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\trhich'Power Crisis ?
The recent Confrontation with the miners, which ended in anelectora]- d.efeat for the Tory government and i vtctory to t[eminers on the wages front, nigfifigfitotthe nature-of-the crisis ofBritish Capitalism in the't9?5s, -urrliioe the class "oiiiri"tl-i"-ii."Lg?Otr IF".recent lpisode was more than a battle over sharing theqake. It developed into a ehallenge to the authority of the-&ov-

lrnmentr ]ts Parlia-mentry majcrityl and its ,iage fegisfation. TheConservatives called for- an eariy- election beeiuse ihey betieved
Ili"v would be returned vr:.in ,n increur"d-*rl;;it;: in the eventtheyfound.therose1vesoutofoffice.-v-___!--.

r i.Tf.+: outcome has a number of economic, social and politiealiroplications which should be studied in oepth. uer" we'merery :

Ti,$. to, point.gut two particular .rp"-tr oi this crisis whic[",othersln the revolutionary rbrt tgnd to ilnore. First: ti:e-impa.i^-oi-'--direct-action !y_pebple working in industrv upon th; poriiics orpoth Unions and Gbvernment. Second: the mi,aning of this-pirii"ufurEstablishment d.efeat fcr British-rr"i"ty url-*Eof.. 
-

Over the ia_qt ten years direct_acticn by the rank and fire
9n. th.e shop-floor has d-eveloped. to sucir an extent that both t[;tg.b.our and the Conservative Farties have attempted to ciontain.itwithin a new framework of taw. The ,,jarioor'prij;;ri; (i*06["', -

lIl-f 1ace 0f Strif e', anc the Ccnservaiives' 'Indu.strial Relations
$et'-) vlere designeo-primariiy to trrreaten rirop-iio"r-*irit*iJ-*iir.
+:9,?1 pfl?recu.tl6n ir'lney orl"rt"ppuo-ir." Iiraits imposed by the newraws. I'hat today it is the Government itself which-has to'stepdirectlv into t[; rtt"*pi--ir-;;;ir"i-^inl shop-frocr indlcates thatthe.previou.s geans ^used'by the "*proy"rr and unions irave--b;;";;--inadeq[ate. It also inditates a 'cnahge in society-*iii"h the Toriesbaoly underestimated" Over the lasi deeacte there has been * gruA--ual erosion of authority in arrnost every a-spect of sociar llfe:naren|.;, , 

husbands , bosrlr r, union of ficills,r Foriticians, clergymen,scientists and even revo}]rtionary leaders fiave 
"n"ount"ied-a-E""o*-'1ng challenge tc their hitherto accepteo auttrcriiy. -

The successful exercise of authority in soeiety depends on itsapparent tegitimagy in the minds of th,ose who submit to it. Thecurrent erosion of authority indicates a change in those mincls.
]t,1s*the emergence of this-new attituder orr a social scale, rnhichboth rorles and Labour, Goverrl*"rrt irrJ u.rions, rrave-attempted
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but failed - to hold back. ft is the spreading cf these new atti-
tudese particularly amongst ycunger people, that wiIl provide the
impetus to future struggles and eventually to an alternative soei-
e tt.

Once any government decides to pass larlvs to curb industrial
action and limit wage claims, it +,rarrsf orms its role f rom that of
an i'ndireet mover in the class struggle to that of a direct par-
ticipant. Thus, when the ltr.U.lul" presented the CoaI Board i,trith a
claim rvhich exceeded the limits set in 'Phase Tirreer, ileath declar-
ed that the N.U.l4. was challenging the authority of an elected
goverrrment. The N.U.i.t. denial that their motives were political
was of no use: whether they liked it or noi, .whether they intended
it or notr any wage claim bxceeding tPhase fhree' liraits"was bound
to, be interpreted by the gove::nment as a direct challenge tc its
polltlcaI authority; Heath's faction within the Conservative Party
deliberately manouvered towards an electoral showdo-om ivith the
i{.U.M. and T.U.C" over the issue of tWho governs - Unions or Gov-
ernment?r Heath resorted tc unprecedented tactical measures such
as the three-day working vueek. The havoc it cau.sed to the economy
,he considered an acceptable price to pay for an electoral victory
which would give the Tories an increaieO majority and so reassert
their authority as rulers" Others in the Conservative Party pro-
posed Brr:tarrangement' with the miners so as to keep the ecbnbmy
going even though this might be a blor,,,, to the Governmentrs auth-ority. Heathrs view prevailed; yet in spite of modifying his
tune from rGovernment versus Unionsr to the all-embracing 'moder-ates versus extremists' , tlre Conservatives found themselves outof offlce.

:

This outcome has a signifj-cance which most of the electorate
are probably unawarp of. Thrs stems from the particular role of
the Conservative Party in British society. It is this party which
was d.omlnant in shaping British society, it represents the domin-
arrt class: the domrnant ideology, ihe dominant motivations. Never
before has it been so divided, confused, discrientated, its self-
confidence cracked, its self-image bluried.. Never before has it
lost an election over the issue of twho governs', lrfhat are the
Tories to assume now? That the Gcvernment cannct govern when it
comes to a vrages issue? That thetextremistst have defeated thetmoderatesr? As the Tories have always identlfied their Partyts
interests v,,ith those of rthe cou.ntryt, rrhat is to become of tthe
countryt now thatr &s cne Tory put- it, trthe electorate has let the
c0untry dor,rynrr?

In our view Britain is novr entering a period, of eeonomic,
social and political- instability. This-res-u.}ts from the d.ecline
of the ruling class, of its values, motivations, authority and
ideology. Organically linked to this decline of the ruling class
is the emergence of new soeial attitudes - vuhose fruits the Indus-
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trial Relations Act was vainly intended to hold back. The challenge
to the authoritarian structure lf eapitalisn remains, and vre believe
that the Labour Government's attempts to cope r,vith ii will fare no
better than ihe Tori€st .

r\trether the strr-rggle of the new sccial attitudes against the
old ones- takes place in the home, school, ccllege, officer cr fac-
tory, it is one and the same struggle. There will b'e many pore
battles before the ner,ni social attitudes assert ,themsB1v,eq a:q'ian al-
ternative"society (an alternative not merely to;..!Vesterrt sbci_etles,
but also to those in the East). Yet if there is one si-gnificant i

Iesson to be remembered, in al-l these struggles it is that 'the arena
where tlre actual outcome is decided is not the electorh"l campaign
1n Party, Parliament or Union, but in the home, school, and on the
shop-floor itself. Elections at best. serve to ratify what has
alread.y been Yrlon.

mlm,i & US

Becently several left bookshops have been ge:Iling an
Aroerican paper called 1l'l9r/./ Solidariiyr whigh is published
by the NatlonaL Caucus of Labor Committees" Activities
of the N.C.L.C" .include its self-proclaimed'rOperation
Iaop-uprr of the Anrerican Communist-Party, ' Tliis tock,the
form of physical attacks on indivldual C.P. members cuI-
minating in a confession f rom one member t.o. having been
tprogrammed' by CIA/British Intelligence teams to assas-
sinate the N.C.L.C. leadership,

Becent articles 1n 'New Solidarity' on the "r""utistate of tsritain have come up with the information t-hat
tThe Observert supports Enoch Polvell a;rd has called for
military dictatorghip: a.rld that during the recent crisis
oid people vrere being dumped by police vans in London to
die in the streets.

, .,YIIe hope that none of our readers were ever in doubt,
but just in.case, we would like to make it clear that
rNew Solidarityt does not and never dld have arrything
tc dc rrith us.

A Case for Treatment?ItIt is not only as though the vanguard of anarchy were at }oose in
the world...There are people about who hate eivilization because it
existsl...they are the enemies.not merely of our national exlstence
but of the inner spiritual essence of our national life. They hate
us very much, but most of aI1 they hate anythlng good about us."
The Times (21 March) on the attempted kidnapping of Princess Anne.
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rThe bourgeoisie"". is just as
necessary. a prec.ond:it_io_n of the
socialist revolution as the pro-
letariat itself. Eence a man who
says that the socialist revolu-
tion can be ,more easily camiqd '

otrt :in a country' becausd although
it has no prol'etariat it haA no
bourgeoisie el.,thei'r onJ.y proves
that he has stlII to lea.rn the
ABC,of sooiallsm;t - : ,:

Lin Piao, in the course of the

Rosa Lrrxemburg, in the I PoU-sh
Polemi-c t w'ith Ienin

The foundati-on d.ocument of the
sPgB

fhe Chai.rman of the Confedera-
tion of British Industry.
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The"Chairman of the
cultural S6ciety"

tYou admire the delightful varietyt
the i-nedraustible wealth of nature.
You do not'demand that a rose sbould
have the same scent as a violet, but
the richest of a1-1, the spiri-t, is
to be allowed to exist in onl:ir'one'
f orn? I am. a humorist,=Eut-TEE-3.a,w
orders me to'write serious3-y. . I &ut

bo1d, but the law orders ny styJ,e to
be nodest. 'Grey and nore Breyr that
is the only authorized colour of
freedon. Every dewdrop i.n which the
sun is reflected, glitters w:ith an
ineryhgpslib"J.e digplay .of qo.1or41s, but
the sun of the spirit nay break into
-e-ver..so many different individuals
and objects, yet it i.s permittedi to
produce onl-y one.colour, the official
:colour. The essential forn of,the
spirit is glglgi fi.E!!, and you; make
shadows its only proper nanl-festition;
i,t must be'dressed on3.y'in-bIack, and
ydt there are no black flowers, I i

1 " Alexander Solzhenitsyn

2. Pablo Picasso

3" Karl Marx

Royal H:oribi-

(ce)
ANSWER : page 12
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LHE 
,GOOD 

OLt] DAYS'

as evidence for or agai-nst particular points of view. These are often
,,out of context and superf5-cial., if not downright incorrect and ai.sleadj-ng"

:- I was born in 1913 and. lived most of m;r life in the East End of
London, where I was active in the wo:'kj-ng cIa.s,s uovement, up to the out-
break of the Second hlorld. l^Iar" After the war I returned to the East End,
9nry 3.eaving around 1952.

't:
I have attempted to remain acti're, always finding it necess4ry to

change ay opia:Lons as new situations eaerged., or new evidence came to ny
notice, which r,ade ne J-ook aga:i-n at my experiences and assess them anew"
tRevisioalsmt j-s a dirty *ord. for soml rplliticosr. f'or me it is an
essenti-al element j-n my development and understand.:Lng. 

,

While I was a Marxist-.Lenir:.-tst, beU-eving in the need for a vanguard
party, I always Looked. at things with this in rnind" Now that I have come
to believe that vanguardj-sn lead.s to a new form of control and exploitati.on
by those who become the flead,ershipr, I prefer to look for those activities
whj-ch point to the growth of self-activity, autonomy, and. the self-nanagenent
of struggles.

When peopJ.e try to compare capitalismrs preseni difficultj-es with
those of the !2Os and ']Os, they fail to see the very different nature of
the problems. fhe General Strj-ke was not about peopJ-e tryi.ng to raise
their -stand.ard of l-j-ving by fighting for wage increases. It was a struggle
against the attempts of "rptoy"ru rra gor"rr.**nts to carry out savage'*igu
cuts. Mass unenpJ-oyment meant a surpJ-us cf wage labourers competing for
few jobs. Today the situation is d.j"fferent. Lj.ving standards - in ttre
naterial sense - were so pool: as to make any comparison with present stan-
dards meaningless. Tbe General Strike hras carefully prepared and delibe-
rately provoked. It 1ed. to the defeat of the whole Sritish working class
and made thenr incapable of resisting the attacks which followed, during
the next ten years.

this was the period. whan the Oo&ounist Party was growing 5-n influence
throughout Europe, when workers lookecL to the Russian Revolution and the
Soviet Union for l-eadership. What did they get'i Russian foreign poU-cy
und,er Stqlio was trying to drive a. wpdge between.the rj-val imperialisns in
ord.er to. rbuild socialism in one countryt. Ihis meant rdi-plomacyr which
sacrificed. the workerst struggles and revolutionary aspirations in ordeg
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to buy tine to develop Ruseian mj-iitary powcr" 'r't.aiso meant giving time

for Fascism to grcw and for:he *eveicp,r,ent,of its m:ilitary forces" stalinrs
;;; ;f-;rr"-cor*rraist rniei.naiional- ,.u * tool of Russ:an foreiga po]jlc5l' 1ed

to the surrender r:f the Ger'tian Coi:tnunis+; Pa"rty tc llitler wj'thout a shot

being fi-red. It 1ed. to the o.efeat of th:: spa[i-sh Revoiution'

, communist Partiee in France, Briiain and el-selrhere cynically followed

the. twists and turns in.si;a-li-:rrs po]-icies to che detriment of thej-r own

supporters and the wi:rli.irg :ias;; it";t si.rimed ia :'epreseni" They endorsed

Stallnts:shev; t::ial-e? a:lC. tire eystc':rnatj-c execution cf many of the old
Bolsheviks. ,rhey den-ied- ',.:he o-r=f,*r.(:-,e of conceniratj.on cam-05 u Russia in
*hich nillio:rs, iaclucillg l:ia:-l' rercl-u-;:i.lireries, los-b tirej-r lives" They

oa11ed. :he socj-;:.1--Den:oc:a-t= t soc:.al--i.ascj-sto t vihj-le in some cES€-q actually
cooperating wl+"h ;]re r\:a"z::.s "

' After l{itl_er had. tiiumphea i;hey sr,v:ltcired. poiicies alnost overnight
and in-itj-ated firsS !,,:.:..,j,-tei'1. -'i:on-';r a:a ln-t:'e:' tpcp'..rlar fr;-rti movements"

This rnisiea p.ople ai:i-: pleverted i;hen: f:rcn thi-nk5-n5 a1rng class lines" The

effect was -}hat vro:'lcers -]-i-::,ed up -bch.l-nc1 bheir" r'especti"'e rul-ers" As this
continued., so tl.ici tire drj-ft 1;cwi:6s :-nper:,a1j.st l.rar.

This sci't of thing dccsrrrt cone frcr. i:'-o"rlhe:e' The oefea'i of the

Russj-an Revoluti-Ol irac- be5un l,i:-r r::.-,-''-;lc1 ti-,3ol-sh';vi-i*: pr-rt' c'own al1

forns of woyke:r.sr sel-f-n'=-na.qer::en-t -i-n thc-:ia" Ai; -bhe same time the Party

had opposed al.r a.r';oncmous fo;'ns of l;crking c).ass activity" Thj-s same

attitude was ai; -bhe co:r:e of every":.b.ir.g dcne bir tha cor:mun'isi Internatj'onal'
When StaHn coa;id-ered that ihe lcmnroi*t' i:ri'evn':tic::a-i- f:gh1 be i;oo hot

;;-;";;1", :-t :,ras systecat-n-ca11-v ':ncerm:-ncd and finirlly i-:'qu:i-dated"

I se-'.v all -i;i-j-s happ+ni-ng iri"?rou.{:. ;'<--a.lisi-ng the fr;}i irlpllcations'
I was hooked. on the lcea.:j1ai; idefe::.,cet ci] t}:.e.(6r:19| Unioa was -,;}:e only

.way to further the trrro:'-l-d rerj{-,1-t}tj-onE. T-r'c sacrifices tr're had' to nake were

,rnecessary,. Witb 1:i-r.'d;i-gh'r, I rtc';"' l,--]o"I nr:v,r ilitie I shared Si;alints
'objectives. But a+- 'che L:..ne r.rhei, j-:r-r.i-ied tc ioJio'1 1o::-c^ies '*rj-th whieh

,Idi-d'noi;agreer--:r''as1:el;;r-r''-'t-r''i'e'j"a;::)i;?;!^9i--l;ofc:':pu1s:ionfi'ori;hePartYtto
fol.low or. be bra::ded p.'i,::ai-i;c:', !es1;i.i;e iooub'r's in ry c:"in mind' concerning

;;;-;;";"r-""a m;ny o'fhe. ihi.::.gs r coiriiilr-isc in t:lte Pa-Yty because I was

stil1 in agreeuevt t;:-f,irl:h'eir riaj-n po1:lci-cs"

I-HE i f ivfriGCRi]ilru MUTi hJY

:L r^leil rernerflber ilh: i'r'rrt:r:Er.rrcio:1 li"-'r,-i.nJ {Sel:tcnber 15' 19i1) " Two

].eading mecbers of 'lhe Part;' vrent t'o l)rison' onu for J years' another for
eighteen months. Tirey v;ere t:rapped by Gorrerr:'ment agents in a ccmprcrci-sed

si-tuatlon. fhe Fa:'t;r r:a'-s tiuii;u-'*il-}:'ng to p:'esent ihen as victins of the

Governmeni:s a;tr-ons, ,.r,'ithcu+- maki-ng i-i cl-eai'they iiad had nol;hi-ng to do

with the Inve::'5ordo:r'ii'tut:-n,v" It su]""-d 'l:he Sovernrent i;o p:'oduoe these
lretis under the b:c;Eo a-s i;o i:nderr'ne thl"L',rue'-rha-ra3';er Of ih-e Mutj-ny

which was started, rtaragec.u F;iii. .,;-'-1'1'jr:d bhio'LlPli} hy* th'; rah--nss of the

Atlantic 9Leet.
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I got to kngw I,en wincott, ihe leading liett of the Mutiny, inti-

nately, -[his action was self-nanaged and. reached a Cegree of success which
no a*b,r:rt of I leadershipr from the Comnuni.st Party could have provided"
On the contrary, it would. nost lj.kely have. failed. miserably as did so many

othei struggles which they rledr, and in which I paz'tici.pated'" , ,

Th{E. HUNGER MARCI{ES

a field of activity which was rfleaningfu-'l- fc.rr:ne" r remember marchers from
different parts of the counbr;r bill-eted in schools, church halls and.in
peoplets homes. i"leeting them, and learning about the conditions ihey had
endured. r^rhere they 1ived., and how they had organised. tbe narches taught
1ne a great dea1. Irtre chatted. for hours in caf6s and in peoplets homes. It
wasntt all !politi-ca} discussi-onr or sermons from Party functionariest
although there was more than enough of that" The rn:ners from South WaLes

sang their songs, as did the Scots and. TynesiCers.

Ue fought with the police on many demonst:'atj-ons. It was always
ordinary folk rriho decj-ded the practical things on their own inj-tiativet
like who makes the tea, and where d.o,.ve sleeP, and hor,; can we nd-ni-mise the
effects of police violence or C-eal wj-th casua-lties, etc" .The lead'ers were
too busy issuing !directionsr or planning rstrategyr which usually had to
be ignored because things d.idnft r,rork out as they had forecast" lftren the
rank and file iiscuss plans, thcy alvrays ask ti^rhat shoul.d rve do?r. l,rlhen

leaders plan they alr^rays ask rwhat shoril-d. we te1.1- then to d.o? tr{erve got
to girre a leaCr.

Unforiunatelyr 1^re were or;ly too read.y tc follow our leaders" Those
who eriticised" founC themselves accuseC. of breakj-ng tthe unity of the
working elasst. They were caileC -3'nss 'like rutopianst , rultra-leftr t
rAnarciistst. !:ris sorL. of thi-ng lr'ag: very effective aL the time, when Old
Bolsheviks Like ZLnovte',r and. Kamenev i{ere being branded and liquidated.
Asking too man3r questi ons was more than enough to cast doubt as to your
orrr, ,"liability. If ?OIo Bcleheviks! could betray, night not there be

traitors' in our own ranks? St::ange a.s it may now seemt this was very
ef fective at the ti-ne "

TI.*IE FIGHT AGAINST MOSLEY
this brings me to the fight agai-nst Mosley, v''hich led to ny expulsion

from tiru-Cor*unIst Party in $1?, Feople refer to the rBattle of Cable

Sir""t' (October^ 4, lg16) as j-f it had been the d-irect result of Communist

Party iictivity and'l-eadership. Not raany know that the Party wls.opPose.4
to clnfronting the Fasclsts and the police'when Mosley proposed to march

through.the Jewish: are.?"s 'of East London.
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. It was on1-y after a bitter internal struggle that the Partyts policy
was changed, three days before the event. I remember the meeting at which
we received. the ner.r Party J.ine" It took place at the home'of ny $rifers
in-laws. We immediately conmunicated the new line to our members, who
hlere waiting in caf6s and other places where whitewashi-ng, leafleting,
etc " , was being organi-sed" It was around 11 p.m, The whole area was
alive with activity organised by many different groups, not least by
groups of people who came together in the streets where they Iived"

The change of Party 1j-ne was only tail-ending the decisions already
made by the or&J-nary people of East London. I was at l-ast ab].e to relax
and. get on with the real job in hand rather than trying to fight the Party
Iine. My previous instructions were contained in a note from the East
London Organiser of the Comnunist Party" It had rull as follows:

' 'tDear Joe, In case you come back, the D.P.C. has mad.e the .

following arrangements re iliosleyts March"
A Party meeting at Salmon and BaJ-J. and another at Piggott St.

in Poplar, i.e. near to each end of the march. Meetings to be
kept orderly. Avoid. clashes"

Loudspeaker van is touring area, advertising the meetings
Thousands of leaflets are walting at Carterts for immediate

distribution" I lea.re a copy here"
What Stepney must do j.s ralJ.y masses to each of these

meetings (nostly to Salmon and Ball).
Keep order: no excuse for Government to say we, like B"U"F.

are hooti gans,

If Mosley decj-des t9 margh, let him (my ernphasis. J"J.)
Dontt attenpt d.isorder (time too short to get a tthey shalI

not passr policy across. It r,.iouId. only be a harmful stunt).
Best see there is a good strong meeting at each end of march.

Our biggest troubl-e tonight rdl1 be to keep order and. di.scipline.
Push the .Party leafl-et around

Green are getting supplies too).
(287e1351

the crowds (Poplar and Bethnal

It was only when the people of Bast London, supported by tens of
thousands, had made i.t quite clear that they intended ruaking every sacri-
fice to prevent the Fascj-sts from rnarching that the C,P. agreed. to ,leadi
the fight. The C"P. has consistently claj-med the cred.it for the victory
ever since.
....: . ".--This was another clear case of people taking matters into their own

hands andimanaging their own struggles, only to allow some party - in
this case the c.P. - to take over and lead. them up the gard.en path.

f'. Lefitte
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I was secretary of the Stepney Branch C"P.G.B. tron 1933 to 1937,
during which time I had d.isagreements with many IocaI members who were
backed. by the London District Committee and by the Central Comnittee" The

confli-ct came to a head after October 4, 1936, when I was subjected to
strict disciplinary decisions and. much character assassination, lies' etc"t
before being finally exPe1led.

The Spanish Civil lr.Jar, particularly the creation of the Internatj.onal
Brigade, is another example of how the C,P, started by sabotaging and
weakenj.ng the moveaent, onJ.y to take it over, claiming all the credit and
ending up by subverting j-ts aims.

Some friends of nine were on their way to the Barcelona Olympiad
(to be held in opposition to the Olympic Games in Hitlerrs Germany). They
arrj-ved at the Franco-Spanish border on Juiy 1t, 1915. The revolt of the
army under Franco had already begun' They crossed into Spain and two of
them joined. the Republican Mj-litia i-n Barcelona. One of them ]ater formed
the tTom Mann Centuriar - an English unit - around the tine r,'then some

Germans and others were arriving in Spain" Units were being created from
among many foreign volunteers.

I received early news froffL tlry friend.s. Their presence in Spain was

reported in the Daily Expres,s, wi-th an editorial- condenning their actions

" iew days afte"-frEEffirEt" Despite aJ.l efforts to get the activities
of my friends reported in the Daily Worker, no mention of their activities
was made for many weeks to come

' In fact I now know that there tras great opposition tc any actions
which did not cqme directly as a result of Party decisions" I'Iy friends
were party members. When the flood of volunteers fron all parts of the
world, from many different political backgrounds, had become a fact of 1ife,
the comnunist Party of spai-n, und.er the d.j-reet control of the communist
International, began to take over these units which had been created by
the volunteers theaselves" It wasntt until- late November 1936 t]nat tlne

International Legion (iater International Br:-gade) was directly brought
under the control of the Conr.runist Internatj-ona1 by fito' The facts have

still not got into the hislory books. The Communist Party continues to
claim credit for the creation of the International Brigad'e"

once again, when ordinary people - rank and file - initiate a strug-
g1e which they seek to manag" lfr"*uelves, and this proves effective, the
parties arrive to try to take it over, In this case the c.P. succeeded'

We know how the international Brigad'e was used against anyone critical of
C.I, policies and dom:ination. We also know how the Communist Party con-
tinues to ctain credit for all the heroic efforts of a]I the volunteers
who fought in spain" we all know how the struggle ended"
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The intellectuals who became tfellow travellersr throughout the tSOs

were themselves ready to surrender their autonomy and abiJ.ity to think for
themselves. they got sucked j.nto the Stalinj-st arguments concernj-ng the
need for uncriti-cal support of the Soviet Un:ion against Fascism" They
were used by the arch-manipulators of the C.1" to provide some credi.bility
and respectability for all the diabolical things they were doing i-n the
Soviet Un-ion, to say nothing of their efforts to justify their counter-
revolutionary policies in Spain, Germany, Britain and France. ALl this
resulted in a massi-ve defeat for the working class movement"

THE PROBLEM TODAY
When I hear ca1ls today for a rGeneral. Strike J.ed by the TUCI or for

the tReturn of a l.e.bour Government p1ed.ged. to Socialist policiestr I know
that those who tstrategicallyr launch these slogans think they wi.1l benefit
from the d.isillusionment that will fol}ow. They hope that people wi].l
later turn to then for leadership" It makes my hair siand on end when
such manipulators refer to the great struggles of the r2Os and rSOs as
though this mass movement could be recreated., and as though this mass
movement was an example to be followed " The defeat of the revolutionary
movements of that period was paid for and is sti-lI being paid for in
countLess ]-oss of life and mountains of human mi.sery.

Things are very different now. The ninerst strj-ke (which ended with
t{ilberforce in a defeat for the government) and the present challeage
which the vni-ners have made to all governments, could not have happened
ln the conditions of the 193Os" The j-ndustrial struggles since the Second
l{or}d. War have found the workers far stronger than they have ever been.

Hungary aad. Poland in 1956, Paris and Czechoslovakia in 1968 are
j-nstances of struggles cond.ucted before Party leaders could take them over.
They have done more to challenge established socj-ety than all the masE
political movenents of the 193Os. To call on arlyone to repeat the actions
of the t2os and rJOs is to further a rnystification: that this period of
heroic struggle could have succeeded, if on1.y there had been rcomect
lead.ershipr. This is what is meant when the trad.itional 1ef t say that we

are in a tcrisis of leadershipe" Each group claims to be the only comect
leadership, and. al3. you have to do is join and fo11ow them"

The past provides ample proof that alJ- forms of Party leadership can
only 1ead. to a victory of the leaders over all those they seek to 1ead"
Capitatismrs problem loday consists of a deepening crisis of authority 5-n

whlch Trad.e Unions, Parties and Governraents ali over the world are findi-ng
it increasingly dj-fficult to control workers - manual and white collar -
as well as other social groups. I am not saying that capitalism does not
have its economic problems. I am saying that its major problems spring
more from the resistance and combativity of ordinary people who challenge



- 12-

the va.1ues of established soci.ety eve.ry day of their 1j-ves, than from some

i-nexorable economic laws which determine that capitaU-sm will coIlapse.
This is'not to say that r.he Revolution wi].J..not entaj-I a completely new
Ii-fe, which wi1.l inc1.ude a new type of economy not based on wage labour
or classes.

If we need to remember the events of the rJOs - and we do - it is
because they nust not be repeated" They happened. because we listened to
leaders, experts, wise men, statesmen, those with fixed ideas about how
the economic and political systen works, who thought they knew exactly what
we ought to accept, who offered to do it for us, r,rho to1.d us r^Ie couldnrt
get what we wanted by ourselves wiihout their leadership" 

i

tJe will onJ.y get vhat we v;ant when we are prepared to take the
responsibility for our own actions, combine wi-th others of similar views,
and reject alJ. tsaviours frors on hight. Stay on the ground" Insist on
managing our ol,rn lives where we wo:'k aad 1i-vee along with felJ.or+ hunans
who donrt seek to use us for their own se].fish ends. I know this sounds
utopian to those who thinh that human beings cannot change their mode of
behaviour. They do change. They have changed. If they hadnrt or canrt
we would have to face a'r}ew ,barbarism. I prefer to believe - and, there is
much evidence for ny belief . that we ,can 

avoid this.

l,Ie will - we already do - do th5-ngs for each other" We are social
beings as welJ. as indj,vidua1s, We need each other. lrle dontt need exploit-
ers, manipulators, those who seek to benefit personally at other peoplers
expense. We can begin to be the new human being right rlow' Without this
kind of being, filt]g ,i.11 l?"" changed, however one sbeks to structure the
economy or any of the relationships withi-n society. No af,.ternativer nor-
exploitative society is possi-ble wj-thout completeJ.y new values. When these
values become dominant, society r''j-11 have changed. Day one of the revolu-
tion is today. You can start wj-th yourself.

,: .,
: ,. J-o-e Jacobs "

.:r l

(r)

ANSWER TO QUIZ (paee 4)

F..,Enge1s(1875).t0nsocia}re1ationsinRussia|.
Maix-Engel,s Selected. Works, vo1,II, p"5Q" ': ' \

KarI Marx (1842).' :,',ton'rthe iRecent Prussia4,Cqnsqrshi-p
Instruction! . : ;t.:
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MCTCR INDUSTRY
From Lhe workshcp rnlc Lhe

corridc rs cf powe r
The rise of the Convenorst Conrmittee, J-ts i-ncreasing integration with

the fu}l-time trade union superstructure, ffid the growing i.nstitutionalisation
of the Workst Connittees w'ithin ma^ny Ford plants, has created a situation where
their relationships with the workers they represent is virtually the same as
that betreen the trade union officials and ttheirt members.

We hope to hear from other car workers, in Ford as well as other firms,
about their experiences of this process, We are also very a,nxious to increase
our circulati-on amongst car workers. Could those who would like to take extra
copies of the paper to seI1 in the plants please get in touch w-iflr us.

The fo11ow-ing article iry"as written before the settlement - well w'ithin
phase J of the Ford claim on }/Iarch {. The points mad.e in lt are stil1 absol-
utely relevant.

- Eds.
xrHse{rYrH(r\.:HHr(rHe**+6*rFx-\{Hfi ,FrH()t

Organization is building up inside Ford. The Convenorst Committee is
going from strength to strength. fhey have their orun room now at Ford negot-
iating headquarters. They are consulted at evezy meeting between the Company
and the Unions. They have regular meetings together to discuss and declde
policy and have ready access to the natlonal officials to keep then in touch
w:ith the shop-floor" No more hanging about with placards outside the bullding
trying to persuade the unions tortgive tem he1l j-n there*. oh nol'rtrs a
sarm roon mith coffee and sandwiches now. That,s prog?ess.

But hang on, you say, didntt v,re have organization before? -Ehat about
tlne 1959 fight against the Penalty Clauses? I,Vhat about the Parity Ca.mpaign
and the nine week strike? A11 that wasntt fought inside Eord negotiating head-
quarters. That was done through involvement rrith the 1ads, mass meetings inall locatigns, leaflets, b:roadsheets, marches through lagenham, Li-verpool and
Suransea, with baru:ers and slogans, and more than a.nythingo the feeling of in-
volvement, the lmowledge that you were participating in your oum destiny.

Those on the shop-floor had something to talk about then. They used to
larow what was happening and why, They vrere sometimes even consulted about
things before they happened.

There you go again, never appreclating what people do for you! That
wa.s aI1 a bit of a drag anlrway, Now vre are organized we dontt need all that
unticly stuff. The Convenorsr Coumittee save you all the trouble of deciding
what you want i-n a clairn. They te11 the Unions for you. They dontt need to
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drag you out to all these meetings and bother your st',ipid head.s with things
that they lcrow al-ready. They save you all that boring reading of leaflets
and getting worked up {o,u.t thin8s,, 

,l . .

_.. ! i .--. i I

Look at f971. they got you €.2.20p without all that nrasted time and
effort. Theyrtet you frav6,a b1.t of ragesing about to show you were involved,
'v{hat more do you rrant? The convenors devised. the 1974 cl.ai.n themselves,
specially to save you trouble. Itts nj-ce and moderate, quietly refi-ned, so
that,it'wonr:t.,upset dnd iRfl-ame anyone. They did not bother to telI you too
much about.it in order to avoi.d unnecessary agitation. They can be relied
:on to fisht tooth-and-nail to get,3rou Stage J of the Tory governmentts incomes
po1ie;r. That,s vrhat you,cal1 organization! It will be even better if the
convenors can get on the National'Joint }iegotiating Council; it will save all
this r:nnecessary consulting ir,ith the shop-stew'ards which gets a bore sometimes,

,:
0f course you do have a part to play - a most important part. i'Arat you

must d.o ls keep yoqr subs up to date and have faith. Oh, one other thing:
when you come to elect your shop-stevra::ds, be careful . Sone of those rrho you
elect are a bit of a nuisance - not mai:]y - but there are some who argue some-
tj.mes aJrd seem to rpant to upset the ORGANIZATION" Ihey always want us to ask
f,or thirrgs that the Company dontt want to give us, always using words like
CIASS and CAPITAI,ISTS.." SIe can do rrithout these mili.tants. You take the
point?

The Fc rd u/age

A,B. (natewood)

se LLle rrie i"it

a cost-qf-living arrangement for an additicnal {0p per week for the ti.:rst ld/"
increase in the retail price index and a further {0p per rreek for each addit-
iorral Iy'o increase thereafter. The :'ates are:

(The vast majority of producti.ve',rorkers are on rates B and-C)'

The agreement also increases annual holidays fu A7* days per year and

increased the funding of the lay-off pay scheme, 0vertime paJpent for Sr.inday

night worklng has beeri j-ncreased to clouble tirne.

Grades A B D E

New Hourly
Minimum 8z*p B9p 9L*P 9)zLP ggzLP

New }iourly
Maximum BB*P 95p e7*p 100-$p Lo5*p
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The slruggle ccnlinues
The following article has a'd.ifferent point of vi-ew from A.Bts at

Halerrood" It describes what happened in the Body Group at Dagenham.

- Eds.
Jt+*-*.-r*##(*rffij(*x

?he wage claim to most workers r,"as, in r1y oplnion, almost a non-event.
Coming as it did during the energlr crisis and the miners strike there was a
feellng that' any activity would be helping the Company out of its problems,
Consequently many norkers wanted to'get lt out of the way as soon as possible.
The final negotiations took place with Harold '',,rilson and his minority l,abour
Govetnment almost at the conference table.

Subsequent events show that the most important aspect of the claim uas
Employment Security.

0n the night shift of \{ednes d,ay 6 }4arch the Conpany instructed the
welders 1n the J\TO A/shift department to change from a gas-welded joint on
the Cortina coupe pi11ar. The reason given v'ras that the correct type of
brazing rod was not available for a month or fiiorei The welders refused. to
accept the explanation, but said they would gas-u'eld if extra labour u'as put
on the job. The 'urelders rr'ere told at Q.Jo a,ra. 'tgas-we1d the job or you are
gff payrr. The Cornpany stopped the lines and the men'ryere taken off pay.
The night shift were supported by the day shift who went home at TO.JO a.m"

Ivliraculously, the Company were able to get hold of the correct hrazing
rods in time for the start of the Thursday night shift. lYlien the vrelders rep-
orted. for work on Thursday night they noted that the rods were available and
therefore asked about the two hours pay that they had been stopped on the
previous shift. The night manager said pay was not cn, but they could. discuss
1t on Monday rlay shift. The welders took u-'nbrage at this and ',ryent home saying
they 'rould report for viork on i\iionday.

The rest of the story is briefly as follows:
Thnrsday night L/dhitt. Body in 1M:ite production workers laid off for
two nights.
Friday B/shfft, days. Production ryorkers laid off 

"

Monday a'/shiftrd.ays. ifelders agree to start ,;rork Assemblers in the
same area go home in protest at being laid off the previous Thursday
and Friday.
L{onday B/shift, nights. Underbody r,.,rorkers refuse mobility of labor:r
in protest at,lay-off stoppage of work.

?uesday a.nd I/ednesday nights B/slrift. nitto - as lrionday night.
Thursd.ay night Bfshift, Underbody on strlke because of lay-offs.
Reporti:rg I'Yednesday. - To be continued! 

G.1y.
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Wor'king For Fcrd * seen f,roni Vauxhall

Having worked at Yauxha11, Luton, I feel I ought to make some comments

on Huw Benyonrs book Working For Forcl, (See review in Solidarity, Yol 7, no 9)

One impression I got was that Benyon had a starry-eyed picture of the
Lj-verpool workshop representatives and the ful-}-time union officials. I agree
that they are forced to vrork within the system, but this does not excuse
their attitude towards their membership,

The book shows how local trad.e union offici.als - and even sometimes
shop-steward.s - are used by management. But Benyonf s explanation of l-rhy this
happens doesntt change the fact that he has serious illusions about the shop-
stewardst organi.zation at Ford and Vauxhall. He claims a rradicalizationl
of the bigger unions vrith Scanlon, Evans and Jones in the fore. This, however,
is only l,v'ildow dressing as far as the attitude of the union leadership to
shop-floot organizatj-on is concerned" One of the main features of the current
situation is the very bad relationship between the full-time officials and
the rank and file. Almost. every shopfloor inltiative is throttled from above,

The book contains much useful rnaterial, including historical bits
from Detroit and pi-eces describj-ng abify plant life and the individualts rvork
sltuation at the forced pace of the assembly 1ine, It remlnded me of Yau:r-
nbfi, Luton. The struggles of the t6ofs were hardly ever reported in the
papers but were neverthel-ess crucial in our efforts to challenge managerial
authority on the assembly line. For the most part the convenors remained

- ^ ';- . ,,: ,- 1--^-raloof from our strugg'lss. This seems to be the case at lial-ewood too-

The book sholvs horv r*orkers ean organi-ze and,nur assembly operations
thenselves r,'r*ithout the need for foremen" ft also shoms how struggles tend
to intensify as management - ever more distant from the point of production -
tries to dominate the day to day execution of work, The author does admit
that rfactory consciousnessr (as he calls it) is political in the tradition of
the shop-stewardsr movement after tine I9I4-IB lvar. But reost left movements,
with the exception of Soli-darity, have tended to decry this aspect. From rny

owrl experience 1t seems that much of the potential of this' rconsciousness I

has been neutralizgd by trad left groups fucking everything up - wadlng in and
trying to rpoliticiset or rradical':-zet workers by imposing a ready-made alter-
native leadership.

Benyon i-s right ',vhen he refers to the high 1evel of 'labour turnover
and points out that even at Halewood the personel managers say that recruiting
intelligent vrorkers only spe11s trouble. The dilemma of management is that
they want a labour force which is both stable arrd trouble-free when the very
conditi-ons of work in car factories create an acute awareness of conflict.
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This is w\y employers are now talking about ther Swedish method of
Electrical N.Y. atrSob eniichnentr which has been tried out by Phi}lips

E'indhoven. I was a 1i-ttIe surprised that Huw Berqron did not rai-se this Point
in his book, (tto. , of the Solidarity Motor Br+Iletin wi]1 deal- '*6 tjob
enri.chmentt and the Swedish notor lndustry. It should be out in }fiay 7974,
price Bp post free. Eds. Solidarity)

Overall I think the style and layout of the book is a
change from the rrrn-of-the-mi11 su.lveys of shop-stewards and

stmggle in the motor industry. I found it easy to read a'::d

it to aJrJr car worker.

refreshing
the industrial
would recdmmend

G.S.

s ec n rrom Dagenharn
II.Fts review of Euw Benyonrs book Worki:tg For Ford, turned out to

be a criticism of the Halewood shop-stewards. Iiff experience of over
twenty years emplo;ment at Ford leads me to beliove that departments get
the shop-stewards ihey deserwe. }ily experience.also shows that men vrho call
shop-stluards 'ta showLr of scheming bastards'r (as H.F. approved of his mates

doing - Eds) are the first to rrrn back to work when the heat is on.

I would suggest to H.F. that he takes on the shop-stewardship of his
department in order to put right some of the thi:rgs he complains of,

L[y criticism of Benyonrs book is that he accepts the Halewood stewards
version tf national events without reference to the nagenham convenors and

stewards. ft is a fact that Dagenham Body Plant stewards went to Halewood

to.advise on the organlsation of the nevi plants. It is also a fact that
the Dagenham plants held a one day token stoppage to protest at the cheap

labour agreement signed by the officials of the AEU and the GI/IW.

T,C. (}agenha.m)

}t#* :F)#(#SFJtt#(rri-rHJFl(i#6tF)"

(Ile woultl welcome further contributions to our discussion on the
questions raised by l{uw Benyonrs book. Eds, Solidarity)
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goodDye sailor
The inglorious end to the spectacular llfe of the i{eath government

leaves many questions unanswered. The attitude that the new Labour government

- even one packed with rlefts' (Orme, Heffer, tr'oot, etc') - is a step forward,
belongs to the rytho1og5r of the JOrs and {0rs"

Even consid.ering the popular poli-tics that this government is likely
to implement, rent a:rd price freeze, repeal of the Industrial Relations Act,
aggressive stances against those nasty men that feature in the News of the
Worfa and Socialist l{orkel alike, rre can consider the new lrabour governuent
6lfl*s a cap1taf:.st one - one interested in exports, d,evelopment, industrial-
isation and rationalisati.on. fhe fact that the i-ntroducti.on of these measnres
takes place simultaneously with various aspects of populist legi.slation does
not detract from the capitalist nature of the Labour government. Sugaring the
capitalist piI1 does not produce socialism.

The relevance of Labourrs program.ue io modern capitlaism becomes clear
when we contrast it Trrith the history of the Conservative governnent in
1970-74.

In very few ways di-d Heathts government resemble those aristocratic
(or pseudo-aristocratic) cabinets of the Conservative Party up to 1964. The
departr:re of Home as leader in Tj6Q marked the last phase of the twind of
change t in the party. Gone ',vere those liberal gentlemen. Instead the tought
intelligent and successful men came i.nto the shadow cabinet, and. 1ater, into
the government. The Conseryatj-ve Party had undergone its own Iniddle class
revolutiont.

These new mi-ddIe class leaders had another feature in common: they
were largely associated witir the non-productive sector of the economy. They
were fi-nancj,ers and consultants geared to making profits u'ithout the inter-
mediary of first naki-ng products" Such people soone:' or later come into con-
flict with the needs of industliel capitalists" fn a period of inflation -
itself largely a product of speculation * plnnned industrlal management r:ns
into problems. Wages, priccs, sa1es, markets and costs all become r.rnpredict-
ab1e. Most inporta.nt, ]abor:r in less well pald indristries, frequently in
nanufacturing industries, becomes increasingly scarce"

tlhen CBI leader:s and prominent industrialists, such as Lord S'i;okes
and Kierton, begin to complain, one caJl see that the classical ruling claSS
party is not just the rexecutive organ of the bourgeoisier"

To hold such a vj-ew of the Conservative government, as just the tex-
ecutive organt, is again to pha.ntasise in the style of the tJOs. If only one
thing was appanent, it was the personal self-interesi of many menbers of the
Heath cabinet. The various taffairsr concerning I'.[aud1ing, the histories of
people such as Keith Joseph, llb.iker and so on, leave no room for doubt"
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Although they shed their shareholdings and directorships on becoming ainisters,
their aims and ideolog:ies remained intact. Their self-interest became temp-
orarily tplatonlct but no fess exacting.

Somehow the left has come to regard ranpant speculation, and the shift
to non-productive development which it represents, as compatible with the
fi.mda.rmental interests of capitalism" Somehow they forget their basic ideas
that all wealth is generated by production and not by financial manipulation.
Speculation and lnflation show one fact, that there is over-rapid industrlal-
isation and wage increases relative to the production of agricultural pro-
duce, raw and. manufaettrred materials.' [o exacerbate this problem by allowing
speculati-on in Britain is profoundly against the fund.amental needs of eapital-
isn.

The approach of the Conservative government stands in strong opposition
to that of the new Labour government. The Labor:r governmentts aim of tlealing
with wage rises is quite obvious. In the building trade it means to close tax
loopholes for tlumpt workersr .elsewhere ire caJr expect the type of capitalist
rationalisation, that previous Labour governments have gone in for. Despite a
rvolu::taryt wage policy, stage, will remain. All of this w'il1 betin the
national lnterestt - that is - in the indust;'lalistsr ilterest.

The La,bour party policy for industrial relations is equally important.
Instead of the provocative fndustrlal Relations Act, which c::1y a few backward
firns have cared to use anJrway, there is the fndustrial Democracy Bill d.esigned
to involve workers institutionally in their own exploitation. Such a bill will
encourage the develolment of bureaucr"atic layers of management (under the na,me

of works cor:ncils etc.) consisting of u:rion representatives and managers, and
even rank and file nrorkers. This trend towards an in-p1ant laboi.lr bureaucracy
is already well und.er way. The Industrial- Democracy Bill can only increase
this developnent and. cause uncertaj-nty and divi-sion among workers" The Labour
party kror,vs that combination laws cannot work in Britain dr.:ring period.s of
great nllitancy. S/hat is posslble is the co-option of the militant movement
by confusing it and changing lts goals.

: Those who believe that the Labour party prograrnme holds an;r advantage
for the najority of people in Britain belleve that socialism devolves frou
parties and. r:nions.

L{ost of the Left in Britain hold this vlew or derivatives of its ie.
if socialism does not ccme from the l,abour Party it comes from other rleaderst
or vanguard parties. But the goal is not nationaliz;ation, the abolition of
private landlords or the capture of top union offices, it is the self-mallage-
raent of society in aI1 its aspects. That 1s why we see the Labour party as
the conscious agency of progresslvely expanding state-capitalisn vhich, d.ue

to present limitatlons, is restricted. to the form of strong state intenrentlon
in the economy rather than rexpropriationl
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The Labour party is not the powerless or duped. tobjectiver ally of
private capitatisn, nor i-s it a party that is not militant. enough to put
itirough its own progranme and bring socialism (from r'rhere?). Such a view
reflects a bu.reaucratic ano idea-1lst view of both socialism and hlstory it-
self: somehow good men or organisatj-ons replace bad ones and so change
society. The real alternatirre to the Conservati-ve Eovernment lles elsewhere:
not in attempts from any quarter to capture state pok-er, but in the self-
ma.rlagement of production and society, and so, at present, in the orga"nisation
of stuggles against vari-ous facets of the existing system" Such a nerr type of
society o:' its forerunners in daily strrrggles carrnot be mediated either:by
the Labour party nor by the various trevolutianaryr sects that hang leech-
like fron that stinking corpse.

BI lt;\$l
The 0ity Hall in Se1fast, the dome of which looks rather li-ke that of

the Taj ll[aha]- covered vd-th bird droppings, was visited the other week by a
deputation of gentlemen wearing clog col1srs. They braved the flights of d.ive
bombing pigeons to pressurize the City Fathers - not to see vrhat could be
done to help families being intimidated from their homes or a:rything like
that - but to ensure that the film rl,ast Tango 1n Parisr would not be shown
in 3e]fast.

As an additional bonus the Councillors have agreed not to abi.de by the
standards laid dorm by the British Board of Film Censors but to vi-ew suspect
films themselves (tfrey are paid €) attendence money on each occasion) and
this ensures that there is no decllne in the moral starrdards of our citizens.
Members of the youth section of Ian Paisleyts church are picketing a theatre
where rJesus Christ Superstarr is being shourr and the letters colu.mn of the
Belfast Telegraph has letters condertring the show as "degradatiorr'r, 

ttdarkness
in the hearts of menfi, Itcomplete blasphemy[ etc, etc..,

Ia.n Paisley has recently iold a meeting of ihe Assembly that there
cart be no Co,.mci.I of Ireland because the Spanish Inquisition had devised the
most refj-ned tortures which Protestants had ever suffered, These are just a
few facts to renind you that clerical dictatorship does not exist on one side
of the border only a.r:.d that Protestantism on this side of it is not always
sJrnon1rmous vrith trcivil and religious liberty'r.

ti\ $T lAr!fi0 lr!

L.T.
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rUnder all circumstances a Negro has black skin"
But only under certain socio-economic cond.itions
is he a slave " 

I

Ko Marx

rUnder aJ.J. circumstances a uan may get stuck, lose
hi.mself, and have to go back a 3.ong way to find
hj-mself again" Only under certaln socio-economic
conditions will he suffer from schizophrenia" t

R.D, Laing

fOvercrowded. environment, lack of space, lack of privacy breed
uahappy people" But whil-e society can offer little in the material sense,
Li.nbritol relleves the depression behind. the anxiety" t A not untypical
advertisement in a psychiatric journal.

The political implications of this so:'t of psychiatry should not
need elaborating in a journal such as this" The awareness of tLis sort of
psychj.atry, as a substitute for social change, is general amongst left
political and libertarian groups" Awareness of the fact that dispensing
tranquillising drugs, ubiqu-itously and j-n large quantities is no real.
treatment of the problems of nost patients j-s even sprea&1ng rapi-dJ-y through
the Health Service itself, especially amongst psychologi-sts and sociaJ.
workers. Even some psychiatrists (tne ones who prescribe) are getting the
message. fhey have learned that the best thing for people caI1ed. schizo-
phrenic isnrt insulin coma" They are s1ow1y real.ising that i-t might not
be ECT either, In fact the heavy seI1 by drug firms is to GPs, who have
less experience of ranxiety statest and such like and tend. to be less
critical of promotionaL materj"al than psychiatrists. Horifying as this
sort of repression or suppression of problems can be, I believe it is less
dangerous (because it is so blatant) ttran rnuch of the trendy psychoth€ra-
peutic techniques whj-ch seern to'offer the patient a way of tworking throughl
his problems in a liberating way"

On the 1eft, and especi.ally on the libertarian left, there i.s a
healthy scepticism of psychi-atry as practised. by the estabU.shed ned:icaI
profession. Many are rightJ.y horrified that gay people are gj-ven aversion
therapy for that reason al-one" Since the l.aw permitting acts between
consenting adults, however, the important poj-nt is that aversion therapy
i-s generally done with the eonsent of the person" The recipient is per-
suaded by the ideolog:icaI pressures of society (or by individuals) that he
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wi-bhee to choose ttris rtreatmentt. This is clearly a far none',pernlrcious
nt in a SPecial- SecuritY Hos-process than the naked power behind. treatmenl 1"--" IP3"1",

iit"f (for those detain"a ,r.trd", tine 1959 Mental Health Act, e'g; in Brqad-
iloo"). The repression meted out io those who' tin the opinion of'the' -

Id.;i;;""-oJq"ii" trlatment under cond.itions of special security :oo accotElt

of their dangerous, violent or criminal propensities! is at least fairly
pi"i;tfortali to see. one may argye.about its d'esirability' Some of us

believe that after tthe revolutiont there w"i1I sti11 be a few people whom

society thinks should. be re-educated under conditions of frome security'
No one would deny that this is a form of repressi-on' The repression which

;;";i; "."a n" wlrned about is the repression which is subtle, concealed'
not obvious. .:.." :

Recognition of this has 1ed some to reject all psychiatrlr as repres-
sive, ". ,0"11-""-"ff social work and all psychology. (Note the distinction:

. Bsychiatrj-sts are medics specialising i-n primarily mental issues" Psycholo-
.. gists are not nerlics, "*rrrot use pil1s, hJnce use other tr-ea'tments' fhey
'Ii"o study rnormal' people. They are thus becoming invorved in General
IIospitals, for :-nsta""", ) I, for one, do not believe that alJ. psychiatry
;;';;t;ho1og:y is necessarily repressive. I happen to believe that some

alteratj.orru of mood, for insianclr uay be the result of end'ocrine or bio-
chemical changes in the brain (e,8. ptst*puerperal depression)' Psychiatry
,riil;;;t nucJs"arily be repressive in such cases" 1f you fear what may

be done to you in the name of rtreatmentt r you may wish to stay away from
' orthodox trLaLment. A stronger position to be in, however, is to be able

to understand what rnay be aone to you (you may not be able to cope outside
tir" "yui"*), and thereby attempt to pa*y or ceflect the und'esirable effects
of psychiatric treatments"

The subtler forms of oppressj-on in capitalist society are not usuaLly
The essense of the caPi"tal-istintended, as such by their perpeLrators"

society we 1j-ve j-n is that the rrajority
its reaJ. nature. Doctors think 't'hey are

Jrou are being oppressed by their ECE and

iorth remembering beoause you may be able

do not yet share our'insi-ghts into
helping you even when You think
thej-r tranquillisers. Thi.s is
'bc get some of r^lhat You wantr if

you make clear what you Eili want and whg'

: ' ' It is important to disti-nguish betvreen the objective functions of an

institutior, *oA':il" frrr"tions as see:.1- subjectively' Mental hospitals are

iapo"t"rrt:-nstit"tio"u i-n this society: lh"y take in members yho a1e n9|
behaving ,""o"iiog-r; p"uvaiiing "*p"Ltr-tions, 

and dj-scharge then when lhuy
are behaving ,r.e3ia11y; again. -Au Lucn they clearly function objectively
as institutions of sollal ccrtrol" The norms of social behaviour by vrhich

a psychiatrist-:"4g"" *t"tfr"" you arle tillt-de-rive from the ru]ing i'd'eology

- 1"" ideology ,rf,i"f, is related to the social- and economi'c needs of the

ruling class. In prisons the objective and subjectively perceirred functions
coincide. But in mentai j-nstitrrij-orru the apparent function is that of
helping tlie individual towards a goal-he wants' There j-s thus at present

an implicit and generally unrecog;isea contradiction between the subjecti-
vely perceived. ind. the objectiT e functions of treatment' This contra-
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d.iction is not j-ntrinsic to psycbiatry or to clinical psychology' It need'

no longer exist r^rhen the 1ulin! rdeoltgy:ie the ideology of the majorj'ty
of those who enter the instituij.ons (but remember that ideoiogy changes

;;";-;i;riy-rir"" pcli-ti-cal powe::l)" Thus it shoulc. be pcssi-b1e to agitate
for hospitals to becon+ asylums (litera1-r-y, a sanctuaTy oT p-1-ace of refuge)"
Such a funetion foy' hospiti-]s i-s iiirpi:ssible unCer present condi-tions'
although attempts Uy staff to pro'rii:" tt.it-r.a;r arel1arai"z sorne of the

repressive aspesis of treatmeni j-t o,ur',.tal- j'ns'.j-tutj-ons" l'Ioreover, indivi-
duaL staff who try t,a r:ake psychiaLric hcspitals function as asyluns may

gradual-1y be for"LA to see the objecti,ve functions ';hey perforn"

Psychiat:lic c;: ;s1.-ch-ologica-i- treali,ierit nzy be ob;ective-1-y repressive
when neither s';aff nor patrorrf. p."ceive -bhis' fii."'bhou't ernphasis:-ng the

distinction, I hav: al::ead.1' 'loucl:ed on L'so q.r:-i-te Cj-fferen'c forng of repres-

"iO". One is oppressi,,r, ,r..i"., r':,r-i;r-i.r.; f-;;r"ly d:rect1;' 'f6 Lhe econor"tlc

needs of capital" The cthe:' sort of o,op?e';sic:r rtight ':c d'cscribed' as

cultural oppressioa, Prc;;cribing tlanquj-llie;ers to enabl-e pecpJe to get

back.to uoj:k serares capi.t.:-l oi:,icct:-ve:-j, an'] as such j-s a form of economic

repressi-on. pc,r.;uadj.ng e;aJ peoptc ,;o iccept trca-tmeni; is a form of cultural
oppression. Tnis i-i stincti.ll,'. ii o:i'uci a1 'oeca'!82 cultr-'-ra-l- oppression is more

Iilely i;o be perpci;::aled by ihe mose t::er:t1y and, on the face of it? more
,3-iberat:i.ngr :o'irs of :Ie::ap;v" Te-l-line s- i"Iage labou::er that he :s suffering
fron an tainxi-+ty staLer ani tha; he shoul.d t:;'lic thesc and' thece pi1ls
clearly berefits r:api'La.r-:n'Lr.io 1r'Ja.ts' by retr-r-rn:-I1'g hin tc she p3oduction
or surptus val-ue r.rrd b;o i:r'ovidi-ng noro pr'ofi{;:for i;he c1:ug fi-rra concerned"

Ind--irectly i-t beaefits';he eccnoiic and socj'al sta-;us quo, by substituti'ng
pi1ls fcr sociai change.

It is 1r,e-l-1 establisherl 'tha; indj-vi-dua!- psychciherapy tends to be

of f ered- to verbali;' 26ort nembers of the uppor so;ial and econori:Lc classes t

rrrhile physical rnetircde of t;'estment ten.d to be gi-ven 'uc l'ower so';ia1 and

econor,ric groltpg" cne might susl:ecb-th-"i; what is l;eing offered' seleciively
is l-oss repressj-ve" The fr:.ct t:nat {especial}y in irl. Yt,:) nuch indivj'd'ual
pslrchoih-^rapy is only avazlabl.e to 'bhose who can afford to pa;r for 't t leads

naturall;: tc'r;;te OeninC- by i;he class-conscious (j-n Eritain as well as j-n

the U.S. ) 15a,u ]:hr.-s sc;.-i. ,:f i-nii.ivj-dua-i thelapy should be ava-llalcle tc all,
in prefere:tce to pny'.;ical '.;reatments. Sucir a demand completely fo:'gets that
the therapists *=.lrrru.toare of "Lhe object'ive fu-nctions of nental- institutions'
They a::e offering you their idecio6y '- pe:'meated- by prevailing oapitali-st
values. This is tle ger:.tlest of cil-tti1a]- oi:p:'essions because those rotho

purvey it a-rci those 1,.,'i1o Tecej-t e it a1-e ulr-e1*a1c of 
"he 

ideological implica-
tions of the apparent-i-y fiberating idea of tpersonal i;rcv;thr ' A hopeful
sign is ihat some rrs).choiogists (Iot pa'ticu1;'rly pofitical r:ne;:) wtro have

visite<l Car-t- Rogeri' r(,eniei ior Siudics of thc Perscn!, for example, have

ccme away I.rery irorru that ,Lhe:.e is semething wrong i,-n an approach r"lhich

seeks to cl.ear away the hang-ups cf the Anerican niddl'e class ' while sur-
roundecl by ihe urger:t sociaL aroblens of thc ghet';ces"
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The particular uays by which ideology is reinforced' may not be as

important as they seem: it j-s not methodi which are repressive, but the
use6 to.vuhich thly are.out. When someone cantt cope and' goes to soltreone

else (even a friele.) fo; he1p, they put the other in a pociti-on of power'

A11 therapy involves ;irovier. Arrd therefore a...l.:L therapy j-s political, in
some degree. The queition is: poi{er controlled by whon? And for what?

In a situation where one ino.ividual needs helP, it i-s never possible to
elirainate the fact that the thelper' has a certain degree of power over
the heLped, Even j-n an organi-saiio., like Peopl-e not Psychiatry (where it
is intended. ihat the help"6 b""o*e helpe3s, an6 vice versa), power is not
evenly held in any gi-ven j-nteraetj-o:r' Equa1l;t, -thez'e cari be no such thing
as the tnon-directive rlherapyr so','a].ueO. by Rogers, Truax, Carkhuff and

others, unless the patient is talliing tc the r+a-11'

Inforuatioa is essentini fo:' po*r{e31 to be meaningfu}. A first step
j-n increasing ihe pci+er of the pa-!ient in relation to any form of treatment
is therefo:.e to arn hj.m r,rith j-nlornatj.on" both about his ]-ega1 :;-ghts and

about possible alte:'natives in treatment" (1)

In- mental -tnstitutions pouer is who11y vested i-n the staff ' The
rrightr a patieni has io refuie tree.tmen+' lril.l probably result either i-n

compulsory deiention, cr more l-ikely in discharge. tpither you accept my

treatment or you are back on the streett. The use to r;*hich th:L; power is
put is almost always to fu-rther the interests of par'u:-cuIar staff or the
ruling j-nterests in soci-ety. Thus pa'tients may be j3rrgged (a) to keep'
thera quiet oa i;he vrard, because ,tt.lruirrg staff are ove:'worked, or (U) to
set patir.rts tc go wil3-ingly to rehat'il-j-taticn schemes.

Drugs could be put to other usese such as tranquillising the nursing
staff. This'boo ''tcuId b" '*presl:i've' 

Much is nade in the libertarian ]-eft
of the repressi-ve natu'e of Leha'iourist theories, behavj'or-''r therapy and

especiaily behaviour modification techniques. Much of this is neisplaced
generali"Ltiol from the theories of Slinner, Eysenck, etc" These men have

certa:Ln theories whj-ch they regaz'd a-s iying routsj'de poliiicsr and with
which r*e disagree in various uriyu, Certaiir raethoc.s (J-arge1y, anything more

tha! just tatf,ir3 to;:aiients) ha-re coine-tc:e caii.ed' rbehaviou::aIt'
wbethez' these mei;hod.s are :iepressi.ve depends eniirely upon r*ho uses them,

and for v:lrat. When we eltpi'ess pleasure (rather than 5-gnoying) tne child
who has just clisco-rez:ed something for himsel'fe 1rle use the same methods

or principles as Coes the psycirciogist ',';ho rt:'eatst certai-n rsymptomst

of a patient by behavio,;r mo6.igicaii-on" A patieni; who lies on his bed-

all d.ay and refuses to go to occupational therapy may be given behavj-our

nodifi-catj-on by a psycirologist, *i th" request of the medical or nursing
staff. But those methcd.s cou16. just as one1l ne applied to the nursing and

(t) One source of information is the lvlental Patients Union (e/o 97-{ince

"i'w"i"" R;;,-r,onaon N'tI5)" They ha-ve issued a sheet giving the likely
side-effects of clrugs, for instance, and hopeful3-y r+ilI get the resolr-rces

to provide much rnore j-nformetj-on'
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other staf f at the request of {-.fre patient. fhat such psychologists. do

not accept trefepalui from patients is due.to tw9 things" First the
psychologist cannot usually reliably rewardi'the changes in staffrs beha-

;il"; ("Ig.. by means of social approval, and. salary)" Of course, and more

importantty, psychologi-sts :-mpfiiitly see their function as being support
of the social *Lr". nefa by senior htspital staff and vihich are a part of
the dominant ideology in society:" Radical' social workers' psychologists'
junior hospital doctors and nursang staff'who wish to exploit the contra-
diction between the objective function of menLal institutions and the
s,ubjectively perceived function of helpin6 the patient might like to try
a tittte behaviour nodification on the sbaff'

. A much underestinated and frequently repressive technique could thus
be used in a revolutionaly !Iay" gut tire conve?se is al-so true' The David
f,i"""""rZtony earnett/Ken Ltach- fi-1n I'agi]-y IiJe qo! ranlurous reviews when

it came out, especially from nea.r1yElI on the l-eft. It portrays a group

therapy sessionl with the pat'ients rtalki-ng throught thei:' prob-1-ems' as a
progressive and liberating forrn of therapy and contrasts it ra'ith what else
is meted out to it. fr""oilu (which is repressive in that context)" Group

therapy can have progressive aspectil It rnay_ help patients to see how

others see them (iot-a i>atl idea for any of us). Patients may gain valuable
experience in dealing with stressful situations betvleen each other' and'

uay thus learn how to deal with situations outside the hospital' A group

tei:as to equal-ise the power of individ-uals r^rithin it" This i-s preclsely
where group therapy "*r, b" repressive: groups are very powerful agents

for enforcing conforrn-ity among their members. fhey can induce conforruity
to almost any viewpoint, unleIs an indivj-dual is lvel1 prepared to resist'
Groups are used in u,s, pri-sons to teach conformity with the prison ruIes,
and the mores of capitatist ideology. Itore insidicusly, in many groups

ideas of personal g-rowth, of the le-iic beauty'in everyone, ideas that we

should aL1 tlove eieryonet, nay be reinforced' Ideas about the conflicting
interests of different classes in socj-e'Ly tend to be suppressed by the
grtoup, Group therapy neei. not be a pro8ressive and liberatin8 experience'
one other highly politi-caI function of group therapy has been succinctly
described by Golfman. I can do not better than quote it: rln general

,this therapy begj-ns as a gripe session during which patients express

demands ,r,&- "o*p1a1nts 
in a ,.t*iirr"ly permissive atmosphere ' w:ith rela-

ti-vely direct *""uuu to a staff member. the only acti?,'- ?" the part of the

therapist that seens consistent wj-th his obli6ation and hj-s profession is
to turn these demands asioe by convincing the patient that the problems he

feeLs are rea1ly hte probiems; the therapist suggests that he attack
these problems uy rlaffinging his ol'rn i.lterna1 wor1d, not by attemp-t'ing

;itfr-" flegro patientts complla:Lnts about race relations in a parti'a1ly
segregated hospital ty telbng the patient he must ask hiuself why he 

'
among all the other Negroes present, chose this particular moment to
express this fee15-ng, and what this expression could frean about him as a
personr.
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Sirui1ar1y fanily therapy, so beloved of Taing and Esierson, may Se
used to curb and tsocialise' a deviant adolescent" Group and farrily
-fherapy do at least have the merit of generally perceivi.ng that urental
problens are not usual-ly the product of the indj-vid.ual ln isolation. ft
i; "Iear1y 

very dlfficult for the most rliberatingr individual psychothe-
rapy to do anythi.ng but seek the pati-entrs present problems sonewhere
rdeept inside hi-nself" But the sort of psychiatry which most recognises
the.,influence of society upon the individ.ualt s mental state (connunity
psychiatry) frequently has aims quite opposed to those of us r+ho see the
need for revolutionary change. This i-s precisely because much comrnunity
psychiatry attempts the resolution of soci-al problems withi-n the existing
social relations of production" It does not seek soluti.ons to these
problems in ways whj.ch raise the consciousness of the need to change the
existing sociaL relations of capitalist production.

: -: Therapy, like anything else in a capitalist economic system; cfi.n be
made into a conmodity, with an exchange va1ue. Within the realm of private
practice it is all too plain that therapy is a cornmodity w:lth a va1ue.
It is equally pl.ain that the rtherapy' Roche se11s is a commodity. At
present nursing care and. most treatment given under the NIIS in psychiatric
hospitals do not constltute commodities. If they are al-lowed to become
commod.ities, econo&Lc exploitation of the consumers (patients) will com-
plement the present exploitation of the staff" Decent health care is one
of the necessary means of subsistence of those who work. Decent health
care implies information, and the power to choose on the basis of that
information, Let us have no j.llusions about the ].i-kelihood of the bour-
geois state giving us decent health care" It wilt give us exactly as rouch
as j-s necessary to maintain the labour power of workers, plus whatever
they can extract for the.existence of their relatives, the old, etc.""
But patients and staff have an identical j-nterest in their demands for a
less exploitative, J.ess repressive psychiatric service"

E.W.B"F.
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Regular reade3s'wi1l have noticed a marked increase in the'teupo of

o,r, ruoix"i,,tirt" last'few months. We have produced J new panphlets (Vietnan:

ryuoee vic*ry? by Bob Pctte_r, leggEiTi"g=E:,"q1Elio+ fr elur cardan an{
by Ken ffi;rrcitd trie -first two issue"._of. our ,$g!gg

!- onacoup1eofissuesoftheaagazine,'W"havea1so
ffiA '#,"; some reprinting, for exanpre EielqrX-enq-&YolYt+o.1, also !x
Ca::dan, the first 2OCO copies of which hare tlow been sold out" On top of
thi.s, we produced a nunber of leaflets and a series of posters during the
election campai..gn" lrie hcpe to p:'cCuce sc','-oral mo?e.

LIl this has cost a lot of money -. about S1OOO in printing costs
alone - and we want io keep the work goi-ng. l'Ie have a number of panphlets
in advanced stages of preparation, including a text on China and one on
Po1and. We are also prcparing a nel^I, printed, edition of Cardantt sg}gIg
'CLpitalisn: and Revolutilg (with a substantial new introduciion by the

bY Maurice Brinton" All this
means that we neea a-to1 mbre iash if our work is not to be crippled. hle
'are therefore mahing one of our rare fj.nancial appeals to our readers. We

ask:you to dig cLeep and send ns every penny you can afford, so that our
work can progress and. de'relo'p"

A seconrL r^ray in which our readers can help i-s by helpi.ng us to get
our naterj-al to a much wider audj-ence. Why not order a feur extra copi-es
of each issue of tsoiid.grlgXr and of our pamphlets, to seI1 ainong your
contacts? tfe aiso need ne-;r subscrib6rs"

tre convincedour sales are s1ow1y rising':again, b,t as always hle €

we are only rea-ching a tiny traclion of our potential readersh5-p" We would
ask all those in general syrn,oathy with r^rha'l we are trying to'do to turn
from simply consurring our material- to actively contributing towards its
d.istri-buti-on "

Lastly, we want more dialogue wj-th our readers' We need letterso
criticisns, articles, ca.rir:ons, interesting cutti-ngs and docuatents, and
other items of information sc we can improve the coverage, politi-caI content
and frequency of the magaztne" tie can only do tlris if we get much more
feed back frcm our r:aders.

To sum up, it would be great if you would p'r-ease:

1 " Send us all the money you can afford" " " and then sonie more "

2" Ord.er e>ctra copies of the magazine and pamphlets.

i. Write to and for us.
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