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P@RT'UGAt
The bu1.k of this issue j-s devoted to the Portuguese events of

1974-75. Several features, in our opinion, need. stressing:

a) The tremend.ous upsurge of urban and rural struggJ.e that followed
the overthrow of the Caetano regime j-n April 1974" This was associated
with a massive release of pent-up, creative energy nanifesting j-tse1f in
alL fields of social life.

b) The decompositi-on of many of the bases of classicaJ- bourgeois
power. But the private ownership of industrial enterprises and of the
latifundiar and the 5-mperialist commitment, were gradually replaced by
state capitalist institutions (over ?A% of Portuguese industry is now
nationalised ) which guarantee the continued dominatlon of Capital in only
marginalJ-y altered. forn"

c) tne difficulties confronting the working elass in its attempts
to create genuinely autonomous organs of struggle. These difficulties
were partly due to the proliferatj-on of leftist groups, al-l a1J.egedly
speaking ton behalf oft the.worklng crass but in reality seeking to
nanipuJa.te nrllitancy for theif own objectives.

d) The depth of the cl-as.s struggle in the countrysid.e, particularly
in the Alentejo" .,:,, 

"i.;,1. 
r,:

e) The persistence of dangerous illusions (large1y fostered by the
1eft, and. onJ.y now s1ow1y,,'being dissipated) concernj.ng an alleged com-
munity of interests between'.t'he Army and rthe Peopler (the so-calJ.ed
MFA-Povo alliance ) "

f) The limitations of even the most radical forms of self-management
when app:lied withtn an overall..capitalist framework.

g) The depth to which (side by side with the explosion of the new)
traditional attj-tudes to the problems of everyday J-ife persist, penetra-
ting the- thinking and practice of leaders and 1ed a1ike, and crippling
raeaningful action.

We have chosen five texts which illustrate some of these points
and ralse problems worthy of discussion:

1) The Manifesto of the postal workers of Lisbon in June 19?4" Iini,s
was issued at the time of their major strike against an adnrinistration
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in which the FCP was strongly entrenched' It represented one of the first
j-mportant confrontations between a section of the working class and the

2) An editorial (tl,lhat Workers Councils?t) published by the paper
fCombate' (Rua da Atala)-a Z04/2O6, Lisbon 2) in July 1975" This describes
ff-iffii"i"r creation of tworkers councilsr by the PRP-BR (Proretarian
n"r"i"tf"r"ry Party - Revolutionary Brigades)1 an organj-sation politi-ca]Iy
olose to I.s., except that it does not urge peopJ-e to vote for social-
democrats. The article describes some working class responses to these
attempts at manipulation

l) An article rPortugal - North and Southtby Phil Meyler which
seeks lo d.ispel some of the stereotyped images of the rreactionaryrNorth
versus the trad.icalt South, and to explain what made possi-bIe the massive
attacks Last suramer on various left-wing headquarters

4) I ttiary by Mauri-ce Brinton describing some experiences in
Portugal during August 1975"

5) L reply to Tony Cliffts 'Open Letter to the Portuguese Revolutiont
(putlisfred in tSocialist Workerr on October 11, 19?5) in which the relation
of Party to.Councils ie sharply posed"

We hope these articles
will initiate s deePgoing
discussion on the nature and
limitations of the Portuguese
Revolution, in which all
readers wilJ. Parti-ciPate "

,', The next SOLIDARITY
Conference (in JanuarY, in
Llverpool) wil-l be discussing
these matters. Details obtain-
able fron the National Vtrorking
Group, c/o 15 Charles Street'
Oxford "

* 
Oth"",.important strikes at this tj-me in which the workers came up against

both the Conmunist Party and. the MFA (Armed. Forces Movement) were the
struggles at the Lisnave shipyards and at TAP (Portuguese Airlines).
There is an excellent d.escription of the latter in tBortugal: l.rgutTe

""*i"t; 
by Avi1la, Ferreira, Lory, Orsoni and Reeve (Spartacus, Pariqr

WTT
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( JUNE L974 t

The CTT (Post Office) workers came out on strike on June 17,
1974. As the dispute hit directly at the new administration
it was savagely repressed by the government and virulently
denounced by the EP. For the PCP there could be no strikes
ragainst the collectiv5.tyr " The problem was that the CTT
workers dicl not feel themselves part of the fcolJ.ectivityr 

"

After aL1 the belief in the union structure which the fPro-
Unj-on Conmitteer (CB) had fostered, the CTE workers were
ramazedr at being attacked publioly by the so-caI1ed pol-i-
tical Party of the Working Class" The Cornmittee j.ssuing the
manifesto was made up of various union tendencies from
before Apr5.1. 25t}rl and a number of worker miJ.itants integrated.
onto the Coqrnittee at a later date. Despite illusions as to
the ro3.e of the trP and. as to the roJ.e of unions as organs
of struggle, the document ralses a number of interest5-ng
points

lA great campaign of lies continues to faII upon us, the workers of ClT.
The reaL meaning of our struggle persj.stently continues to be nisrepre-
sented, so that public opinion has come out agai-nst us, tryj-ng to raise
doubts and. confusion among us, and seeking to isolate the pro-union
workers I comrrittee 

"

We deuily receive hundreds of telephone calls and telegrams from
a].]- over the country in which the CTT workers demonstrate their support'
d.ecide to continue united in struggle, and. ask that we deny and denounce
the untrue allegations made against the Committee and against all the
workers of CTf. It i-s the indignant voices of 35'OOO workers, and the
right of the pubJ.ic to receive eorreot information vrhich conpel usr yet
again, to deny the falsehoods and insinuations made against us. These
are made by the leaders of the Lisbon Regional Organisation (UORL) of
the so-called Communist Party, an organisation which despite calling
itseJ.f the party of the workers and the defender of their interests has
distinguished itself in tbis campaign by attacking our struggle. It is

P()SIAI !Y()ill(Iil$' ilJAr! I II $T0
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an organisation which is certainly'aware of,'the facts" But they have
misrepresented and.'falsified. our struggle in ,Lheir communiqu6s, in their
meetings, in their press:and even in other organs of information, through
articles and declarations from theil membe::s, and sympathisers.

Let us 1ook, for exanple, at some of the most important poi-nts of
the DORL communio,u6 of the so-called Communist Party, v;hich appeared in
the newspapers of June 28, 1974. .

1) On the compositi-on of the CPS they say i.t is made up of elements
which appeared after April 25th1 replacing-bhe workers who, for nearly
4 years, had struggled. hard and honestly for the creation of a union.
They try to create the impression that the eletuents of this Committee
never d.i.d any work for the workers" :

It is evi-dent that a Commit;ee whi-ch'Lried to organise union work
in an enterprise numbering 35,OOO workers could not functj-on with a sma1.l
number of, people " Because of this the Committee was enlarged to help it
cope with .the many problems r,rhich the workers face. The new members of
the Committee were d.emocratically elected by the workers, at a meeting
held. in the Sports Pavilion on May J"

2) The EP claims that the Committee called the stri-ke rover the
heads of the najority of CTT workerst " As vre have announced a number of
times (and the majorj-ty of CTT workers can confirm this) tfre strike was
d.ecid.ed. by _tlre vrorkers, in a large meeting of delegates, through telephone
contacts-wj-th \rarious parts cf the country who coul-d not be present, and
in Assemblies hel.d in many work-places, The d.ecj-sion to strike i{as qo'L

!gEgg_!X_th. CPS., The Committee l-imited j.tself to carrying out the ins-
tructions of the workers. Ivloreover', the strike was declared on June 12

and there was sti]l time until June 1? for the government to put forward.
a negotiable counter-ProPosal.

fhe PCP knows this very weI1. A member of their Central Committee
was informed of it when he was at our offices; We dontt understand, why

they continue to lie ahout us and seek to prevent the public from being
accurately informed.

, As regards the aband.oning of the struggle by those who are most
impartial-, we ask DORL to say who these are"

4) The communiqu6 reiterates various accusations against indivi-
d"ual workers of CTT, saying that they are deeply implicated in Fascism"
The CPS would appreciate knowj ng their names and being provid,ed with
proofs, so that we can colfate all- the facts and speed up the purgJ-ng
processes.

.:: il The communiqu6 continues: l\,rlorkers of CTT, it is you and only
yop who can accept the government proposals. In all stations you should.
hold meet5-ngs ,.rrd .pprove moticns in support of the government proposals I .
We can say that in all stations meetings have taken place and motions
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have been proposed. All rejected the government proposals'

Meanwhile the workers .have approved a new list of demands, which
has already been handed in -

While we have tried to clear up some fundamental points the list
of 1ies is 1ong. fhe CPS have more important tasks than entering into
polem:j-os with political- organisations. This was never our intention and

ire hope w" rorrit b" forced to spend our tj-me in such replies. Political
org*tiSations who, for whatever reasons, oppose our struggle should do

so honestly, and not use lies and falsifications which have an effest on
public opinion. They should reply to the facts.

Once again we affirm that we are reacting to the so-caIled Comrnunist
Party because they have been the standard-bearers of the struggle against
llsr and. the principal force which supports the offensive against us"

The principal task of the Comnrittee is to develop the work of the
union and the lrnitua struggle of the workers in the defense of their
interests and. needs"

f,isbon, June 2! , 1974 .

The above document was sent to all the national papers" None of
them published. it"

NE\N PAMPHLETS

since our last issue we have published two pamphlets, whj-ch
are being sent to all subscribers "

WOUEN IN THE SPANISH REVOLUTION (tOp ptus postage) Uy tiz
ffi As@s out rit cannot be assumed'

that when historians write about itpeoplerr or rrworkersrr they
mean women to anything like the same extent as menr. The

pamphlet hig,hlights some of the aspects, both positive and

negative, in this largely ignored area"

SPONTANEISy AND ORGANISATIQN (1Op ptus postage) Uy Murray
Bo6f,fEG;---T repni-nt of this thought-provo6ing essay'
first published j-n rLj-berationr and tA@r,magazin:: i"
1972. rThe tragedy offi-alist movement is that it
opposes organisititn to spontaneity and tries to assimilate
tle social process to political and organisational instru-
mentalisml.
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( EDITOBIAL OF 'Cffialtf ', No.2?, JULY 19?5)

[he ],,abour Movqmer,rt before and after Apri] 25th

Until April 25th the working classes in Portugal, in the struggles
they had embarked on against capit.rlisn (throughout the fascist period),
had. had few possibilities of getting to know and of confronting the party
anfl trade union structures whj-ch cfaimed to represent and defend them.
Ihi-s aspect is quj-te signifioar:t. It helps us to understand the wave of
rad.ical autonomous strikes unleashed by the working class after April 25ttr.

It was precisely because there were no structures of party and union
type, talklng of the tstability of the national economyr (as the FCP and
Intersj-ndical so flagrantly did after April 25tln) that the radicalisation
of autonomous work'ing class action could reach und.reamt of proportions.

The upsurge of d.emands attempting prj-mari-ly to mitigate lhe poverty-
stricken situati-on of the Portuguese workers, soon by-passed this stage
of making demands : it became a frontal attack on the basic structures of
capitalisro. AJ-ms that appeared revolufionary, such as the workersr struggle
to reduce wage d.ifferentiafs, were accompanied. by forms embodyJ-ng direct
democracy : the General Assemblies of Workers"

As it was of primary importance i,o Intersindical and to the FCP to
d.eviate this aovement into reformist channels, there was a sp1it" A
spontaneous, autonomous movement arose" It was at one and the same time
the expression of a revolutionary necessity in the face of capitalist
expLoitatj-on and a movement aga:Lnst the organisations that were preventing
the achievement of these aims.

' The General Assemblies, being the direct emanation of the needs of
aL1 the workers, represented ar-. important step in the direction of workers!
emancipation. The lrtrorkersr Committees, elected d.uring struggles, reflected
the most radical layer of workers. tJhile the workers elected bo the Com-
rulttees were the expr.ession of the requirements ''f the struggle at the
place of work, another movenent developcd ancl grew rad.ical' giving rise to
the lnter-Factory Commitiees.

Because of ibs perspecti-ves this profoundly anti-capitalist workersl
movement was bound to spread. The TAP strike vras the highest point of
this movement

ilil ,{l !Y0ili( IilS't]0Ur!t]ll$ !
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When troops occupied the airport the striking workers realised:that
their revolutionary demands had. to be extendecl and resolved by the entire
working c1ass. As at TAP most of the strikes that broke out - Li-snave,
EFACEC, Timex, CTT (postal workers), Soganthal - represented a revolu-
tionary necessity that could not be limited tordefence of the national
economyr. The framework of struggle had to shift from a unit of production
to a grouping of production units.

The Inter-Factory Committees at fi.rst accurately reflected these
aspirations. But as soon as they were j-nfiltrated by various leftlst
groups, manipulations (ttre traUitual practice of these groups) cropped up.
Thj.s was the beginning of the end for the Inter-Factory Committees.
Moreover the collapse of struggles in those factories whj-ch had' no concrete
a:Lms for uniti.ng among themselves, and the demobillsation of the rank and
fiIe, mad.e it easier for the leftist groups to gain controL. The comrades
of the Workerst Commj.ttees who, in the factory struggles, had been the
rad.ical expression of the needs of the workers, became, on the Inter-
Factory Committees, the agents and recruiters serving the needs of the
various leftist parties to which they belonged"

Their activity as revolutionary m:ilitants, from that time onr was
at the service of the sects directi-ng them" It was contrary to the inter-
ests of the working masses. It became increasingly bureaucratic and
remote, whether by placing itself entirely at the service of party id.eo-
logies or, even &ore dangerously, when the milj-tants themselves beqame
the new bosses through the Workers' Commj-ttees which novu manage almost all
the factories described as bej-ng self-managed.

Choosi-ng between parties began to constitute the fund.amental J.j.fe
of the Inter-Factory Committees. Because they did not in any way ref1.ect
the workerst interests, a situation of frustration and impasse developed"

The PRP took account of this situation. It tried to exploit it to
its own ad.vantage with the creation of the Revolutionary Councils of
Workers, Soldiers and Sailors (CnfSU)

.

Deadlock in tlre Working Class Struggle: The l,leaning of the Councj-Is :

' The frustration created. by interparty struggles Ied large sections
of the worklng masses into a certain stagnation" This was reflected not
only in the refusal to ad.here to one party or another; the worklng class
now.also understood that I Portuguese-style socialismr only caLled for
sacrifices 

"

Portuguese capital-ism could only emerge from the crisis it is now
goi-ng through if the workers were ready to pay with their sweat for the
reconstruction of the national economy" Jn populist J-deological terns,
the MFA and its acolytes call this rthe Battle for Prod.uctionr.
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The MFA, the parties and the unions not only enter the workers and

Tenants Committees to try to recuperate the spontaneous energy which the
creation of the committees was based on, but also encourage the appearance
of radical structures in order to recuperate them too, later on'

fhe example of the CRTSM i-s significant of what manipulation by a
party or by. ip"og"essiver section of the MFA can amount to. It was no

i"iii"rrt t[at t[e iRP and the rprogressiver section of the MFA had to
assist the siructuring of the cRTSMe as a springboald for future mani-
pulati-on "

On the one hand the PRP cannot exist as a party wj-thout rbcruj-ting
r^lorkers. Its aim is to capture the state machine , with a view to later
becoming the new managers ind exploiters - hence the need, to create the
CRTSM as a parallel structure to attain these objectj-ves. The rprogres-

siver,section of the MFA uses these same Councils with the aim of emerging
from tbe current crisis capitalj-sm is going through. It believes that
the Councils can stimulate the labour force to produce more'
...'

Why is this? This section of the Mtr'A has understood that Inter-
sind.j-ca1 and the existing parties no longer have enough pull to mobilise
workirlg people for the tBattle for Productionr" That is why they are
using- these new forms of organi-sation, which can be aore representative
and have an j-mpact on workers. But do the CRTSM at present have an

influence on the worhing c1ass2

oeaatoct in.thq,.Aul,gnongg; StrPfiql,es i The 3evqlP!,rPnarv AlterPativg

, In the current class struggle in Portugal the worke^rs are faced"by
.:.contqnding forces. They must cf,6ose the way most in confornity w:ith ''
their revolutionary interests.

. On the one hand the workers have already understood that, basi-calIy'
par_ties and unions only canalise struggles in terms of party quarrelst
ina,.manipulate the autonomous interests of the worl<j-ng class'

The demonstriitions of ,ir-ine 1? and. July 6 are significant exanples'
The June 17 demo was entirely sta8e-managed by the IRP" Of the two

d.emonstrations on July 5, th; onetcalled by Siderurgia was stage-managed
by the UDp, that caifla Uy ru.f, TLP, M6tro, etc. by the MRPP. Ttreir
objectives rvere the same: to mobitise the workers in the name of objec-
tives described as tnon-partyt - but in reau-ty for the furtherance of
;;"i; ;;" B""ty interesti" wrrat must be emphasised is that these. parties
alread.y need tire rnon-partyt label to :nobilise the workers, and they use

this mobilisation only for their: own grorvth'

The pRp is distinguished by ,the subtlety of, the organisational forms

it has created" It not.on].y calied. allegedly non-party d.emos, but began

by creating an a}legedl]r non-party structure: the cRfsM' It was under

this name that j-t 
"in.uqrl"rrtf! 

aevefoped its whole political practice"
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The CRTSM are not organs gendrated directly by the practical needs
of workers in struggle" 'They appeared at the very moment when workers
began to feel the need to create new forms of organisation that trahscgnd
union and party structures and connect up different struggles in a more
significant way. In this period. there is not only an impasse j.n the
development of the workerst autonomous struggles, saturated as they are
by the acticity of the parties. The autonomous organi-sational fornrs that
could. d.evelop unity between different struggles have not yet been found.
by the workers. There i.s plenty of scope for opportunist intervention.

Ihe need persi-sts for the workers to organise autonomously, without
being manipulated by party or union bureaucracies. The rank and fiLe
General Assembli-es j.n factories, streets, hospitals, countryside' etc.t
whether at a locaL, regional or national 1eveI, need to be extended and
to devel-op what the Inter-Factory Committees put forward at the start as
the emancipation of all workers. They must be democratj-cally elected and.
subject to instant recalI. They should. have the function of carrying
through in practice what is required at present, and the future aim of
destroying the state machine.

The workers will have to
struggle against everything
and. everyone who embodies the
perpetuation of thi.s societY.
There is a r*hole world of
exploitatj-on to overcome t
starting wj-th factories t
transport, conmerce and hospitaLs
and finishing with the state "

That is why the workers can onlY
count on their own strength.
They cannot delegate the carrying
through of their revolutionary
interests to the various deities
on the Portuguese scene.

lJHAf AG,E foll ootxg ,qBo..T
fHE CLAS, .s7&(4qql.g t

ARE lat ^Do,Nq I

| 1o n*,auto Att(t{\ P€oPLe UAE
io* w4et You\E Psrar(...
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The follow'ing text was sent to rso1:ldarityr and to tl*ISgti*t
reag,azine (t''iew york) at the end offi-utlEffig/5 by PhiTrTFfJ-er.
Thi author has lived, in Portugal for some time and speaks the.
Language fluentS-y. We hope to publish in the spring a substan-
tial book by Phi1,'dealing in depth with the background and
evolution of the Portuguese events to date. The text includes
excerpts from many d.ocuments (produced by tenantsr coumitteest
shanty town collectivesi agricultural workersr groupsr seLf-
managed factories, etc.) tritUerto unavaiLable i-n-Engu-sh". The

fook, which runs to about pOTOOO words, will probably cost
'about 31.00; Advance orders welcome

ApriJ- 2!, 19?4 was welcomed as a liberation by nearly all sections
of Portuguese society. But this pJ.uralism hid deeper contrad.ictions
whieh only J-ater became apparent"

The most advanced industrial areas in Portugal are found j-n the
South, in and. around Lisbon in particular. In the South are aIlo Io"11
the large la.tifundias and estates, many of which were not worked.lt ?11'
or were 9a1y worked in a semi-feudal manner. In the North the situation
is entirely-different: capital accumulation has been very sIow, manf g!
the comp.ni"u empLoy fewer than 6 workers, Iand. is divid'ed up into snalL
ho1.c1ingsandrenledoutin1otsof1essthan5hectares.Th:is*1on}v
" 

g"r,u"rl pattern and. there are exceptions. North and south d-iffer in
theird,ominanttypesofproduction'Sotoodoestheworkingc1assmove-
ment and the type of class struggle engaged' in'

In their practj-ce the five successive governments have ignored this
fact. fhe result is that the country is rapidly heading towards a con-
frontation between North and South.

The policies of Agrarian Reform (occupations of unproductj-ve l-and

with a view to ma11lng them prod.uctive) benefited, the southern agricultural
workers in a real way. But it had l.ittle relevance for the northern part
of the country. The policies of nationali-sations affected the econo&Lc

structure of the south whiLe hardly touching the North. In effect the
North was aIl but abandoned, Now that the North wreaks its vengeance

onto the streets it is being ca}led. rreaction&rxr' tfascistr, rcounter-

revolutionaryr, etc.

People in the North blame the government' But rvho is the government?

The dorrinant influence i-s the PCP and. its sister MDP-CDE" fhus the number

of political party offices red.uced to ruins in the North is not the advance
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of a fascist movement but the expression of reaL worries felt by the
najority of the northern worklng class and srnalL peasant farmers. It j.s
an anti-Comnunist movement because lu was the Communist Party who adcled
to their mj-series, who did not respect worklng class democracy, and
finally insulted the workers by saying that they were manipulated. by
fasclsi organisations, by ELP, by the CIA. A1] the left groups follow
the chant of the PCP (with the exception of the Maoist I4RPP) and then
wond.er why their own offj.ces are being burnt down. fhey play games w:lth
words, calH-ng the CP reformist or revisionist but in the last analysis :

rush into j.ts arms as soon as they are invited to do so. The CP is, after
all., welL installed in the government apparatus, and all of these groups
have ambitions of povrer. ArUni-ted Frontt is merely a shortcut to sitting
in gove::nment,

Ttro main forces oppose one another throughout the country" In the
fifth government there are the forces of state capitalisml Vasco Goncal-
ves and the Vasco wing of the lGA, the PCP, the MDP-CDE" Their rsocialism
by decree, has been exposed time and time agerin. On tae other hand. there
is the Socj-alist Party, the Melo Antunes wiag of the MFA, private capital-
ism, J-iberal social-democracy" Both forces fi-ght one another for control
of the existing state appa.ratus. Neither has anything to do with social
revolution. Thus:

- The document of Mel-o Antunes (or D.ocument of the Nine) conplaj-ned'
of a rrevoluti onary vanguard.r operating from Lisbon and the South against
the will of the rest of the population. But it also suggested that the
only answer was in economic partnersirip with the EEC and EFTA.

- The 1.ine of Vasco Goncalves demagogically ca1led for the conti-
nuati.on of the trevolutionary proceeer, tpopular powert (Neighbourhood
Coumittees, Factory Cornrritte"., Vitfage Councils, etc.). The EP had.

originally attacked all of these. It also calied for agrarian reform and
for nati.onalisations .

- The document of COPCON whi.ch criticises the CP and proposes a
more radioal type of tpopular powerr, toial orientation of the economy
toward.s agricultu:'al products, abolition of luxury goods, etc., wi-th a
vj-ew to becoming tnationally j-ndependentr.

Melo Ahtunes is supported by the Socialist Party and. by the PID.
Goncalves is supported by the PCP and MDP" COPCON is supported by most
groups (except the Maoists) to ttre Left of the PCP.

Historj-ca1ly the FCP was always stronger in the South. During the
5ors there was a series of strikes and labour d.isputes and. the FCP and

other groups participated in them. The Northo and especially the North-
East, 'rrr.s "o*pt.tuty 

?closedt. It was ruled by 1ocal fascists, priests
and other such typei. It is rich i-n tra.dition, ignorant of the outside
wor1d, poor, and getting Poorer
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Food pnlces rose by 15% (Aetween July a,9?4 and. July 19?il in the
cities. (Lisbon and Porto) and in the South. They rose b.y 4O% in the
interior and in the North. Housing costs, on the other hand, rose by.
5% tn Lisbon whi-Ie in the North, where most pe,,rpIe own their housesr- there

:

Measures such as the red.uct:-on of the price of fertiliser, etc.,
were. never put into practice in the North because Lhe fascist apparatus
rqnAined. intact there. Laws coming from T,isbon were just igaored. l

THE ROL.E OF IHE I]CP IN THE NCRTH
The PCP wers no d,ifferent from any of the righ+,-wing parties oper-

ating in the North. 'fhe uorninunists j.u-iilbra"bed the 1oca1 apparatus of
the state, without destroying it. In general terms nothing changed,
exc'ept the'demagogy of those sitti.ng behind the desks" After Apr;il, 25
B.o.,stl peop16 accepted. thj-s (any change lvas wel.come). But it soon beoam6
apparent that it rsas all power poU-tics and nothing fundamental ,.wouId
a1ter. Credits and. grants were given out to those most loya1 to the rcP
(. iust as in the old days lhey had been granted to those nost J.oya3- to the
fasoists). For the vast majori.iy of people the situatj-on got worso-.

The 'dynam'isstionr programme in the North, or-ganised by the MFA,
was designed. to exp]sll to people wh.y Apri]- 25 was necessary. It nrade
Sreat'promi.ses but nothing concrete was done. Very often it was carried
out paternalistically the people of the ldorth were stupid. and reactionary
and. had to be educatea in a more revolutionary fashion. The people wanted
fertiliser and all they got was 6ongs and. posters.

'Ad.ministratj-ve Commi-r:iees were appoint,ed fron above in certaln areas
and. certerin of the larger factorres j-n a very dj-ctatoriai fashj-on. No
elections took pl-aee and people naturally resented this"

With aJ-J. these problems the only support whi.ch the lTorth received
was from the right-wing groups (PlD, CnS,-"t".)" They blamed the Com-
munist.government in the South. Rumours that the Communists vrould take
away their houses, their plots, 'bhat th.e country was head.ing f or collapse
and.thattheywou1dber^lithoutworkmounted""T1rerightfound,ferti1e
.soi1 for their operatj.ons.

Groups such as EL? and the CIA (riho have 1BO agents and hundreds
ofoperatives,se]-ectedfromPortugueseimmigrantsintheUSA)found
their work 4ade easier and easier everydayo .

" : ,'" t'

Thus in the factory of Manuel Goncal-rre,s in Famellcao (near Porto)
could be witnessed, the unhappy 6cene of thousand.s of workers shouting
rDown with the Committee, long J.ive the Bossi" in this chemical factory,
employing aiinost 4OOO -,lor"ker$, an Ad.ministrative Comrrittee was appointed
by the government, and a Union Conmittee appointed" itseJ.f. The Union
Comrdttee was entire1..' FCP"



The boss (at present in Spain) was implicated in the l{arch'11 cciup
and is related !o ELP. But v,rhat the workers meant was that their new

boss (ttre state) was no better lhan their o1d boss. They are afraid for
the security of tbeir jobs, for their future " International pressures
(raw materials were refused the factory by a Swiss company unless the
order was signed by the boss) put their jobs in jeopardy. Similarly' the
new Union Comm:lttee was engaged i.n aLl sorts of manoeuvres and undemo-
cratic practices. Ihe di.fference between the idea (workerst control)
and the practice (control of the workers) has Jed tiie workers to reject
a Communist solution aLtogether, and to opt for prj-vate capitaJ-ism and
for support for the o1d boss, In new eiections in the area many of the
workers forecast a Socia1ist Party majority

POWER STRUGGLES
The FCP have been joined. by most of the groups on the so-called

left: FSP, WS, T,UAR, pnp-gn, IDP-CDE, ffiI' PRT (i.e. al]. the leninist
and trotskyist groups ). COPCON has been drawn into the ranks as welI.
The powerful filtir ii,ri.ior, (responsibte for much of the informati-onretc" )
also supports thj-s block"

On the other side there are the p signatories of the Melo Antunes
d.ocument, President Costa Gomes, the Socialist Party and the PFD"

Ihe huntine of Communists has begun in the North; the hunt for
treactionariest has begun in the South" No matter which side wins it is
d.oubtful that they can stabilise the economy. There are 4oo,ooo uner4-
ployed and anottrer 4OOTOOO emigrarrts returning from Angola' There j-s the
prospect of econom-ic collapse. Neither state capitaJ*ism nor private
lapiialism (nor varj-ous ruLxtures of the tlvo) could easily contain the
crisis. If the sixth gove:'nment is Socia3-ist Party-dom:inated. it wj-I1
have easier access to inte:.nationa-l- funds and credits. But even they
will soon realise thart the Wesi;ern European model of social-democracy is
not enough to put the economy back on its feet' To do this the help of
the workers themselves is absoL.utely essential'

The feninist groups realis*cl 'bhis fron the beginning. when the
workers began o"",rpyirg facto::ies, farms and houses, the statu..f"q"l to
channel this activily into tcooperativesr, as the form best suited.to
recuperate arrC cont:'ol these spontaneous actions' The State, lacking
the capital to invest in these companies, invested the one thing there
was in pLentiful supply: labour. By creati-rrg the myth that the companies

actually belonged to-;lre l;ollie:'; it vras easier to eztract more labour
power from them. Workers now r,rorked 12 hours instead of 8 - and' accepted
lower wages. This in essence is the i-dea behind tbe FCP|s rBattle for
Productiont. The cooperatirre morrement is not the form chosen by the
revolutionary proletariat but is the form used by the bourgeoisie to
recuperate proletarian self-activity'
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Social--d.emocracy wi1] be forced to utilise a sinilar atrateByt
though the ideotogy witl not be so blatant. It is in this light that
the Melo Antunes atcument rejects rWestern types of socialism"

It is therefore extremely dangerou$ to describe the Northern
workers as being treacti-onariel, or imanipulated. by reactionariest (aq

al-l the so-caIled left wj-ng groups do)" This idea has been publlcised
outside portugal as we1l: by I.3" in England, by P.L"P. j'n the Ui-!'t:
name but two)l It is dangerous and d.ivisive andr if continued, will leatl'
tq a civil war waged. on geographi-cal rather than ciass Lines, rvhich.rtri}l
bene.fit the workers in r1o way whaterer. Thj.s is no"b tc underestimate the
activi-ties of groups like EIP or the CIA. It j-s merely to show that the
CIA and ELP cannot opelate wj"thout a r:e.ri basi-e of, dissaiisfaction.

IDECLCGICAL FOUNDATICNST uonru AlrD sour*

Apart fron oj-fferences in the pattern of procluction and' of capital
acoumulition, it is obvj-ous that d.ifferen-L ideological- structures.pelteuin,
North and South. Since state capitalism ancl its decrees offer nothing
to the North they choose the only option which does: f-iberai capitalism"
In the-North the st.ate appara-t,u6 is weak (a throw-off from Llsbon) and,

it i.s the local- priests and bosses l'iho wielii. real power" In the Southt
where most of the state bureaucrelcy operaies, the opposi-te is the c?se ' :

Technicj-ans (j-n various departments) have been absorbed into the rrevolu-
tionaryt process anC suppo:t i;he accunul-a';ion of power by the State and

thus, iitu.ffy, their own power. Sueh a centrallsatj-on of power offers
nothing to the Northern wo:.kers and peasant farmers. Nor does it threaten
the loca1 Power s'u:ructure.

A certain amount of support exists among the A-'l-ente jo agricultural
workbrs for the d.rir."e towarrl.s state r:apitali-sm; it opens up a door whereby
thby can seize land, factories, etc. .There is a real difference for them.
ffrul tfie technicians of SAAL (Housing) or IR.A (Agrarian Reform) are not
seen as enemies, ciespite the clist::usi ';hey inspire. For the moment there
are feal benefl-ts: a nevl house, a farr'l , e';c. Thus the Whole idea of
tngrnlIar-.powe1t finos an echo

' In the North it ha: nothing to oljf,er, No v:llage Councils or
Neighbourhood Commiitces exis'l that have'a.ny meai'l,rng for the local popu-
lation. In one tovrn near Porto where the PCP seized the locaL Council,
it set'up links between thc Neighbourhood. Committee and the Council.
When the PCP were clefeated in the electj"ons {;he Neighbourhood Connittee
passed to the PPD and CDS too. It is now being used to rimprover the
,""" - but only those road.s j-n which there are shops, factories ' etc '
By .1ot smashing i;ne fascrst apparatus but nerely occupying it the FCP

cut theiT own throats
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Thus the whole ideological apparatus in the South was used for the
need.s of developing capital-ism, needs whj-ch momentarily coincided on
certain points with the demancls of the workers. In the North the ideol-o-
gical apparatus remains intact. extremely authoritarian and reactionary
'(e.r"n when it is controlled by the PCP)" Other groqps to the left of the
CP, butlwho play the same game. are therefore, quite understandablyt
-as Iiab1d,'to be attacked." Thus MES, ffiI, FEC(m1) have all had their
offices burned in various towns. (f saw a ridiculous article in Socialist
Worker which said. that the struggles in tire North could not be seen as
Eeroic anti-stalinism. The evid.ence given for this rvas that even the
offices bf the maoisi FEC(mI) Uaa been clestroyed - as though local peop}e
d.id'not see the FEC as being just as stalinist as the CP" )

PCSSI BILITIES FCR REVOLUTICN
Such a question obvj-ously does not depenC on Portugal a1one.

The success of a revciutj-on .rere depends on successeG elsewhere "

There are a.utonomous struggles. From t\ay 19?5 most of the workersl
groups have rejected the el-ites (rcupulas') of the various political
partiee. Thus Factory Comnittees refuse to take party positions. Neigh-
bourirood Committees have had, d.emonstrations which forbade all party
banners. Party interventions and attempts at manipulation (under the
guise of tpopular powerr) have met a considerable and firm resistance
from the rank and fi].e.

But through Vasco Goncalves (who incidental-Iy owns a Banlcing company
and a civil-construction fj-rm) !popular poweri has becoure identified with
the line of the PCP and all'bhe undemocratic practices whj.ch go r,rith it.
fhe pgP vrere at first d.oubtful abcut tpopular powerr (calIing it ranarcho-
popuJ:Lsmr ) but fina3.ly (und,er duress) came round to accepting it, because
they thought they could manipul-ate it"

Iwo sections of the ruling olass are feuding among themselves and

using the name of the workers in their scramble for power' But the
workers are not putty in the hands of these factions. They have a prac-
tice of their own, and reallse it more and. more everyday' At the momentt
because of the infj-Itration of these factions j-nto their organisations,
and because of the crisis in capitalism which hits them first, the workers
are weak. There is litt]-e organisatj.on: parties use theo, p.tray games

with them. But workers are rejecting this too. They are searching for
a way out. Ihe COPCON docuroer:.i.; seetned., superficially, 'bo offer a way out'
It was certainly, to start with' a rejection of the PCP, which is,why it
was supported ty'sone 1OOTOOO workers in a demonstraiion on Augusi 2O.

It has since then been integrateC into the CP policy; it is now seen that
in no way does i-t Provide a waY out.
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It j-s'es6ential that the workersr movement b5r-pass the CP altogether.
The so-called left wing groups have not realised this. They too are
wedd.ed to tiie'per:spective of state capitalism" They have formed. a !United
tr'rontr with the KP, and have started down the road, to their own destruc-
tion. All'the better for the workers, in the long run"

I The ne:rt,'issue of Combate will have an interview with some workers
of fManuel Goncalvesr and we are trying to arrange a round table discus-
sion between a self-nanaged factory (Sousa Abreu) and Manuel Goncalves
(Uotn are in the same town)" We reject the notion rreactionaryt 5.n the
way j-t i.s used by the left-wing groups. The struggle in Ivlanuel Goncalves
is not yet revolutionary (sj-nce they dontt see through the ideology of
the PSP) but neither is it reactionary" Revolution can only mean a total
break wj-th both the PSP and the FCP (and thei-r satellj-tes). It is the
only meaningful possibj.lity"

frrE{.o6i€S TO

xile
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PORTUGUEST D IARY
STRUGGLES IN ALENTEJC

Evora is at the heart of the Alente;jo, and the Alentejo i-s the
heartland of the agrarian revolution. The latifundia are vast and for
decades have been neglected" The soiL j-s d,ry and^ hard, and upon it grow
olives and cork. Wheat ancl maize would also grow readily if it were
ploughed and watered" But this would interfere with the joys of hunting.

It is here that ihe class struggle has erupted in one of its most
ad.vanced forms. The agricultural labourers have seized many of the large
estates. In some the former owners have flecl, occasionall}r fsaving
tmanagerst to defend thei-r interests. In others they have remained"t
seeking to repossess their property through the courts or through direct
action, The balance of power varies from village to vi11age, estate to
estate "

6Ie sleep on the floor of a large isolated farmhouse about J miles
out of town. Some 1! Portuguese comrades have been lodging there every
night for several months. The farm has been expropriated by the loca1
Institute for Agrarian Reform (fna) in which liberiarian revolutionaries
work in uneasy alliance wj-th the representat:-ve of the Ministry of Agri-
culture and members of the loca1 }{FA. Their aim is to help the farm
workers to solve some of the practical ploblems which immediately and
inevitably crop up in the wake of occupations. The libertarians want to
assist, without subsiitutiong themselves for those they are seeking to
he1p, It is an almost impossib-t-e task"

The farm compri-ses a large communal 1j-ving room in which meals
are taken at daybreak or sund"own, Frorn i+u pass&ges lead to a number of
communicating rooms, stripped of all furniture and fittings, except for
mattresses strewn on the floor. There is running water and electricity.
There is beer in the fridge and breaC and cheese are brought back from
the town each day. there are also sten-guns amj-d the guitars. Dispos-
sessed landlords have threatened to string the young revolutionaries
up fron the nearest lamp-post at the opportune tj-me, rwhen we return to
power,. Under such a rhreat the wine tastes sweeter and life is lived'
to the fuII.

on our first evening we drive out in a jeep some JO miles to
Santana do Carnpo. The villagers have a problem. They want representa-
tives of the IRA there, rto help them bring pressure on the governmentr.
Several farms ,n;ere occupied i-n ine morning. The ornrners have paid no
wages for several weeks " tfro managers were locked up that very afternoon
tto trelp tfre absentee landlord face up to his responsibili-tiesr "
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Thepeoplearegatheredintheloca]-school-15oag1i.cultll1rl.I

workers with their wives and kid"s, and qui-te a number of the' o1d f o.l'k"

As so often ln the countrtrtside, the school.i.s the only pub,J-ic hal-}" The

lights can be seen from a long way off., They illum,inate rugged faces'
as varied as their owners, and. quite unlike lhe crude stereotyped models
of the maoist posters" The whole village has turneri r-rp to elect the;
Counci-} and to decide what to do wi'ch the two men incarcerated'in the
stable. Everyone knows everyone. Anyone over 15 can be nominated and

can cast a vote" Little tickets are handed out" Some of the older women

d.ecline to take one " Anyone can write anyone elsers name on the slip.
The eight people securing the highest number of votes will constitute the
Council. Speeches are unnecu""r"y. It is in struggle, over the last
few months, that credentials were earned" The selected names are read,
out by four ttellersr , the tickets sorted into littIe piIes. The new

Council has been elec'lc,1 "

The main problem is then outlined. to the visitors from the Evora
IRA. fwo opinions emerge: a union representative urges caution" (tne
Agrtcul-tg.1 Workersr Union j-s af filiated to Intersindicalr the EP-
d.ominated. trad.e union federation, The Minister of Agricufture, who is
sympatheti-c to the Party, must not be embarrassed.) Others suggest a
aifierent course of action. rGive them no food or drink. Let the news

out; r The Bank wil]. cough up soon enought. No one discusses the PCP or
its politics as such" The two alternatives are mutually exclusive. The

radlcal proposal secures a najority. fhe cheque materialises wiLlni.n 24
hours.

j

The following day we set out in the jeep, i-n the fulL heat of 'the
early afternoon, to-visit a big farm where the workers are reluctant to i

impose any kind of control on ihe owner. The farm, built in 1945, is
beautifully laid out. The main buildings and barns a::e painted. blue and

white. Cows are grazi-ng in the fj-elds and watch us pass impassively"
Only the turkeys noisily announce our arrj-va} as the ieep edges its way

between them, rai-sing a great cloud of dust.

The farm workers are gathered in a large ba.rn, eight or ten of
them, sitiing on sacks of grain, talking heatedly, our party^enters:
three young agronomiets frcm-r;he Evora Instj-tute of Agrarian Reform (wj-th
Iong frair ir.-d determined expressions), a young officer in uniform (with
ur"r, longer hair) and. us iwo political tourists, An exoited argument
gets under way and lasts about an hour. The -l-ocal l&'A j-s keen to ensure
that the workers elect a committee which woulcl exercise some rcontrolr
on the owner and pre;;nt hj.:n f:o:l doirrg I eeonomic sabotage | - such as

slaughtering cattle, d.isposing of.his tractors or selling the Srain
(insieaa of keeping j-t for sowing). The workers are not convinced. The

farm is a tmodel firmt. Ihe boss has maintained reasonable relations
with his men, often working amon8 lhem" The paternalism has had its
effects. The men -]-ack "onii-d"rrce. 

An oId-, edentulous worker fiercely
articul-ates their innerrnost fears. tIf we efect a committee, the boss

:1.
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wil-1 sack some of us. Work is hard to come by these days. If we make
'things difficult for hi-n, wj-]1 he continue to pay'our wages? Come orr
young man, y€sr you with the Sunr answer us, look at aII the problems in
the other farms in the area! t. It is strange to see his innate conserva-
tism clash with the vision of the young revofutionaries. The visitors
depart: mission unfulfilled.

l,ater that afternoon we go to another bj-g farm, 35 nLles away in
the opposite directi-on. On the way we pass through whitewashed. Alentejo
vi1lages, bespattered with red slogans. These villages are stronghold-s
of the PCP" The agricultural workers are natural, genuine, clown-to-earth
communists" They want to share and. share alj-he" No one seeks individually
to appropriate anything" The Party calls itself communist" The workers
vote for it. Itrs as simple (and as complicated) as that" The i-nability
to read fosters and sustai-ns a fierce radicalism. The workers are not
confused by the tortucus ambi-guitics of the politicians "

The farm, aear Oriola, is owned. by an absentee Spanish landlord"
The last two miles have been very rough track, which only the jeep can
cover. The workers have taken the farm over? crespite the governmentfs
half-hearted undertaki-ngs not to allow the expropriation of foreign-owned
properties" The men have had no pay for ten weeks. There are big stocks
of cork, neatly piIed. up, to be soJ.d." But the lorry has been stolen"
There are problems too with the vegetable produce" To be sold in the
cities, refrigeration is need.ed." People are fed up with eating tomatoes.

The Communist Partyt s solution to a].l these problems is simple,
eminently rpracticablee. A11 occupied. farms should become state farms"
The Miniut"y of Agri-culture wilt eventually pay the wages" A state trust
will be set up to buy the produce, provide the lorries, Iook after problems
'of distribution. The workers are tempted, but instj-nctively suspicious.
They want to get together with other workers on other farms to discuss
things wi-th them, to create cooperatives, to deal directly with the popu-
Iation in the towns. They distrust the parasitic officials, sitting in
their offices in far-away Lisbon. But they are desperately in need of
money to buy shoes, shirts? soap, string, nails and agricultural implements.
The men who work the farm over the hill have a tractor which isnr t being
used. ful1-time. Will the Army please instruct them to release j-t for a

while? A joint meeting is arranged to thrash things out. The Institute
wi1l try to apange a briclgi-ng loan frorn t.he locaf bank" A lorry will be

provided to take the cork into the town. Ad hoc solutions are improvised"
ihe wolf is kept from the door for a short while. The Jnstitute has done

a job of first aid" Hope wi-1I survi-ve a little longer"

Amid the wasps, an old lroman is washing her linen at the fountain"
The crickets are chirping" The sky is unbelievably blue"
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THE SECCND CCNGRESS CF COUNCILS
The Second Congress of Revol-utj-onary Councils of Workers, Soldiers

and. Sailors (CnfSU) was held on August 2 and. 3, 19?5 in Lisbonrs Techno-
logical Institute, a vast concrete build.ing at the top of a hi-11" Posters
announcing i-t (in tfre best rsoci-alist-realistr styJ.e) nad broken out U-ke
a rash on the city. walls several days beforehand. Once the paste had
dried they ripped off easily, to the deli-ght of large contingents bf
revolutionary tourists in search of souvenirs

We d.ttended. the afternoon session on the second day" At the
entrance, a vast d.isplay of duplicated J-iterature, distributed free, Posters
are on sal.e, their price escalating rapidly as it becomes obvious that
demand will exceed suppiy."

The foyer is packed, with young people. ivlost look like students
and a substantial proportion are not from Portugal - one hears alnost as
much French and German as Portuguese. Young PRP supporters ansrlrer ques-
tions" Few relate to work, its problems, J-ts tyrannyl its organisati-on,
its transcendence. Most are about Cuba, or Chi1e, or the politi-ca1 a1le-
giances of this or that Army command.er. The ansller6 stress Portuguese
particularism. The Army will be with the people. Otelo (Saraiva d.e

Carvalho) has made friendly noises about the PRP.

We go up a fJ.ight of wid.e stone steps, with inpressj-ve columns on
either side" The meeting is Cue to start j-n a vast hall which has doubt-
less harboured. many a degree-giving ceremony or governmental function. Row
upon row of wooden chalrs. About 6O0 people present. The same mixture as
before, Very few workers (quite a number had apparently been there the
previous day but had not attended for a second. dose ). No readily identi-
fiable sail-ors. Banners on the walfs seek nostalgically to recapture the
atmosphere - and even the vocabulary - of the Petrograd of 191?. rFora
com a canalha! Poder a quem trabalha! - Out with the scuml Power to the
workersl Long live the Socialj-st Revolutionr. In the haze of cigarette
smoke, the leftists dream on: the T.echnologj.cal Institute is Smolny; the
Lisnave shipyards, the Futilov p1ant.

At the far end of the hall an elevated platform, on which a long
table has been erected" Seated behind it, perhaps a d.ozen comrades, most
of theno bearded, two of them women" In front of the lead.ers neat stacks
of cyclostyled. notes" Sl.J-ghtl;r tr: one side of the Hj-gh Table the television
crews with their wires, floodlights and. other paraphernali,a, busy creating
images. The 197os are here, regardless"

The afternoon session starts about an hour late. Several speeches
from the platform, most of thern lasting half an hour or more" 'Varj-ous
analysest, we are told, rof the current sj-tuationt., No lnterruptions" No
laughter. No protests. No cheers" As platform speaker succeeds platform
speaker the texts of their rcontributions', already duplicated, are handed



_21

out by stewards" Only one speaker elicits any enthusiasm - a soldier in
civvies. It transpires he is making a tcritical analysist of a text
recently issued by COPC0N (ttre section of the IEA devoted to Internal
Security!). Sone of the formulations are being challenged in the best
tradition of dialectical nit-picki-ng" The legj-timacy of that parti.cular
fount of revolutionary wi-sd.om j-s not, however, being questioned"

People quietly d.rift in and out throughout the proceedings. It is
formal, ,"it-tJhaved, self-disciplined and incredibly du1l - an exercise
in frevoluti-onaryt masochism. It has upon it the ha1lmark of death - or
rather of a verbose still-birth. The corridors outside are plastered with
slogans. The revolution is suffocating under the written word. In the
gentst toilets, an:id the usual graffiti, a wit has scrawled EP = Joaquim
Agostinho (F?imei-ro Cyclista Portugues)"

. After J hours we drj-ft out. Near the exit we pass a large notice
bcard.. On it are listed. the workplaces rrepresented.r af, the Congress" It
looks inpressive: factories of all kj-nds, transport depots, shipyardst
telephone exchanges, hospi-taIs, banks, shops, oft'ices, all the areas in
mod.ern socj-ety *h""" p"optu are exploited. and oppressed. On direct enquiry
hor^rever - and. after our refusal to. accept evasive ansllers - it was ad'ruitted
that although members or supporters of the PRP worked in these various
'places, very few were attending in a del-egate capacity" The whole episode
left an unpleasant flavour of manipulation"

I d.oubt we will hear much more of the CRTSM. When the next upsurge
develops, it will find, d.ifferent forms and a different content.

THE LIMITS OF SELF- MANAGEMENT
Guimaraes.is a sma1l industrial town, some .40 miles north of Porto.

The Sousabreu textile factory there is typicat of many in the region,
reflecting many of the problems of Portuguese capitalism.

,l'-,

The factory, which makes towels,, was occupie<l on September 14, 1974,
after it had. been abandoned by rts owner. Ear1i-er in the year the bosst
who owned another factory in the town, had begun to move out the more

modern dying equipment und.er pretext of repaj-rs. He had also renoved the
lorry

Thirty three workers (22 women and 11 men) naa taken over the_ factory
to preserve thej-r livelihood, and decided to conti.nue prod.uction. They had

had, to learn everything from scratch. They bOught the cotton at loc11
wholesale rates and sold directly to shopkeepers, to vj-sitorsr:to political
sympathiserst and even at the gates of local'factories' To start with they
had sold part of the stocks to-pay their own wages" They had received
Iittle frelp from the 1ocaI textifl and rietalworkers sections of Intersin-
'dlcaI, wtriit, were dominated by the rcF" ttre Partyts support for self 

i



- 22 .".

managed unj-ts was highly selectiv,e"' And Sousabreu was not a unit of which
the Party approved

The workers had elected a Comm:ittee of seven which met almost daily.
There were also fairly frequent assembl.j-es grouping everyone in the factory
Theya11worked.4Bhoursaweek.Therehadbeenasustainedattemptat
equalising earnings. The average wage was 127 escud.os (just over 52) a
day. The machine minders earned. 190 escudos, the newly taken-on appren-
tice 70 escudos. The main theme discussed at recent general assemblies
had been whether to take on more labour

the factory consisted of a number of large, fairly d.i-1apj-dated
hangars ad,joining one another, in one of which ihe looms were situated."
The machines looked at least thi-rty J/ears o-l-d and were noisy and dusty"

.There were cobwebs everywhere a-nd l-ittle light filtered in. Ihe first
task of the socialisr re,rolution r^rculd. be a sustai.ned attack on capitalist
technology. But here ttrere were scarcely funds enough for wages, 1et
alone for modernising rhe pla:rt"

In the ad.joining rooms wome:l we::e checking the towels, fold.ing then,
packing them in pJ.astic cases" The l:oom was brighter and they spoke to one
another" I approached a woman in her fortj-es who had worked. there for 15

. years. l{hat was r.ow d.i-ffereni? rFor oner, she said, rthere are no longer
foremen breathing d-own you:' neck. There used to be 3 foremen, in this room
alone. We now crecide the pace of our orr-n t^rork, and. no longer'live in,fear'of displeasing someone" -irfe run the place oursel'res. If f want to go
shopping one afternoon, or if ore of the child::en is il-l-, we can consult
together and have a J.i-ttJ.e time off, wibhoui loss of earnings. No one
takes ad,vantage " IrJe know that cur collective liveh-hood depends on produ-
cing a certain number of towels each monthr "

. Adversity fua6 bred a firm solid.ari-ty. When earni-ngs were 1ow' the
most need.lr had been provided lor first. Everyone seemed aware of -the

otherst problems. Recently things had not been too bad" This year, for
_ the first time evez., they had enjoyed. a fortnigh'"fs ho15.day with pay"

Their main ccmp3-aints were abor-rt'Lhe way people deformed the meaning
of what they were doing. Their wa-'i-.r. po"<ters showed. an intense al^Iareness
of their own condition. There <;an be fer^r factorj-es in the world plastered
with excerpts from Marxrs 'Phi"i-oqqp*h:Lggl- l{33}s-c-gpts'" They knew well
,enough that they were stilL wage slaves" that what was being se-l-f-managed
was their own alienat,j-on. They wo:'ked harder jrow than they did before.
But they had gained a confidence in themsef.';es that they har1 not felt
previously" They had held tround. tabier discussj.ons t^iith representatives
of other self,.managed. factories to esbabh-sh Links and to exchange both
experiences and produc'bs" Tii.ey had everr barterecl shj-rts for towels, one
of them to1d. us with a twinkle in hj.s eye" they had discovered a great deal
about the functioni-ng of capitalJ-st scciety which wor:ld be of use to them

' rwhen the real time camer. They had aiso learned very quickly about the
trade unj-ons, whictr had refusecl. to heJ-p'hher,: or had only damned them with
fai.nt praise. Ab:ve a-IL, they had l"eariled a lot about themselves"
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REAPING Th{E HARVESJ
The FCP headquarters j.n Famalicao, north of Porto, lie shattered.

Before April 1974 it vras wj.del-y believed by -,,hose in power that liter:acy
bred subversion" There was only one place in the town where the wealthy
could obtain second.ary education: an expensi-ve pri-vate school, solidly
built and set behind a row of talI trees.

With the collapse of the Caetano regirne the buj-lding had been taken
over by the loca1 PCP cel1" I couldnrt heJ-p bhinking what an ideal Stal-
inist rqdoubt it-made, separated by i-ts high wal1s from the bustle.of the
multitude, set on higher ground, :-ts irnpressive drive redolent wj.th res-
pectability" From here the Party had carried out its manipulations of
local governnent, of trade unj-on b;i:anches, of cooperatives, of the granting
of agricultural credit. The reaction had been handed thi-ngs on a pIate"*

After an open air meeting, early in August, a crowd protesting agai-nst
the unrepresentative nature of seve:'al- locaf boJies had set siege to the
school- and tried to burn j-t down" Party militants had fired from the upper
windows,.injuring two demonstrators. The lt'FA had. arrived on'the scene totrestore ordert (their fire had kllled two riiore demonstrators). ' ,,

MFA interventions in such episodes had,, vle were told, been interesting
to watch" At times the soldiers r^rould threaten the crowd. with their weaponsr
turning their backs on the besieged stalinists. 0n other occasions they
would turn their backs to the crowd, confronting the Party members with
their guns" Attitudes had varied. from iocality to locality, regi-ment to
regiment, moment to mornent" At Famalicao ti:e scldiers had faced the crowd,
seeki-ng to restrain it. After a siege of 48 hours the Local Party stalwarts
had been ord.ered by Party l{ead.quarters in Lis}on to evacuate the premises"
The Army had then l.eft almost immediately" During the whole siege there had
been no sign of working class support in the tov;n, not even a token strike"
The institutions controlled by the -Darty apparatus r,lrere empty shelIs" The
Party had, no roots in real 1ife.

Popular anger had then erupted. The place looked as if j-t had been
hit by a tornad.o" An overturned car, burnt out, lay grotesquely in the road
outside. The drive was littered. with charred papers, posters, Party cards.
A disconsolate leaflet announce:r- a meeting that was never to take p1ace. In
the build.ing itself every rvi-nclow had been brcken" Searchlights installed on
the upper balcony had been smasheC. Not a stick of furnj-ture, not a fiitinq
remained. The pJ-ace was now unguard.ed." Visitors were strolling about,
Ioo}<-ing at the debris" They had to step carefully for the rvictorsr had
left shit a1J- over the p1ace.

The MRPP (maoists) issued a statement welcomrng rthe peoplers retribu-
t.ion agai-nst the social-fascistsr. It vrasn!t however as simple as that. The
red flag had. been hrned. A Portuguese flag now stuck out provocatively from
an attic window. Beneath it, a large inscription proclaimed rBui-lding to be
taken over for refugees from An65o1at"

,1.

The reaction already had an economic
(based. on the structure of l.and tenure,
farmers of being rendered poorer sti11,
the Church"

and ideological base in the North
on the fears of impoverished sma1l
and on systenatic propagand.a by



CPEN LETTER TO TIIE PORTUGLJESE

REVCLUTICN i A R EPLY

Tony Cliff, a founding member of the rlnternational Socialistsl
published.an !Open Leitei. to f,he Portuguese Revolutionr in tloclalist
Workert on October 11, 1975" In this letter he advises his Portuguese
Ef,lffirr6urs of the PRP to concentrate on two main objectives:

1 ) to struggle for the creation of mass councils of workers and'

soliders, and for the setting up of a central body representi-ng all the
councils in the country. Thrs central. council could become the revolu-
tionary authority, entrenchj-ng and establ-ishing a new society.

Z) t.o direct their efforts towards the creation of a mass revolu-
tionary party, to function l.rithin the lvorkers and soldiersr councils,
fighting, off the reformist tendencies and guid.ing lhe councils on a
permanently revoluiionary course

These two proposals are identical with Leninrs tactics of 1917 "

The fact that in Russia the councils were formed without the advice of
the Bolsheviks .is here beside the point. The real question concerns the
relation between the councils and i;he revolutionary party. In Russia
lenin ad.vocated the slogan tAll power to the Councj-lsr as the main-weapon
f or overthror,,r'ing the Kerensky government " At the same tj-me the Bolsheviks
tried to win over the workers and soldiers represen'bed in the councils"
Eventually the Bolsheviks achieved a najorj-ty within certain councils and

wielded. the authority of these councils to crrrry out the October revolu-
t'ion. However, once the o1d. regime was overthrown the Bolsheviks dropped
the policy of iAIl por", to the CounciS.sr, adopting insuead a policywh-ich
ensured all power to the Bolshevik Party. As early as November 1917

soviets vrere dissolved if of the twrongr polj-tical complexion. Nor was

thls surprising. Had not Lenin, tr.vo months earliez', stressed rour Partyt
Iike every other political party, is striving to secure politi-ca1 dorni-
nation tor itsetfi. (setectla Wortr-s, vo1.6, p'209)'

Leni-nists tend to gloss over this fundamental political issue" They

refuse to declare openly to the rest of the revolutionary movement that
if they had to choose beivieen 'A11 power to the Councilsr and rA11 power

to the partyr they would opt unhesltatingiy for the latter. It is one

thing to wield influence through being a-major groups viithin the councils,
while political authority remains vesied in Lhe counclls themselves" It
is anoiher matter to use the council system merely as a means to achieve
a majority, and to destroy it when this aim has been achieved. The

Leninist policy towards bhe counci-1- system deliberately evades a discus-
sion of (inA commitment to) the council system in post-revolutionary
society. l
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i,TheLeninistsspecifica}13rrefusetogiveae1earaI}swertothe
,lfollowing quegtionsi_ , , , i

1 ) What do they consider the role of the councils to be after a
victorious revolution? Are the councils to be the institut:-on3-6f-
decision-making in every aspect of socj-al life, including all political
decisions? Or are they merely to control the implementation of economic
decisions taken by the Central Committee of the revolutionary party?

. 2) Are the Leninists committed to upirold. the counci] system (in a
post-revolutionary society) if they find themselves in a minority within
Lt? What wilJ. they do if the councils take decisions with which the
Leninist party does not agree?

tenin never committed himself on these issues" But when conflict
between the CounciJ.s and the Bolsheviks emerged after the revolution
his policies revealed the meaning of his earlier reticence ' The slogan
of rA11 power to the Bolshevik Partyr came to imply rDown wlth the Cbun-
cils t . The councils were first reduced to the role of supervisor:s of
decisions taken by the party on matters relating to production. Decisions
on j-ssues like war (".g. wi-th Poland) were not considered. to be a matter
for the councJ.J-s. Later, when the councifs took decisions which conflicted
aiththoseoftheparty,the],eninistsdestroyedthern

Clj-ff knows this history, and this problem, very well' But he has
not published a critique of Lenints attitude to the council system j.n'
post-revolution Russi.a. This iroplies that he end.orses it"

ftre question which revolutionaries must put, before a revolution,
to T,eninists who advocate the council system i-s: rAre you ready to l

commj-t yourself to support the council system and i-ts role of supreme
decision-making authority in al-l- social matters gfter the revolution too?
And, if the answer is positi-ve, rWhat is your critlque of Leninrs policies
on this issue? I .

A. 0.
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The Ljnions : Er^r Objec L i on
; !,fe recently published in pamphlet form ('fu:l4griWt pamphlet wo.47)
i a text by J. Zerzan whj-ch we calIed tTrade Unionj-sm or Socialismr ,

The publication produced predj-ctable sir
the most articulate beIow" We hope bo carry more ruaterial on this
issue, in particul-ar a further piece by J.Z. documenting the j-nte-
gration of the German trade union bureaucracy into the Nazj- labour
Front, after Hj-tlerrs accessi.on to power" lhe article refutes the
thesis, generally accepted. by bourgeois and. marxist commentators

' alike, that the unions were the backbone of Weimar democracy and
the consistent enemies of Nazis:r and that they were destroyed after
lftay 2, 1933, when all union offices and resources were seized. and

'' union officj-als imprisoned. J "Z"t s piece 'Unionism a-nd the l,abour :

Frontr teLls a very different story

Dear Friends,

I wish to object to John Zerzanrs article tfrade Unionism or
Socialismt (Sol-idarity Pamphle t 4?) .

(f) Beli.evj.ng that work dissatisfactlon j-s universal, Zerzan
makes no attempt to distinguish between assembly line workers on the
one hand and tool-and.-die men, lathe operators, etc", on the other"

:

, (Z) The stress of union bargainers on rooney rather than on
decent worki-ng conditions may be due to certain features of democracy
rather than to the lack of them" Given the way denocracy works, faqtions
form mostly on the basis of issues" it{o faction can stay in power for
long (if tfre union has any demccracy whatever) if :-t cannot produce sub-
stantj-aI wage gains, since workers are very pressed. for money. Too
often union lead.ers trade off vrcrk conditions fo:' wages because oi the
press of opposing factions; (ltts easier to go !o the membership and
say rWerve got a 14% raLser than it is to detail how conditions wilJ.
improve in the operating of hundreds of machines" )

'. G) Zerzan trots out one example to show that the government
supports unions in strikes - in Schenectacly in 1970 where police kept
scabs out. But this is the exception, not the rule. There are thousands
of exanrples to show the contrary" Those of us who have been active in
unions can testify to the times the police, in order to usher scabs into
the pIant, have clubbed. pickets senseless, then aruested them, charging
them:with resisting arrest, d.isord.erly conduct, unlawful assembly, etc.
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We have been hounded. by police dogs, tear gas, armed deputies in heLi-
copters. On thi-s point Zerzan simply 1ies, for if a half-truth is' in
effect, a lie, what is a 1/1OA,0OO truth? (Using simiLar selecti-vity,
Zetzan stresses those few instances where capitalists encourage strikes
rather than the myriads where they oppose them. )

(4) Ts Zerzan suggesting that unions had nothing to do with
improving workersr conditions since the 12 hour-day, non-union sweatshop
conditions of yesteryear?

(5) 0f course most Amer.ican unions (tii..e most American corpora-
tions) are shot through with corr.uptj-on, autho:'itarianism and bureaucra-
tism - all of which must be fought " But the;r are a fundamental contra: '

diction in capitalism, even with some of their leaders hogging $tZ5rOOO'
annual salaries. In Z.r;u.i'; cppositlo:r to unj.onc, i-s he suggesting that
capitalism progresses withbut contradictions? If so, then how does it
decline? By people wishing it anva.r?

(6) Zeyzan writes: tIn 1935 tle NRA issued the Henderson RgpQrt,
whlch counselecl that t'unless somethrng j.s done soonr they (the workers)
i-ntend to take things into their own hand.st'. Something was d.one, the
hierarchical, national unions of the CfO fj-naIIy appeared and stabilised
relationsr. What ]-ogi-cl fhe CIO was not the New Dealrs way of putting
the ]-id. on workers" The $ew Deal dj-d not form the CIO; that was done by
militants who were hounded. by capitalist,s at every turn" Capitalists
hired goolrs, Finkertons, private arnles to smash the growth of the CIO"
the New DeaI. distinguished. itsel-f by such activiti-es as snashing the
Teamstersr Union by prosecuting and imprisoning its entire readership"
Iiote the phrase rhierarchical, nslional unions' (emphasis mine). I shalI
take up Zevzan rs objection to unicrnsr national character next.

Q) Centralisation. of unions j.s an inevitable trend in monopoly
capitalism. As corporatj-ons orrerlap, interiock and merge, so must
unions centralise to fight them. Zexzant's likening unionsr centralisa-
tion to the natronal labor front of Nazi Germany j-s both preposterous
and. .riciously unprincipled. since he must know that the Nazi- Labor Front
waScomp1ete1yacreatureofthestate.Eventhe@'s
Rusher and Buckley, both of whom aLso object.to bigr centralised'
national unions, would. not make lhis kind of comparison.

(B) Zerzan cites a requirement that employees of a pubiic agency
in the San Franci-sco Bay area jr.'in a union, but he fails to mention
whether or not the affected workers voted for thls closed shop.

(9) Why does Zerzan mention that the enraged auto worker who
kiIled three supervisors in 1970 was black? Does his race have any
relevance to the point Zerzan is malclng?

(10) In citing Anton Pannekoekts 1920' s pronouncement agaj-nst
unions, Zerzan negleets to tell uE v.tLrether Pannekoek is objecting to
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Conclusion
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to mass industrial unions. Is there no difference?

not unions, what? Zerzan does not teIl us.

PERCEPTION

AND

I REALITY I

opposrte )

If

Let us' assume thaL Zerzant s arti-cie was not a plant by the capi-
talj.sts or the CIA. Then it reveals that the workers have yet another
f oe i-n thej.r ongoing struggle, one that Marx d.id not f oresee: they must
fight not only their exploiters, but also their newleft crj-tics, most of
whom do not know what it is to go j-nto a mine or shape up on the docks.
The main tool the workers have is their organi-sation, whlch Zer.zan hopes
to destroy.

,,, .: Marvin Mandell ,
Cuttyhunk, Mass.

P.S. Let me be as selective as Zerzan for a moment: when the West
ffi.r, Krupp empire and the Hoechst Chenrical Corporation want to expand
and build plants, where d.o they go? To countries where they can deal
with big labor barons? No" Accordi-ng to Thg Economist of London
(April 26, 1975), these corporations have clinched deals with East
Germany where l-abor is cheap, i-nd.ependent unions non-existent" As The
Economist noted: rFor the firms these deals ar a shot in the arm ?
and an opportunity to escape all the environmental, 1abor, and other
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We are living in an era of change in Western clvj-lisation comparable
only to the Renaissance in the depth of its challenge to all existing
values, beliefs, institutions and. social relati-onships. No aspect of
life has escaped this critique antL no section of our society has been

spared the inner doubt, turmoil and conflict resulting lrom it' I'tlork

"ird l"i"rr", family and schooL, economics and politics, philosophy and

science, Church and poU-ce, the Establishment and the revolutionary org-
anisations, the theatre and the concerL halI, the wrj-ter and the painter
are all riddled with loss of confidence concerning the validity of their
ro}es. It j-s not only propesty relations or authority relations that
are being questionetl anew, but the whole issue of what is signifj'cant or
not, and beyond it even the way in which sensory data are interpreted
and endowed with significance "

As in the Renaissance, whj-1e the OId. founders in confusion, a new

way of perceiving things and a new menta]lty are gradually emer:ging'
This new mentality, the sources of which are partly conscious, paz't1y
sub-conscious, can be discerned in the rr,rorks of many cl'eati'Je artists,
musicians, painters and writers'

The following article is an atteropt to describe the new attitude
to reality expressed by one of the most creative musical groups: the
pink F1oyd. ifr" musical creations of this group have, over a peri-od' of
a decade, profound.ly influenced the mode of sensory experience, and hence

the attitudes, of mlpions of young people throughout the world

There have always been creatiye artists, and even entire artistic
movements in the past whose creations propounded a new way of perceiving
the world. But their influence rema-ined. iimited to smalf sections of
the population. This is no longer the case with certain types of music"-
What we describe is not the private experience of a handful of individuals
but something coileetively shared in the new phenomenon of the mass

concert.

Imagi.neyourselfalone.deep-inthen.ight,inastrangecity.All
around you trains rush from nowhere to nowhere ' Not a sou] to be seen'
You run, run, run, and hear you-r footsteps echo, echo, echo. As you run
yo.,, g".d.ually become aware of the sound of panting of a gigantic creature
joined by the thumping of an encf'mous heart" You run faster and faster'
but the panting and the heaz'tbeat grorai stronBer and stronger' As in a
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dream you exert all your energy to escape i you do your utmost but fail"
And suddenly the panting ana itre heartbeat are on top of you, all around

you. With a sfroci< you reallse that they are your own' that the other
Lounde yourve heard. are other common daiLy noises. You become aware of
the difference j-n experiencing these ordinary sounds. You realj-se that
you hear with your mind rather than with your ears' This is the exper-
i"rr"" which the Pink FIoYd' create '

It is &lfficult to explaj-n - or understand - this experien"g by

meal1s of words. You have to undergo the experience to fj-nd out what it
conveys. It is not music j-n the traditional sense of the word, and you

donrt 1isten to it wi-th your ears (the ear being roerely a channel to
convey the sound). It i; sound and you experience it with your mind'
You can carry cn conversations while you listen to this music, play chesst
eat, study paintings, yet all the time you float j-n this overwhelming
sea of sound., paying altention to every note, every nuance, every inton-
ation. You ""r.tt 

wt.istle the tune or d'ance to the rhythm, but you start
seeing everything around you in a different light. It is not that you

hallucinate and see things which are not there 3 it is the thj-ngs which
are there that you see (or hear)" But you interpret them differently"
It is not so much the new mode of experience itself that matters, but the
realisation that it j-s possible to interpret the saroe sensations dif-
ferently.

It is essential to u-sten to this music, at least to start with'
on headphones rather than loudspeakers" The sound then seems to travel
between the ears and creates the sensation of various events occurring
inside your head (airplanes taking off, people coming downstairs, etc')"
At first this experience comes as a shock. But once you get over the

hunp it b""or"" i ,r"*, rnormalr mode of experienci-ng sound"

The recent Pink Floyd open-aj-r concert at Knebworth (attended by

more than a hundred thousand ieople) started by two Spitfires flying 1ow

over the crowd. The drone of their engine (accompanied by the musicians

to form a coherent fabric) comments on everything the Spitfire representsl
in England" it is not a favourable comment" By fusing aircraft engine
Inoi-ser with their own, the Pink Floyd suggest that the way i-n which

sounds from dj.fferent sources are interpreted depends on the mind as

much as on the sources,

can the sound.s of eggs and. bacon slzzl:ing in the Pao, mj-Ik and

cornflakes fLowing down your throat, cash registers in operation, etc.,
be woven into a harmonious and meaningful pattern? It can - and the

experience is sublime. But sense or no sense (who decides' and according

io-*ir"til, it matters Iittle" what matters is the sheer realisation
that the mode of experiencing sound can be modified, and that the way

in which we experieirced:-t frftirerto (taking it for granted) is not the

only possible way of d.oing so. If the mode of hearins caII be changed',

what about seein!, smel1ing, touchi-ng? The answer implied by the Pink

Floyd is unambigious: all modes of experience can be changed'
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This kind. of music is an innovation comparabl-e with the j-nvention

of perspective in painting. Before the Renaissance all paj-nting was in
a s"rr.se I symbolic t , representing the idea of the thing painted. rather
than the way the things themselves appeared to the eye (look at any
Egyptian, Greek, Roman or early Christian painting). The j-ntroduction
of perspective into painting (and this was only in the 16th century) was
part of a new attitud.e to nature. People began to relate to the worId.
not as a manifestation of the Divine Will but as j.t appeared to them
from the viewpoint of the eye. Si-milarly, the trink Floyd type of sound
is part of a new attitud.e to rrealityr. It makes us aware that it j-s
not what the ear hears but what the mj-nd makes of j-t that really matters.

'i'Lr: iiessinateur ,ie i* Fr:mme couclile

Ihe introduction of perspective in the Renaissance was accompanied

by sinilar tnaturalisticr changes in music, u:"lPlYr:: philosophy,_
c6smology, architeoture, medicine, politicat institutions, etc';.The
changes-known by later generations as the Renaissance (rebirth) were to
snap- the mode tf "r,p""ience 

of European society for four centuries'
This Renaissance was not j-nitiated. by the Church, by the nobility or by

the peasantry, but by the merchants, bankers and craftsmen in the cities'
by the city-zens and bourgeoisie " It became - and still is - the domin-
.rrt r.y of experiencing the worl-d. and of relating to it"

The era which passed away during the Renaissance was the era domin-
ated by the Church *na tn" UoUitity. It -r'Ias an era in which peoplers
lives were regulated by a belief in God (existing outslde.of Nature and

; iirl""y) ,f,o'controiled everything down to the m:inutest detail. Th?

Renaissance introduced the era wherein Nature replaced God, and Natural
T,aw replaced Divine Law. The arts and. sciences of Europe were to express
this conception right up to the present day. The current crisis in the
arts and sciences "*pru"uu" 

the growing d'ifficulties of thj-s approach"
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The emerging new conception - of which the Pink Floyd music forms

an eLement - shifts the emphasis from Nature to the mental processes,
from the sensory data t,hemselves to their parti-cular j-nterpretation by
the mind. A variety of investigations concerning the mental processes
indicate that the interpretation of the sensory d.ata by the brain i-s not
- as the traditional scientific attitude would have us believe - a passive
process determj-ned exclusively by physiology (and therefore hardly modi-
fiabl-e ). Modern work suggests that the same sensory data can be inter-preted differently by the same braj-n (i.e. same person) in valid, though.d.ifferent ways

The Plnk Floyd demonstrate this in their music. They force us to
focus our attenti-on on sounds we hear but tend to ignore as rirrelevantr,
or to dismiss as mere Inoiser. By endowing such sound.s with musical
significance we are made to realise the manner in v:hich we end.owed. themwith insignificance hitherto. As l.ong as only a single set of signifj--
cances and inter-reLations is imparted to the sensory data, it can be
argued that ri-nterpretationt has no role to play. But once it is realised.
that the same d.ata can be d.ifferently interpreted. by the same person it
becomes impossible to evad.e the problem of the interpretatlve faculty,
its role and. structure.

In philosophical terms this means that the separation of thetobjectivet world from the tsubjectivet one breaks d.own. If what risl
(i.e" exists i-ndepend.ently of us) can only be grasped by us as we exper-
ience it to be (and not as it exists independently of us), and if moreover
the mode of this experience can be mod.ified, then the age-oId phi-1oso-
phical controversy about the nature of existence is bound to be superseded.
by a new controversy about the nature of experience " The problem shifts
from that whj-ch exists to that which is aware of existence, from that
which experiences to that which is aware of experiencing.

This has revolutionary implications.

Marxts tre-interpretationr of hi-story (as determined predominantly
by economic forces as distirlct from blind chance or Divine Wi.l-I) was one'
of the cuLtural reverberations of the Renaissance and was itself to
become an important factor in remoul-dj-ng society. The emerging new
culture (now challenging the fetishism of rlaws of naturet arid-placing
emphasis on the interpretation of processes rather than on the physical
essence of the processes themselves) has not yet produced the conceptual
tools'for a tre-interpretationt of social and historical phenomenar but
it is providing the raw materials out of which such tool-s will eventuall;r
be forged.

A; O.
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