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ARNOLD FELDAT/.II 'li*d '",ery suiierly on T.rresca5r, Apri.l 19, 1g??
of a heart atts.cl(, at th.: e"ge cf 85.

Arnold had been a-cti.ve i:. poi:tics fcr ma:i;. ygers. Tcwards the end
of the rl'ar he h:'ri bec:r aet-ive. ;l the ,*riF, &si a.i: eLectriciaa, tr the
great agitatic:r corcer-red xrith repatriation ana demcbilisation. Llke
his long-standi-irg fi'iei:ri Joe .Tacobs ire wa-s fcr a ,yhile influenced by
Trotslyisin bui sccn sal-; thr;ugh it ard i-roveo icsirnctively to liber-
tarian sociali.st ;ejeas. I{e vre:ked for a -,,,tile l.-n ihe te"iloriag trade,
and then as a trave;ler.

He plajed a. very ictive an<i positive role in ths great Lcndon tenantsr
struggles of the 1a';c l-360's. 'fire e:ry.rerieece Left a deep imprint on
him.

,In 19?0 Arncli. j.-ined i.he Lo::C.cn Solidai.ii,r grcup and betvreen then
:and the m..rnent of iris daath he was de*piy j::.volved ia every aspect of
the life of the groilil. Al:,,rays che+rfu1, alr','ays h:ld a:id considerate
(even during u:e :rcs'r; heated argumcnts), fcro of n::.sic, and a great
raconteur (ofte:: cf crt::agecus jokes), he was t:r.e srll of person
everyone iil.:eL.

A year agc he ui:der',ve:it major card,i.ac srirgsr:r ;u:ri his courage and
cheerfulness cu::ing tlre r,.'}:.,:le e.rdeai ivere :tn inspi:aticl to alI. we
shall miss iri:n grea-i;I,r.

't
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MOUNIAIT\S It\ LAEOUR

The media proclaim that the spirii of revolt, is d.ea<i, that crisis
has made us all self-interested, obsessed withi security and, easy to -

control. On the t'leftr therers a strong smell of the early 196as: cabals
in the l,abour Pariy, rnass lobbies of Parliament, capiuring positions in
the unions' You narne it, sorne nutterts at it. For such people itts as
if the break in this grey world that vras f95B haa never happened" Elec-
tions a::e being talked of: another chance for the oxen to choose their
butoher. Business as usual in the d"emocratic abatioir.

lrle wonrt oetail ou:: contempt for threse antediluvian antics" But we
admit that there is not the sense of hope there used to be. Struggles
are more fragmented.. And therers an awful .l-ot of that trad rev crap
about. Perhaps it i-s worth going over the basic points, cleari-ng the
decks for those questi-ons we are going to have to answer if our general
ideas are to become specific fiesh when the next push comes",:

THE I,ABOUR PARTY: A MYTH IS AS GOOD AS A }fiLE
People are shocked (againl ) that the labour Party has been capitalismts

policeman during the last two years. rt is rncred.ible, sometimes, how
short poli-tical raemories can be. Tire history of J,abour governments since
the war j-s the tale of their development of a ccrporate capitalism and of
a corporate state. Under their inf luenc.e , ancl to the accompanj-ment of a
socialist rhetoric, the state moved. first into ihe clebt-ridden industries
like coa]- and- railways. Then, during lriilson t s 'whj-te-hot abrasive I period 

oit acted to bring about massive reorganisatj-on of rprivatet enterprises(English Electric, AEI, GEC - for exanple) r^riih quantities of capital un-
available from private sources" The }atest gang has continued the trend.,
wj-th state intervention in oii and Britj-sh leyland

I,riith this process has come no increase of popular control - rather the
reverse" The day after nationalisation the miners marched to the pits tc
celebrate the rfactt that the pits were nor/,r ttheirst. They found the sane
men in charge" . These nen and their heirs ha.re renained. in command.. No one
marched. to British l,eyland with red flags when that was taken over" Perhaps
it is now seepinEg through that nationalisation is not socialism - thoughthis d.oes not seem to stop the trad revs ancl the Labour left calling f-r
more of it

There are no sj-de bonuses. In the areas of civi-J. libertj-es and foreignpolicy a Labour Sovernment is no d.ifferent from any other. After 1945 war-time regulations l{ere used. to amest striking dockers" The CND and Vietnam
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war campai gns shovred Labour governments to be obecrient toe-rags of American
imperia3-ism" Our preseni lot of f:'eedom fighters has distinguished i,tse,l-f
wrth the Emergency Pcwez's Act, -bhe Crririnai'kespass Bi-ll and the Agee-
Hosenbal.l expulsions.

The poini we are naking is not that Labour goi'el:nments are |as bae,
as Conservative ones" From the capi-tal.ist an.d managerial point of vi-ew
they might well be better" Irihat ide are rryi.n;i';c say is ihat the Labour
farty, as a party, i-s nci, social-ist or even particuiarly egalitarian"(?here may be some confused radicals in j-i, bu'; ihai, j-s a different thing. )
What is disturbing is tha-c lhe Labor.r Party has been able to rely on the
suppori:of socialists, evcn when ihose same sc,;i-aij-sts have been declaring
its policies non*social-i-s-i;" The i-dea oi a,n eJ-ect,:,:al socialist party has
an j.ncred.ibly strong hol-0. in Briiaj_n" For i"iber.far.iar.s ihj-s is best i.11-
ustrated not by lhe procli-vities of punk-Trois, v,.tline in hand, to d.eep
entry into the Labotr t]-efti, no:" l:y the eieci.cral ini-Liative of the Sttrpor WRP, but by a -laral-ysi s of the inagi-na,c,.o:r thai canno; f orrnulate alter-
native strategj-es.

The trealistict possibilities of rvcrking in the ;officialr Labour
movement continue to p1.ay their pr:ofound'ly n;stify:-ng and demobilisingrole. The decline of ihe anti-bomb movenient uLi.- 1r1 part the resul-t of that
movement putting i-ts hopes and energies into the eiection of a Labourgovernflent tvhich wou1d., rt was hope, i-rrtpleileni :tnti-bomb policies" Itd.id'nrt. A further exa:nple: the d.ockers j-n Pgn;cnviil-e gaol were released.as a result of aassive indusirral- a.c'troa agalns-t i.- Ccnservative government"
The supporters of the Shrevisbury pickets- on ti.e ct,hei. Liand., banf,ed onlobbying tl:.e labour' rleft? 'Lo get ilreri out, l.ae pi,;kets ate porridge fortheir pai-ns. The threat of recuperation hr;ve::s a-.rtcr.:-ornous st::ugg]eir. too.A pattern is beginning to eiaerge i,,'heretv such s5:.uggles lead to an i-nter-vention of the sta;e, whi-ch thereby wi,ieris arr.li sti.engfhens j.ts areas ofsocial control" The Meri-den wcrrkers ocr;i-lpi.eo- cleir iactory and formed acooperative" But they then had. r:.o place tc L:;--.:i io, e>;cept to the state,
Nor,ri, if reports are +uc be believed, the;r- o-TC ? hi-ghly rationalised., mucj.d.epleted, low-paid anc diligent ,*rorkfo:'co, A;i;ca.rs for state assistanceat Fisher-Berrdix in T.irrez'pool have also :.esul, ico j-r, :.- faster run-d.oi,vnthere than any pri:raie ccnpany oor:.1.c1 ha.i..e r1ir..-r-_rul_r"

Yet the hope of quick access to rvhel'e th,: C.ecj.:;ions are z.ealllr mad.esprings eternal in the hearts of the innccent.
Ben says rrlnsofar as the ri-ot -ool-r.ce a.rc i:.ot out (at Bri-tj-sh

nuclear pobier stations) it is pa::tl,y b:ca-ue g lteople with rea].anxieiies are popping in and out ;f my off-;ce ali the time" walt
Patterson (of tr'rien<is of the Earth) "tr*"-tr: see me - though fadmit there is a Jetnonstration cutsid.e scrnr-:times" But if you
have your derncnstraiion outsicle and lrour man j-nside you d.onrt
endanger the consulta,tion argumentri.r i.g::sky_Arygg, March ZO, 19??)

Quite, oh quite" Itts eithel consuita'tioa o:' confronta.tion, folks. AnCif you stcp your confr.ontaiion for a consul.tat:-on and- d.ernoUitise, whatyou gonna d.o when they. wontt iisten nc mcre?
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TIlE uti/oA/s
With the process of economrc growth has gone a process of centralising

negotiating por^ier on the union si-d.e. The tsocial contractr ( rfj-xedr nation-
wid"e at government Ievel with a small nurnber of inftuential union bureau-crats) has accelerated this process, We have some lovely reeent examplesof union bosses acting (or attempting to act) like policemen in the indus-trial fj-e1d, to preserve their green pastures as mi-ddlemen in the labourmarket" We have been saying it for years" Unj-on scabbing is no new thingbut surely there has been no better recent example than that of the AUEWin their joint public statement with governr4ent and management declaringthe tooLroom workers at British leyland scaked. if they Cidnrt return to -

work" The scabbery didntl work - but'vras mearrt quite sinceyely. A moreI successfulr example in the genlre was the less pubiicised strike at Thetimes. Here Lhe strikers vrere
ffi;Iy expelled from I'IATSOpA by!their I of ficials " The irip}-ica-
tions are quite clear; ti'Iot on3.y
do the print unions have a closed
shop but it is the;r, :'ather than
the employersr ,,.Iho select people
for jobs'. (Q_f qerIer, March 13,
19??)" nxpuFion from the union
neant not on1;r losing a job, it
meant that one could never get
another one in the print. The
strike at The Tffi€=_ collapsed"
tleft' offfEIEIs trave as usual
been provising i-deaJ- cover for
the policies of the trade union
bureaucrats" It -rras i'{aoi-st Reg
Birch who ad.dressed the strijr,ers
r^ihen, just before Easter, it r,ras
a questi-on of urging the lieath:row
Airport maintenance engi-neers to
return to work. And that was
before itlrs Thatcher r,vent to Chinal

For al-] the attendant burdens
the rank and fi-1e structures of
unions have in the past prcvided
some lclnd of focus for self-organ-
isation" But the areas of freedom
are being steadily eroded" Every-
thing from productivity deals to
rationalj-sation of unions (with
the ear of go*/ernment ) lras cut down

The G,E:irdian, Dec 10, 1976

these areas of 1.ocal. control, local negotiation, and loca1 organisati-on" At
the back of the Leyland dispute was the demand. for local- control of their
negotiations by the tor.rlroon men thei:iselves" (?i t ilGs on dj-fferentials
roras perhaps overemphasised: the use of leapfrogging d"emands is a time-
honoured. tactic in the engineering i-nd.ustry" )

T}IE AI{GRY DIGGER

el,,Ihen Terence R.ound., a digger
driver? was sacked. frorn hj-s job
on a building site he Cecided
to have a dig at the sJ-te agent
by flaitening his fl2lOO car withi
the bucket on tris excavating
machine "

i,lr Ror:ndts traj-l was e.iasy Lo
follow" fn hi-s wake 1ay a line
of crushed prefabricated. build-
ings - including the sj_te siores
and lavatories, ilIai-dsione Crown
Court heard yesterday" He is
saicl io have told poli.ce later:irl was J.ocking for a bullclozer -then I cou]-d. have cl-eared the
sitetr.

Pir Round (j3) , of park End
Road, Birkenhead, was gaoled for
two years after admi-tti-ng taking
the digger without authority and
causing flBOoO ivorth of damale to
a car and buj-Idings" I
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Sqru-e.,freedons remain, Some groups of workers are quietly busting
througd the guidelines of wage restraint. Others have sir:ong job organi-
sation anC so on, It seems to har,'e occurreC to everybody but the brain-
constipated. trad lefi; ihat unj-ons demcbil-i-se autcnornous organisations or
- to put 'it minus the jargon - that, unicns breal.: -rlp Elrass roots organisa-
tion.

(Spain) which reffiffia-Esounding clefe;a:; fc:' the managemenf at the
hands of workers ,,vh.o were not unionised i n anlr terms 

",'u 
i^rgu.id recognlse "

(Every work.r in Spain j-s automatically in the sia+-e unj-on. The Valencia
struggle was outside of this - increasing-1y i::'re-i.errant * structure" ) ]i'Ihat

gro1rp-of British worke:'s has won a comparabie rj-ctor;'- :'eceniiy. ttre would
suggest that any such vic to:'3' will not, uni,;,- be 1',.f oj1, '- as usual '- d.espite
union officialdom, but r,dl-] have io start i;i bu-i. I-d alte.-cna'c,L"e forms of
organisation "

TtlE Cf;l.$ /5
ihere has undoubtedly been a recession j-n recent years. We clon't

dispute it, ldhether it r.qas a plot by those j-n trQwef,'to reassert discj-pIine
ov*" thu w6rkers, or a period of capitalis'u reaojus-ument in the wake of the
oi-l crisis and the Vietnam'aiar - or whei;he:: it was flatu'i ence in the money

supply - we leave at this point to our reaCers" But l^rhai is clear is that
an occasion when Christmas spending broke .a-'.1 ::eooz'd,s, vihen infiatioll was

rampant, wheh some economies (titce those cf Brazil and the oil-producing
countries) were booming whi-l-e-others we::e in d;ffj-cuft;.- was hardly the
trad.itional shock-horror-c.i'unch crisis belorrecl c,f Trots and other Marxists.

By their slogan of irio returnt;o the lhirliest ihe Nrad left may have
increased. peoplers anxiety to the poi.n'; wherb the;'acted. mcre readily to
protect tir.eir jobs" But in so doing they har:q cu;Cu.red. the situation badlX.
It should be cbviou"s to all that tl:e crisis has been used qui.te efficientl;i
to create an atposphere whicn makes rai;ic';reij-sa';icn and asset-stripping'
easj-er. As one ruanager remarkec; tthe::e is nL, recessicn if you raanage it
properly. We have trebled our prof',ts j-n ';h:'ee ye ars:. Iioreover: those in
authority have hardly been victims of ;he rearrallgement. Whi1.e jobs at
the base iri indusir,v have beerr lost, and while those who aciually do the
work in edr:cation ana healtir servj-ces (and.ii:. icctrL. auLho:'ity jobs, like
dustraen) have been decimated, the biireau-ci*cy i:. cl'c,?y i-Lrea has grown
rnassively "tD.r.rring the past si-x jrears, fr:il.-tir,e staff employed by the

33 borouEhs of Greater London has grovlin by al-most Zq', and part-
time workers by 15?1. The staff of Greater london Counci 1. itself
has risen too" Yet this has ha.ppened over a period r'rhen Lhe
capi-talts populati-on has actually oropped" by neatl-y 6o16"'
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In a statement lhat could be echoed. by any other 1ocal authorityr arvriter in the London borough of rsringtonrs ,staff News, (August 1i,19?6)stated': rOver the past year I have both reao-EnF-irEl'iE'emotive attacks onthe Council because of their alleged policy of trcutsn. What has been cutis only the rate of growthr. As a result of rmore and more go.r"rrr*"rrt 

-

involvement in everyd.ay rifer (suqd_qy Ti-mes, January g, 19?7\ ttre civirservice has grown from Sust over--6ft]do-o-T6 just ,r.rrdur ?5orooo between
1965 and 19?6. Between 19?5 and. 19?6 the increase vras 5O,OOO.

The crisis then represents a speed-up of the contraction of theprod'uctive base of society, accompanied by an expansion of its bureau-cratic superstructure, crisis is the Heal-th of the order-Givers"

Trf E FUTUFF
The real crisi-s j-s the one that Solidarity has talked of from thebe6inning: the crisi-s of authori-ty TelETT&El-nconomic recession hasstrengthened the bureaucracy and deraoralised the order-takers (though thesigns are obvious that many struggles are brewing). The t""a i"it;;u----engaged in activities and propa,ganda which aid and comfort the labour

Sovernment and the unlons - i.e, those forces which attempt to defuse
self-activity. As the shosk of,
the recession wears off it wi].]-
becone increasingly app4rent to
the mass of p"opl-"-tnal tfre crj.sis
has been used. heavily to erod,e
such freed.om of manoeuvre is theyhad. Ihe possibility of r,,iide-
spread re.rolt r,ri11 then tagain bewith us " ithat a nice tenth
anniversary for l96\t ' : .'

:

If a 1ibertari.an group has
any use it lies.in the develop_
ment of ideas and.' the di_ssernination
of- practical exanrples from onestruggle to another" In' theiferiod
ahedd,,.peonle vril.I find theii' own
forms of struggle, : yet we iani beof some assistance, In i-ts
reporting of self-activity ln
every sphere of Life fur]lllarilghas up io now concentffT6EaT
showing that people qqn struggle(and cogtqg]- their own. struggles)

rThe most concrete of the
&easures., announced by Ennalsj-s the, strengtheni-ng cf the
word.i ng r+qed in the vrarnings
on'cigarette packets and in
a-ds., .o. Accordlng to atti-
tutLinal: research carrieC oui
on behjalf 'of the Health Edu-
cati on Oou"nci] in 19?1 these
phrases vJere useless in
influencing snokers to give
up smolii-ng and raay even have
been counter-pr:o,lucti-ve " It
appeared froh the responses
of several hundre:d people
that the v;ord rrGovernmentrl
was li abfe to arouse hostil-
ity to the rnessage. I

lenLry_JireS., 13/ 4/ 19ZZ
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We have done our best to uldermine th'e j-dea Lhat inanipulation and adivision into leaders and. l-ed, is the natural form of organisation.

Perhaps it is now time to go a littl-e further. r,et us now withall hum:i1ity start to d"iscu*u'*rrJ gather examples of self*o"g""iu";i;"ih 'ind'ustry without 'trade ulions. Hovt io move fron resistance to counter-planni-ng" This is ir:rmedi-ately relevani tc the cluestions .i:;;;""i;;-;;;
housi-ng raised by the artj-cle froni Leeds in our cu:.rent issue. Let usseek ways in which li-bertarian ideas can be dissen:inateo., without, tliegroup disseminati-ng them trecoming a crlrpfs-paz.ty. Tirere are great daysahead' It is time to exercise our- col-lectrve inagination fcr the nexttime 1ma6ination seizes power

trCBTriGlii, : ?HE ii.{pCiiSlELE R,,!1.C_LUTICN?

Wetve finally done itl Fhil Mailerrs scok is iiervr or,:i, afte:: its prolonged
gestation. it is a iaroy:Ig and exciting eye- w:.tnelj; accotr::.t cf the events
that ehanged the face r:f pori,ugx j.n 1g'i4-?5. i{::-l ais* iar:.:nterligent anarysis,from a liberiariar. c+;:rnu:ris; pcii:i; o:l rrie t"- ta.i::j:r clt:se;c ojrrs, of ihe social
forees at vork aad of ihe conseque:lces cf ine ,pr:tsci\.i;i' coircept of ihe soeial
revolution.' The book runs 'to 4*0 pages; has irjustrafj.c;:.i. iinir ca;:tocns, a detailed
chronolog} of Porcr.grese h,i:;tcry frr:rr -{-sEr ;r:r ;,ci ., 11,:ssary of organisa-
tions, bodies ani fin.n; nentione<i in the texl. ?.rre ha-libacks cost ts each,
the paperbaeks tZ.Zi" posi;age q)iiijrs..

We urgeti;l.r rreed to gei the b:ok a--r wirlzly disirihritecl and diseussed
as possible. v,ie -*.rge all r'eaders tr srderi;jrejil, o\i-r: ccpy - and copies fortheir friends. Anyone r.,r-'dering s ccpi^es cr i:icre €gilgLing wiih theorder - can have a. ii37o cij'.scount. v/e have blg tici--,,:s ic repay and need a
quiek turnover.

Please ask your 1c,car library to o::iier a cilpy. cali. ca your local
bookshop and see if ihe book is teing stocired. Gr:t the J.i.terature secretary
of your local sce- scc. cr anarrhisi g;:c.ri. r,q, ia]<e a- ferv cciries. write a
review of the book ::br Jrcur 1oce.1 grcup paper: (e.ri.l seucl ris a copy if they
aceept it). ccniact:is fb-r pubiieit_v- rnateriz..i- an:i sa-m;:ic covers.
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Committee cf
Cmnd " 67a5,

THE rBUi,].oCIir BEPOBT (Report of the
Democracy. Chairman : Lord Bull-ock.

Inquiry on Industrial
€,3, Httso) .

To suggest na ;his
Report i-s nc p. I gnificant
Milestone on the Road to
Sociali-sm is soir.e thing of a
commonplace for Sol_idarity and.
the llbertarian -"1-eft in gener.al"
But in vi-ew of the illusions
held by }a:.ge sections of thefleftr about trade uni-onism and
Labour governru.ent legislative
proposals, it seems necessary
to emphasi-ze it " Particularly
so, in vj-ew of the faci thai; by
far the most astute observations
on the Buliock Report stem from
the pen of a Conserva-i;ive jou:"-
na1.ist (1) and r quote:

I The basj-c purpose behj-nd.
the Bullock proposals is to
strengthen managenentq tc res.-
tore authority tc the boss
It is not abcut freedoin air a. l-l
but about order" The key phrase
i-s as f ollows: rrlhere must be
a rrew legitiraacy fcr the exer-
cise of the managemeni function
.."rf which in plair Erglish
means: there musi be a nevr way
of endowing the boss ."v-i th rrhe_tj.t takes to make rrro:'kers toe
his liner 

"

Such an opini,on is, of
course, soniewhat at variance
wi-th the views of bo.i;h official_
and unofficial- Labourisn, and
offici-al. Conserva-tisn" I{o,,"iel'e::,

Any firn wilh moz.e than 2OOO employees must
introd.uce workei' d"-i-:ectcrs if ZO% of the
workers vrant it.
There wil-] be ecFial nu.mbers of union and. I

shareholder represen+-atj.ves on the board (Zx)i
pl.us a smailei" groux of co-opted <iirectors i

Worker director.s wil-1 be chosen only through
union channels"

They will- normall.y ser-r.e f or 3 years, with
expenses but nc fee, but can be removed.
earl.ier if a-1-1. ihe Comnany unions agree"
An 3-ndustrial- ! eno:z.aqy Commi_ssion wiLl
watch over lhc ruies, encourcdge parti.cipati.on
anci, if necessarye iripose the Iyil group in
cases where uni_o;rs ar,.d shareholders cannot
atree "

Subsirl.:aries ca-r: ,r_1_so opt for workers-boards
if they en:pl-oy r.o-r.e than 2OOO"

SJm wil1 be set a.sj-de to lraln union carrdi*
da-bes in mairagen?tt+- e company iaw and fj-nance "

IdIIO iirCUIJ liiEY AFFECT?

t. , "al-1 conpan:.e,--; s:rb jeci to the Companies
Acts - whether l-ir,,-ited by sha:,es or guar_
a:rtee, unJ-irr;iteci, public or private, quoted
or unquoted -, i-r:.e;pecii-ve of ownership;
but exclude the naticnalised i-ndustriesj-ncorporated- und.-r thej_r own statutes as
well as building soci.eiies, cooperative
societi-es and other bodies such as partner_
ships whj.ch ar.e not ccnpanies"

( 1) Peregrlne woisThoril-"-tBeefing Up the Bossesr, SunCay
Telegrapb, January jO, 197T-

Buliock Report, F"4
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:tbe sentence 'fron the Report quoted. by Worsthorne becomes much more
esti-ng vihen iooked at in fu].I (2):

|fho.enefitsi.ntermsoftheeffectivernana6ementofcompaaies
accruing fro:.t such a reconstituted porrcy*.making board would., in the TUCts
view, be considerable" By establishing a forum for agreement on a frame-
work of policy rvithin r,uhich managemerrt co,'ld. act, the existence of such a
board with parity enployee and shareholder representatj-on could provide a
neini legitinacy for the exercise of the menageme:-b function. Given the
incraasing tend.ency for employees tc questi-on more traditional bases
of managerial authority, this cou1d be a key factor in making possible thef::uitful cooperation betrveen nanagement and labour needed to tackle and
overcome our current ind.ust::i aI problenis r 

"

Need we Coubt that such faiz' and z'easonable sentiments frcm the Rt.
Hon. Lionel l4urray, ff, OtsE, and his co1-leagues were music to the ears ofthe ';rd.ustrialists on the Comniittee - notwi-ihstandiag the sanctimoni-ous
tone they ad.opted. i-n their Mincrj.ty Report. ()) Generally speaking, the
nedia have treated. the Bu1lock proposals as an unju.stifiably large increase
in tracle union power" The ivlinority Report itself uses such terms" Indeed,the Majority Report d"oes propose a large increase i-n trade union influence
- but within well-defined iir:its" the ord.inary uorker wilL see th}-d'irection of this new influence as distinctly arubiguous " But trade union
power?

In discussi-ng the admitted].y thighly untikelyi eventuality that -horror of horrors - i,rorker directors might be.Ln a rnajority on the board
of a subsidi-ary company (through manipulation oi:. the part of worker
directors at Holding Conpany l-evel) ttre Repori -.tates (4) tnat r. 

" "we d.o
not vrish our proposal-s to be open to this cri-ticisn, however theoretical
it may be it is no part of our intention -i,o malle recommend.ations rvhj-ch
could possibly prod.uce such a z'esultr, Furthcr' (5)' rlt is no part of
our task to p-t'e.rent or hinrLer the conti nued. operati-o;r of business in theprivate sector on a grou-p basi-s I . fn othe:' rvords, i"n no way must there
ever be a sit,.iat.ion in which even the board. cf a subsid.ia:'y has a najoriry
of worker-di;ectors, nor tha'u any tBullock; board. shall- hind.er corporate
strategy" Wcrkers, -pggsl?

rWe are c;ui-te c]ear t,hat an euployee representative would be in
breach of his duiy i-f he voted in a particular 1^ray .soleJ.y because of the
instructions of hi-s trad.e union" He must be i-r- reliresentative, free to

(a) Bul-l-ock Report, p"28

3) ibic. ; pp " 157 -i95
(4) ibid., p.fiB
(5) ibid" t p"131"

t:

inter-. '
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expre.ss- his opinions and to reach his own conclusi ons about which poh-cies
will worli for the greaier good of tire company, not a delegate told how to

. . )r, : .vote by his constiruentst"(5) Quite" So that when the Sund.ay Times ed.it-
orl-al bleats on about tnegati-on of democracy as unCerstood in tnt= country
since Burket one can be forgiven for believing that their edj-tor would.nrt
recognise a'Burkean statement when he 

"u.rn 
orru"(?) The Burkean theory of

representation is a cfassical ccnservaiive viewpoint, r:,lhich no socialist
should. toierate for an :-nstantl-iiif-o-tTorr"""l that even an entire board.-
ful of rniorker-di-rectors runni-ng a capitalist enterpri-se vroulC have much
soci-a1ist content - exceoi, naturally, tc the lraai-ticnal tJ.eftt. We shall
not have to wait long to read , in the ttr-rt r press. about campaigns calling
for the electj.on of iaore rieftst io the board of fCI.

CONSER\TATISM :' MODERNISTI 4}ilD -ANTIQUARIAN

fNo sensible discussion of, the
BulJ-ock report can afiord. to lose
sight of this central theme: that
it is about ways and means of
making workers more nal1eab1e and
less rebellious, irrore disciplined
and less free, by grafting the
waxing authority of Socia1ist
trade unionism onto the hraninE;
authority' of capiialisi management.

tThat thj.s aim should be d"i-s-
gui-sed under the title of ind.us-
trJ.al Cemocracy is so ilucir clap-
trap, expressly intended to mis-
lead. workers into supposing that
they a-re being cffered more free-
dom ratirer th.an }ess. In fact,
workers today enjoy immense free-
dom to disobey the }:oss with
impunity" In no other country in
the r.rorld can the r^lorker get away
td-th such flagrant and brazen
dernonstrations of personal inde-
pendence, layj.ng d.ovrn tools at his
slightest whim and fancy" This
ehaotic state of affairs is Pre-
cisetr-y,what Bullock is intended
to put an end to", r

S_lrnqqy Telesra!4, 30/1/77
Arti-cIe by Peregrine Worsthorne

rllow vre know what rrindustrial
d.emocracy'i means " It j-s clear
that th-i s attracti ve but bogus
catch-phrase is designed to conceal
a major poiiiical inove, J-ed by the
extreme lef t-uring of the TUC, to
secure control of the whole of
major British industry, by captur-
j-ng i-ts top directing bod.ies and
putting u:r.-ion-nomi nated shop
ster+ar:ds in a position to dictate
to their managements" And. control
not oirly of private ind.ustry, but
also of the i"rhol.e of the nationa1-
ised i-ndustries ano the public
servi-ces as we].]. .

tThis has nothing to d.o with
the effj-ciency of industry, or with
d-emocracy" Ii i-s pJ.ain socj-al-
revolution, or llworker control.rl ,
and ihe object of its authors j-s
not the vrel fare of the British
economy but the Cestruction of the
capilalist system. .. ..

t This blueprirrt for revoluti on
is cleverl;r camouflaged, as I'enployee
participationrt, -orith which it has j
noihing whatever to do"' 

,

rE_ Iie"g, 5i4/ZT
Letter rro* sf@chisho]ra
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The attention of the media has focused on the proposal to elect

wor:ke.r::directors sbLely throu6l:'the union-s" fhe Repo.itu o*r, justifi--
cation for thl-B runs as folrow.s-'(8): ?."" bcard lcvel 

"*pr*""rrtatj-ondo.es no-t-pais.g any new ibsires of. prilcipl-e for trade.unj-oirs wh.ich already'
epgage',in collecfi..r.a,hargdining" :I.i E:-rnpl_y creeites 'an adclitional rfleans "'
by which they may 'inf luence the rnanagerial pi,oces,s, ,oa:.ticularly those :

aspects of this lirocess which collec-uive bargainr'.ng is inhaequaie to'
handle by itse].f '" i',Iore specifical--}y .(9)l: i(ju.r prcposal" ... d.c notprovide any special rights for ernployee.s rrhc a.:'e:lot mer:bers of a trad.e
unionr,,' " ":rrJe d.o nci see how or why vre Shorrict "mak:: p::ovislon fbr. those
who have chosen' ::.ot to join a trade Ll:-licti and ',vho are thus unable to
spe-ak,: with a collective voj-ce. " ".if employees ,+isir to be represented
on the board, bhey nust be prepared. to organise at.-ower levei_s
W-h"e-n unio4$ engage in colfec'r,ive ba;:gai-n:,-nA. ';he;r genera]-ly d-etermine the
terms and conditions of enplcyment fo: e-rei'yone enployed ii1 the gradesfor which they are recognieeu, not just fJ:'thos: r.;ho-happen to be union
members" Enployei's i;oirl-d finc ii hi61,l;; cis:;i-tiv.. j.f ihis principre
Y"r:,,*.o!,fo]l-or,.red in col--lec'i;ive 'oai-gaining. .t\-nd" wc lhink they woufa f:-nait higJaly disruptive-if the same pri-ncipie 1!e:re ro'L fcl-lowe6 in emplo;reerelresentation on i;he board.r.

- . : ' The Minority F.eport, of course , cii.sagi,eed. i iO) So too, apparently,
d'o99,,t11e Great' British. PubJ.ic, to judge frcm a ojstj-nct.}y ha,sty opinionpoI1 in Lhe 9"qgCl_finq*g (Janu.ary. 30,-1o,??). To 1he quesij-on'If employee
fe-prpsentati,res were to sit on a coinpany bca;.ci, io you" think +.hey shoulAt1 lpnointed. by t-:aCe un.ions or should they ce eiected by ai1 **ploy"*uof that compan)r. wherher or not they berong i;o a -brac.e union?r, the
response was:

Appoinictl t';- ;:i-,L.: ..,tri 3'rL

Elected. b;y a1i enp-loyees

Fairly clear:, although one couid pe.rhaps
in particul-ar the l.esFective connotations
t elected I . It l.ril-l- be interesiing ro see
bureau,qrats aclual fy hav,: tc ope::at: the
practice

quer:y' i;irc" r-or.o.ing of the questron,
r:r :hc -,vo: C.s I appoj-nted t and
ra.-,i:i.-1- -"'i.;-,s.ri-ns out when the

0J':rlf,osjriu (o:' any others) in

o7J

B7%

?-dg_Unionigts-
1a%

B4%

(6),op" cj-t", p"85
(z) raitorial 'A good. cause i1r served, , S}L+q"x_l.flgl_, January Jo, 1g?? "To clarrifr' this: the Editor hab elth", ,6T-"TEff,-ffiile, or rBullockr, oz.both. .Nc'uvher:e does rBullockt, which is peri:reateri. by Burkean sentiments,
even suggest'.the poss:bility of: rrevocable dereg:-bionr -., a concept whichls central to socialism"
(B) op. cit., ,p"x25 :

(9) op. cit . r: p"112

: (to) e,g. para 2J, p"1?5; ;oara 6C, p"1Bf"
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If it is done thrcugh the unions, as I suspect it r,ril1 be, lhen it

seeils unlikely that much inierest is gcing i;o be aroused in the -workforce,
save perhaps in the initial novelty. I'ai-:.iy soon it wrll d.egenerate.
It does not take much lmagination io foresee the likely content of union
meetings after tBullockr: not much differeni fron todayrs content.
Small numbers of rcorc.mitted.t and probably well-meaning peop].e voting onthe merits and demerits of rBroaC Lefti and. rsocial-ist Al-ternativer
candidates (shop stewai'ds all) for seaLs on the board" Most of the work-force wonf t even turn u'p, as they don,t ncu" llhe v",hol-e affaiz. wiII haveabout as much interest for them as the shareho-l-ders{ rneeti-ng of theirInsurance Company. The r,uay r,vi]-]- be open for burea-uc:.ats and careeristsof a1l- kinds - taking acvantage of the paiiry pr.oposeri flJ,ooo,ooo ofstate money allocaied to training ia management, ccrnpany iaw and. finance.
?he Report i-tself states that the comparr'i:ie airount of money to be spentin the further educati on sector ,- excludj-ng ind.epenCent *ul,.g.runt iirsti-tutions a-nd uni-versi-ti es - will- be appror:.r-irateJ-y ;6C, Ooo, OOo. ( 11)

A11 these peopie wili have impeccable shop floor. credentials:rBul-lockr envisages lt-s rvorker*diz'ectors coming preclominantly froia amongstthe shop steward. stratum. Br-tt as the opFcri;unities open in f::ont of themand they rise higher and higher (secretly practising rentrj-smt j-nto theBritish fnstitute of ir4anagement., of course) how rr,r"h rpowerr will theirerstwhile mates on the shop floor actuar.ly fee-I- thai ihey themselveshave? Probably none" {nd theylil- be rig-ht. The worker-directors willtalk of their v;orking cl-ass royalty" lire Lea:.s vriu- rotl down theirfaees as they produce thei:'taitered union (or party) cards, recall- whatit was Jike on ihe shop floor and utter fi-ne-sounding phrases about,.rthebattle for productionr and. tthe national j-nlerest! " !,Ie can hope th4t theworkforce gives them a sim-i-lar reception to that received by Hugh Scanlonfrom the leylard tooiruakers"

so what is the Builock Report aii about? tlcrsthorne (12) gives usa large c1ue, In one sense - there is norconspi-racy, in this _ theReport can be seen as yet another example of the f fex:-f it:-ty-of ,'tf.oi! orfrcrun industry and societ;v" fhe ruling elite i-s ready to abslrb new blood.
There is litt1e ai'gument (since t968^691) about ihe need for rindustrj-af
tiemocracyr, rather more on the form ancr j-niiia-l extent. In another sensethe Bullock Report can be seen -.and, again, there is nothing consplra-torial about ii - as part of tire trend" tov;ards corporate staie ""piliii"*,lvith the unions firruly entrenched as an a:m of the si.ate. rnd.eedl tir"Report proposes ner.,' linlis 'beii+een state and TUC "i.|il The p"oob".i
f lndustrial'Democracy Commission.t r,",ri-11 , .lh some cases of interruniondispute, use the TUC as its a:'bitrati6n procedure ; its residual powers to
impose co-opted directo16 where unions and. sharehclders cannot reach
agreement are obviously a source of great potentia,l influence" A movetowards ttransmission bel_isr? (f4)

(tt) eurrock Repor.t, p"159
(lz) see footnote (l)
(tl) op. cit", p"154
(14) see Leniars rRole anC Function of
WorkF, vo1" If I r pp" 7Cr-715, especialJ-y

the Trade Un.ionsr in Selecied
p"?12, l.foscovr, 1961 "
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Finally rBuliockf can be seen as a. vafiety of tsocial contractr at

company leve1" ?he gamble is that t the presence of trad.e unionists on
the board will help soh'e the problem of worker i-nsubord.inatj-on an4 lack
of disciplinet (1j) or, put another way, oto find a new way of rendering
the inevitable disci-plines of a lechrrcl-ogical soci-ety acceplable to
thos3 whose fate J-t j-s to bear their brunt'.(15)

Just as the other Social Contract Coes not - and will not - d,epend
on the'existence of a Labour government, neithe:. does this company-1eve1tsocla}-contractr reaily clepend on rBuilockt, The arguments about theBullock:; or anJr other, proposal-s wi'li doubtl-ess be fierce and full ofrissues of principLet "- anC uliimately ve:.y bcri-ng, except to aficionados
of'Such matters" Bui that something of the sori will be with us withina decade (and this is a- Europe-wide phenomen.on) we need have ];ittle doubt"
Nor that the tradj-tiona-l- ;teft'wi1] be corrpletel-y fooled. But will the
workers?

s. A. c.

Worsthorne , .Jp" cit 
"ibid "

(t>)
(t6)

Gn March 29 Joe Jacobs dled of a heart rJtack ir.r University
CoLlege liospiial , at ;b.e age of. 62.

ibe had. treen a reb=l since chiLcihoc;d and a revolu.iionary all his
politicai i.ife. Aeii'r-e i:: the wcrkei.s' rno.relne;ri in the ig30's
(see his ariicle '?ire iicoci ilid Dayo, ,n {o_gdgiif,. r.'o1.. ?, no.10)
he was expeiled iiu:-n ihe Ccm.m.r:nist ?axt; l:i Lg3.t fcr advoca-
ting stree,t raobliisztitr and wori<itg claes j"ti,ec: aciion as a
means oi t'igliiing +ire iascists ir. Lctdcn's Easi .EnC.

After aa assce:-aii.o,.r. ;;ith. T::olsliyrsri .ii thc- ;3::-'!-r' j_gE0ts, joe
Joinedljgliilgt4-1 jn l9?0. IJe wrr:re cur parrrtrhiecc Thc postal
Strike aud Under'5q,w i/il-i.14gei1enf. in 19i.,.i :._eij. Lg?t respecti-

""11r. 
in ti:"-. 1ai;f :;r.t i*-*f Jd.;l;be devr.:cperi. severe

disagreements ;s'ii;i. i;tir, !.ondln gilo{rp. ?hese evrr,:.tua1ly 1ed
to a parting oi l;ire wa3.s' Despite ihis -vs .a1-1 re:szlsed personal
respec'r; arrd a-ifet:tjcn l-:,r liim. IIe was yeitiig irr lieart and he
gave unstintinglS, r-.f liin:seii';o the revoiuii.onary r: overnent .

We regiet he riiC Rot ii.,'e to see th-e l;l.iunrph cf tire eause to
r,v':rich he de-"'oied eo much of his iiie.
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This is an eyewitness account of the fight by a group
of Leeds residents to save their homes from the bulldozer.
The author was heavily involveci in the two-year battle
and makes no clairn to be obje.ctive. ( ft is difficult to
be objective about proposals to knock your home ilown. )

The story i-nvolves an .aree known as the Ebors, some 15O
houses of which a third are back-to-backs and the rest a
mixture of large and snal1 through tei'races with odd
senis and detached houses. The mixture of houses
parallels a mixture of people. There are the Leeds born
and bred working class with additions of Irish imnigrants
from th.e L93O's, Asian, East European and West fndian
immigrants si-nce the war, with a ritore recent adnixture of
students and lumpen intellj-gentsia. (Tne University and
Polytechnic are half a mile away ancl the lumpen intel-
ligentsia are rnainly ex-students who decided they liked
the place and stayecl.) The area is well served wi-th shops,
pubs anci buses and is a stoners throw frorn a large park,
iJoodhouse l4ocr. For all- its diversity of people the area
has a comfortable easy feel to it. ff the Leeds City
Council were allowed to denolish the houses they would be
demclishiniS a dairn sight nore than tirat.

THE PRCfrtTMS CF Tt'lE EBCFS
I do not vri-sh to berrslurn-rorianticir. There ai'e inany areas of oId Leeds

that have quite rightly been bulldozeri to the ground. There are some left
that should be. There are, in my opinion, estates only a few years o1d, that
shoulcl be bulkiozed"

But planners are too boLrnd up in statistics:so nanlt houses to the acre,
too rnany back-to-backs that ere bad for therrimapie of Leeclsrr(1), too few
houses demolisheC last year. An area like the Ubore needs sensitivity -
a sensitivity that can only be provideC by those livrng there. 'rie know
from our everyday experience what makes it tick.

Sure, the Ebors had and stil1 have big problems. Sone of the back-
to-backs lack an.r inside toifet a.nd bathrr;cm. '.,,'/orse, although back-to-backs
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are fine for single people or couples, in one or tworthere are famllies withfour kids living in honyl.3ssly overcrowd.ecl conditions. , .------ --"

, 
tAs'f"ol"the big hodses, the bourgeoisie left these for the private landlordewho are rnore interested in a qui-ck profit than maintaining them. The attiturieof Building societies does not help-here. They will not lend mcney for peopleto buy houses j-n inner city areas iuch as the ibo",r because such praces arealways 1ike1y to be in thetrredevelopnentrt part of a plannerts 6r-ean. Hence,the houses are sold to those who can pay cash _ tandlorcls.

The result of this is: increasing private rented" accomnod.ation, andincreasi'ng multi-occupancy. Too much multi-occupancy means an unstablepopulatlon - too many people who clonft give a socl about the district.

*^^-..11"^f":11::y of'the Builriing societies therefore becomes setf-fut-filling.secause of their pclicies (known ;rs blue zoning districts) ttie place DoES
become a slum, and fa1ls to the bulldozer

l{..,st of all, however, the ,oroblens of the Ebors werepolicies of Leeds Cit;, Cs,n.i1. Ilver since 1951 the areathe 1977-81 or 19?2-76 stum clearance p;;g;;;;:
This meant that those who wanted to improve thej-r houses couldnrtobtain grants because a ninirnum l!-year rifl is needed before such helpinghands are given. But worse w"as the blight that grac1"r.rly-;;; i;.
The area hacl no future. i{eclges- were nc5;}ectetl , repairs and clecoratingput off, brcken wa]rs not r"epra"nd., ho,r"es tett empty. ?zl -s-"i1 

things inthenselves, maybe, but they signified an inc::easing lack of pride in the districtand, taken together, they adaed up to a general picture of neglect and decay.

GETTIT'/G CFF TtlE GfiCUND
Yet the people who liveci in the area still wanted tc, stay. (il l.loansover garden wa1Is were frequent: rrThi.s useci to be a lovely district. If only

![99 woulrl do something it could be again. These houses Lave got years of life- what a shame "ir Tt was this sort of prodiiing over a period of sone monthsplus a personai an8er that they could d.o such things which led to two of usde.ciding that rve shoulci ao somettring.

In l{ay L974 we eent out a leaflet to eyery house calling a public meeting.The first lines of the l-eaflet ran as foI,lows,:-

?rThe Ebors and surrcundj-ng streets are not bad cnes in which to 1ive.The area is going col"rnhill , however, because noboriy knows or wirlsay exactly when the houses are riuc for demorition... . ".rn this

due directly to the
had been in either



atnosphere of uncertainty it is not surprising that people are
not over-bothered about proper maintenance or qbout improvingtheir homes.fr

The leaflet ended:
fr.. "iihile the houses are sti11 standing there is time for usto do sonething. But we wcnrt get very far if vre restrict our

, rrsomethi-ngrr to rnoans over the garden wall with next door
neighbours. I,Je therefore ask everyone - ycung and old, owner
,ccupiers and. tenants tc try and attenc the open meeting.....
The nore there are of us, the rr>re the council is 1ike1y to
take notice, and the riiore chance we have of success.rr

I have quoted extensively from the leaflet beceuse it set the trer:d:
open meetings and the actlve support of as lj.lan)i peopl_e as possible. It
woul'J have been all too easy at this stage t-r call in trienAly l\rchitects
and othertrev.')erts'r fron the outsirie: ask then tc do it a1l , ancl 1et thempit their r*its against the experts on the Council.

tde didntt- The fight was w,:rth fighting only if the residents wanteCio fight, and because of this emphasis the canpaign.ultimately became much
morej than a housing carr:paign.

Thirty-odd people attended the first meeting. Encoura5led we formed. an
ad hoc Sroup to do a survey of the area and to organise a bigger and better
pubric meeting to which the ward city councillors would ue i_nvited.

The next day I uias amazed. People from the streets next to mine, people
who I'had never spoken to before, stopped to say hal-lo and offer nefp. -Ttre
feeling was there to win.

SMALL ADS

Daunted by the difficulties of achievfung revolutionary change ? Don't
despair - thrill to the exploits of the oppressed heroic Rurltanians,
somewhere in the back of beyond I ldentify with them in the comfort of
your o\mr armchalr I All subscrlbers get tr'REE full eolour poster of
glamorqrs freedom fighter PLUS big BIG lapeI badge. Be a REAL
milltant. Write today.

wAI{rED - impressionable young men and women in need of ideological
crutches. Dlssatisfied with church, youth club, girl. guides, etc. ?
Join the vanguard fur-crowd today and get sloganised, eomradised,
sisterised . .. No more nasty doubts or awkward thinldng - all the
answers on a plate I Appty IMG, SWp, WRp, etc.



EARLY DAYS
I knew wi:,11 two very syripathetic offset tithcPr,-'ss,- who operated fiteraify tOO yr-rds away fromsecond mer:ting, therefore, the ad hic group lt""iA*AThis we callecl tl{eresayr after the iniiial lettersThe broadsheet wes backeC up wj_th flyposters underFit to Live fn?"

The publi-c neetlng took t:iace four weeks after the f irst. k/e haci maclea boob over the cate - it claihed with the scotland.-Brazi.1 l/or1d cun ganeon tr'ie telly" Nevertheless over /o pr.ople packed the hali for what turned.out to be'arrbear-baitingtt sessiorr,uitt-two of therfarrl counciliors (bothLabour Party).

r gave a short introdu,ction. The first person who spoke after me was'a bloke in his fifties with a stron Yorkshire'accent. ;ifter a beauti.fullytimed build-up, he.sairi: 'rIrn going to fight for ny ,ouse and I hope 
!everyone here is with ne-'r spontaneous ap,;l-ause, and we were on our h/ay.

on the surface, notiring positi-ve ever comes out of public meetings withpoliticians' r know of no t.itu" way, however, of instilling an overt senq-e,of soli.darit:r within a 59roup of people"

one of the councillors present was p;rrticularly good at this. ,,ryow
you lealre. everything to us, we knc;rnr best... ,ts HarotJ L/ilson once said. , ..:a week is a long tine in r:oritics.., r donrt think you quite know what youhrant"'ri And after one very beligerant speech from a resident:'r ffve beeni:t politics 2J years and r haven't cone here to listen to speechcs like that.hlliy don't Srou stanrl for the Council?il

Devious, divisive, patronisingl, she stood out alocal radio reporter turnecl up, just before the end,for blood.

printers - Leeds Comnunity
the Ebors. For our
tc print a hroadsheet.

of the streets invoh'ed.
the thene: rrAn l\rea

mile. By the tinre the
the ileeting was baying

-:r;i;1 I

There fdll.owerl , over the sunner, two publ"ic neetings arnong olrrr*ilruu.The first'raptjointed a Treasurer, secretary'anil chair.r.r."(ruj. 
--r 

,",instructed tc 'igo right to the tope' anci cllnand 
" ""oti"g ;;i;; tib."=o,. 'tt u

. - 1.4.',': l. . 'City CL:unci1 r:csponsible for c.:ur hcr,rcs., .,! 
. ,: i :i fb 

''Iou 
deciced NoT to have a forrna] coniririttee, iiverything wou'rd bedecideo al tI: Flblic rpeeti-ngs" De}:gations ancl ad hoc conmittees,forr ':

speclIlc lunctlons woulo be elected as the need arose. ft wasialso eigreedat this meeting that everyone living in the are, should ne kepi,,,fu]ryinforr,-red of everything that happenerl in connection rtith the housinq, .

campaign, whr'ther they cane to rneetings or ,not. ,Heresay, t;.;;i;il sirorfa
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continue to come out and be delivered to everii door.

The second meeting was to elect our first rlelegation. Via the
friendlier of the two t/'ard Councillors,'we had at last been invited to the
Leeds Civic HaIl"

This meeting also passed unanimously the following resolution:
1) 'tThe bnsic demand for the Ebors Action Group is a minimum
1)-year life for all the houses in our area, so that improvement
grarits may be obtained.rr

2) rThat all delegatj-ons should consi-der this basic der:and to be
non-negotiable. Any mociifications can cnly be made at a pubU-c
meeting.rr

So there it was. Control- of the llbors ;tction Group was theoretically
in the hands of all the residents. It was up to us what we did with it.

OUI] FIRST SFT- BACKS
Our first meeting at the Civic l{all took pI..rce in late September 1974.

l'/e met the paid Council <;fficers r+ho advise the Housing Committee, i.e. the
local bureaucrats.

;,1though the officers are only supposed to advise the politicians, in
practice their polver i-s very great. As one Councillor once remarked:rrlf you donrt take the advice of your paid experts, why employ them?rr

. i'Je. didnrt get anywhere. ?he environniental health offj-cers, especially,
were hostile. Tc thern the area wa*s tc be rneasured soIe1y in terms of damp
cellars and crumbling garden wa1ls.

It cane as no surprisc, therefore, to the six of us on that first
delegaticn, that the Housing Comr,,ritteers decision, 6 weeks later r,uent
agai-nst us" The area was tc be split lnto two halves" The southern half
was to rernain in the 1974-?6 clearance progranne, the ncrthern was to be
rephased into the L977-BL programme.

the uproar that followed this announcenent, however, E9 surprising"
People stopped eaeh other in the streets, and several angry letters and
telephone cal1s were made tc the }lousing Conrnittee Chai-rman (we published
his address and telephone number i-n Tleresay') "

'.

A public meerj-rrg v/as hastily aranged to which the Housing Committee
Chairman was surnrnoned" He clair:red a prior engagenlent, not that he would
appear before us rabLls anlrway" i\ heated phone ccnversation went as follows:
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- ff you can't come can ).ou send sorneone else from the Housing Commit,tee?_ No.
- Very well then, I shiil1 go over your head and invite them pnyself.
- They wonrt be allowed to corrie.
- lJhy not?
- Because I say so.
- I see. i'/e11 0 if yourre insisting on exercising dictatorial eontrolover your comnittee f shall rnake sure every newspaper in the countryknows about it cone tomorrow morning.
- Now hang on a ,rinute. (tiutter, nutter, r:rutter, clinb down).

I I 11 see rrlhat f can do.

In the event' cver 50 residents turned up on a co1d, wet November nightto find themselves confronting the Deputy Chairman of the Housing CommittJe, .
the Tory Shadow Chairrnan (4), the Chief Environmental Health Offi_cer for
Leeds, his deputy in charge of demolition, and. two planners.

of all these- cerebrities, only the Deputy charrrnan an6 the chiefEnvironrnental Heal-iir officer said lnything. but they were enough. Some ofthe things they came out with were unbelievable even to someone like myself
who has read all the cr:rrect books about those in authority.

Typical exchanges were :

DEPUTY'CHrifRiliAN: Now, donrt you think you wculd aII be better off in a nice
modern Council house.

R;::rlx;tTs : tr{g I
DEPUTY: There's a lady dor.n there v,rho disagrees with ycu.

uproar; rn fact the 1ad;r i-n question had previously sai.d that she
wanted her landlord to be forceC to provitle her with an inside bathroom.
llothing about wanting a new Council house.

CHfitF EI{VIROM.'fj}iIAL H1,t/iLTH C;FEICjili: iiy men have been inside every house inthe area.
CHi.IR (tc, meeting):

Health Officer?
Iiow nany ,:f you. have been visi-ted by an Environmental

Silencc- for a few seccnds ancl then more upraar as nobody raj-ses
their hand. Hurried whispers among the Councilnen"

RIiSIDENT: Having heiard ho',v angry r^re all are, will you return and recommend
reversing your decision'?

IIEFUTY CilAlRi.,^lri: No. i:y colleagues and f have gone
trouble tonight to cone and listen to what you had to
was taken three weeks ago and. must stanti. Nowo itrs
if you donrt mind we'll take our leave.

The Councilmcn ]eft to panCenoniurn"

to a great deal of
s&$r But the decisj-on

verrr eold in this haI1,
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Three days later the Chairrnan of the Housing Conmittee telephoned tosay that the decision on our houses had been suspended pending furtherconsultation with the residents.

THE LCfuG Gff/NL)
l'ore public meetings arnd nr:re d.elegatic;ns (cach one being electedafresh) fol-1owed' v/e produced our or^rn fu}l report and obtaineci the help of afriendly architect for the section on the physicat structure of the houses(we still wrote it ourselves). 

.ly'e even r.oil * spontaneous delegation descendingon our IiP. rf nothing else, Lhis w;,is good pubricity, and uyrrpltn.tic articlesappeared in the local papers.

The Council ico-put in a g(rod deal of effort. on several occasj-cns thechief Environnental }iealth Cfficer i^ras seen touring the area with hisunderlings - naking sure tirat every house was visited.
Eventually, in i'iay \975, it was announcecl that the l{orthern half of theEbors was to be rerioved frorn the demcliticn progr.i.irre anc] was to become oneof Leeds' first four-Housing riction ,treas i:).-'ff." southern half was toremain in the a9Z4-26 progrernme.

Personally, r thought, irrhis is it. The campaign has already dragged ona year' The rDivlde anci Ruleris bound to work.?r BIt nc, - "-p"rrric meetingreade the mancate clear" continue to fight for the southern trair, although wenow agreed that some hoiises (about 20) in this half would be best demoliihed.
The decisiron had not yet actually been marie, so a picket of the Housingconmittee raeeting the folrowing wee& was arranged. naci-up pruir"iay wasobtained by the evening parier ind Yorkshire Teievision, rrri ihe Ho,singconirnittee saw its first public derronstration in yu"r.l 7 -'--*

MORE SMALL ADS

WANTED - PsYCHoLocICAL cRIppLES. Lack setf-conftdence,
repressed, cowed by authority ? Get your owr back on selected helpless
victims I There's a place for you ir: the Armed Forces, prl.son service,
Police, ete. FREE fetishistic uniform,

BOOIG: BOOI(S I 3OOI(S:
Revolution' se:ries: {1)

(2j
(3)
(4j
(5)
(6i

Also'Understanding Marxr

Books by Comrade Hack in the ,Correct
When to 'gtari your revolution
How to start your revolution
How to build yotrr PartSr
How fo consoli.date your revolution
How to run ycur revolutionary soclet5r
How and when to sell out your revolution

by Mrs. Marrr.
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Tir+ cr.ecis;i, i: t.re,':.l, tlrr'. rig;h, l,uL ;tiil 1r::'t i,.' l:e .c. r,firir,cC l:y ,ciL,,. full

Ut-ltlnci-l-. ,. ilelegl,t,ion r.r,, s rri'r'rr11;+:rl tl; l:t'uentl , ihe rl,urr.: tjcuri.dil .icetin6;i--r-;here
r,'ie I,'Jere;1L1.-,,.'ri--d ii::::ilkr: rr fitrc iritrutc -q.leech.' Thit;,.1,.s l.,rescnte:l hy scrrccne
t*h<; lti:ti li.rcr.i i:r thc ;:,reii (jver iC ye.rs. jjhe-:.,ut $c irltc',1 fe,:1in.; into it that
a r,:ont;rlec,ul; bursl ,rf s1:illarus(, .:reo.L*.1 hc.:r ;;t the unri..

'--'hcri .ihcr.r ci.i,e tj:c ritu,ri ;.r(.:-'rln."riI il-r:,t jr 1l-cr,vs: nIL .ic)_e,,:,tiu.ns - th.rt
"triis :ruttlr ne r.J,f:t-rul1 tt, thc i,,triltrilte Crl,,r:littee.r!. ,. farce? .Silre -
brut rt l:irst it :'eiiiii tlirt ilre =..,.i.,j."i r,,ii,u.'!-i: ]re. rili::e(: ,1,gainr ;rBri i.re (-1bt.o.inei
yet riore liul;1icit;r,

?he. icLeg: ticr !.,i:rlic(i. liri: .l<-ur-;ilig, C<,r ilittee ilefcrre* tlii:ir cccision
t'll-ilc r.,.;'l)3ri,: llr.rr, ft t:.tir If t,'..e ,'.,..ut;.icrr:. hfllf : i tt,e -,br,,rE. :

re r(jcijivcrj. ui:::r.r r.rf L1:i-s viuit ..:r:ii r.'itcirjerl . ti, c.rrs.nJe il lrelccr;lini, 1:srty.tcstL'rs t'.'cnt ui) i.n h,,u.';r, r+ittti;we il.c:.tini!i.r:€1 ir.i-rrf ve'':ent ri:,t1:cr tl:rijn ,jr:i.:r:litici:t
r'rin;:, rr,r l)i )ie$ fu11 r,f f 1.l:.1+e rs lin;.i Ll:r: stre *ti; r ;ncl iicri)ss r.rne street -.,cicnt -'crr.lce - :r iiugc i:t=.1,r,;er rilfUli;: , lrllcnt rrufl-acrj ..eic:-r.1.:s i{1p.1 ry CcunCi}Iers'?

",1*.s, 
tiio (],:uncillcrs I<;;;t a erriff urt,icr'J-i:r. The;.. cven refu=,";,i t,ffers

,..f cu1,a i.i' t,ei, fI;.:ti: 1,1313i:l.ents fcilcirir.Ltj t).ic'l r,-.,tinri"

FINAL SK IR M ISHFS
Our tub-thumping and publicity i^ras havin6; sone effect' The decision'

on the Southern half uas a6;ain {eferred. at the next Housing Committee
meeting 'tpending more consull,afion with the residentsrr. l'feanwhiler we

started talki-ng su.riously of selting up a Housing Co-operative in the Ebors.
:.j!t:'lri:ii: l'1.: ';: ';r'

These liccAEultationsrr laste,:lrni&ny' months, with many delegations.
Fi-na1ly, in taster 1}?6, tlie Housing Cornmittee Chairman intimated that he
wculd be prepared to look at fresh expert advice on the Southez:n half"i 

,

Vjere;id.thisasaface.savingtactic,andI,foroner.Q9ns94.we'were
about to win;: ' "dhet'the,Chairr',*, ,a. saying, in effect, was't.tra1 'Iie wa,snrt
going t<; accent auything from thc ple'bs who five in the Eborsf''biittttt'lit
came frorfl an acknowledged "expertrr t,hen it may be O.K" .

..'1f.- CfCwning 1r;r;r, h!rL:.rv.-r, r:rilt3 t: j..rzr, l::,:r:rl i:r ;ni;
ri:re rieli)1.;r.Lir:rl frl;i" t!ie r-i;1ici,r:,'. scat. *f rio,er, "The
itreetrt rirn,',: ,-,u.t ;ls tl.te:; i.rir1j."r1ipis{:.

i,/e brorrgh.l,in p, i1i-endly architect agg+nr i?nd told hin what we wanted
cloing wifh thc Si:u-,"hern'ha1f : twenty houses denolished, in two blocks.
In their pt-ai'd''wetwantcd newrlnfill-tr housin6 and'/ar play arcas.

strt;t ti. 5"rei:t this
'ruilif;, iiric t.,f the

'..1i.t'*
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The architeci- agreecl and pro<luced a beautiful report with so muchrrco*ectrf jargon ttrai it armosi rnystifi-ed us! i/e passed the reportunanimously at a public nreeting ancl sent it off to the council.
One month later, within the space of half an hour f received threephone calls. The first one hras fmm.a ldarc1 CounciLlor.
- Donrt say anythingl but tliere will be a rlecision on the Ebors soonand you should be pleased.

The second was from the council officer in che_.rge of the l,eedsfmprovement Prograrnme.

- -Donrt say anything but the council officers have just produced afresh report on the Ebors which is very sympathetj-c to yor. -

The third vras from the Housing comr:rittee chairman.
a Don't say anything because the other Councillors havenrt seen thenext Housing Conmittee agenda yet, but we will be raaki.ng a decision on theEbors in line with your Architectis report.

Ten days later the Housing cornmittee accepted a report fron its officerson the Ebors. This coincirierl Jxactly with our Architeci's report,

ly'e I d won.

THE AFTERMATH
The trbors were rlecla.red Leed.s' second. Housing Action Area in August ;19?6.The i-mproverlent pro8ralririie is now getting slovrly (ioo s:-c,w1y) uncler wiy.
The Housing co-op id.ea was dropred fairly quickly, rt did. not helpto be told such things as, 'rl'iith all tne financial stri.ngs attached to yournoney, which is public rnoney may I aclrl, your11 be left with littfe morechoice than the colour of your own wallpaperrr.

ldithr:ut going i-nto a najor critique of Housing co-op"s, suf fice to saythat enthusiasn soon l,,Ianed. when we learnt we woul-d be little more than ourown rent collectors.

Instead the Ebors *ction Group has joined the Leeds Federated HousingAssociation' ?his is a weird fedcration of snalJ. houslng associatj-ons inLeeds plus grcups like ours (6). rt is also a housi-ng aisociation in its ownright and by virtue c'f us joining it, it has taken on the inp".,rrrm";; --- "'^-
progranme for the Ebors. The Housing Corporation, a Governmlnt financedbody, provides part 6irants, part loans tor ttris purpose.

The problem is that before the l{ousing Association can inprove anyhouses, it's got to own thenr. ivith the ilbJrs being "so close to trre University
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and Folytechni-c, there is a hi-gh denand for rented acconmooation. Therefore
rents throughou.t Hyde Park are the highest in Leeds" It is not financlally
worthwhile for nany landloi'Cs to sell, especiallSr as the Housing Association
can onl-y offer a price suggested by the District Valuer"

. The way forr*'ard. for the Ebors r'rction Group is probably a rent campaign"
Already one public meei;ing has been held on the subject" The idea would be
to get every tenant to register: their rent a.t the rent irlbuna1 and obtain
a so-cailedlrfai-r r'ent?t" This nay not be veryirfai-rrtbr:t at least itfs almost
certain to be lower than what everybody ie; pa;"ing at the rnonent.

I ltnow of at least ore landl-crd who is tnrnking of selling to the
Housing Associat.ion u.nder' ';he threa.t of a legqistered renr.

If landlords rron'.f sei]-. t,hen they c::n be fr:rced to irprove - but such
clauses in the Hcusing :ici are fuil of l-oop holes and take a notoriously
long time to iraplenent.

But, ,if the Ebo:'s ;'lction Group
change. lrle alvlays prioed ou:"sehres

going to i;'iount a rent canpaign it must
the pa;u on making no dj-stlnction

',1,1j:ij_:- .., .e : g_-.!_12e;913!

-r.i,r,,...11. ii:,'i';a*il L.: -t-ipcn -TyIe 2.

1S
i.n

between owner-occupiers and tenants. We vrere for al-l- the people who live in
the area, and although cur activs su"pporters contained propo:'tionately more
owner-occupiers, nany tenants played a fuli part.

Now t}:.e olrner-occupiers ha.ve got what tney ivant. By and large t!ey,
live in the best ke,tt ho,.rses, a.::d bhe7, as ind:-rr-iduals oan ajlply for
improvement gran'!-..

/i tenant enphasis j-s needect,; slmpl;. because tenar.ts face the i-,iggest
problems "

! A'f tOl\iAl hi Ai3AZli'#f

ISC,:e ;.'rc.li l- i,:l ,i::,,:-.:..:,.L tj:-.-.r,Af..'-..: ].{1,,;1,:-.ar:.: a:i:a.": - .l--;;,:;,:l';l;, t-:I::.'te

fci'fi:'-ii.;r ..e,ri-..:., .^ '''1:-.l:,,.:. ,-':.:,1.'l:,1-"':..' al,":' -i.,''..).t'. ':"''."ls '11- Ccldey Ilti'
O;lrlcrii.

?i:.e(srnaLi ;.ia;,?:l: :::,.is l.cgi;e rye-ie i.t.i;ae fvori

,Cleea' 
, c/a Cr:l* rvcil .Go*L:s, :i35 J;t::-rr.r:::'i
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SGMT CQ/1dCLL/D//VG THCUGHTS
I said 2 rOOO words or so back thaL the Ebors was much rsore than a Housing

Campaign" f have trj-ed to convey some of the rtumphr? . wlth which the carnpaign
roent at times. Yet the nanner in which it brought peopte together rnanifested
itself in a host of ways.

Right frcm the beginning we got into the habit of going straight to the
pub from meetings. At thc end we even amangecl a trip to the other side of
Leeds tc view the first Housing rlction Area plus its local

A1so, there l,iere the rrtalks'r we were invited to give frorn time to time.
j'ilways a support group v.,ould travel. wiih the spe:lker.

f nust mention ihe Christmas Partj-es - in the upstairs roorn of one of the
local pubs" A mi-xture of formal acts and cio-it-yoursel-f fror:r th'e f1oor, the
three we have held so far will hold fonci ner,rories for all my Iife. In the last
twc we have even presented original plays - '?he Golden Cityt (A comedy-foll<
nusical about the area) and rEborellat (r! panto).

There is so much latant creativity in people, so nuch desire to enjoy
ourselvesr that even a cynical rSoliC;rrityt subscriber woul-d have been
i-mpressed and not knocked us tco hard for not cluite getiing it correct.

lfhen yourre out at work all rlay, Iou cantt corne hori,le each night and put
what Iitt1e energy you have left into a housi-ng carnpaign if that campaign- isduI1' monotoncus tol}. ftrs too nuch like what you've just come homl fiom.

But, if the campaign is fun to participate in, then you can keep it upindefinitely. 'v/e11, you can keep it up at least for iwo yur"., which is whatthe Ebors t\ction Group diC.

The sane goes for po\./er. The internal power of the Ebors Action Group 1ayin its public rneeting. Every resi-dent *rs "ntitled to attend, speak and vlte."Public meetings were L1sual1y r,rel-l attencied because people knew tirey ms6s the
decisions there.

f do not lvish tc; conjure up ima5ies of incred.ibiy conscious publ:ic meetings.
They werenft, and r have io be honest ancl say that some people prt i-r, a lot
rnore spade vrork than oihers.

li fair proporti-on of the spade-workers werc pecple from the rtlumpen
intelh-gentsiar?who f nentionecl earlicr. ft v,ras naughty of me tc categorise
us (half an hourrs break for self-criticism). one success sto:.y of the canpaign
was that black and v,rhite, acaclen:ic erncL worker, treated. each other as nothingless than individuals in ilreir own right.
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Forgive rne for using the word again, but what the lumpen intelugerrlsri

could offer were: more time; vitriolic fingers to work vitriolic typei;:.-i l:,;.,,
contacts with such people as cheap printers, theatre groups for 11,.. :l-Lng ;i.-:g ,
props, and architects.

Yet we offered this because we lived in the area. f became in,,ol-ve:i
not because frrn an agitator and itts my ciuty to become involved, bui beL1i,i:,1.j
r rras furious about rny lack of control of our environment"

The lumpen intelligentsia were not a bunch of poliiicos who mcved in
from tire outside with an agitation kit, nor were we social wor.kers, i.h,-.
area was our home too, with a good number of years treidition behi-nd -i-t. a;
being our hone. r.'ote harmonised, (and thatts all youf1l get fron me on Ge,ajustification).

The residents of the Ebors won a reform - a reforn that couid easij-5
be accommodated within the system. But more important, we learr,,.t first-
hand what those in authority are like - they lie, they chea.u, th.ey t,,,ris-t,
theyrre opportunist creeps (Z). Iiost of alI we learnt wha.t eticki.ng
together can do"

fs such a reform, won in such a manner, reforml-st?

Are we all better people as a result of tire campaign? r hooe sc.

I called this section ttsome Concluding Thoughtsrr. The though'li; i:;air.
are l-eft to me nor{ are al-I rnemories. fhey probably say more than ever-:i
other work f have written.

- To Theresa, in the off-licence the day after our first pubiic
rneeting: lrHello love, vle're gcing to show those buggers we knc',.r n';j"
rightsrt,

- To Les, in the pub. tr!,/e used tc hold this countr.v to:'ans:nie .1.r,

cur union (the constructional iingineers). Had it by the shcr; a:::.e
curlies we did. Then things went wrong in the ,50's. r goi oui r.l
union politics and closec1. ne garden gabe - until this housilr8 +rhr-Jr:j
came uprr. (Les also Ied the first l'Iay Day rnarches in Leeds a:'te:"'tl,e' war)

- To }Iil.la, ta3J<in5q to an Environmental Health Officer: r'|rerr,.^ ^- r-

sorts rn this area - poles, As j_ans , lrJest Indj_ans, students _ ar:C r,i.
like them living here. We want them to stayfl

-.ilnvironmental Heal-th Officer in reply: trllel-l , f can see yoli'l-s:-.c,i
going to give up. Youtre a Jol1y crowd at least.rr

- To connie, having just got me. out of bed at 11"1)pn. ftr?vejus't i.;::.r
up the Housing Chaj-rman and told hin what l think of, hin" His w-i.ft,
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!olg'p". .4,",,*gu in bed at first and that he worked. 24, hours a cay.I TTpo yhr{t hq wag doing 'in bed at eleven at night .],-nia r dL wrong?t'

- To angharad, arter a stormy pubric meeting with counci1lors andofficials: ItThis is supposecl to be a demo""icy" Yet you come here and' ' 6ay'the decision's aflaey been taken. You havenrt listened to a" bfoody wordtr' The'Council-lors stood durnbfounded at this outburstand then breathed a sigh of retief as she stormed out of the ha]l,slaraming the door on hir .way.

:' - Fi,1el1y, tci the,lnvironmental Health Officer in charge of fmprovement,confiding-in an acquaintance: itTht-- Ebors are falling tJ pieces. ft was
,.. p,olitical decision that ha<i them saved,rr.

In other words, the potiticians haci over-ridrlen the judgement of their
advis .::s be.cause vre had shouted too loud.

llhat a tributel /Ifter all we hrerenlt the l,lational Union of l,iineworkerswith rea.l- econonic bargaining power. There was little else we could do but

o-O-o-

Fogtlotes.

(1) Quctea from*Lg?ds* ii9rr!i.n-g pctentiat and. pric,rities, 19?1-1991. This
was accepted by L*eds CilffiiT In 1!f--

(-2) gt the tinc of rvriting (January ]9??) 10 houses are ernpty in the Ebors.

3) Our first survey inclicated an BOr'5 support for the Housing Carnpaign

(4) Since June L9T5 the Chairrnan.

(:) Hous'ing;iction Areas were inventcd" i-n the l9Z4 Housing Act. They are
supposec to be areas vrhere social factcrs and physical conditions combine tocreate housi-ng stress. The ictea is to t:rke thl area by the scruff of the neck,inject a lot of rnoney and bring the houses up to standard. in five years. Thebasis feature is Tyrl inpr.vernc'nt grants for hc--use owners (i.nctuain!-i""ai"rl"l.
(5) For exarnple Leecls'v/omenrs i\id which runs the battered rnri.ves hostel is arnernber" so tcc is the irction Group reprcscnting Leeds r first HAA. 

.

Q) Three clays after the Ebors hild been saved a lccal l,iard Councillor had thenerve to say 04.lccal radio: ttI,ook uihat f dirl for the Eborst,. lvhat she diddo was tip me off once when Councillors were to tour the ;;u;, and to say howdelighted she was art the Housing corarnittee neeting that saved us.



tdA()i$]$
. Eere is an urpgent i?lessage for all those travelling East to socialism'

Yourre going'ihe ini.:'ong way" PulI cl'er to the hard shoufder' Check you-'

vehicle.',.,Ask -vourselves some quest,ions :

1)' Wtrat ttre nell- is going on in China? ttrho is in control?

2) Is i,ladane l.1ao e,- revi sionist? if so , f or hot',' long was Mao too
senile to recognise tnc fe^ct? i yea::? 2 years? 1O years?

il Is' Teng lisj-ao-rin6 a revisio:lisi? Or a revered leader? I{hy
does he, chamelec:r''-1-i l=-e " :reei: changi-ng f::'om one io lLie other'?

4) Who chose -ti.ua e-s the rew ieade:: of China? Did the Chinese people
have any say in 'uhe choice ?

il hliry have. nei'Lher +"hc 
!-e-r1!r:,i-;-F.ggie"'; n'or -k-W9I5"". provided'- any

.rrrrurl? ArL t[ey awarej of ttre-ififiCa.nCe of the questions? Do they
appreciate the significance of their srlence? -

6) I{as the tParLy of the tlori:ing Cla-ss! reai3-y got no id.ea of what
is goi-ng on in China? ',^uThy c-:esnri the pro--Mao press report the faction
fights?

?) Why were "/arious lilce:tari.an organisations (incl-uding Sol-idari-ty-)
able to preclict that facticn fi ghis would break out in China as the new

class. consolidateci j-bs pow';r? (See fLe-Flg-9g-yhe Chinese Revolg-E!-on")

Any MaoisI provj.Ci-:ig acceptabJ-e answe]:,s wiil be rewarded with a

willing convert. ilo aitswei.s 1,o these questions r;ifl be forthcoming, how-
ever, for Ch-na is::un tr;,r a 6airg cf no'i; just fc,li::. but of thousands of
bureaucrats and ili&rr&f,crs.

_I : _,!_cJgIEl{E I'ry* 
- 
r I g* j_-.

Arrange the fo.Llo'"rj.ng ir cicer of na-s-ti:ess i tJin a yearrs subscrip-
tion to The Wor'kcr i

C api ta-I-is t -!-acit,,- :,'s
Runn:-ng d.cg;s
Pape r ti,ge:::,;
Revj-sronrsts
Ex*lead-er s , r.ol+ oa-1li iali s i-roaders
Bx-capl. ba-].:-st 1.- cad.elrs , llow --l'eade:s
Imperiali s'u :,35:'e s scrs
Pe ttY -boLirgs :ljLc = I': :;i:t: L s

Traiicz:s t; -{!e cause cf t1'.e'nte:'na'cicnal- prol'etariat
Follolve::s 'of Cc)nfuc'i u-s

Fr: eni.s of i.i-; Ba.t;d-a"ranail:e aniL ol Yahya []'an

"-a8-

A rUi$$;\ LiI f*;] AII
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ETEANoR mLaxl , !}e BBC2 teLevision seri.al

^ , Marx ani marxisrn have today become intensely saleable eommodities.
One of t,he positive by-products is that the good.s on d1splay must bearat least Some resemblince to their historical prototypes. A new Marxis grad'ua11y--ernergj-ng, more real in every vray - and therefore more rld4led.
lith contra-dicti-ons - than the varj-ous Jehovah-Iike versj-ons that havefor So long peopled the revolutionary Olympus"

The BBC2 recent three-part television seri-a1 on Eleanor Marx (Karlrsyoungest daughter) was interesting in that it sought to break at lastfrom the officiaL hagiographies. in the first episod.e there was a,l almosthuman Marx, coi:rplete with boils (whj-ch he could. not have avoj-d.ed) and.patriarchal Yictori-an attitudes (r^rhich strike one as strange today, whenMarx is so wid'e1y acclaimed by some who shouLd know better as the ideol_o-gical forefather of woaenrs liberation t).
The atmosphere of the Marx householc, at 28 Dean street, was cle-verly reconstructed" We sa1{ a ivlarx who both adored and exploited hisTussy (Eleanor)" His brilliant exposition of trr.-".Iilrr-inu.t rthe

d'ominant ideas of each epoch are the id.eas of its ruling classr wasunwittingly illustrated by hj-s own attitudes to fussyi;"*.fu fri-ends,atti-tudes that would be deemed or-rtrageous by todayts"stanJards"(t) whentissagaral (a survivor of the Paris Co**r*ru- and without aoui;-i;; *oui""serious historian ) shor,ved signs of I excessive I (i. e . amorous > r"",iri""itywith Tussy, I'iarxts strj-ctrlres were those of the bourgeois paterfanrlliaswho owr-red his daughter" rt is amazing that Elearro" uho,rld have emerged.as such an appealing person, with such a zest for rife, for both herrespectable mother and her trevolutionaryr father d.id much to make herconform to the mores of her time,
The story of Fred-dy, the illegitimate son Marx sired from Lenchen,the family maid (2) was not glossed over. We are shown Enge1s, assuflingfresponsibilityr for the rfatherhoodr - and by and large treating the la6rather shabbily. Freddy, the only proletarian j-n ihe M*"* household,came over as one of the least neurotic people in the r,rhole ru6nage.-

(t) That these attitudes were no passing clouds onis revealed by. the much earl_i-er letter writt""-Uy'-(see p. ), who was then rpaying courtf to laurl,
daughters.

Marxrs ageing judgnent
Mar:x to Paul lafargue
anoth6r of Marxts

(e) Xnown to the
H616ne Denuth"

l4arx chi-ldren as Nim, Nym or Ni;my,. her real nane waa
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But why was i-t necessary? even:in tire era oi.trivialisation by the
mass media, so violently ta: Lc:'qure. some c,f -the facts? f.ihy was Brad.laugh
(who had never been a member of the SDI') made tc denounbe Avel1ng at an
SDF meeting for the financial i-r'regularities he (a,reling) naa commiited
during-his tour of the USA? (tire tour of the USA took pl."ce at the endof 1886, while Aveling had left ihe sDF nea::l-:l z;ueaj:s earlier.) why r,,:
Engels, dying of cancer of the oesophaEqus, showa as: te]-J-ing Eleanor lhat
Marx was Freddyts father (and therefore her haif*broiher), vrhereas i-t iswell known that the information had been conveyed. io Eleanor some tiaeearlier by Sam Moore2 {il }ihy was 1',Ij-11 Tho-z.ri, ihe general secretary of
the'Gasworkerst Unron, show:.i as toial_]-}. itiitelate? l-, -. : is no sub-stantiation for thi;; r-;li.ci - .;\::-r. .[ ,, -o]., .1 . . r:; .. ,,i..;' ]:ave helped.,him
improve hj.s:eddini; '' -:. t;.-ir...-1"*5,r]-ary, brri this i-e.quite a d.iiferent
r:aatter " lJhy.r at the t.-me of Errge J s I ciea L.h , wa;j l,cil,j.ca ]{autsky nade t oappear as a::apacious $.Ji?g, sec,king the exclusi;€ tro:-session of Marxrsdocuments, whereas she w:"s at ihe ti;ee o:iIn- i;he ra-paci-cus r.rife of one,+LudwiS -!'reyberger? -u'Jhy, fina113re wa.s Ave1:ing naic i;r: a-ppeai as a knowingaccomplice to Eleanorts stt-i"ci-de-'i He a,as a,sac e:r.ough character as,it was,without being sa'1dl-ed v'rith thi: e.C.cUti-ona] .,-oa.ci r.,j Jri.ium" Bernard Shawrs
a'ssessment of him (4,t as rquite a pieasant ferrc,;i,vho would. have gone,tothe'stake for socialism o: a'Lher'-sm. but wj..th ,;r;i";;:-.y"rrJ*"onscienoe i-nhis:private life! shornis a nore differentlated apl::oach. io the complexitiesand contradictions of h_,_irnan behaviou::.

'.:" ' One day it will be poss:-ble t.-. assess ner-l:er-s of the HoIy Familyobjectivel-y, with all- their strerrgtL:e e.nd ai' l,hei;: w:aknessss. ,producer
Louis Marksr efforts werre a sl;e-c in ihat ci--reciic:-." ft is ail- the sadd.ertherefore that nevr rnyth,s were creaieri, no soone:, ihe olaer ones d.isceirded..
Perhaps this wj-il- last fc:: as lr,ng as pr:l:trc:li p::oi-uce:,s - and politicos
i1 .genera1 - prefer the ease of thr,'black anci r.rh-ite stereotypes to the ,

effort' requir"ed in coping .l:r--th v1..-i xp.s sh.acc; cf 3z'e1r" i.. .-:

M" 8,"

- (l) An English lawyer tt|l|-
and Engels, lhe translait,:: of
of volume I of q.tpL!"!"

"9' 
1), one cf ih: ol..'rei;

the Communlst Mari-fesic
friends of Marx
ar:.d cc-translator

(4) r,etter
Srdth in The

to 1," Pz'eger, Februar.y ZZ, tal. /19+6 " Quo'l;e:i. by litramen Sylvester
Co:,stab};, igra? "

I"ondon ileretics 18?C- lg11 "
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SIR i

London 1J August 1866

My dear Lafargue,
Al-lovi me tc make the following observations i

1" If ycu wish io continue your relations with my daughter, youwill
have to discard. your manner" of tpaying courtr to her" you are well
aware that no engatement has been entered. i.nto, that as lret everythj-ngis provisional" And even i-f she were formally your betrothed, ytu shouldnot forget that this concerns a long-term affaj-r. An all too intimate
deportment is the more u.ntrecoming j-n so far as the two lovers will beliving in the same place for a necessarily prolonged period. of purgatory
and of severe tests" I have obserrled with dismay your change of cond.uctfrom d.ay to day over the georogic epoch of a single week. io rry mind.,true love expresses i-tsel-f j-n ihe loverrs restraint, modest bearing, evendiffidence regarding the adored. one, and certainly not in unconstrainedpassion ano. manifestatj-ons of premature familiarity" Should. you pleadin defence your Cr6ole ternperament, it becomes my d.uty to intlrpoie my
sound. sense between your lemperament and ny daughter. ff in her pr""Lr.""
you are unable to love her in a manner that conforms with the latitude ofl,ondonr Yo[ lviil have to resign yourself to ]oving her from a d.istance.I am sure you iake ny meaning.

2" Before definj-tely settling your relati ons with Laura I require a clearexplanation of your economj-c posilion" My daughter believes that I anconversant with your affairs. She is mistaken" I have not raised thismatter because, in my vier,v, i-t r,,ras for you to tak"e the initiative. you
know that I have sacrificed, my whole fortune to the revoluti-onary struggle.I do not regret it" On the contrary. Had l my career to start again,-Ishould do the same. But r would n9t marry, As far as lies i4 my-power-I intend to save rny rlaughter fron the reefs on whic.lr he3 motherrs lifehas been wrecked. Since' this ma"tter'would never haye re-'achea its p:.esent

*31
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stage l.rithout r:ry direct interven-tion (a faiiing on my paril) and without
the infl-uence of ny friend"dhj-p {or you on ny daug}rterrs attitud.e, a
heavy personal responsibility rests'upon me. As regarcls your preseni
cj-rcumstances, the j-nforrnation, whi-ch i d"id not seek out but which has
reached me nelrertheless, j-s by no means reassuring. But to proceed"
Concerning your position in general , I know that you are still a studer,r,,that your career in France nas been rnore or less z'uined by the Li6gej-ncident, that you sti1l lack the language , the i-nd.ispen=u.t]" i-mplerlentfor your acclimatisaiion in Engtand, and that yoor p"-spects ar:e at bestentirely p,roblematic " Observation has convinced me thal you are not bynature diligent, despi-te bouts of ferrerish activity and good intentions"In these circumstances you wili'need. help from othe:rs to set out j-n 1ifewith my daughter. As regards your family I know nothing" Assum-ing thatthey enjoy a certain cor:petence, that does rrot necessarily gj-ve proof thatthey are willing to iaake sacrifices for you. I clo nct even know how theyview your plans formarriage. I repeat. I must have definite elucid.ation
on all these::ratters. l{oreover, you, as an avcv,ied rcalist, will hardly
expect that I shoulC treat ray c.aughterls future as an ideafi-st, you, a
man so practical that you v;ould aboiish poetry altcgeiher, cannot rrish
to wax poetical at the expense of my child"

3. To forestail any iri-isinterpretation of this J.,.tter., I can assure youthat were you in a position io contra-ct marri-age as from tod.ay, it wouldnot happen" lvly daugnte:' r+ould. refuse" I inyself r,rould cbject" you mustbe a real man trefore thinking of maruiage, and. it wj-l1 mean a long testingtirne f or you and f or her'.

4" I should like the pri-vacy of this letter to remain between our twosel-ves. I await your answer

Yours evef.,

KarI Marx"

"IYices *p. une*tpioym€ni up, srab!* t*wges!" lf I
riiiitt't kr"*w bstter, l'd tldnk we'd" *ll riietl and
Btln( ta hyavcn!
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