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NowthatthedaytodayneuisfromN.Irelandmakesit
moredifficultthaneverbeforeforeventhemosten-
thusiastie'supporterloflpeopleinstruggle'todis-
cern a.ny remotlly revolutionary potential in the sit-
uationritrcightbeusefultore-examinesomeaspects
of what has been going on there.

Few people on the left in Britain vrould have isroun much about the back-

grou4d lottir"-Civif Rights movement v,ihose march in Derry on Octobet J, I)58
f,it tfr" headlines after being batoned into the groirnd by the Royal Ulster Con-

stabu1ary. To those involved in left politics it is not real]y surprisi'ng
that a state police force should behavl in that rvay. But it T?" ' shock to

""" it iru.ppurr.irrg, and. there was a strong inclination to identify with the
marchers.'-At tile same time, sectionu oi 1i-tr"ra1-democratic opinion vas out-
raged. that such things coulc occur in the united Ki.ngdon.

Such reactions, as well as those of students who already supported the

carnpaign for Civil Rights, contributed to the formation of the Peoplers Dem-

;;;;;;'iplt.l ""s""ffi;;; 
(irro"gr, it was hardly,_ at first, orsanised) at

Queents Unirrersiiy, Belfast, For most of the I96B-f969 academic year the P'D'
r,ras a loose gfoopitg - not a united front - of anyone 

"vho 
went to-its meeti*-g:'.

The polit1caf afiiliations of those involved included Yor-mg Socialist, a4archist,
Republican, liberal and. Unionist. It was a time when most universi'ties were

th-e scene of ":-*if"r 
activlties - mass meetings, demonstrations, protest - in

the wake of the l\[ay events ih France" fn Belfast, though, students w€T€ pIe-
occupied with sociLty ana local politics outside the university'

outside, the civil Rights issue 1:ras the main preoccupation, nct only
for those r;,rtro saw themselves as political. It r'rould scarcely have been p6ss-

ible for revolutionaries at thai time to ignore it, or to oppose the dematrd

for civil Rights. The argr:ment that the danger of a backlash from a Sroup
who feel threatened .should preclude a group who fee!, and 

'i i:?' ways are

oppressed, from doing anythi-ng about thelr situation, is not aceeptable.
However, there vras a clear need to maintain class politics on other issues 

'
as well as constant prlncipled criticism of the orientation toward civil rights
per se and Republican nationalisrn.

In August 1969, the spasnbdic rioting, d.emonstrali5 lno,police re-
pressi.on reached ,- ,.L* pirasel rrith attacks by pollce and Protestant extremists
on catholic ghettoes i-n Irerry and Belfast" lhe inhabitants of the ghettoes

defended their aleas, set up bafficades, and deciared the zones rFree Derryr

and. -rFree Belfast r . Revolutionaries in Britain and eibiddd--responded wt*t?t

enthusiasm to what was seen as the self-defence of vrorking class gornrounities,

self-organisation behinh the barricades, exclusion of state forces*' Sone

*S"" tlerry: IIov,r the people foughtt in Egfi4gift Vo1.5, rio'2'
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hoped that the Protest-
ants, who were tloing the
sa,me sort of thing in
their areas, rrould come

to see the light through
the erperience of self-
activity ancl abandon
their sectarian lirays.
The Catholics were gen-
eralIy assumed to be
seeing the light alreadY,
but ln fact the propag-
anda of torange Li3.yt on
the Protestantsr rad.io
statlon in Belfast ne,s
natched by rRadio Free
Belfast r, To'ith Republican
rryth-and-martpr history
and, record requests
featr.ring tRifles of the
f .R.A. t as regular top
of the hit parade. This
radio rras run from a
house in the tr'aIIs by

trc$bers of the P.D., mtro no doubt tried to put oves soue socialist ed.ucation
as we1L. Ie,ter it beca.ne a source of sorne enbarassnent: rqhen there was a
suggestion that an LP record should be nade of its broadcasts, the Central
Gomnittee ulas afraid that it coulcl not appeai non-seetarlan without re-writing
historlfr. l,ater still, the racllo was cited without qualificati.on as one of
their inportant contrlbutions#.

rHr tfrA
1rhe P,D. presence in the ghetto ca,nne to an end when the I.R.A reasser-

ted its control the"", ancl there was a general tightening uP. But the failure
of the I.R.A. to justify, in their own terms, a position of power by effective
defence of the area had lost then a lot of support, ivtrich was not reconciled
by their methods of taking over the sltuation. The split in the leadership
was formalised early in I)lO rihen the organisation divided into r0fficialt
and rProvisionalr w'i.ngs. Both wings tend to call themselves socialist; both
enjoy the declared support of many professed revolutlonaries. For bothr the
the prime ain is a rxrited Ireland., to be achievedl either through the type

tF"Minutes of P.D. Central Comnittee meeting, Ltarch 9, T974.

J+*
By I[.Farre11 in U4free CitizeJr, Janr:ary 7, 1972,
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of military canpaign wagerl by the Provisionals, or through the negoatiation,
collaboratlon and power-sharing more typical of the Officials. The means

are interchangeable, as has been shown, for example, by the Provisionalsr
truce r,rith the British Army and the Officialst bomb at Aldershot"

The 0fficials are influenced by the Communist Party of Ireland, and

have much in common lrith CP front organisations, historically and today.
Perhaps the main characteristic is ruthless opportunism. To clte a few in-
stances; when M"Farrell moved a resolutlon about tCivil Rights, North and

Southt in the Clvil Rights Association executive, their representatives voted
for it to be trefeped. backt (i.e. forgotten about) - althougi: it vras adopted
as thgir policy a fevr inonths tater; their intervention 1n the Cit'izensr De-
fence Commi.ttee vrith rnstructicns to rd.emocratiset cr else undermine and

abolish them; the attempt to form a Natj-onal Liberation L[ovenent (ne Front),
of which the firnction r,,ras explicitly no! to promote social-ism; and the con-
testing of seats ln the Dai1, Stormont: r,,,restminster, and recently local gov-
ernment and N"Ireland Assembly. In lrela.nd", this all takes place in the con-
text of rhetoric abor-:.t Republicanism not being sectarian, but tthe mighty
struggle of the people hastening to be bozn into nevv national life in which
all the children of the nation must move forv,rard to one and the same goal,
the reconquest of Ireland for the people of freladd...'r (United Irishman,
July I!lO).

One of the grounds for the Provisionalsr criticism of the Officials
was the influence of the C.P.f. which'!'{as seen as the rbetrayal of legitimate
Irish republicanismr. The Officials were denounced as rRepublican Red Guardsr,
N.L.F., etc., accused of intimidation, of making fundanental changes in Rep'
ublican policy and indoctrinating people v.rith the f foreign socialism? of
Marx, tiao and Castro. rRed elementsr were never again to be allov'red to get
a grip on the novement. fnstead the Provislonals ivoulC lead rour peoplef to
the rNati-onal- Idea1, a tr'ree Dernocratic Socialist Republi-c acceptable to the
Iri.sh people' , in the tradition of Connolly and Pearse (-&-&!.1a"n!, Jr:ne f970) .

In a more recent examination of the national ideal, the Reeublican }iews, Feb-
flrarnr 2, 1971, asserted: tDemccracy dernands that Unionists take a political
place in the lrlew Irish State... Democracy will have more chance of success
if fnndanental unifying influences are present, such as language, race, nat-
ionality, religion. ". The state exists for the people, so the people should
participate in the stater or else there results the tseLf-inflicted dictator-
ship of the few over the manyr . I[ot ei prospect to en-bice the average Prot-
estant ruorker.

Apart from these theoretical refinements, the Provisionals? practice
of trying to bomb the Protesta:rts into a united lreland i.s enough to cond,emn

them. Apoiogists for their campaign often clalm: (") ihat a particular
atrocity was cormnitted by someone elseg (t) tnat they gave adequate warning
(naively trusting to the good faith, and uifi"iut "y, of their arch enenies) I
(") ttrai trre u.lla. anaf oi Brj-tish arrny have done much r!,orse things (as if rve

should prefer whichever group may have caused slightly less carnage to date).
An exa,nple of the double standard at vrork appears in Soqigl!*--'doIker, June

9, 1975, under the headline tloyalists step up temor campaignr" The writer
claims that aitacks on Catholic pubs were rclearly aimed to cause maximr:m



-/r-

civilian deaths and lnjrrries. This is in marked contrast to the- tactics of
the Republicans uho always try to minimise casualties vrhen they bomb civilian
target-s. r An rmuystified obseffier m:ight consider the best vray to minimise

"".rrl*ti"s 
would be to stop bombing civilian targets.

In fact, none of the groups committed on the Republlcan si'de is prepar-

ed to give the Protestants much choice about going into a united lreland, how-

"""" tf,ey envisage the process of persuasi.on, coercion or conversion. The

lapse into more or less authoritaria,n Republicanism occurs by default in po}-
itical groups i.n Ireland if they make no effective critique_of this tendency.

It is afso 
-eciroed by those to whom the background is not fu11y fa.miliar and

*fro-"""-"ot ajert tl tfre implicai:ions, in the lrish context, of phrases like
rJl-cowrly| r rA11-Irelar1d r, tarry occupationt , and rBritish Imperialismt '*

fr.-D DEGT NTftATTS
The degeneration of the P.D. into Republidanism was afuvays probable,

d.espite the aitempts to be non-sectarian, to act on olass issues, to oppose

the regime in Eire and. to criticise ].R.A. tactics, The Republicans did not
take over evezyone in !.D..- many 1ef,t at various stages - but they now dom-

inate completely what is left. i[.Fu,rye}l wrote in Unfree Citizg+. Jal:.uary l,
T9T2t that of course P.D, should co-operate vrith Republicans, although there
,*. "t:.ff a need for it as a seperate socialist party whi.chr_uhi1e particip-
ating fu11y in the Northern str'r.ggle, was also activellr 11v.o1ved in class
stru[gle in ttre South. Anong tirS"mi6tates of the past which it was noui naking
up f6i, he noted under-empnasis of the national question and Irish unity, and

excessive asxiety to placate Protestapt workers. Unfr-e-e .Oitizeq, Novembet 20,

I972t included a'eormaent from Dublin P.I. that no para1le1 was possible be-

tween UDA bonbs and Provisional fEA bombs. Oo February 5 this yeare as well
as designating Prot6stant workers as taristocracy of labo'art, it defended the
practice of assA-q,sinating U.D.B. men on the grounds that it serves them rightt
ihey shouldnf t have joinea - :-ite Bri-tish soldiers'

One of the beneficiaries of the P.D,rs decline and the disillusionment'
of some political eLenents with Republicanisn r,vas the Stalinist (in tfre deep-

est a;nd iruest sense of the word) British and Irish Communist Organisation,
ano 1rs orlsprl-ng the l{orkersrAssociation for the }enocratlc settlenent of l

the llational Conflict in Ireland (W.e.), Ttrey have a different angle on the

situation, putting forriiard the t?wo i{ationsr theory, to the effect that the'
Northern Protestants have as valid a claim to nationhood as the South of Ire-
landi they advccate self-deternina.tion,for each nation with fu11 civil rights
ior'tir" ni-nority in each*x. To this end, the 1ii.A. is currently engaged in
helping the ruling class to solve its problems, working for the- acceptance

of tfre-ffl:i-te Paper as being of benefit to workers as vrel-l as other classes
(vr€tgrs' Weet<tX, April 6, T911)i

*Thi" sort of mistake is noticeable
Solillarity, Vc1.'6, no.9i see also

in ny article roecupied Irelandr in
folIow-up discussion in VoI.6, no'II'

*$ee tetter from a member of the W"A. and our reply, &lidaritX Vo1.7, rto')'



It may be that the sort of solution tov,ards which the n'11n9 class seems

to be moving: nould be the best possible outcomg fron a humanitarian viewpoint'
Hr:manitarian instincts are not to be despised., but political positions are

not ad.opted on the basis of gazing into a c:rystal ba11, eonsidering rvhether

one outiome i,rould involve less bloodshed ln the short term than another, and

working towards it for that reason. The other justification for vrorking to
establish bourgeois democracy - that it r'rould lead to the energence of elass
politics - is nechanistic and unsubstantiated by historical experlence. And

in the meantime the government ihat l.revolutionariesr had helped to insial
would be doing its worst, suppressing, oppressing and exploitlng the working
class"

w{jf;'rttr i; s' ./:, :I:i{i'{: t A ---" I #fi1 .

A11 the sameo the Y,I.A. can prcvide a useful corz'ective to the pro-IRA
transports of large sections of the left" Unfortunately, it does not always
avoid the conve"s" drrrg"r of concentrating c::iticrsm on one side'ahd making
allowances for the o-i;her. To the trY.A, P:rotestant nationalisn is basically
correct, so it is predisposed to take an optimistic vi-err of Protestant organ-
isations" Thus Yaiguard is criticised for its negative stancel";hen the S.D'L'P,
came out with criticism ofrilnrftovisionals, and the U,l"A-. if,rllliEifltiEP show

itself to Cathollcs as a genuinely der.rocratic force, for exe'mple b7 not murder-
ing Catholics rrho enter lrrniestant no-go areas ('i'Iorkersr T'IeqElf ,July 28,
7912). For j.nter:raij-onalisis, ihe o.uestion of definiirg a nation remains
acad.emic" R.egarding freland. as one natj-on would not be grounrls for support-
ing the I.R"A. But it does make mcre sense to see the conflict b.s betvreen.

naiionalisms, wj.th all that that implies in terms of j-rrational identification
and mythical unity of in-cerests across class llnes, rather than between re-
ligions (as escapists r,",'l:o prefer to koep rt rernote anC incornprehensj-ble prefer
t"*tiri"f.), or between elasies (as r,t-shful revolutionaries insist).

Another thing about the r.Y":\. is ih.ai it iends, 1ogica11y enough, to
ad.opt a position of support fo:: the use of repressive state raachinezy. The

role of the British army is dcfe:rrled.. Int:::nnent is acc:pted, because the
authorlties are ihought to have gc-l;, on the rhole, the right people locked up,
so there is no question of releasj:ngfchanging ihe political prisone::s, Such

complacency is not possible for liberta:'rans; fnternment is not an aberrat'
ion, or a tragic nelessii',', but indicates the real nature of lvhat r're are up
against. Similarly, r,ie are not obligeC to d.isbelieve or disprove accounts
of British army bruta.lity, or to suppcrt the use of the state army. This
d.oes not meam., though, that the call for i,rithdr:aual of troops can be automat-
ica1ly endorseci. trven i.f ll,e lgnore or rationallse ar,vay the possi-b1e corse-
qo"n"L", and. the customary coupling of the d.emand r,i.th rVictory to the IRA',
it would still be accepting the existence of a staie army, in action or in
reserve, regarding the soldiers as passive lnstz'r:ments io be used or rith-
d.ravrn at the behest of their and our masters.

:tr I
i,i

.qf t{r*r+ ,llLilirf"
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0n the other hand, the attemPt to
subrert troops is always valldr and can-
paigns to encourage and. facilitate desertion
frave a place in revolutionary practi.ce.
Ert the afun should be to help soldiers re-
alise and reject their role in all lts as-
pects, not just one particular application,

. &rtracting the troops fron the sit-
r:ation night at least nrake it more diffleult
to peddle confusionist slogans about the kind
of stmggle going on. The line about tPeople
are attacking soldiers, therefore.we support
them and those whon they support (tire fru)'
would have to be changed, and. the current
nonsensical formulati-ons about all the Pro-
testants being aristocrats of labor:r andfot
fascists would be even less convincing on
their orryn.

We do not deny the right of either working class community to defend
itself, but there is no revolutionary content ln the confrontation between
then. To see the development of events as at all hopeful must be to i.gnore
nost of what**is going on. tr'triren individuals in'th6 vromenrs liberation movement
talk about the acti.ve part played by 1?omen and the necessity to tsupport our
sisters in strugglet, it always turns out to mean support for the Provisional
I.R.A. The stnrggle of some sisters against the policies of the I.R.A. lead-
ersh:ip, e.g. the Derry rPeace Vlomenfr( is presr:mabIy misguided; that of our
Protestant sj-sters just doesnrt come into it.

In a pamphlet which did make an attempt to discuss the roots of the
doroinant ideologies*i the Belfast Libertarian group held out a fai::.t hope of
international youth revolt making its influence felt against authoritar"ianj-sn,
ff thls is happening in freland, it is at present deeply submerged. For
nany young people the troubles have reinforced the impulse to docility, re-
spectability, acceptanee of parentai authority, a:rd the most apparently un-
disciplined and rebellious are those r,vho take the traditional loyalties to
excess instead of flouting then. There must be very few indeed. uho would
derqr being either a Proiestant or a Catholic; most i,rould be violently partisan"

In the long term, in freland as else,,*rere, the youth revolt, and the
self-assertion of rvomen, lril1 have an inportant part to play in the context
of class struggle as a whoIe. It[eanwhile class society eontinues, acting out
its struggles in the industrial arena more intensively than on the streets,
Not only has lndustrial production increased in N.fz"eland slrlce the start of
the present troubles (according to Workersr I,Ieekly-, Belfast BuLletin of the

?ine Out, tEire,s Censored Interriew,, Jwrc IJ-21, 1971.
t6

See
*r+
Reviewed in Solid.arity, Yo1.l, no,Z,
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British and Irish Communist Organi.sation, Febrr:ary 9c 7971) - and the latest
set of lnenployment figures show a significant drop - but t'Jhi-te1am ean boast
of a trecord. of industrial stability second to nonex'

E'ven so, the conditions of erploitation in industrial production are

such that no moderrr Capitalist society is stable. Workers have to react
against it from tine to time, and they do, even in N,Ire1and'. A recent example

vras the dispute at the Harland & Vtrolff shipyard in Belfast#, played dovm in
the British press and ignored by normally strike-happy sections of the 1eft,
no doubt beciuse the Protestant workforce was farling to live up to its re-
actionaly fascist image. There is a point of departure here for class politics.
It is l*iit"ty, ho,,vev6r, that any political group on the spot will be able to.
intervene or influenee ihe workers. As vre1I as the physical danger associated
u.ith any attenpt at action, there is the likelihood of being branded with the
religiols atfiliation of the first fevr contacts, and. therefore doomed to re-
jeetion by the othe:: section of the. class (contrary to sorae rumours, not every
Cathollc in N.freland is irnemployed).

For revolutionaries i.n Britain, intervention is hardly an option with
reference to N.Ireland" 1.1{e can always protest against the actions of fourr

ruling class, but r,rith the obligation of absolute clarity on opposition to
other ruling classes, actuat ana potential. There remains the massive task of
demystificaiion, to irhich ure have made some contribution, notably with the
rthLses on Irelandr in Solidarity, Vol.J, no.Ig there is room for much more.

L,W.

*,,SIh"r"r" 
the number of days lost through industrial disputes in Great Britain

for the first I0 months last year was lOlI per thousand rvorkers, ,the figure
for the whole year in Northern Ireland was 617 and just under Bfl' of that
figure is accounted for by one single ind.ustrial disputetr - Whitelaw, quoted

in Irish Tim.es, January 2J, T971, So much for the Irish revolution as a
threat to capitalism!

tE++

See article in ]{pfEgrql_-1lcice., May, T975.

l, LJ'*;i{:, i-i 1{:i;: :,{ i_If-iiiliIf '1iii
ii

A paper for militants - in industrY
a total critiqr.re of nodern societyr-
fication! of its vaiues, ideas, and

Send sI to S0LIIAEITI (London) r c/o
8.6.e to :receive forthcoming issues
lets- to that .m}:e.

and elsewhete. Attempts
and a systematic rdemyst'i-
forus of organisation'

123 Lathom Road, London
of the paper and PanPh-
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HTV'*LI-JTI*hIAP'Y

A:q'lomensrl,i-terationmeetinginltalyTasinvad'ed
and broken up by chanting left-wing males' Their

- slogan was; Power Comes Out of The End of a Penis'
:,

Revolution, for the orgasmic revolutionary, is the wet-drea.med goal.
The orgasmic revoiutionary is one vrho thinks of radical social change exclus-
iveLy i-n terms of violent revolution. But it is important to realise that
ifr:.r" orgasm (a male orgasm), as in real Iife, does not take place in a vac-
uum. fi is related to the circunstarrces suroundi-ng and producing it. Thus

whilst the orgasnlc revolutionary is mesmerised b5. the spectacle of revolutiont
that violent eruption is directed at something concrete and specific" v,hilst
not representative of the Movement, as a type he is to be found deeply en-
bedded in it, Be he an Anarchist he might be described, depend.ing on his
brand of Anarchi-sm, as a *-arrker - not that there is anything rrrong with a
good wank, far fron lt, but i-b does depend on the outfall and in which clirect-
ion the political wind j-s blowing. Be he a Marxlst-Leninist he night be

characterised as a rapist" tr',&riIst the fornel: on occasions can be a positive
menace, the latter, given thc chance, is a permanant menace. Naturally enough
every orgasmic revolutionary has a fetishism of one kind or another' Slhat

follows is a brief and irnfortwrately inad.equate skirting of this very inter-
esting subject

The Badge Fetishist. The Bad.ge Fetishist has changed his habits over
the years. Badge Fetishism probaly reached. its peak, in this country, in the
early nj:re.teen-sixties, when motorists travelling along the A.4 in a west-
erly d.irectlon were dazzled by the flashing of sirnlight bouncing off the
badges of the Badge Fetishists narching towards the womb, that is to say,
London. Sornewhat of a convention for these types, Alderrnaston boasted their
anoraks and duffle-coats bedecked vrith their fetish" Particulartry keen aqu-
isitions were the various antl-bomb badges, especially manufactured for them
in a back room in ri{ardour Street, These days Badge Fetishism aam.ifests 1t-
self not so much with the quantity of badges worn, but with the,size and qual-
1ty, Take, for example, the Armed Love badge. An interesting exanple thist
with its monster size and bhint orgasmic symbol - the qp}-q?chihe girn, The
badge, as part of the orgasmi-c make-up, is obviously an indispensable iten for
the would-be orgasmi-c re'rolutionary. 

' :

Next we come to the Blacl< Leather Coat Brigacle, not to be confused with
the below.the;I<nee style of a certain pre-war German,.€Eoup. lhat style is_
rather unpopular these days" The present trend is a nifttra jacke.t length black
leather esat - brown is a- permitted variation. The wearing qf gugh apparel
instills a strong sense of orgasmic potency in the y/earer" From'my observat-
ions these,types, r,'irho are the real hardcore orgasmic.m-erchants, aafr: be seen
propping ,rp a bar in any tovrn after an orgasmic meetingl, dipCussing such
classics as Trotslqlts @rmanan-!-Ergction and LenfrilS'How Not To
Io It" or" Premature E.'iaculation and Other Infantile Disorderso

GAShdlta)
l#(t1
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Group Fetishism is perhaps the most re-

vrarding phenonena to study, and can usually
be observed on demonstrations, lvhich tend
to act as a strong nragnet for such activ-
itj.es. Group Fetishisnn is best understood
if the reader thinks of group sex, without
multiple orgasms, or any orgasm, come to
that, because the mj-stress, the much-wooed

r.rorking class is invariably mi-ssing on

such oceasions, orr if present disdains
the rustle of black leather coats rubbing
up against j-t. It is on oecasi-ons such as

these that irousers are bursting, so to
speak, as the orgasmic adrenalin courses
through the veins

To help v,ftip up the desired frenzy various articles are requi'3d, 
,

wtrich fron my otseivai:-ons, have a^n unmistakeable fetishist quality about them'

Foremost of these is the rbannerr. The bigger the tba'nnerr the better' To

hold the rba.nnert is, for the luc}ry orgasmic revolutioRaryt a great personal

thril}, evell g?eater if his gfouprl rbanner' is bigger than a comrade grouprs
rbaru:ert, greiter sti11 if even ligge, than a rival orgasmic groupts rbannerr,

Group Fetishism is usually most spectacular in the womb of wombs, !o*:
don, rvhen on occasion, orgasmic revolutionaries start ariving by the busload '
Assembling as an orgAsmic mass, r'iith the other marchers, they set off from

Ilyde Park or Torver 'Eiff nofaing their rbanrrersr and a few wearing a I crash-

hlUret t - 4 sort of inverted jock-strap to contain the excitement' Thus

equipped they make their i,-ray in a long thin orgasmic line to a dubious
erection called tNelsonts CoIuPnr in Trafalgar Square'

Though ideological differences occur amongst the orgasmic gSoups march-

ing - over, for instro"u, the best position in v,rhich to achieve the orgaslll^-

on a demonstration these differenc"" u,r" forgotten as they raLly together for
the sake of orgasmic unity, utterlng a strange rythm:ic chant that ebbs and

f1ows, depending on the efiectiveness of their fetishist crutches' One of
these crutches are blue qniforroed individuals knovrn as rpolicer, lrho can be

gr.raranteed to push up the orgasmic adrenalin qulte spectacularly' Thus steam-

Ja ,.p every Sati.rrday afternoon, the streets of London echo v'rith a v'ronclrous

orgu,u*i" wail, whj-Ist their dreamed of nistressese the cause of all this, are

at Hlghbury or t{est Ham watching a rnore interesting game ca11efl tfootballr"

From studying the orgasmic revolutionary and hls antecedents over a
period of eleven years I have come to the regrettable conclusion that cast- :
ration might be an effective cure for their malady. Had not Lenin dreaned of
waving ti:-s weapon-ir'rfri"i, he fetishised into vrhat Le ca1led rThe Party') over

the world, he and they might ]rave been a lot better off. As it is, these

types are a real problem, because rmable to inject their seed into the roass

o-f- tfr" populatibrrl g'ir"r,.'the chance they end up by imposing it on then'
Ifftri.ch strikes mQ as being a clear case of rape'

Des Truction.



, Becentl5r nost of the tleftist' press celebrated the anniversary of the
taborted revoluti-on' of 1968 in France. For them it was but a rehearsal for a

revolutionary uprising which will come rwhen the cond.itions are riper. Looking
back at this brief hour of sunshine in the tedium of capitalist dreariness,
one aqgzing characteristic sprj-rigs to mind. The whole outburst took every si-ngle
person, group and organisation by surprlse - trad revs, libertarians, sociologists,
econonists, the lot. Everyone in the big industrial cities, partlcularly in Paris,
uas cairied away by the tid.a1 wave of events. l{any sank; sorae fLoated. But many

rode the wave, were the wave. TheSr blevr their raj-nd.s. fhey stopped being scared
of the turlmown. Alnost from one day to the nerb, their hang-ups and taboos d-i-s-

inlegrated'; People started a tri-p into human possibi-litles, creating an explosion
6f nausical, poetic, sexual and poiitical activity. Things were going a thousand.
tin9qfadterthanthegrind.i:rgwork'-eat-s}eeproutine.

Then things apparently stopped. People did not have the courage to break
down d.eeply enough the barriers in their nj-nds. People becane scared again of too
much dlsintegration. But nevertheless they had time to catch a glimpse of what it
cou}.d" be like. From then on things coulcl never be the sa&e as before. This g1i-mpse

started. a ehain reaction which broke d.orrn social taboos, atti-tudes and values. It
was like a trigger. True, there hao been sparks before, and plenty of explosive
situations, but somehow tha fuse had never been properly lit.

A new characteristic of this developnent enaerged l-ater. Ihere was no

explosion, nothing spectacular. There have been no inilitant mass strikes or llass
demonstrations since L95B in France, only foca.Lised. ones. The movement has bubbled

away und.erground. For how long it r+ilI continue no one can tell' The eruption
could:take place next ylar - or tonight. l

0n the surface everything seemed to have rgone back to normalr. A lot of
poeple nho were acti-ve in 1968 became bitter and. disillusiorured in f969. People

accepterl union agreements, and went baek to the work-eat-sleep routine. ulhat else
couti they have aone? But here and there things started to happen, especially
among the yor:ng. School classes and uni-versi-ty lectures were interrupted. In some

instances, stud.ents challenged everything they rrere being taught. Many teachers in
Paris gsked for transfers to quieter country towns, Not only are students refusing
to be taught irrelevancies, but some lecturers don't want to teach them. idhole

depart4ents are just d.oing nothing, like in the new University of Vjncennes iust
east of Paris. At the end oi the year r..rniversities just .give degaees'to whoever
can be bothered to take exatns. They dontt give a da.mn,,in arts as,_well as in the
Sciences. I{ho1e laboratories have virtually stopped doing any kind of scientific
wort. fnstead people play the guitar, write political leaflets' spray slogans
ord,rawingsontheunj-versitywa-Lls.(r) '': 

,,' ' . :

- 
! : ::(f) Iwo University Professors of Mathenatics and. Physics j.n Paris were arestbd

in 197I for d,oing just that.
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The sane sort of phenonenon is taking place in rnany areas. In the winter
of f9?g-?l:on€ of the largest car factories in France had an order fron the French

riot police for ?Q special eoaches fitted with all sorts of extras, such as fast
,"our"" speed. Fearing that something might happen to the coaehes on the assembly

line the management posted. nearl,y as nany inspeetors and supewisors as there were

workers, to nake u,rrl tir.t the latter did not use their creative (or rather d,estruct-
ive) :nitiative. The chaps coul-d do nothing at this sta6e.. But the electrical
instaLlation was much more difficult to kvep an eye on. The workers fixed' it so

that all the electrical systems.ehort-circuited. when the coaches were fully oper-
ational. The coaches had to be brought back to the faetory one by one. Thls tioe
there sg1.9, two inspectors per worker and only one worker per coach, so that he

could be identified if tryifr:.og funny happened. Needless to pay, the chaps took
their tirne, No one was v:ictinispd. but that contract must have cost the firn (and

The Women's Lib l{oveolent was unknown in France at the end of }958r apart
froan a few individual militants. In 1959 groups began to_ emerge. In 1970 some

groups, various indlviduals and a number of doctors got together and decided to
create eentres lrhere woglen coLild obtain abortion on demald for whatever fee they
could afford. This nas done under the cover of legal advice and. the centres had tn
stay underground at first. Early this year a group of 55O French doctors declared
pubhcly that they had been perfo:mlng abortions, that they were currently performing
abortl.ons a:rd that they would continue to do so. Under tr'rench law this was not only
a crinlnal offence, but the doctors j-nvolved shoul-d, also have aJl been struck off .

the med.ical reglster. Jn fact no one was proseeuted, no one was struck off. New

centres are now being created. They are sti1l free, or you give whatever you can
afford to keep then going. They all use the vacuum method. The consequences of
the doctcrst action were so <leep and widespread that only a few weeks ago, during
the morning B orclock news, a najor radio "tution 

(nurope no. 1) broadcast inter-
views with women coni-ng out of one of those centres 1n the nriddle of Paris.
Although the address of the eentre r,ras not given, a lot of details were provided -
how quick the operation was, how it could be done d.,"tring your lunch hour, it wasnrt
painful, it was free, etc.

In 19?0, coffee ,riachines'were installed for. the use of the staff in one of
uries in Paris. (l) Young employees, nale andthe largest French lnsurance eolrpe

fernale, spotted a machine away from the busy corridors. They got into the habit of
meeting around this nachine morriing and afternoon - although there is no official
tea or coffee break in iriost places in France. at the begianing they were only a
handful but the word got around and soon there were dozens. Soneone brought a
guitar and the breaks becarae longer and more regular - especially the afternoon
break. It started at 4 p.m. and was soon extended untl] the end of the day at 5.15
p.o. Up to !O people would come from all department. They were breaking down the
barriers inposed upon them by the management ana the union bureaucracy. One after-

2) From fuformations Coriespondance Ouvrieres, U bis rue Laboi Roui11on,
Paris-I9. no. 106-IO7, June-Ju1y, L971, p.J0.
(:) Assurances Generales -de tr'rance , also fron f$Q.e rlo. 106-107' pp. 19-20.
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poon they even tried to hold a pop concert in the basenent of the building. Unfor-
tunately, when it got a bit noisy (people werr, drunming with anything they could
1ay their hancis on), a 6toup of nanagers declded tlr-ings had gone too far, and stopp-
ed the concert. The guitar player got the sack. The managenent found its own ioay

to stop the daily gatherings: the coffee nachlne was found wrecked the next morning
a:rd. was never repaired.

The roanagenent might find ad-hoc measr,Lres to try and counter ra:rk and file
dtri;ggle and organisation, but j-t becomes more and more difficult to stop peoples'
imagination. Attitudes, especially those of young people have changed d'rastieally
since lvlay-J,lne 1968, This is no accident. A 1ot of people realised ln this period

that it was .pg!}!g to do things itrhich previously were only part of a dream. The

uprising did. not brlng about a soclaf revolution but it may be the prerequisite for
one, nanely a revolution in young people's attitudes. They are no longer scared of
losing their jobs. fhey are not tied by their rfamily dutiesr. They donrt give a

dann for the authorities. They have turned away from traditional channels of strugg-
lerof rnakiag demands through unlon stewards and delegates.

g,t
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In the insulance eonpany there was no strike for an official coffee break,
people nerely took it, and worked a six-hour day. fn the car factory workers did
:c'';demonstrate agai"nst the nanufacture of potj-ee coaches, they sabotaged production.
There were no big demonstrations to legalise abortion, people created. their own

abortion centres. These examples are not isolated actions, but symptoos of
,feliberate and organised novements on a very wide rcale which nor,* affect the
whol-e of tr"rench society. One rarely hears about them - they donrt make nice
headlines in 'workerst papers'. Yet they are no less important than a strike for
a lO/i wage increase. They are part of the daily life of work in factories, offices
and schools. 1t is in everyd.ay life that there has been a collapse of traditional
authority. People, especially the young, do not rely on others to do things for
them - they orgarrise and d.o it themselves; not only because it is their only way

to survive the absurd.lty of work, but also because for them it is a neaningful
creation which 1n a way herald.s new types of social structures errd relations where

people and life r.ake seflse.

C.$ r
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on the $olidaritY
Wavelength

This article is the third in a serles dealing with the
- development of Solidarity-type ideas in d'ifferent parts

of the wor1d., It is with the various Europeart groupst
discussed in this issue, that Solidarity has had the deep-
est and longest association and exchange of ideas.

Some European groups were ton the Solidarlty wavelengthr long before
the existence of Solidarity. In fact some of the earliest opposition to
!en1n and. 1,enlnrst philosophy came from the Duteh coirncil commuaist movement.
Their best }o:own spokesman and theoretician uras Anton Pannekoek':' who did
more than just attack Leninism in its concrete Russian realisation. He tore
Lenints philosophlr as expressed. before the Russlan Revolution in }tlaleriP,lism
and Empirio-criti-cism, to pieces.* Pannekcdc showed that bolshevism had

@omeobscurereaso11,butthatitswho1eideo1orywasfrom
its outset essentially bourgeois

The influence of the councj-l commrmist movement was widespread - first
in Hollarrd, Austria and Germany, ]ater in Belg"ium and France" &t the whole
it has always remained a Marxist movement insofar as it has accepied l\fla.rxts

eeonomic and social'categories, This fact could partly explain why the coun-
ci1 commr:nist movement, which was very active before the Second. world war, did
not develop, and wtry it has in most places practically gone out of existence.
There are some surwivors from the heroic days but few organised groups, One

of the most important of these, Thought and Action (Iaaa en Gedacht) in n9f.13.nd

has uanaged to survive because it has remai-ned open to new ideas; ideas which
came from the anarchists, and. after the Second world war, from the French
g.l.oup Socialisme ou Barbarie, from the Dutch Provos and eventually from Solid-
arity. fhis open-mindedness has brought Thought and Action closer to Solid-
arity than any other rernaining cor:rrcil commrrnist group. Although they are a
very small Soupr they have helped us develop contact with German groups and

have translated frarty tf olr" pubiications, mai.nly industrial articles from the
magazine, into Dutch and German. Solidarlty has trarrslated C.Brendelrs
Theses on the Chinese Revolution, originally published by Thought and Action,
into English.

.Para11el to the coixrcil communist movementr a Sroup called. Socialisme
ou Barbarie (S ou B) was formed in tr'rance in 1949 atter a break from the French

Trotskyist organisation Parti Communiste International. The contributj-on of
this new group to the development of revolutionary tl:eory was immense' For
the first time it developed i detail"d revolutionary critique of }darxlsm - not
just of Lenints interpretation of it, Socialisme ou Barbarie took revolution-

)t̂  S"" Lenj-n as a Phllosopher, to be republished, soon by Merlin Press'
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theory several steps further on from ;L6; the council communists had left
and the group hacl in turn an influence on the development of several coun-

communisi groups, pariiculariy ln Holiand and France

In the.late I950ts most of the politi.cal activity in Franee was focused
on the Algeria.n war, At thls time nany young people who were d'issatisfied'
v,,ith the atti-tude of the traditicnal organisations towards thj-s parti-cu1ar
probler,r vrere attracted by Socialisme ou Barbarie, Although the group contin-
ued to develop its ideas, ii rru conposed of widely- dj-ffering political tend-
encies, rangii.g from ex-iordigists to near Anarchists. These political diff-
erences were brought into the open in I95B o-rer the question or revolutionary
organisation. The majori-ty of S or: B (and. Cardan) fett the need for a rev-
olutionary o:rg'ani-sation of a non-T,eirrnist type. A minority thought that any

organisation lvould eventually end rrp like a}l previolls ones, as some kind of
leidership, anri this irrespective of its internal stn:cture, ai-ms and methods.

The rninoriiy subseluenily ]eft the gz'oup and formed Informations Liaisons
Ouvrieres uui.ict l*"s ]u.t"r to becone Informations Correspondance Ouvrieres,
(r.c"o),x In T961, the ex-tsordigist iendency 1eft,- and published a paper

called'pou+orr Ouvrier. which "ur=nd 
to appear in 1969" Tn A967 So*ialisqP ou

Brrbariffided its publication for an unknov'ryt period'rx* and the
group stopped meeiing"

Since the first appearance of Solidaritlr, in Ip50, close relations were

maintained $rith S cu B. Their articles ,vere translated and published in English
beeause vre felt the challenge to tracli1;ional revolutionary icleas - and later to
tt rriu* itseli - expressed in 'bhem was (and still is) badly needed in Britain.

. Here, in the
translated from the

Xa,!e of publ-icalion
in r_"_e$Sb

July I!6O

September I!50

April-iv1ay T962

or,Jer cf iheir appearance in llnglish, is a list of articles
magazine Eocjalisme o_u tsarbqr:lg and published in solidarity.

Eryll.ish Ti_t1-e O+Lgl+al French r-efelence in
Sociafisme ou Barbarle

&riaEs* neaffir { no"I (March-Apri1 f949)
tsocialisme ou Earbariel

The social:,st progra.li 
?E;lor!r$l{#:ffi:-.13?3}r".",

WorkrnJE class. Cons-ci:. no'27 (April-}'fay 1959)^ extracts
ffi from rProl-etariat et organisationr
vot.Z,ioZ-t -

ofrrformu,tions 
Corresponocncc Ouvriercs, IJ bJ,s rue Labois Rouillon, Paris T!,

France. ,.'
+r,ttAux abonnes et ]ecteurs oe Social-isqe,og*Bqrbarig' , (to the subsribers and



May IP6!

August I!65

August 197I

l{arch 1972

Date'of publioation
in ICO 'in French

November I!5{

Decembe,r I!6.f

J:uAy i)66 to April

February 1968

March I!68

December I,968

-1,7 -
Illod.ezn Capitalism and
Revolutioq

.The Fate of l@rIlsm in
Solidarity vo1.4t no,1

-#

(Iater produced as a
pamphlet)

nos"]I ,12,11 (Dec 1960-Feb 7)62)
t Le 1,,[ouve'ment Revolutionaire
sous 1e CaPitalisme I''[od.erner

no,J6 (Apri1-Jr:r:.e t96il rIllarxi-sme

et Theorie Revolutionairer Part
I: tla Situation historique du
marxisme ei }a noti-on dtortho-
d.oxier

nos,15-17 (April-J':ne T964, JulY-
Sept i!6{) rMarxisme et Theorie
Revofutionai-rer Part 2z tLa
Theoi:re ;,farxiste de 1 rllistoire I

, -. -_ \no,22 (summcr r9r'o
tSur Ie Contenu du Socialismel

far not
ln September

Origgat Sot.igaritl re-& 9.

pamphlet no "Tl'919.re.*-!uSren
in actlo4r
'vol,J 

rn) "5 rNelnis from dockland I

oct"1954
pamphlet no "2J'Iirg -frc-gg.
v r_etnam'

---:l.--

vol,4rno"IO tThe CAV striket*^/-
llov " 

lyc {

vo1"{rno'II rTwo leafl-etst +
rThe new Vauxhall agreementr
January I)68
votlrno.) tThe Lucas emPire
takes a bashingt Oct"1968

History and ReYolut:Lon; +

"""q1J&i!geg.@!j.1E 
of

Solidarity has also publisheil ttro texis by P"Ca::dan r"*rich have so

appeared in French. They are Th-e I',{eanj,ng-o:[ Falialigm (ryI]i:n"d
ryb1) and (Published irr Ju:re 1965)'

hi storica,r- materiali sm

T,rogkers C ourlcil s r jgd --t{S.
ecogclui.cs of a self-m9,nageq
society

Reference inJCO

no.11 rGreve Sauvage
des Bus a Glasgowr

no,J1, lJ,es dockers
et la g?eve du zeler

nos. !I ,53,5415),57 ,
65,56,67 ,69 flo
no,68 'G:src e-b action'

no,6) rA propos de Ia
br:reaucratier

no.76rLtemplre Lucas
en prend r.ur couPr

The flow of ideas also vo.orked. bhe other way. I"C.O. has been j-n close

touch with Solldarity for neariy ten years " T"C"O. has published numerous

articles from Sol-iaarity- in its magazine and also several parnphlets' These

"o*r*a"" 
pul-fishe4-mainly rnCustrial articles from Solidaiiila because they felt

ifr"t iir" (retativefy) higil level of struggles in Brj-tain i,'as of great value to
French m:ilitants vrho'were acting in a more backvard capitalist set-up: they
could'learyr the lessons of the British struggles anC try to avold the same

mistakes. Here is a list of those articles in crCer of thei-r appearence i-n

r.c"0.



April T969

April-Lflay 1969

July 1969

January 1970

Feb:riary I$JO

Itfiay I97I

December I97T-
Jarn:a;l I9T2

Ma-y 1972
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no.BO tlra revolte des etudi-ants
a 1a recherche de sa conscience
propre t

no.B0-Bf tLa 3rbvo au:< usj;res
Fordr

no.B] tGrande BatetagneI

no.BP tles eboueurs de Brentr

no.!O .tUne greve rrgestiorut-
airetf avorteel

no.I05 rPour faire 1e tri dans
1a greve des postest

no.lI7 rLroccupation de
Fisher-Bendlxr

October-November supplement to no.I20
1972 rlrlrrationnel en Politiquet

vol.lrno.B t Stud.ent revolt:
in search of Posltive self-
conscioudnessr March 1959

vol.Jrno.B rFordssthe 1m-
plieationst March 1969

vol ,! rno.J Extracts of
various articles
t:{est London Solidarityt
no.1' tBrent dustment

South London SolidaritY

parnphlet no.)S tsorting
out the postal qtrii(g.t

noa.If.2-T'IJ rDeux mouvements vo1.5rno.II iUCS and

de lutte contre 1es licenc- Plesseyr Oct.llJI
iements: 1es* contradictions
de la lutte de classer

pa^mphlet no.19 rUnder new
ma,nagement? I

pamphlet rlo.|1, !!,LLIg!1
ional in Politicsr

Solidarity has published relatively few articles translated from ICO. The 2
articles we have been able to trace were published in Eg]]@!t voTJrno.J
tHorse and coachr (about the Idayr5B events) and vol.Jrno.l rl{hat next: the
lock in? I .

The Belgian group Liaisons* has a similar political basis to ICO.

They are u""entialfy filertarian and influenced by the council conmunist move-

*"rri. They have just finished a translation into French of ?:" panphlet
itrrngary_j6- rrrhlch iCO int"rrd to produce as a book as soon as their financial
posltion a1lows them to do so.

There have been several international conferences of Solidarity, ICO,

Thought and Aetion, and. Liaisons, not only a regular correspondence aLd ex-
ctrange of infornation. The first rneeting between ICO and. Solidarity took--
place in October 1964. Since then there have been conferences in July 1965,

lii. 1969, March l97Z ana.october T972, Those conferences have had basic-
a1ly the same role - and the same form - as the national Solidarity confer-
ences - to which, by the way, ICO, Thought and Action a'nd' Liaisons are usually
invited. The discussion has usually conccntrated cjn exchanging and analysing
our respective experiences, and trying to develop our ideas and perspectives'

*Corr"unondence to S.lirauty, Boite ?ostale 2OB, 4000 Liege-l, Belgium'
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committed to the same ideas as Solidarity is not a product of purg eh1lee'
T;;';;i";ence of suctr groups does not depend either:on"the:wi1l "i a few 

.,,.;:.

individ.uals to build. 'TIIET organlsation. This encouragirig situation ex- _ l'

presses a certain leve} j-n i;he class struggle in Europe - leve1 in fo::ms of
-organisatign, 'level ip, content of struggles, 1eve1 j-n ryop11.rs consc'iousness'

irEi"iA""i" ""a organised groups can nevertheless influgncE,lhis process by

analysing forms ani conteni of- struggles in 4l areas of motiern society:'p'nd
p"tii;i=Ing them and their refevance to a developnaent of a revolutlonary prac-
L,iice and, t[eo.y. Thls is precisely ,rhat Thought and Action, l,iaisons,
lnformatibns Ctrrespondence Quvrieres, and Solldarity are trying to do as

a::.tonomous groups urra ." part of a network of gfoups co4mitted to the same

iideas.
C.S

P.S. Sjnce this article uas writtenrthere have been developments iJ}
I.C.O. As we saicl the gloup left S ou B on baslcally anarchistic
ground's (any organisation is a leadership), tj$ted as they might have
been with counci-I communism" &fter 1968 the whole ' left wjxg' of
the lrfarch 22nd Movenient joi-ned I.C,O.rtilting the balance strongly
tor,nrds tcl-assicalranarchlsm. Thi-s was felt more and mol€ in the

"orrt"rrtr 
oi il. paper (",g. long articles on the Angry Brigade).

dissatisfied' r^rith those polities and wer.e moving closer to
Solidarityts views.This group of seven or eight people has now Left I.C.O.
They have: not formed another group yet. They are preprjng a French
rrersion of StJatedv'foi fndu.s!rla1 Strusele. They have just
published -may Ue-as a fresh political basis- a French translation
of Solidari-tyts lis lie Dog''LS-cc--It.

f&e day mfl#m#" sfseffons

Bain falls trdal as ba$stn did leste:rlay'
$hadowsit dru$s srelt and fall
Waterv meteorites rYittr urcertain traila
zigsaigitrs dowu ile slopuE:T irdshteld'
furrr$er election ls dorx*'

thm. norr in a pickEr or tbeir way to '*or{t

Bttngh agsktet t.be rtdlore -firm,i count's

ilffi;rfffi; 'a'oa'tt*irileirPa* 
or qF l" dufliry er+td'

Vr*itg t" an urfirlflIted dertrcrac)"$ iliusion

Gffi8 tle porerleee ?ldnit thty have a sav'

three 6n Frile hounce traU tuU. Sam and Pepsi'

Srr* ,; lesterdaf. Prnobably t'e same torpmos'
Mayte ttre losers will see tlre follyr
'ih.;;r** certaialv'ror't publie tmuebs beinc fulr'

i"*fr,fu G u*Urt toi rneans m.bread on tlre workers'tables'

Their ltfe braattr cordenees over chilly glass

rf*f"i* ttem fog out the Srey rvor* ahead'

iffiffilns mtsih.rpers their e5res, btt mt their mirds;

ffi{b"?JJ;. l"* *t" have rro*'hine but pur labor b eell'

rtrfllrra llfe, mt the sYstart.
Frank Adam*
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The article lord Fiasco, in the
last issue, Sol-idari1y, VoI .1, no.6
brought in various comclehts from
Ford workers.
*##a*)HH(#t #*+f #*t(iHex##c #Ja xtHatl

ttYou ate absolutely right w'ith
your criticisr,l and blame for the
fiasco at Ford in 1971. The shoP-
stevrard.s commi ttees and particularly
the combine convenors com.mittee
must take the whole of the respons-
ibility for rhat happened.. 'Iiaving
said that, hov,revere four soLutions
of fordinary workers dominating and'

directing their or'm strugglesr and
the formation of production workers
commlttees is pretty hard to see in
the large rnotor plants' It presup-
poses that workers want to be invol-
ved in struggles which largelY is
not so - letts face it, theY are
diverted by things like football,
racing, pools etc., from what rre-con-
sider the important issues of life
and without prompting they vrould be
staisfied rrith a good moan about
their situation.

It also assumes that theY could,
if so d.esired, co-ordinate their
actlvity j-n sone vague way without
an overall organisation. In reali.ty
they would probablydecide on differ-
ent activity at different tines. I
have seen many good militants glve
up with the frustratj.ons involved. in
trying to mobi-lize activity on the
basis of involvernent lrithout control .
Not that I am saying )rou are enti-re1y
vrrorlg, but I think v're have some other
stages to go through before we can
expect workers to go far without
leadershi-p.

I stil1 believe that good shoP-
steward organization is at present
our best basis for successful indust-
rial struggles, but with PIentY of
involvement and exposu-re to the shop-
floor of the issues, intentions and
actions of the stewards and by invol-
venent I rnean in both deeisions and
actions. I a,m not too bothered. about
union officials coming back with the
goods. A victory through struggle is
r"rorth far more than one negotiated
wi-thout.rr

A.B. Halewood.

J( )(tHHHt*)HH6 #r(rtxx#e **{* J6*tltH0+(t(t++(ls$eJ()ti+

rr... (The article) is so true
and so exactly rairrors the feel'ings
of both myself and manY, manY others
on ,the.shop-floor. The point made

about overtime has been. emphasised by
reqent developments in the Foundry.
In one department, constant represen-
tdtioris -were'rnade about bad worki-ng
conditions and fu11-time Offi-clals
were ca11ed in. The men, through
their stevrard, conplained of smoke,
dust and nolse; all excessive. After
the 0fflcials 1eft, schedules increa-
sed and the men vrere offered extra
overtime. They accepted. A11 ia the
sane smoke, dust and noise.r'

H.F. Dagenhala.

,wJst#tJ(.+er(#tt)li( .){-)('l(H+J6#rti+J(rt #( Jsl#t x*++e

tt...(The article) clains that
the majority of Ford workers refused
to support the unlimited strike pro-
posed by the National Ford Convenors
Committee. This is not strj-ctly cor-
rect, the retreat had alreadY been
started by the convenors thenselves,
(most of whom lacked confidence in
their ovrr rank & file), so that the
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reconmendation put to the mass meet-
ings was for a limited strike of
three daYs.

The lack of confidence of the
convenors maY have been a reflect-
ion of the views of their members, if
so, it was because there sias no Pro-
paganda and information campaign sim-
ilar to that of i"he I97I vrage claim'
If the original recomnendation for an

all out stoPPage had been Put, there
would have been a chance of it being
carried, at least in the Dagenham Sody

and Halewood plants. The workers saw

that the change to a three day strlke
showed a lack of confidence in the
successful outcome, by the leadership'

0n }iarch I, the onlY actlon j'n
the lagenham Body plant l-'Ias a three
day lvalk-out bY nost of the door-
s"tt"rs in the bod.Y shoP' Those who

stayed at vrork refused. to touch any
job that rvas previcusly done by the
men who had llalked out" Production
was therefore cut Ay 5/6tyt although
only about ll/, of the labour force v''iere

absent from vork.

As to the tYPe of ProPaganda cam-

paigrs that would have 3-ed uP to a
irationat Ford stoppage thi-s rvould

hrr* ,"orrt a Political commitment bY

all of the convenors to fight the
government. It ',ras this lack of com-

ilitment that 1ed to the retreat from
the Coventry decision.

The letters from Cologne and

Genk (in the sane i-ssue) sholv-the
need for art international Ford news

bulletin, the nechani-cs of producing
such a jou:rral would appear to be

beyond ihe capabilities of a rank &

fiie organisation and r'iould have to
be left in the hands of the research
department of one of the najor
l:.nionsx, There is, of course, no

reason ivhY there should not be a
rank & file editorial committee'

T.C. Dagenhan'

(* SoliaaritY footnotee ''Thilst
;gr;@absolute1Y with the need

for an international':Ford,buIIetin,
we i'eject that such a bulletln iF
beyond the capabilities of a' rank &

file organisation, and particularly
that such a bulletin should be left
in the hands of any dePartrnent of
g4g union.)

WORK IElSURE
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further contribution to the diseussion.

the panphGtrGith paton, rcplied to some of
miseO by the rrevieia in vol.Tlf;.no.!.Ee1ow w.e

the pamphlet
author of
the issues
publish a

The ronantic pluralism of ,,..P.ts revol-utionary outlook
(Solidarityrvol.Yllrno.5) seems to demand a few ansi,rers - or questions'
iTraditionai cLass analysis is hopelessly inadequate and unsubtLer

- C,;{. But must ue, can we abandon the sort of view implied in phrases

like rclass realitlesrrrclass struggler, uhen ue look at society -
eventolass positi-ontraitir reference to politics ? It is one thi-ng to
.Use hes." or.qas as jargon, in the context of a set jnflexible theory,
anothera to adopt them is i v-a1id description of the social set-up
r^rhictr makes ,us r"evolutionaries. K,P. himself talks about tdifferent

"""i"r"/Jroups 
ibeneathrr the nlljng classrr_and tultimate non-oppressirre

revoluti6nary unity of all the non-m}ing-class forcest. lle get no

definition oi ttris" ruling class, ilhat_s"ts 1t aparf,, and hov it relates
to the various categories of oppr"essed' From some of his statements
.le might easily as.I*" that it l-s anO must aluays be exclusively ma1e,

r,rhlte and of a certain age.

To me, from a posi.bion wiihin though nct defined by one of
these categoriet- (ro*"t), S.P. t S comment about rrevolutionary prodigiesr
(S"rio"ritlrvo1 Vi1rno 3) ooes not come as dn insult, nore as fair
comment on the curlent insulting practice of listing different sorts
of social groups in an undifferentlated amalgam of revolutionary
potential." Initead of just saying they have different strengths and

iueah:essesrit might be irore to- the point to make scme oi-'serrrations
about what'sort If group they constitute. For e:rample, r^i=ornen comprise

about half of humanltyrpartilipate in society at all leve1s, play a

prine role in the eariy conditioning so vital to authoritarlan
society...

Inourattenrptstoanalysesocietywithaviewtochanglng
it, there are several uays in uhich tsogl5gEEr..il a fairly,broad sense

of the te::rn, can be Seen-as conCbi+"dElng a aiff.-rent sort of *?3o-ryt
@, modern industrial production is organised jn such a way that not

6fiy u* the alienating, ciehunranlsing tendencies of imposed authority

In volume liIIrno"J; r,le published a review of
,r the fisht to Livel.The

i,,*-* /'.'--t)txlr rli
rr--..j I r'.,.., ,.*'\-.v' d=*r'
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here most i:rtensely and continuously appar''entr -but there is also a

simultaneous necessity to resist those tendencies and organise together
in alternative ways to get the job done. IB, the locus of pouer to
paralyse and reaeti-,rate existing sOciety raust be of concern, unless we

envisage the ruling class sitting back r,rhile r^re all 'Iive differentlyr
and build an a1i;ernaf,ive society to whieh they gracefully give way.

The point is not to pnder to r,uorliers ilho have this pouer, but rxrless
r"rc eirvisage them being pressurised by other groupsr !he1r conseiousness
and eapabltiti.s r"ri11-be crucial. Three, uhatever the long term

Oro.pultu of automation, diversificaiicnretc., any future society is
fif*iy to need a great deal of productlon of goods and provision of
se:rrices, not reaEily achr.e-vab1e by ad hoc groups of community activists'
i{ere, to6, the conscious r"alisatitn of what is to be done must be present
in all those i:rvolved" Simllarly, of course, 1,Ie cannot ignore the
i*poriu""" of life outside uort< in contributing to a multi-tiimensi'onal
future,

Indeed s.P. rs statement about the worki:lg class being the

only section of society where revolutionary self-organisation.can
ilffi:ogfo1ly be encouriged, can only be endorsed, 1* *y vieurif -the
vorkin[ e1ais is taken Io inuan more than the strict economic definition
of producers of surplus value, sellers of their labour pci^ier to those

uho own the means oi'production" It must include, as fu1ly-iniegrated
eomponents, many neglected groups of r,rot'icers, non-industrlal workers,
;;;pi"y"a, 

"na"manf 
uho have never been in employment - a]].at.the

*""i,r"irrg end of i"rrational authority i:r clasi s,ociety...Thi-: does,not
mean we ,1.1 b""o*" frantically active in our immediate situations
without consideration of prioritles (nor, of course, should lJe assume

that the maj:r action is always someuhere else)'

ltison}yinthep:.ocessoftlying.t,oassessoursituation
relative to others, L""rru"und-l3g our spggific:oppr€ssion.by generalising
oura!,areness,thair^leCanmove,towarc]s}:-ue3!:-on..Inthiscontext,
I see the consciousness of the i:rdustrial- miliiant who may retain lots of
raeist assrmptions and sexist hang-ups, as .being ligite4r. not f31Eq, a1

with thos" i"tegrated individuals r,ih-6 iu-lly j-nternalisg |he ideology of
the system uith"no :edeemi.::g impqls-e to 1u!v-9r! and sabotage. I donrt
thj$k j-t makes me an honoraiy*ii"'chauvinist to be ready torforgivet
q roillion wolf whistles from- pickets sooner than, for example"-deeply
-reactionary anti-working class vieus from the soz't of middle c1a9s

women r^lho write to P,M.Fostbag and the newspaperso I have more hope

that the consciousness of the-nnilitant i,riIl-be extended e-ventually t9
all who share tir-i"i".r; irrtu.r"stsrthan that lhe fact of being female

can become tir" ilI*iJ-i;;'oJ.dlil"' ir ti'it societv'

If we r€mai3 limited to our specific gppressiolr?y oppressaon

r,rill remain. Those who uncriticallytsupportr all manifestations of
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womenrs lib.rblaek polrerretc., aetually do a gr"eat disSenrice to many

people i:l these moiinementi. Ii is deeply patronising to assr:ne that
Civisions of race or sex are So fundamental and insuperable that those

on the other Side eanno'c be unCerStood, and -[herefore nust not be

criticised as equals. The separation along,Fuch lines is r"ei.:aforced
lnstead of being overeome.

at the same time, the var:nted sensj-tivity and sympathy of the

sycopkrantie outsider becomes very restricted 3:r applicatlon, and leads
tt serious distortions of realitv, large sections of which it ignores'
Thus i.,p,rs one sided view of oaG aomi:ration fails to aetronor,rledge that
both sexes have been subject to sexual r^epressionrthose who wo1f. r,lhistle
as ueIl as those r"rho are irrationally flatterecl or outraged by them',-

Slolpns about t domestic colonialis*t r t the patriarchal nuclear familyr,
*o"[ th" processes by whieh the search for a supporti-ng relationship
results i" p"ople compounding each other's alienation.

Both male and femal-e parents impose authoritarian conditioni:lg.
Both r,ri11 tlremselves have been cinditi-oned into psychological dependence

on authoritarian structures, which is un11ke1y to be overcome by a -

J""iu:-o"-(from where ?) to iive diffe:snt1y. The process of dissolvi-:ag
those structures will indeed be complex, aS must be our attempts at
analysis. But the decisiye factors musi be those which unite us - the

non-luling-class forces - not those which divide'

L.l,i.

I
1

TIm KROI{STAff C@IMIINE b;r Ida rytt. (Zfp pIH postage). This

@en out of print foi r^re11 olrer a yearr T
i-ruiUtG again j-n a neu eoition (nei"r coyerr mp of Kronstadt,

now
and

BE1I.01[mI0NARY-@G&IIS&II!N (5p plus post'age)' -This 
new pnphlet

this-suU3"ci published in vo1'I of
SoGdu"fty (:n fg5f) and the Operr bttei to 1.S. (The str*ggJ-e for
CIf-**Eement)'whi-eh deals ;ffihilrganisational question and uas

produced :n SePtemter 1968.

(5p plus postage). This pamphlet r^ps spegiallr'ceriain 
ambiguities in previolls stat'enents of

io-rrr"ru" qr.rJstions put to us concerning oYq 
^tlrpes of coritemporarTlsocieties; our concept of

o1-tft" trade ,rnio4 and polit'i-cal bureacracies;

AS lilE DOi$rT qEE Iq
r^lritten to elimi-nate
our views. It tries
analysis of various
socjalisn; our vieu
and, our attitude: to
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BAT. MYTH AND I/lAqIq a political critique of psycholory. 2Qp from Kelth
Venables, Flat ], 19 Forest Road, Nottingham,

Certai-nly one of the most refreshing and ori-gina1 publications Irve '

seen for some tijae, 3CL_gLIA-?3Il_LFgig consists of 18 articles {51 Targe
pages) trihtended for-firlrt-te?rlsycholory students and others caught up some-
how in the wei-rd world cf academic psycholory-"- The contributors do not
share an j-dentical point of vievr, r,',rith scme of then I would d.iffer in a few
particulars, others certain inaccuracics, but overall the panphlet should have
a much wider appeal than ihat claimed by bire publishers, and is a must for the
libertarian"

L{ost articles are u,ritten"with the speciflc object of demolishing trbe-

haviourist philosophyrr as the I'ideoJ-ory of capitalismrr, for'rred.ucing man to
a rnechanical thingit a:rd ilbanishing ethics and polltics from the realm of phil-
osophy't" Some of these poinis are fair conr:rent on some exponents of behaviour-
ism, but often ';he po:lnt has been nissed" Fron Pavlov on, there has been an
attempt made to rmeasure?in the fielcis gerrerally classified as rmentalr;
rConsciousnesst as such is not something measurablc, ibehaviourt is"

The mosi popular expositions of this way of looking at things are to be
for*nd in the conteroporarTr r.ffi-ti-ngs of people like B.F.Sklnner, who atteilpts to
base his theorization on laboratory research, o:: Gilbert Ry1e, vrho tackles
these probl-ems fro: a purely analytical polnt of view. These theories do not
denyrrconsciousnesstr, rrhat they do say is that as a concept it nay be useful ,
bu-t it does not necessarily add to our knowledge of the r,nrorId,' In practical
life we are a]-l ttbeha-riour.ists". A11 our colrmuni-cations and contact with one
another: is essentially a rrbehaviourr! contact.

4a.t. I,tvth anL lxa,g,is goes cn, and here quite validly, to point out that
psycholog;i 'toda;rr especially as covered by rrniversj-ty curricular, makes vihat
should be the *"i,&,gof the research (ie. ttre rmeasuringt) the o].iect of the
research. This nreans that psycholory has less and less to do with real people
living in a real- world, ancl. increasingly becomes an aceumulati-on of graphs
and siatistics. It can be a short step }eading from 'tstatistics are aboui
peoplert to t'statistics e::e- peopierr"

Other articles deal with the ever-nidening gulf between theory and ex-. /--perience (How Psychology Fa.:ls the Teacher) and the role of the industrial
psychologist in Lapitalist industrX. (Psychologist and the Faqtory), Especially
to be recommended are some very well written pages by Keith Paton discussing
the dialectics of'tirov,rledge and the orlgin of experience (Perception). I felt
that Patcn woul-d d'o r1el1 to look at the positive contri.bution made by that
tbourgeoisr philosopher frmanual Kant, md hj-s sarcast:-c arrd quite unjustified
attack on V{ittgenstein in his last paragraph only weakens a point he has pre-
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viously made so effectively. Nevertheless, if you read only one contribution
in the pamphlet, Perception i.s a must.

The one rea1ly disappointing article carries the titte History of Pos-

ijil@. It is appreciated that any attempt to cover the history of a whole
scfroof of thought (over a periocl defined by the author as having been no less
than 1400 yeaxs! ) in a mere four pages must be a miserable failure' After a
for.:r-point summary of the essence of posltivi-sm, a cursoly glance at its
trcapitali.st origins", the contributor, Ted Ninnes, lanrnches into an attack on

Mach. Avenarius and Fgcirio-criticism. The tragedy is that he bases his lmow-

@-eniiiely on Lenin t s lvlaterialism and Empirio-criticismr
a book to which most sophisticated l,{a:rcists (and Lenin himself ln his later
life) admit an acute embarrassment, Like Lenin the object is to d.estroy the
opponent, not to r:nd.ersta.rid himr* and the ideas attacked. in both cases bear
litt1e resemblance to those held by the empirio-criticists.

Significantly no mention is made of Dietzgen, the founder of enpirio-
criticism, and an aecepted disciple of }.[arx. Machf s realIy great contribution
to philosophy and science was his formulations that rtlawsrr are mantsrrration-
aU.zations of experiencelr-- his final abolition of Karitts rrthlnS:-in-1tse1ftr,
ideas which formed the aclsrouledged basis of Einsteints relativity physics,
and which finally resolved the so-calIed teontradictionst of descriptions
(ie.canyousimuItaneous1yneasuremassandve1ocity?).

The comrades who rnrote Rat, Miyth and }'{agic can play a vital role in the
libertarian movement. Their contributions urill be the greater if their re-
searches take then to the actual sources rather than a reli-ance on the tsuam-

ariest provided by the academi-c authorities; sunmaries obviously based on the
need to preser/e all that is most valuable in these works for the preservation
of bourgeois society.

Bob Potter.

l("A method hardly alien to Karl }ilarx himself. Popular knovrledge of Max

Stirner (The Ego and His OwIr) is based on the much more frequently read
Oe:man Jaeofogr, whicli gives a complete mi-srepresentation of Stirnerrs views.
ffiobettered.ucationinLeninisttacticstharrforthestudent
to read Mach and Leninrs critici-sm concurrently. Marx, Leni.n and their
latter day disciples are quite consistent in their method of dealing with
opponents in politics and philosophy:

;

i

Solidarity (Smnsea) Vo1.3, no.I is nou out,. ft contajls
some-pa;ftcularly isteresting articles, of these The Lunp

- uhich takes a libertarian look at Lump organisation - :

is ::oeomnended, and r,lill no doubt cause some controverslrr
Cost Jp, plus i&p, availabLe from SOLIDARITY (London).'
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by F,L.Carsten. Temple Smith, 1972.

. This book by Carsten is a valuable addi-tion to lnfornation already
available in Englilh on the rCentral European Revoluti-ont of I9IB-I9I9.
0f particular iiportance are the three chapters on the workerst, peasants!,
sailorst and so1*dierst coi:nci-ls, and the chapter on the textreme leftf and

this section is the main concern of this review'

The collhpse of the Kaiserrs Reich and the instn:.ment of maintaining
German soeiety, thu Pr..,-.sia.n military organlsation, left a huge vacuum in Ger-
mari politiial ,ar:-"i"tration. The spontarreous actions of many workers, soldiers
and peasapts was to elect councils to assume 1oca1 power and continue admin-

istritive functions. However the old governments continued. in Baden and
prussia (dominated by the Kaiserrs rloya1 oppositionr, the Soci-a1ist Party,
SpD) and Bavaria (rt:n by the rpacifistt Independent Social Demoerats, USPnt

under Kurt Eisner) " Thls did not prer"ent the SPD and USPD from taking part in
apd usr.la.I1y doninating 1ocal r,rorkersr councils and so gaining control of, the
National "orrg"""u 

of Yiorkersi Councils" However the SPD had a policy of par-
liamentaria"nism and all organisational forms under the SPI, Govemments, iocal
tovin cogncils or rororkerst councils, tried to futfiil this sole policy"

The vray Carsten explores this is very unclear. Basically he accepts
the teru rcouncilt foi. any orga.nisational form that had no para1le1 in the
I{aiserrs Reich. For this reason the Essen }Ii-nerst council*, in which pit-face
workers and techniej-ans took over the Ruhr mines and established a system in
which al1 decisions emanated from the rvcrkers themselves, is equated w-ith

the Bavarian Ceni;ra,l Peasantsi Councj-Ixx set up by Kurt Eisner under the
chairmanship of the brother of a friend.ly non-catholic peasant r:nion lead'er,
who in turn chose his oum )O man executive' The point in both cases was:

vrho v.ras deciding? As history has proved, only cor:rrcils totally controlled_ by

their membership ftu.r" a revoiutionary role. The Bavarian Coq4qil r'ras merely
an executive organ of Eisner, but the Essen Cor.rncil rras a real attemp!. to
replace the bouigeois method of ru-l.e w'ith workersr demoeracy, and as such

could make no concessions to pre-exi"sting forms of ad.ministration" As it iras

the Essen Cogncil was crushed.militarily in T9T9 by an all-iance of trade
rrni-ons. SPD rm Reichswehr rinits a,nd certaln semi-lega1 reactionary armi-es

(the l're:-korps)

fnis rvas the fate of only a fe.rlr councils (others $Iere Bremerl and Braun-

schweig). Thq vast niajority had no aspirations to revolutj'on beyond the
r galnsr of Novemler T9ig, t r.a the SPD ift", had control of both the rvorkers I

and the tov,rn council (e.g. Kassei), Through control of worker'r councils the
SpD ran the Nationg.l,Congress of trr'Iorkersr Councils which adopted a caretakers
approach to administration, concerning itself mainly rtrith a rapid return to
parliamentaraianism and tfree I elections.

*chapter 6, p,I54-I55.
*.*

Chapter J"
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carsten is uncrj-tical of the major differences between the rrevolut-
j.onary'-;;-iir"-i""=etaker' councils. This is to assu$e that a council per se

some va}ue. It is only the intentions of the councils that are important'
To take an example, thl Hamturg-offist council adopted a policy proposed by

;#;;"G ("J"'o""i" of cor:nci1s and putschism - later a 1g,D then a KAPD mem-

;;d-;;-N3"J*r"= 11z, T9TB. fn tfarch 19t9 tue council decided to return pol'?er

to the central governments there *" rrt organisational change but a desire to
return to tnormalt vrhich caused the d.evelopment" The concept of vrorkersl

councils as the only political fo::m of *orl"r"r collective revolutionary act-
ivity Eay be rather" iiradequate to express the operation of the councils' but

this is far more useful than a prgefy organi-sational approach' As it ist
C"""t;" *"i"i-y 

"ads 
more nysticisn to the term council which a1lows-just about

everyone fron trotskyism to anarchism, and- in this case the social-democrats
too, to claim allegiance to -rrorkerst councils'

I In te::ms of po1ltica1 0rganisation .I9IB-I1f9 was a-period of vast
changes L Gernany.- The Communist Party (re1) grew from its foundation in
December IgIB to L membership of IOgrO6b in October l9I9 when over half were

erpelled and forrned the anti-r:nionisi, pro-councils IGPD (Communist T{orkers

ilil;i;" ,izo,' The IGD n:mp fusea *j.trr a section of the USPD and carried
;" illa"-,*ion-ana parliamenlary work. A clash over this division began vrhen

f,"rrit attacked ttre i<Apl in Left Vilins-Co+mL14]-EEx denouncing.the^KAgn fo1.1!-
stainingfromparIiamentaryanaffina.tivity.GorterfortheKAP
repliedi 'rThe left realises that the trade qnions must be destroyed'rt'f* and 

-

G;;;-;i (;;; ;i;"") r."a not becone the instruments of capitalism, even if
they were in the hasds of any leaders you might care to choose, who were not

by their nature boirnd to turn their meirb"r* into slaves and passlve instrumentst

the rxrions would sti11 be uselessrrJH*)r'

Although the KAPI formatioa lies outside the period of carstenrs book'

the reasons for it do not. The early policy of the IGD vras one of putschism

and alliance with the Berlin Revolutio,"'y Shop Stevr"ards who believed *not in
mass actiooS... but conspiratorial actionlt'xJrxx' Ilowever the parlianentary

trade-r:nionist sector of the Party grew under the influence of Levi to event-

ually force out the councillist eieiler,.ts; Prior to this the I4>D (lertin) naa

more or less disaffiliated itself from the ICPD unionist line, largely due to

the pressures of \Tolfheim and Laufenberg##*" The deep split over poliey

in the I(PD clearly lies within the periid of Carsten's study but he is silent
on the subject" Lt u. "rrr"ial time lfre teaAing revolutionary organisation

This was in April 1920 H. Gorter
Gruber ternational C 111

toc Lenin in Helmut
6A;ffi.P. 1967 p222.

Yco=ter The question of trade r.mionss A reply to Lenin, in The Oppositionist

1971, P,7.
XJFXJT

G-uber oP.cit. P.12O.

#tH+x
Gruber oP.cit. P.222.
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itself i,vas split cver the issue of the councils and this can have no small

effect on the dev"lopm"nt of councll-s. Carsten talks of arrsemi-sfndicalist'
semi-anarchist elemeirts"n, in the early KPI but does not clarify this by ex-

plaining the relationship between syndicalism and workers.r organisatto*": 
,.

The syndical-1sts of the FAID (Free trYorkersr Union) are not mentioned

despite the continued existance of this syndicalist tendency that had split
fron the sPD domi:iated unions in 1897 and- had vrorked in oppositlon to-trade
unlonism and refromism#o This is not a rnere acadenic quibble' The FAUD in
1920had**e*r"r"hipoflo0,oo0-200'000*-x-x?-SncsoinlgTgnayhaveout-
numbered the Ic)I and th-e KAPD. Also *any KAPD members eventually moved coft-

;l";;il-"-* rron reninism and joined tha FAirD or fomed a similar union,
inu arrimu (ilnlted General Workers r Union) in December r!20xx*. These tr'ro

bodies, the FAUD and MU|E consistently advocated org&nisi-ng in factory com-

mittees agalnst the trade u:rions, the vario.r" ,*iorrrfsts (lel, USPD and SPD)

and the bolshevi.k KAPD. These irere the o:'ganisati-ons vrhich stood for workersl

coqncils, but Carsten refrains r"o* "o*"rriitg 
on them or the idea that 1ay

behind them"

':'Carsten quite correctly etates *This 
',vas not the t1ua1i-sm which 1"9 .-

developed betrveJn the Russian Provisional- goven"rment and the Soviets, but it
contained the gerns of such a dualism.rr This was written of November I9IB'
Hol.re../er the inadequate discussion of rlrhat 1ay on either side of a dualisrn,

when the iGD chanled policies over unions and councils, a"ird what vrent on in-
side the USPD which caused it to split not much latbr, leaves us r"-ith the

question totally unans.lvered. l{e can see the rdualj-snt in the trevolutionaryt

councils and in aspects of the IGD policy, however the resurgence of parlia-
;""t"=i*risn by tfrl tCl, USPI and Sil tends to obscure the existence of
councils" Further, the total lack of infornation on the trade r:nions and

their attitudes to cor.rncirs, the parties and parliamentarianisn as the najor
organisations of the workers leavls a large blal* in a consideration of the

fate of the revolution.

Despj-te its major documentation of very valuable information R9vo1ulion

in Central Europe lacks both a poliiical depth of understanding and the

breadth of time necessary to coirsider the implications of workerst councils'
bolshevism and social democracy, and the inhlrent contradictions among all
three.

I,8.

J( *:xop.2II ^^TFoodcock Anq-qllsE, Pelican T951" p'408"

XJ(.)Fitid. p.409 atrd
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Bollow'ing the national SOLIDARITY meeting in London, L{arch t7-le (see
Solidarity, VoI.J no,5) two further national meetings have been he1d, both in
1\{anchester. A national working party consistj-ng of four comrad.es from Lan-
caster, Leed"s, London and Manchester nas formed to convene these meetingsr and,
guided by those neetings, to get the regroupment of Solidarity nembers and

supporters j:rto a national framework.

A number
isolation from

comrades had erpressed at the London neeting a feeling of
Solidarity movement, and },{anchester Solidarity, amnouncing

its disband.nent, spoke of the stresses and strains of holding an autonomous
group together, and of the dangers of forcing into existence autonomous groups
when the self-confidence and experience of the individuals i-nvolved was not
ready for such a development. Some comrades also felt that the relationship
between autonomou" g"orps outside of l,ondon and the London group (bei-ng the
strongest) uras an inhibitive one. ft was therefore generally felt that a re-
groupment of SOLIDARfTY, on a nati-onal basis, was desirable at the present
stage of its development, and agreed that poi-nts f-9 of .As lTe Dont!-Eee It
*ouid form the political basis of such a regroupment. (eoint I0 dealins w1th
organisation wa-s to be considered at the following natj.onal meetings).

The first national meeting, following the London meeting, took place in
Itla^nchester on ApriT 2B-29. Discussion malnly focussed on organisation quest-
ions. ft ne.s agreed that the formation of stable autonomous Sroups had not
progressed as satisfactorily as had been hoped; that many courades not eovered
by such groups rrere very isolated; and that the position regarding the tation-
al co-crdination of the movement was unsatisfactory. Stemming from these
ffiservations the meetlng, eonsisting of mernbers of the Swansea, Clydeslde and

London groups, and comrades from I'hnchester, Dundee, Leed.s and L,ancaster,
agrreed with the followlng decisions, with resezvations from Clydeside.

I" That the central i-mportance of autonomous groups was to be re-
affirmed, and that everything possible r?as to be done to encourage and help
the formation of such groups, on both a geographical and an interest group
f"",i" f ifr" frtt"" ,iras felt to be particularly useful to isolated comrades).

2" That naiional membership of SOLfDARIfy be established and that all
mernbers of existing autononous groups v,rere automatieally eligible to join, and

would be urged, though not obliged, to do so.

j. That the nati-onal organisation should have its ov,rn firnds, raised
by subscription.

4. That the national vrorklng party should be on a rotating basi.s.

5. That national meetings should be held raore regularly (every 5-e
weeks y{as suggested) and that these meetings be held in different parts of the
cor:ntry, to discuss business g! poIltics. lt v,ras felt that political dis-
cussion'on a regular basis and the opportirnity to meet other comrades vrould

of
the
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be a significant benefit of such meeti.ngs. It was also felt that national
meetings should have the pov,rer to make bind.j:rg declsions on matters of polit-
ical prlnciple"

6. That the national organisation should produce its otrn pamphlets.

ft was fe1t, however, that it was impossible for the time being for the pro-

duction of a natiorr."i pu.p"r, and soine reservations were expressed regarding a

national- newspaper, aue to duplication of the efforts of the l,ond'on group in
their paper. - lt v'ras generally, though not universally, felt that the Londqn

paper wa-s in effect tte natiolat nouifrpiece of the movement and would remain
so for the forseeable future, md tha'b its control would remain vrith the Lon-
d.pn group who understandably 7;ould not be prepared to surender .!@!1 auton-
omy over its production.

Guided by the neeting, it was agreed that the national working party
should conveyre a further naiional meeti.ng to discuss detailed implementation
of the above six points, and to amange a seminar on N"Ireland', Two bulletins
were produced by the working party in the interim period, the first containing
a report of the meeting and aetails of the next national meeti-ng, and inviting
comment from SOLIDARITT members and supporters uhc were unable to attendt on

the decisions so far taken. One document received, and. clrculated by the
working party prior to the next meeting, vras an ropent leiter to the London

group Uow r.,,,Ie See lt. Now 1.,q Uel].tt, produced. by Clydeside, in which they form:
iffy-d SOIIIARITY" fhe second bulletin issued by

the working party covered corresponderrce received, expenses incumed, suggest-
ions for expasdi-ng sales of literature and an appeal for volunteers with
typing, duplicating and typcgraphical skilJs.

courrades from Edinb,trgh, l,fanchester, Lancaster, T,eeds, Slransea, Coventzy,
Southa.npton and London attended. Irllost correspondence received expressed sup-
port for the national regroupment of SOLIDARITY. The one exception was the
ex-Clydeside group, who ,,.rote declini:rg the invitation to attend' In their
lettei, which they'asked to be read out, they stated that attendence on their
part woulrl be a waste of their time, as it vvould also of the meeting; that
ihey felt the politics of S0I,I,ARITY were in danger of beconing exclusively
Cardanlst rather than Solidarist, and although theSr had fo:mally left the
Solidarity movement, they stated that they v,"ished io remaln in friendly con-

tact. Both their tetter and Nov,'llle Se-e It. {ow IE-}onjl.-were discuesed.
Some comrades felt that CtyAeffiaa ,a'isea an interesting point vis a vis
cardan and. solldartty, but the meeting unanimously rejected clydesidets
opinion contained in their document that rthe natlonal organisation of the
Solidarity movement would actually be an imped'iment to genuine political
workl

Dealing ri'ith the implementation of the six points, it was agreed that
acceptence of new members to SOLIDARITY l'rould be on the basis of recommendat-

ion Ly existing autonomous glro1lps or members, subject to ratification by the

natlonal meeting. Ltenbers of **isting autonomous Sroups v'iou1d have dual men-

bership - to tnEir group, and if they vrished, to national S91IDARITY. $at-
ional subscriptions-were agreed at 25p per rnonth, although contribuiions
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above that figure would always be gratefully received! Individr:als who wrote

;;-;;piil"e iI" ,"nbership wturd be invited to a. seminar where thev could meet

"o*ii"!, 6r if rzrable to:attend, would be put in contact v'rith an existing
member. The subscriptions to the national organisation would be the sa'me for
a member of an auton-omous group as it would for an indlvidual conrade.

A national stock-holding dlstribution centre for literature T?as ex-
plored, as were the possibilities of national pamphlets. A comrade from Cov-

lntry said there llas*a possibility that he could act as a distributor for
Soliiarity pamphlets to bookshops in the Mldlands. Saturdayts session ended'

with the Lppo:.ntment of a treasurel and a correspondenee "99I"13,y, 
on a non-

rotating Usi-s, and agreement that there was no conflict with the nerl re-
g"oop*"it and point I5 of As we Dpnr't-:See I1, and point I0 r,v'as fu11y endorsed'

0n sgnday a seminar on the si-tuation in N.rreland was he1d, Ied by

I.Ili", and a useiul discussion on that specific top1-c and the position of
revoiutionary libertarian socialists on rnationalt stzuggles in general

iofio*"6. ("See artic1e in this issue Northern Ireland Reappraisal, based on

L"W. r s talk).

Tn line with the desi-re for more regular meetings and get-togethers
the meeting agreed that the next national get-together should be held in-
August or Septemter, ar.d. mai-n topics suggested for discrrssion rlere on rThe

ir;i;; and Caidan and Mar:x. It was pointed out that some of those attending
may- wish to have a discussion on a topic of, pd.rticular interest to them.t

feliaes the two main items. It is hoped that a social r,v'i11 be arranged, and

a creche for those vrith child.ren. Following this meeting the membership of
the working party will be rotated. Subscribers to Sglidaritlf will be cj'rcuI-
ated. and inviteA to the political discussions. In the meantime, correspondence
doncerning the national organisation should be sent to John King, 4 The Grove,

La,ncasterl L*r"s. Those,w-ishing to be put on a regular mailing list are

asked to send a'couple of stanped addressed envelopes. It all helps!

P.G. - for National \rlorking Party.
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