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This j-s an abridged version of an eye-wi-tness account of
the large demonstration held in BesanEon (France ) on
September 29t 19?3, in support of the Lip workers' Of
paiticular inter"ui r*" the attitudes of the tradj-tional
organ:isationsr'and hovr the Lip workers themselves have
tried to overcome them"

Negotiations at l,ip had been going on for many vreeks. fhey were

being freia in public, attended. by some JO t,o BO employees of the firm'
orifinary workers and. not just union delegates. They had, however, been
getting nowhere. An Actj-on Conmittee and a tPopulari-sation Committeer had'

been set up, consisting of both union and non-union trorkers, vlith some

outsj-de aj-d. These boaies decided to organise a march on the town'

In Paris very }ittle propaganda for the march fj-ltered through the

combined union barrage. The p.S.U. organised a support-and-preparation
meeting, but largely to put forward their own version of rself-managementr

and. to bolster t[eii image. It so happens that Piaget, the most 'militantl
union delegate of the CmT at Lj-p is a ?,S.U. member' No other groupsr
apart from some Maoi-sts and. some frotsk;rists, publicised' the proposed
march. There were no union posters i-n Paris" some Trotskyists practically
;;;;;s"; ;;" efforts of the r;ip workers: P!*.Juvrl?rl, (fraternal sroup
;;"i.S':)-o"e""i"ed. a meeting on Chile for tFfriaay ni'ght, when people
were 3.eavi-ng for the march"

In the factories, ';he same smokescreen. A friend seuiO that in his
factory-ttre-Cet made no mention of the march, and that the CFDT were given
orders that if the workers spoke about i-t and seemed eager to go' they
should organise coaches and control the delegation" But if no one mea-

tioned. r,ip tire delegates should also keep their mouths: shut.

on Ilriday evening we left Paris. The rain fias pouring down in
buckets. Haraiy.r, 

"rrJo1pagj-ng 
omen. We agived at the huge canp site at

;i-6.--Th;;; was not much animation, Stands had been set up by vari-ous

S"oi;r: Lj-bdratio:l (ttre daily neo-maoist paper), various- frotskyists'
Iocal CGf and dffiUranches, oth", factories on strike, the Aluminium
plant at Nogu&res in the sr6n6es, the bl-ouse factory where l",omen are

naking their ourn blo,.=uu, lhu p"auants of Larzac protesting about the

*tlii";i;; oi " miritary camp propouecl in their region, etc' A stage

had been'rigged up. A coi':.cert-g:iven by synpathetic singeys and groups was

attracting sporadic attention. It was very cold

THE MAHCH *hl BrsA\lc.t\
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The national unions had not actual.ly opposed. the march but had

disclaimed all responsibility" The mayor (a tsoci.alistt ) tried to dis-
suade the Comnittee from organising the march and refused al.J- municipal
aid, On the regional TV he had asked for calm and. had looked very fright-
ened.

At about 7 am we got up. It vras drLzzllng. On the bridge J.eading
to the si-te (outside the centre of the town) was an immense convoy of
cars and. coaches as far as the eye could see " We saw groups from Carcas-
sonne and Montpellier in the extrene South of France, groups from the
extreme North of France, from Brittany, from Belgium, Switzerland and
Geruany. Many had come in organised coaches. But just as xoany had come
as indi-viduals, by car or train" A group in an old 2 CV camped next to
us. They had come from Marsej-l1es" Throughout the morning J.t poured
without 1et up, d.estroying practically all possibility to roanr around, to
di-scuss, to meet with people sheltering in tents and cars" We had no
idea how many were there. It seemed sad,

At 1 pn the march assembled. for the ) mile march through the town.
It was stil3- pouring" We met a girl who worked at l,ip, whom we had met
previously during the occupation" We marched together" We looked. behlnd.
us. The road.s are narrow and. winding in Besangon and we could see the
cortlge stretching out between the two bridges" Halfway along the route
we could still see people starting off near the first bri-dge " Towards the
end they were stil1 starting off from there. There uust have been at
least IOOrOOO people marchj-ng J.n the pouring rain (rad.io estimates varied
from 4orooo to ljorooo)

The girl from Iiip told us that when the police had captured the
factory, they had been stationed. at the l.ocal army barracks. The so1<Llers
on National Service had 1et down the tyres of the CRS poJ-ice units, and
put sugar j-n the petrol tanks" A leaflet distrj-buted on the march was
signed, by the National Service men from the bamacks. It was obviously
authentic, typi-ng and spelling rai-stakes j.nclud.ed, and contained no great
revolutionary phrases" It told how the sold,iers refused to talk to the
CRS, and how they had been insulted by them and had repJ-ied by throwing
water at them and. even throwing police uniforms down the 1oo. They sai-d
they would refuse to attack the marchers"

In the event we did not see a sj.ngle pollceman. The barracks them-
selves were shut, with only one officer guard.ing the gate " Later a shop
assistant in a cafe to1-d us that the Prefecture, town i{aI1 and al.l other
public buildi-ngs were packed. with policemen. Faced by thousands of
peaceful demonstrators, they didnrt dare show their faces.

The gi-rl from I;ip said that the first thing she would do on Monday
would be to tear up her CGT card" She was d,isgusted by their behavj-our"
She told us that the CGT had set up a stal-J. at the canp si-te but had
taken it down during the night, fearing contagion (other groups, such as
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rnberatLon, nad set up shop beside them). Another clenonstrator, not f,rom

ffiomthecourici1estateopposi.tethep}ant,to1dusthatcontrary
to press reports the riots outsj-de the p1ant, when 11rs 'poJ.ice had moved

inu had. inelud.ed T,J-p workers. Aruested Lip workers had, however, been
released imnediately, so as to make the agitation appear as due to !out-
siders t .

During the march there were cordons set up at several places by the
irarch stewards. There was one, for instance, in front of the barracks"
Aiiother barred off a route leading to the l;ip factory. Most of the
rstewardsr had CGT badges. We asked our friend from Lip if any of these
steward.s worked at Lip. After olose scrutiny she said not one of them d.id"
These were however the on1.y organised stewards we sai^I"

The l,ip workers themselves did not march as a Sroup but scattered'
themselves anong the other demonstrators" The union contingents came

first" The CGT had many 1ocal sections but no national representatives.',
The samb applied to the slightJ.y smafler CFDT" The P"S.U" r"ras in a size'
able ccntingent" lTo organised. tvtaoists ldere.seen.. Be-trnreen the unionsr.
the P"S.U, and a few anarchist groups came the unattabhed" And behind
them the only frotskyist group that supported the march, the ex-I+ggg
Cogmrtniste (fraternal group to the IllG). Unl.ike al1- the other Trotslqrists,
ffiea11ybroughtouttheirforces.Weestinratedabout1o'ooo
behind their banners (not all membersr'of course): This only shows they
tiad. organised many coaches and were determined to have a presence. They .

rnarched like an'organised army" This was a disquieting note in a demons-
tration which did not have the usual- dragooned' appearance. , The non-union
contingents were larger than the unj-on ones,

The square at the end of the rnarch was too small to hold' al-l the
deinonstrators. lvlost drifted away as soon as they amived. There vJere a
few very brief speeches" The CGT speaker was apparently booed" As the
cror*d.s di-spersed, hords of young people retraoed the route ihey had taken
during the march, in"search of"food and drink, this time und,er no, controf'
No onf was in the mood for a punch-up. Everyone was tired, exhilarated
by ihe riarch, but deflate.d- b'y lhd aulricli$ax, , , , ,

Practicatly all the shops in the centre of town had shut" Sor:re

posters,had. appeired on the wa}1s, purporting to come from the rsilent
rnajorityt, and.-protesting against the exiernal invasion. Most had- been
torn dovin" The shopkeepers, doubtless aided by the paniq',mongering mayof i
feared. that their establishments would be smashed up. Some, nevertheless,
had. been tempted by the prospect of all that trade" They openeo' at about
6 pr. But ai soon as more than ten pe_gple were inside the shop, they
would shut their door again. In one r:iie caf6, open throughout, a very-
sympathetic worna., ."rt.i us mulled wine " She codrplained about the stupi-
AitV oflthe shopkeepers. The baker round the cor:ner Save us freg cakes,
- - -..:.l-n ao.ctl-taon to inu flueLd we bou6ht" But most shopkeepers acted true to
type" Some townspeople 'watched from their vrindows, soile from the pavements'
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of course some were in the demonstration. In the richer areas many stayed
behind closed shutters" Returning to the camping site we agaln passed

in front of the army bamacks. This time two soldiers by the window gave

us a sign of suPPort

No one knorcs what the outcome of the liip struggle will be ' An

absolute victory seems un1ikeIy. The tnegotiationsr are sti1l dragging
on. Many of the workers, who have lost alJ. illusions in the CGT, stilI
thi-nk that the CFDT is, nonrinally at least, with them" Tlr-is is not so

important, because the workers will not accept a conprorcise. If the ne8o-
tiations remain public, the workers will contj-nue to maintain a consider-
able control over the proceedings. Should the CFDT be seen to be a party
to a compromise, the workers wonrt treat the union kindly.

The march has not directly affected the situatj-on, and it is a pity
that the rain cut out all possibility of d.iscussion. It must be remembered

however that it was essentia].ly the rank and file Ti p workers, hampered

by the organisations on all sides, who organised. and wanted the march"
They were supported by IOO'OOO people, who came from all over the country
in the pouring rain and icy co1d, This is bound to encourage them and

affect the balance of Power.

This is a sma1l l-ocal battle. It is atl the more remarkable that i-t
has caught the imagination of so many. Of course there was no rRevolutj-onr,

no storm1ng of the factory. It would have been stupid to attempt anything
of the sort. The march was just one more example that the organ:isations
(unions and partj-es) have very marginal influence. The rank and file can
push and organise very effectively" The workers have held out for three
months, They have two to three monthsr wages in hand - the third wage

payment tooh place just before the march. The march itself cannot have

hindered then' 
Janet J.

PARIS, MAY I9OB

fhis pamphlet, of which we have sold over 600O copieso

is novr in print again. This neru ed:Ltion includes not

only the ori-gina1 text but also the article rFrance :

the theoretidal implic?ti_onst which appeared in soLI-

DARITT vo1.V1 No.4, and which has long been out of print"

would those who have ordered this pamphlet wittrin the

last 2 years - and whom we have been unable to supply -
please write to us again. Pricer 15p (+ postage)'
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,lUil PU$ AI f 0,?i)'S
Recent developments at Ford's Dagenhaa augur well for the future

of rank-and-file action. Throughout this year there have been a nu:nber
of Iay-offs of production workers, j-nternj-ttently combined with speed-up.
I{orkers became thoroughly pissed off. On August 29, at 12 o'clock on the
night shift in the Bod.y P1ant, the management calmly announced that they
were laying off the men and sendi.ng then horse immediately - wlthout pay"
The situation exploded

Some workers went hone quietly. I{undreds of others marched. up to
the A.dmlnistration office and. besieged the staff, while a delegation 1ed
by a steward went inside to demand fu1I pay for the shi-ft. After a while
Pdul Sissons (the g shift plant manager) said hetd. had enough and was
leaving. The steward told Sissons that if he Left he would have hiro.,
brought back. Sissons swallowed this and eventually conceded fu}I payment"
For the rest of the night workers s1ept, played. card.s and discussed" Sub-
sequently, shop neetings were held which decid.ed that in future lay-offs
without pay would. not be accepted"

fhi-s lncj-dent created the pattern for later events. On September
15, Wj-nston Wi11iams, a welCer i-n the Body in White shop of the Body Group,
was sacked for al.legedly threatening Fred Fuller, a notorious ttear-arsel
foreman. This fo1l.owed a period of speed-up and haruassment of lliLliams,
Fbr example, Ful1er even foJ.lowed him into the lavatory. A few weeks
previously the number of jobs expected of his team per shift was 4BO"
This was pushed up by Fuller to 6ZO by the tj.rue of the j.ncident, and he
was trying to reacln 714"

Williams was no mi-litant" He had. been at Fords for 11 years and
had a record as a tpacesetter'. In faci he had been silIy enough to
attempt to achieve the companyrs targets (his opposite number on the other
shift hadntt been so cooperatj.ve) and had cracked up in the process. His
example shou3.d be a lesson to us all. Ironi-ca11y, three years ear'l'ier
Will1ams had saved. Ful1er from (at the least) a good hiding when he had
been knocked unconscious i-n a simi-Iar i-ncident "

t4any people have tried to compare the Willj-ams case with the pre-
vious sackings of l{cloughlin and Francis, Nothing could be further from
the truth. Instead. of a calculated victimisation, decided at the highest
Ievel, it was the company which was caught unawares by the strength of tbe
reaction to its standard practice. Dozens of cases sinilar to the Willians
case have occured without protest. But thi6 time it was the rank and file
who took the offensive, although admittedly a Lirrited and uncalculated one.
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: The stoi:pAge in support of hlitli-u.ms by.the.other wofkerb in ihib
department halied production. 0n TueSday, September' 18r, managenent :

announced tLat they were going to lay bff'line workers in the ITA and
Bod.y Plants for two days. In both plants mass meetings r'rere held where
it was decided that workers would report for work as normal. *

, The next day there was chaos in both plants, vrith hundreds of laid-
off workers persuad'ing (soroetimes r:obustly) workers who were stil} worklng
to stop. In the Body Plant the Ad.ndnistration barracked thernselves in
tXreir offices, A number of windows: w€?e smashed. when they refused to
come out. there were-:two incidents of violence against stewards who . 

,

argued wi-th the d.emonstrators" **

In the PIIA the situatior was sira:il-ar but more people were involved..
Over 2O0O workers rreported for workr and they stayed j-n the factory
tronger than thos6 of the Body Group. In this case there was quite sub-
stantj-a] damage done to vehicles and equipment, but eventually the occu-
pation,petered out as people wertt hone" :

the situati.on was out of the control of the' Shop Stewards Comrrittee
in the Body Plant; At the 'fJ.rst mass. meeting Macrae and Haroway ue{e
booed and catcalled. But a later meeting, after the trouble had subsid'ed,
accepted the proposal to pi-cket outsi{g the plant and that workers should.
not come into the factory the next day. Instead they nould picket the
trade unj-on negotiations in Central london. The strugglg rvas thus safely
brought under control"

* ,Solid"ri,tyr has often connenied. on the appalling state of communica-
tioiE-ffi- vrorjcers at Dagenham, and on the role of the shop steward
apparatus in actually reinforcing this situation" An interesting example
occurred recently when a steward. of the Body Group happened by chance to
be in the' PIA wfrln a shop meeting v,Ias being held: . H: '?:-""k?*,to l:11
lhe lads'wha,t was going oir in the Body_Groun, 1rh1ch he did. lft?l the
meeting Brian E}1j-ot, convenor of the PTA, rushed up to him shouting :
ibUrat ir" yo, doing ipu.Uiog in meetings at IlX, Flantt, and told' him to
,get oul .; gU. pfaitt. l,ater in the struggG-E11iot'.refused to call a'
meeting to decide on action. ile also used the opportunity to'attack the
uilitants who had. played a leading part on September 19"

tt*
![e do. abt be'rr*eve' that violence

clisputes r^rithin the working c1ass.
the ileep frustrations feJ.t by many
Stewards set-up operates at Fords"

should be the primary r*ay of settl.i-ng
Nevertheless theEE actions synbolise

ordinary workens:at the way the Shop
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The strike and lay-offs continued until Septenbet 30, vrith the
Press Shop coming out in syropathy with Wil1j-ams" Production was paralyzed"
the side effects were even fe].t in the continental Ford factories. the
settlement:was a rcompromiser, with Williams being re-employed in an'other
departmentwhi1ear.raitin8anl5.ndependu''-.lenquiryintothej-ncid.ent"

There were Liultations to the struggl.e: only a relatively smaJ.l
proporti-on of workers were involved, there' was Iittle clari,ty about
objectivesr'there was 1ittIe liaison between shop aad shopf'shift and
shift, and. plant and plant, and the old guard was'allowed t'o take over
the siruggG. It rvould be a tragedy if wfrat happened. turned out to be a'
one-shot affair, and if the lessons are no+- learnt and measures taken to
correct the mistakes. The real i'mportance of these events was that the
rank and file had begun to nove. What is urgently needed now is both the
creation of links between militants, and the creation of rank-and-fi1e
bodies that will burst the bureaucratic shackles holding back the struggle'

Never again must the trade union
offici.als and their si-de-klcks
inside the factory be allowed to
call the tune" Never again must
a struggle be aJ.lowed to Peter
out inconclusj-vely" (We Publish
an arti.cle in this issue on events
insi-de I{alewood which shows that
sin5.lar currents are stirri.ng
there. )
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But this req,uires the smabhlng of any il1usions that the qnion leaders
are going to solve the problems facing Ford, workers" AJ.so a recognition
that the struggle against Fords is only part of the struggle against the
whole rotten system in which we Li-ve,

19?3 rras tu", an eventful year for Ford.. There have been major
struggles at Astwerp, Genk, Cologne and Melbourne, as we].l as iq Britain.
We have received. considerable information about these conflicts whi,ch
have many iuportant lessons for car workers concerning the tactics used.
by nanagement and the universal role of the trad.e union bureaucracy, We
intend in the near future to publlsh a Bul1etin, possi.bly the first of an
irregular series, mak5-ng this material avai].able to car workers. We
obviously wish to reach the maximum possibLe readership. Would read.ers
who would like to receive copies, or who wish to help us distribute, pleaseget in touch with us.

M. F.

*Muid.i.#E*
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&
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"OH!-h*"* ?h**rrise gu,*r with th* ntickers?,,

€!
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HALEWOOD
On September 26, on the Body in Whj-te Llnes, the stewards informed

the lad.s that they had been approached by the Labour Relatj-ons Department
with the proposal to hold a meeting with the rank and fil-e in the Adruin.
b1ock"

l,abour Relations, it seems, had been worried for some ti-ne about
the ever-increasi.ng amount of alJ.eged sabotage and bad workmanshS-p. They
viewed very seriously the number of cars being rejected by the quality
control" They now- wanted to fj"nd a goluti.on, +.p. by picking the-brai,ns
of the rank and fiJ-e over cups-of tea, ptrurn cakes and s6.ndwiche,s.

The stewards cal3.ed a floor meeting and put it to the lads. Unfor-
tunately they had not put up a very good case against the proposals of
the Labour Relations Depi. They did at least advise against the whole
rotten set-up as being no more than a nasty but clever piece of manipu-
latj-on. A 1ot of the lads saw through the proposals" Tirey calIed for a
total boycott, thus raising an uproar. They put it to the rmoderatest:
rTheyrlJ. screw the bloody ba1ls off you goons if you think itrs going to
be just a cosy chat. The l.ot of us will be split down the niddle" Iheyrll
set us at each othersr throats as spies and tale-cariers to the super-
visors I ,

tsut the moderates appealed for a 6aner approach" They siid: eletts
be sensible about the whole matter" Welffi-Tave some lay-abouts on the
line who arse about. We shouldnrt be covering for such people" Also we
might be able to come to some better understanding wi-th the supervisory
staff and vrin some concessions | .

After a Iot of fierce argument a vote was taken on a show of hands"
The n:ilitants were out-voted by a very narrow margin" Some of the roode-
rates put up the hand.s of their tdontt knowt mates"

A conrade from the Body in White lines came over soon after the
fiasco, telling me and my mates r^ihat had gone on. He r*as really pissed
off the r,ray kis work mates could be so easily d.uped over the whole affaj-r.
I told him: rDonrt be licked by that shower. Go back and fight the
buggers. Make sure the stewards and the rest of the J.ads know about the
hand.-raising business. Aiso mention linat at present we have a few thou-
sand r.rorkers being laid off at Dagenham. And. that thousands of other car
workers are now facing the b'oot from Chryslers. In an effort to smash
the rank and fil-e into the ground., no car worker, 1et alone stewards,
could. even consider the' :iemotest hint of cooperation wj-th the managementr.

Two hours later the comrade came baek to my section" This time he
was not d.epressed but jubilant" He said: tWe really shook the bastard.s
this time" It seems that the stewards had to go back to the labour
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Relations Dept, telling them j-i was impossible, on account of a new
situation that had blown up among the Iad.s" [here r+as bad. feeli-ng over
the proposalsr espe.glally nor^r that the lads hqp. leen informed !h1t,t1: '' ,:

section foremen ana"bupervisors v.rould be in'9n |he neeting' joini-4.g iit r

the tea party in fact. This had proved to be the last straw.

'The rmoderatesr had fo]-ded up and got routed. Ano the la.bour Rela-
tions'boys got booted up the arse. And. the foremen are sti1l getti-ng
ulcers. And the Escort body shells are sti1l bei-ng rejected because of
serious defects. And tomorrow brings us to stiII another shift" And so
i-t goes on...

H. F" Jnr.; .

LETTER FRCI'rt AMSTERDAM
Thanks for the latest SOLIDARITY (vol"VII , no.7) " Nothing serious

has happened at Ford Amsterdam except for an international meeting of Ford
officials on August 20 in the chic Okura Hotel in Amsterd.an. They came
from Ireland, France, Germany, Sr,ritzerland, $ngland, America, Portugal and.
Italy - to have tbusinesst ta1ks, while consurrlng pat6' soup, lobster,
neat, ice creanr coffee, biscuS-ts, liqueur.and a chorce of J w'ines ... all
to the tuae of a small musical ensemble. , There were about 1OO guys and
it, had something to do with a new truck. the Publ;ic Relatj-ons Dept. had
also provided. fI girls who were instructed to tkeep up an interesting
conversationt, whi-J-e being warned that t the only thing they are reaIly
interested. in is sext.

]n the meantine, the worker6 in the.grinding shop are eating lead"
In the paint shop, .the menu consists of just one course: paint. There
are some plans to start actibn on the worklng cond:ltions. in these depart-
ments, Wetve got hold of the reports of the Medical Departnent of tr'ord
and the j-nformation cou3.d be played agaJ-nst the management" Information
on working conditions and. actions in simj-1ar departnents in England would
be very useful f,or us" Could you send copies of this letter to other
Ford contacts in England.? :

As a reaction to the last issue of SOI,IDARITY (r.re have not read
no.6 yet), we agree on the necessity of an International Ford'Bull-etin,
We are all working for the same boss and the shop floor taLk shoul-d not
be limited to Holland. or to any other country w:ith a F:ord factory. It
must be international, }fe d.o not see l+hy such a Bull-titin should be beyond
the ability of the rank and file to organ-ise "

Werve already had experience of clistributi-ng i-nforuation pamphlets'
for instance on the strike at Ford Antwerp ( tfris spring.). Contacts with
Genk ha-ue failed until now (any good- add'resBes?). The unions here have
never published. anything on actions at Ford in foreign countrj-es. Before
they start to ao st (in ord.er to enlarge their orvn power) we should have
startea ourselves. The biggest union over here, the N\rV, has financial
inte:rest in.a car trading firm called |ENTAM, , which is closely linked to
Ford lTederland. trfe think such a bulletin should appear regularly (so that
contacts should be less haphazard)" A. R.
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WHAT SONT OF CR ISIS ?
Tlre curyent problem of inflation has proved a puzzle, both to the

econonrists and to the traditj-onal narxists. The econom-ists used to argue
that the best cure for irage-inflation was a good stiff dose of unemploynrent.
Until the late 196ots thj-s seeris to have worked, although inperfectly"
But since 1968, and until very recently, unemployment has been consj-stently
hi.gher than at any time since the war, reaching in 1971-72 7-eveIs unknown
since 194a"(1) At the same time inflation speeded up.

The economists have been forced to rethink" Ihe academ-ic advocates
ofrLaissez-faLyet have become an even smalJ.er minority. Very few econo-
nrists would now argue - l-ike Enoch Powell - that all forms of state control
(including wage control) are always pernicious" It is a1so beginning to
dawn on then that economi cs cannot rigj-dly be separated from politics or
fron society" The repudiation of established myths has, on occasj-on,
verged on hysteria. (2)

The marxj-sts have been equally perplexed" Marx had very l:Lttle to
say about inflation. In the first p1ace, it was never a signi-ficant
problem j-n the 19th century, when prices feI1 as often as they rose.(])
.Moreover, it is very di-fficult to apply the labour theory of value to the
comnodity rmoneyr " (Wi:at is the labour value of a bank deposit, and. hor,r
does it fa11 from year to year?)

(t) This shouLd. be seen j-n perspective, partiorlarLy by tbose who think
it has, of itseJ-f, any, revolutioaary implicatioae - or that it img'L1es
any in-built tendency of the system to economic col-Iapse" As far as
unemployment J-s concerned the tbestt year between the tvro worId. wars
was tr.rice as bad as the worst year after World tJar II"

(z) see, for
Theoryr,

example, P. Wi-les rCost Inflati.on and the State of Econoffic
Economic Journal BJ 33o), June 1o?3, pp. 3??-198"

3) Unab1e to sustain the argument that there j-s an economic I crisis I on
grounds (a) of diminished growth of the productive forces, or (b)
of increasing unemployment, certa:ln tmarxistsr have changed horses
in mid-stream and now see inflation as the main yeard.stick of
rcrisj-se. This is clearly their right, but donrt let them do so in
the name of marxism. In nearly all of i'tarxrs writings, leconomic
crisesr' are associated with falling pr:ices (deflati-on) not rising
prices (inftation)"
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Clearly the pxesent tcrisi-sr i-s quite d:if ferent frcm that of the

1)jOts, when the tdeath agony of capitalismr cou1d, it seemed, be observed
d.aitry. Unepplolnent (.now about 

",5%) 
has not been above 4%, while in the

1g3A19 it was,nqver, belor,t 10?6" Re-ai wages-after tax (4) have - at least
untii the start of the freeze - risen rapidLy. 'lieath claims an increase
in real wages since the 1!/O Generai Electi-on of 12.5% in three years, as
against 9"5% in the six years of the Labour Govez'nment, and this probably
isntt far wid.e of the mark. The labour market was never quite as slack
as it looke6 tr.ro or three years ago, as j-s eviclent fror:r high J-eve1s of
job vacancies, and.. sustained overtime worlclng rtrhich has continuecl to
provide a major part of the wage packets of most industriaJ- workers. And.

there is no evi-dence of any ]ggg" gg tendency for the rate of growth of
the British economy to slow down.

These, of course, are general trends. Regional unemployment remains
a massi-ve source of m'isery: though again there is no para11e1 with the
Jarrow of the 193Ars.(5) Some workers - especially among the lower pai-d -
have seen thej-r real t^iages (after ta-x) rj-se very slow1y, if at all. There
are still short-term oscillations j-n the economy. It remalns true,
however, that the curent siluaiion is not.ge4erally one of tincreasing
miseryr, still less of a rcrisj-s of over-productj-onr "

Some marxists argue that the wage explosj-on has led. to a sharp
reduction in the rate of profrt, r^ihich must ineviLably slow down, the rate
of accumulation. GJ-yn and, Sutcli-ffe prqdu,ce a .rariety of fi-gures which
show the rate of profit fal-ling by as much as iwo-fifths between 195O and.

1g?Or(6) and a dec'line in the share of conpany profits in gross domestic
product from about 16% to J-ess than 10% j-n the saine period.(?) ft is not
at all clear hor^r this can be mad.e to conform vtith Marxrs predictj-ons of
an j-ncreasi-ng rate of expl-oitation"(B) I{cr ac'e 'the statj-stics above
criticism: Jackson, Turner and Wilkinson claj-m that the share of profits
in national income, after tax, has i-ncreased,(9)

(4) fnis is iriportant. D,Jacksor:, i{.A.Turner and F"Wilkinson'rDo Trade
UnionsCauseInf1at.ion?l(Cambridge1Jniver'siiyFress1g?2.)"howffix

shareoJ.thepa;,packet,anr1thatonemajorreason
for the recent acceleration of wage infl-ation has been the need to get huge
pre-tax increases :i-n order to ob-,:a-j.n cluite modest increases in post-tax
earnings 

)rs was much less$)TheaveragereaLwageofan.9.]1p.1Eedt,lorkerinthe193C-'-'_.-
than half its present value. It'-ts l"ery fite fy that a ltran on the d'ole
tod.ay is better:of,f than his father vras, wi,tl} a iobr forty years agg'

(5) Andrew Glyn and lob Sutc-]-iffe 'Brl'[i_sh C_apitaliqr-n* blorkers and the
,t (Haimondsworrh: Fenguin 1972), p.24U"

(?) iuie", pp.238-9"
(B) We dontt thiak this will r^:orry our marxists. If profj-ts rise they will
say Marx was right about the increasiirg rare of exploitation. If profits
fait tfrey will iay He was right ahout the falling rate of profit" 'Heads

I win, tilils you lc.o::e,!

(9) op. cit., p"81, Table 11*"
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It is certalnfy true that Heabhts wage freeze favours profits at the

expense of wages, though i-t is doubtful if this can be sustained for 1ong,
In'any case, the effects of inflatj-on on profits can easj-Iy be exaggerated,
as Peter Metheias suggests: (fO)

rlnflation makes capital appreciation - the inheri.ted wealth of past
accumulati-on - more strategic than incorue, given the tax structure and
the impossibilj-ty of taxing capital gains as effectively as salaried
income. If wage costs ind.uce inflation, those having to earn their income
by chasing around. the spiral of pri-ce increases - even those gaini-ng in
the race - are less wcIl off as a group than those r,'rith capital in the
form of property, 1and, equity investmenis and precious objects whose
value has been enhanced. much faster than the general rate of inflatj-on"

tA certain conspi-racy of silence over the advantages cf capital-
gains in inflationary tj-raes has been encouraged by an outmoded accounting
convention of what income i-s, whj-ch focuses cn the yield of assets rather
than their augmenting va1ue" Indeed. the recent d.oubllrg and t:'i-p1ing of
1aad. value which has not been matehed by an equivalent rapid. or sustained
rise in rents can be g1oouily interpreted as a fal.l- j-n ihe rate of return
on land to a mere 1% per annum - as though this marked. a fall- in income
rather than a prodi-gious gain i-n advantage fron capj-tal accumulation"
Pub1.ic d.ebate on econon:ic poJ.icy also bases jud.gment on relative income
rather than on total annual gains from capital appreciation plus inco&e.t

fn other r^rords, profits can be carefully disguised. as capi-taI ga-ins, and
published statistics may te}1 us very little about the actual effects of
inflation on property incomes"

The economists and the traditional marxists agree on one point: they
both see i-nflation, not merely as a problem, but as a dangerous problem
capable of l.eading to a major econorrlc crisj-s. World-vride inflation is
not a new phenomenon: it prevailed throughout several decades of the 19th
century (offset by other decades i.n which prices fell), and has been with
us j-n effect sj-nce 1939 " It has certainly speeded up - in the case of
Britain from perinaps Jal a year in the 195O's to the curuent 1A/o or more;
and it has been much less readily j.nflue_nced by the 1eve1 of unemployoent
(hence the term rstagflationr, wit-ich has however already become obsolete)"
But why shouJ-d this represent a tcrisist?

If If the rate of increase of infJ-ati.on accelerated, so that prices
were going up by several biJ-lion (or trilIion, etc" ) per cent each year,
capitalisn would obviously be i-ri deep trouble" This process of rhyper-
inflationr has happened before - j-n Germany and Hungary in the early 192Ot s
or Greece and China at the end of the 1.ast vrar, lioney lost all its value
and this se-riously dislocated the econonies concerned. fhere is no evid.ence

(fO) robservert, June 5, 1973"
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at all that this is happening now, or that it is at all likely, except
in the aftermath of world war. Inflation has run at 5U/o a year or more
in several la.tin American countries for decades, without bring:ing capital-
isn to its knees.

O-bviously an expanding capilallst world., which is increaqingly
integrating on an international sca1e, finds it very *ifficult to avoid
inflati.onary tendencies. But it can learn to live w:ith then. This.does
not mean that they are not troublesone and embarrassing, giving accountants
for example alJ. sorts of headaches.' Nor does it mean that the burden of
anti-inflationary policies wi].l not be imposed ou the working classi nor
that real hard.ship r,ctil not result from, for example, the cument frdeze.
It does mearl, however, that the traditlonaI marxists have conpletely
failed to prove that capitalisn has w"ithin itself an automatic tendency
to coIl-apse, or that any such tendency is connected rrith inflation.(1,1)
Their striclent cries of twoJ.ft are at best 5.meJ.evant, at worst a dangerous
il]-usion
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t'Make c nate, ottr standard'World Currency Crisis' placard
is getting i bit grubbY.!!

(tt.L-Ne-e.d.ue- re.peat, for the umpteenth time, that.yue are gg!.Faying that....
capitalism has solved its problens, but merely that its carclinal difficul-
ties are not at this Ieve1. For an anaLysis of where we think they are
located, see Mod.ern Capitalism ancl Regolution"
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Their mistake is j.n fact a more fundamentaf one" There has been a

dramatic rise i.n production since 1945 Lr' the aCvanced, capital.ist worId..
This has l.ed to, and indeed dgpended on, an equally dramatic ri-se i-n
workS-ng class Living standards. The reason for ihi-s d.ependence is si-mp1e"
fncreased output raust be purchased, Now BO% or more of national income
i-s trnid out as wages and salaries; of the remainj.ns 20% (or less), a large
proporti.on is accumulated" lidage and salary-earners thus account for
perhaps nine-tenths of a3.l purchases of consumer goods. This means that
capitalism cannot afford. massive uner:ploynent, or pernanent and sustained
reductions in real wages. The economic lessons of the 193Ot s have been
well 1earned."

The real crisis lies elsewhere. (We donrt mean internati-onaI mone-
tary rcrj-sesr, which occur about Jnce every six months, each one hailed
by the traditionaJ. marxists as the beg:inning of the end. ) Capitalism
invites us and needs us to parti-cipate in its drive for greater producti,on
and consunption. It cannot, however, a1low us to take decisions which
chalJ.enge its control over the pace and nature of accunulation, decisions
which will lead to a genuinely socialist society based on self-managenent
ia all spheres of social fife. The sausage machine is stiJ-l capable of
producing more and more - occasionally even better - sausages. It cannot
survive our d.ecision that we donrt h-ke sausages, and want to run the
machine ourse]-ves,

J. K.

"l believe in the status quo*robbing the poor
and keeping iL"
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The people take power.and transform assembly lines into lines for
taking tanks to pieces

Soldiers are sent to the fields, cops to gather grapes, insurance
clerks to pick strawberries. Bankers are sent fishing

Workers in az'ms factories are asked to join the bakers in preparing
good bread

4. Money is abclished. No more small savings. No more large
fortunes. No more nervous Capital with dangerous reflexes.
Dancers dance for the fun of it.

Absolute freedom is p:'oclaimed, When the sexual maniacs have
had their fiIl, people wiil walk the streets and woods again without
fear of assault.

The commodity-economy is abolished. The general confusion,
predicted by so many, does not materiatrise. People quietly
allocate themselves the necessary tasks. Everyone eats to his
hunger. There is even a surplus. One starts looking at the sky,
smelling the earth, living.. . .

5.

6.

{.

b#fr
>9#

That would have been a real ehallenge, Utopian? No more
utopian than trying to build socialisrn within capitalist
struetures. Not serious? Was Allende serious when he
thought the rich would accept to be a litt1e less rich - or
that the Army might heip in seliing left-rving papers, on
Sundays, to people coming out of church?
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TTIE TYRANNY OF STRUCTUREIESSNESS

-18-

by Jo Freeman. Published bY Leed.s
Road, Leeds 6" kice 5P + Postage"

This 12-page text has already been published. three times' originally
by the trrlomen t s I,iberation lriovement j-n the USA in 1970. The present edition
should. spread. it arounri to more of the people who r^dl]. find its ideas
relevant, and has a useful introduction by the Leeds O.R.A. womenrs group"
As well as relati-ng it to the Brj-tish si-tuation, ihey point out the
pamphletts serious li-mj-tations, in particular its restricted scope"
Organisation j-s treated. too much in isolation, and the cri-tique refers
to tstructure].essr rather than to hierarchical forms.

fhe problem of how to organise faces a wide variety of groups r*ho

reject traditj-onal structures, either through conscious libertariani-sm or
dislike of much of what they see on the Ieft" In the womenrs liberation
movement there was a strong incl-inatj-on to avoid copyi.ng male-dominated
organisations, and to enable every woman i-nvolved. to take a fu11 part.
The sma11 group, usually 1oca}1y-based, was seen as basic and essential to
the work of the movement

Jo Freeman pinpoints the vrays in which such groups fall- short of
the unattainable ideal of structurelessness" She describes the formation
and functioni-ng of inf ormal 61ites, the dom:i-nation of a group by a few of
its members, the operation of the ?starr system" Perhaps her view of the
j-nevitability of these d.evelopmenls j-s a shad.e too rigid, but there is no
doubt that they do tend. to occur where no formal structure exists' She
points out correctly that there is nothing inherently bad about organisa-
tion and structure - br-rt fails to differentiate them from authcrityt
power, hierarchy, v;hich a{e inherently bad. from a llbertarian viewpoint"
However, most of ihe principles of democratj-c structuring outlined at the
end of her pamphlet would be acceptable'to those of us who do not reject
organisation altoge ther -

we need to er,rphasise, though, that vre are still worklng for a
libertarian alternative" The solution does not 1ie soIely in finding a
struct"ral formula, however flexible and easily understood, but in the
constant, conscious involvement of self-active individuals in the group.
Responsibi];ity to the group can always be demand,edr even from an informal
lead.ershi-p, if this involvernent is present; without it, there is no
guarantee against Corni nation by a minority"
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In the context of womenrs liberation, j-solating the orgarlsatioaal
factor begs sorne important questions" Leeds wo&enrs O.R,A. recognise tlr:Ls,
attributi-ng the d.isorganisation of the womenrs novement to an in:itial lack
of analysis, and stressing the mutual interaction between theory, practice
and organ:isation form, A rel-ated problem is wtrether a movercent on such a
broad base as woments liberation can ever be anything but an umbrella for
varyi-ng poJ.itical views, assorted activities, and localised struggles.

Ihe criterion of political effectiveness is not highly relevant to
something whieh has no agreed political perspective in the fj-rst p1ace.
As sections of the movement develop coherent views, in conjunction with.
others and under preasure of events, it is probable that splits r,al1J- occur.
This j-s not to be feared, or avoid.ed by compromise; it nay 1ead. to an
effective regrouping of some women" Nor does j.t invalid.ate the original,
.generalised movement, or condemn those who joi-ned in j-t. The assertion
of womenrs determination to J.iberat.e themselves is entirely valid., not
only because of its opposition to signifi-cant facets of class society,
but beoause of what it represents positj-veJ-y"

" Consci-ousness-raising, contrary to what Jo Freeman says, ls hardly
obsolete. It is very doubtful that the woments 'liberation movement - ds'
a whole, !,,:i11 find an alternative tmain functiont to replace it

L. W"

\
\* 'N+glect rnE and I'li tttrn lmojjrnn.r' i'!.*',,
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The article fThe

[iionar.Y't]in our
last issue) was
intended to provcke
reactions. It did.
Here are 2 fairly
typical, if eonfused,
speeimens,

Here are a few eomments about
your rather forced effort at humour
in the Last issue tThe Orgasmic
Revolutionaryt. It takes one theme
- the reLation of politics to repres-
sive sexual attitudes - and rfLogs it
to deatht. There follows a rather
loose and facetious description of
all sorts of different types into the
?orgasmic revolutionaryt eate gory,
A nice piece of amalgam teehnique
in fact,

All those who have ever worn
politieal badges or black leather
eoats, carried a hanner or belonged
to a left-wing group fall into'this
category. Which of us can elaim
innocence of aLl these sins? It
strikes me as an examPle of the
rather smug eLitism of Folidarity
as well as a certain Puritanism
confusing sex as such with repressive
or tchauvinistict behaviour. Would
Solidaritv (titce the barcelona CNT )
end up as being more efficient at
eLeaning up viee than the Catholic
Church?

Do we all have to become short-
haired clean living rarorkers before we
are allowed to be a t?non-orgasmic)
revolutionary?

John B.

Wilhelm Reieh rnrote that a rPure

revolutionar;It can be reccgnised by
tsutwardLy natural behaviour, lack of
pompeisity, a natural attitude towards
sex, not only an emotional, but Prim -
arily a rational commitment to
soeiaLism!, among other things, and
could he opposed to those who showed
tforced exhibitionist display of revol-
utionary feelingt, etc, Fair enough'
Point taken, if thatrs what the artiele
tOrgasmic Revolutionar;rr is about.
But is it necessary that the Solidarity
Super-Rev refrain from black leather
jackets, banners, badges,'demons-
trations, and I group fetishismr?

Sure footballts a nice game anrl
personally my own mistress stands
up at White Hart Lane where judging
irom their rpositionf {nudge, nudge }

in the league {bootg fetish i they are
suffering from premature ejaculation
(or an inability to score - possible
reference to drugs - wink, albow ).
But do we han"e to wear cloth eaps
and wander around mumbling roo geir

blimeyt and rcor luwa duckr to prove
that fRevoluticnaries prefer Prolesl ?

Good olt Uida{if. Talk about
perverse, tMay-June 168 . . . onIY a
beginningt. Canrt be orgasmie though

thatrd be hypocrisY, Still as we
all know Ford workers dontt wear
Ieather jackets, T,U. militants donrt
wear hadges, and mass strike rneetings
g<l off in complete silence, unaccom-
panied by branch banners, or noisY
chants and slogans. Perfeet gentlernen,
perfeet revolutionarie s'

Steve X.
psr' r" orgasm isntt a dirtY word;
enjoyi.ng your revolution isnrt a erime'
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\ Yt 0l \t l{ I Our title rthe orgasmie revolutionaryt may have been

\}4t-: ambiguous. It wasntt meant to imply that we were against
orgasms, in any form, shape, variety eir frequency. It was meant to imply
that far many trad revs potritical life was an orgasrn-substitute. It is in this
light that w'e should discuss the significance of a certain type of Party-sponsored
demonstration, with standarriised banners and sLogan-shouting, of the type so
dear to the trad revs. Dest article perhaps dealt with all this too superficially,
Or perhaps it assurned a sense of humour some readers obviously didnrt have.

Where on earth does Steve get the idea that we subseiibe to rprolier
than thour ideas? Or beLieve in the virtue af cloth caps? He seerns to forget
we coined ihe term ?workeritisr to describe this particular malady, And
where does John get the idea that we gonfuse $ex with repressive or tctrau-
vinistict behaviour? How beside the point can you be? lVe believe the very
opposite I that it is precisely repressed sexuality whieh is sublimated into

this type cf behaviour. i\{ay-June 1968 not orgasmic? Surely our pamphlet on
Paris brought out that rshat heppened there was an explosion of joy unparaLleled
in modern times. (It was also of eourse man)r other things too. ) Enjoying
revolution a crime? There can he no meaning to revalution if ycu dontt do it
for the hell of it, It is precisely those who ciontt enjoy revolution (because as

a rul-e they canlt enjoy anything else) who need badges;
uniforms, slogans, bibles, rerrealed truths,
general secretaries, marxisi cr anarchist
gods, etc. And this whether they be students
or Ford workers, male or female, and aware
of it or aot.

I
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I C O I{OGRAPHY
In our last issue, under the

Ervelengthr, we Published an
many ref-erences vlere made to
(Informations, CorresPonrlance
received the foJ.lowing rePlY
who has recently l-eft I"C"O" 

'its inception

heading 'On the Solidarity
article by C.S. j-n which
the French grouP I"C.O.
ouvriEres) " We have

from one of the comrades
after being in it from

your conclusion argues t\at a certain leve1 of class siruggle in
Europe explains the spreading today of some ideas close to those of
;s"ii;";til;"- It r*ould have been better for the article to develop the

rffiitu,right1ymentions)tnatsirr.11arcapita1istsituatj.ons
Lead to siruilar typei of struggle, and. show hovi - for more than half a

century - tradititnal ideas hJ-ve tegun to erode, above all because of the

conflict between autonomous forms oi workerst strugSle (e.s. workers
counclls) and vrorkersrorganisations (such as Parties and' Unions)'

ftro points i+ould then have eme:'ged more clearly: (t) the appearance

or the disappearance cf groups, ihe prJpagating or the ignoring of oerta:in
ideas, the theoretical conf-ri"it, .t" ,r'ot abstract thi-ngs but the direct
produet of the development of capital and of progressive or retrograde
forms of class struggle. In thii particular case the Workers Councils
movement clasheO with Leninism and wiLh Socj-al Democracy not through a
theoretical debate about philosophical or political ideas' but @'.ana
above all in the actual context of tne confrontations between classes in
Russj.a, in Germany and el-ser"rhere (see on this. point tTFg-tsolghgyiks-an4

Wor:kers Cont.rolt lubl-ished by tSolio.aritJ' (about' Russia) and rI,es Fonde-

ffiornie Corunqnls-le-t-(The Foundations of Communist E€onom

nany).

., (Z) '9gli93I!JX,', li-ke 'social-j.spe ou Barbarler and many other
scatteredgroupsvlhotrytou,'a"1119"",areon1y
the links in the chain (if very fragile or,"E)*I?TITE movement as a whole "

'i;;";;;"*""t is first of all a real movement, then a process of thought'
and then a systen of id,eas. From the incessant d.ialectic between what-

happens and what is ihought, accclcing to ihe specific oj-rcumstances of

certain situations, cne link ca.n appear pro8ressive on one point and trac-
itional on others. The question i-i-not to diucrss whether Pannekoek

remained in favour of an outmoded Marxism or Card'an in favour of a party

of a more traditional kind., but whether what they expressed corresponded

to nhat capi-talism is now and to struggles in the r"rorld today' It is
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interesting to see how Pannekoek evolvbd from a Social Democratic position
to envisage concepts r+hj-ch surpassed even those of the Workers Counci-ls,
and how Cardan evolved from Trotskyism to a fundamental questi-oning of
traditional concepts of irlarxism, but also for example to read the corres-
pondence between Cardan and Pannekoek (published i-n tCahiers du Comnunisme

&g- i5" No.B, ttay 19?1) ',rhich shows that they @
opposed to each other in thej.r ideas on organisation.

' Fina1ly the tSoli*rrityt article'contains certaj-n errors of fact:
(f ) tfre Dutch group tAct and Thoqgh:Lr did not get its ideas from
rSoci-alisme ou Barbarie', or from the Dutch tProvosr: or from tSolid.arityr"
.This group sprang directly from the Cquncj-l Q^qgrmu,nist movercent.: Its rel-a-
tionshJ-ps withtsocialisme ou Barbariet are defined in the preface to the
correSpondencebffiard.anreferredtoabove"Asfaras
the Provos are concerned, a text published by I"C.O. as a pamphlet t].,es
Provos et I-a lutte de classet (tire Provos and the cLass struggle) written

Thoughtr, wj-th su-ch subtitles as rfdeas
a1onedonotchangesoffincewithoutac1assbasisr,is
without anbiguity"
is more the result
influence of one on

rhe coming together of this group rdth t@It
of a convergence of i-deas than a respective direct
the other,

Q) f socia'lisroe ou Barbariet was founded in 1946"

(f ) tire spAi-t between 'gocialisme ou Barbarier and J.1,;O. .in 1958
occurred when two practical or opposed,to each other
were put f orward; as afr,vays ttre theoreti.cal- texts cane bef o16 and af ter
this event (see ttre relevant issue of rsociallsme ou Barbarier on this
subject.Thestatuteproposedbythe1osertothe
nethod of functioning of tSoJ.i.darityr Ln 1973 than that proposed by the
majority (Cardan and otherFFn:ES. The tvro motions presented to a
General Assembly in June 1958, which resulted j-n the spli-te are expJ.5.ci-t
and pertj-nent to this point (ttrey were never pubU-shed). :

(4) tire articles referred to on Vietnam (in ICO nos" 61-7O) were
not translated from rsolidarilgt but wrj-tten for ICO by a Vietnamese
comrad.e vrho 'iivea in G[ii&-?T the time of the . first Indo-Chinese war"
Certain of these articles were used bytSolid.?.ritytin its writings on
Vietnam.

$) The postscript of the rsolldarityr article seems to present
the present break-up of 1"C.o" as TFffited action of some members
close to rSolidar:1lgr. The reality is much more complex and confused,
Since s.ptffiTffi several people have successively left 1C0" The first
group who J.ef t (about 7 or B people, ex-members of the group 'Alg$!ggig' ,
who now publish tldegation-r and tI,e Voyout) have a position very far from
that of tsolidariEiT-G their rflffi-on tire 'Sgli4erilX' pamphlet on
Fisher ge;mn ICo no.12a and their colleot:-ve stater,rent on J-eavi-ng
I.C,O" published in ICO no.12O). After thj-so separately and without
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declaring their positions in any texts, several people left I.C.O. Two of
them did so because they held a position ol-oser to that of the Council
Communist strean of thought and the,others .1eft more because they were
increasingly a1ienated by'the lack of seriousness and the j-ncoherence of
the- discussions, which.held Iittle interest for them.

- 1.

(6) tfre translation of rAs I,.{e Dontt See It'was the project of :

severa1comrades(someofthoseffigthesecond,waveof
depi:,rtures from I.C.O., plus a group of. peoplg_ in RgUeo', whose, experience
in their oyrr,g:roup had brought'them closgr,to.tlese:'Iast dj-ssidents from
I.G.O; )' etnd.'was undeitai<e'n independently:of the ciranging_ fortunes of. Ii0.O.
The work relating to 't_gl*t"Sy for Industrial St{qggiet-(there is no Airedt
translation projecteA ect on present new
method.s of struggle undertaken'by an ad. hoc work group, only some of whose
members forr:oerIy belonged to I.C.O.

E. S.

r\it)TJ eI l0: $tJB$oil lBIit $

There'has recently been a marked increase in postal
charges. For instance, the despatch of a single copy of
Solidarity, wi-thin Br5-tain, used to be 2$p (5O% ot tUe

cost of the j-seue itself)" It now costs 4p (8e/" of the
cost of the issue). trIe cou1d. have re.q.c*!gd to_,thJ-s.state
of affairs by increasing,the cost of the paper. We prefer,
however, to continue r*j-th our policy of send.ing subscribers
issues up to the value (including post"gg) of the fl1 they
haiie subscrj-bed. Dontt fe:ierrrprisua, though, J-f warnings

* .:r r . ' ..
that your qubscr:lption is about to lapse are now sent you

.more often. ,A fl1 subscription wj-II ensure you get about
11 copies oftthe paper (or 5p items).
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GTTTII\G t-i. TOGITl-i rR
On September 15 a:nd, 15 some 40 cornrades from Brj.-r,ain, France,

Germany, Belgiuln and Holland met in North liest France to discuss problenrs
of sommon j-nterest and concern" A :leaii1es f istlnguishing this gathering
from previous ones r^;as ihe presence of more than a d.ozen German comrades
from ai least ! d.ifferent parts of the country (Hamburg, Kie1, Berlin,
Cologne and. l,furzUurg) "

Themes proposed by the spcnsoring groups inclu-ded the self-presentation
of the various grotlps, e,nd sucii subjects as ihe meaning of the class struggle
today, the concepi of autonomy and the concept of j-nterventJ-on, the inter-
national crisis at tlre.i.eve1. of ideas, ancl trade uni.onisi efforts at recu-
peration of dissent, thr.o:tgh ihe setring up of l'arious tleftr trad.e union
bodies (CFDT in f'rance, Insiitu'be f o;' tr^Iori-ers Ccritrol in Britain). Not alL
these subjects were discussed - anC others,unschedulei. ones, found their
way onto the agencra" One of the best cLiscussions of the whole conference
was in fact an entirely unpreroa.red one, on the Sunday::rorning, on the
imp15-cations, in advanced- indusi-.rial" "societies, of absent.eeism and other
di-rect action methods of resistance to production. To lvhat extent were
such methods 'weil esiabiishede, tdefensi'ret techniques, of a reflex and
often inarticulate irind., and to what extent did. they (or could they) now
embod.y something new: a moye or less conscious resistance to the work ethj.c?
What rnras real1y irappening? And whai shou-,--C rerroiuti onaries read into it?

Raiher than describe ihe meeting j.n its ch:'orrological sequence, vle
prefer to stress certain specific points made, which in our opinion highlight
sone of the prob1eru"s now confrcnting us all .

The question of the poliLical basj-s cf reg::cupment vias discussed at
some length. The statenents AS tm SEE II ancl AS'rIE DONrf SEE IT had been
trans1atedintoFrenchancge7frill_E._,":Esfe].fT,yffi6?affiosepresent
that even a fairly explicrt tex'r, (f:-ke -Ls lr,Ie Donrt See_I:L) was still- not
expJj-cit enough. French comrades whc had recently left ICO stated for
instance that people on both sj-des of their or,,rn recent split could have
end.orsed nost of tha-i d,;cu-ment. The que.stion was v;irat one did rvith j-deas of
this kind. Scme comrarles, partj.cuiarly those from KLel and Ha.mburg, felt
that these ideas had. to be lived, deeply, by the rerrolu,tionaries themselves"
For them, self-consciousness and self-understanding were essential ingre-
dients of (although of course not subst. Lutes for) a meani-ngfuI collective
consciousness, of a klnd that could transform society. Others stressed that
people miglt subscribe to particular j-deas, believing then to be the basis
of meaningful e,ctlon, cnly to d.iscove:'that coamon work could be very dif..
ficul't with others al-so cl-air::ing to subscr:ibe to tite s rme ideas" Tlds 1ed
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1ogica1ly to tfre question of what held groups together. the belief that
ideo1ogita1.agreementwasa.necessaryands_q:[.ficj-egLbasisforcomnon-
action was superficial: it i-gnored a whole dimension of poJ;itical life,
that based on relations within the group i-tseIf. Ihe question of affini-
ties, and the question of attitudes to agreed ideas were also relevant.
Members of the group had to help one another, r^rithout the Sroup degenera-
ting into a therapeutic community. Although ideas were fund,amental, the
group had to be more than an exclusively ideologi-cal association"

' Some comrades fe].t that relevant new ideas were unlikely to arise in
the absence of a renewed autonomous activity of the woriring class itseLf.
The Duteh comrades had consciously called their group tAction an4-lhgqgh:lf
(and not rThought and Action,) to stress the way they saw thj-s relationship'
Others felt thit this was a mechanj-stic and non-d.ialectical r'iay of positing
the ieal relationship betr,reen thought, its sources and the effects it could
have "

Other themes were also discussed. One of these was the role of the
working class. Differences on this issue underlay many of the coniribu-
tions, influencing not onl.y their content but the very 

i^ra-V 
in vrhich ideas

were formulated. -Some comrades preiriousJ.l' associated. with ICO sedmed to
us fairly torthodoxt in this respect. Whj-Ie correctly stressing the .con-
cept.of worklng class autonomy, they tended to attribute an enti-rely
marginal role io other struggles goirrg on in modern society. One comrade
di-sraissed the whole r.Ioments-llberation movement, for instancer &s tmerely
a consequence of the requi rements of modern capltaiism' . Another voiced.
his opinion very concisely. It vras all very wel-l, he stated, to talk about
change but it was important to disti-nguish between what had changed and
what had. not" lIas il stiIl true, he askeo (a) that all pret'ious history
was the history of the class.struggle; (b) tirat only the P:ofetarj-at taras

,capable of overthrovring capitalisi society; andr. (c) tnat ihe struggle
between Proletarj-at and Capital was the central conflict in modern society?
He was prepared to answer an eruphatic yes to all these questi-ons" Other
comrades felt that it tras not a question of correct answers, but perhaps of
loolcing a 1ittle deeper at the questions-themselves. In particular they
felt it aifficult to answer the J.ast two ques:f?lt.without first discussing
what was meant by the worklng c1ass" I'ormer definj-tions (such as rthose

who lived only tlrough the sale of labour powert or tthose who produced
surplus value-t ) were-today ch4racterisea try too many exceptions or spec5-atr

cases to be methodologically meaningful.

Some comrad.es stressed. that the very d.ifficuJ.ties we were experien-
cing in reachi-ng useful definitions illustrated. the fact that historical
categories were themselves pr.oducts'of historical developmen't" one comrade

said..-that if by proletariat one meant manual workers, engaged in the Fro:
duction of commo6it:-"u, the answer to the foretnentioned questions was rno'
(the worki-ng class, thus defj-ned, comprised. a decfining segment of the
populatiorl i" all advanced industrial socj-eties, and.advocacy of its rule
was tantamount to advocacy of the rule of a minority)" The working cIass,
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in the wider sense, had however a central importance in the process of
social change and without its active support no real social. change could
take pI-ace" One had to question the view of the incarnation, in the
working class, of some messiani-c rnission, allocated to lt- by rHi-storyr 

"
The working class was the main victim of this society: it was deeply
perneated by bourgeois factory disci-pline, the work ethic, and the accept-
ance of hierarchy, etco, etc.* The question was whether, because of its
real material conditions (and lhe resulting need to resist col-J.ectively)
the working class also embod.ied the negation of these characteristics.

One of the most interesting discussions j-n the conference took place
between the German groups. A group operating in Cologne d.escribed. its
activi.ties in relation to the Ford works there" They stated that the
development of the recent wildcat strikes there haC been influenced, j-n
part at least, by their activities. The same group, which operated under
a formal anarcho-syndiealist 1abel, was acti-ve j.n the Red Help movement,
which sought to help prisoners and had grown rapidly in Germany in the
recent past" The comrades rnrere all activists and. had been disappointed
by the tover-theoreticalt nature of the discussions at the conference. It
was easily shown however that their absence of a theoretj-cal- frameworl.:
Ied. these same comrades to some strange conclusions" We have often
stressed that there can be no vacuua at the leve1 of j-d.eas, and that in
the absence of ideas of one t s ov;n one can only become a vehicle of the
ideas of others" i,trhen (correctly) campai-gning for the release of mao5.st,
stalinist or trotskyist political prisoners, the Cologne comrades had not
once h-nked that campaign to any kj-nd of explanation of what these ten-
d'encies represented in terms of the tautonomous worlclng class movementt
they themselves cl-aimed. to support,** What,
historically, had been the attitude of these
tendencies to po1.tticaJ. prisoners?

The Cologne comrad.es stated that, not being
students, they were not interested in participating
in discussions about education, schooJ.s or uni-
versities" Other comrades pointed out that in
voicing such feellngs they were merel.y reproducing

* 
Th* French comrades reported that during

the recent take-over of the Lip factory at
Besangon (in tne course of ivhich production
had been continued under workersr self-
management ) a fu11 asser:bly of aLl- the
workers of the plant had" voted, by a large
majori-ty, to maiatain the previously
exi-sting w4ge differentials and had rejected
a motion deuandi-ng equalj.ty of wages.
**

In this respect see the article rChange
the poli-tical- prisonerst i-n Solidarity,
vol-" Vl-J e no.4.
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within their own Sroup the division between manual and mental labour
preval-1ing j-n the bouigeois society around them' A revolutionary group

was the only plaoe in which an honest discussion could take place about
all the aspleis of donination,in modern class society

--.,.t ,,,Another element whlch appeared from tine to time in the, cgnference
wasr,the confrontation - .usuatrly only voiced in :muted. tgrms - between

i[a"""*ir":Iait-that manlr'tradiiionaity accepted views](such as the basic
;;;;;r ;i *a"ii"*) neeala reviewing, and those who redcted'as;'if'such 

.a

t"rri", j-n somei :way threatened long-established political ldentj-ties'

Most ofi:those attending the gathering felt it had been worth while
ana trrai-irrir,"r regular meetings Jr tniu kina should be held' - if
possible with a betier preparation of the agenda and a ful1er pre-conference
discussi-on. Despite tfrl Aifficulties of simultaneous translation into J

languages, and the absence of a chairman at the various sessions, the
meeting proved a reasonable illustration of self-discipline and of the
capacity of even a meeting of this size to exercise self-management' As

usua1, the most positive outcone wj-ll probably prove, in retrospect, to
have beea the u*"t:- informal discussions tak:Lng place outside of the
formal ses,sions. Many useful contacts were established.

M. B.
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