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SOLIDARITY FOR SOCIAL
REVOLUTI0N i.s the national
magazine of SOLIDARITY. It
i+, produeed h.11 geographioally
spaced ourt editorial groups-:
lfio 1& 5 Aberdeen / Dundee
N.o2r4&7Lon.don
l[o 3 0xford
No 6lllanchester / Leeds
N,o S lYlidlan,ds
This issue uas edited in
Glas go rrl.

lrJhile the contents of, the
magazine generally reflect the
politics or the group as a
ulho1e, articles signed hy
individual-s do not n.ecessarilY
repres ent the vierL.rs of, aIl- the
memb.ers.

S0LIDARITY is part of, the n,eul

movement against authoritarian.
society.. lLJe see our aimi as
clarifying the meaning of,
sociafism, as it is artiouf-
ated in self-managed strugglesl
lLJe have developed a critique
of bureaucratisation. and. the
other kay dynam.ics of modern
society, and seek to assist
each other i,n our activity
urhere possihle.

If you uould like to subscribe
send name/address/f,2 Lo the
Puhlications SecretarY al
23 Solar Court, Lo
23 SoLar Court, Etchingham
Fark Road, Londonr N3.
Cheques paYabl-e to SolidaritY
Pub.lications. You r,.ri11

receive issues of the m,agaz-
ine and pamPhlets to the
value of your sub*r less
p os tag e.

If you uant to contact
SOL lDAR ITY !
ABIRDEE: c/o 167 Kinq Street
C0VENTRY: a/o 124 Ho.Ifis Road
L0NDON: cfo 123 Lathom, RoadrE6
lYlSNCI-IES"IER z c/o 1o9 0xf ord Rd
0XFORD: a/o 34 CoulaY Road
If you. l-ive outside Britain,
contact the lnternational
Secretary c/o London group.
For other tourns contact t}le
National Seeretary c/o
lhanchester Group.

CO NTENTS

N-icaragua - a neu myth P3
Repression i-n lta1y P4
Torness - keeping it ci-ean P5
In searc.h of the ru1in._o c-lass Pa
LaLters p12
I.!lanifesto for radical diplomats P'1 5
Autonomy and politics Plrg

tutlBnrlt
SOLIDARITY AND THE SlJAIVIP.
UP TO OUR EYES AND SINKING

lr.lhat differentiates Solidarity
from the traditional- 1eft and
the radical alternative groups
is the insight that the
consciousness of the uorking
class becomes revolutionary
only uhen it is no fonger
imposed from the outside.

lLJhere the perspective of class
is not totally ahsent - as in
hollorrr statements ahout the
universaliLy of one form of
oppression or another - ule are
treated to definitions of c-].ass
and consciousness rrrhieh oule
more to theoretical speculatioa
than to any observation of,
soc.ial events. NorLlhere j-s
there any conception of everyday
resistance to capital heing
implicitly socialist and potent-
ialiy revol-utionary. Social-ism.
if ule are to helieus the alteln-
atiue leftts prcrou:;E;=-'-ar:3
rrou.r to he a -atter ci n-*:= -=y
people relata to e=ci:-*-:e:n.
Pol:-i:jcal :is:ussicr, r.as i€=1
reciucec tc a ser:-es ci:trr€l-
isLic propcsitiorre ac€u-*
personal c:nduct.
The present insistence on
sma11 ulorkshop grou.ps
intended to sol-ieiL the
fullest possihle partic-
ipation, does not deriue f,som;
any mistaken notion ofi
s-e1f-aativity. lt ansuers
to tha sense of excfusion
suffered hy radical intel-I-
ectuals uho llind ihemselues
depriued of any soc.iaL
anchoraqe and so aLtempt tr
construct an artif,iicial-
idenLiLy h,y using thair
grroup as a crutch. Intno-
speetioni is aIlied Lo a
dogmati.c assertjon- of, tne
general ualicli',y of personal-
'e xp er ie nc e.

The end resul-t is not merely
a failure to make the cruci.al
dis tinction betueen. rLlhat i-s
personal and. uhat ie social
and puhlic-, but al-so an
equa11 y deh.iJ- itatin,g
auoidance of argument.

Deb,ate nouJ meam,& no more
than a frenetic search for
areas o,f aqreement and an
endorsement of attitudes
uhich al-Lernata hetuleen
patrona-ce and syeophancy. And
this has resul-Led in, accus-
a::-cns af oppressiue hehav-
icle a:: irad faitla, i.r,r, plae-e
oi ary p:l-itioal response to
atiet;:r tc challen.ge the
iceas a:: assumptions
rnce:-;. --; this egocentrism",
it::-=:3s ro surprise
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poliiics, since their pract-
ical resu.It has heen an.
ahandonm,enL. of, any re\rol-ution-
ary perspeotive roo,ted in.
the social realiLies of, c.fas s
domination. trJhr,at ue find.
instead is the cerehral-
prescription. of rtemaF,ciPated
consciousness, itself m.erelY
an ertension of alien.ation,,
althouqh in a'form to tuhricht
the enlightened can give
their assent.

Consciousness is not tha
monopofy oi snall l-eginigL
groups, voJ-rntarist left
eommunists ar.c s) ncical-ists
or enl-iEhte;.ec :a:icaI indiv-
idual+, a3iri:actirEC in
isaia'ticn --::- ::= c-ass
struggle; i-, 's :o-'h a

compoient al: a::ccuct of
socia- (=-: -c-- :e:sor,a1)
relaria-s -a:ci caE be ulder-
stood 3:-! i- ci.ass terms.
The u:c-= 3:ea--ruiF of
neuros:s' a:x:-et'yr guil-t
anC se-i-cerscrshiP are social
manji as --aLions resulting
iro- :=::iiice and suh-
aj.ss'ic: 1r pursuiL or def ence
ci ciass (and sectional)
-i-rer=s", and fDom accomF
c:a----: and pliuatising everY
iruscrated impulse to
reioLt aqainst hureaueralic
scciety. And it is in
these terms that th.e
present auoidance of po.1it-
ical- debate must be see,.r,.



a myth ls born repressron
Nicaragua

lhe foreign policies of tbe
rdevelopedl !{estern cotrtries
arentt nhat they used to be!
In Nioaraguar aa orC5.rary
coEtson-or-gardeA Ietin Aaerican
dictetor - General Anaetaslo
Soaoza - is about to lose/hae
Just lost (delete as applicable)
shisE cou:rtry through an armed
lnsurreetion, rhose nnost ne11-
lcnovn protagonists ere the
Sandinista g:u.er=i11a movement.
The lnperialiet lJest, however,
far from sendiag troops and
finaace to help the Bgoodr
Geaeral oat, has been puttlng
pressule on Somoza to resig:n
and has, furthernore, been
aaking approvLng aoises regard-
lng the activities of the
Saadinistas. the situation has
becone ext=ene1y confirsing.
Somoza has been threatening to
invade that paragon of
revolutionary virtuer Costa
Bica, for harbouring the
Sandinistas. Yeneznela hss
responded by threatenLng to
retaliate agaiast Nicaragta if
Somoza does invade Coste RLca.
Even our orn Radio Four has
featured intervievs with
Sandinistas di=eet fros the
streets of Halagta stressi.ng
tha,t the grrerrillas are fighi-
iag the rjust fightn and that,
farthermore, they are ttnot
Conmuniststr,

So, whatts been goi.ng on? A
senj-or U.S. State Departuent
officialr refeming to neigh-
bourlng E1 Salvador (one of
the fers countries to defend
Somoza because it could well
go the sane vay) said that
s.....8 very ema1I percentage
of the population possesses a
disproportionately 1a=ge
pereentage of the land. A
snal1 circls 6f Hsalthy
fani.lies controls the bulk
of the conntryrs !€Sorlrc€so
The quality of life for
large nunlers of persons is
generally just tolerable.
Landlessness and high
unenploynent uith under-
employment feed the dis-
content of the massesn. Ee
a.lmost took the words right
out of our mouths!

The real reason for the
lrestr s t'enllghtenedtt attitude
towards Nicaragua and E1
Salvador has nothing to do
uith either President Carterts
rtvishy-1s2shy liberalismtt or a
sudden change of heart bY our
oppressbrs after rnanY Years of
revolutionary propoganda fron
people like us: it has to do

t -

vith the faet that as far as
!tthe chapst' are eoncer::ed
General Somozs, has been a

"cad and a bounderl". uere
is vrhat the Financi3i I::es ii
l.Iednesday June lJth rai to saY
about Nicarag:ua.

"Since 1932 l]ne Do;-e:.. ...:-as
been concentrateC nct ir t::e
hands of tr'curteen ?a-:rliies
(the ruling elite in 31
Salvador - erplanstor;r note)
but io those cf onlY oner the
Somozas.....Either directlY
vhen they occuPied the
presidency, or indireetlY
through norainees uhen theY did
not, the Somozas have had
Nicaragea in aa iron griP for
nearly flve decades.
Aaastasio Somoza the elder
,*as installed as head of the
National Guard vhich tras
established by the S.S. armY
at the end of its oecuPation.
He subseo-uently took eontrol
of one of the two lorg
established poli-ti.ca1 Parties,
the tibera1s..,..fhe last few
years have seen increasing
eollaboration arnong the
dyna.styrs opponents ir
-'licara;.ra. The iibe=a1s I

traCitianaJ. oppo::ents, the
Conservatives, Lave stiffenei
their opposi'tion to ihe
Gcvernaent as business has
seen Somoza interests becoming
overwhelmingly powerfuL and
Somoza rule increasingly bad
for non-Somoza conpanles. Ihe
professionaLs and church
people have joined with
Conservative businessmen to
fora the Group of Ttrelve vhich
h3s been videly acelaimed and
is the most popular political
organisation in the eountry...
fhe Group of Tr,*e1ve has in its
turn moved closer to the I'SLlf ,
the Sandinista guerrilla move-
ment r.,hich has been attacking
the Somoza government and its
troops since Aug:tr.st last Year
aad which launched a nsjor
offensive throughout the
country this month.rl

So there you have it! The
only vay to get a foot in the
door of the Ni-caraguan economy
is to get rid of Somoza. Not
surprisinglyr thereforet
Somoza nov faces the hostllitY
not only of the USA (r+hieh Put
his faioily into por+er in the
first place) uut also of
Mexico, 'Cos'ta Elea, Panama and
several European countries.
Even lsrae1 and Spaln have
prora5.sed to stop supPlYing
arms to Somoza. N.S. (London)

PaBe Three

ITAHT

Italy has been ruled throughout
the post-war era by a tvo-Party
systen of Goveram€rit, con-
sisting of the Christiaa
Ieuoorats in Government, vho
elaim to represent the
Catholie side of Italian
culture, and an offieial
oppositioa- eonsisting of i;he
Conmuai.st Party and sometimes
the Socialist Party (vher, ',':e
latter arentt part of a
coalitlon Government rslth ;he
ChrLstian Denoc=ats) vho elain
to represent the socialist
.element ln Italian culture.
In the late 50ts the
Corunuaist Ps,rtyrs elain to be
the nrealtt oppositLon eane
increasingly under fire as
autonomous workers actLone
(not to be confused with the
present-day ftHorkers Autononyr )
in faetories throughout the
north of lta1y, Lu particular,
poeed a great threat to the
ruling regime. llhe Communists
and their toe-rag union sooa
came to the reseue and after
riding the tiger of vildcat
strikesr and so on, for
avhile ranaged to restore
order and obtain harnless
eoneessions fros the enployere.
Out of this studentsr*orker
oilitancy of the late 50rs a
number of leninist and naolst
g?onps experlenced a certaln
anount of g:rowth and other
tlew ones vere formed. The
Red Brigades, lncidenta11y,
descend fron this nilieux.
Enen the anarehists (the
originators of the labour
movement in ltaly - the words
socLalisn o1d ansrchisn rvere
sJrnon;reous at one tiue) were
forced to enter the latter
hal.f of the twentieth century
after the premeditated state-
organised massac?e in Pl-azl.a
?oatana, I411an, was blamed oa
the anarchist Yalpreda and as
a result of this witch-hunt
another anarchist, the railway
norker Giuseppe Pine11i, vas
murdered by the police
inspeetor Calab=esi and his
cronles durLng 5.nterrogation
and then defenestrated.
In 1959 the main organisers
of the eounter-offensive by
the State r.rere the Christian
Denocrats, and the man rsho
has up tL11 these last
eleotions been the Prime
Minister, Giulio Andreotti,
was then the }linister of
Defence and the chances are
fairly high that not only did
he knov vhat was going on but

I
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that he also may have had a
hand in the practicaf side of
the fornulation of the
nopposed extremismsrt theory.
Now it is the Conmunist
Partyts turn to defend the
regime.
7"n 1977, at the hei.ght of the
Cisturbances in Rone the Party
received a great insult from
trthe movementr which they have
clearly not forgotten. fl:e
PCI had sent their very own

"super-prolert. GeaeraL
Secretary of the Communist-
run ualonr CGItr Luciano tama,
to talk to the l{etropolJ.tan
Indians, Autonomists,
Anarchists and so ori then
oceu?ylng the Unive=sity. To'
cries of nlamas belong in
Tibettt and other less
complimentary slogans about
the Partyts policing role he
was throvn out of the
university grounds along vith
his bodyguartts. By this
tine, of course, the Party
vas already lending rcritical
support*' (their only
criticisn being that they did
not hold any ninisterial posts)
to the Government 1ed by rthe
only man Ln the Christian
Deuocrat Party vhom ve ean
sork sithn, Giulio Anilreotti.
In Aprl1 of this year a
elramatic series of anests
took plaee involving nany
lecturerse left-wing
jour'rralists and othersr aaong
them several self-nade

nleadersd of the Autonomous
lilovement. The arrests trere
instigated by a magistrate,
Pietro Caf ero, who is also
a member or the Comaunist
?arty, and the charges centre
arouna their supPosedlY being
the ideologLcal leadershiP of
the Red Brigades. In faet
rterrorist activitiess and the
inability of the Police to
apprehead its Perpetrators has
provialed the basis over
several Years for the arrest
of a great nunber of activists
and militants engaged in a
large varletY of sfruggles in
factories, in Poor areas of
clties, in the nomenrs Eove-
ment and so'on. These arrests
have tended to take the form
of abductions and the victiras I

relatives and friends onlY
find out nhere and vhY theY
have been kidnapped bY the
State after a gzeat deaL of
bureaucratic hassle. On this
oeeasion, hovevetl the PeoPle
arrested have been so ve1I-
known that a general sense of
outrage has gripped the whole
of the Italian and French left
intelligentsia. These arests
amonrttr in factl to a round-uP
of all left-wing dissideats
against the PCIts "historic

compromisen stratery.
Naturally, even Party merabers
lrho have been over-critical
of tlthe linen have recej.ved a
lot of unpleasant attention
fron the poliee iesulting in
aot only their incarceration
but also the suspension of
their Pa=ty nenbershlp until
they have proven thelr
i.naoeence.

Amongst the absurd slaims
being uade by the Lnaginative
nagistrate Calogero is that
Toni Negti (a 'nlead.erH of the
Horkere Autonony) attended a
seeret meeting in iondon a
few years ago in which, to-
gether vith representatives
of the Autonomy Movement fron
many European countrles
including Brltain, Germany,
France and probably the rest
of the wor1d, the armed
overthrou of European society
vas planned. The I'sectet"
neeting referred to vas, in
actual fact, a neeting of
editors of various journals
and rnagazines dealing
specifically vith political
theoryr trho had been attending
a neetLag of the Conference of
Socialist Econonists. Sor be
varned!' Although Italy nay
be a comfortable distance away
the eollective lnagination of
the Earopean Police Force
stretchee as far as these
islands and in a witch-hunt
questions of gr:.i1t ot
ir-nocence are irrelevant!

N. S. (London).

(who only msnsged to obtain
three and a quarter million
votes) but the absientionists
and ballot-paper spoilers, who
between then nsnsged to get
over seven million votes.
As msny of you already know
voting in lta1y is conpulsory
and, consequently, the
apsihetlc thtng to do Curing
an eLection there is to go out
and re5'ister your vote. It
carne as a shockr-. therefore, to
the mair political parties to
find tne norning after that as
nany as trCL9r44O Itallans had
boyeottei. t.::e polling stations.
lr'::ing eve=3 =iection the
anarchists, wi.: plobabLy nunber
a:out 20rCCi at icst, alvays
run a 1ive1y ca:t;aig:: for
"revolut: :1arJ :i5!o::tionn.
The Autcno=1s:s, .;h: ar.e
probebly larger 1: ::';lrer,
have aLso nostl;- ca:.:algred
for Eabstentl.onn on this
occasion. These twc poiitical
tendencles on their owa carnot
totally accolrnt for this
extraordLnarlly large number
of abstentlons.
and a deeade of the lfar leftrl
demonstrating thelr ability to
add significantly to il:e
already large voluae of
leninoid. rhetoric a::C very
1itt1e e1se, there Las been a
general loss of co::iidence
amongst ftalians i: tlre ,*hoIe
range of political lrocesses
beiug offered b;r :heir varlous
salespersons.
The Hspollerst'ue:e
particularly inve::tive this
year. The Ro::a. :ai1y tla
Repubblican carrlel out a brief
an3lysls of i:e spciled Yotes
at one of ?orers pclling
stations a::c ca:e up with some
arausing registe:ec ttvotes0.
One balLot !a?e!' contained, a
love poen to al: the Partles
of ';hich t:.e last line read:rA Lo::.9: a::c' telc.er kiss to
you" . Ci c::-:.:s e, this voter
haci ?ut a.! f. "-lan€side all the
left iarties as vre1l as along-
side tr: !:::rs:ian Democrats
and also accec tne Red
Br:-gaies t s ta:. Cther "voterst'
were eitiel :::sulting or
obscene *ith ndcn't break my
balls" (:: :i::-ia: being a
conilci ert:;,.. Ine latter
type ci ''.:cters"'{ere pre-
Conina::t13 se--rlst in their
con:ients a::i illustrations.
Eovever, eccnonic poS.nts were
aLso sccrel. One voter left
a ilC ]:.ra note (about JO nev
ience) attached to the batlot
;aper vith a messag:e which
reai "Eat this as well you
thievesttr. A sinilar point
was made by another t'votert'
who left a slice of salami
attaehed to the voting s1ip.

N.S. (London)

.-abstaining
in style

The recent general election in
Italy revealed that the third'
biggest Party in the country
i6 not, as is claLned by the
neltspapers, the Socialist Party
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TORNESS A}ID fHE ANTI-NUCI,Ei:
fiOlrm{B\iT

Ihe oecupatlon in llay of -ie
nuelear poser station ecl-
struction site at Torness near
Edinburgh highligbted aajor
questions for the antl-nuciear
movement in Sritai::. Severai
hundred people carried out
direct aetion involvlng the
oecupatlon of tbe contraetors
nachincry coapou-ad aad daraage
to propcrtXr and -'chinesr in
defiaace aot oaly of ihe
police but of tbe informal
leadersh5.p of the Toraess
A1liaace. fee !respegtabJ.er
Al1ia.nce leadership jolned
vlth the ?oliee and the nass
nedla in hysterical condemn-
s.tions of trrecketsr. A suall
group of SolidaritY nenbers
vho vere Lnvolved in the
occupation trite here about
vhat happeaed s.t llorness and
vhat it means for future anti-
nuclear activity.

WHAT HAPPBVID AT TOB]CESS?

In the erening (sat. 5ta uay)
people met in their Reglons to
discuss strategy for the occup-
ation, brought forwa=d bY
polnrler denandr to SundaY Eolrl-
ing and later on for a mass
neeting. Vithout mlcroPhones
or a suitable meeting P1ace,
chgos vas the predictable
result, fhen, instead of the
Eass assemblY, a neetlng cf
tspokespeopler elected froa
affi.nj.ty groups net.
Ihis meetj.ng decided that the
fence vould be eut to gain
aceess to the site only if it
vas impoesible to occupy vith-
out damage (a real non-question
since people had already
removed large seetions of
fencing). There vas aleo a xe-
affirqation of the g:eneral tNo

daus,gs to propertyr ru1in6:.
It is debateable whether this
spokespeoplesr meeting actually
represented the rnajority feel-
ing of oeeupiers on thls issue.
And whether tt did or not,
there is no good reason vhy,
or this issue, there should be
only one policy, to which
eYeryone has to adhere.
On si,te, the police and
security guards protected the
machinery compound and the off-
ice building at the nain gate,
and left the outer si te un-
guarded. Useful work vas done
uprootlng surveying polest
divertLng a stream to cause
flooding, and makine: sone
iroaginative slogans for
passers-by on the A1.

The rorganisersr ca11ed a m&ss

*sr
qE"?= RNESS -"Sfa\e l''aaffis

keeping itclean
raeeting - at a point ue11 a.rray
fron the machinery eonpound.
As this ras about to start
people ran up to report that
deraonstrators had broken into
the machinery cornpound, but
that the police were trying to
stop them and had arrested tr,ro
people. ?hose of us ia
Solidarj-ty r.ere among the many
vho vanted eyeryone to nake
inoediatelX for tbe compound,
to ensare its snecessful
occnpation. The refornist
illianee rleaCersr ard some
pacifists ar6ued that there
oust be a lengthy discussi.on
on the issus. Around tuo
huadred people headed for the
eompound and left them to it.
At the nachinery compound, a
large section of the fenee nas
down but the poli.ce were stand-
ing in a llne in front of the
machineryr ordering people t6
go no further but i.t soon be-
caae obvious that they vere
too fev to prevent the deooa-
strators taking control of the
eompound.

Onee inside the compound we
felt the nost productive
activity nas uhatever did
most to disrupt and hinder
the building of the power
station. Sns11 groups and
individuals, flitting in and
out of the ranks of earth
noving equipment, did as uuch
danage to the rnachinery as
th6y cou1d. Soae people
however, in the niddle of the
nachinery compound, held a
meeting to argue the pros and
cons of dans.ging the equipnent
whieh was all around them.
Sunclry rleftistst got up and
denounced damage 16 m,achinerye
including a spokesperson for
the Soci2list l"Iorkers Party
(tfre Sfff appea? to be confused.
over the issue: some S!.IPrers
have since denied that they
oppose sabotage).
Nevertheless we felt -the
machinery eompound occupation
on the vhole r,as a positive
event and ve vere glad when
we saw hundreds more deoon-
strators eoming towards the
coapound. Re-inforcements,

not exactLy. fhese rcomradesr
Lined up outside the compound
and started chantiag t0ut, out
outt r Those of us inside
largely ig:rored then.
Sone time later, vith it
starting to rain and numbers
dwindling, the compouad
occupiers met to discuse what
to do next. Unfortunately
nost people there didntt
reali.se thst police !e-
inforcements had arrived to
re-take the eompound, and that
the lnforoal leadershlp of the
Toroess Alliance had nade a
deal with them, invoLving the
poliee holding baek while the
Alliance tleadersr adopted
the rnew non-violent taeticl
of acting as alternative
police officers and tryiag to
persuade us rwreckersr to
leave.
In retrospect, (knowing now
what exactly was golng on) we
feel the best decision night
have been to stay put in the
compound. Certainly it r.rould
have.been worth while if, the
occupiers had been together
enough to cause damage on a
Larg:er seaIe, probably invol_v-
ing aeting in larger groups
and being prepared to counte=
police atteurpts to stop us.
But at the tirne we, and nost
of the people there, didnrt
see much alternative to
leaving united. Nevertheless
we do feel the machlnery
compound occupation lras a
very positive actlon -especlally if it is an
encouragement to contjlnLlring
direct action against the
building of lorness.
The remainlng two daye of the
oceupation were largely anti-
cllmaxr wlth the raachinery
compound securely guarded by
a sizeabLe contingent of
po1lce - though some people
did good work in sacking an
office cabin, thus boosting
tbe total damage estimate to
g2o, o0o.

ft was interestinS that
opposition to the compound
occupation came not only from
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open reforroists ln SER.d.,

SCRAlir and I'riends of the
Earth, but also from Pacifists
who consider themselves Inon-
violent revoluti.onaries I along
rpeace Nevsr Iines. Such
people vere noted trYlng to
stop people damagiag machinerY
and ulging the oceuPieLs to
leave the compound. Peace
Newsr coverage ol the MaY
event has been stronglY
slanted against the comPound
occupiers. A striking
example of hol paeifistsl
total commitnent to rnon-
vlolencer ean lead then in a
confrontati.on to siiie vith
the authorlties and against
those challenging Private
property and capitalist
1cga1ity.
rEE TORJ{ESS AI,IIA$CE

Over the period of the Torness
occupati.on a s!08,11 grouP of
people, including some neBbers
of Ediaburgb SCBAH' and SERA,

and a membet of the IISA
C1anshe11 Allianier acted as
an rinforoal leadershipt bY
dominating spokespeoples I

meetingse doiag liaison work
vith the policer and giving
out the official press state-
ments. These indivlduals all
favoured total Inon-violence I

and keeping on frientlly terns
vl.th the police and caPitalist
media, and opPoeed dauage to
ProPerty.
People need to develoP the
ability to organise actions
like torness democraticallY
and effeotivelYr vithout
either the develoPnent of such
an elite, or a deseent into
chaos and confusion.
Soue deeisions - such as when
to start the oecupatlon - need
to be collective najoritY
decisions which the minoritY
should abide bY. llhese
decislons should be mader after
fu11 diseussion in snaller
groupsr by proPe:elY organised
mass meetlngs that a11ow every-
one a direct vote. But nanY
decisions - such as whether or
not to danage proPertY - donrt
need to be coLlective
decj,sions binding on everYone.
For exanple, those vho vant to
sabotage bulldozers and those
who uant to Plant flotrers can
both just get on with it -
they are not mutuallY exclusive
activlties.
Some members of leninist
groupsr such as the Inter-
national liarxist GrouP and
the Socialist Horkers PartY,
are trying to iroPort their
notions of tdenocratic
centlalisBr into the antl-

nuelear movement. For
exanpLe Socl"alist Challenge
of 17th DIay states rthe most
disturbing thing vas that
soae of the anarchiste u:r1-
1atera11y decided to sabotage
equipment in the compound -
not holding thenselves
aeeountable to either the
Torness Alliance or the rej-
ority of the occupation.
Ihere is no means of over-
eoming: divj.sLons in the
moyement over tacties 'tithout
democratic decislon-oakingr .
fmposing a uniform strategy
on all involved in the anti-
nuclear movement can only
stifle the creativity and
d.evelopment of the movement.
Further lf, ln such a broad
based sarnpa.igne the strateg:y
was to be limited only to
actions that the najority of
people vere themselves
prepared to carrY out, then
revolutionaries ltou1d probably
be faeed with the choice of
either totally abandoning
direct action against propertr
or having to eompletely cut
ourgelves off from the rest
of the movement in order to
ea,rry out the activlties we
beli.eve in.
BOH S}iOUtD WE FIGHT NUCIEAR
POHM,?

Eory its best to flght nuclear
po$cr dePends very much on
glg the British governmentt
and governments in general;
want to develop nuclear pouer.
The advoeates of a respectable
pressure gxoup approach seem
to think that the government
is raistaken and nisguided and
have not realised the dangers
of nuclear poirer. therefore
vhat is needed is to convince
the governnent that they ale
lr?ong through argument, and
through showing then that lots
of people ere against nuclear
porJer.

But a much more convincing
analysis is that the govern-
ment nant to develop nuclear
po$er because to do so i= E
the interests of the state aad
the ruling c1ass. They realLse
the hazards of nuclear power -
but they care raore about the
benefits they will gain. These
i.nclude: the securing of the
massive amounts of enerry
needed in a eentralised form
by a wastefuL profit-orientated
industry; the supply fron
nuclear polrer stations of
plutonium and trltiun for
nuclear rreapons; incxea€ing
the inportance of an energy
souree which is under the dir-
ect control of goverament,
this being ln the i.nterests

of the increasingly importan-r
state capitalist section of
the ruling c1a.ss; the
reduction of dependeney cn the
ej.litant miners, while the
vorkforce in nuclear i.nsta11-
ations is tightly controlled
and vetted; the prcfits to
be nade by powerful calitalist
corporations from the huge
aaount of work needed to
manufacture and build nuclear
reactors; a g"ecreased
reliar:ce or oil from the OPEC
countries. In addition those
r,rho are i'.leiiing the gigllg
politicai tre::ds to a more
authoritaii-a:: s cci-ety are
willing to su;pcrt the
Nucl"ear Irc:;str7r irrespective
of any su!!3s.c ::eed for the
energy it ;r::::.ces, because it
appears to ;r':v:-:e a tteei".nicalt
cover for ti:e i::t=::';c:ion of
authoritarian :eas::es .

Thus for the ar:i-:-:c--ear
movement to have ar.:::act 1t
must outweigh tl^e a'.'.'; :-:a;es
the systen gains f r:: :.::clear
power by the areourt :i :rcu'lle
its developnent wii- ca',i.se -
in terms of sociaL r:s:::;t:or:,
political unpopular:11, a:.:
increased finaneisl ccs:s 1i:,e
to disruption, sabotage, e:e..
It is not a case of convi::cirg
the government by ar€1i:e,--: -
it is a ease of forcii=- :::en
to re-consider. And ::: r':.e',r
of the vay in uhich ::uclear
power serves funda=e::al
calitafist interests :::e
suceesg of the antr-ruc-ear
novement will be li:::e: u:rti1
it consciously ci:aiie.ges the
existence of gcver:::e:::,
private and state :::;erty, and
profit based i:r::st:1.
Ultlnately ener€;.- s::::ces will
only be develo;e: ::- a safer
ecologleal, h'L:.i:.a:. jashion when
the resources j.:-;:Lved have
been taken i::i. t:.e Clrect
control of t::= e- t i re
comluni ty.
In order tc aaYe any chs.nce of
forcing tie 6cvernment to
change course the anti-nueleal
movenent ::us: put a najor
stress cn i:.rect action. There
are Eani- fcrns this ean take.
mas s 9c c:-i-Dati ons involvin6; as
nuch iisrultion of work and
da=age ic building and
machl:er;\' as possible and
snai1er tguerillat direct
aeiions such as preventing
lartlcularly important
nachinery being brought onto
ti-e site, ff sueh
aetions became lridespread and
continual, it could conslder-
ably disrupt, and increa.se the
eosts of, the building of
Iortress.



movement j.s a ong way
from this scale of action at
present - Iorness in I{aY earl
only be regarded as a start.
For us, direct action ls not
only an effeetlve tactic.
llhrough taklng direct action
people directly fight against
the systern thenselves. Thera
axe no rnediatorsr such as
l,IPts or trade union negotiators
and people theaselves collect-
ively assert their own needs
by their ova actions.
Daxoaging capitalist ProPertY
belng used in antl-human vaY
involves people denonstratingl
in praciice that peoPles'needs
should come before capitalist
property rights. If general-
ieed i.t lnvolves reiecting the
rights of the state, eompaales
or individuals to orrn g&Y of
the neans of production.
Iirect actloa, demoeratically
org'anised, fot ains vhich are
genuinely in vorking class
peoples interestsj is
consistent uithl and hopefully
helps totrardse the conscious-
ness and organlsation needed
to overthrov all hierarehy and
create a vhole self-roansged
society.
A form of direct action nith
greet inuediate effect vould be
a refusal to co-oPerate bY
sectioas of workers iavolved 1n
the nanufacturel transPort, or
eonstmctioa of the nuclear
po\rer station. Such actions
have a precedent in the
Australian rGreen Saaa
!,Iovementr. Thcre, building'
labourers refused to raork on
construction projecte theY
considared to be againet Hork-
ing class inte=eetsr such as
pulling dovn houses to bulld
offi.ces. fhe high tnenPloY-
Eent and uncertaln ProsPects
in both the British building
induetry and in the nanufacture
of pover station machinerY nake
for an s.bsolutely nassive task
there. Possibly there would be
more ehgJree of headtay in at
least raising the idea of
rsorkers refusiag to trangPott
important machinerY to the
site.

rEE REFOR}'IISTSI ARGI}1fl8NT - O{IR

BEPT,;TES

Reformists in the Torness
Allianee argue that the anti-
nuke movement must be resPaat-
abler to help obtaln Inaas
support. Numbers ge lnPortant
.- but equally lnportant is that
[r6.sses of people are PrePared
to take direct actlon uhieh viI1
wonTr the q,uthorities. The
government w111 haPPilY ignore
ness opposition to nuclear Poirer
lf those involved arenrt
prepared to 49 anYthing.
Getting support on the basis
that a totaIly.1egaI pressure
g:roup campaigzr can sueceed
w111 only lead to mass
disillusionment when this
stratery fai1s.
The trespectabler Alliance
people a?e obsessed with
obtaining favourable rnass
aedia coverege. It is
dLsastrous for the anti-
nukes movement to tallor ita
actlons specifieallY to
getting good medis reports.
Ebg nass nedis are all
eontrolled either bY the
state, private eorporatioas,
or extremely rich individuals.
0nce any Bovement takes direct
action in opposition to the
1aw, confronts the stater o:e

threatens any of the basic
values of the systenr the
mass media wiLl hanner lt.
The only vay the anti-nukes
movenent can Suarantee contin-
ua1 s3mpathetic media coverege
is by staying respectable -
and ineffective.
lle should take resPonsibilitY
for ou! ova actlone and Judse
then by our ovn criteria.
Vhen rre engage in activitYt
reality is what rre ourselved
do, and hov we intcr-act with
others present; realitY is
not our actions transformed
lnto another spectacle ln the
media. rThe revolution will
not be televised: the
reYolution ui11 be live. t

Ilany srgr.e that the antl-
Torness novement nust naintain
good relationships vith the
police. But the poliee are
part of the statel the vhole
purpose of vhich is to protect
the power and private property
of the ruling class.
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Developing rfriendly relationsr
with the poli.ee hierarchy is
absurd. Of course theytre
golng to be friendly, as long
as the A11ia:rce leadership
ensure that the 1ar,r is only
broken in the nost sytabolic
vay, and do the policesr job
for thera, by controlling denon-
strators uho step out of 1ine.
?here ie much controvelsy oYer
the question of Inon-violeneer,
As far as r.re knotr the only
violent acts'at Torness vere
the actions of the police in
arresting tr*o people. There
@ a considerable aaount of
danage to nachinerX and
pToperty. Private property is
violence sg:ainst people. It
is impossible to do violence
to property.
The question of vj.olence
arises only in relation to
people. Here, we disagree
wlth the absolute eonmitment
to rnon-vLolencer in all
ci.reumstances held by the
torness A11iance. This
attitude can lead to extreme
submJ.sslveness to authorLty,
for example, the rTorness
Alliance Occupiers Handbookr
recommends that if attacked
you should not retali.ate but
ro11 up into a ball and think
of sonething else!
The antL-nuke movement should
be as non-violent as it is
possible to be without the
effeetiveness of its actions
being adversely affected.
He should not avoid enteri.ng
into actions merely beeause
the police nlght try and etop
us, thus raising the possibil-
ity of physical confrontation
- such an attitude would
quickly eondenn us to total
ineffectiveness.

SCRAII SUPPORTER: rVerre from
SCRAI,I and werve just cone to
talk to you about whgtrs
happeaing with the occupation
of the site at Torness.r

1S[ I^/ORKER: rOh, its a pitX
yourre not occuPying the site
today, ve thought we nigbt
get 4nother holi.day. I

2ND WoRKER: r1,.rith a bit of
luck ve night get another daY
off because of the dana.Se to
the nachineryt r

FUTURE ACTION

RE-OCC$PYING AT TOR}IESS
Representatives of 1O anti-
nuke groups met in tondoa on
June 17th to discuss a re-
oecupation of the Torness
construetlon site. It vas
resoLved to re-occupy for a
week or so in Septembet
follovlng the SCMI{ day of
action ( set
for Septenbert5th). The re-
occupation vill aim to delay
construction work. Bhe June
1?th meeting resolved to
involve all the anti-nuclear
groups wishing to participate
in and publicise this
occupation. tlore infotrnation
fron Reading Anti-Nuclear
Group, c/o Students Union,
l'Ihiteknights, Readlng.

F1rel ?(
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ln search of
THE RULING CLASS

lhere I was with about five
days to go before the election
having a quiet pint vhen I aa
introduced to an SWP meuber.
lPhis cane as a moderate
surprise because they have
not been so thick on the
ground recently. Inevitably
the eoaversation svung to the
election (with a 1OOf6 swing)
and Lnevitably the conversation
fo11o'ed the fapiliar tran
tracks:
trI&: Yote Labour. without

illusions, keep the
Thatcherite plague at
bay, there nay aot be
much between them but
that difference is
lmportant, neaawhile
bulld tbe Party of the
true e1Eca... ..

F1E: Iabour is the better
capitalist Party of the
tuo, it can both
massively rationalise
industry and aanaS:e
worklng class opposition
through the trade
unions, Irve been
through all this Tory
lnvasion of the SodY
Snatchers before vith
the 1970 Heath election
but found I quite
enjoyed the J daY veek..

A11 good knockabout stuff wlth
the usual snideries and sneers
llke hia flaehiag his
proletarian credentials ln the
shape of being a bus driver
and me flashing mi.ne as a self
-enployed building worker,
(uittr ne asking hin first what
he Bot his degpee in...) It
was all a bit dePressing
rea11y.
One of the reasons I found it
depressing, t have since
decided, was the chaotic state
of part of ny political
thinklng. I ca.n give You a
critique of your Flarxismt
your Leainism, Your Ls,bour
Party just like that. Road
blochs on the onlY Possible
road to socialism through
massive popular self-activitYt
Ird say, Nineteenth CenturY
throwbacks who are sliPPing
us a new ruling class uhile
they attack caPitalism and
carltalists. Yeah, Yeah, aLL
good stuff but vhj.le I can

generalise well enough about
bureaucraey to engage Trot
bus drivers rrith BArs in
boozers what is our society
ffi
ffimes)
l^Ihat are the-ir aius, their
interes te ? GilEffiyEe*l
Eor do they relate to one

another individuallY and

lnstitutionally and hov do

they relate to capitalists
and aristocrats? (Give me

real life examples)

Hhat I an trying to saY, I
supposer is that libertarians
like ne have got no class
analysis, lfe have reaehed a
level of adequate descriPtion
of the soeiety we 1i.ve in.
We knov fron the institutions
ve vork ln and relY on that
this society is best
explained by the cont:rg-
dictions of hierarehy not
those of the ruthless drive
to naxLmise profits. Ye ean
see how Iabour Left national-
isation freaks and lenini.st
Party Iriorld nomination freaks
have helped deaobilise
oppositlon to this adminis-
'trative hierarchY. lfe can
see the evet-increasing
nunber of administrative
strata bettreen a decision
and its execution. We can
see the rouffled mind-tearing
irrationality (for us) of
their super tational Planning.
Ve know that rshen we organise
thiags for ourseLves theY can
see nothing but the sYnPtoms
of a diebolical chaoe.

But ve arenrt rea11Y certain
of vho rHer and rfheYt are.
lle can point to a ten lviurraY
or a lord Robens or a Richard
llarsb and say rTherers onell
We can be acutelY avrare of
order giver/order taker
relationships uP the hierarchY
in, for examPle, education.
(A schooL kid directecl bY a
school teaeher dlrected bY a
headnaster directed bY a 1oca1
authority directecl bY a
Whitehall dePartment

directec i:t.....) fe can be
aware of a s:cial- dynamlc
where peop-e :e::ave them-
selves in or:e= to =upervisemore and more ;'e:;1e and
their reward cor-s:sts cf a
smaller number ci s':;e:u:sors
above, higher sta::: a:.: waqes.
3ut ve cantt say 'F-a.e:e :Steine
chang:es from beinS :.::e
than ruling to nore =:-::.;than ruled. '.'Je can:esct:be
but not locate a rul::.-- c-ass.
(ir '"rrFG the r:.-L: ;crc
- but ver11 come io :r:a:
1ater. )
And this is vrhere i=:=1s:
nourishes some revol:::l:.ery
prats that Solidar:-:;: :a:::ot
reach. Harxism cal l:oa'ie
the centre of decis:::. :aki.ng
in our society as :i-e :irect-
ore and ownera of :a::lis and
the largest private j.:::ustrial
companies. Persor:,--.r' i flnd
this vi1dly unsa::.siac:orY as
Itm su:re many reace:s vi11.
lJe can subJect suc: a concePt
to our ever-reat:.i c::tique.
3ut one has to a':::t ieat it
nakei sense oi sfc:ety even
if it gets it;::.-.=-. 3Y
eharacterisiig :::: societY as
burea.ucratic :a;::aiist, a
llarxist can s::e:oi- tire
eoneepts oi ;:o-e:ariat
(r+orkers b1' :.a": ard brain)
and capita-:.s: o-ass (ovners
and contrclle:s ci capital
""dThei= 

.-::=s': :o the
liroit al: :r.a:z::erise all
bureaucra:r' as :.--e railvaY
lines ocu:. ';:.:ch the
capitai:s:s' :ectsions are
pas s ec. -:.:.a :::. f act, it
seens :. :e t::at the Trots
(or at least,:::e sharper ones)
are i:: t;e ::ccess cf
reeule=a-i:g a 1ct of uhat
Soi::al:.:;-:as lee:: saYing in
+Ll - ,.^-UllIs F<-r.

In iae: :.t ';c'alC seem clear
thai t..e:a:icnale of the
sociai derocrat 1oca1 and
na::o::ai state bureauerats
ha-s iee:: aati-caPite-1ist.
',.i:at tbey object to is the
vraste of caPitalismr its
ineff!.ciency. They see their
lole as tidying up through
plan:ling the casual brutalities
and vaste caueed by eaPitalism.
They are the left-ving, the
socially responsible section of
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a runaS:erra1 eL:te vhich has
g?o\{n u! :-ul:e autononousl:.' :-n
the r;::va:eI sector as
capitalist enterprise has ieC
to and in turn to
ccr;cration. But it gces
vi.thout saying that th:.s
s oci.a11y responsible =anaaer-ialism would do an;;ih:ng fcr
us except 8et off 3ur :ac:{s.
'd e r re in somethi:: g -: k e :h e
position of socia-is.:s in the
Nineteenth Cent,:rj vho vere
trying to locate tne centre of
powe! in the eapitalist class
when the conveational

If ve g sayl.ng that ve have
a bureaucratic society and
not a bureaucra.tic capital5.st
society then we have to loeate
pcn er i.n a different vay. fn
an autocratic systen an auto-
crat rtrles. In a bureaucratic
system everyone tends to get
called a bureaucrat. Ehis ig
clearly not very helpful and I
vill use the vord to deseribe
a ruler in a bureaucr&clr (ly
definitl.on there are more tbarr
a slack handful of then,
Stalin although he ruled
through a bureaucracy lras
not a bureaucrat but a

di.ctator. ) So vhere' is the
bureaucrat ia a bureaucracy?
Where is the pale ghost in
the nachine? l.Ihere are the
chlef necrophilious technique
freaks?
llhiLe the rnormalr anal-
hoarding character Ls lackLng
ln aliveness, he is not
necrophl.ll.ous. trbeud and his
co-workers went a step
further; they discovered
that sadism was o-ften a by-
product of the anal
character. Ihis is not
always the case but i.t
oceurs in those people who
&!e more hostlle and more
narcissistic thaa the average
hoarding character. But even
ihe sadists are sti1I with

others: tbey nant to contxol
but not to destroy them.
Ehose in whom even this kind
of relatedness is lacking,
vho are still more narciss-
istic and more hostile are
the necropbiles. Their aim
is to transform all that is
alive into dead matter;
they want to destroy eyery-
thing and everybody, often
even themselvesl their
eneny is life itse1f.....
rfhe r*orld of life has
beconoe a world of Ino lifer;
persons have become Inon-
personsr a rrorld of death.

Death is no longer symbol-
iea11y expreesed by un-
pleasant-sne11ing faeces or
corpses, Its .s5rmbo1s are
nov cLean, shining nachines;
uen are not attracted to
sae11y toilets, but to
structures of aluminium and
91ass.....!Ie must conelude
that the lifeless world of
totaL teehnicalisation is
only another form of the
vorld of death and decay. t

Erich trYonm, Ihe A.natomy of
Human Destructiveness,
pp 46r-467.

It seens odd to have to ask the
question. there are plenty of
academic treatises on bureau-
eracy yet they donrt seem to

oppositional wlsdom insisted
on findlng lt in the arLsto-
cracy. There werd all those
fabulously rich landlorde with
annusl rent ro1ls of nillions
yet year by year they were
being absorbed, narried lntot
econorlically overtaken and
po1ltica1ly undennined.
Tteir tnatural rulelr iaage
persisted long after theLr
aetual pover vas finished.
In our period of history
eYeryone has been thinklag of
the Capitalist BogeJrman with
his top hatr frock coat and
fat cigar as the natural
exploiter. Its very difficult
to get across that an a1-
together paler figure has
taken over.

ffi
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treat it as a class system ort
puttlng it another va;re &s 3
system ttrat serves the
Lnterests of those who donlnate
1t at the expense of others.
(The useof the worcl relassr is
pelhaps wlong. A feudal sYsteu
could be deseribed as a caste
eystem, a cepitalist syeten as
a elass system vhile tbe
present systeE vould have to
be ea11ed sonethlng like e
grade system. ?he neasure of
teehnLeal ancl adninistratlve
abillty and adaption to
bierarchy is the precondi.*Lon
of conteaporarJr success rather
than profit making ability or
fanLly.) There is one point,
however, thet should be
raised before ve attenpt an
answer: perheps the uhole
structure is as alLenated at
olle poLat as it is at anY
other. That belng at the toP
of the tree gives one a bigger
trage paelcct and fewer bogses
but that the nhole forest of
trees ie completely but of
anyones control. So You
aight as lre11 keep on con-
suaing aaa hoping that You
get ae many of your three
seore aad tcn as poesible
before the big vhimper. I
dontt believe it. Irm not
going to try and argue against
it except to eoaneat that it
sounds like a secnlar version
of Chrlstianity: this life
is a vale of tears but
therets no tevard afterwards
for eaduring it, But the
hidden point in such
pcssLnisn ig that thereis
nothiag yoa can do about the
here aad now and if there $
an el-ite in eontroL that
rrould be a very handy belLef
for tbe ftqsses to have.

No, the mling groups in out
soeiety are the ones that
take the declslons which
fundamentally cortrol all our
1Lves. ft has been estinated
that 2OOO people effectivelY
nrn the Civil Service. $hen
the Department of InilustrY
vanted to push the use of
microprocessots it clecided to
rrrn seminars vhete rthe oPPo*-
tunities and oPtions will be
explained to 59,.!99-&l
decision-makers ln industrY
Fserver eonetime in March
19?B)' Ehere are natchiag
grades in state bureaucraeY
and industrial bureaucracy -
and the tr,ro are beconing
increasingly entwined. The
persounel shift from one
sphere to another. Sake
Richard I'larshr once a Erade
Union officiall then a
Cabinet Minister, then
Sritish Rail chiefr then a
Flanager of a Private firm.
taken together with keY
figures in finance, academia,

unions and the lavr we are
talking of perha.ps 5O,OO0
people r+ho act as a generator
of decisions. IJe can cor:-
sLder the layers below that
as . broad-speetrum technlcians
vith responeibility for
fornalislng general decisions
and geai-ski1led techniclans
vho take rote deeisions out
of a book. 1,/e ean see hou
this structure collides with
the people at the sharp end,
engaged in producti.on, health
care, educatlon and so otr.
3ut wi:en verve said aL1 that,
rshat have rre said? We
cannot locate cur eIi.te
because ve ooart i<nov the
structure of it, as I sai.d.
before.
!'raakly, there is a great
deal of vork for us to do.
llhe aearest thing to the kind
of stuff I thltrt ve need is
Anthony Sarapsonts Anatony of
Brltaiu. 3ut as it vas
published in 1)62 it is out
of date. ftrther it is
rlritten ln a eri=it of
Tileoaian vhi te-beat-of -the-
teehaological-revoluti on vhi ch
is not what ve aeed at all.
And tt doesnrt rea11y anount
to an anatony of Sritain at
a1L, rather it is an anatomy
of rvho rrrns it and hov, hon
they got there and hov they
are chenging.....this ls a
book ebout the nenagers.....t
(as the blurb puts it). The
bookts virtues are that it
coneiders g!! the raarlsgers.
It is effectively a detailed
deeeription of the negotiatlng

elites whc letween them
gererate t::e decisions that
alfeet ou: -i.res. lt does
open the wa.-,' fovards an
assessment oi _.he eoncrete
t=e:::s :n s:::::j. gnd a quite
s;e::l:c :a;.'::.;,-f responsib-
iri!.- a^_ ;^^r-. ^_

^.rar. 
-a i-ii ,-_^=_s a3

6t r i_- E .

$n:act s:e: a:. a.*-ai;.-:is uas
eatl1el :.: :;:-3.-::u? shich
was ::e ::9:'-:-:: :c :.--e:e.:
Brigaces ::- 1:a-J. :a';i::r
founci c::: ::--€:5:,--e u-i;c nere
feEpon::.;-: j:: :eclsions
they ::: :-.:: -:,:: :::ey
decii.ec -:: --: r::: ar: shoot
then. l-:s -=:::.:e: =e as a
blt one i::e-:-:::;l)

All thls :::-;. -e :ack to ny
dlscussic- r::;-. ::.e Sdp cadre
in the pu:. l-:-::::s a
difference :e:.'?e:. Ee Thatcher
governmer:t a:. x ::: ;:edecessor
but the iIo!3::--: :i-rr5 is to
be able to:ele:e::.ese
differences :: ::-,e -:-ageri.aLsponge whic::;:-l -:: tirea
up. We knou :,--a -'-a6eria1
sponge will -c; ::€: .i:.p, ve
have the fait:.. -r--: l'ir faith
has served us :e:::: :::an the
faith of belie:e:: :- 'uhe
eecond coming: ;e :-ase said
things w111 co=e :: ;ass and
they have! Cur j,-::- trereby
has become st:::-.;e: e':en if
our krrowledge i-a: :.::. For qe
do not know *ha: i':.rct:on all
this market ::::e: :.:.+:1og1-
has in a plani-": ::.::al:i - and
it vi11 sta;'- ;-a:-::-, lake no/-- - . ..\IDj-Stal(e. (r.ee! :.-.: :-zai'ni )
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Does ii relresent the
lrigglings and diseonfc=ts cf
Tory sma11 business ner. i: a
rrorld that makes life
dlfficult? Is it a s=:i<e-
scleen behind Hhich
eorporatism ean advaxce,
claLniag the while thai i.ts
success is due to =a-:ketforces? Or is i.t soee kind
of To4f &aoisa, a rindless
repetitlon of slo6ans vhich
make the wor1d see= a siropler
place? Llhe=e Here these
ideas g!g!?
Perhaps all that stuff is
6n1y suited to bar-room
banter. But there are more
iraportan'l naiters rather
el-oser to our concerns. There
are thiags we aeed to l:nov
before lre can do trhat a decent
po1itlca1 gr.oup should do,
namely help to ehange the
world. Take some mundane
questions like sayl worker
co-opsr the National ftrter-
prlse 3oard, l,ucas Aerospace.
The National &rterprise Soard
appears to have been set up
as a conmittee butchered
vetsion of a left Social
Dernocrat proposal for a state
(le objectively socialist,
ho ho) interventionist force
1n indust=y or as an entre-
preneur in its own right.
Note the role of such people
as Stuart Eolland and
l,iedgeuood Senn in all this.
Note aleo the support that is
very videspread amongst
sections of the vorkiag class
for 3enrr. ?his in part rests
on a realisation that as
thinge etand the chance of
workforees of placee like
T,uca.s Areospace bein8: able to
take over rmanagemeat
pelogativesr are very sms11.
A sales pitch that seeus
rapidly to be gaiaing ground
is that a Ben::ite Iebour
goverilrcnt through soae kind
of organisation.llke the
National Saterprise Soard couLd
foree through an increasingly
rmanagerialisedr role for
groups like Shop Stervards
Combines in fi.rms. Note the
tvorkers controlt rhetoric
.Burronnding this sales pitch
anal polnted to in the workers I

eo-ops at lleriden and Ki.rby
rrhere everybody buckled down
and vorked like paniacs, or so
ne are toId. ff thi.s is tled
uP as a Packa8:e of state
economic intervention, state-
baeked rworkersr controlr aad
manag:erialisation of the Shop
Stewards movement it be6ornes
the basis for attempted
Bennite putsch in the Labour
Party. A Labour Party whi.ch;
lncl.dentally an ar+ful 1ot of
erstwhile revolutionaries
seem to be joining - and ltm
not talking alout deep
entrists either.

Now in tergrs of contemporary
society this provides a
solution to tvo problems one
new and one endemlc. The
first is the nicroproeessor
rrevolutionr and the second
i.s rank and fl1e ladustrial
militancy. Ilhe probleme ftom
the more &acho nanagerial
point of viers could be solved
by getting rid of the work
force altogether. lfhis vould
- and is - leadLng to great
difficulties becauae of Hork
force resistance of which
Lucas Aerospace initiatives
are but one variety. ?he
super-1ibera1 raanagerial
?esponse hovever would be to
try and integrate oppositional
forees into the managerial
hierarchies, into the techno-
sPhere, to use Galraithts
term. Eere their technical
innovations vith preservation
of jobs in nind could be
i.ntegrated vith the othe=
conceros of the co=poration
and the bloody warfare
resultlng fron the treatment
of si<il1ed and intelli.gent
people as pure order takers
could be avoided. And the
i.deologue of such a process
ie Benn.

Soae things need to be said
about thls. trirst, it
represents a hierarchical
recuperation of a self .ana€:ed
process. Secondly, it
strengthens rather than
weakens hierarehy although it
inplies considerable changes
of detail within existlng
hierarchy. Thirdly it is a
solution which vould be
rather more p).easant to
live nith than an unbridled
corporate barbarisn. Fourthly
it is suited to present day
realities in that it recog-
nises the overwhelmingly
defensi.ve stance of the
vorking c1ass, often capable
and effective but aeverthe-
less defensive. Fifthly,
libertarians have bare3.y
percelved wh5strs going on
and if they have they have
not published studies,
crLtiques or polenlcs nor
have they come up with anything
better.

I an in no way trying to clain
that it is someone elsers
fault and not mine - it is our
fau1t. tr{e have not developF
the detailed concrete under-
standing of our society to the
polnt where we ean make
realistic (or better still
be-rea1is tLc-denand-the-
inpossible) suggestions suLt-
eble for na.king a self nanaged
society. Ve can criticise but
ve canrt counterpose. lIhe
luued:late reasons for this I
thlnk are theee. Firstly,
rretYe been eagaged in a long
drawn out proeesg of Bolshevik-
bashing rrhich uight have
eleared our heads but it
hasnrt filled then" Secondly
personal politics have
absorbed so auch of our tine.
3ut vhat started out as a
realisation of horr much of the
rrorld vas in us and you
eouldnrt change out without
the other has largely ceased
belng a dLalectical process
and has become noralising and
one dlmensional: its r*orst
naaifestation being anti-
sexisn. fhirdly people out
of inpatlence, inLtiative to
escape the datly grind o= flnd
neanlngful vork have set up a
network of alternatrve
projects fron printing presses
and papers to farms and vhole
food stores. I have been
involved in such projeets
myself and I know hon it makes
the rest of the vorld seem an
avful long vay anray.

3ut rserve got to get stuek ia
and analyse. }lho rsil1 do it 1f
ve donrt? This is not elitisn
its just that soneoneis got to
go over the barricade first
even if no-one remenbers later
who it vas. Or, to mix
metaphors, oace someone gets
the door open errer1rone can get
through. And werve got to
spread it about, to intervene,
dlscuss and have a good tlme
wtth it. I particularly 1ike
the L,ords of Galbraith: r.....
we must also stil1 have
diligence. Ia reeent times
the polittcally emancipated,
or those who so regard then-
selves, have tended to
identify difficult natters
uith the obscurantisn of the
Establishnent. Study is a
tedious disguise for vicked-
ness, a way of diverting people
from.the siople discoacerting
truth. lhis does not arouse
ny synpathy...,.It is one thing
to liberate man from physical
toil. To exempt him froo
mental effort is prematuret.
(J. f. Galbraith, Economics.
and ti',e Com:ron puri6E-Ilfz)

J.A. (Leeds)
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Dear Solidarity,
tr'eninisrn or Ho=a1 Indignation?
- A Straw do11 in Solidarity,
(SoLidarity No.s)
This arttcle reads like a
string of hard, sharp observ-
a.tions, some of which the
Homens Movement would do ve11
to take note, but ultinately
the argunent is ho11ov. The
writer clutches s,t stravs,
sets up a strav do11 in order
to knock it down.

The uee of the iuage rstates
breaetsr is slgnifieant, Ou!
culture is - patrisrchal.
Vhy make the state fenale?
Such is the tone of the
phrase. (lecturing to put it
mlLdly) G.!I.rg contempt of
ro&en eeeps out of it.
?he writer is confused as to
uhat position class should
have'ln relation to sex
s.nalyses. lfihe artlcle noves
frop an attacking stance,rclass not sex discrininationr,
through the nilder coraparative
statement, rMuch more
pertinent.....c1ass donlnated
worldr (fourth paragraph), to
fizzle out in tbe rconplicated
interneave of elass differences
amongst the sexesr. It is this
shifting of position which
nakes the article apparentl-y
dtfficult to confront.
To take the flrst quotatloni
(rrhich, tncidentaliy, *ronen
&,y discover as the vriter,
fron his lofty position has
already done), rthe violenee
perpetrated by its instltutions
is usually based on class not
sex discri:ainationr. The
canpaigas lBeelaim the Nightr
and End Yiolence Aga.inst lJomenl
are not prinsrily direeted
against institutions (although
most vomen would agree thet
the staters institutioas do
create then). The canpaigzrs
ain at presenting people vith
the suggestion that -atters
sueh as rape and vlolence in
the home are politieal. They
point out woments lack of
fundamental freedous whieh are
the very first step r+omen have
to nake to become those
r autonoaous self-nanaged
individualsr which G.1f.
advocates.
Uhy the preoccupatlon with
either elass or sex discrimi.n-
ation? Oppression seems to me
nore like a slmthesis of the
t-*-o, as suggested near the end
of the article. The violence
is all part of the hierarchical
competitive, possessj.ve nodel
which is our society. llaking
this false distinction seems
to be falling into a neat
cerebal trap rrhich only

confuses aad ereates further
polarisation. Divide and =uIe?
At no point does G.H. explain
what he means by clasa or vhgt
relevance it has to t'womeuts
issuest. This would be a more
valuable contribution than a
lot of snide jibi.ng and neking
out a league table of
oppression and its arrglyses,
Vhich conbs first clase or sex?
(fhis vas nicely enhanced by
the picture at the end - I wish
you were black.... ! )
1,/e are all increasingly turned
into obJects and cheapened.
fhe attitude of treating others
and ourselves as possessions
must be ehanged.

hrthe= polarisati.on of the
6ax€s - by a section of the
fl.rromeas lllovementr or Solidarity
doea not help alrareness of vhat
eonditLoning does to divide ue.
It is very iroportant for vomen
and men to find their ovn
strength, if neeessaryl
independently. Hea often
unvlttingly and unrillingly
G.H. frequeatly mentions
puritaaisn and guilt in the
article, in eonnection sith
the womenrs novement aad nen
against sexisa gtoups. It
does not need a great streteh
of the inaginatlon to see
what thi.s reveals about the
writerrs own feeliags. llhe
polret of gu.ilt 1s sti11 under-
estiuated iu our culture.
Certainly the \tiomens Movement
is not free from perpetrating
its oen gul1t trips (relating
to rnen for lnstance),
certainly there is a puritan-
lsm in it (bred frou
rebellioa and despair at the
aray vomen are seen and treated
i.n our soclety). That is not
to justify the Vomens Movenent
like class, it ls something we
should examiae more but both
are concerns whieh r{omen are
avare of.
tiz E.
(keds)

Iear Solidarity,
lts very tempting to cite

the article ( rFemi.nism or
llora1 Indignationt) as evidence
for the connection between
blindness and nasturbation. Atthe Ieast, GII is short-sighted.

This sustai.ned vank is not a
"critique,' of feninisn, it is
t::e fantasy of a fearful
r:-scg_:mist that the femini,st
::vere::t struggles only to
reYerse the hi.erarchy of power
in pa:=iatchai society. A
fantas;r -"::::-ci. leaCs to such
ridiculous iceas as ie:aLe
prison varders assia.oec to
deal vith the defenieLess
pricks sent to then by female
ma6;istrates. Fantasies about
knif e-brandishing pri ck-haters
nlght get you off, GH, but
they certainly arentt relished
by feninists who view a
revolution as belng sonethlng
rather nore than a caetration
of rapists; who viev l,laggie
fhatcherts position as soue-
thing rather less than a.,'ictory for ferainiem.

liow dare ;rou assums, GV,'ihat refornist notions ofdeo-uality cf o::portuni.tyn,
etc. are what the feminist
novenent is about. you
obviously are hugely
ignorant about feninisn, if
you view all feninists, as
earopaip.ers for capitalist
reform.

?he exeursion Lnto sexuaL
politics soon turns out to
be a nystery tour...equating
feraini.st attacks on porr:ography
with noral crusades shons a
gross ettempt to deny that the
degradation of vomenrs bodies
is part ol the essential ideo-
logy of patriarchal society.
llhe lnage of wonen as availabfe
lodies perpetuates and re-
produces alienated seruality;
this inage is, of eourse,
Eeeesaary if men are to define
and control uomen.

Are you seriously suggesting
that the flaeeid Eale nude of
fenale-oriented porn is the
inage of men naintained by
patriarchal soeiety? Is nenrs
donination oyer vonen
threatened by the obJectific-
ation of nale bodies that the
nale stripper represents?
Indications of repressed,
alienated sexuality they nay
be, but the female Imental
raplstsE do not perpetrate
the actual atrocities of men,
and to suggest that tnental
rape' is flourishing wlthin
the dank realns of viea.rious
sexual experience is a
deliberate nys tif ication.

TTI€RE's O.ILY OE WAY 10
s€TTLE THIS AR6UIENTI



f suppose lesbianisn:s z:-
area of t'vicarious sexua-
experiencett, too. iiell r ::
yoursr G'l{. If You are
labouring under the Ce-::::::-
that in a self-Eanate: s:.Ie::-,
s exual f reedom, s ex':a -
autonomy means hele:: : ::-:=-: :3
then up yours agai:-.

fhe forked tc.i:? :i ::-e
nale-dominatec " l:: e::a::a:."
1eft, is adni:a:-; e:e:;ii-iied
by this arti.cle.
Congratulat:::.s ' 3: -:-:a:i.tY.
this articie :. s a :=i.u;aPhant
cock-crav 1:: ;a:::a:cltY.
Yours s epa:a: e -;.- t

Jane Pap:-c:.-:-::z cs.
(.b.IrEt1n1-r.a:

Re Feninism or :::a1
indlgaetion you ca:r a:-1 gc
fuck yourselves. I cail
nyself an anarchisi btt Jou
are a1i conteaptible. I vant
nothing to do with such a 1ow,
bunch cf sexist scum vho print
sueh blataat nisogynist
artieles, r*ith hatred for
lromen st:,:tting from every
sentelce. r.,'erve heard
enougi: cf thls crap about
your se=i::al fluid and its
need fo= ielease. Go wank
yourselves to death, I hope it
fa1ls cil. Ir: sure ao self-
respect:.9 voaa!1 vculd let
G'*' (Great *anker) cr the rest
of you liberai freespeeehers
near l:er. t?anty vetti.ng at
Ton Jcres t. A11 these
disgrrsting hot, wet cunts
r+rithin6 around. Yuk" Hhat a
Eess. Just as veI1, you feel
that va3' since yout11 never
get a c::a::ce to get near it.
No wonCer in'erre sex starved,
who vants i::ec=petent,
funbliag, j.npctent cunt
haters. il1 :f e sudden I
feel an enor=cus sclidarity
vith Mary '*1:itehouse. Right
on, I"lary! I,etrs ceprive
these 1itt1e nen cf their
fascinated thri11 of
attraeted disg:ust at cur
1ittle flover. They Ceserve
E@.
Anon
(cenuine)

)ear Sslidarity,
The articLe in your last

issue coneerning the use
of 'therapy groupst, to
control American POVts in
Korea eertainly nade
fascinating read.ing. Eovever,
I think that Dave r,anb t s
attenpt to equate radical
experiments in group
partieipation with such
subtle forms of repression
is hlghly questionable.

Libertarians usually
dlstingrish betveen forms of
organisation created by people
to rneet their own needs, and
those inposed by hlerarehieg
and repressive soeial attitudes
for example, we donrt eonfuse
vorkplace self-nanagement t*lth
eapitallat proposala for
industrial deuoeracy. So
rather than cite aIl, the
authoritarian uses of
'rtherapy" (froa R.I,taing to
Japanese factories) I r,rould
suggest that a radlcal
critique of support g?oups
should be based on our
experience of such Sroups
themselves.

fo begin vith, as lclaurice
Srlnton polnted out Ln his
artiele on Jonestovn, most of
us have soqe kind of need for
conpany, affection and
approval, whieh ie often
deeply fruetrated vithin the
eonfinee of nodern eoeiety,
naklng us a good deal lese
pleasant ln the process. fhe
search for new vays of living
together, possibly in closer
and more compassS,onate groups
that seek to bulld under-
standlng and self-eonfidence,
is therefore an essential
p&rt of the social revolution.

The failure of moet of the
groups I have been involved
vlth seens to have been bound
up wi.th tvo faetors. Flrstlyl
their artiflcial nature; ltfs
vely easy to inagi.ne yotr have
a close relationship vitb
someone in a weekly eneouater
gtoup, only to be brutally
dlslllusioned when the
relationship is tested LnEreal 1Lfen. Seeondly, the
groups qal.te naturally refleet
the social context ln nhich
they *re formed. lfhe last ferr
years has seen a narked retur,n
to authorita=ian values,
especially in radLcal circles.
Consequently, support groups
do attract peoplc whq see
therapy as an end ln itself,
or as a means of inposing an
1deo1ory through group
disclplinel as ve11 as people
r*ho genuinely vant to creatc
a vehicle for liberation.

I have found though thst
these negative tendencies are
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moet pronounced in the eyery
day aetivitles of the radLcal
social scene - the rswampn of
Yague lcftists and feninists
who imagine theneelves non-
aligned, but whose current
Ldeas nornally bear a striklng
resemblence to tbe latest
polieles of the left gxoups.
It is iapossible to =emainwithin this uilieu and face
ttre heavy socis.l disapproval
engendered by criticising
state socialism or orthodor
f emi.nlss.

As an example of this, f vas
onee involved nith a student
paper that was attacked in
print by the loeal Fenintern.
A aumber of libertarian
feainists privately expressed
the opinlon that the arti.ele
rras a pack of lies - but not
one would agree to say so in
pub1la, for fear of their
sistersi dlsapproval, and
because they had svalloved the
line that for noaen to dcbate
i.esues pub).ically vas to
expoee veakness and di.vision
to the aale world.

So, in a nutsheIl, support
groups can be ueed equally vellfor self-prograuning or brain-
washing - the real point is tobreak completely r*ith the
repressive socia} life of the1eft, and to begin to bul1d a
comauai.ty of our ovn,
Ma:r-lhing.
(oxrora)

Dear Solidarity,
Were I ever to admtt to

anything, then I should
certainly adnit to being in
alnost conplete agreement with
the eritique of g.roup
partieipation, so comprehea-
slvely nounted in reeent issuee
of your aaga,zine. I vas
particularly struck by }ave
&ambrs article in your last
issue, and eagerly look fornard
to some future artiele
developing the positlve side
of his argument - tiz. a theory
of proletarian i.ndividualism.
One problem, however, sti11
troubles me. Hortr can such an
enlightened uagazine be ca11edrSolidarity for Social
BevolutLont ?

Yours fraterns.1ly,
Max Stirner (no relation)
london.

'sllLt,
rHE&r's

WR
,-o d 0-



Page Fourteen

Dear Comrade,

In the article lle Eave 1,Iaye
( solidarity, No. 3ffiTffiss
the canpaign of the Bertrand
Russell ?eace foundation to
aecule the rehabilitatlon of
Nikolal Bukharin, the moet
proninent victin of the shor
trlals in Moscov.

rrlith Eany of the things you
Bay in your article ve are
bound to agrce. Although you
do not acknovledge lt, it ie
clear that you have read the
psnphlct which I publlshed on
this casel thls loakee all the
mor€ surprielng your statenent
that our motl.vee nay bc called
ninto very seYere question'.

tr'er from whitevashing
Comnuniet leaders like
fogliatti, my panphlet le the
source of much of the inforn-
ation vhich your author cites
about Eogllattirs role as an
epologist for the tlloscov
triale.

I an surprlsed that at no
point do you nention the
reason for our canpalgnl
uhich is that we received an
appeal from Sukharinrs son,
Laria, on behalf of hie
motherl Iarina, vho is
living.

Thlg Founelation has
nu&erou6 cerlpaignB oR
of polltiea1 priaoners

sti11

conducted
behalf

and.
crltics of the official
orthodoxies of the USSR and
Eany East E[ropean countties.
gc ehall eontlnue this wo=k,
which will no doubt lead nanY
offLcial apologlsts to questlon
our motivee. It ia a PitY that
Solidarity wittrholds suPPort
for our eanpaign.r when it ls
obvious fron the tone of Your
articLe that you are in far
greater agreement with us than
vith those vho sti11 refuse to
pernit the re-exaatination of
the Bukharin and other trials.
Yours fraternallYt
Ken Coates
(fhe acrtrand Rueeell'P""". Founilatlon Ltd. )

Ee11ot

I recentlY reeeived,
quite by accident, SolidaritY
for Soeiel-,8.eLef3lion No. 6r
Dec/Jan 1979 issue. I have
seen your panPhlets in the
past but never the magazine.
I must say I quite enioyed
reading it, esPeciallY the
bit entitled "Anti-Sexisul...
the afiirnation of allenatiorf'.
';'ithout going into the subiect
at lensth. I will iust saY

that often what appears asttradicalism'r is just the
advance Siaard of capitalien
- clearing avay of socisl
and cultural barriers to
further capital. Examplee
abound: nnatural liberationrl
(e.g. Yietnan, Algeria); the
Civil Rights I'lovenent here ln
the USAe vhich haC as its
.result the (partial) up-
grading of blacks to consumer
status, etc. It seene that
your article has nade a good
argument for lncluding
fenlaien ia tbe 1lst. In
Amerlca, and no doubt ln
England as ve11, anyone

publishing thls type of
article vould catch a 1ot of
heat from ]o:ee jerk feninists
and leftists; donrt 1et their
"autonatic vritingF seduce you
avay from yonr goal "to be
consciously revolutionary
rathcr than an ideological-
instrument of econonic
rcfornn. They (naoisn
especlally, and some anarchlets,
feul.niets and others) have
reduced the radloal cri.tique to
a litany of niaorlty group
complaints, i.e. voEen, blackst
secretarlesr one eyed serro-
croation pederastsl etcr as if
human society was not ln sone
deep seated vay in nced of
conplete overhaul and re-
organlsation. lndeed to hear
a maoist party, overwhelni.ngly
vhite aalee talk only of the
oppressi.on euffered by blaeks
and romen raiseg serious
psycho-an6.lytical qnes tions
about why they do it. There
is obrlously much nore to be
done than the integration of
previously marginal or ex-
eluded groupa, Saying this
raises more questions than lt
ansrrers. Vhat Erolefl or
t'stance' does the revolutionary
take in responae to this type
of reformisml especially when
lt reachcs the proportions of
a mass movenent? The CP USA
never addressed thie questioa
vhen it built the C10 in the
l0rs and {Ots, and paid the
price in the lors, basically
by di.sappearing r.rithout trace,
shoved out of organised labour
as soon as they rrere rro longer
needed. I shanrt attempt to
anaver this question in this
letter, its obviouely the
major question a revolutionary
pouping has to faca.

ALI this talk aeider I do
uant to subserlber aad shov
you the magazine I work ont
rBlack Roser (coning
separatcly), fornerly anarchist
but not any longer. I enclose
fiS.oa cheque, I hope properly
fi11ed out, etc. Please send

sub starting with issue lJo.
or later.
Yours,
Charlie Gamble
(Csmbridge, USt)
P.S. I enJoyed your eoyerirDriving on the Leftn,

very fulay. But in
Anerica, you knov, ve
drive on the right.
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tefties in the Hidlands are
being haumered by the 1oea1
Judiciary. After anti-Ntr'
demos in Hest Bronrnrich and
teieester, fines of between
€,rO0 and fd00 are being dished
out, and Asian and black kids
are being ordered to pay up to
f.zA e week out of wages of Cl5.

In Birainghan a racist night-
elub which operates a quota
systelD for blacks, Pollyannas,
has been picketed for several
roonths, and 10 pickets have
been arreeted. llheir fines
are 1ike1y to fo11ow the
pattern at West Bronsich and
Leicester. Four libertarians
vere also arrested after a
brick vent through Po11y-
annars windorr. lucki.ly the
police could not press
charges against three of us
for lack of evidenee (despite
planting nsone rags
impregnated vith inflamnable
spirit and shoving sigps of
burningr in one eomtadets car).
But the fourth has just been
ftned f,415. Ve need cash to
pay off this fine, and those
of the pi.ckets whose cases
come up soon.

Cheques/contributions to
Btham Canpaigzr Against Racism
in Clubs }efence Canpaiga,
c/o Labour Club, 14 Sristol
Street, Sirmingham 5.
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rrAlier:a::;e Stcialisrq -
the =a:::es:: lor radicaL
diplcra:s" sa: first Published
as e ::::-::a;e,: pamphlet some
vc2rs :=-: :: S:xtaneous
Corab':s::::-. -lthough the
ob j ec i :: :: -< attack is a
partic::-r-: s:a:'ement of the
ialterna::?. :cvenentt (Keith
Patont s t -:--:e:native
Socia'] :s=' :::s critique g:oes

further --:.a:- -lhis one documentt

In wrrt:::; :::is I aim to
clarify t.::a:i coafusions
anong:s: :::se uho claim to be
changlr-- ::e wor1d, hlghlight
their :::;:::s and vhere theY
rnigbt vel1 lead to, In eome
cases a:::tting confueion is
a ste;::vard a nore criticaL
atti.::::e. 3ut vhen it reani-
fests::se11 as an olen:ress tc
all ex:s:ing varuely ro;Posit-
io=a-' :::.::ls cf tho'igr-t, it
rei::i:::es a socialiy 3a:lu-
fact'::e: -:e ;:.:-3: asse::s
r-:---- --J
ques:r ?r:s r:ave allealy been
aske:, a::c beccnes an evagive
non-i3g=atic pose for those
despera:e1y searching for new
insiqh:sr ani new ideologies.
In talk:-.6 cf I eonfuslonr n 1

donrt, hc-eY€rr megalomania-
ca11y claln 'lo be totallY
clear: ar: e..le=entary aspect of
the revolutio:: is ti:e Process
of becoming crea:e: about ones
relatlonships a::: aoout the
world in general a::i the
dialeetic betvee:: the two.
Alttrough sometines arrotance
is a defensive form of self-
assertion, I have a*' tines in
this vork consciously used it
as a vay of cutiing through
Patonsr absurdi"ties. I trust
that readers/fe1low proletar-
ians/human beconings,*i11
arrogantly challenge the foggY
aspects of what I have vritten.
HT5OSE :'.0T BUSY BEING BORii ARII
BI|SY BEIJ;G -U?LO}'1ATIC" -
Engels, rTire Origin of the
Alternative SocietY, Rnforced
llover and the State of Utter
Confusionr.
The major failing of Keith
Patonsr pamphlet (fron which
all other contradictions arise)
is its attenpt to benevolentlY
unite innumerable disParate

and it is no less relevant
today than xhea it vas first
vritten. As the article on
To:ctess elsevhere in this
lesue sholrs, the anti-nuclear
uovement exhiblts some of the
characteristics f or vhich
Paton is taken to task and
cven rrlthin the SolidaritY
natvork ltself there are those
vho6e ideas appeer rrot so
distaat froP those esPouseil

frap.ents of reriticalI move-
ments under the all-embraeing
umbrella of a rcoln&orr

buroanityr : he vants a
(r)evolution vhich will be
uiee for everYbody.

this virtue ol toleraace'
vhich ie conpelled to think
gla the rbestt of everYbodY,
is paraded to cover uP its
predictable consequenees :
frustration, stasis, stuPiditS
and, ultlmately, aceeptance of
the society it tries to changie
(e.g:. support for fiedgwood-
3enn, Left-wing Capitalsl
Recuperator-in-Chief. Sena
combLnes, through his self-
made nask of rsensibLer -
i.e. bourgeois - eoncerrr, his
guilt for his aristocratic
background with the elitist
arrogance of that baekground:
he is the saviour of the
working elasse benigrrlY l-ead-
lng then to the glorious
di.gpity of running thelr ovn
exploitation under the
domination of the crisis-
ridden world narket). lhe
diplonatic role stems frora
the beli.ef that one can oYelr-
cone the frustrati.ons that
arlse from being isolated bY
basing ones I relationshiPs on
the lolrest coumon denoninator,
on the prineiple rrthe more the
nerrierrt. Not onlY is this
notion of 'rbuilding the new
society in the shell of the
oldt! conveived of in Prlnari-lY
quantitative terms; it nerelY
recreateg a different form of
i11usory togetherness from the
rest of soci.ety, aaother
lmage of community emoothing
over real separation
( sigzrlficantly, Paton uses
rwer throughout his pauphlet
to mean j.ntermittentlY ttus

?age tr'i-fteen

by the ralternative socialistsr
In republishlng this etatencnt
we hope to reconmsnce debate
on the uhole notion of
tliberated zonesr and to bring
tbis debate to en audlence
vhich msy not h6ve seen the
original panphlet.
P.G.
(classow)

in the alternative societyn,
*us freakstt, t'us uhites*, r'us

Sri.tishB and 'us Uesternets'!:
all identities, unless linked
to a common collective
eritical project; are ways of
evading the struggle for
individual autonomy which
must be one of the fundanental
bases for such eollective
activity: 'wer is almost
always a lie). The formula
on r"rhich I would base any
future coamon projects vith
individuals i,s r3e cruel vitb
your past and those who would
keep you theref'.

Patons I uell-intentioned
mi.ssionary role is based on the
idea that r.re are all one in the
ocean of our possibilltles
beneath the islands of our
fixed ideas and roles. This
hypothetical truth in no vay
helps us towards changing the
world vhich is the naterial
basls for our separate islands.
It iogically leads to his
ridiculons ldea of influenclng
the ruling class., vhose self-
identity has not only been
built up by years of eondition-
ing but is reinforced daily by
the uorld they nanage, by their
total i.nmersion in the
rationale of the market, by the
eonfirmation gLven it by all
those vithi.n the ideological
encLave which is the rulLng
class milieu: only madness, a
Inervousr breakdovrn, a eonplete
ehatteri.ng of their sense of
relati.on to the world and each
other eould nake individual
rulers see through the she11
of their inhunanity, but I feel
there are far more useful and
exciting projects than dropping

MAN!FES]IO r0R
[,]ADIGAL DIPLOMATS
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acid in the House of Conmons
r*ater supply. To even think
of trying to appeal to the
rulers I itbetter natures[ in the
name of some abstract hunanity
is not only a dangerous
Utopian nystlfication, but a
total nis-direction of energy
avay fron any genuiaely radical
aticnpt to intervene in hi.sto=y
and in rourr own history. This
altruistic rcoavincerr ro1e,
nhich wants to save people fron
their self-oppression, reminds
me of aa ex-Catholic Trotskylst
I used to know, who shouted to
the cops as their truncheons
lashed out over our heads fron
their vantage point on mounted
horees, r'Conrades - reme&ber
the 1919 police striketr Eo
lrant to help, in a reciprocal
vay, those people genuinely
eeeking some autonomous experi-
ment, is very different fron
trytng to shake conplacently
bored sleepe=s ar^rake by appeals
to our connron hunanlty: i.n
the forner the relatlonship 1s
potentially mutually clari.fy-
ing and exelting...the latter,
a frustrating and dralning
exercise nhose only reward is
a feeling of pityiag superlor-
1ty (as I was thinking this
out, lying in a park, a park-
keeper-cum-cop cane up to me

and told me it vas aga.inst the
bye-1avs to sit oa the grass.
I tried to appeal to his
rbetter natutet by un-
aggressively asking him, t'You
donrt enjoy this, I donrt
enjoy this - so why axe you
doing it?r' but he evaded by
eyes, told me he didntt vant
to argae and threatened to
arrest me...trying to caress
the paralysed., serean at the
deaf - for me, at least - is
Just an adrenalin-flov vhieh
never succeeds in reaching
buzz-point but leaves ne
feeling irritably uncomfort-
able: to make it a fu1l-time
stratery for changing life
would be pure nasochisa).
ESE 1'dHO BUILDS A NEW I'IORLI IN
rHE SHELL OF T}IE OLD IiITHOUT
SUPPRESSIEG THE 1,IORI,} THAT
CoNTAINS rT, BIIIr,DS IdAAGHT
BUf EfS O!'r$ ILI,USI0$Sr - o1d
Chinese proverb (circa
Barcelona a9t5).
The concepts of liberated
zones, socialism in one
e onmune/s tre e t/ci tyfhead,
ttgetting our real lives to-
gethert' etc. etc. are the
najor aspects of alternative
soeiety ideoIory. ?he idea
is that r,rithin these spaces
people can freely develop in
r^'hatever vay they vish. Not
only does this repress under-
standi.ng the extreme
limitations of this develop-
ment in the face of the
toutsider vor1d, it also

impliee that the routsidet
lrolld never enters tlre front
door, that one ean abstractly
develop freely, separate from
the cont=adictions of the
world. ?he confusions of
Patons I panphlet lllustrate
the lie of this 111usion:
there can be no fuadanental
liberation wi.thout the total
deetruotion of commodity
society (whieh is not lntended
as an exelise for not changing
Ln a radical direction, merely
that one should be consei.oua of
heightened contradictlons at
each tstager of deveLopnent).
None of thls is to say that
there arentt a fen genuiaely
experimental rislands r

attenpting to move in the
direction of history, roaking
their experience and conflicts
pub1ic...!{erely ihat paton in
no lray contribirtes to this
aoveaent but prefers to preseat
a spectacle of exciting, joyful
relationshlps. Irr the upsi.de-
dowa reality of the spectaele
hunan qualities (love,
conmunity...) becone ideals
for emulation precisely because
they are what is laeking in
reality, and because the
illuslon of authenticity i.s
Decessary for inauthentic life.
Patonst rhetorLc - €.g. tllfe
is...as marvellous as orlr being
flows in the 1ow1y river of
here and now" - is mgrgfy 66
inaee of excitement, comlng
fron the desire to seduce with
zappy lyricisn - the lmmediate
appeal of advertising given arradlca.lr tvist, an appeal to
the pleasure principle rrhieh
stuns the eritical senses, in
the hope of reaching the fun-
loving guts: but fun and
analysis ca:r eombine vithout
being evasive.
The raltertati.ve soci.etyr s t
dissatisfaction and rejection
of tstraightr soeLetyrs roles
and values results merely in
the creation of new ones.
fnstead of participating in the
destruction of all roles and of
the society that creates them
and makes thero neceseary, paton

talks of ttthe stress of
adjusti.ng to new rolest'.
Instead of dealing with the
real conflicts of hunan
relatl,onshlps, Paton sets up
new abetraet values which we
must confotrm to - naturalness,
openness, universal love ("we
must love one another or dier,
he threatens). The genuine
unconditioned yearning for
harnony is a fragaent of
humanity vhich, before the
suppression of the conditioas
which prevent itsf realis-
atlon, becooes erected into a
fixated ideologieal attitude
(pacifism, ttre social
eontract, politenessr nice-
guyness,'Unity, brothersrlItlove rnl Peacet, rLetrs not
be sectarian, coaradesn,ttJust flow vith things, mant')
repressing conseiousness of
contrad.ictioae and the
practice of overcoming thea;
0ften the ideologlr demaads
that no-one gets heavy coa
thatrs uncool; anil predict-
ability, insipid gutlessness
and ethereality is the priee
ne,ny have to pay for this
attitude of purlty. Fleals
on vheels, helping o1d age
peasLoners and good neigh-
bourliiess, whi.ch can only
result Ln the most super-
ficial patronislng relation-
ships r+here nothlng is
challenged, is a way of
complacently avoiding subvert-
Lng either oneself or the
other.
In thLs society, to be
negative is condenned asnc;rniealtt, nu-neonstructiver,
rnihilisticn, rnisanthropicn
or just plain Erude'r, which
are all just different forms
of defence agalnst criticism.
Challenging someone, or a
scene, or a si.tuation has its
reward in terms of heightened
clarity, excitement, the
pleasure of having -ade some-
thing rha-ppent and the
satisfactioa of breaking vltb
the snooth-running of tthing:er:
the capacity to erltici-se
and be criticised is the
essence of the revolutionary
moveaeat.
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Instead of fighting for, or
experiraenting tovards, a real
11fe, nost of the alternative
society take on an abst=act
represeBtationr an iaage of
1ife, anil advertises thie
change of aPPearanees as real
ebaag:e. ?he noral seriousness
wbich they attaeh to their llfe
-sty1e measlt-rea thelr depend-
aDce on the nev iaage. !.&ilst
struggle vhieh is not conceraed
with overcoming aad challenging
eonstralntsr blocks and
inhlbitions ia oaes capitalist-
doninated daily life ie nerely
other-direoted nilitantisn, the
alternetive t (r) evolutionaryr,
like the Leninlsts who say
nJoin the ?arty. Fol1ov usrtl
conceiYes of his nessage to
the vorLcl in terns of uJoin the
lroY€B€Irto Fol1ow the examPle
of my life-style". Tne slogan
of a real revolutionary move-
neat should be E$o each
according to his desires"e
adding otr ia palentheses:
r...but exa&ine the basis of
your deslresr and test Your
avetsionsr.
fhe itleology of non-violence
concedes to the State and 1ts I

nrenBgers a monopoly of a
weapon it will not fail to use,
as it has done in the Pastl aad
ie doing so in the Present,
aga.inst any challenge to its
authority. Soweto is the aost
obvious recent example. fhe
revolutlonary violence which
negates the violence of the o1d
vorld must be conscious of itsf
causes (i.e. repressed eErger
and the violence of the
constraints of this alien
vorld) at the same time as it
st=ugglee to destroY then.
The moral purity of the

pacifists rarely sustains
Ltself in the heat of real
stru6gle: for exanple, ln the
1974 'xinCsor Festival, vhen
the fragaents of the
"alternative societyt' actively
exeluded the State as ve11 as
their vouLd-be leaders (Syd
Ravle, 3i11 D'ryerl etc.) and
managed thelr ovn festival
Ln a forn very sinilar to
that of the workers eouncils
of the past century (nase
democratic neetingsl,
mandated delegates etc.).
When the State attacked to're-expropriate its pover and
property, fev people 'turned
the other eheekn and nany
pacifists forgot their
ideolory and attacked tbe
copso .{fraid he will
actuaLly have to destroy a
world in order to achieve a
elassless society vhere the
frea developmcnt of all ie
lnseparable from the free
developrnent of each, Paton
ends up being i.nocuous
deeor who holds, and indeed
Beeks on1y, the attention

of the most retarded, other
dlrected, eub-ehrlstlan
proletarians, vho can
easily be seduced by the
novelty of his rip-offs
from Norran O. Brova etc.
tshe erotlc noving order of
the future uust pass through
the rchaosr of class war,
vhi.ch is the essential roeans
of resolving the repressive
chaos of the present.
TSPECTACULAR SOCIXf,Y I"IAINTAINS.tIS IN AN ORGANISED SOCIAT
S0HIZO?ERBSIA, OI'FEEING IIP
IITOPIAN OR NOSTAICTC FANTASIES
VTPHOUT PnACTTCAL CoNSEQUASCES
OR EMPIBICIST ENGAGBIENT IN
rEE HERE-A$}-NO}I HITHOI'T
CONSCIOUSNESS OF THE fOTAIITTT
- Notice Concerning the
Rei.p.lng Society and llhose who
Coatest It.
l"Ihl1st oppositLon to
capitalist society as a nhole
ls obviously mediated by
opposltion to a part, a
sSmpton, the ecology-cum-
alternative technolo€tr morre-
nent, fails to rea11y
generalise from its particular
fetish, and ends up, for the
most part, in pragnatie
activiem, and dangerously
confused miscomprehensions of
the hature of capitalisn.
Since capitalisn inevitably
aecumulates enolmous -powers of
fixed capital (in ecology-
speak: ftinorganic mattertt)
itrs clear that the cleaning uP
of the renvironmenti Lnvolves
not uerely a question of =e-organising the supposedly
rneutralr technologyr olr as
Paton sugges.tsr creating
sraa11-scale ecologically safe

technologl,r within the context
of present-day conuodity
production, but of vashing
away the whole of the systen
and its I logLc of aceunulatlon
before it exodee and suffocates
uso The environmentali.sts
usual reaction to this is an
anxious ltNever nind the Big
?ieture - letts get dovn to
saYlngl the r+orld bit by bit...
I never could stand those
long vords, anJmayn.
Conbining pateh-work reformisno
with aoralistic gtrilt ("We are
soclety. ve are responsibles)
they can do no more than
tinker *rith the systen at the
eame tlme as they channel
peoplesr diseoatent away from
fundamentally questioning it:
slnce no-oue 1s g!,!!gla
opposed to clean air.r. the
ecology movenent lsmains as
uacontroverslal aB it is
Lneffecti.ve. llhe productive
forces which could deetroy
the planet are the same which
-ake a global]y free society
an rimmediater objective
possibility: ia the poesible
human coonturxity of the future
the conseious transfornation
of nature can take plaee
r*ithout suppresslng it.
fhe norallsn of self-
suffielency - alnost lIke the
Toriesr sstand on Four oHn
tvo feettt - is a perversion of
the desire for autonomy into a
firlgar materialLst eoncept of
independ.anc€e a,n independ.ance
related not to consciousltess,
struggle and every aspect of
soilal relationships, but
purely to the capacity to
survive. Consi.dering the
coBplex interdependance of
every aspect of the vorl"d
econoloy (and therefore, of Ltsr
crisls) this idea is pure
ideology, since itrs
i.mpossi.b1e. And itrs hardly
desirable, since it means
that peoples I conseiousness is
eYen more eommitted to
expendlng their enerS:ies on
the hassles of survival than
normal. Intertvined vith
the notion I srna11 i.s beautl-'
fuLr, these ideis lead to a
parochial regionalism, and
the coacornnitant false
identities, insulsrity and

econoElc competitiveness. The
ideologa of rsma1l is
beautifult (decentralised
production: breaking uP of
large units and dispersing
then) eonfuses form rsith
eontent: itrs as i-f caPitalsl
vastness is responsible for
the belittlement of the
lndividual, vho i.s only
capable of eoping vith the
narrolr confines of the local
tcommuni.tyr. If capitalisu
hae been progressi.ve itrs been
Ln the fact of creating the
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material basis for a uorld-
wide humsn coiarnunity, even
though the fora of the basls
has been totally inhunan.

Uorld-vide Production,
distribution and com&unieation
is an essential condition for
creating the means of survival
aad the abolition of forced
Iabour: l-trs the vorld
marketl the rei€n of exchanS:e
valuel vhich has to be
dissolved, not 1arge-sc&1e
productioa. Mucb of Patonsl
incoherence stems from his
failur.e to understand thig
conmodity forn vhich is the
essence of caPitalismsl
mediation of eocLal relatlon-
ships: hencer he can suPPort
China, Tanzani6. (both
dLfferent forms of capitallsm
vith a rsocialistr ideological
facade)q the absurdlY
nystifying Utopian rVages for
Houseworkt canPaigzr, talk of
ecabbing on rexcessiver wage
deuand strikes (at a tirne
wben it is preeiselY bigh
r{age ctenanos which could lead
to nen forms of vorklng elass
self-orga.nisation and into the
possibllity of consequentially
challenging tle State, the
unions and the econony, and of
breaking r+ith the labour rnove-
mentr consciousness vhich is a
brake on gT, form of self-
activity), speak of ?taid and
traden prog?ams and never talk
of the possibility of
abolishing wage labour.
Much of Patons! argumental
tactic is to juxtapose his
i.deas against a phoney Leftist
bogey i.n order to present his

false chol.ce (a technioue used
constantly by the capitalist
media). Thus, for exarople, hi
llbera1 honily on free sleech
conpletely misses the point.
Iurlng the epoch of the rise of
the bourgeolsie free speech vas
inseparabfe from the moveaelt
to overthrov the aristocraey,
andl as sueh, was levolutioaery
But in the oapitafst
spectaele, the organisation of
the eomnodity eeonomyr ,free
epeechn has been eroptied of its
aubversive content. Llke its
111usory counterparts ?'dial
and trconmunicatlonft, it helps
conceal a syste:a based on the
total suppreesion of individual
free expressionl the only
people vith the power to put
their sords and rimag:inationsl'
lnto action are the organisers
of this society. lhe real
novenent for free expression
should not concerrr itself vlth
euppressing the exlsting neans
(e.g. enashing up neetings)
nor with defending then, but
with subverting then by shov-
lng up theh poverty - ie
rlaaking the petrifled condition
dance by singing then their
ovn turel,
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1[he strlggles of the future
nust become conscious of their
oirn Eove&ent, both anongst the
indlvlduals and groups
Lnvolved, as velI as in
reLatLon to the global
soclety, both suljectively
and obJectLvely. They must
learn to act, think and spss!
for thesselves, to understand
their eaemies, both rsithin and
withbut. llhey aust grasp and
publicise the Lmmensity of the
tasks before the masses of
individuals (consciousness of
which advances vlth the
struggle). Irrithoqt theory,
people are decapitated, their
bodies flounder in the dark;
nrlthout p=actiee, they becone
ghosts of abstraction haunting
thelr own minds: all thought
and no play is a shortcut to
suicide, all play and no
thought i"s a quick way of
getting your throat s1it.
And with Patonr you get the
vorst of both vorlds...

Dear Solidarity,
fn Solidarity for Social
Revolution No. 1, I wrote an
article rStrike at Eighlands
Fabrieators r . ?his
described a dispute at the
oi1 platfonn construetion
j'ard in *'hich the fu1l-time
:raie unioa officials
cc11a:orated cloeely with the
=ztz;e=ent in opposing the
r:crkers struggle against a cut
i:: tie ';1a'uform conpletlon
'co::us' . P.eaders nay be
:.':teresie: tc <now that
s.'.:::-;.- :i:e: ih:-s uas
;':i-:::.e:, ::.e TT-'C Education
nepalt:e:t ba::ned =e from
actirg as a tutol ca their
courses for shoc stenard.s,
eventually giving as iheir
reason my criticism of rrnion
officials in the Solidarity
article on the Ilighlands
tr'abricators strike.
I had been enployed by the
I{orkers Educatloaal Assoeiati
to teach on these courses on a
re8ular basis for 15 nonths
when the fUC suddenly ann
their decision. No procedures
t ere g:one through, I was given
no opportu::ity to appeall uone
of the stevards vho attended
the eourses Here consulted, ny
trade union branch rrag not
even iaformed, fer less
negotiatecl r,rith over the issue
The TUC Education Departraent,
in explanatLon of their
d,eelsion, wrote to the HEA
tMr. Vallancet s uninformed
attack on fu1I tine trade uni
officers and certain shop
stewards involved in the
Highlands Fabricators dispute
displayed at best a lack of
knowledge of industrial
relations and at worst, an
inteat to undernine the
authority of the unions and
their elected representatlves
in a very deLicate situationr.
The Voluntary Organisations
B:eanch of the TGI.IU, of vhich I
aB a rlember, and the Scottish
G=oup of AsTMs (ares), have
both written to the TUC
protesting against thelr
aetion. folloving the TUCrs
refusal to re-consider;
Aberdeen llrades Council have
aoked the TUC Education Depart-
eent to quash their rarbltrary
declsionr uhile I an granted
the rights of appeal and
hearing.
Any support, especially from
people or organisations
connected vith T.U. education,
would be very welcone - more
infornation can be obtained
frora me at the address belor+.

Mike Yallance
c/o !53 King' Street, Alerdeen.



AUTONqUY&ffi
t. 3 ':3lldarityr member not
::r:lvea ia 1ov pey dispatea
:r cticr strrrggles at the
;';::t cf productionr Ird like
io :i6n1ight the lesuee
affectlng an autonorno[a trore-
let aaongst people clalul.ng
bencfits.
Cardants analysls of modcrn
capltallsn le projected in
tcrnE of a ilodsl vherebY
ploduction and coasuEptl.oa
hsve beea bureaucratised/
ratioaalised to the polnt
vhcre there ie a high degrec
of reguletion vbich cliainateE
the cyclieaL crisie pattern
pre-tforld l{ar II. }Iitbia tbig
l{ode1r only strioily app1lc-
able to tha advanoedr vestern
blocr the affluent workl.ng
clage is the =u1e rather the,n
the erceptloa,
Eorever, nthe exceptlons
stiIl exists - people vho
either through ehoice (the
revolt egelnst work - or
agalast paying tax) or
circumstanrce are unenPloYed
or unemployable. IChether lt
ig a reflection of the
rclatlvc positioa of Briteia
or aot, euccesslve GoYeranente
have iliffered 1itt1e ln thelr
conai.tacnt to cnforce econoa.ic
sssctioas ag'ainet those not ia
vagc lebour. l, vhole ideologr
of serouagc=er/vorkshY etc.
(hovevcr aaechronietlc to
tlberal reformere) atiI1
pcrsists aad ie Perpetuatcd
daily through the media and ln
thc treatnsat of thoee
claialng beaefit - especiallY
Supplesentary SencfLt.
PrlvltisatLon i.s the lot of
clalnante as vlth other gloups
in contenporary claee socletY.
Any political actlon anong
olaina.ate coaes uP agalnet thc
hard facts that Iaan, aeceptt
or at least PeY liP Pervlce to
the scrounger ideololY. Vhile
this ie probably belng broken
dowa, it ts sti11 a sigaific-
ant obstacle to collective
actloa. An offshoot of this
Le the productiYist emPhasis
of the Erad. T,eft vith their
various Rlght to Vork caoPaiPs
vrhich eaaaot see beYond berdlng
Beople back into the Productlon
proeess and demanding nfir11
emplo5rnent'.

Eowever, the actual situatlon
is more couplicated. It
would be false to see the nove-
nent in nonollthic ternd, just
as its difficult to gauge how
clalmants unlons operate
throughout Sritain and Northern
Ireland. I1'erefore, to a peat
extent my analysis is based on
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the 3la.€oy eituatioa vhere
thcrc bae bccn a slcv but
siEriificslt upsurge in eelf-
orgznieatio:r. Espectally la
the scberes (hcasing estatee)
vhcre therc arc vaet nunbets oa
the dolc cr the ordcr book a
poteatlal eriets: oftca
g'g!,lret a backgrouad of a
hostlLe caviroaseat vhereby
nobs terorisc their felloY
resldeate.

A8alast tbie ig an altema,tive
concepticn torards iorgaaising
the uneaployedt has dcveloped.
0a the face of it the Clalmaats
Ilaion movement offers a gFeat
dcal of encolrragenent for

fa fairly cnrde terme there
are three basie approaches
tonards the political
signlfLcance of trthe ao?eneatr.
Ilhere ie eatrenehed in C,U.
attl.tudes a non-politieal
stance vhich rejeots Eouteiderl
uanlpulatlon or iacorporetLon
by llrots and sueh 1ike.
Eovever, this has been
extended by zany lnto an
INTI-POLIffCAI posi tlon vhich
rejects a critique vLs a vis
the elalnants position in
socictlr end seeg elal-ants
uaione as voluatery self-help
velfare rights groups, vhere
confliet is an aber=atLon, On
the other ha.dr there is the
staadard RADICAT positio:r ae
articulated in nost C.U.
llterature r*hieh puts fornard
transitional de'nands of social
reform: nan adequate incone
wLthout,npaas teet for all
peopi.e;.( z)

there ie a degree of afflnity
wlth people in the POV-ERTT
INIUSTRY suoh ae radical
soclal vork6rs, welfare righte
offl.cers, Civil Scmants
Ag:alast the Nazis (ttre CPSE ts
the maJor trade llnion for DIISS
staff).
Specifie deaaade such as the
ecrept'ing of the ladustrlal
Hleconduct Rule and the Co-
habitatLon rnrle are raised in.
the light of calling for a
total re-assessmeat of r+elfare
beneflte and the npoverty
tlaptt. Ilere the RECIIPIAATION
game ie beLng played, but .the
ideology is not that of the
Trots (too vrorkerist) but of
lLbertarlan narxisa. this is
espeeially cLear among the
nl.n-orowdn who go to
Conferenoee, speak to the
Supplenentary Benefits
g6nrnission, lobby fUC
Conferences, etc.. lfith a
Tory Goyernmentl however, it
is even less likel]r that their
de-ands will be listened to,
hovever reasonable ot liberal.

libertarlans: autonomoua
groups organislng arounil- lssues
which affect people eyeryday €f
their lives; a aoYencnt rith-
out foroel or eentralieed
leadership rhich cal1s for:
"a 6ociall.et societ=;r ia vhioh
all neeessitiee are provided
fqee aad vhich is uairaged and
coatro119{.dLrcctly by the
peoBlen . (',1

Active involvement in a
gls{man{s uaLon is novhere
substantlel aad peop3.e donrt
often go beyond a aar:row eelf-
interest or aa ideologieal
dlvisloa betryeen tdeeervJ.ugr
and oundeirervingi. E?en where
there is first hand experlence
of aeeertLve behavlour agaiast
a D.tr.S.S. offlce there ls
stil1 an epparent relactance
to 'rput sonethlag baek into
the uaionE. lPo a degree this
nay be because e C.U. Ls seen
as somebodyre property
(although thls is conmor in
all forne of organLsatLon,
lSolidarityE ineluded) or
doninated by aa a.in-clovdn.
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HISEORT AS CREATION
by Ccenelius Castoriadis
Hegel and Marx as opposite
sides of the same coin: thc
uarxist nethod of inposing
capitalist rationality on
history: ideolory and the
bureaucratie elass.
Priee 4Op plus postage.

IIEE I{ORI(ERS OPPOSITION
by Alcxand=a (plloatal
Now aYailable again - a fu11Y
annotated account of the antl-
bureaucratic struggLe withia
the Bolshevik Party l9l9-20,
tJith a neu introduetion.
Price Jlp plus postage.

Soth avaira:le i::a:
Solida:it3 'L'r-:c=. 

'c/o !2i Ia-i:a ?-:a:'
Londor, =.6.

Taking an offensive posl.tion
of CON?ESTAtrIOId are a ninority
wLthout nireh sense of cohesion
or coherence. ?here is a more
expllcLt attack on the work
cthic and on the structulal
position of the bureaucracy
but there is an unrl11lng:neea
as wlth the aaarchists to
grapple with the real dynenibs
of nlodern capiiali.sn and
,rrhethcr a Bess no?ement is
even aecessatry or deslrable.
Oae danger coeloolr to all
approaehes is to confuseEthe sovenettr es an end LniteeLf: nou= prirae connlt-
ment is to the soeieL
revol.ution - aot to any
particular politlcal groupn.
3)
nBulldl.ngr the C.U. movement
has to be seea as secoadary
ito the means (ee1f-nanage-
nent of the struggle) and
awarelxeBe of whoee lnter.ests
denands are taken upl

rthe enemles of our enqieri
are not ngc-essarily our
frLends".(4)

For exaople, on the
questlon of talking to the
eo-oa1Ied radicals of the
PPSA, there Ls articulated
the position that inplenentlng
the Good Work Strike would
benefit clalnants rather than
vitbdravl.ng labour or a vork
to rule. A11ied to this is
the faet tbat the CPSA vork
under thc Official Secrets
Act, puttlng lnto operatlor.
the various Esecret Codes'
rhieh tntiuidate ctai*a.ts

in their personal lives and
prevent clains. To daily
reproduce this system yet
espouse nsocialist' causes
is a double-standard conmon
to "the teftr and an offensive
poeition doesnrt shrink fron
attaeking radieaL rhetoric.
Against all the inrnovable
otJJects of bureaucracy
(however enlighteaea) tle
revolutionary approach ie uot
to raise denands but to
articulate, serviee and
generalise soci61 strug6les.
Clairrarts arenft only iavolved
in strug8les as clainants and
issues such as housing,
connunlty resources etc. can
only suffer if they are
compartmentalised. As the
eituationists saw it, thc
critique of separation is a
cruciel aspect of the
revolution of everyday life.

K. V. (Glaseo,.'7
(r) ana (z) c.u. u.irlgu.a

Charterrptel&2
(l) are (a) es 't'e lontt See It

'Solida:ity".
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