet"','hat is al-l
I r,ro,uld like to say arocui the ccnstiti-rtion car-rpai5n. A CetaileC
description a,nd full anal-ysis "ri1l trl-1c. io bc d;ne elseuhere .

Parallel t; the ci.rnstitution cali;,-aiiin 'i,here has been a .;roilth
of other activities rihich seci-r encuuraging: ti:re .,;cnen's liberati...,n
grcup, thc c,J.ucation study grirup, iurlul Cevelopi:ents i-n thc cie'Jartl,rcnts,
eg, the S::c-Ailnin Co-op ancl ruithin thc J.,ar, Society.F;r ne the activities
of the erlucatir-rn stuill' gr.uu} hr.ve bccn the i:cst interesting and
significar:t "

The grcup ';as startc:l in tire first teri: by fcur stutlents
sc.iilewhat dissatisfied by thc ccnventionill left critique e,f educ:uti-on.
The fact that the .jrcu.p got uff thc gr,:trrril ,;,i,is an inr,Lication .,f
a change in SocSoc, frr C-rring the;;ast t,,ii: ycars aitei-rpts had been
nade tcr start :n educ'.lti,,n group, enJ thesc ha,ii ootla;rsec1 .'The
traditional response cf sccialists tc the c'lucati,,n qucstion has
been theLt a change in eiucati-;,n has tr, be c.-rr-rplc,i to a. cirani;e in
scci-et;. at large. Far frci-r bein.l a c,..,ncl-usii-n t,; iinyth-nije this ,;as
only a starting point fcr us. ,'lt i;hc core r.,f cur icieas ly-.as that iue
shourd begin our critiG,ue ,:f s',cic-by, bcth tirciretical r:.ni1 i:ractical ,here in the university because thet iias rhcre -,iJe r;ere. Trinks i;ith
other struggles, although necessary, uou1r1 lrave tL; c.trt-ie 1:1ter, other-
l";i-se there vu<-,ul,i be nctiiing hcre tl., link i,,ithi

The grcup has r,'rr:t farrly rc,lularly tlrroulJh;ut the year,
attracting a nucleus of al,rr:ut J tr: LJ people , r,Iic have discussed f:any
topics - authcrity in ihe classruoiie bhe r,;le :-,f the tleftr teacher,
the icleas of Ivan I}Iich, free schtols, titc ci,nn*cii..,n bctueen
sch.-,rI,in3 ancl the fabvur i,rarket altctu iiany uthers, Sl;r;ily, and iiith
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the help ;f pecple oui;sic1e LSE, r,;e have built up a c;herent thec;ry
i-rf e ..lucati,;n in capitalist sucie by centering around the key concept
of the s1,,11t in the cate3ury of 1l,bu6r into r,cntal anii ,.i:nual
l,torkers (ttri-s rlivisicn.rf i:lenbir-l ::,ncl l.ianual';ork -srll pr;'bably be
the last ancl i-:;st iiifficult aliun:-Ltion ti:at sccialisir ui1} have
to overcone).

But our ::ctivities hlve n,t bcen cunfin':J ti-; tire '.1cve1o1:-

i;ent of i,-i:gS, ri.ftcr Uhristnc.s ue be,_ian a rcheatinS carri:e,ignl to
encou-rage cc-i.pcrs.tive ,lork. The iclea vas tl cc,Iicct a library of
prst tutr-,riaI an':L cl:ss eSSt),yS thich s-tr-rcieni:s ct-;ul* b';rro:,'anr-L use.
,'.ftur all , -riiry sh,:ulii \iie care:rb'']ut tlte sai:c old qu-eslions ilhich
are h*nired out ;rcar srfter year? Scneb:dy cfse has ntisller.:ti the
question bef;re , s; r;hy tiirste cur tire cu,-ying out ansr;ers fr.,it
stanclarJ text-Lroolis? (fnis ltoi:rt :rf rlaplicrti-n t;tls brought hi-'i-re

by the ci,llcciii;n .=lf sc,c"i ulr,;y essays -;te receive'-i - ovcr 20 tere
cn -bhe sa1e qucstion!) Ou.r sci'rei,ie. rlas ai;:ed at r:lcieririnin3 the
essay-trea,luill .trr.C tl, encou.rage cc-..licration. Stu,rlents ivould also
bc. l-eft :iith i.r.rre tfree t tine tc.' fi,11o-l'; thcir trit]-I iniercsbs.

Sec-:nJIy, ,-.le heve intervenecr. irr thc cunsiituticn cani;aign.
,fe triecl , b;th bcfiire ani1. during -bhc ccclliiati'n, tc br.in3: cut the
eclucetir-,naI nature u,f this tactic. In i,ccupyinCr iie ilere;iot i;nly
strikin3 a bli,i; at ticlaris, bu.t',i'ere che1lenl;;ini;';hat nonnlly 

"lenton in bhc builiin3 day blr c'ia;r. Tkrc ttakc 'Jvcrr iiu'-rLr] give us:ln
r-rppcrtunity to loarn net tilings in a ncl, Ii&y. ,,ltfrc,ugh thrs a1r'rays

hairpened is crcculr,lti-ns1 fie llere trlrin'r; tc liive this iL:plicit
as1-r\ls1 an explicit exprcssiun. In connccticn ir;ith thisr liie arranged
a 1ar6e r:ecting/dj-scussien in cducatiun uri capitaiisi-r Juring tlie
oCcupati-onr ',nhich pIi:VeCi very Successful - ncve:r llcfure hr:'..l JOO
pcoplc rlana3c'-'. tJ cun,,1ulct a thrue'hcur '-liscussr';n in thc i{li;
Theatre i;i-thout a chairu6,n. Tracliti;'n,'11 iirouils like the I-i;iG (see
neri irl,:lefficd us f,r holriin.g r:uetin3s on el'lucatir.rn
frffiof on t1:cliticst, (mrt. fc,r ira,litirnal- i;iarxists; the
reletion ',retrieen eilucati.in :r,n,l politics i,ray be ,::t;tresscc i-n
traditi.,nal categurles in thc follr-.rr,iin1i iu.iy - the chan3e in the
t.rrganic ccrp-sitiun cf calital since the i;ar has increasc'.i ti.ie

'lenanil fir lental rel-,"tivo -lo ;-ianual labour b;,th to i-nnl6e the
1,r3,1,'luc't i.,n l.jrJcess i-tse1f aryI ti-r lan..rge thc inc::easccl ccnstLi:p-
tiun ::nd 1eisurc tir:e .-,f tl:re l,rb-ur fuTCC +utsiie .l:{giuc bi.cn, :

eg. eilucaticn, ailvertisi-n3, state apparetus, c'ic. Thc incrcasing
inte3ra,tiun ,:f r;,-,r1<..:ncl schr-icl, airl tirc incrcasc,l c<t:inati.;n'of
irental labiur by capital (anC thc subsctl:-rJni ri:rolctr.rianisat'icnl
r,f 1nte1leciual "urk) is experi-cnceC i:y th* st*dcni through the
asi-)ect ;f aath,;r:-ty. Stru.Ggl-e a3ainsi thc authoritc,rian rel:rtiuns
rnd functiuns of ihe sch.oI systei:i is, then, trtthe salic tiue part
-.;f the stru,,;gle for the ilcncral- er.r,nci-pati;n rrf ]abour: I'fighting
the class -';ar un the cducc,t:-,rn fr.intil rs it uere.)

liei.ibers .;f the educati.n stucly 3ruu! also cc-upera.ted uith
0xfori Soliclarity iir the pri,Lluctii)n uf :u l-eaflct ti'Iho C.,,ntrcls
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Yfiroj,r?t , uideley cistributed at the }J.US i]eilonstration on January 23td,,

The theiie of the leaflet r;as th.-',t, v;hile the canpaign for u'nion

autonorqr ra'ised thc ccrrect questil,ns' 'questi';ns of ptri';er anci contr6tr-'

the +rea of stu.Sent unicns,ras n';tthe i.rcst il:prrtant area fi;r strug3le'
0n1y by raisln3 the questi,n cf rautunoriy in the c.lssrcuilr cculd ':;e

i:rakl ogr critique bcih i:ernanent anil relev:.nt tc all students.

The .;roup did nut restrict itself to criticisi:i, hotlc-/er.

liany rrenb"r" ..,nri instrui:ental jn forling altcrnative classes r'nC

atter:ptin! t.., put our iileas ;.br:ut ccllective learning i-nio practicc'
i\,[uch experii:entation reirains t,,.r be il.;ne in this ficlcl (see ab;ve),
although the very cxistelc; af thcse classes is a3:lin si-'ilcthing nen
t^ T citrUU !JU.

I{ence, fur i-le, l;ru}itics I anrl I ed'ucatiunt have bcen

synthesisecl throughoui i-y thirrl, yetr. i,'y efeirental 'Jissatisfaction
rlrith the exar:inaticn sysien, anJ i-.ly icic:ls a5out alterni:]'ive learning'
has been cui-trlei,snted 

tby a Jerreloiri:ent.f Ly,lolitical idcas. l alsc
,letect a general cirrnge in this clircction, cer.Lilinly li; LSE, but el-so

over thc.rhcle ccuntr!; a.lthuu3h hot,; f1r this is correct, and to "'lhat
extent riy cxperienc.s are nct just an isolateiL i-rhenot-;enon, can only
be jucl3ed by thcse uho reacl thls cssay'

tonly the truth in your own fist will
make You master of this earth"l

Wilhelm Rei-ch'

This has been a personal account, and the conclusions
drawn are j-nevitably also personai ones, Hence my interpretation
of events, even my *"*o"y of events, will certainly clash with
others who have been at I,SE over the same period of time. However,

because our experiences are social as well as individual, a
relating of one personts experience may ttune int with other
peoplels,and.he*ncemayhelptoraiseunderstandingallround"
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N0TES 0N 'IIjg_1,rr.FT-l'iT1{G Il,iliGE 0F I,SE

it. So.nehor;, l,SE has ,1-ained the reputl.ti;,n of being left-ning.
'*hile this ua,ri be true insufar as soj.ie of the stuJenis are
ccncrtred, it is totally f:::1seas ::c,;arcls the staff. ldot only
mere fe-il acadei:ics pre;u,vgd tc contest tire disnissal uf
iilack-burn and Bateson, l:ut uost 'f the:-i shucltler just at 'uhe
thcu.ght th:t tircrr Seniur Cui.ti.ton llcoi.i iril3ht really bec;i-ie
cuiu-un. The ;revailin3 ilieclo3y of thc staf'f sceiis to be liberal-

. bureaucratica ,,ith a tenil e.ncy tu r'e'r:ianisr, Fabianisu is
sinply a Sritish scft versii.;n ,. f St:llinisi-i. Both have a.n

und;riv{ attachr:eni tc tThe Plant, anri bi;th ;bhor thc self-
activity .-rf the r-,asscs" It is n.; ecciCent th,lt Beatrice and
Sji-'-',rrey i{ebb (tSEts fuunrlers) tli.'l :-ruch tu popularise and
defen* Stalinisi.r in tiicir book: Sr:viet }iussia. "ii Nelir

Civilisatiun.

B. LSE ecailcllics 'cho have tcstifieil ;3alnst stuclents i-n c;urt
include: Kenneth Boiu'ne, Roy Bridge, Pcrcy Cchen, Il:trold
Edey, Charles Jacks;n, Alan I'ius,3rcve, Sa.luel- Panter-3riek,
Geoffrey Siern, John i,/etkins, Peter \,iriIes, Liichael Brcn'','rich,
anii Bernard .Doncu,3hee,

C. F,'-.,r details ,,f all pest clirectors of LSE see tSc,ciol-o.;y of
the l,SEt in the .l3itrt'or filcs in the LSE librery.

I. The i:ist rccent cxe.nple .,f acatLelric hypccrig). ;ccured ,luring
the c;-,nstitr.rti-n ca:,lpaign. LSE staff pcrslstentiy elaii: tc
believe in cci,ii:unicati,;n anil c,;nsultr.iicn i.s a i-rsnil,cea for
all ills. But uihen thc uni..n council circuli-.tecl all ;.renbers

;of staff se.reral iays before the .-)ccui-'ttion, invitinl3 the:r' !f,,r atten,,l a ..iecti;i.;; ti, iiscuss the crisis, cnly tivclve
bothered ti turn up! (Sii:ilar invitati.,rs t-- libiary anci
se,cretrrial staff pr;dr-rceil enthusiastic responses. )

ita i;'flrat they sairl:
1) trii/e cirn justrfy ir'",,ternl1isi:r if it can ,3encrai-Iy bc saicl

to be Lr" Ireparatirn fur freecli:nrr - L,.,,rd Rubbins
(CheirLan if the Ci,urt uf rJovcrhurs) Freodo'r anrl Order.

(Z) It :-s chili-',ish t- cx;,ect .rn rnstituti,-.rn such as the
LSI tc jec;;-rarCisc its 1un3-teri,r ccurse ;'f consrst.-nt
tlrosress" basctl -n 3163rs ;f rei-ilirkabl-e intcllectual
effurt ;nd achievci-:ent, by in,iefinitely t;leratinl; the
iler.n anarchy lf thcsc nut oven relti,teljr connectecl

" rith its intern:"iionalfy rccugni_sed contribuition to
iianhind.tr 1i1",L Dcvletogi.ou (Econlnics leitarti.ient),
Ti:icg ., Oct 'bcr 1!68.
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3) rrOn llay 1st, 1959, T,S:lrs crir:inul;3y irrcfcssor,
Terence l.[orris, ti-ild the C,-r.ll-lons Select Col:,^rittee that
LSE rebels cxhibiterl itcntal ilisturbances ciraracteristic
of lan;ri fix:tilntr' .- Paul ilcch, :icailcnic F:reecl..,Li in ;icti.:n.

(+) ilo..,,in their polier rclatii;ns r;ith eich other British dcns
do set the r.;crk: a sltining cxal4:le . ".l.'ie shall harclly
fincl a n.;rc perfectly ,3,:verncd sccicty than a Br:-tish
rmivcrsityrr. Put:r'.*i1cs (,ic.,n.,;iics }c1:t), .'narcry-a,nq
Culture.

(:) I'stutlcnts h:.ve no e:iperiencc cf life i-ir cf the precarious-basis
of such civil-isat-ir,n as 'rre havc. They arc suppcrte.J in
conceptuai *;;<ury. .An,,', i-i; is even crlCer thEr.t the ,rost
chrcnic irr;,r:ll-i-scrs sh'.-ruld be scci,llo3ists, bccause thcir
sense ,f rutragc cl.n cnly be lxlsecl un an inclr,ll:rcity tc
understand any sucicloily. Th*b is ,l;hy they i,urn suciuloary
int,; iclacltsllt :n.l jusi;if;v thciiscltres"rr lavitl l,'h.rtin
(Sccicl';gy Dept) anar:ch}-. ,:.ncj Cultf1re"

The abr-;vc qu'-itation is r-.pruLiuced cxactly as it appeared in
the first editi,n -f this;ai:phl-et,.ri felr';uecks after it iras

;:ublisli.d, I reccived. a. letter fror Pruf. iiarti-n" tifter
colparin3 i:o tc the Swiss Lnabaptisi;s (ir',. s-,." llays a
health-v c,Jriillii-rent l ) hc ccntinucrl e t'I u j-sh ycur ht stility
to the prinre.l urrcl dicl nct cxtenil to i-;isqu-tiir3 uo. I ai-i

not the ati-thir of bne ;-ianglcd llcnscnsc I an creiliteil uith
in yoi-rr acccunt -f ;'si11' schi.rlarly tre-,zail at the Sch;ul. r.
notice ir-u alsc c-.i-ti;lain that I h*vcnrt ;;rit-bcn tc y,-ru'
Iti.t efraid. tirerc sec:-ictl liitle point in di-,inl:; su. The
Catholic Church h:s a cate-qury -,f pcrs;ns ilcscrlbeil as
linvincibiy ignorantt and alJainsi; such the i::ersistent usc
i;f raticnal suasirn is reSaraeil as * r;urk of supererogation.l'

Thc lgni.,rance is i;irc prlfcsscrts.Ihic lrcrcls rliiotcJ abovc
sten0, They can r,c frund in t:.is esls.ly'r'Ihc lisslluticn c,f
thc iionastricsr' .;n ;t:rgcs 5-6 cf the bculc hc ctlited,
rinarg.ry-*"{-qi4j,qrc (R.cutle,J3c & I(c,3an Pau}, L969),

Prcf . i,lurtln can, hi;r,;ever, take c.ns,.;,i-a,tion in thc lcnt;.;ledge
thi-Li thc Catiiolic Church r.iluiii rcgaril his nj-stal<c cnly as
a veni-al sin i

Published. by SOI,IDARIII (London) , c/a 27 Sandringham Road, London M'I1i.
November 1972"
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Answer FOUR questions, at ]-east TWO of which are on the paper

tlf a question is r.^rorth doing, i-t cantt be done in forty minutes. If
it can be done i.n forty rclnutes, then itts not worth doing. I Consid.i:i"

Eithe:' (a) Assess the contribution of Victor Serge and Margaret Mead

to eaucation theoryr* or (U) rIn examinerst hands stud.ents cease to be
hi.storical actors in thej-r own right. I Discuss "

How valid i.s the concept of fail-ure?
What evidence Coes recent survey research provi-de regarding the reasons
why a paper would be considered a first at one unlversj-ty and a failure

tr tEducation +F the -pBiate of the mid"dle classest" Compare and contrast
this concept to the one of requal opportunity in eclucationr: which of
these two concepts can better explain present conditions?

6" lrihat d.o you understand by the term funderstandr?

?" tThe seeds of Fascism are to be found, not in the organ-i-sation of force
but j-n the organisation of the schoolt. Discuss with reference to the

B" How far ooes the fact that one never sees an examination paper after
one has written it contribute to Nhe interest of the activity?

9. Discuss the role of creati','ity in the examination room" ,

10. Who deterni-nes the syllabus? To whal extent can one .satisfaciorily
answer thj s question at ei,L4gg the local or the national level?
Discuss rriith reference to any one socio-economic systern.

11" tsuccess i-s a nineteenth century inventioni. Discuss.

12. Outline the functionalist nature of present education" Why is knowledge
of the functional nature of education not conducive to the control and
manipulation of students?

13. When d.id. you first realise thaN you r^iere superior to 95% of the rest
of the population?

* Neither Victor Serge nor I'targaret lvlead. ever went to school"



FURTHER SOLIDARITY PAMPIILETS

THE GREAT FrrN? SrT-DOhrN STRrl{E AGATNSI SENpR4r_MggqEq_LZ6:7. by }i.Llnder."ffi 
new strike strategy" 1op.

CEYLQIV_:. SiiE ,I.V.F. UPRiSING. Therofficial-r left in power puts down an
insurrection and mainta: ns a reign of terrcr. How Britain, Russia, China
and the USA achi eveC unily io suppress an ui;risj-ng, ?-rp

THE IABOUR GOYERNI,trIIT Vs" TIIE DOCKERS 1945.j-j1??-:1" Governmental strike*
vol,III,No.4. 5p.

IIIEB NEW }4N&GFIFNT-. The Fishez'-Bendix occupation, with sone comments
on fact s in general-. 5p

AS t'lE DONiT SE-E fT. lhe conteniporary left scene and wha+- we feel is
wrong with j.t" 5p.

REVOI,UTIONARY ORGA,\fISATICN" A repri-nt of articles which appeared in
, 5, and of our ropen Lettsr tg I€.'(1968).

What iu ,rg! to, be clone" The l-ibertarian alternaiive. 5p.

SLIBSCiI| Pl-lohi -1-O 
SOLIDARITY

SOIIDARITY i-s a papei' i-oz: militants * in ind.ustry and elserrrhere "

It ei.ttempts a tot:,l- cri-tique of modern society, and a systematic
td-emystificati-on: of its values, id,eas, and forms of organisation.
Discusses what libertari:&rr reYolution is aiI aboul.

SOLIDARITY (Lonclon), c/o 27 Sandringiram Rcao,Send. fl1 novr to
Lond.on N"W,11.

the paper and

, and we will send. you a3.l forthcoming issues of
par:rphlets to that value"



SCL I DAR I'I-Y PAMPHLETS

-ggE_l€gNINc"_9i*!9gJ.Sli"$,{ ty Paul Cardan. tdhat is a socialist
prograam.e? The real contradj-ctj-on in capita]ist produciion.
Sociallst values. A re"-,stat.ement of sociallst obiectives. lhe cas€
for worke::sr maragenent of 1:roduction, 5p.

soclAruiM oR BAPglBr. ii'{. A redefinj-tion of socialist objectives ia
the h-ght. oi the events of t}:"e last )0 years. E*)Y.

THE CRISIS OF lr.CIDERrli SOCIETY by Pauj. Cardan" 'Ine interiocking crises
i" ,'roffir-*i";; -r*il;;;c".r;ali on, the farn:i1y, and reJ.ations
betwe.en the sexes" 5p"

IHB IRRATIOI'IAI Ii'I POIITIE by Maurice Brinton. How uodern society
cond.itions i-;s slaves to accept thei-r slavery" Sexual repression and
;ru-thori-te.r-ia-n conCiti;:ing - in bo"bh l'Jestern and Eastern contexts. 1op.

qS.-F+:E*-q.t.,{}j{ISl,l i:y Paul Carclan. Can a thecry whi;h set out 'not
only ic - tet'prei ftre worlc but to change itt be dj^ssociaied from
its l:istori cal- repercussions? 3p,

HISTORI': AI'ID ,eJ]VO],TJ-TI0N (A Cri ti que of Historical l,iateriaU-sm) by
?auf*Caidil: A fu;ffi;r enquiry rnto the runmarxist in l,iarxt. Can
essen'tial.-i.v capitailst conceptual .categories be appliec to pre-capitali.st'
aod ncn-capit-.rf ist soci-eties? 15p.

Tirq-pO. $_J_PjiryL 1871I by P. Guj-llaume and Ii'I. Grainger. The fi-rst
proleta:''j-an attenpt at total self-rnanagemenl, An analysis of the
vari-ous inierpre'i;aiions (fron l,larx t,o Trotsky). 5p.

.EEw__gt:_trRr{_iilsry rc J+rioNAL F,Orw. A
panphie;" lhe fl-ooC and ebb of the Geruan
and 192j" Tne sirengLhs and, weaknesses of
e.dvanced. indus'f ri ai e ocie iy " Bp.

I Sol=idarj.ty' (Aberdeen)
nevof[tion between 1918
the Workez's Counci.ls j.n an

TI{ESES OI{ Ti{E CHI}IESE REVOLUTI,OI( by Cajo Brendel. A rSo-lidarity'
,-::--:--
( -ii o e r G e e n,r p"ropir lE{. -How s ta te*"*pi t u.:-is m ( in Bo lsheviile;;E F-Arre
to Chua, Ihe enC of tl:e tCultura-- Revolutiont and the erergence of
the' ne;* slass 1Ap,

SOC ]ALIY _RES PONS IBI,E SC IBNTI S TS OR S O JJDIER-TECI{NIC IANS ?
se

The Durhan Resolution and j-ts aftermath. 5p,

POSTAGE EXTRA

The social
to scienti-gts,



SOLIDAR I-TY PAhIPHLETS
MQDFFN CAPITAIISM-AND REi/OLUTION by PauI- Cardan" A fundamental critiqueof the traditional left. The problems of ou-{ society (bureaucratisatijn,
political apathy, alienation in productionJorr"rrmption and leisure).
ttrhat are revolutionary politics tod.ay? 25 p.

9rM.w.u.: scAg u{Jo}I by Mark Fore. A close -t-ook at one of Bri-tainrs
biggest unions " Are the unions sti11 working class organi-sations ? 5 p.

sqaprNc ouT 'Tr{E POSTAT SrRrrcE
cribes a bitter, prolongea ana
industnLa1. struggle. 3 p,

STTSTECY.=TO,B INP.USTRIAT SIRUGGI4T bY
at.'the place of: rvork with ttre overalt
of production. 10 p.

rrm. woRicBs oEPosljr{ory
of the anti-bureaueratic
Pacty. BO pages. 20

by Alexandra
struggle of
p.

by joe Jacobs, An ex-postai worker des-
unsu,ccessful strike. Hor+ NOT to wage the

Mark Fore. How to link the struggle
objective of workersr management

Kollontaj-. A fu11y annotated account
1919-1920 within the Russian Bolshevik

ryqlist\DT 1921- by Victor Se::ge. An erstwhile supporter of the Bolshevj-ksre-exarr:ines the facts and d.raws dj-sturbing conclusions. 3 p.

I'EOfI. EOISHEVISI'i TO T;{E BTIREAUCRACY 1ry PauI Cardan, Botshevj-k theory anclpraiticeffinagementofpr:oduction.Anintroductionto
A. Kol-lontairs t The Vlorkers Oppositiont . 5 n-

Tdil" liRoi'l! TADT c o}fl',lg)ll
The first proletarian
unavailable doopr.rents

by Ida i"Iet,t. The ful1 story 'of the 1gZ1 events.
uprising against the bureaucracy. contains hitherto
and a fu1l bibliogz'aphy. 58 pagre" 2O p.

by Andy And.erson. The anti*bureaucratic revolution. Thethe lr,Iorkers Couneils, 25 p.
FTTNGARJ , ' 15.
prograr"ne of

Iru-*g$F.[Iry aIE ]IORIERS- coNIROt 1912-- 1921 (rhe state an6 counter-Revo1uti-on)t,yltauriontro1'orworkers,se1f-
manggement? The sto:'y cf the early oppositions, An anaiysis of the form-at:ve years of the Russian bi.reaucracy. 25 p.

WoRI(ERS C OiilTpJ r,s 
-.aND__qIE_Eq 

ol{ot lrc s oF sE Lr _ttANAcE . The libertariansocj-aIlst alternati've t" eaucratic state
:?r::i_r:::]. "rol_rlrkers' 

manasement of the factory to workersr maaagenentof society, 25 p.
(PosTAeE ExrRA)
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