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FORD RIPONT
In the run-up to the next :'ound of stru6gle at Fords - a struggle

for decent ivorking conditions and wages which will reach its climax i-n
i'farch 1973 - a number cf fragmentary br-rt interesting and perhaps inportant
developnents have been taki-ng place. ?hey are wor-th mentioning, although
it j.s toc early yet to corce to any general conclusions,

Oa Se,otember 16, a-t a meetirig of relnresentatives cf f'oro.s Works
Comrnittees, a moposal to d-educt Lrade union dues througit pay-roi1 tcheck
offr was d.efeated. by 6j votes to /+'l r,^rith 11+ abstentions. The proposal
had been backed by the Company and by uost trade unj-on executives, j-nclud-
ing left-wing ones" This d,ecision flies in the face of tradj-tional trade
union aititudes" It is all the better for ihat, for there is nothing in
these rcheck offI systems of any aovantage to rank and fj-le organisation"
iioirrever, ihere are advantages for the union, in that the systeni guarantees
and stabih-ses their income without the unpleasant necessity of havj-ng
strong ano. acLive workersr organi-sation in the factory, The advantage for
ForC (on one occasion explicitly sta'i;er1 by llenry I'ord Mark I) is that the
Company is placed in the role of banker to the unions, a role which can be
a potent source of pressure" It also removes one of the inarn jristifieabions
- within the agreement, that is - for tire rnobi lity of shop stevrards. As
Les I'{oore, Convenor of the Halewood Booy Plant, has said. tOf course co}-
lecting d.ues i.s just a pretext for the steward to fill- his members ln on
whatrs been happeningt.x It is encouraging to see shop stewards taking
the needs of job organisation, rather than the fj-nancial problems of the
national trade union apparatus, into account.

At lagenham there have been a number of signifj-cant disputes and
walk-outs which clearly show the direct.ion r^iorkers feeJ. the struggle should
develop, In the fJ-:'st week of October, on the ni-girt shift j-n the Body-in-
I'^trhite shop, a supervisor cn the ooor l-ine abu.sed an irurigrant worker, wtro
promptly stuck one on him. The worker l^Ias sacked, and the flen on the line
stopped work i-n sympathy" They were followed by the i"ay shift, and event-

n^^ualIy over 600 men were affected. The d-ispuie 1{as a icick in the teeth for
those idi-ots r,vho see industrial struggle i-n racial terms, arguing that bfack
workers must organise independently of their whj.ie co-workers. iiowever the
man remained sacked, in spite of the li-miteC action in his support.

Another dispute sLarted. on
department had their i^rages stopped
reascn being a iraffic jam inside

October 4" when 8 wornen i-n the K"D"
because they viere late for r,uork, lhe

the Ford estate- caused by a lorry d.el:i-
.rering materi-aIs. 12O men stoppeo. work irr support, and by the following

tFord. Strj-ke: The Workersr Stgryrr John l'{athews, p.BO



-2-
day altogether ]OO had. stopped" The gi-r1s got their money. This dispute
is relevant to the current'discussion about the neetL for ind6pendent
wonenrs inCustrial organisation" There are frequent cases of transexual
industrial actlon - in fact this is the general rule where there is a rrixed
vrcrk force. blonen workers do have speclfic problems which they have to
solve thernselves, but in my vieiv j.t r^iiIl be by united action of men and
women together that ihey will- basically improve their si-tuation.

A third walk-out, aJ-so early in October, involved. nearly a thousand
workers' This r'ras in response to a speed-up on the overhead. cam line in
the Er-l1::-ne '1."':', Tncidental-iy, irr,:i-e d-ispute brought to l-ight the massive
stociip*le c- '- 

-;s ";,'irich thc ;Uiti!:.l-_l he.s bben bui-lding up.

In the Press Shop, in the middle of October, a crane driver was
suspended for r:fusi-ng io unload a ro11 of sheet steel from a ]orry. He
thought it r^ras uasafe. ?he otiier vuorkers in his section stopped wtrk in
support, and he was reinstated r,;ithin an hour without loss of wages. But
then the men demandetl payment for those who stopped. in support. The,'firm
did.nrt answer the ultimatum and the following day the irhole shop stopped.
The firm pror:risei' to enter negotiations 

"

Tension is de.reloping ovez'the pJ-anned. run-dovrn and closure of theblast furnace and- ccke overls at Dagenham" These plans threaten the jobs
of )oo men, and are scheduled. for completion in 19?5. There have been
caIls fcr tile men to take ii over and run it themselves, and at a mass
meeting on llovember 1p a decision vras tahen to strike if the Company does
not withdraw its plans. But whatever action is to be taken, strike or
occupation, the deci-sion musi be taken g99I, before the Company lets the
run-d.own procee:1 much further. And certainly this struggle should be
integrated. r^rith the najor siruggle ove:: parity, possibly with a view to
reducing the Com'irany,s stockpJ-le J-evel.

In late ;iovetnber, 1+O long-':uf f erj-ng worhe-rs on the Cortina uncler-
body line had a sit-dor^;n over an appalling supervj-sor in the Body Shop.
Although the situation iras larg;eIy c'iefused by the tresponsibler local GI,lt^IU
steward' j-t oid resu'lt in the suspension of the foreman. He lvas then
supported- by hi; iellow fo;'emen, r,;ho threatened strike action. The workerst
response was to welcone il. ?hey'Liireatened to prove the irrelevance of
foremen by keeping produci.i on goi-ng

The wa;r i r: r';]:.ich the Conpany has been aliowed to work massive over-
time has been a aegative icatu-re of the current situation. This is not
how to prepare f or the str=ir.3gle. Ford has been able Lo accumulate stoek-
piles of conpleted" vehicles, which are salted away in i.ts ctealerst show-
roomsn K.D. sets* a.re being buili; u! in;rssembl;r plants abroad, and large
pressings and other pa-::ts have also been asseribleci. These are essential

* 
K.D. means rknock doulnr, i.e. where unassembled cars are prepared and

packed for export"
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for continued productj-on at Cologne and Genk in the event of a national
stoppage here. It seerns to me that any dispute which gives advance warning,
but is not pr.ecedecl by a planned overtime ban and a restricti-on of prod-
uction, i-s going off half-cocked.

On December 1, Henry Ford Plark II announced. the planned construction
of a manufacturing plant in Spain: 5A?', of components would be made in Val-
encia and at least two-thirds of production r,,'ould. be exported" This d.eci-
sion raises serious problems for militants who must decide a policy NOlri
on the export of dies and components to Spain to get production going. A
Ford factory in Spain, where strikes are il1ega1, would be rnahing common
models wj-th the other European plants. In other words, Francors police
will be playing a part in disci-plining workers at Dagenhan and Halewood."

The wage freeze is also making irilitants think serj.ously about the
I''iarch 1 deadline. This raises several questions. hliLl the wage claj-m
still be pursued? If so, will tlrere be a struggle against a union-led
scabbing, fo:'exarnple by the GMII,IU? If this happened, would the case for
occupation be even stronger? Should the i^rage element in the demand then
be droppeC to concenLrate on the other issues, for example mutuality and
rstatus quor?*

It is too early yet to say what will emerge from this d.iscussion,
but the cotllng struggles should sort out the sheep from the goats. !trorkers
will once more have an opportuni.ty to find. out where ihej-r real interests
Iie.

M. tr','.

il.ioss Evans in the
classical position of
a trad.e union official:
on the backs of Eorcl
l^rorkers (note the shcp
steward.sr slogan)"
Itrs about time Ford
t,;orkers got out from
under "

*
This refers tc

prior agreernent
no change in working conditions

from the workers"
or li.ne speeds without

t.}sf



rORD rACTS
One of the real, but largely unful-filled needs of militants is the

need. for facts. Information aborit the r.,'ages and conditj-ons of other
workers n and about 'bhe fj.n:rs f or l*hich lhey luorke helps provide an essen-
tial basis of understand.ing on r,rh'i ch united action should be built. This
information is of ten ava:.Iab-]-e, i f you knour r,.rhere to look and have enough
contacts. Bu! generall), those l{lio can nost effectively use it are kept
most in the dark. Thrs article is an atiempt to provj-de Ford workers with
ammunition for the struggles to cono

The latest ar,'ailabl: {igr,,res for 1971 showing the comparative
exploitation of B:'rtish car r^iorke:'s inclicat,e that Ford workers are way out
in front' Not oniy do'Lltey receive the lowest i^rages but the sales per
employee are the highest.

It j-s a pity that so far lord l:orkers ha-re not been ahle to reduce thj-s
unsought for eminence. I'; see,-;'; to me tnat a reduction of the work 1oad.,
inj-tj-ated. from bclovr, is a-n" ess--nliai part of any parity struggle.

. Not only do Br-: ;i-sh lcrd r'.'o::kc,:s \iiork ha:"der and" receive l.ess money
than other moto: vrorl::,:s, ::,ib they can 3::'oudly claim to receive by far the
lowest wages rvithin the ForC s1.1.:'iyc itself . German and. Australian Ford
workers are also pc:,:ltr p::.:-i:.ncl rre\rag.ly overworked" cornpared rvith other
motor workers in i;heir respective countries (r"here Ford only keep going by
relying on nassive infusiour cf i;j-ed imnlgrant labour). But they stilI
receive much higher rates tl,-n ihei.l B:'ilish equivalents.

( 1 ) Adjustea

(2) AdSustea
starting

fron !f months

frcn 16 nonths
d.ate - of the ir

'uo 12 months due

io 12 months due
accounting-ire&l: d

the 10 rr;eek strike.

Chrysler changing the

to

to

Sales per employee

I'orcl (1) | a rc,628
chr-ysler (2) | B, +zt
Var-rxhall I 7 -784I f t /*

British Leyland | 6rO57
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When considering the follOwinlf figures, one should bear in ruind. that

there are different costs of living and general social conditions in the
three countries.

BRITISH AND GERMAN FORD HOURLY 1}IAGE RA.[ES. . NOVE}iIBER 12ZE

Gernany (4)

?o "2 - 77 .1p
Bt.4p

86,6 - g2.8p

loOP

11o - 129p

Plus paynents in Ford Germany include:
3,12p per hour for worhlng directly in production
3"32p per hour extra skil1 payment
A'points system for unplqasant work, ar93p per poj-nt
A points system based on track speed: 1 poi-nt O,f9p

i 2 points 1"45P
'' ? Points 1"?2P

: i 4points 3.32p,'
5 points 4.24p

Other conditj-ons in Ford. Germany j-nclude 18 basic days holid.ay plus
] days (l.f over age ?J) plus another.2 dqys (if over 3o)" There are also
between 1O and 13 bank- holidays depending on the region" Holi-day pay is
13016 of average hourly earnings

FCRD ALJSTRALIA
The wage structure of Ford Australia i-s so complex that it is impos-

sible to show it on any meaningful comparative scale, There is a naiional.
Vehicle Industry award which recognises no less than t4B wage classifica- ,

tions excluding supervisors. Sonie classifications have up to 48 sub-
classifications with d.j.fferent rates. The situatj.on is further complicated
b:f 5 separate regional rates for each classification, and by plus payments
paid by individual motor manufacturers

(J) tnese rates apply after 4 y:earsr servicet

(4) Basi-c rate is gi-ven. Figures are based on an exchange rate of
9,1 = 7.54 Dti (18/t1/?z)"

Grade A 75*p
Grad.e B Bep

Grade C Btrlp

Grade D B?Sp

Grade E 9Z*p
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In the case of Ford Australi-a the rate is mad.e up as foflows:

(r) the award (or basic) rate
(Z) after two weekst service, a flat rise of ?5p
3) an over-alrard payment of 1?+%

This latter payment involves penal-ties by which a worker can lose 6?'o of the
over-award payment each time he is 1ate, or for any portion of an hour
which he remains off the job, for example at shop meetings.

The selected examples of rates are the consolidated current (Nov-
ember 197") rates for the largest Australi-an tr'ord plant at Geelong, Victoria.
An interesting feature is, oiher things being equal , that r^rorkers ron the
lj-net recej-ve ex-ura money, as in Ford. Germany" (Exchange rate: Sl = $1"97Aus" )

Fitter/turners and many other
craf tsm.en

Car body assemblers ron the fine t 
IDent knockers, Press setters

Trimmers and weld"ers ron the fine f
Vehicle assemblers I on
Solderers I'

Painters rr

line I

il
il

Assen:blers not on the line

Press operator (over 4oo tons)

Janitor

There i s a 4O-hour vreek, over:time i.s at time and a half for the first
J hours and double tinie thereafter ancl on Sundays.

Forct workers cleari-y have an irrefutable case by any stanoards. But
what is al-so clear is the urgent need. for parity and united action betvteen
workers througkrout the Ford. empire. There have been international meetings
of convenors frorn the European plants (tte last was at Cologne only a few
weeks ago), but very little informa",,ion about r,ihat happens at these meetings,
about the situation in the continental facLories, or about the possibilities
of joi-nt action, has been passed on to the rank ano file" This sjiuation
is appalling and reflects, on an international leve1, the saiue malaise con-
cerning the spread of informatl.on which already exists on a national scale
in the Ford shop stevrard.sr organisalion"

trle welcome cont.ributions and comments on the continuing discussi-on
of the problerns facing Ford workers.

Total= (t)+(2)+3)

f,41"34

fl3?.58

+ 6.16

+ 5"6a

E,)O " CO

fl31.28

€,35.19

fl29.7o

+ 5.4o

+ 4"96

+ 5.25

+ 4"42

35.t8

31"98

30.86

28.32

29,95

25 "28



CI-IANGE the
political

prisoners!

Angela Davis. Woaan. Blaok.
tFadical-t. Inprisoned. by the
governnent that murdered Joe iIillt
that framed Tom Mooney, that exe-
cuted Saccho and Vaaaetti, that
hounded the Chicago Seven, that hae
a finger in every counter-revolu-
tionary p1.ot from Morocco to the
Phillipines, from Guatemala to Trah,
I{othing easier than to throw oneself
b1ind1y into the campaign for her
release.

, Noihing easiero too, than to
tforget' (or !{orse, to deny) her
trur:rpeted ailegiance to a Party that
sul:ported the framing (anC execution)
of couniiess revolutionari-es in

Iiussj-a ancl eis=r.;here, ihe rape cf ,'iungary and of Czeci:oslovakia, Nhe suppres-
sion of any autonomous i^rori.;Lng oiass actj-on or ti:ought for five decad"es.
Withj.n tire TJSA:-tse1f, her Pa-rty v,ielcorned. the railroading to gaol of the 18

ilinneapolis truck+ri''rers and frotsky',.sis Ln 1941. in relation to ttre Negro
siruggle, the ?arzy betra-;reo the rDouble V },iovementr and the threatened March
or:'y,Iashj-agton, tn 1)4i, t.hat r"esuiied in ihe FEPC. fn relatj.on to.Womenrs
l,iberaiion, the CornnurrisL Pa::ties oFpose legalised abortiot-r irr France and
Italy, anti in Eussi?a ge-1de worlis:t mecal-s for multipi.ving 1j-ke rabbits.

lr.Il:at foiiowed Ange-] a Davrsr recent release deserves to be nore widely
irnown. She pledged herseif to i'ight forLne liberation of 3i1 politJ-cai
pri.sone:'s. Cashi-ng in cn ihe puhlic:-iy, the Conimunist Party of the Unj-ted
States appoinieC her to its Cer:rtral Cornmi-ttee.
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It: is not onlv a revijlt of
intellectu:tk r)r r-1)ung people. as
,\ somet,rtres asserted hy westcrn
lelt-u:in3;ers tr) jrrsiifv ril!.1-

i stlence or hcsrtlrtion. i;our rvccLs
, u-go in Prague lhe (. ongresr -of
ihe " ntrrnralized '' trlr,le* unioni
{pur&e cf more lhan ,i{r.&X}
c'adrr"s rincc 1969) xnnulied the
dc(',.,roi')s..-(rf' the p;-eceding con-
qrcss. rncluding the rrght toslrr[C. 'i irt ,,, grki,r\ arg npt
:illoir ed t* hlr,e i*dependent
lr':rdc unir.ri)1 (ar to f;Eht lor thr.ir
rlct,ll;rr,(i\. ,rr t() prritC\t irsi(insI
ilJC (lt\ijli\\a, r,l- L()ltrfildci.
lu g.iinrl pr*tj uci ion schetjtrles rrrttl
h;rd u;or'!.irrg condil ionr.

I lrr. \l'tirkers' Councilt,
lolirrcd in 1968 a*iJ tlissr:lved in
lrjt(]. ha', L= lrcen de{iner,l bi' thc
;rr11.r, lc;rdcrriliF ;i\ " initruntenis
f,1 L1|untefre!'(riuliili ". lrn'l lfrat
;rhsrirtJ l'or ii ro.citlleil " rr,rrlking
ulir>r " illrlc .i

\\ hcn I tl*rcribc- ;l!l rhat. with-
illri lh. slightcst Fiexiur'e but ',r'ilh:.i't;,:,tC r,rti jrlff(,\\. i() Itt), ',\'eftCfn
Ili':nris. thc;' replv lh:rt of crrurse
i1'r ;r 61";i*r*e:rbie :iiirruti{'}n l;ui
Ih:ri (]rlc rnustn't $ay \U i*(}
(rFr(:nl! sr! as !lot to " play intrr
llte i:unris of rocialisn.i's enc-
rrricc ''. ;rnd that ()fie nrusi slari
l"ririn " :r cl.rss p(.lsition .-. But
..r'hal " rl;rrs " rari bcnefit it
flt:ilplc hri: ilrreiled 'wiihout riiil,
il" trailc uhions :{re enrlaved. if
;rli lrec disctrsrion rs sripprctsed.
il .trti*iisl collntriet iiccu\e eltch
othcr oI irnperiaiisnr, beirirya].
revisionisnr. h.nd i(vade each
other b,r turns ?

ll Illcy mean the u.orking
.;,lurs. lhen that of Czechosl.r-
vakiii has n'lade it clear thi{t it
d,-tes not consider !he present
regin:e socialist.

I'h;ti ir precise ly why you,
;lngclr. . anel the rrriiiii':ns rf
.per.rpie who supparicd 1.r:u and
beiieve in a more just socialist
sociell, rvith nr(Ire lrecdom. can
nc longer be silent about the lio-
l:ilron of hurrran rights in the
corlntriss p'lrich citli thernseh,es
" socialiri " ancl by, tlreir bc-
h:rlir:ur discrecJri soe ialisnr nrore

a
-ua

On July 28, 19?2 The Times published. an
t0pen l,etter to Angela Drt'i., ny Jiri Pe1ikan,
one . of the leading figures of the r Prague
Springr. During lhat perlod he had been
Direclor of the Czechoslovak TV and Chairman
of the Foreign Affairs Commj-ssion of parlia*
&ent. (PeLLkan had also been elected to ihe
Cenlral Committee of the Czech party during
the riJ.legalr Congress held in a prague fac-
tory a few hours after the Soviet invasion
of August 1968.) The letter described wiry
Pelikan had become a cornmunist, welcomed
Angelafs release and took her up on her pro-
eise to fight for the freedom of political
prisonexs throughout the world" Would Angel_a
fight, for the release of political prisoners
in Czechoslo../aiiia and the Soviet Un_ion?
Pel;lkants letier listed the way communists
were being persecuted Ln Czedhosl-ovakj-a, not
only by imprisonment but by being oeprived
of work for their poJ-i-tical- beliefs. Chi-l-cL-
ren were being d"eprived of the right to study
for the rsinst of their parents" Excerpts
of the Jetter are published alongside.

Angela did not answer Pelikants letter.
Instead she went off ein a grancr touf . f irst
to the land frorn whj_ch the orders that had
gaol€d the Caech communists had emanated "
lhere she vias feted. and. granted a Doctorate
at Moscoli Univeysity. Then to Bulgaria"
fhen on to Czechosiovahja itself. Meanwhi 1e
in IIew York one Charlene l,Iitchell, close
frj-end and political associate of Arrgela
Davis, issued a siatement on her behalf.
rMiss Davisr she said t ciid. not think that.
peopl-e should Ieave socialist couniries to
return to the capitalist system. Even i.f
such people said that they urere communists
they were stil1 acting in opposition to the
socialist system, objectively speaking
People in Eastern Europe goi iirto diffj.culties
and ended in gaol only if they were under-
ni-ning the go"/ernmentr. (The Times, ZgiT/?Z)

Angela meanwhile had landed in Cuba.
The October B issue of Gramma (rOfficial-
Weekly of the Central- c67ffiee of the Con-
&unist Party of Cubat ) heaped fulsome praj.se

nir\ tour ulqcl cdti SLlctaltsnl ntofc I
tl'urn rny rclrctionlrry pruplr- 

|*'nr'*' 
-* .- _l
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on her; Dorticos, President of the Cuban Republic, pinned. the Playa Giron
National Order on her 1ape1 in the presence oi Fidel - a public supporter,
let.it be remembered, of the Russian invasion of Czechoslovakia. (ttre
order had. been crcated in 1961 for presentation to !Cuban or fcreign fi-g-
ures that had distinguished themselves in the struggle againsi imperialism

cr who are engaged in outstanding feats for peace or the progress of
huroanityr. ) Gramna reported a rnass ral1y heltL on September' 28 in i{avanats
Plaza de ia Revolucion. Here Angela Davis gave her public answer to Jiri
Pelikan. rOur stay in Czechoslovakia greatly increaseo. our appreciation
of those who were participating in the construction of socialism,
while standing strong against imperialisi intrigue, sabotage and counter-
revolutj-on The cr"itical requiremenr r,^;as to challenge the pseudo-
revolutionaries who try to use anti-Sovietisrn to ciivide and. confuse the
anti--imperialist movement (loud applause) I .

Attitudes to such Stalinists pose serious questlons for revolution-
aries" Angela Davis is no newcomer to politics, unatrrare of the past and
international record of the Communist Parties" She is a hardened appar-
atchik. She is part or- an apparatus dedicated to repressive state
capitalism"

So where do we stand? On the one hand" we are opposed to all parso:
cution by bourgeois or bureaucratic state poller. i,rle deny our rulers the
right to incarcerate anybody, even our future class enenLles" 0n the other
hand, we have no illusions about the fate revolutionaries would face in
the ]rands of people of Angelars j-1k" lrle dissocj-ate ourselves from those
who campalgned for her refease lvithout mentioning her politics

Revolutionaries themselves lvill eventr;-ally have to settle accounts
viith the Stalinist counler-revolution. But we cannot in ihe meanLime
a}low the bourgeois state to usurp lhis function" \.le welcome Angela
Davis I release r,;hile docur*enting her outrageous utterances about the
Czech polj-ti-ca1 prisoners, utterances which fortunately underrnine her
cred.ibility in the eyes of many ordinary people. rv,Ie reassert our opposi-
ti.on to aI1 governmental repression" To oppose only some forms of sucl:
repression is to destroy oners own cred:-bility ;-rnd, to appear as the roirror
image of this Stalinist hack" It will be time enough to decide how to
confront the Stalinists when
they seek i.o destroy the power
of the l,Jorkers Councils. as
they undoubtedly wj.ll" In the
meantirne our main enemy is ourr
own ruling class, lr'te must
oppose its er"ei'y arbitrary act,
vrhile keeping an eye on its
successor, waiting in the wings.

'Azicar 
o Muerte I

The principles
of trade

justify ihe
trading of
rincipJ.es !

M. B.
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This is an attempt to sum up what has been happening in the
Greater llanchester area duri-ng the past few months" In fact
there are two tales to be told: one deals wj-th the fight
between the tenants and the authorities, the othei vrith the
long-31111nin9 comedy show-cum-stru6gle between the tenants
and t,hose attenpting to wage the fight on their behalf.

TENANTSI CONTROL . . . OR CONTTTOL OF THA TENANTS?

In the beginning there ivas Bi-ll BaII. And Bill begat the Greater.
Man,chester Federation of Tenants and Residents. And the G.M.F. of T" and.
R" begat a series of nieetings. And. as these neetings were gettlng the
struggle nowhere a number of tenants tried. io remove 8i11. But Bill was
like the i:.ouse which was buiiu upon the rock. tie r^rou1d. not be moved.. At
tvro successive meetings massive votes of no confi.dence hrere passed " Bill.
said he d.id.ntt feel that these votes conveyed.the true feeling of the
meeting, At the second meeting a nelr Chairnan was elected, and the assembly'burned. their backs on Bill and. proceed.ed to frota their own meeti-ng" At thispoint our hero said that the *""t:-rrg rvas closed, ancl stormed from the room,
Since then he has been seen but rarely, humying by.-, hi" gogjr"g fta,clutched tightly to his breast.

After the C"P" had lost control ihere was a predictable revolt
against the whole tight procedur:aI nonsense lrrhich trid. gone oilr anC a new,
freer, group came into being" A11 those who cLai-med to support the t.enantsr
fight were made welcome, whether they l,rere themselves tenants or rrot" At
first this worked. ad.rdrably, but serpents.l.rere appearing in this l-ittle
Gard.en of Eden, Not the ones rrihich go SSSsss.." " but rathe:: the ones that
So $lL. After Bill-rs departu-re th.ere had been a need,for some sort of
minimum organisation to do such mund.ane things as write letters, book
meeti-ng rooms and act as an. rnfo point, A certain lady offer.ed her services
and this offer was gladly accepted" 'She',*as, we gathered-, a disenchanted
member of the Labour Party. It subsequeinfly turned out that she was a
supporter, though not actually a ,memberl, of Gerry i{ealyrs happSr" brand of
brothers and sisters.

At thls stage things were going extrer4e,ly we11. The Iabour Council
in Manch.ester had just shed, its lasl bit of cred.ibility by voti.ng to imple-
ment the Act. Tenanis al-I bver the city were mobilising to withold. the
increase. The Tenants Action Group ('Lhe; nerr'name for the Tenants Federa-
tion) was going great guns, organising meetings, pub.lishing a nevrs-sheet
and spreading the opposition to the Rent Acf j-n all the city estates and

TijI lIrlJIr! I$' $ljiUtlfii,i j:! :\J;\rtleiJI$lII



beyond.. The various politica3- groups and. grouplets were sinking their
differences and working together in a really effective way. Then the rot
set in. The lady secretary began to plug tle tWorl<ers Pressr at publ1c
nieetings on the estates, anc presto - no more uffT[-SlTna rWorlcer;s'

Tlglrttwerenf t going to be left out and began to self tireir papers too. At 'the next neeting of the Action Group a move by tenants to d.epose the lady
secretarywasnarrow1ydefeated'.Infac.r,thevotingproced'ureatthis
meeting was nonsensical. For instance, the T,eague had three votes (more
then half their local membership) while some of the bigger estates (re,pre-
senting thousand.s of bona fide tenants) naA to be conteni with a singJ.e vote.

Obviously this
stai;e of affairs ,

could not be allowed
to continue. Repre*
sentatives of some
of the bet.ter organ-
j-sed estaies held a :

meeting restricted
to tenants" After
the sad bickering
meetings which had
been goi-ng on, this
one was a revelation"
Tr"renty odcl people of
wiriely differing
political persuasions,
sat down together and
talked fo;' an hour
and. a haIf. At the
end of that time
full agreement had
been z'eached on a
rvhole range of ideas 

"
The thing that made
thj-s meeting work so
r,veil wa.s that eler,J::one attendi-ng it was
gn partial :'.ent
s_tri5g. There 1^,'ere

\

t
l
l

\

no attempts to score
debating points; no

one wanted to build a marri-ist party (although there were several marxistspresent); what mattered r,ras the ienantsr struggle, and how to enlarge it in

At the next meeting of the Action Group the proposals d.:.awn up at
thj-s meeting were put f orward." These includ.e.d, :re-eJ.ection:of all officers,
only tenants being eligible for office, and the adoption of a voting system

*---.--*-.---..!
t
I
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which would give 2 votes to each Tenantsr Association and one vote to aLl
other accepted groups. These j-deas were accepted., and new offj-cers elected"
In fact the existing chairraan and treasurer were re-elected. fhe lady
secretary irlas not eligib1e, bcing an or.iner-occupi-er. ';,re tr"IorEers

.PrqsE; reaction to these events was fairly predj.ctau1elGy'poured
abuse on those who were t trying to keep polj-tics out of the struggle I " They
ind.ulged. in lgng harangues against the t stalinist-anarchist-revisionist-
reformist-fascist conspl-r'acy" ". . t etc, etc, ad. nauseam,

During this period the tenantst 1;ght v;as being pushed. further j-nto
the background, as the politicos battled for control" In spite of this, and
despite a virtual blackout on the issue by the local a-nd. nalional press and.
televi-sion, lhe rent strike was steadiJ-y growing on the estates" Ir{ore and
more people were refusing to pay the 92p increase.

Things Srew l'rorse at the Action Group meetings. People were treated
to long speeches on the need to politi-cise the rent strr.rggle" At a meetinrr
at the end of Octobe:: a tenant from an outlying estate siood up after a
particu1.arly unirispiri-ng speech by an SLL member and saj-d that he hadntt
realised there were such long ivords j-n the language " t The only long words
I know are marmalade and skirting board, and they see;: to have as much to
do vrith the rents as all the rubbish I have just been li-stening tot" loud
and long applause "

At this same meeting the sheer lack of principle of the SLL was shown
at its worst" The chairman of a semi-defunct Associatj.on, ltrho had beenfhelpedr by the league leapt up and announced. proudly that he had kiclied.
several people off his committee ibecause I found" that they l.rere politically
motivated, and f am not having thatt. This announcement r.ras greeted by the
League members with broad snrll-esl lhe people who had been ex,oe]-].eC in such
a democratic manner were in fact members of the C,P. who had been rv"'itch-
hunted.' on the estate tirey lived on. And this was approved by the same
people lvho l^rere putting regular articles in the lrtrorkers Press about the way
the Sf,L r..rere being tr,ritch-huntedr"

Things came to a head" on November 6" At th-; s meet.ing the ],lcss -sj-d.e
Tenants Associaiior:. proposed. that because of their constant d.i.sru-pti-on of
meetj-ngs and. because of the viciou.s and slanderous attacl<s being l:ade in the
Workeis rieJpres_tq_, the SLL should be barred- from ali futu-re meetings. After
a lot of hassling thc nioLi-on was carz'ied, the vote being c1earl;'- spl-i-t,
tenants voting one l'Iay and. politica-l- groups su:h as I.S. ""d Egg-]gFt__{j$t
voting to keep the SiL in.

Perhaps thc saddest aspect of this (from t.he Lea.guets point of vierv)
is that they had. aroused the anger of the tenants, not because they were
putti-ng forward. a revolutionary programme, but because they were such bloody
bores" Tenant after lenant got up during the discussio::" to point out that
people were staying an"ay because they were sick and tired of the intermj-nable
speeches of the:tlead.eis of the class struggler v;hen they, the tenants, were
more interesied. in fi-ndj-ng out exactly what was happening in &e rest of the
city and how to deal wj.th such non*pol1tical matters as how to prevent
evic tions "
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MEANWML.U, BACK ON THE .trSTATES

Meanwhile, back on the estates, tenants are getLj-ng on w-ith the job
of fighting one of the most vicious pieces of class legislation the Rt. Hon.
Edward Teeth has yet dreameC up. The Act simply means hi-gher rents. fhe
clearly stated intention of the government is to turn the present subsidy
of S2 million odd into a g3 miliion profit" The inteation is to increase
rents yearly until a tfair rentst leve1 is reached.. lhis level is ver)r
vaguer but is not related to the feconomic rentf. It will be considerably
higher 

"

Of course there is a bit of sugar to help the nedicine down, But
in this case the sugar (the rebate scheme) is in some respects worse than
the medicine. Ihe rebate scheme only applies to low-paid vrorkers, who are
already amongst the most exploited members of society. To qualify for a
rebate j-t is necessary to fill in an eight page appLication. Thj-s is a
means test worse than anything we have'seen since the thirties. After
working hard all week f or a totally inadequate i^rage, tenants are expected"
to submit io this d.isgusting indignity. And. in many cases the rebate theyget J-s less than the recent increase. So after all this their rent hasstill gone up"

I

Incidentally, any subsj-dies to the unemployed and those on Socia1
Security were formerly paid out of the Nat,iona1 Exchequer. But in'future
all subsid.ies, rebates, etc,, will- be financed. from the housing revenue
account of the Local Authorities. So in fact the burden of helping our
less fortunate neighbours will be borne entirely by council tenants"

Faced with these rises and. the various other attacks included in the
bil1, tenants have been left with four choices" Lock for private reub.e{
ac.g.9god3!.ion, which is almost non-exj-stent; buy a hogse, in a market wiiictr
has been priced far beyond. the bounds of sanity; stay and p_ay, with the
certain knowledge that the council, like bl-ackmaileis;-riTl-Ee baci< for
more; or stay and fj-ght, which thousands of tenants are cloing"

The cred.ibility of the local labour parties has worn so thin as to
be transparent. fhe Manchester Labour council subnitted to the government
without any fight at all. Nearby Eccles sairL they would fight to the last
ditch. But the last ditch turned out to be a letter from the government
telling them that they myst, imptrernent, ". or el-se. So they implemented. A
few councils are stil1 holding out, but by and large the Labour Party has
once more shown its total ineffectuality when the chips are down" Champion
of the council tenants, SaJ-forC. ivi.P". Frank Al1aun, wrote to The Guard.ian
recently saying that tenants should be thinking about organi-E[fi sofie E'rm
of strike against the lncreases due NEXT year. He is so out of touch that
he doesnrt know that thousands of his own constituoats are on a partial rent
strike NOhi"
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People are fi-ncing out that if thi-s Act is to be d.efeated then, likethe lnd'ustrial Relations Act, i-t must simply be defj-ecl, In the lt*r."ir*siu,area thousands of tenants have dragged themselves away from their colourtelevisions and leapt into one of iheir Jags lo drive down io mass &eetingsand avow their intention to help Ted keep clown the cost of living by freez-ing council rents at their former level!

Links are being made vrith trade unionists at shop floor level anda North West conference is planned for the near future" fiie irrancir-"t";-corporation are playj-ng a very !1ght garne, saying very rittle and pretendingthat there is no rent strike " Of course there have been a few """;;;i;;;to this' After all i-t i-s obvious that some of the bureaucrats i-n theirlittle offi-ces are really upti-ght that tenants are getting away with notpaying the rent ri-se" one instance of ihis was the Area Hous:-ng Manager,whose office covers Manor Avenue Estate. 0n this estate a leaflet rvent outcalling for support for the rent strike. six names were on ihis 1eafl-et.Two weeks later all six received. warning letters about their aruears ofrent' fn fact five of theru were less than 5,i behind at this time, and thesixth, for special reasonse was not vritholding" Iet he got a threateningletter too' lill:at made the whole affair even uore ridiculous was thai hisname had been spelt r";rongly on the leaftet. Anct the same spelling mistakeappeared on the Town llal1 let+.er. Si-nce then the Town HaIl has sa-Ld, it wasraIl a mistaker. But th.eir crude attempt at intimidation has backfired. j-ntheir faces" The people of lvlanor Avenue, far from being intimi-dated, .havebeen angered. They are more than ever anxious to carry on the fight.
so ln Manchester the rent strike goes on" And it is growing in agood' many of the surrounding iowns. LivJrpool has a big """i-;;ffi.*"'eItwhat i's happening elsev,rherei lr,t* need. to break the conspiracy of silencethe press has i-mposed. Ii/hat is happening in youR town? spread the inform-ation' let the Manchester tenantsknow what You are do]-ng, The Manchesterlenants Action Group can be contacted rria MAGIC (U""cfr"sier AlternativeGeneral Info centre), I surnmer Temace, Manchester 11" Tel: a61 224 9oB?.

l,trhen the rooster
fai-1s to ci.orr' at dai,.Jn
we ivil]- know he r^ras
up all ni-ght planning
]ror,v to liberate the farm

when the i,rorkers ri se
not ivith the al-arm clocl<:
bui wj-th their oi..rn d.esires
the ruJ-ing class must beware,
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L!$lDI J)Aillr!ilAIl
This article tells hoiu a worker at the beleaguered

' Dagenham Storage Company depot sees the situation. Not
only dockers ancl containernen, workers and managernent,' but even rival Eroups of employees within the fj-rm have

' been flghting each other" In some respects thj-s article: itself reflects this fragmentation and voices opini-ons
wj-ih which we certa-inly could not agree - however' genuinely held " It illustrates yet again that the only
way the workers ean realLy improve their. position is by
figtrting their common enemy !ogether,

: The Dagenham Siorage Company is on lhe same site as Dagenham Cold
Store. Although they have separate ad.ministrations and. are to al.l j-ntents
and purposes separate companies, both are owned. by Hayrs tr^trharf " when
Dagenham Storage Company (DSC) started. Inland Container Depot (ICD) opera-
tions in July 1971, several men in the Industrial Tractors Earth Moving
Equipm,ent assembly d.epartment who were due to be rnad.e red.undant were offered.
emploSrment in the ICD. Many accepted and so migrated, ivith their lockers
ete., from the Phase I buil-ding to another build.ing on the same site, Phase
III, where the new depot was tc be based

Those who accepted the ICD jobs thought they were on'to a good thing,
believing that the depot would expand as more,and more container contracts
were secured., and that hundreds more men would be needed io handle the
freight - although tirey did realise these extra men would., of course , be
dockers" But they thought the men already employed (themselves incLuded)
would handle the warehousing, peperwork, inspection and related work while
the dockers would loac1 and unlo.a tn" containers. Br-it these were not the
intentions of DSC management, nor were they the intentions of the workers
already in Phase III, who were working on the tea and canned goods contracts.
Those workers and their foremen wanted to keep the ICD wcrk to themselves
as a source of weekend overtime. It was tthei-rr work. The workers from
the other bui-1d"ing were interlopers who were to be rencouraged.r to find
ei[ployment e]sewhere. LookinEg back, it was certainly poetiS justice that
soae of the first jobs to be threatened by the d.ockersr actions belonged
to those_men who had lried to get their felloi.,r v;rorkers from Phase I sacked"

The tactics used. by the Phase III mob were petty. Phase III hao a
rest room where the workers coul-d. have their tea and sand.wiches at break
time. Somehow there would be no seats for the Phase I men.,:No cups either;
those who brought their own cups would later find them tnissingt. Pallets :

of tea chests would be placed in front of the Phase f rnents lockers to make

T}JI $T(]itA0I e0
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cloihes-changing difficuli. This continued. until April 19TZ when ICD wasrelocated in t,he Phase I building, In the resulting. tr*n=r", oi puiSo"""rmost of the Phase I men were refi netrina in tire Phase'III building aslabourers, and their original jobs in fCD vrere iaken over by phase IIf men.such was the situati-on ai; the time of the dockers! actions"

Some of us feel thai if the management had. been tess rnyopic j-n out-look, had expanded the ICD contracts and employed dockers to cope with theincreasing work from t}:e start of iCD tn 19?1, the confrontation wj-tli thedockers woulcl have been a.voided" But r^re realise this r"roultl be toc muchsavvy to expect from_a nanagemeni that was paying its r^rorkers a wage ofgzoi* which with a fl5 bonus made fl2rc per week. To ihat management thethought of a docker walking on DSC grouno. was a financial nighimare,

DSC has been hit hald, but not iatalfy, by the ciockersf actions"one of the DSC contracts rvhicir has been hii by picketing, the Tractor pack-ing, was alread;,' und.er threat of cancellatron, The Tractor packing depart-nent had been olerating for some time on a day-to-o.ay basis, althougir Forjswould send j-n enou5gh v'rorl< for two i.,reeks in advance. For sone tirue Fordshad been planning their ovrn ?ractoi'packing cepot at Easildon.. The;;;;u"umerely encouraged Fords tr: speeo these.plan"s lr.p. i{ayrs r.{harf ha4 a}.readystarted tea warehousing in Birminghaur and much of this DSC contract hadbeen syphoned off tc B:'um by June/;uJ-y 1g7z" The canned goods (sainsbury,s)contract r,tas temporarily stopped, but novr that the fruit conta:Lners arebeing sent in frora trrictoria Dock lriater Termina-1 .again, things are returningto normal (i.e. exploite.tion e-nd sweai;ed labour)"

It{osf of the fCD personnel at present are ex-Phase IfI men" Stil1bent they are - hel] beni on. thei-r feud vrith ex-phase r *"rr-ror--orr"-iiri"g:In this they a::e supported by thei:: rne.nagement" Having the workers squab-bling with each othe:'makes for Ic-ss trouble for ihe bosses" So bent thatthey cannot even think straight. rf ihey did" they would reari-;; ;;;; ;;;workers have to plan and act together, ,:iherwis: if the manageaent meanevery word' of their statercent; tl"r* r,/i11 not enploy cl.ockers -"vre witf-"ios"thesitefirst,l.the;'ar.egoing:to1oseouteith*"**y

Latel-y, llages have been r'aised at DSC" The flro bonus has been com-pounded with normal v/ages, and an increase of €,2 per week awarded., 
"q1ru.i1irrga-tota1 v'lage'of s2B per inreek for cargo handlers. This has been welcomed bvall as a real advanee" some of the rien think i-t is noi enoud;;;;;;;;'"

donf t iltend to do an;'ffuj-ng about it, {-io ihe Company 
"u.r, "orgratulate tireIoca.l managemenj; for buying some ternpcrary peace for only s2 a i,veek.

Stillr many of us fee.r- that the i,ocke:s may yet have the last wordon the future of DSC. Iiayts I'vharf is more j-nte:'ested in its property devel-opnent activities on the Tooley street site, and wirethe,r therv r,,ri]l consider
DSC worth bofhering abcut is a moot point. rt may well pa;,r them to flogthe site" so the future of the menti jobs at DSC is st:-11 insecure,

* since changed
deJ_10
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in our last issue we published a review of Selma .ia-mesr
pamphlet ti,Iomenr*the Unis+n jlILjLJoIEt, together',,rj-th Selmar s
:'epl-y. In i-hi.s issue tvrc women nembers of SOLIDARITY answer
some of Selma I s points. bie vlould ,,+elcome f urther contribu-
tions to this developing discussion on '',",Iomenrs Li-beralion

Itd like to ansrrrer part of Selma iamesr letter (Sg.]igg*.i!X, VIi'J)
where she talks about male-dominated poliiical groups" I have no compunc-
tion about pursuing the argument here; open discussion can only be good
for the woments aorrement. '!de dontt have to present a uniied front"

l'tuch of whal Sel-nia and other l^iomen say about the authoritarian prac-
tice and defective theory of the tradj.ticnal left j.r: undoubtedly true. It
must be difficult fo:: members of certain groups to be inlo r,,,'ontents lib' at
the same time without experiencing n d,egree of schizophrenia" But d.oes i-t
fol1-ov.r that we canrt encounte:: men r,vithout being dominated by themr that
our only salvation ties i-n separation? When our ultimate goal is peoplets
liberation, the practice of excluding a vaLst category of peopie (men) lakes
some defendi-ng.

The princi-ple of autonom-$- is a different thing. Of course woaell
must organise their own struggles, accepting direction from no-one. And.
there j-s a case ior excluding men from ihe small group si Luationr when
wemen feel that a male presence would seriously damage their abil5.ty to
rel-ate to each other and, communicate as nevei' bef ore. Si-mi1ariy, as long
as male-doninated poli-tics teno to exclude a vast category cf peop}e (women)
ure must be prepared to supplement them wj-th orfr or^ln analyses and. activities.

Iiowever, I do not see the alternatives as being male dominati-on or
raoicai feminism. There is another possi.bility" It i.s indeed. lhe only
possibili-ty if we are to r,"ork towarCs the kind of socieiy rte trant, instead
of internalising the rvorst features cf the orre r{e re jeci. Ii is the possi-
biJ-ity of a mj-xed J-iberiari an gi'oupirig with a totai critique. This is far
from being j-ncornpatible viitL a commitrnent i.o i.,roroenrs l-iberation. But the
basis of our conrmitnent is political conqc:Lcgsnesg, not ihe biological fact
of being fenale.

l Contt see that it is a faj-lure of the womenrs rnovement not to have
won us a}l arvay froro mixed grcups. On the contrary, it could be seen as
one of its J-imitati-ons that man:r' women are appar"ently conten't to restrict
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their involvenent to single-sex groups" Preoccupation,with nappj-es andwashing-up arent t to be accepted, so that we can on1;r-.relate on equal ternsto those sirnilarl-y preoccupied; their power to cle tract from our politicaland social t-ives should. instead be eliminated (by i;a;i"g't} 

" dirty dishesuntil someone neecls one and washes it himself or by involving others con-cerned i-n the babyrs werfare),, certainly womenrs lib. has d.one a greatservj'ce in maiclng discussion of such proitems tesiii*ut"-]-";;.-;"-di;;i"gthe political ir::piications of tha welier of trivia in r*hich the oppression

seh:a is r1aht.,ir.:.ylng r.r-e have; r-ot to teII men. At the,sametime , though, we shouidn t i close our r.:-i-ncrs lo at l- politics outside thewomenls noven:ent, inc1uding cur or.{n pre-,,{onenrs lil" ideas, for fear ofcontaminaiion fron coialn':ni nales. llearly serna herself dces not do this:she cal1s herlal f r rlrvi ={.
1eo2 reni" "0";;.,=i,.;ffi:i'du::3:,1?H*tti"'il:il";':;::S:::,"?ffi'l_ri:_sis)' Perhaps i;here is roomTf her n.ind for re;ection of a few more ideasreceived frcm such sourccs, r:1:e ;rle 

"orr"upt of a power struggle for lead_ership of the oppreised. A rncre lrbertariin outrook rnight make for lesspessimisn about integratea politica] rheory and practice,
jtm noi saying soLrDARrr]- is perfect in these respeets. lluch renoalnsto be done (and said'). For exarnple, men are certainly doninant numerically- but this r^io;:'r-d inhibj-t the fu1l ancl equal participation of r+omen only ifthere llas '- reiLi cclf]-ict of irteresls bet,,:een rten and wonen in the group,I d.ontt th:nk tirerc is.

fhe drfferences r'rhich our rulers ioor-rld lihe to make us believe areirreconcilable need :iot divj-de us" Throughout the c].ass, conflicts can beresol:,pd- by cooperation, discussion, u.ndeistanding whatr. =;;i;"*]r"I""'and asserting our unified j-nterest, in the contexi of revolutionary politj-cs.
r nay have been ctealing icith the tendency of sone of sel-mars remarksrather than what -she actua. ly rneant" Anyr";ay, such tenrr.encies are o,uitestrongly presen; in the ldcr:icir.rc movernen'ul aird shourd. be ansr^rered by J-iber-tarians.

Ld.z W.

Selmars renarhi on male dor:rination of or3anisations, in her letterin the lasi issue, ceserve some connent. rt is true that inost organisations
-(not all , as she asserts) e-re d.onj-nated. by men, but then men constitute alarge majority j-n nost organisations. There i; ;;":""iitl"ation, therefore,for conclud'ing, as selm, ippo*rs to co, t.rroi men have * g"u;t*;-;";;;;"r";"d'ominate a grorr.p than,o**i, have, given roughly equai numbers. rt remainsan cpen questj-cr:, on which i'ionents Lj-beration groups would be id.eal1y placedto provide information, if only they had the courage and confidence to
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include men" My own does, ancl has not found that it creates problems * in
fact we welcome their involvement" As long as women themseives believe in
the alleged- tinevitablet differences between the sexes ihey are, ironically,
helping to perpetua-r,e, bcth in society as a whole and in their own mind.s,
those very misconc'eptions which have been ihe chi.ef obstaeles to their 1ib-
eratj-on. An oft-repeated. argument for the exclusi-on of rnen is that women
can develop confidence in a totally female group. But if this confidence
is so fragi-Ie that it lvould dj-ssolve as soon as we vrorked rvith men, cf what
real val-ue is it? Excellent t:'aining for e convent life perhaps?

?he idenlification of the male as the cause of woments oppression(tit<e the hostility to whiles in the BLack Power movement)'tends to dis-tract from a more fundamental phenomenon, of which male (v.rhj-te, etc.)
domj-nation are special cases - domination i-tseIf . Almost al-l societies,
groups and organisations (j.ncluding revoluticnary ones, and even those whj-chclaim to be'libertarian) are effectively, if not fornal1y, controlled by aminority. lihether this minority happens to be fia1e, feraaLe, herrnaphrod.ite,
neuter or mixcc i-s irrelevant as far as the other iriembersr participation in
decisions is concerned. It is just as oppressive to ha.re all the important
aspects of lj-fe dominated. by a female (or a bIack, etc. ) rninority as it is
by a maJ-e one, and. just as bad fo:: rnen as fo:. wonen

Ihe questions which seem relevant lo me are: whSr do some people
need to dominate others? \^ihy do others need (apparently) to be dom-inatecl?('The I{rational in Politics' provides some explanaticn). To vrhat extent*r rti-cuJ-arl.y in-group jargon used. to ind"uce
feelings of ignorance and inadequacy in people and as a barrj-er to under-
standing and involvement, not only in schools, trade unions, courts, doctorst
surgeries and labour exchanges, but also in revolutionary organisatj-ons?

Irlo d.oubt some rexpert, (of irrelevant sex) in sociology, narxicology,
psychology or so&e other -ology will d,amn rny own words with a felv neat
phrases of jargon, but I shall nevertheless make one more comment on Selinats
letter, on the subject of unions.

Selma is attacking an Aunt Sally here, since all her perfectly vaU-d
criticisrns of unj-ons, and a few more, have been nad.e alnost ad nausean by
SOIIDARITY; it is hard to imagine SOLIDARITY clair:ing that tunions fight for
the workerr or that rthe unions have betrayed workersr. lrJe have never had.
these illusions" That is not the same as saying, however, that one should"
never join a union (often there is no choj-ce anyvay) and rrork at a loca1
leveI. The struggles that matter can take place indepenctently of the union,
eitirer within it (in spite of it) or outside it, denending on the particular
situation. As Selma says, the rniners used the union when it suited thern
and ignored it when it didntt. A11 the prors and conrs of joining a union
in a particular case apply equally to wonen as- tc nen,

J" G"

See tBlack separatisn and White sycophancyr in Solidarity, vol.Vl, No7"
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tJhen SOLIIARITY was launched e sonie twelve years ago, we made a

deliberate choice of priorities. Our first lask wa"s seen and stated as
one of total theoretical- reconstructi-on" This reo,uired, rr,re stressed, ra
radical break wj-th $! present organi-sations, thei,r ideology, their merrtal-
ity, their method.s of workr.

i{e started to publish a nuiuber cf pamp}rlets, Cescrj-bing the class
struggle as we saw it. 1^Ie produced. certain historical texts, seeking to
restore to the working class parts of i-ts own hislory, niore or less cons-
ciously hj-dden from it by the organisatj-ons c1aS-mj.ng to speak on i-ts behalf.
We also produced riiaterial with wider theoreticai implications, analysing
the structure of modern capi-talisi*n and the nature of its crises. Texts
were also published seeklng to rectefine the ineaning of sociali-sn. This
work was not undertaken r.rith parochial objectives in minci. i.Je iroped, frorn
the onset, that sooner or later it would. have i.nternational repercussions.

Ittre feel it is time to take stock of what has been achieved. in itris
field. Our silence on thj-s matler has been wrongly attributed-, in certain
quartersr to the fact that there was nothing to:repor-t, or that our influ-
ence was rwaningt. Nothing cou1d. be frrrther from reality" In the last 2
or J years there has been a consider;rble ancl growing internationai j-nte:'est
in our 'literature. Irie have mainta-i-ned a reguiar ancl systematic correspond-
once with comrades j-n a number of countri-es, explaining our ioeas, arguing
about then, and seelclng to encourage their dissem:ination as r..ridel)r as pos-
siblee These endeavours are beginning to bear fruit.

In this issue we will describe what has happened in Sweden" i{e rviil
mention which groups harre translated our literature (trrey tilffiTrres make
no secret of having done so). We do thi-s in the perspective of genuinely
helping to build international 1inks. We can anticipate that comrad.es in
these groups will now be bombarded 1.,'ith literature from many other Brj-tish
revolutionary organisations and - hopefully - from fur.ther afield, lvlany
of these latter organisations will have i,ieas very different froru our olrrn.
Nothing but good can come fron such a fertilisation, however"

It is probabJ-y in Sweden that the repercussions of our irieas hhve
been the wiclest and nost sustained. Thi.s is no accident. ]t i-s in those
countries where the stand.ard of living is above average and" v,ihere capital-
ism has succeeded, by ano large, in solving one type of pr-obleni (ttrai of
mass poverty) that its innumerable other problems an.J. contradictions elnerge
in their clearest anct sharpest form. .1,{e had tc go beyond some traditional
methods of analysis in order to describe and unclerstancl these other types
of cri-ses

0r! TilI IYAVIiIT\ltI ll]
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The first Solidarity pamphlets to be published in Swed.ish were
produced by groups ;ffitionist inspiration. 7n 195E, Libsltag (attm-
5.nna Viigen 5, 4146o ooteb rg) produced tBolsievisrc,. Byraklgb,L,l-t, a trans-
l-ation by Ingeroar Johansson of Cardants tlggelg}!"Iism to the Bureaucr?cyt
later that year the same group produced a dupllcated Swedish versJ-on, under
the title rKronstad.t 1921t of Ida Mettts rThe Kronstad.t Communer (again
translated m"r Johansson), a tater*ffi1969 t was
published by the anarcbo-syndicalist Federatlsa &rlag (sveavr{gen $8,
11350 Stockholm).

Shortly after it was produced our pamphlet'Paris: May 1968rwas
fair1yl.lide1ycircu1atec1inSwed.en,Intheir'i"s,*"ffiemaga-

arz;-ne Len;-t- (box 19017, StocKholn 17) prod-uced most of the text under the
titfeTE?iq-, I{eJ_19qgt. The trans}ation was by Ingemar Nilsson" fhe last
twoch.@i.ed..Theyappeared.in1959underthetit1elFrank.
rike 1968, ett dgonviltnes reflektioner' in a book'Anarkisterna i K1assrike'1968, ett 6gpn@'

engt Ericsot-atd Ingemar Jchansson (Bokforlaget
Aldus-Bonniers, Stockholm),

Ln 1971 t.he Stockholm branch of the anarcho-synd.icah-st tsamorgan-
isationt (Siocfiiolms Lokala Samorganisationen, Kammakargatan 4? r-TW-
3T6cffif*) produced a printed version of 'Th-e Bolshevikq--gnrl-lirlcgji.<srq
Control , 191?-192_1' under the title ?FabrikskommitteeryF i-ggka-se\rgE-
tionenr (Faitory Committec:s in the Russian Revolution)" The book had been
translated by Ingemar Nilsson and. some 2OOO copies have alreaoy been sold"

During 19??- no fewer than eight SOLIDARITY pamphlets have been
translated into Swedish and more are due shortly" Fj-rst, the Fed.erativs

tt
F<5rlag of Stockholm produced Alexandra Kollontairs 'lhe Wcrkers Opposit t

(Srbertaroppositionen) basing themselves on the SOLIDARITY text and on
pffition,footnotesaniichrono1ogy.(Ingemar}ii1sson
again d.j-d the translation, )

Then the socialist youth group in \rixjo (VIx;6 ungsocialistero Box
ZZ4, 35105 Vix3d.t, Sweden) published 'Social-sgerrg_& ' (The l'leaning
orsoci":-i"*)ivPau1Card.an*(trans]ate@ran)andtAuktoritar betinsinE. sexuall repression och Politikens frrationalitetr
(1- \-itics) ty i,t. Brj-nton. fhe lext had. been jointly translated by Peter
Kempinsky, Lars Nord.vail and Ingemar Sjc. This group of young socj-alists
has recently starteo. publishing a prin'bed paper ca1leC. 'Aqir"IIeIICE!'
(Workc'rs Power). They call thernselves council social-ists. Their paper is
an extraordinary mj-xture of syndicalJ-sm, Third, l,.iorid.isrn, and genuinely
revolutionary insights. It simultaneousJ-y publishes interviews with the
NLF in Vietnam, and advertisements for Pannekoekrs tLenin-as kilogoPhe{t.
A process of rapid differentiation seems inevitable "
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Later in 19?2 AFIS (Anarkj-sta Federationen i Stockholm, Box 1 1075 
'

rca6a Stockholm 11 ) produced' 9!19191-::--iA-9flef.*Eg:Qgrj.!-t (SocialJ-sm or
Barbarism)and.'stre!zs:-59i@t(Strate9y.|o"1nd.ustria}
Struggle) ty uarir 3'orJ.-iniE Jan bu.:l,e*ccine the :'eceptj-vity of Srtredish

anarchists to certain r;arxisi ideas anrl of certain Sr+edish marxists to the
more subversive libertarian ideas" We would -Like to stress iheir develop-
ing grasp - r:i-rroreo :-n many r:the:' parts of the rn'or1d - that what matters
is the qon-tent and _*ig.Emgql of io.eas, not the iabel stuck on them, or
the I.egitimacy or otheri'iise of their parentage "

trinqr r- in Octo"l-.er 1972 tne-limea Friq Pqqeq tsox 4O33, 9OOO4 Umea,
r *rlu*!../

Sweden) pubrj-lheo a tlanslaij'on (b;' P;di'o Lindekrant: and Anders Nord'inl
of our pamphlet on t{rs:r:j:j;.2, }_: vici;o:: se:i:ge,- /ti; al-,cut the same time
fhe group oJ litrcr'u::;I.:iEToiu,'r;ro:.:::;'ies around l'glg-Llg9"-I"i+9!f+=gJ4qH
i;t;;;;;*,'_4n,7i2?-3Iirpsiiia)wer,|,--.;.:lrb1ishings]rE-\ris@eeIt)
and adopting it as i;heir prcgramrnatic sta-lement "

The situationist gr.oup B#fuf-I.&f"S"g.! (Fack, 124,02 Johanneshov,
Sweden) rrere mean-*h.i-le p;:blistrins a S,,"Iedi.iEn version of Caj: Brendelrs
Theses o: thc Chin--se Re.;o-].uLionr b;Lsj-tr.g themsclves oil the SOLIDARITY

T[63;A;il p" od". +-ion o f -TL-iFlfelxt 
"

Other SOLID.ritIiT i:xts no,,y bei-n* tra"nsl"ated i-nbo SvJed"rsh and d-ue out
tn 1923 includa :The Pirrs C"ru:g, (iry C.rl-ffaun:e and Grainger)r_tHungaTJI 55t
(by A. Anclerso"),' 'g*-q--fl=i;:g12-*.:l_qlg1-?J1', '[ot1"l3-*c?p]t3J*f-* ltd./(uy n. Anclerson), '!*-tl3:5;--Si:g12-kr3-slgl-^l:i', 'l'tocteII--o?plt3j*f-B lnd-
R"yslqtirs', '41=.1-,:-enl.-jU-91:!#tf 1TEE {9,.-lg= ?t n+gfiqqt (al-1.bv Paul

I arlu vvrr"

ffi-ne tf,fp:.r+.ru.,.; r.;fr','-r]"r;,r;.iJ;-' rir" -"rir}'erlffi:*s aria tirc ecqqcnr-es-qf a

g_:.gqi*yi (ny p. cfiilTiei"r. 1'[rjt a]l these texts have evoked'e1f -n:aself -nranaqed socl-e tr
an echo i-, :-n our opinion, high-i-y significant"

We hope in our ne>:t issue to iiscuss the inipact of SOIIDA-RITY ideas
in the verir d.ifferent envj-ron.rnent of Japan'

I{" BO

i',:*i" r-' -- l*l'.1;1': .r ! i5.i
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REVilEW
Natalia trotsky an4 the Fourth International. Pluto Press " ?trp.

This 14-page pamphlet consists of ) d.ocuments translated f:'om a
history of French Trotskyism"(1) ft a].so contains an introduction by Jim
Higgins, a leading I.S. member. It is with thj-s int:'oduction that this :

review is concerned, for Jim Higgi.ns insinuates that ltIatal.ia Trotsky left
the Fourth International only over disagreement on the Russia-n question.

The publicati-on of these d.ocuments and Higginsr introduction to then
is not incidental frorn the standpoint of I.S" The tone of the introduction
explains the purpose: to attack the orthodox Trotskyists of tlne IMG/Unj-ted
Secretariat tendency. Just as Nhey hide their theoreti-cal bankruptcy behind.
quotations from Trotsky, Higgins attempts fo hide behino. the authorit.y of
Trotskyrs widow. But the attempt merely uncovers issues that Hj.ggj.ns would
have preferred. l-eft untouched. l,etrs examine them.

Before and after Natalia Trotsky broke openly r,v-ith official Trots-
kyism, she collaborateC closely with the Spanish revolutlonary Grandi-zo
Munis and the exiled Spanish section of lhe Fourth International" This
group later became the Fomento Obrero Revolucionario (f'.O.n.).(e) The rev-
olutionaries who founded Ir.C.R" split from the Fourth International at the
IInd Congress (tg+g) over the i-ssue of revolutiontrJljg[sa'b:Lsm during lrlorld
tlar II" According to Munis and iris "o a Trotsky -
the official Trotskyists had betrayed their ovrn principles and worlri-ng class
internaLionalism during the war by not adopting this position i.n practi-ce.

Al.read.y in 1941-42, lvlunis had critj-cised the opportunist statements
of the American SociaList Workers Party (SWP) leaders when they rvere charged
with conspiracy by the Roosevelt government i-n July 1941, and taken to trlal
to Minneapo1.is. l.lunis I critici-sms were translated by the SIdP anC included
in a pamphlet titled Defense Poli-cy in the Mlnneapolis Trial" (5) The pam-
phlet also contains the evasive answers of a veritable Trotskyist hacko one

(1) Les Enfants d.ii-Erqph,ille, Jacques Roussel, Paris
(2) nenjamj-n PSreto French revol-utionary and superb surrealist poet, was
active j.n it until hj.s untin:ely death. fhe F.C.R" publishes a regular
bulletin, A]BIE, and two of its main documents, Pour'un secon-<l panifeste
comrnu-niste and LsE_ syn:licats cog-tre la T6volutiog have been published in
Paris by-Ie terrffi-T@il-
(l) -q later reprint (lg6g) has the laughable title: what p:}ig-lg"
Revolutioni-sts - Marxism or Ultra-Leftism?
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James p. Cannon, considered in the US as lhe tfatherr of Arnerican TrotskyJ-stlt"
It is interesting to note that l'{unistcritique is only 15 pages iong' In
it he wrote of the possibility of amplifying it; and that his critique rhad

been v,rritten vrj-1;h extreme haste i.n order not to lose an j-mmeCj-ate opporLun-
ity to transnit itt"(p.15) Cannonts reply takes the rest of tbe pamphletrs
64" pu.g*u ! Mr.inis I crilici-sms , rvhich Higgins calls I ultra-lef tr (parroting
Cannon and the S,dP social patriots) were in fact amplified and published in
1946 under the ti+-le EI-Si{PJ l.a gugl:r?-i{iperia}ist?." This devastaLing
anti-critique rlas conillZTGffig'nored by the SWp and never translated for
cj-rculation. Ano like Munist previous critique, it was supported by Natalia
Trotsky, a fact that lij-ggins fails to rrrention. Logically, she too would be

an fultra-Ieftr.

l{atalia Trotsicy and the F"O.R. broke rrrith the Fcurth Internationa}
nol only on the Russian questicn (j-.e. whether Russia was a degenerated
workersr staie or a sta.r,e capitalist society) but otr the more j-mportant

issue, that of rqvolutionary delqgb,Lern during World War iI" The cverwhelm-
ingmajorityoited.theResislanceandthebourgeoi.s
struggle against Fascism (of course, with all the ttransitiona]r clauses
that trotskyists u-se to excuse their opportunism). Higgins ignores this
crucial motivation behind Natalia Trotskyrs break and prefers tc emphasise
her vievr on the Russian questi-on - tha-t Russia was state capitalist"

ri1^^ -^ricy of revolutionary Cefeatism would have been an implement-Jlrti -I:'u r-
ation of the poti"y proclaimed by a handful of revolulj-onaries in l{orId
War I (among ihem the groups arou-nd Luxernburg, Liebknecht, Trotsky, Rosmer,
Pannekoek, ieni-n). Th; slogans rThe enemy is in your own countryt, 'Turn
the imperialist war into a civil tr"Iart, and. rThe workers have no fatherland"r
u*pruui"d militant internationalisrn against the wave of patrioti-sm which
enlutfed the Social Democratic pa.rties in 1914" Similarly, in World Way II'
few socialist groups stood for revoluiionary defeatism" The majority of
the Trotskyists, even if proclaiming internationalism, tacitly supported one

side of the rvar, ttu alliea imperiaiisms. The phenomenon of Fascism in
Germany anC ltaiy didntt change the irnperialist character of the war, and

Uy parlicipating in or ..,.ppo"iing - even criticall)' - the French and other
tresistances?, many Trotsi-'yi-st groups totally abandoned class politics"
The rResistancetwas, frcm the beginning, a force supported by and support-
ing the allied capitalisms. In our imperialist epoch, tlesser-eviIt politics
of this t.ype can only serve capitalist interests"

But therers more to it" Higgins! one-sided- treatment of }iatalia
Trotskyts positions also enabies him to cover up I"S.fs theoreticai and

practilal opportunism on issues of internationalism, It suffices to ask

I.S, members r,vhat ihey l+ould have done in 1%9-4i vis-i.-vis Fascism, the
question is not acad.eilic. Inevj-tab1y, many of them would argue that the

struggle against iij-tler was a ttransitional' priority during those years'
Indeed tirat was'Lhe practice, if not the theory, of the rnajority of"the
Trotskyists during the war, The real role of the British Trotskyists in
those years is a matter that has to be stud.ied in depth; the few articles
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in existence (by Higgins himself , and by Brian Pearce) inerely cLouci. the
period i+ith self-adulatj-on. It ,niou"lC be interesting to knor.r, in exhaustive
oetai-l, for example the positions and statements of the Trotskyists in
relation tc Ind.ia, lo the Resistance in France, the exact tdefence policyr
during the trial of Jock Ilaston, a Trotskyist lead.er gaoled, in 1944.

Concernj-ng the American SWP, f cr irrstance ! vie knovr that its of ficial
version of the ltlnneapolis court proceedings ccnflict sharply v;j-th the
stenographlc court record microfilmed by lhe Fund for the Repubric" The
SWP presently uses iis ovrn versi-on -ponpously ]abeJ.1ed Socialism on Trial -asabasiced.ucatj-cnal.piecei-ntheUS.Ifthatversioffio
the core, the microfilmed one is a blatant proof of the Sl,fpts consistent
capitulation to a bourgeois court, a capitulation thai becan:e socialpatriotic,

fn France, fer{ Trotskyists stood for revol-utionary defeatism in aclear and. ccnsistent way, ra 196?-58 the French rrotskyiet group lgltg9uvri6re docurilenied. many of the patriotic acrobatics of its col-ler.$ff
duri-ng the Nazi occupation. Higgins does not oeal with these issues, mainly
because the onk point cf d"ifference between fS and officJ-al Tr.otskyism isthe Russian 6iEiion" on the nore fundamental question of revolutionary
defeatj-sm IS shares the usual Trotskyist nethodology: rl-esser evilt poli*
tics" This is confirmed by ISts statements concerning lhe troops i-n NorthernIreland j-n the surn-mer of 1969. Ii opposed calls for the inmedi-ate with_
drawal- of the troops ailegin6 the clanger of a pro'i;estant rrogromr. Equalry,
had it been in existence in the l,rar years, it l^;oulc- prcbably have found
excLises to support the I democratrc I imperialisns against Fascism"

Tl:e IS leadershi-p stanCs against what Nalalia Trotsky stood for in
her fast years" She ivouldntt have supported China against Russj-a, or the
state capitalist iriiperiallsms against US inperialisrn in Vietnam as the IS
leaders do. She'wouldn't have siood for supporting the Labour Party or the
trade unions. Her break v,,ith the Fourth fnternational r,"ras over issues far
more fundanental- than the Russian question" It luas a break, albeit incorn-plete on the issue of the Bolshevikst role in the Russian Revol-ution, -,r,rith
a lot thai is fund.amental to Trotskyism and which is sharecl just as much
by IS as by the IMG and the SLL. It is for these reasons that Higginst
introduction to the pamphlet is both d.ishonest ancl mystj-fying.

i. M.

Published by SOLIDARITY (london), c/o 27 Sandringham Road, London NW11"
December B, i9?2,
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