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The nain trend i n politi-cs, in Bri-tain and other West European

countries, d.uring the present economj-c recessj-on is the emergence of the
trade unj-on bu:'eaucracy as the dominant partner in the ru}ing triuuvirate:
Government - Industry *- Unions.

No decision on wages anci prices (or on health, education or socia].
security) can be implemented r,vithout the consent of the TTIC. The union
leaders are no longer merely tinformeclI abou-t i:oiici-es after they have
been decided" Their prior end.orsernent j-s secured., and it is often their
proposals or anendments which are implemented "

The last two years ha're cl-earl-y shown that those entrusted. lvith
'profit-making (ei'thc- *,. rj,.' y.r.-r-y&-i: or' -"n tlie pubJ-j.c sector) can no
longer manage society by ihernseives" Although in capitalistrdemocrae|es!
important economic deci-sions may not be:nii;j-ated. by the union leaders,
it is wi-thin i;he union apparatus (rather than j-n Parliament, in the
Cabinet, in pari;y poJ-i'uical- offj.ces orin lLl,my o:: Poh.ce Head-quarters)
tl:.at the poi,Jer to irapose therr: currs:nt:l-y li-es" Al-l- ihj-s is cemented by
peoplers internali-sed acceplance of this t:'ealityr " ]do economic policy
can toda;, be implercented r,^ri thoui ihe consen'', cf the TUC The fuc ,can
defeat any governrcent, parlia-ment or pa::ty. .its pJ-ed.ge ,rnot to d.efeat a
Labour Government t expresses , quite bJ-rintr;r,-, j-ts ne.ssive t:i rrj-iations. A
fUC whj-ch d.efeats a- Lah.our Governr:ien'L cou-l-d. even iuore- :'ead.il;r defeat .a;ty
conseivable al i,e::native gover';:ment. tsui then the un-i,cn lierarchies would
have,power thrust upon thea. This -is the cne tb"i-ng they rvish io avoid.
for it l^rould reveal tc all- the ful-l- scope of their i.apoience. Th.ey refuse
to'change the system and'rherr ohrn:r"ole with-i-n it, for both are i-nlimatellr
interlinked. "

- Company bcard.roorrrs alone c:r.noi run socieiy an;, longer" The trade
.union bureaucracies do not r,,rish to run it" Or.di-nar:y people are to1d. theycan'tt" The resuit -;s that i'u is those who see society as a socio-econouie
machine (whether they be called IIeath, Dennis Iieal-ey, So.a-r"es or Berlinguer)
who take over the job of keepi:rg tiriags ticking, ff socieiy is noth:-n[
mprethan a value -free socio-economic ilechani.sm, it cor-rl-o be nanaged. by agomputer programme" Bu'; :"f it :,-s aboui; peopi-e .a.tru i;he conflict of inler*ests and valuesr:then po-._:r-tics -is noj; merely a]:out the pa_rameters of theparacligm, it is abouti the uaracj-g;r rise-,.f .

!,Ie apologj-se to readels for the delay j.n t;he appearance of this
issue. truie would fike to draw their a'btention lo the envisaged.pioduction, later this year, of a srrtrstantial book TPORTUGAL :
THE ,rI-FrcuLT nEvol,urroN' wir-i-ch deals in depih r,ritii one of the
most significant events of tha post*we.r era" (Es,uimated cost w:i11
be between 91 and. $1")o and o::ders are i+e-l-coi:rc as frorn now. )Also strongly reilomiiiended is the n-ew pa;lph-iet *orod-uced. by the
National- working Group : "tUEFAN DEVASTATT0i,{' (ilre planning of
i-ncarceration) b-, James F:rr 3-ayson ( Z5yt + postage) " .



-2 -

PORTLJGLJISI i]IARY
April \?? L9762 a Radio Televisao portugues crew, in a van, is doing a

Irogranme on tthe vision of soelaliomt" It is stopping in the strbei, at fac-
tory gate$, fu markots, talking t,o people and reeording their repliei. Itrs a
tieht fit i-nslde: 7 people ard lots of equipment.

We rnake for Barreiro, an irdr:strial toian accross the rlver from Lisbon.
Once there, there is no trroblam getting to the giant CUF chemical wonks. The
slff le greXr part cloucir 1m'rt smoke. The walls are grey too, but bespattered
with the red ot= posters, The p3-ant, the stacks, the'wa'ber tbwers horering
absre u.s lcolc as if built i-n the }ast cenburT*. Long stneets of hangars, stores,
sheds, nap] with broken wir:dors. There is noise, ard rwt ard the plaster 5s
peeling off the front of ma4r buildings, Hear,6r ime'] ls hang i.n the aJr. The road
5s in poor repajr. An oLd*fashioned capitalism clearly cohabits uith the new.

We pass 'bhrough r3an little streets of mi:rute, decr.epit terraced horrs-
ing. tSulFLruric Acfi Street. r t0ardle Groase Street. r Capitaljsm even rnrrders
lhe i:nagination, The house,s l{ere built si-x, seven decades ago, pesibly mone,
People stiJ.l live there - sort of ,

Thjs is the hea:r'tl-ad of, the FCP, its ideological ard ptrysical domain.
trtts pmters are e.,'eryl.rhere. A gigantlc ffiP ba.Iloon js tied to a rope between
ttro rooftoF, tUr.iff r,rith 'che ImAt, tVote PCPI, The van stops aild the crew
take tip thei:: pcsit"iors near one of the baatrc gates. Shj.fts are changlng. It is
4 pm. Ihe prducer taIIe,s 'bo a group of women of i*determfutate age, going'in.
They are not in {,he least si.ry* ard ta].lc reaclily. tSocialism?t - tA steady joblt
* 'Ljlce thjs?t - No a.nsirer. A steacly drLzzle is fatling. tLihe thi$?t tlie pncd-
Ll.cer repeats. The wcmen, sensing something strange, turn on hili, abuse the
teievision, and march off, their fj.sts raised, shou'bing IFCPI FCPIt.

-oCo- 
:

There are joyful- i:roments, too. Walking along the tagrrs waterfront, bet-
ween the Statlon and the llraca do Comercio uo stop in front of a partieularly
fine 6xaupLe of mural- art. Enormous6 Unforgettable. tsocjalist realjsmt at its
hideou.s best.

The reds arid ye1J-cn"rs are gaudy as wual * caricatures of real colour.
The oppressed have very $quare jaws, very ghort hair, enormous 86r a very
de-bermined look. The proJ-etariat,, as seen by the Maoists js clearly more
brawn than braj.n: the scrrt of anj-mal aqy skilful leninjst could easiJ.y ride
to the revolutionl
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But t.re anarci:.o_ryn:ical-j_:is
fraye been at, uoril, i,foC.ein eani-U_
1liSn reqrliyes rccdern'brarspo*b.
The I'fiPP leader i"s calling ior
a cab"

-o0c_
Anothe: ctory abcu-b taxis.

In E1vas, ir:. the E.,;.b s:cne of
the e;tate:; beScr.gil3 lo big
lardiords l:a,re; been irlcen dq,
by tJ:cse r,;i:o r.:ork tLem, Thc uguaL
pattc::n is fe rlhe ag3isu:tural
lrorker.s to eccuSy f rrs t ar:d
Seek a-ii-bhor'.i-'[" -]..a.te:". "- frcm t.re
-l.oeal cenie:: cf .;-re fR"C- (fnat-
,it"i,1 f or Ag::icuil;uraJ- Recr.:gan-
isati-on, )

One re :en'i.1;. e::.::: *p:iltei
laiif urrlar' :4l (_.,a. 1, :_f i :i:d :,- -t: _,,-r:,

Spanish) al;';c happ;ned to o:.;n
ti:.e b:igges'il .la,.,j- l;:...:ine:,;r in
to'..rn" IIis orizer: ciisii-l;sd hj;r
hearti--1y a.;la -.tere :::rch :il.y::c::Fed
r.;i-f,h th: n^:- j.,..r-t-r3. cn i:r ti".e
eo-ope:.a*"*ve.. So ti:c;r :ls."-i; u-7rl"
the taxlc "

But the cult of authority dies hard. Th.e act had to i..erl-eg11-,i.i:i:e.rr,entered rin the booksr. so the iab drivers-ali-turn up oi:3 :,:;:rning at l:hc 1iiHeadquarters for an rofficr-aIr sanction, rne uinls;d-oi',igrrrJuru -r:.3 fij,e;on terrants, trees, torm.nn ard technical aia - but nothj:g c:i i:.o-..,.i-e3alii, ,;o
aplropriate a fleet of taxis. TI:e Rovolution creates its or;ir, i,-l=ica..ij.st
trrrecendents.

-o0o*

. Niayly, VllQ" Top of the Avenjda Almjrante ileis j-;r i,:..s.bcn" The de;,ron_straiion calIed by rn"i;erslr:dica1 is narchi;g d;t. M.lnrc-,p:--r-:,rcz.i:eri:: ;* the1rsur:day best. Eailr.ray workers in semiea r"nics, cieccrated 1r:r:i.es ixtke1:,rithagriculiurar uorkers carrying piicMorirs, oeci.s:an:-: si.nglr:g" ve:.:r o:.:3sioeaLlaughter. sellers do.a roaring-trade in politi.*t utj-clieilsr"sell-i-::, to :.hcsewatching the pcocession3 sticlters fon the Associatio:r of jc'i,j.ce.;rvi-oed Fa:ns,for- the Housing Turdr_for student_or **"1rf *.*n-. Schociitea:l,s::,*, builCingurcnkers, hcpital workers chant rlntelsirdi_cair Inte=;iidj-:e.ir a: the4 ria-:s,ten or tuelve abreast. Tgoty thor.rsar:d people iarch b;i - aijrtrT.ant't;r far ferrerttran last vear. The traffis Las prudentiy i*"r, *topp.i, .:iioigh rortug1le3emotorists have learnt p:ri;ience _ the ti"r[ way"

*
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It is a fine warm day. Banners, unbelievably, sti]'l demand rUnity withthe I'&"A' - the very I'lFir which is nor+ the ma.in brake on the revolution. Theyalso denand the right to full. employment and vigiSance agaii.:st ifre fascjsts.
Do I sense a cer.i;ai:r weariness? There is

,ro!" of the e:<aLta'blon, of the euphoria of even
a few months aBo :r-gs jf people realised thatit would take morb'fmural gr,affiti to brlng dor,;.n

llr* "_"il" 
of capitil., Itre-party is 

"rr"ryrfr"rur--though nowhere j-n its true g*:b . -Tn the llss ocllation of University h"cfessors. In the ilssoc_
iatj.on of }iunicipa-l- .lss ociations , fhe bar:jr
employees march by shouting tNo to B.eaction! r

One cn two Tenan1;s i Conni_tte^s rt.r::! :olour*
fuL banners o. o demarding gc,\rernnient loans . fhe
t-;uo group march nexb to each other. Someone
shoul-d i"ntroduce i;hen to one another !

At the erd cf i;he pnocession a rnass of
red.*f1agF ard a feu hurdr"ed ver1, ycx.rng people
shoutj-:rg raucously: . tUnjdad si-rdica1, -urrUrC
sirdical!, One Ej-ght; be *,rcard-r:g" Tbey want
the PCP"ad-IS to taiee pc*ier, d ot'dei to ex-
pme..the,a" Aud Int.ers j::dicaL j,oc" Io f.crm
a .goverrment twithout qeneraLs cr". capitali.Sts, "Yee, the lbots" In their rightfui p1ace, At tJre
tai].-eryi of a Sta'linist demor:Etrai,ion,

M"B.

{l n r-, r,rr!r L.lrt

(l ;\ l,

,'\ li I IIjj ill0rlj
t ]il IIJ

?rot preiending
io share the illusions
he attr:ibutes to the
proletariai.

o.o The ICI-IF"T p:esented." together, 11 tiworker-candi-oat€ii - a woman r:.
r.iho had been a prisoner in Caxia$ arC uho had joj-:reC ICI soon before Noy,
25th, She r^ras dynamic ard. tot-d d hot ilp,risonment. After presenting tbe .

eatdldate ard fcrrma]-ising everytldng the prison authori-cies 1et the cat ant-
of i'he bag: shetd.been imprisoned fon steallng a frid"ge. Ihe kots thought
lhis dlsgracefui (*o the;"t6 'bhought she r,ras a ,lpoiitiealri prisoner) ard-aban-
doned the whole idea" fhe current joke is that the knts are like thei,parasrr3
mislead g]3 +,he tj-me" Ti:eyt::e ncr^r supporting 0ctavio pato (pcr - trarrqftd
L5-terally as the ti'',h dr:"ck - as a few rra!,cpapers ha.;e poi::ted out). 0te1o is
getting mcre suppcrt ti:an "[ri Su]-livan or a pop-.star would: he .1s, colorrful,

i f*e Ps o"^* ?(?
*nuXt t*(e laauer"'
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]l_Ito. never rea.d the whole of !.sp+jeli, hc saj-d
lbut I ge'ti the ideari. pinheiroE-IE"eeo says
ZJth trshocked him as to tho lies o gcnrernmen1
squaa3. on eve?yone j.f, he is noi elelted. fts a
dangerous,ard can be used. by all sorts. It nnay
t,his electi-on. ..

to a crqrd of 501000 in porto
the offici-a1 report on Ncnr.

ccnrld teLlrr ard threaterrs to
farce. But Eaaes is very very
have very swgrfuing results,

il ielr\J I i;iill fij li IS
ry- rysI MCEJg-r\iT (f@ pfus petage) by Hemi Sjnon.
The movenent emerging ort of stmrgglei nou. lThe
Ner"r lvlorement js not what somer., cin thjJrk of to
liberate others. Th.e New Morrenent is r,rhat each and
aLL eeate by thermel'res i:r their stnrggle, fcrtheir struggle, in thejr crrn jnterest.llt

(lop pfris
p*Bgg) by Jotrn-crqmp. .r1 j oirrt.soria#ityisic:a:.
Revolution pranphleb. t.., the comnnrnist ideologr
which l,lar:c elsbcnated uas trrecisely r.rhat he hiGelf
meant by the tern njdeoloryn - a set of ideas which
(even when intriruicalJy correct) nask rather than
reveal the real. probIem,..r

SPONTAMITY _trE _CRG i TI (10p ptus petage) by
I&rr.ray.Bookohi*r. .4 .:rep"iat. of thj.s ttro,tgflt pnorok_
ing essay flrst published jn lj"bercLisp-and Asa:tchsl
magazines i\ L972. tThe taragedy.of,.the.socialGT ..
movement Js that oppcees organisation to spontanei$r
ard tries to assjmjJ-ate the socjal process topolitical ard organjsational j.nstrunentalism r .
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It is accepbed by libertarians .i:ha"i: 'the socia-]-. revolution involves the
nost pnofourd crrlir.iral revolution. Tl:is is i:nplicitly aecep'i;ed by rul"ing elj-tes
who at the best disparage and at -r:ho uors'L openly repress ar{f signs of grass-
roots ou-ltural- non-confor:mity, fn Brirlaj-n 'L,he arrti:orities ilre experiencd
enough to co:opt cr rec'rr.lErate mu.ch of ''r,he sounter*cu1ture" Parii'cif the resil-
ience of the British e.l-ite l.ies in ihe Sragn:atic clcthe; of ruling class
ideolory. Thi$ fl.exib=i$'is trz'eciud"ed b3'i.i:e Cogmati-c nature of the rul.i^r:g
ideologr i:r Czechce1-c"'raki-a, I{e:'e "i;he shinj-ng 5.dea1o of socj.aljsnr eanrroi; hjde
the rotteness C every;Iay exi.stence" Thc gap betvegir offiqial lronouncements
on the ever-increasing beaui,y oi e.;eryc1:-ry* -r,iie a.iicl. Lhe :realj.ties of retrre$sion,
i-nfl"ation, cuJ-turai. cccfc,::;mity, b:r'r'oer';r, sho::t.?ges, c,ffj'-ciaI incompetance ard
bureauc*at5-c hussli:rg r+arp and dis-b,:.rt 'i,he l-j"rres of the r,rhcl-e nation. !'or thjs
reason, any movemon"b tl:at even iiap.Licitly gi.res "che Lie to the official doubl-e-
thi-nir inaehine dra.i,;;. upcn i'bseLf 'bhe uhole b,-l^irrar of 'bhe stete" The decayS-4g
c€pse oannob hea:: the fresil flor.rcrg grordng on the :lrtrient of its d.isintegrat,-
ion.

jii; 'r,he encl of l,hrch tiris ;rqar abou-t 2C n.:mbers of -,;r+o counter-cultrrre
groups were arrest'erl" Tne arrests of the tPlas1;3-c Peopl-e of the.Universer ard.
rDG-307t; were repca"ted j:r the r,restern lress but lii,tie rms sai{ about the
backgrourd to thelarresb o: tihat exacl;h' the grouF,r r,rere iupposed to have
done^ I do not r+arl-b to erelogise the;e par-biorlar grcrutrrs, Solidarity readers
i,riJ.I be a.!.i too fa,m:Llitrr r,i:r-th -bhe deficiences C the western aounter-culb.re
mcnrement of the l-96Ots o These ::ese::'va'cions appl;, equa113- to that of eastern
Eurotrre" But the faci of a r:o*rter-cuJ-iulr:e eight )rears sfie? soiiaL corrforuity
had been reirrforced by Soviet a,,an:!s is in it":elf remarl.ebLe enough.

The Pl-as-bic People are, iri. fa.c'i., one of 'b1:e oldest underground granp,
havi:rg been f c;med i.n 1.957. DG-30? ir: a rir.rch nctre recent f cr.rnatj-on, One of
the regi:nets ra-tionalisaticns e.i:c,ut tnornali6a't-'ucni is 'i:hat,they have succeded
in stairilis:.ng the econonql anc have -i-r:. fac'i: increase,f 'Lhe :vaj*labillty of
consumer go*1s anq the pr:rohasing poret' of the pop,r3.ation" In short, the regi:ne
has estabLiShed a form of tconirunist .:oL:$r-mrerj-smI " DG*rOJ refers to the medical
ede fry a tdiseasei cha.rae'cerrsed i;;, temp:raql nen-*aj- disturbance brought
about i.n othenrise no::nal i:ecpie b;r high s"tregs" The nrain enphasis of tir.is
gro'epts r.rcrk is the borecicn arul sterility of life ln ihe neur communist corsumer
soci-ety. Ilcr+eve:: -l,he Pl-astic FeopJ-e i{elre'th.e foremnners of groups liJ<e thjs
and lt js on them -r,ha'b the poli-ce ha.Je coneeniraled mcst of theis attention.

The ini:ortance that -ihe a"u'bho::ities atr,aehed 'oc the arres ts can be judg-
ed fron the fact that on tp,ril ? arrl I 'there r.ras a satlrration coverage in the
Iress ard on::aCio ard IV, The i4inistor of tho lnierj-cr'ts justlfication makes
i.:rieresti:rg reading fc,r thcse -whc can read betr,ieen the l.ines cf East European
offioj"a.l stateiuents; tEar froa be5-ng miri.cianu., poats or: artis"Ls, they were a
bard of delinqu.ent C:"rg ad.dicts, d.rop*ou'[s, ps]:s.site=" malingerers, failed
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piests and pyehjs.tric cases i^rho, under tire pretext of hotding rrausicalr con-
l*rF, i:tdulged in crgres of dope*tari.::g ard wanton destruc-tioi of proporty,
Their songs uere fulJ- of obscenj-tie; and could searcely be cors:dered *rs:cat all sinoe akrosi; none of thnse arrested had arly formal musieal education.'r
He i.rent on to argue'bha'l, every scci-e1y had the right tc deferd itseLf agai::st
such anti=social elenents. It r,;as cnlv after a1i other atiemp'cs to djsc&:rage
them by lreventai;ive teo.ucaiionalr neans had falled tha-b t}:e authoritles had
resorted 'to arrest, It, i$ in'cerestiag-i;o see exactly what tire },{jfljster had in
nj"rd ruhen he ta-l.i<ed of tp::even-Lative educa-biorrro rra Lgru, as a result of new
standarcls iajd dc',tn for rocli groups, the PLasriic People iost their professionalstatus, In o-bher words the_v ccLrlii iro longer worl< as tin-rsicians,. In Ciechelcnrakia
the tRight io i,.iorkt mean$ -bhat j:1 ycr,r are unempl-oyed for mcrre than eight r,ieelie
you can be sent to pri:cn, the consequence l.ra.$ tha'r, the group had to iork at
Ron*rsuslisal. jobs" The authorities hoped tlrat this would [iil-the group. Hourever
they continued bo;o1ay j.n"bheir spa..e r,3-aie, j.n ceilars, private flats, enpty
roorcs etc. The conten'L of "bhe groi-rpts,orork is .i;he naii:-poiat of inter6st,-fy
L?7?- tr]nur hacl jus-u, ab,n:t st"cppea inpo::'bing musj.c from British ard ,\merican
grqtrps and the;'s-Larted to pr,-it scnteir.ilorary Czech poe-rry to nusie, Unfortrrn-
a-belY, as far as I lino',r, t{rere are no Eng1ish translatj-ons of the type of uork
tbey c;-h.cee. It did cc::sisr(,, irowever, of poerrc cf 'the iast 20 years ard most ofit uas an ailta:.eic cn t off ieial cirl-buz.e r 

"

The ar::est,anl harassment ,:f 20 j..nCivi,lua1s, foilotred by a national
pa'opagarda exercise to ju;tify 'bhis act.i-on rs synpiomatie of a profound, slch*
ness in social .ljfo.. Ccnteinpcrary StaJ-i:rism is a;to:t powerful generator of
alienatlon. The form; cf socj-al doni"rratlon. harre been changeri but the social
relatjors jn terms of l.le peoi:ie ts alienation from the prCuc,us of thejr labor.rr
have been reinfc.rceci. :"nd rei:rfmced on a scale;ret r:,nl<nora in the Uest. The
neaning of the fa:-iure af Soviet ag:i-e:itule, of -hhe cbselete Czech econoiqy,
of the nassive lcar:s requir-'ed by Po1-al:d from 'i:ne lrtrest js that the peoples of
Eastern Europe and the Sovie-b Union are voyking to rul-e. Thjs i,s the crjsis
of Stalinism" Ii-, is 'i;Lre ieel" ic unlers'tandi:rg uh$ i:r the Soviet Union, conrbjne
harvestors stand idle tl+o -i:'hjrce of 'che ti.me i,ii:en-i;hey are required, (H.
Ticirbin in Cri.ti"que l;i In Czeqhcsl-or,:1lia -bhe rot i:r public :aorale shotls
itseif in mc,re so$tis'r,ica"'Led ,,la,vs" Tne pr.ice of secure entrXr into a medlcal
school fcr a s'bucent fu the paprent cf a car o? a eountry cottage 'r,o a un:lv-
ersity adrr:inui':cator. U:rthinkj.ng sabotage i;: the nc::ao Ir, lior,r " L975, tine
President cf Czechsrorrali.ia c^,:er:.ed rr liurrx s-beel- s:.,ieiti:rg factory r,liih electronic
control systers ir::pcr'*ed frcm !I,, Ga:.raarry;, =ferir soon -:he ccntrcl. system broke
d.ciwn,on It L'as fou:r,:l tha-i, 1ll0,000 D.i{arks r.rcrth of ol-e*"Lroiric equipment had
been stoien, The police la'[er foxti that, this ecluipnen'b had been converted into
musica]. ampLifierr ]qr the loca1 yo.l'bh. ur:.j"onl

It i"s agai:rst thj-q be.cltrrourrci.r welJ. lmo.rn and deep3y worrying to the
authori'Lies, of to'bai demo::a1isa-l;1cn 'i:ha.t thc exis tanee cf the coirn'oer-culture
ml$t be seen" fne innate c::eativi-ly cf the peopl-e has not been totally sup-
pressed, ii; ccntinues to finc. aiier:r.ative l,rsys of erpre;sing itself, this js
the real meanl.ng of i;he ccunter-e;rrltu*e," a::rI it is a iaear:j::g tha"b frightens
the aubhori-biec shi'b1ee.q. i,, .:'

P" Cerr:y (L,cniuni
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The foLlowing material gives us an insight in-bo some problerns
ar.d the responses to them of the Spanish working class. Faced
with a state controlled union and a. vicious regime they have
i-n recent months taken s-t'ep aiong the path of autoncmous
self-organi-sation, Sinee i:he death of Franco a wave of strikes
demards for annesty for political prisoners ard dcmands for
td,emocratic refo::nsr of one sort arrl ano-bher have shaken the
rulers of Spain i-n a r,ray tbey have not been shaken since the
days of the Repub1ic" As iho nuiitber of people j-nvolved in
various s'r,r:ugg-1-t: L.c: l:-;::;lf,c*, l,l:e f o::n: of i;he struggle
have changed, The fotlor^ri.ng piece on the Barcelona Teletr*rones
illrmtra-ies a moveiner:-L f::on the 1rJc.:1'.-ers Commissions to a more
wiciely democ:'atic assembly structui:e" The second pjece, fron
the Barcelona dccl<s, :11-usi,rates scfle of the dj-fficulties
that face 'bhese asseurblj-es. Conrrersa'oions with people who
have recent3-y coile froin Spain have v'evealred hor^r rapidly things
are moving there, i{e ttil-.L trjr and bring any further develop-
ments to ou:'rearlerts notice, One point tha'b should be ma.de

irnmediately pe:rh.ap is that the C"II"T", ihe anarcho-synrlical-
jst union, ha$ been toconsti-,,uted ir:slde Spa.|n ar:d js groli-ng
rapidl-y. Alreac1y, ho]|'ever, an i.nternai deba'be oas developed
sp.rked c,flf by )roungerl nil-i'i:alts uho ccnsjder its ]ltQts
s-Wle s'tz"u.cture 6;;vs:c-bureaucra"Lic and are pressing for a

reorganisa'oj-on yhigh inc::eases branch autcnorgr" ThjS pressure
stems djrectly from their experience of the workers assemblies.
At the same'bjme tbe state controlled unj-or1 is maki-ng attempts
to i:rcorperat'e this e-rJ or,her devel-oping dissident unions"
In Spai-n, a= everyl.rhere, a-utononolls ac'tion ald recuperation
d.ance their rr.inuet,

Lel:pn l rir: ::

l*rlit.'

[.t:iri]c lC{tt t

Thjs article is based on an j-ntervieior ru'ith a cable worker earlier this
year. He is one of 541000 teleph.one worleers in Spain of r,rhich 9r40O,are in Cat-

"forri* 
(5r3OO :n garc6tona)., The telephone eornpary is 4,L/, a^rnd'-by the! govern-

ment, 264'iy the i,rmkera ar.,C. prrva'be sh.arehokiers anC +,he rest by ITt' Beforo
the strjke this year there ha.d been one iaola'i,c.l die pute tn Lg73 i-nvolving
800 workers o

rln January our colleeiivo contract -rnras u.p. The cmt,o{ }iviJig had gone

'up u l-ot but the 
-Corirpan;r told us tirat the neu contract would take another 3 - /+

nonths to come throuitr,"We asked for an advance payment bu!'thi-s r^ras refwed
;;* started to orgi:ri.se a:'orr:rl tl:e OemanC" fctt 610O0 peseias-jhcrease until
lf." "", contract rui rgr"ud", This s'bruggie i,,ia.s led b]- the Comlsj-ones Otrere
Slortrers Comm:issions, ICCO fo:.shcrrt) of r,;iri-eh I an a member"



^,) *

r0ur C0 ttas formed bythcse mcst i::'berested in Cefending the interestsof tl:e r^rorhing c1ass. In general they were people fron politicil prties ofvarious tendencies, AJ-togei;her -bhere are t*O- : \O people out of which particular
coruni-ttees are elected: Stritrre Coniait'Lee, Inf ormation Ccmmittee eic, in meet-
l"g! of the bcdy of the workers the rnenblrs of the CCOO do everythi:rg ,ohey canto developthe struggle" The CC00 raeet in cirurches and empi,y bui-ldinls ar:d one
$ our meetings tooir pla.ce j:r a college. jlecause tl:.e CC00 are clardeitine rlhey
have to take securiiy measures, The nJus of a neetlng is passed i:rivate3y fromperson'Lo person. Driring the meetings sorileone lieeps vauch-to see jf therl js
any movefilent by the police ou,tside cr anythin.: suspicious, The strike ccrn-mittee has 'ohe job of approaehing"bh,: worl;ers---i;o explaj:r the necessity fcn: aslrilie and the best r:ays of s'b:'uggli:rg agains o the 

"orrp*r1y. 
It calls assenibllesof the workers., The Infc::riiatioi, C*:,iiiic'Lo5 ha; lLre job of pr.rblicising the strug-gle and. keeping -bhe i,rorhers j:rf ormed "

rfn January we i,rent on strike, lrle began on a Tuesclay with a stoppage ofhalf an hour r,.'hich i^;as i,o progress oay by day to reach a total stoppage-u| trre
Saturday. But ihe S-brilie Columi-tteo called off ttre strike after four-aiys Ll:c1
aecepted an offer oi lrt000 pesetas rather than the Gr000 we r,ranted.. trde had saidthat we r,rou-l-d only go i:aclc to worle if a general ,."s"*bly of the i,iorkers decl-ded
on j-t" But rumor.rrs began cjrculating tirat some r,rorlcers had already gone back to
r^lryk and tha'r, wetd iost the struggle" co-cnrdinaiion between i{adridr-Barcelona
and BiJ-bao funcbioned badly and thr,s roras 'i,ho mai-n reason r+hy the str|;re i,ras not
contjnued; even the'tite of 'Lhe stoppage was no'i, co-ordj-na-ted between the vari-
ous districts. By April we lrere on sr;ritrle agai-n, hcirnrever" Given -i-he breakdor,rn
9f the previoue s-brj-ke we discr;ssed in a geierai assenibly of the workers tho
bes'b inethods of cont,inuing the s-bruggle. ft uus decj.ded that in order to avojd
runours r,rhich could desf,ri unity lre should have assemblies in each 'nrork place
whieh would elect a deiega-be to a co:orclina"bing couiuiittee which i.rould neet j-nthe evenings " (Th:s genei:aI asse:-irb1;r tooii placE :-r, tt " state .o"irofiuO 

""i""buiJdlng, j:rcldenialty. 
)

rThe Cornpany now said thai; ihe nar,,, contrac'[ r,iould take j - 6 nonths to
work out ra.ther i;han U:e 2 -.3 raontl:is they had origilally said. We decided 'bo
enter i:r'uo struggle agai-n" this 'bj:le ou.r organisation was different. In Jan-
uary the striko was s'larted and led by the G0" But thjs nean'o in practice tha'b
lnA ^ 50 poople could cltrect a struggle thai i:elongeci io ail the workers" In
Ap::11 allthe lrcr.rkers'book part in-i;he struggie through their asserablies in
the r,rorkplaces " 1de held a gene::a-1 assembly whj-ch decidecl on sirifie action.
Initially, howevez', onlJ sone 2O1^ of the uorlifo::ce j_ir Barcelorra and Ca.calonia
came out on strike" I''IaC::id ha,C been on s'i;riiie fo:: -bi,.o days though i-t was not
complete. In Barcelona, hc-,..e-ie:, :::: u:d ilc::: peo;;1e joi:red the struggle
every day and after lu days 9AV of the plant i,ras out, Ai 'che genoral assembly
i'ie had decided that ihere should be a commit'tee To ExienC the Stril<e ard
another Coraririitee of Infornation" 'llht: rComrli-t-bee of ilx;;ensionr had the job
of keeping in toucir r,rith ancl -brave-1-l-::eg to djseuss r"iith i,rorliers in Catalonia
l'ladrid and BiJbao (r,rhere'bhe struggle wa.s strongest). The Infcrma'bion Conr-
urittee p;blished many leaflets explaini:ig ihe ains of ihe stri-lce and gave
nelis to the pre;s " The l-eaflets wore distribu.i;ed a'i; peaceful dernoristrations
whe::e 41000 r,rorkers wen-t to differeni wwliing class djstricts, the city centre,
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the markets. Here the In-f crn:c.'tion Co::rini'Ltee explained t'he struggle to the
Neighbourhood Assoeiations (Associones de veci::os) n"od other connj-ttees ar:d

social centres.

tOne reason why the Cor.ipan;' nculd not gi-ve ln'bo our denands was beca1rse

the'exchanges lrere arutoma-tic. trIe decided i;o sabotage the connections between
the major toorr.s b3z rnaki:rg ca]-}s :-n sueh. nlunbers as to jam i,he Iines. In Be"rcelona

we w"r" able to jain 6Cr.0C0" lie ini;ended to keep the nost iliportant lines open

but r+e vrere e.riciecl fror,i the exchangec eLrr)-rrero unable uo do so. 1Je explajned
this iJr leafle-hs ,,re ha:r,-1ed out. Thc French., Sng-l-,sh and I'r;a1ian uniors gave u!
su;oport'bhrough CIT.-iigl, of .i:r!g:.':ii.;iorur1 calls were boyco'Lted ard by ihe Surday
it,-r.res j21ayrneri that it tro:.rld be a -tota1 boycott. Unfortunai;ely j,hjs djd not

lA'b the begirni:rg of i:he struggle we stayed i:r the social centres bu-b

the police lhrer,r is o'rl.'rl iie then 3a'bherc,d in the P).:aza Catal-una (-bhe cenl,ral
Square j.1 Barcelona-).1,1e urent * !,.o.tpu passi:rg out leaf}-'ts and j:rformatj-on

fii.J.etj::s to lxsseri-b;.. If -bhere lras al conpany near an ilxchange people would
go and explai:: t+i1y tle trrrclo ,e-i;::ij;i:rg. tr'ie o::ganised coilectionS for each Ex-
Ih*rrg", Uiforlurr*:b"iy, though, 'u.he s'u,r:i.he co-l-laroSed" The st'rjhe loolced aS

tnou[n i'h r,rould col-tj:nre c,ve:r-'bhe hoJ-i-da.ys (ncty i"deek) -vrhich made thi:rgs diff-
icuJ-[. fnen, at-r',he ]-asi assenbl,y i'c wa$ Iearned -Lha'c the coni?ract had been
talcen to the J,abour Cor.u:t anC the 0onpany h.ad announccd that 'bhose workers
r,fuo o.:d not rer,qrn i,o i.toik uhiJ.e 'Lhe Courb i.Is-s siiti:tg r'rould be cljsmissed''
Then on l{o-iy th.grsCay-th.e Ccn-rpary gerle ug un'trJ. n:id-day'co re'bifrn to r.lmk

anC threatened dismissal ior at]. ihose -r.rlio cljd no'bo People began to be afrajd
ard j:r naqy Exciran:ges '6he)' rei,urnecl i,o worLi'

rlt js r,rorth nalcing scme frrl.he:: oofluaent,s, Tne potitical parties play-ed

no i:rp-ortall.ror" j:rthe striiu Einc.e they had no longeilthe means to control
-U:e s-i:r:!he througir-bhe 0C00, The ne-i^riistruggle coiir:litteesrimeant that the':CCoo

;;i; ""{ 
A:r"ct i;he st.ruggIe but n:.d to aicept 't'he wiil of -the assemblq'. .,.

Iileal1y 11re CC00 shoqlci co-ordj:rg.i',e -bhe s-l,ruggles lrri'bhjr,r the oompany ad Yith
oi:her tonpanies a.s an ir:depenilan-b wot'liers? fiovenenf," At i;kre ,oresent time lhey
are unable to do tl:,is because 'i;hc;:r eire manipulited b;r the pol-i-tical parties.-
li 'urru present tj:re ue are naiting i;o lee,'"rhat sanctrons the Conparry will take.

agai:':St th.e r.rc::ker,s i.iilo tient on sirike and rue r'rliI ihen'balce count'er-meaS'ufbs't
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plus pcstage) lry Liz lil1lis. i;s the au'bhor points
1j--b ."*orot, be assuiaecf i;ha'i r,rhen hfu i;oria..s write

iipeopl-e ?i ov' Iil^lo3i.ersrr the;I nean ldomen to aqr-lhing
the ,sane extcrli; a.S r:,1eni o 'l'he pa.nphle't highllghis
of 'bi:e aspeccs, both pcsi'iive atrd negativo, j:l
i-arge$' igncred arca.
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13*rce/o rlr -:k
The f ollcx^iir'lg.piece is talcen fron a slandesiri-ne docliers r neiuspaper3 r6e

thj:rk ii would be a gocd tl:i::g to"Ll:j:rk a.boi.rt the latest conflicbs we h.ave
seen j-n the doctrcs, evt:n if r,,ra cantt cover every'ilhing.'[,Ie iaighi come up r"li"i;h
sone solutioirs wiiich could servc i_rs jn future struggles.

tTLe-SSgqIbJJ{, as a rieans of discruslng all orrr pr:oblerns must be tJre
standard way of resolvi:rg all the sltua'bions iha'i face us. The asse::ibJy nrust
not be nonopolised by 3i']yone..L1ver;rone should 'bake part jn i-b to combai thepssivity of the nra,icr:itv. this passivif often stei6 from the difficulty of
hearing and uidersi;a"noing the lrerson spea-k'ing although we have sonre litt1e
extrnrience of this kirld of meeting" Some t,achnieal neasrrres aright help -fe exanple a- megaphone. We should have soneone, not r."""ssardy alrrals the
sane lsrson to act as chairman co-ordinati:rg the cliscussion and synthesising
ideas to iaaico discussiorl easier.

tIn{prfia*iop, People who l,.re eiected at assemblies as retrx.esentatives
and are charged wiih a par-i:lcurarbask shouid i<eep the asseir.bl;. con,ci:ruouslyj:rforned" Elected represen-t;a'iives nus-b propo€e onl;v what the asseiably has
decided, addilg no'chi:rg. t:le saw in the last conflict horr inforraatiorrwas not
brought-Lo the asscrably" our f:rst demands voted. b;r i,he assenbly were changed
to o'i;hers in.riew of i,he negative rcsponss of the boss ancl we were not informed..

tlhe-Slgilig. This showed -t,ha'b dockcrs ca:r unite at a given iaorcent in
response.to.-bhe j:ajus'bices of the bosses, -bhe z-.u'r,horities and the unj-on bureau-
crats. But tite assenbly a.-L which it was decj-rled i;o re"btrrn 'i:o l+ork was an
e:<ample of what r+e should not; allow tc happen. )uri:rg -i,he whole iteet:-ng we
allor+ed 'i:he bureaucra'bs to say wha'b bhey ldced. There l+ere people rnrho had no-bhing
'bo do ui'bh us or our problei,s reilinding'us consl!an1,1)r of ihe clanger j::volved
in contj:iui:rg tire stoppage and:.rs.ki:rg all ltinds of thyeats. koi:ri-ses liere nede
- on condi'Lion wo didntt ilalie 'ooo nucli noiso aLnd behaved ourselves - pron-tjses
that i;he bosses couldnr-b and didntt want'bo carry oui:. /ri tha_t asscnbly we
voted that r,le would not give way ovGr orlr i:ropcsals and r^re called fe the
cl jsnissal of j:refficj-ent unj-on re iz'osenta-i:ives. Tet oirr poirrt were not agreed
to, nei-ther ll1cre i;he:'e anJr rei:ren^La'i:iveS reiaoved, ,.iver5r-[i1ing had been go-t back
to nornal - yet r,re di noi go back on strike.r

C;'
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I ITALY TI-1 IS SUMTUTR

As you read these 1ines, the Ttallan elections have probably
already been held (tiris arti.cle was written in mid-l.iay); polit-ica1 negotia-
tions are probably going on which r.right bring the Communj.it, Party into tire
governmentl and some of you may be thi-nking of Italy as a vacation choice
for the revolutionary tourist- What fol1or" *.y help you to choose and in
the processr I hope, dispel some illusions and stimulate some debate.

f dontt apologise for the somewhat tmarxistt flavour of this
article: arnple space accorded to the economic crisj-s, analysis of -the ruling
class and of the trad left, etc. To concentrate exclusively on the working
class and the libertarj-an left doesnrt help one to understand them better,
rather the opposite: nothing is grasped of the situation in which they fight,
the strength of their enemies, etc., so no real understanding is possible of
the importance, the deficiencies ancl the potentialities of their struggles.
liarxist traditional attempts at overall analyses, at rgrasping the nature of
the historical epochr, are not wrong in what they attempt, but rather in
their actual limitations. ff attention is always focused exclusively on the
same secLor of society, one's vision tends to become partial and. parochial;
the. sense of what'one is at and vihere one is going, .rrd the capacity to teel
what is achievable and what is not, graclually get lost" Cver-optimistic
expectation,s are then easily fo1low*a oy disappointment and despair (over
Portugal, for instance).

2 SCMT I3ACKGROU\JD
Is ltaly 6oing to become state capitalist? Is'it heading towards

a big social clash, like in Chil-e? fs the situation there promising for the
libertarian left?

These questi-ons ari-se because an unexpectedly large leftward swing
of public opinion has made a United.-Popular type of cabi-net (ruith the PCI -
Italian Cornnunist Party - and the PSf - ftalian Socialist Party - pIus, perhaps,
sma11e1 groups) enjoyirig,rla.'iority support in Parliament, a very probable out-
come of the present el_ections

the rnain cause of this shift is clearly the patent inability of
the Christian Democratj-c Party (OC - Democracia Cristi-ana) to get Italy out
of its worsening economic crisis.

The origins of the crisis are to be found in the economic cholces
immediately af ter ';orld i'r'ar If . Italy ernerged from that war a serni-
industrialised nation r,rith low inoustrial and agricultural productivity.

] I;\ v
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The PCI, havi-ng decided that a revolution was impossibl-e, set aboul helpingthe transition of ftaly toward.s social democracy, and perhaps socialism afterthat (accepting, in practice, a nel,^/ form of Bernstein-typu itrategy). al- 
-

that point two road-s were available for the ltalian u"onomy, proiectionism,or liberalism" The us;i was pushing for the second in rtaly, cl.*rny, andJapan. In Japan protectionism vras maintained and the resu'tt is Japants
present-day economic strength. In Germany the economic base was very strong(and much less d.amaged by thu ,*, than is usually supposed.) ,r,J- riu*ralisation
thus allowed Germany to compete in foreign markets.

In Italy, protectionism never had a chance, for the additional
reason that the new bourgeoisie had to distinguish itself from Fascism, whose
econornic policy had been protecti-oni.st " So liberalism (and later membershipof the EEC) r,las imnosed. The result was to allovr an teconomic miracle, vrith
Srave hidden weaknesses, which r,,'ere to become apparent in later years. The
impulse to growth came from industries which needed only mod.erate capiialj-nvestment, and not too advanced. a technology: mainly consumer duratle-*
industries - cars, televisions, refri-gera.tors, washing machines, etc. The
technologically more advanced ccrnponents of their products ,""u, anyway,usually imported from abroad.. Low Italian b/ages guaranteed internritional
competitiveness.

The rtalian 'economic niracrer of 1951-53 (oo"ra51e growth rate 5.3%,rising to 6.6it" in i)J)-6J, second only to Japan and Germany among capitalist
nations) was thus essentiarly based ot ]ow rrlgnu. These nai" rp for the
weaknesses of the ftalian economic structure, particulerrly technological
inferiority, by al1owin5; rtalian rabour-intensive industry to compete
internationally "

But this siluation couldnrt last for ever. Raplcl econorrric growth
itself decreased unemployment, vrhich had been kept high by agricultural
reforms that distributed land but in so doing fragmented land holdings;
nany of the latter were too snall for profltable utilisation, especially in
the south, so that migration to the north continued.. But at the end of the
fifties demand for labour, especially skilled labor,rr, started rising faster
than supply. The bargerining power,of t}:e working class rose; and at lhe
same time its mood was changing too, in the direction of grei:ter militancy"

The northern indu"strial working class had been taliing in many
young workers and many 'immigrantf vrorkers from the south. Ihese proved"
to be not only combative, but also less concerned .than the older generati-on
with questions of party and ideoiogy. The nevr workers r,yere thus able to
achieve a certain unity of struggle that had eluded the leadersirip of ihe
politicalf)' and ideologically divided. unions.* Also, for the most part, the

* Besides the main socialist-communist trade union federation (CCff,) there
also exist in Italy a DC TU federation (CISL) and a social-democratic one(Uff,). The last two were created in the early fifties, with the help of US
moneyr to weaken the CGfL,-which remains nonetheless bigger than the two
others put together.
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new generation of workers was absorbed in the assembly lines of expandingindustry' Here the fragrnentalion of the work process and the reduced 1eve1of ski1l required for each task began to break down the o1d hierarchy oflabour and the attitude of craft-professionah-sm typical oi ;i;"" skitredworkers.

Thus it is at the start of the sixties that the problem which sti11exj'sts today begins to emerge: continued. industrialisatio" 
"uq"ired. controlover a working:1.:" 

1f_Erowing strength, in a country where, on the contrary,the working class (until then relativery sma11) ancl the organisations rep-resenting it vtere total-Iy excluded. frorn official politics, and the wholepolitical machine r,vas controlled by organisations - the DC and other smalrerpartiqs - i'rhich were the expression of the all-iance of industry with aparasitic, backward landlord class and middle class. From the early sixti-essome seetions of tne bourgeoisie.advanced the project of modifying Italyrspolitical structure in the direction of co-opti-ng the r^rorking clarss for thedevelopment of rtalian capitalisrn via a social-d.emocratic solution, Thesocial forces interested in industrial expansion were able to impose acentre-left cabinet(DC, psr and. smar-rer plrties) in t96j- riu-trsk was tokeep the working crass quiet by effectin| some reformsr e.g. a pubrichousing progranrxe' more hospi-tals, more lchools, better per.sionl, etc.
The urgency of the 

-prograrxme was made clear by the first victoriesof ihe working cIass. rn 1952t after several year,s of growi-ng labour unrestand unsatisfactory contract settlements, all tire main "it"gories of workerstrent out on strike" The number of hours lost in strikes tilat year was thehighest since the war, and would be torped only by the massi"" ui"ir..u-oi""
\9t9. Aver:age hourly wages for indusiri.r:. ,o"tnur" junnped LB.6iL bebweenL)62 and '53"

This w.es ertou6'il. to bring ou| the weaknesses of the L,alian economy.capitalists answered by raising prices; but in tliis wi.y they lost some
international competitiveness, r,vhile at the same ti-me the increased spending
power of the workers was increasing imports, especi-a1ly of agriculturalproducts. (ttre d'eterioriition of Itafian agriculture also meant a lowernational agricultural product, especially meat, produced at higher costs,which in turn meant increased de;:endence on foreign imports). Ttre deficitin the balance of pa;tnents was eured by a restriclive credit policy which,together with the squeeze on profits caused by higher wages, itarted a two-year recession.

This crisis weakened thc working class. But at the sarne time it
weakened those social forces insicle the l:ourgeoisie which urcre intorested inthe shift toward.s social-dernocracy" Thus the centre-l-eft Cabinets mad.e almost
no reforrns, and the few urhi-ch were approved were not implemented at a1-1 , oronly vcry slo,,vly,and partially. The problem of tcontroiring' the ,niorking
class was not solved. The temporary weaknes,s of the latter allorue<1 a furtherspurt of growth in L966-58, but this vias obtained essentially by speed-up,with next to no investment in more r"rod.ern technology. Thus ihe- industrial-structuz'e was becoming rnore antiquat:d, and interrrationally }ess competit.ive,
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just when econonic grororth was reabsorbing unemployment, lvorsening work con-ditions were making the workers increasiigt-y angry, anc the political scenewas witnessing the birth, 1n rtaly too, oI in* new iniernatiorral source ofunrest , the student nover.ient.

The trade.q unions' gradual loss of control over workersf struggles,and the growth of the student movement went together. In ,6? and,68 themajority of rtalian universities saw occupations, fights with the police andwith the fascists, demonstrations, etc. Frorn the very first, the studentsnearly everywhere harshly criticised the PCi and ttre ius controlled by it asreformist and betrayers of the revolutj.on. Thi-s radical stance, and con-tacts between students and. workers, contributed to the vreakening of thelatterrs allegiance to trad.e unions and PCr. lJildcats, unofficiar strikes,go-slows and sabotage increased rapid"ly in ,51 and,68.

The trade unions - all of them, even those tied to the DC - hadto move fast to the left in order not to lose control of the workers completely.fn the so-called 'hot au.Lumn? of 1969,,ir""-ifru contracts of all major cat_egories of workers were due for rener+al, the trade u.nions blere compelled todemand very big r,rage increases ancl some control over the work process, and. tosupport their demands with prolonge<l strikes - otherwise the r,.,rtrkers, supportedand inci-ted by thousands of politicised students, vroulcl have gone on strikeon their ourn. As it vras, the struggle vias often not led by the unions, andits forms - occupations, internar demonstrations, etc. - rL"" not favoured bythem' After fc2 rnillion working hours had been lost in strikes, the dernandswere won. Cn everage, w€iges increased by 24%"

This period of struggle also saw tire rapid spread of new forns oforganisation 1n the factories: (f) tne general assenblyolall workers (l-ater,10 hours per year for such assemblies, ii company time, were to be guaranteed.by national 1aw); (2) shop rdelegates'1 (3) conrnittees composed of thesedelegates, soon to evolve into ,factory councils' i"or.igfi ii-i"nbrica),which in turn wou1.J spa!/n 'ind.ustrial Lone councils; i".i"igii oi zona)within the cities, intervening on issue.s such as housing, etc.
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The delegates lvere elected by, and came directly from the partic-
ular shop, rvork-tearlr assenby-line section, etc., iuhich they gere to repre-sent. Originally, the councils were dorninated by very nilitant workers,often revolutionalry' usually very critical of tul traae unj-ons (but not oftrade unionism). But as they acquired serni-official status they were rapidlyrecuperated by trade unionists (sometimes the unions started thl factorycouncils themselves). Today thi-s type tends to be in the majority anO itiecouncils are usuaily considered just one more bureaucratic rmed.i-atingt
mechanism replacing the trade unions in negotiations over matters whibhonly affect thc firm, e.g" vlork-speed, etc.

.,, , The other big novelty was the birth of political organisations
composed essentially of students and ex-students, for. the mosl part
variously leninist and usually pro-China. Out of il_.pse emerged the tree
Sroup,s now dominating the erevo.lutionary leftt scene - of which more later.

3 TF{T I3CURCEOISIE
The workersr vrctory further weakened the ltalian econorny. Their

i-ncreased. spending polder again caused an increase in imports and a consequentdeficit in thc balance of payrnents. This was again the excuse for a restric-tive econoroic policy lghich ciused a new crisis, this tine accompanied byinflation; but tlae new strength of the viorki-ng class remained such that,
up to L974 at least, wages increased faster than prrces.

The capitalistsr answer \./as more inflation: 6.+ii in t9?2, 72.4%in 1973t ?1.67; in L974, over 25i5 tn tg?5, increasc,s in thc. prices of essential
goods often being even higher. Fr;rther restrictlve measurel adopted in
Deccrriber '/J resutted in a rapid gror,,'th of unemployment. prod.uction hadactually dech-ned in L9751 unernploynent is now around 5.?% and on the increase.Sinec 1974,, real wages have been eroded., But the econoniic situation has not
improved, and the balance-of-paynents problem has hecomc so despcrate as to
persuade the other liEC mer,rbers to accept excc.ptional neasures a-gainst importsto Italy. *

The crisis is indeed deep. Since L953-G4, Ital_ian cai:italists have
been i-nvesting very littl e, and the increasing technological 1ag has madeItalian exports less and less conpetitive. untir Lg?o, when politicat fears
slowed down the processr numerous firms were being taker: over by foreign cap-ltal" ftalian subordination - already heavy because of debts - increased
further.

* lviore information, with a slightly diferent slant,
the present ftalian crisis is available in J,B. & R.
l'lonthly Review, January 1976,

on the background to
Proctor, 'Ita1y!,
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lill this causrda crisis of the social coalition (between. industry,landlords and r:riaale cl-asses) whj.ch had found ils expression in gre. uninter-upted rule of the christian, Democrats. This i. noi-n-;;;;i-p;;r;;;";;;"i;"-:a11 capitalist nations, which are subordinated to strcnger ones 
-i".-ltlty'i"

to Germanli' &rid the USA), there is usually an ilneasy coexistence of twoclusters of bourgeois interests (corresplnding to two possible develop-ments) which in a crisis becornc two opposed fJctio";: -i;;-;"isntr 
or boro-nialt bourgeoisie 1i.ves on remnants of outdated pri-viIege. (rriroauctivc

middle stratal landlords, etc.)1 on toceil industriir" "rEuidi;;;-to foreigncapital, a1d, on the administration j.n loco of imperi"ii;;-;;;rlii"tirr";?'the country; the rleft' or tnationaffiTourgeoisie is inte-re"i"J'i""a;: .

veloping national capital in corypsrb:Lt:Lon against- foreign capital. Thedescriptiorr'1eft'.iLdueffi1atiertodeve1opananti.
-imperialist, populist icleology, often accompanied by the prornise - andrif they win, often the iniplemeniation - of iocial-democratic reforms. rnttis wayr^the tleftr bourgeoisie seeks to win the working class over to itsproject sf class collaboration between national capital and the workers atthe expense'of fo.rei.gn capital, of 1ocal groups tied. to it, and or =o*" pri_vileges of the niddLe classes arrd renti""-groirp". Ilence its readiness tonationalise foreign-owned entefprises, and its populism. . . :

The fights betwccn these-two factions are rnany and casy to recogni-se,especially in ratin America. rn Peru and venezuela thl '1eft, Lourgeoisieseems to have the upper hand; in chile the rreftr bourgeois interestsexplain the christian Democrats' inj.tial suppori of Allend"'u por-ililu; inArgentina, Peronisril wa6 a specific form of -'left' 
bourgeoiu poirti"*.

A S*nu OALLilR1 oF MAnx$rs:

NATIONATIS?- RELIGIOUS. MILITANY. SALON.fiEVrSr0NtsT-
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Local Con:munist Partj-es usually support the left bourgeoisie"
In Britain, for instance, the CPrs economic prograrflrie is vcry similar to
Tot:y Benn's' and its kernel is protectionj-srn-wiin natj-onal-i"ition of allbig capital, i.e. both foreign-owned rnultinationals, and. the British ones
- too much tied to their oi,in forei-gn inte-.rests -, while national tsmallr

capital is to go untouched.

fn ltaly, a country in nany ways similar to Latin Arnerica (corrup-
tionr econornic privileges of the micidle classes, enornous parasitic state
bureaucracyr patronage, existence of poor peasants, etc.)r-the reformist
bourgeoisie is not easily distinguishab,le from the'conservative, but thecrisis seems to have polarised the factions and to have $trengthened therleftr. State-controlled industry, largely an i-nclependent poiitical force,
and until recently a DC stronghord, seems to be prepared to shift its
allegiance from the DC to the f leftr, fi-ring its moit conrf,ornised directors.
The old fight between state*controlled industry and private capital also
seems to have been suspended: one of the big bosses of public capital,
Cefis, is Vi-ce-Presid.ent of the Italian equivalent of the CBI, wirose Pre-
sident is Agne11i, FIAT's boss; its riouthpiece, liilan's newspapgr 11 Giorno,
is openly reforsist. Big private capitalf s own newspaper, 11 borrffi-
de11aSera,the1argestandmostprestigiousIta1iandai1y,ffirose
to openly advocating the PCI rs 'historic compromise' (a pCf-pSI-DC govern_
ment). In addition, the DC has recently been unable to smother a number of
scandals, the latest inplicating the Republi-c's President himself, Leone,
in the Lockheed affair. Since this didnrt use to happen before, it seems
a further sign that an funportant section of the bourgeoisie has withdrawn
its support from the DC.

" This shift in the balance of forces withj-n the bourgeolsie has
also been influenced by the general swing to the 1eft, shown in the refe-
rendum on divorce (i';ay 1974), when 59?.1 of the votes vrent against a proposal
(supported by the Church) to repeal a law admitting divorce in sorne instances,
and again in the 1ocal and regional elections of June ,lJ, when the PSIrs s
share went up 425 and the PCil s 6?1o, the rrevolutionaryr groups rnustering
almost 2?l of the votes (a total of 4TJ% for the left). The DC's total
loss of credibility due to the }atest scandals m.:kes it likely that in the
present elections Lhe 47,3% wiLL increase ta over 5Ai. Another inportant
factor is that the DC patronage system, its real basis of support, is being
seriously weakened by loss of control over numerous 1ocal adrninistrations,
and by lack of funds to rdistributer through various subsidies and other
forr,ls of corr'uption, due to the econor:ric crisis. The latter ciccumstance,
whlch pre-dated the elections, probably goes sone way to explain the crisis
of the DC: with a weak ideological basis, the loss of patronage means the loss
of a very high proportion of voters" All this clearly compels the bourgeoi$ie
to seek new alliances.

' But it is not certain that the tleft'faction, although stronger
than before, is strong enough to vrin, nor that it is ready to accept the
entry of the PCf into the goverrunent coalition. In a recent interview,
Giovanni Agnelli, President of FIAT and tradiiionally the main spokesman
for rmoclernf capital, has ccme out for nationalisation but against the PCI
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in powerl his brother, also a manager of FIi,T,the elections. tunong Italian capltalisis therettty opinion unfounded., that ftaly can be got outto shar:e power with the pCI.

is to be a DC candidate in
seems to be a hope, in
of its mess withoqL having

4 TI-IE COfuf IV1 LI\I IST F'ARTY
rn other word.s, the st,rength of the r.rorking class scares thebourgeoisie, r'^''hich is not certain that the pcr wouf(l be able arnd wirlingto controi the norkers. The weakness of the reforrai.st faction of thertalian bourgeoisie goes a rong'way to explain the pcr," pori"il:."""
In ftaly a strong social deraocracl, never developed, 1eflectingprecisely the weakness df the reformist fortes. The strategy of the pcrafter 't'Jorld i/ar Tr c:rn be char:-:cterised as an artempt to nake up for thisdeficiency, and to d.evelop into a social-democratic party, i.e. the instru-n:ent for the insertion of the working class ir,to 

-liu*;;;i;i;i 
;oliticalgane' This transition from hard-1ine stalialsrn to reforrnism and co-operation wi"th national capital had_to be "r"r, because of the resistanceof the base (sti}] largely'b1ue_coll-ar workers) and because of the weaknessof the social-dernocratic Lption_ in a country ,o backward. in so aany u/ay6,and with such a high levet of clasu .tr;;;l:..-

Radicar, in words and, for as rong as there was no chance ofgetting a share-of power, in the institutiols,-the pcr has 1et its social-democratic 'souU emerge as sooh.a._a cha.n""-Jppuu"oa; but, in view of thenilitancy of the working cr-ass, it has deerced i.t n*""""ar17 to nake everypossible effort not to i"*r* the bourgeoisie. Thus it has proposed the'historic comprimise', i.e. a nc-pcr Jottauorarion in which it"-is implicitlyconceded that the ord pourer srructure ;;;;;;;;=--io"'p";; ;; conrrol andveto' This presuplioses a converg*rr"u Lf interest-= br-tureen the working c1ass1elements of the niddle class hurl uy th.;;i;iJ, and the ,reformistlbourgeoisie, expressed concretely in the pcrrs cu*ent prograr{me for'rationalisingr rtalian capitalis* ir.""rgrr-i"io"*u and centralised pla.nning -not by further nationalluriiorru but throigh state or,,rnership (after recenttakeovers on a ma'sive scale of firms or. iir" brink of benkruptcy, stateholdings contror sr:me 5a?6 of rtarian inciusiryi--rnu alrn is to eliminateinefficicnt and parasitic sectors of the econoriy, develop agriculture anddomestic enerSy sources, and favour nrore produ.cti-on for collective needs.
Eut this is arl to be done within the rinits of the presentexport-ori-entated rnodel (Eric rnembership, 

"o,prot"ctlonisr;i, etc.), and isthus in nany ways a riore moder:,.te pro€{raiitme than Tony Bennrs for the IIK,reflecting the greater '+eakness of ihe rtari.n eccnoriy (no coal, no lrorthsea o:-1' agricu1."":*.in !?o shape, etc"). ci""n these conctrai-nsts, andthe guarantees ilrat ihe pcr offers to the olcl por,ver coar-ition, it isimpossible to inaginc thr'rt the crisis could be'overcome and the ,rationaris-ation' carried' through rvithout working clii.ss living standards being sacri-ficed alrnosi as rauch as *rose of the ,ai-aar" classes, ar:d corlecti_ve consu*p_tion decreasing, for a nurnher of years" the pcr knor,vs this. rts plan seerrs
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to be to get the workers to accept it by offering thern a bit less inequality
of incomes, less corruption, fewr:r delays in implententing public spending
programnes, rnaking buses and trains run on tine, and so on. The necessary
for.u exist already. A reform of taxation, if implemented - which it hasnrt
been so far, after three years - would of itself drastically reduce the
incone of the upper stratar and ensure the state an enornous inflow of
6oney. But wou.1d the political determination to ir".rp1er,:ent these laws exist,
with the DC stil} in governnent? Another }oophole is unemplo;rment r fituch

less easy to eliminate in a capitalist econony, on vrhich the PCI has next
to notiring to saY.

In spite of the weaknesses of its positigg_,- unce:ztainty about
support from a strong enough section of the bourgeoisie, and doubts-"b?yt
thl feasibility of i-ts econonic programme - the PCI was confirned, in the
L9?5 elections, as !}g party of the working class. fts biggest gains were
ln iir" heavily i-nciuffiial areas. Votes for the rofflcial revolutionaryr
1eft, on the contrary, were about the sarae as in t9?2, and mostly middle
class, frorn students and ex-students: the support of the left r.right how-

ever determine whether or not a PCI-PSI Cabinet obtains a majority"

5 TI-18 OTFICIAi* LIFT
During the present elections there will be one electoral list,

Proletarian Dernocracy, with candidates from all three main political
groups to the left of the PCI:

1) PdUP', founded by ex-PCI and ex-PSI members, which supports the
fornation of a new social bloc of the left (i'Cl, PSl' PdUP, and anti-
capitali-st Catholics ) ;

2)@ex.trotSkyistswithstrongstrarldsofthird-
worldism, also favouring a united front of the left;

I SPEAK M ffiE PEOPLE

}f,{EN I SAY, 
,,LET 

N{E

PEOPI.E SPEAK Fffi TI#I{-
SELVES !,,
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l)--**+9!-gg' more explicitly anri-pcr than the other two, noreoprlnlstlc about the prospe'ct of a revolution in the not-too-distantfuture, but sadly confused at the theoretical }evel, oscillating betr,reenentrisra into the trade uni-ons and anti_tr:r,de_unionism, and fron boycot_ting elections (rgzo) to 'rvote pcr, (rg1a, rgi| or irvote for us* (now),once the biggest of the groups with about'3o,ooo members, it h;; decrinedconsiderably and no,rr ,numbers, rike the othlr two, betureen 1o and 15thousand niritants, fcui-fifths being students or ex-stud.ents

conrnon traits of these groups. are an i,complete rejection ofstalinism (syr,rpathies for china), he*rry elements or inira-roildirn, (supportfor anti-ir:perialist national struggr""),-r"o 
-ir"x 

of an alternativestrategy to the PC.r's. logether with their acceptance of the electoral
Sane ' this 

'ieans that they ar1 act , in effect , as 1ef t-r"ring variernts,and thus cover versions, of tho pCi tine; Tn-*e nost explicit is the pdllp,dnd especially the ex-pcr 'l.ranifestor group, which clear.Iy states thatthere is no chance of a revolution in fne ior""uurure future and thatthe'PCr is still the cruciar force. The task is therefore, they say, toprevent the PCf fron sliding too rnuch to the right. *

frora much snialler naoist, leni-nist and
more fragrnented scene of tlie non_trad

* fn ftal-y, the
win seats, ancl

proportional Representation
there is alnost no dispersal

exists. Very small parties
of votes.

S WOfr,KII]S AUTONOMY
Apart from the above, and

bordighist sects, there is the rnuchlo,ft groups.

As far as f have been able to rnake out the organised, explicitlylibertarian left i-s very srnall. The anarchists are no more nurrerous than
1l t!9 m' except for the traditionall;,r anarchist area around Ravenna onthe Adriatic, which is econonrically and politically marginal; and there areno Sroups t^rith positi-on-s similar to those of solldr=lrI"or sociat Revotuqon,Thenumberofexp1icit1y1ibertarianpub1icatG;SanF;fboffi'
them is much smaller than in the UK.

This is onry the reflection of the sti]1 heavy domination of
leninisrn on the revolutionary left, The trouble is thatl with a bigcommunist Party turning refornisf, i: large space is created for a critiqueof the FCr as betrayer of the revorutionary cause, i.e, of leninism (or,for the rnaoists, of stalinism); the polemil against Be.rnstein and therrenegad'e l(autskyr reappears ln ner,v fora. Paradoxically, the pCI can tho.nuse some co*ect criticisrns of leninisrn and stalinisn aL parts of a
,Ju?,1--LIf:.til3 cf its own choices, and claim that it is nuch riore Gramscian(comrnunisr'r trith a human f;1ce' necessity to build first the cultural anclinstitutional heg'nony of the working i1r"r over the whole of society, etc.)than lenino-stalinist. This riiakes the task of-a critique of l-eninism muchnore diffrLcult, and also less centrar, than it is in Britar.n,
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The type of ideology predominant among people who are instinct-

ively.anti-PCI and anti-leninist tends, then, to bc a 'workerismr carriedto excess: the workj-ng class is.spontaneously revolutionary; letrs
struggle. ih ttie.factories, tlrat,s i11 thatrs needed; 

""orro*j-" struggleF
are diiectly politicaf i.e. revolutionary;'the revolutior, iu uro.rnd the
corner; etc. After the finst disappointnents, as the need. to confront
bigger probleras than those of the single factory becone evident, so does
the need for organisation. At that point leninisrn, never explicitly
criticised, creeps in and dominatc.s the field again.

This is the way Lotta Continqa developeci, fron a coordination ofactivists to a centralised organisation , and from a central-ised organisartion
to a party on tcritical leninistr lines - a party which, because it doesntt
openly proclaim itself leninist, need not answer any critique of leninism,
3lq i.1n fact nore doninated by the centre and lqss demociatic than, say,
llvrG 1n j3ritain" It is also, unfortunately, the direction apparently being
takdn by the so-callec f area of v;orkersr autonornyr, i.e. the ensenble of
loosely coordinated groups which, since L9?a-?3, have be.en criticising all
'official0 political g'roups and their policies of infiltrating the trade
unions.

These groups developed rapidly in Lgz?-zJ around a coupre of
groups of workers in liifan (a1fa Romeo) and Venice (Porto i',arghera) who
had been part of Polere OpeTaio (then dissolved). The main tenets of this
Sroup had been: a critique of the feninisi di-stinction betr,veen political and
econornic struggles; the political and thers.fore revolqb:!s4sr)' nature of
economic strugglesl an analysis of such struggles in rtaly ,E "*pr""sing aretusal of work, as being agains-L,lqprk, thereby rejecting trad.e-unionism and
such slogans as rPight for the right to workr

The workersr group-s tried, wherever they were nurnerous enough,to organise autonoriious factory asscmblies and to start struggles on
problems such as work hazards, pollution, speed-ups ancl reaundancies, on
which the TUs refused t.o intervene. rn sone factoriesr e.g. Alfa Romeo,
sit-sienrens, rnnocenti, they won their struggles; and in l9T3 many nore
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groupsr organised arounc. the emerging rself-red.uctionf *. struggles inworking class neighbourhoocis, expricitly declared themselves"iart ofthe rarea of workerst autonor:y'.

?Lre self-nanaged. red.uction of trar:sport fares and electricityand telephone charges spread rapidly fron Turin to nearly arl areasof heavy industry, and to the proletarian and rumpen-proletarianneighborhoods in large cities lhroughout rtaly. Hundreds of thousand.sof people participated; neighborhood cor.rnittels !/ere started in hun-dreds of places in order to coord.iiate ilre struggle, many of thenadhering to the principles of r.,.,/orkerstAutonony;. But iir many otherplaces, especialry in the Turin area, the TUs took over the leader=ship of the st.uggIe, and finally , in 1)14, the state agreed a natio-nal package with the unions on cost-of-riving allowances, includingrevised erectricity rates and transport fares. rn the areas wherethe unions had controlled the struggle, rserf-reductionr was stopped.rn many other areas, especialry anong the lumpen-proleiariat, it hascontinu.ed, but is now clearly in decline.

The inportance of this struggle has been two-fo1d.. on one
lldu r the integration of the Tus into the state apparatu.s has signiificantly itqtr'aseo: now they also co-manage d.ecisions i_n some areasof collective consumption, and they accoriingry shcw r,rore caution and.moderation than ever. on the other side, rhlulands of people, espe-cially housewives, have been politicised'b]. the strug5le and. have hadtheir-first experiences of new popular orginisationsl the lieighbour-hood comnittees" rt rnust be aaaea, though, that the latter are nowalmost everywhere rofficialr neighbourhoJd eo.uirralents of the factorycouncils, mediating between the neigirbourhboci and the local authorities,and are fairiy bureaucratised.

rt is very difficult to estinate the present strength ofrl'Jorkersr Autonomyr. Their papers are not very crear e,s to ho, *ur,ysupporters they have, often iron rr, unconscious fear of appearing weak.My irnpressj-cn is that, since 1974,, there have been alr,rost no instancesof groups of autonorrious workers being able to organise big strugglesin facbries. The significant except:-on was not a factory: in Rorneuni@r clinic tire presence of inany politicised ex-students amongthe doctors (and the invorvement of pcr- doctors and of ti:e T{-rs in thehospitalrs corruption) ensu.red rldo::kersr Autonomyr a najority atqnioF meetings_. Blg successes were achieved.: over_exploitation

rSelf-reductionf 
meeins

for oneself how nucir one
etc "

bill by oneself, i.e" deciding
pay for.transport, electricity,

reducing a
is going to
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abolished, status of state employecs recognised, job securitys imp:o-
vements in the running of Lhe state hospi-taI, etc. The result has been
a hysterical campa:ign against t-l,/orkerst Autonomyt comrad.es by ar1 the
bourgeois press ggg by the PCr, which has helped to frane sone of them
(PCr mernbers were among the d.octors attaeked as corrupt by the auto-
nomous 6group ) .

There are smal-l ancl , at the monent, alnost i-::.::tive groups of
rautonomous' workers in nerhaps thirty factories and about ten neighbourhood
conmittees. fn Rone their demonsirations gather around J0O0 people, a
large number by British standards but not in ltaly. Host of them, in a town
like Rome, are bound to be str-rdents. The groups seem to be evolving towards
a greater measure of coordination^ but without much clarity.

There are rnany signs of non-trad-left conciousness. Since L9?4,
all their papers argue for a struggle to reduce the working week to 35 hours,
paid as 40 hours - a proposal f consider very advanced - but so far they
dontt seem to have persuaded many other vrorkers" Refusal of the delegation
principle is comnon-place. Its clearest expression I found in the following
passage, fron a tsulletin of the Autonomous irroletarj-an Cornnittee of Naples
Post Office tdorker:s , (l,iarch L975):

ril/e al-l- knorv that ottiy struggle allows us to defcnd our standards of
li-ving and to nake the consciousness of the masses develop towards the
demolition of cl-ass soci-e-ty. But in o::d.er to struggle effectively it
is necessary to be able to get oi'ganised and, in fact, the workers,
more and more disgusted with the trade unions, turn to the conmittee
to know vihat to do, r.rhat to put in place of the o1d organisations.
They say something like this: '?You have denonstrated by strugglihg
that you. really defend our interests. iJel,-]-, fron now cn you must
represent us; . This shor"rs how tenacious is the grip of il-lusions
upon workers. ft isnrt enough to replace tbadr leaders with honest
militants in order to transiorn the nature of an organisation which
for more than |O irears has been integrated into the bossesr state.
Any organisat-cn r,rhich pretenCs to ?represent'i the workers,
deciding in th.eir place, is a trad.e '-.nion. i"e, a cog j-n the machine,
even if it is cal-l-ed a Proletarian Committee of Post Office lJorkers.

rThatrs r,vhy we propose that the r,rorkers j-n shops where the conditions
exist for starti-ng strugg)-es cn proletariatn objecbives, lhouId learn
to manage the .struggles autononously by organising in shcp comrnlttees.
But, after rvhat has been said, it rnust be ciear that these comnittees-
only exist because thc,:. ;.. -l,i'*6g1-" 6"iirg on and, when the struggle
is over, they do noi preterid to represent anybody" ff the vanguards
born in the struggle become staole delegates of the workers, then rihen
the ebb cornes and the majority of workers take no interest in negotia-
tions over lesser disputes, these delegates necessarily have to sub-
sti.tute thernselves for thei:: worknates in order to represent them vis
a vis nanagernent" So, in the next wave of strikes, instead of
stimulating the r,rorkers to take npon their cwn shouiders the weight
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of the struggle, they will automatically tend to keep for themselves
the.rr-rles of leadership and negotiation with the managenent, indepen-
dantly of - and even agai.nst - the strikers " . , As the cornrnittees
become more and more a reality, put into practice by workers in struggle,it will be of fundarnental importance to work for ttreir orgarric crnnuc-tion, because the only guarantee of victory for a struggll iu i1 it"
extension.

tTo sp'read the struggles, not to represent then or substitute oneselffor thern - this is the task of revolutionaries, ,

Unfortunately, the clanty of this text is exceptional, Usua11y,the papers and bulletj.ns are si-mply angry denunciations pius slogans, andthe attempts at political and theoretical und.ersranding ire ,rmr"d by heavy
language and the persistence of leninist nodes of thou[ht" For instance,Rivgllir $i classe (c1ass Revolt), pap"r of the 'i^jorkerieAutonorny'in Rone,carries thre fol-loruing (in a box under the title):

rfhis paper is produced by the novernent itself; it is the product ofthe organised struggles of the workers! autoncmy in dialeciical
synthesis with revoluti-ona.ry theory. l.li1itancy, tlr"o.y and. practice
come together ln this collective work.

rlhj-s is a paper open to contribi-rtions frorn the wcrkers t autonomyinterested in,the process of national centrrrlisation and, mrlregenerally, open to those political forces intent upon a serious andconstructive dialogue internal to the practical necessity of buildingthe arrned party of the proletariat r .

This language is clearly that of students/intellectuaIs, Infact, such pa'pers are often run by students rather than by workers. The
only atternpt I have found to cone to grips with the organisational problems,is the intervention of the I'iilan groups at a recent conference on oiganisa-tion(in Rossa, April 24, lg?O. i,,uL struck by how close it came to

UxSe il l.il lt] $0llr/\Illy,a
U

A paper for rrilitants j.n irdustrj' ard elsewhere.
Atternpts a total qit:.que of mdbrn soci-e-by, ,rrj u
systeriatic tdeiqrstjjica.tiont of its valuesr' ideas,anl fcrre cf organisaii-on. Discusses what riber-barian
.:cevolutio: is aII about.

Serd S2.00 t,o SOLD/'RITY, do LZj Lathoin RerI, Lordon E6to receive frythcor,ri:rg iiCIues of ilre paper ard pamphlets
to that va}1q.
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understanding rvhat is perhaps the crucial wealiness of the libertarian leftand the reason for its faiiure 'r,o win wider support, not only in rtaIy.
The intervention atterupts a critique of the rolkursi conncils iaeology,i"e. the idea that it is possible f,o run the,,,,rhole of society throughworkers' conncils - j-n their worrls, ras a proposal for proleiarian and
workers I crganisation for the dictatorship and the lransition to com-
munismr " rt argues that the non-honog*nuity of social interests, andthe conplexity of the productive apparatus ind of state functions,'are too great for iiirect rnanagenent by the riasses in such a decentra-lised fashion., ri goes on to note that this poses a contrad.iction,
because the only alternative is the (leninist) project of a revolution
'from abover, which inpl-ies delegation ancl representation, but the prac-tice of r+orkerst struggles refuses these principles. The contradictionis not solvcd? nor analysed in greater d.etair, tut an interestinginference is drawn: it is rot the single factory. but the state whichposes the crucial problerns; cne k/ay of t,acklirrg ih., is by;Efig -
battles for cc,ntrol of public expenditure"

r thiri{ th;i this contr.ad.iction is a real one, that it partlyexplains the con'ui-nurng appeal cf leninism, that not erren solidarity(whjch has consistently 
"iiti"i"*d the anarchist t"raiti."tffir.,"irrgto recognise the.probren) has done enough, even theoreticalty, to ovei- :

cone itl and r,re (i"e, all hberiarians)-shor-r1d work nore on it and onthe rerated problen cf vihy we seem to be uneble to overcome it.
I i'feantthrle, back in Italy... '-l-'he widespread riissatisfaction

r,;ith irade unions and ihe pcr, which was eviclent in 1958-6gr-su"*s tohave bee''' prevented, by the econorriic crisis, fronr finding vlider expres-sion that in snaIl Sroups of workers and stuclents whoss- influence seerjsto have ceclined further over the pa,st year" According to one ex--mihtant in Naples ir/orkc-rst Aulonony (r,rhose anarysis vias, r think,only slightly over'-pessinistic): rau.Lonomous ruorkcrs are doing nextto nothing in the factories, their papers ;irc produced by stulents and
ex-students, and the cnly things that sii1l happen arre ,'reappror:ri.ationsr
or rrraass pollticai- shoniingstt, ire,, nass aepreaitions of snops, r,lhich
have increasingly becone the ac',i.rit;r sl, young unemployed lumpen_pro1e_tarians v,'ith next to no political cons,:iousnu.ss, ,uirg-slogans as carnou-
rfdEU

Next to nothing is happening in the unrversities eig-ier, andthe secondary schoo1s movenents have been institutionalised by creating
elected representative crgans (smal-l school parliaments). oniy the
wollents novcrirent has kc-iru g:;:;:--;,-, :.--*nc t,,l ..bortion issue 

--1. 
o refe-

rendum to legalise aborti-on, whi-ch shorrid have been held this June and
wa6 suspended because of the el_ecti-ons, was expec.bed to win about 6cp6of votes. But it is 'ery fragnente<I arnong pcr, bourgeois-radicals,
groups attached to the tofficial' three parties to the left of the pCI,
l:d ind:eendentr- rnore radical_ grolrlrs. Recently, sc,me clemonstrations bythe lat,ter have been attaeked: by the poiice, r+ithout rprovocationr; onleagain, the ruring class does not tolerate rlon-rofficialr political .,
expressions.
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7 IN CONCLUSIC\I
?he econonic crisis and the struggles accompanying i-t seem,on the one hand, to have strengthened those social forces interestedin moderate reforms, €r,d. to have poriticised great nasses of peopre,on the other hand, it seens to have weakened. Ihu for"us expli-citlyinterested in more fund.anental changes, pushing the noderates to evengreater rioderation and destroying o, ,eriening all pc1ltica1 mover,rentswith clearly anti-establishnent positions, suln as the student spear_head groups and ri,Jorkersr Autonomyr. The resurt is the increasedstrength of the PCr, and ibs consequent candidacy as the agent fortilansforr;ring italy in'uo a social-democ.atic, rnodernr, capitalistnation.

The vreakening of the nost radica.l groups indicates (to me,at least) ttrat:i will be sorne time ]:efor" rn alternative to the pro_posal for rnodernisa+"iont of ftaly emerges, Futting it simply: nohistorical alternative has concretely cJunter-posed itself to thechoise between capitalist reformisn and. lenino--stalinisn; of these two,the vrorkers choose the first - nobody likes the Russian nod.e] any
i?13- *Thus the PCI has, for the mcmeni, tt" ,man,laterof the working

For hovr long will this r,randate last? This depends on twoquestions: 1) uil1 the rtalian bourgeoisie accept the cooption ofthe PCr into the running of rtalian society? - r think so, but any_
i,+ay the ansrrrer shouki soon becorne clearl 2l can the cooption of thePCI improve the sitrlstlon enough to avoid the rdisaff.ection' of ther'iorkers? This difficul-t question would have required a more thoroughstudy of rtalyrs econoni.c crisis and of the feasibl-1ity of various pro-posals for overcoriring it than I had time to rnake. Flores and Moretticonclude (in Nelir Left Review. 96,, pp.52-53) tnat a confrontation betweenworKers and capitalists is inevitable because the latter have no inten-tion of trying the social-denocratic/pcT road. However, this seensto rne to uner-estirnate three factors: 1) the strengtheni_ng of therleftr bourgeoisie and its openings to the pcr; 2) ttre *"Ir.""uu-'orradically different (sociaiist) alternatives, which, - avoid.:-ng theleninist voluntaris, of Frores and l.ioretti - must be seen as"refiec-ting a Ie?! v,reakness of the forces wanting a revolutiorii, Jj ,f."consequent strength of the pcrrs contror over the ,vorkers. -

* There are anarogies with the effcct of il:c crisis on the Britiahworking class. This shoul,l be the object of cliscussion: does theeconomic cri-sis vreake, the non-trad" left? And if it doesl why?** This v,reakness, a factor not linrted to rtaly, should also be theobject of serious discussion"
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Neverthelessr the evolution of the ftalian situa.tion into a
confrontation is not precluded. The bourgeoisie night categorically
refuse to coopt the PCI, or an international boycott engineered by the
USA might bring havoc to the econoriy, and in the, subsequent unrest and.polarisstion anything could happen. iJorkers mlght go on strike and
occupy factories on a bigger scale than in 1969; some frightened capi-
tal-ists rnight flee abroad, leaving the facto:'ies rrrithout nanagement
and compelling the workers to take them over. o. A wetl-known soci-al
dynarnic could then be established, which would in all likelihood
culminate in a c1ash. on the outcorne of the latter, r would be pessi-
mistic. The forces interested in radical tran.sfornation of ftaly do
not seem to me strong enough to beat both the internal and the inter-
nalt-onaJ_ enen].cs.

bhether pessimism is a good enough excuse for revolutionaries
to stay out of the struggle is another problen - r would say not(after all, there night be a new liay t5ii in Erance in support of anrtalian revolution, etc....). But illusions are d.angerors. r don'tthink, however, that thrs choj-ce will- pose itself in rtaly, at least in
the corning two or three years, unless forced. upon it by a conscious
decision of sone foreign power to obstruct rtaly's capltalist modern-
isation. An attempt at thj-s nodernisation, which will wil sufficient
popular support, rernains for ne the most probable alternatj-ve.

rn this situation, the task of small radical- groups will be
made very di.fficult by the irarticular concern to crush the extrene left
which always ari"ses when some difficul-t reform is to be attempted
a preoccupation well in the mi-nds of the PCI, as the episodes at Rorne
university clin:c show. A further illustration: the pcr did very
1itt1e to prevent the passing of a 1aw giving the police wider powers
to shoot, which is considered t have been responsible .for the killing
of sixty people, mostly left-wing, in the fifteen nonths since it was
passed. The 1eve1 of poliiica] violence is fairly high, a (r*elcome?)
shock to people cor:ring from Britairr - and seens to be risj-ng. rt
wonrt be all roses, then, for revolutionary tourists who choose ltaly.

tsut ftaly poses questior:s for all liberteirians, questions
which are, lndeed, not new. Thryarer.fundamentally: tlfhy do we
remain so few?t and t},Ilrat can lre do to change this situation?t

lilhat about a debate on these questions?

TI{EI,EI.M Ai\ARRES
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:Eg Anaa'AiE!_-Q.e}IesSivsq3 l,lo::kel s r_ ,s_e1f jilanagenent ia the spanishBevorution, 1%6!39"-ruito,i rry Q?T nglsors r^'iirr"..,. rntroductcryEssay by l,,!-rray Booirchia. r,rel Life fiii;il;xelr ycrr.k e 7g7A,. 45pp,S:3,/r5 (pai:erback)

9:l.Le-!&:-req:-i!*-t!e*furu.L&I,leytk.ili_o.s i:y Gas bon LevaJ.. Tbanslatedr.'ir:ir F olc:iarcl tr:n iie,:ncn T:lA;d ":i:;-L*t*- f"" ri, nZS. 358 pp.92.00 (papert rer:), ,t..r*"co i.r"i[J 
"

The eur:'ent upilr,r1ge of j.n.te-rei,t:" spain nay be occas_i-oned as nuch byrecent events aa by i;r:c ner.i;rj_es r:,r the Fs.sl,. bri.L. .i;here is no doubt that rlhathappened the.;:e ile;r.rJ{i :rgrt:, yeaf: 
"g; " uiji i.rL, ,-arge j-n the mirds of 1ib_ertariars . Th.cse tuo bci:],;s' ;.,rovi.Oo i t"l oi 

"uuf,oi nai:eriaL f or those whoseelr to cisen';;o,gle ;'i,:aixir, ci r.ca1:-# :roi ii,." "urior* ,q.ii.u,-
Bo'ih are concer::ej ,-ibh .i;lie experi-c::e ::3 .bhe Collectives, the con_st'ructive uork of -bhe Spenish Revolutioi: -,.rnj-ch ha; bcen ob:,;c,.red ar.d igneed.for years b;. orti-i,:crrx zr-ceienj.cs ar-n ti- Si"ijori:t left. liberiarians, on theotfSr.lrnla ha"va corio t:,:.-egard ti:e coi'r.e:-bj.-,res as a h:igh pcint of sel-f-activity oiT orcli:rar}'".peopicr ";r$1ca-.-*.* ii;j.r-soc:rt theo.ries, Mcst woirldagree that the ex'cetri.er:c= rus highly ;._[nr.iicint anj aakes " lo*p"::ing cla.iraor1 ouir a'Itentioc.. p:-i'r.;e rli: nol theref,;ie ha-ie ,;o cuspenrl 

"rr-iiris*.. ctr evadethe lxoblei* 'ics(ii l:;' , *-,-*=er s-,,ue;r of the subjeci.

. Sau Dolgof-'1ts bccl- -Lrreluccs e-r.,?-i.r'c:r fr'on 3cllc cf ihe best knom ardbeit infornecl rvri-rj-n3: o:r t-h.e $..rj-c;'1".r;,i, *;;- o:1 uhieh r,;ere no.b readirya.vailabl-e iu Engi::ih, I-i::il,:l }," ccv.e.ra"i- 
.i:,lt.kgror,.nd, 

a::.ticl-es b;r Dolgoff, adsupplied wii;h a GJ-cssar;', Bi.biiog::.:.ph;. a"d lfoe:< a.s r,rell u*, scne ill,.rstrations.fl:e rntrcuc'Lory essa]- by i'i.r::e,r*nooi,..*::.,a, in ti.., trrocess of getting sonesrrt cf crirer?-l] piil:ei;ecl;i-ve ci-.r. L.;e3i.s, *o"oa. ,tj: t"lith. one tr -bi.,c in.ierestingjdeas, prc-ri-Jing fgcii .ic-: -'-ircugh'ir bu't'r--r'i tc be s;uaLiy;ed. i,,hole" Fm Boohchin,'th:*s js {;he ias.c c;l i,,l:e g:eat fuoJ.o.i:a::i.an:revc,iutions, 
"in;;;o the ,c1a.ssicalez'a of proS-e"ba:,1air sccir.r-1ir;,, l:gi+g*t-(D9,. IIe **u, the'_*t;;d ruraf j:rfluenceas pcf,iTi';e." fe:.'t:-l_is:ng -bhe ie.vo}ut:ionaqy elera of the Bar.c3fo:ra profetariatas 1n i;he ce;cs cf, per-i.: ani r-,e'bi'og::sd e31i i"r, iibe:tariar. orl.rrxationalfo:ns fit j:rbo th.:; p:r-r'i.',a7'e as :l13-Egludf#--r""i1i,,3. r:yntheeis of the pre_ca.pi.tal:5t',,raij.iicns cil tl.e rri'rlrc,e..,i]+h rn j::c1..:r.rt:,iai econilrsr arui highlyurbanised socie{r. Tne more nag;tive ancl unribei.tgrian traditj-tru of villageiiie (e"g, r,e:ri.sri. xei:,cp:rcbiai"are nc.b enpkasiseO.

One c-tvicv:S orue.sti.o:: ihat arl$es eerly r:n:is tha.t of the anarchjstParti-sipation i: goveirrrr3rl't, i o.,; anrl r.rhy it ira,s allo,"ied tc happen" rt nq^r$eeil; to be genera3.l6: a.r:..:epteri b;, irn:.r.*hir;t: tha.f fi:,ere js a case to be ar:S_hrer on thjs :s;ri;: {;:,j.: c?nj:rrl'hs .,r*ry f-i."o;ii he.i"ilir. i.""esw iru-il. v"rrror1Richards' is*.ggs*-d-"-l;.,r.q*fu:,:i;,lh*B-lro.helar.:s;, ri,e=,ron .%els ) :.vw.l tl-a"rers_
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-;i\'.-r3:i$. Bookchin points 'r,o the tfa1lal couplingr of fl:e Ci{T (National Federati.on
c'f l:"bour * sirndicallst) with the FAI (Iberian Anarchist Federation) which
i";:a.15 that the rtheoz'etj-cal giantst of the ta'bter could clajm to spak for
.::;ri-r,:i:ed$ of thousands. Even ?:efore 1936, regular and close connunj-cation bet-
*;o;t r,Jorkers and jnfluentlal njJ-itants rras terding to brealc downl there uas
cr,l:liiu,3j.on about-Lhe locus of policy decisior:S, 'rhich were not always firrnly in
t'':'.-i hands of the rank anrl fjJ-e. Dolgoff confjrms tpi5) that rrhe fjrst open
r):::'iess of the Ci'trT, with 6001000 rotrresented, was also the last until A%6.It is in any case doubtful whetl:er djrect dembcracy could function irr a body
c,f cu*i: a size without careful planning of il;s mechanjsm.

I-n an excerpt fron ili-ErarLaA, Nirlit;rf*i4 (pp.50-61) we fi-nd teval too
i'.:-:c,ussing the decjsi-on io join'the Government, and weighing up the alternatives,
I-'';^*;. in 3l=celona, jl1 his opi::ion, prrblic support for the anarchists was limit-
ci ':o 3 vague gratitude. Any a.tlenp{s to 5:npose tanarchist dicta'i,orshipt (tr:s
l".)f';:e" p"53) r,rould have nade i'c textreinely difficult, if not altogei,her iip
'r-l-,-;ji:r:i,, to make the sociarl revolutionr. Thjs illuCItration of the anarchjs-bst
i.,,"i,.1'-:cc;.;ious identi4z as a group, thfu:king in terms of !!eir con'cnol, power,
*_,il.,i:':nrre, shows hol,r their r:wement had. beccr.ne j:: sone respects a quasi-parW
r,;*th i'is own organisaiional Ioya1qf .

I'io.l that Leval :s toi;a1Iy uncri'bical. He adnits (p.60) that most com-
::':..;.:,:, (;i.c) in official posj-tions came to see problems fron ih.e s'Late angle.
-r: uiil, hoi{ever, tha'c even i-f the collaboration was aceepted (post factum)
I - j:l::: iJenu:l of the CltrT, the rank and fj"le CIII.I-F'AI stilI worked for the rev-
i,:..;.."-i-oi:o It is with the rank and file/grass roo'ls activity -bhat the first-
r:ta:t1 a:i:ot;nts relrintred by Dolgoff are pr3:rarily concerned. Pejrats, Souclr5r,
.,.,','*--.:i:i, as well as Leval supply detajJ-s of the mganisation bt' the Spanish
.,-,:,':jir.n of sectors of fudr:stry and the econorry, in towr:s and in the countryside.
..,-'i:;curh.rut the enphasis js on prac'blcalities * day-to-day pcoblem.s ard hor,r they
' i r':- i:ai..',; r.lith" Thecry cories over as having heen vague and general, i:r.spirat-
: .,'.:1 :;ather than analytical cr critical,
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0f ccurse, ,Ietaj-Ls of hcr; the CoLl-ecti,res funcrli_oi.,ed are a vahd fieLdof s'budy, reievan-b'bo the 1:ro3ect or u. slrr-nrenage,J socieff. The effort topevent bu.rear-zcraey' fron oeveiopi::g End t" m.*:r.L- d;;;t"d"ioou"y is stj,la necessary preoccuFation.' me situateon in dpoi1,, i:owever, uas a long roray fromcon-"tj-tuij:rg a f'.iuy seif-nanag?g rcc:er;,, -.-i".t rccognised by nost conment_a'to::s ard uriderr.fu:ec b)'des"riF't:.o.r. or ti" r*rio* 
"*F*l.i"otu adopted byeven the r'iost tho--ough*goi::g cli--l.ectivjsts, rricioonta]:lr, thjs book observesthe, distinction beta.rlen":'o*[",r, co::rta"o]- a:"a ,+c:t<e*.s , slif_nar:.agement;norkersr contror- was sone'i:ii1s: intrauoet ;; ;. -eransi,bir-onar stage befcree:mroiria.bion"

Qe.spite the .]-initat:-cns a-c" u.rcve:: sp:eai cf -ihe revolutlon, it iselairte{ tirat rthe goai'rcr:a.rd r"'hi:.h tLe uori.ii* -n=r,",st:,i.rlng was clear enonlghr,Th5's i'nplies tha-i the:'e *r.-n*J, Jn s. jir3.$s $r:a1c, aob cnlv a determinationcoiiec'bi:rely ic:.asjs'l ci:presoii:::. br;.'L also a eiinred j-dea cf the kind of society. to',r'rcrk: fo::. g:e i:rate:i:.i'oii ,;hc cc}i.ecti_v*, i*li.*{:es that sone such visioncoulci be po,rerflF, y"rc3t, ha,"ever'"'a:i;e :n Jetnj-i and j:r4o:rslstent fuFEaptlca'i' atberipi: a't rcd.i,:atic,no 6tr,1 iryaerre: deepl.r r..re a.re :mpressed by thisue need nct e:;:r:'b i.i to i::c*ie " t;i"ue;:lr,.t i* onr situati-on ncnr.

in his ccr:cIuiji;;.., I;o.,trcffr endiraslte:: -bi:.: sisnij:i.cance of the rpopular':orscj-c:Jsness r c-e t':t; sl:ar.:,-+1: Rc.,;+j-uij-cn, anii- ithe a.ppr-i.e*tioa oi. the furd_';:;ntal co:g+;'.irc--|'*') pr,,":it:.,'.e;:: c,f a.n:rr,;l:i,;n o: ;r-ree so:ialisn tc the irnr:ned_latc praci'!ca1,- p;obleine of ire Spani;l: l o;1e"i. r:e.,-cir-:tlon,. T?ris accentuationcf 'bhe pmi.'rive tc -i,ne poin; t.l aiiemt e_i:iiaj.r:at:i.fE the nega.ti-ws is typical ofi;he pcduction as a"::h.,:j-e" ri c:L:r. be oqlu:_#-Jnsb:ru.c,ri.re to aslc i+here thecoll-es{jii"re; r-eI1 i-:i".rc,rt c,f thei:,: c,ir. i,1 ear-s, r.,ren sei.i"*na,nagenent, was notc:;te::-jei eql:al$r tc t-i.i ne:^n::e::$ r.i:J i.,hJ. it e.i:opneri q:ircl.t of certaln areas ofl1f o,. (f i lfe a:e entit-r"cd uc 
"r:,1ui,:e 

+.co r".l:ethei their j-d,ea-l-s cquippcd themfc:: {-;li.e co:Cronta_i:iorr uith the=arl;hry..{-t::,:,ian j-".fi-;{ ;;-.ih; ;H", hard,bL.',,:,.'re* thoir. refrp+,,ies b; boir.g tc 1:,ot,l1 ii.lea.*listic,

LevaL!*q n3giLuli oi.r-1s t]i:.:i1a::,y ,'rnceil.1-i'ates on ihe pcsitive ack1evementso-i the coilectiue;t, aj-i::]...g t, tovi,*e a:,:ecotc cf t]:e:ir {)c:,s-hri.letive lrcnk.i'hry of the tiie;acs c,f trelrc,I-5;c,f: crlLl"ectic:r 
"u.o, i_n a pai-lsialcrng eompil_a"io"r of infc':ra'i;ton. iLire burl.f of tdre urrc:: iririri ti-.,* foi.n c a rather repetit_ive eata1.ogr.1l? '.;f -'rhe c(-,-rj:;e tallen by o.;,:ni..s ln a. .r_arge ::,ulber.. of pLaces; we3;1s, gi:rren 'Lr::cg:r'aiiricrr-i.-des:::.,iptio;rl }.,aclrgr,,u-a.t, :.eacUc::: io i;he attempted::atic:al*:t up'is.:;: and r:a:''bial, n."rr,,r",ti-ur'glo"=,;.:r0r_-*.i:," ari,ange'ients nadefor coliec:)i'v:'*alrc1.' anct*'i-.'iic s-,.rnr.ual- ftL'he c.i laol: con:ru:rity at the hands offaicjsts cr Re-or:L.1.'t-cai-r-. t.; j.i nct trer..,,;. c..:y. t,c:aa,l i;,,;rai1l,i lhrough it, but-''-'5.can readl1;:r .i'yr:ori-de a.n irlz,ession oi ure co].1ec,o::ve: in general cr i.nforn_ation o::. specific noint,*r o .&:: .t"i:1ex Lror:-1ci have .reen. 

useiuJ-; as it is the readernrry have io p3-cirgt.'ii:rorrgh a j.ci of pa.ges to fj-na::elsrTe_:1i exampJ-es, a1t&ro.4h&e breaioc'a'n cf imreriai unrier vurious treaa-r-ngs *. avrariaLl socLalisation,

(:-) Se" Soliriarity panph-l.et lic"/3.g,
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fu:dustry aruI publ-ic services, tor*ru ard isolated aehie.rements, ete. - affers
soroo signpmts f or ::esearchers,

In hjs prearilble Levai discnsses the political bacltgrour:rl of libertarian-
T*-fr,-Spainr_',,racing it bacic to Bakunlnts AJ-liance, and alluding to the early
Christians and i;o variow lreasan'b revol.ts whose ainri he sees aE [aving been
achieved in the Spani,sh RevoLu'tj-on, This ideal-istic viei.r is reilforcd ty th*
highJlom clain thai -i:he Liberta.rla] rnoraiiW of corcpS.ete soS.idarity fotrd
exlxession jn"Lire Col.legt:ves of icU649 * Lcval does-not edd ttre gullificationirirtperfectJyr: despj-ie iris or,rn cata-lr:g,;ing of i:umercus 'imperfecticnj and occas-
ione.L explieit recognitiol:. cf tneia. He clrro-l;es a rnilj-tant as saying that the
CoLlectives ldere tnoi; ibe integrai applicaiion c,f libertarian comnunisnr, a
poi::t made rn'Lhe lrrtrccuctj-on by Ye:'non F.icha:.;c{s, ',*ho d.escribes the rcolrnunity
of t^l93i1t anC the lacll of a.i-y ,,l.v-.yl i,. e"iloi-.tr,,;ii+i:,ing faaiiy patierns or
encou.rage coiii::r;:L.,al. 11vj ng.

1l:e i;crk ethic i,':3 unrien:t-ably st::ong - B,icharri.s rofers to the cleclar-
ati-c:r of ti].e S-i,anjsh rn'Le:r:i:etionatj-stot }&.njfesto cf IB?2 thatrrvork is the
basfs on i.,'hich sccie-ty rests; * and u'as reinfcrced i:y the feeling of comnrit-
nenr" to the Co1le,:tive;. But j;ht: effe,:fs of r:olj_eci;ivlsation rr"r" not confj::edto peopl-e: i,roriiin3 *ivss " Sia'btereJ flrrcughou'i; the booli are nar{r fascinating
g3-lrnp:es ui socj-al cuctcmg, j,eva-L suggests j:r a note on page i6? that tlrough
:in:1i''ric1i-ra1-s Liveo- at hone, r:riva'i,isa."bicn r,ra* not e;:cessive as there wus corstant
*cuiiur:.i;"ing, Else.,rhcre (p.fg:, aoLe) he goes sc far as to suggest there ras
aa fumtant revr-rJ-Utio::r:i' ciange in cu3tcns: ti,.,,I:at Sranish :iiale ,ou1d have
p::eviously do::e i;he s1:o1:p:l-irg a+, -ihe grccel.ts anC, aJ-so bought a li'i:t}e g5.rJ.rs
sl:ocs ? t

There a:c, )1o'..:=r.e::: ::ather nc::e instances cf i;he Col'lective exorcising
pressui'es 'ro conforuitT ar:,1 perpe'r;uating 'b::a.di"tj-onal ideas of the patriarchal
faniJ:y ard Civisjr-on cf iclq:.r'be-t'see:r'bhe se-,:es, T!:ls ma;r rrol be surprising
ln',:he contcx'l of a p::eCcmirrri:eiy pee"ranri, sc:ie"h7, but i-t i:: an jnstance of,
'lhe gap bet",reea ti:.e cr,i:sciou.,rnes{.= c,.i,3r,anii:h 1'-i:...............,:er"taria:i.' in the thirties ard
rrh.at tre no'",fd nci.r exlrect as a'pie*rer:uisi'be for::e.rc-l-r;t!o:rari.r change" It js
i:et a questia:l cf ea;riii,3'*'ha.t r,re ];hjiu i;.re Snanirlr col1ectj,--.ris'Ls should have
do:e , b*i of being clea:: abou'b r.;ha't -i,he;7 ar1,,ur-tJ;. cljrj ancl hct^r r.re nc,w nece$s-
a:jJ;r djJfer frcn 'i,her.:,

fna n:sse.ge t'hat onerges from a s-inid.:r of ihe Col-1-ect,ives is far fronr
i;e!::g es'virely ne6at--ve" 1.le re:y criticiSe then corst:'uci::'re3y ard reSolve tO
avoj-{ :fonc uiis'i,akes i:;v cie,,rolc;:j-ng cur oirn vi:ion. -octh of Lhe soi"t of society
l^ie -r,rant ani of hou'co iefend i'c - agai"ns'l the ari'bhoril,arian left as 1{e11 aB
againSt tr;: rig'h'c.. -"u'L'.i:.., .,.-p-;-;-:,c; ;f Sp;.i.t..uiutrlrs as a prirne e:<anple of
th.a'i: ocu.ld l:e a.*hj.eved by o::di,'ra:yleople *onscicuoJy'tahing eontrol of thejr
1lres. It is gocd tha*, i:iore bccks a.bor.r'b i-'i; are becon:i.ng availabieo

t o1^I .
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rhg-algl[ Jgegade by Gordon carr., Go]ianez, ?a7pp.

'lhis bool< uhlch clains 'l,o offer a detailed hjstory of rBritaiars firstirrban gueriila gr:upt is v1st1y superior to some of the fantasies grat appay-ed in the national pross after the trial, ltowever it is st;Il less thancomprehensir"e" For i::.stance, there is no mention.of 
^the bcnrbings clai:ned bythe Angry Brigade ruhj-ch occu:'red c$5gg ure "g*st of thme accised of, beingresponslble' There is no:aention orlarioun olr,"= i;rials that toolc place afterthe maj:: A'ngry Brigade trial ai:d_wh.teh-A;;-p;;ecutions suggested ruere jn someuay connect'ed' Tne uhole jssue of the **rurt*-police ru:ci"r.*rere, accordi::gto their victi:ns, totally lrrelevant materiai *uu sei-zed is lilcewise skatedcr\rer.

lhere ane nore serious factual erccrs. A meeting which Gordon Carrcons iders to have been i-raportant to {"*-a"""i.p*"t o! the Angry Brigade fustated on di-fferent pages to have occurred i.I1 both L/a9 and ir, 19?o. JrkuPrescott is stated to f,ave been acsused of t&e bonrbing a,c the house of, JohnDavis MP, which did noi occur until Jake had been j-n prison for some tifie.Althorrgh these are -orobalt *{"t}ipu or iie p"n they are unforriinate sincethey do not encourage totai *o#ie*rr"e::r thos6 parts of the story that areundocunentec (and therefore nuist be taken on irust.) 
ory rna, are

Gca:dcn carr is a cri:ue reporter rather -ihan a political r^rrlter. He never-theless r':akes an honest attenpl to describ" irrr'politics uehind the Angry Brigade ,urrf ortunatej;y the result is uirualanced, n * {^u-French curr"r.i strlke of tiay*1968 is describec ry gip"rrd;; de&rir- but there is very little abotrt nonerelevani events in Brl[ai*, ur.i. u* the rise and oec:.::re of -the vietnam move-nent, the poJ-iticisati-on # trr" uoa"rg";od urri*itu press, The-resu't, nodoubt un:intentj-on?1, js to reinfor*u iLu Ciu"t-st"eet stereotypes in which ar*rradieal acti";rts is"alrays 
" ilruig" import. 'u'uu! sr€reotype

The ncsi; serious fa1rure of por:ticai arralysis is the way in r^rhich theBrigade and jts supporters Bre siaply- a"* irrua-"*- rthe libertariarrsr withcc.lta'$r at'bei'rpt to define tlie wcrd,.since ,r."--Griiis usec by a. large ni.rmber cfpeople of ruideb' dj.fferjng views. (incruo:ngr-i"; example, the la.te Rcss Mclnlhrrter) it ilears veiy l-i{tLe and resu.J-ts in corr nia}<iag some ridiculor,sstatenents (e"g. that tl:e whole libertari.rr, ****unt is obsessed by classstruggle)'h 
"ry ca$e marsr of tire r,nprio"{ioos 9f the Brigaders poli.ticsr^rere far fron libartarian. The generui id.r, u" {T_as can be gat}rered, seemsto have been t&rat the.bombings ,I,ouki sparlc lri s:.m*ar acts by others, cuJ-ur-5-nating in a general ir:surr*Itrl?:.^3:'"3ri.i"g ltu"., accor.ding to .Lrre Brigaddscounttniques e llas already revolutionarys rmotre an1 more wonlcers,.. are trars_fcrmi:rg trade u.nion cor::ciousrress :ntt-por:-iicai mii"ltancy. rn one week onemiJlion wo:.kers 1,.:,3re on s trike. , pul] d"; ;pd;"nt]y only heJd back byrefcruist leaders: rrhe cp union 1:*--::"",*ii"uyr sel1 us out.r fire resenbrancoof this uhole ctltlook to tnat or ttu I,iRp il "rr"it*, Although it leads jn ono
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case.to canpaigrs tto bujfd tire correct leadershipr ard in the oi;her case tospctacular acts to trigger off i.rnmediate re,",o1utLon, what both have jn commonis the belief tha"i; i-nir;strial and other struggles ar6 automaticalJy revofJr,cion-Wt-iffespective of 'bhe consciousness of th&e i.nvolved i-n then. rhis deniespuople the ability to deci,ce f or thernselves whett:er trr"y: *iu- sLuggre rorrevolutionary, refemist or even reactionary er:ds. Thus nrigade communiques
cordenned- tioperialjsmt il: IreLard but not in* rut:tily of inai;ional lj.ber-ationt ard serioursly saw as meaningful revor,rtio*ry activity rhurdreds of,'u}:reatening phone cafJ-s to gorernment bcsses , r

I?re sterj-LiW crf ori;hodox lbotsiqyjsm has revealed the futjJ.ity ofatten*pting to work fcr social change by the creation of cardrer or-rterecttleaders. The futillt :f iororking rcn stcial change with small gr*pu of urban , ,

guerillas is reveale$-by gro.rF like ihe symbionese Liberatiorrlrrui-; th;-*-
$grman Red Arqy Fracti.on, with bheir grotesque parcdies c'f military rani€r arddiscipliae ard thejr uneiected ar:d noir.,.revocab16 rpeoplers tribuna-lsr handingdon: deat'h sentences in the best Stali-nist maruler, rhe real soLution is mcredj-ffieuIt, metre time corsuruing but r.rlr- be infiniL:y **p-"*th whiIe.
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