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anarrhis

The central belief §f anarchism is that it is possible for a society to be b;sed upon
nanmabpressive structures without hierarchies or leaders. It hasian implicit.faith
that.people cam' be responsible for their‘own‘actisns, that it is possible to resolve
confiicts without resorﬁ'ta cagrcian or viulence,:that-a spirit of §§nviolence can

_ replace the present mistrast and hatred. Movement “towards-this ideal is blociked, not

\’By any instrinsic defeat in human nature, but by the atmoshere of fear and iﬁsécurity
in our socieiy which is perpetusted by the authoritarian struetures,and inétitutions,
The state-mentality in particular, assuming that people can only be motivéted by ‘'self-

interest' and fear, always uses the veiled threat of violence to enforce its will,

Seeing society as eve:«evolving; anarchism does not fall into the trap of worshiping
static utopias, the anarchist idesl always being on the horizon. The point is to con-
stantly strive towards it, seeking to expand the snarchistic relatismships which exist in
every sociely alongside the authoritarian ones, always being unashamably self-critical.
There can be nc artificial division between the 'public® and 'vprivate' life, the anarchist

~gpdnciple of freedom and responsiblity in all interactions with others.
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Anarchisﬁ is an attitude rether than a set of ideclogisal doctrimess To be true to iiself

it must be adaptable, accepting, and tolerant while being totally Gpﬁosed tc 2l1)l that

dehumanizee and oppresses. Being essentially a rejection of worldly power (the only victor
- in- the struggle for power being power itself), it must reject the use of violence which

is at thé root of power. Believing in ihe potential in everyone to live anarchistically

(ie to love)} it must use the power of powerlessness {ie nonviclence) as its means and end.
‘It must be a way of living, of treating others - an affirmation and celebration, here anﬁ

now, of that indestructable living spirit i 1 humanity {which some people call God! PO




CHRISTIANITY :

The established church structures, hierarchiss and teachings; the past and present oppse

ion implemented, assisted.and-ace

authorities® = 31l this, however
prominent, is NOT the tota e others, and there ha
been many, who have sought and followed different ways. Christianity camnot be confined
to the Pope, The Church of ﬁng;ana, grand building ox wnatever. Christian expression is
not necessaerily coercive - in fact it is the aniithesis of uhrlstzan;tye You need just
toc look at the life of Jesus to see someone turning the world u@sxde down ; and getting
crucified for it. A

Jesus was & refugee and eventually a homeless beggar. He thwarta&'all expectations of
powerful leader figure. Ee‘challenged the hypocrisy of established religious structur
and sought the company of the marginalised -~ those despised by the status gquo. He tal
of the first being last and the last being first, and‘constantly upset the reigning
nierarchies by simply‘trying to be human. The law-heisought was not one written on tab
and stuffed down pecple’s thrcata,\buﬁ one freely ;ééepted in people's hearts. The love
God, by its very-nature,'cannot be forced upon someone. ItQis@aetive, suffering, hopin™
unconditional but never coercive as was Jesus®s 1ife. 4nd the prive he paid for leéafﬁg’
such a life was high. As Christians if we are honest we can expect no less - but so oft:
we settle for less, as the lmpiﬁcatzonﬁ of being totally human to everyocne, irrespective
of their *position',.opinions or treatment of you and others, - of recognising the infin
and indestructable dignity of everymeﬁy aroung us, - is daunting. Bul that is no excuse

Countless people’ througnout the ages have gA;mpsed at the vision and tried to live it ou
The majority of the early Ghrzstzana lived communaily in poverty refusing tc bear arm:

for the Roman state. Many groups followad including the anabapiists of the Reformation
the Diggers of the English Civil War, the Catholic Worker Movement in the USA and other
modern .day Christian anarchistis. Probably the best known Christian anarchist, Tolstoy,
glimpeed at a vision of the kingdom of God that was so revolutionary in potential that
the autherities made plans %o call out the armed forces and cormandeerszpublic transport
control.ihe public reaction to his fumeral. : v
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Ts accept God as the fulfilment of our being:ia not to accept an extermal authority, bu
willingly to internalise the law of love. Thus no one carries any authority by 'virtus
of iheir position, only insomuch as what they say and do is Truthful do they realise («
&uthor¢ty Thus to place trust in governmental structures, power politics or leaders i:
o deny God's authority and thus our own responsibility. This means inevitable confron”
ation with the established order. But though the vision may be far away we must striv&
towards it for we know it to be Truthful (ie from-God). Salvation means healing in the
Now Testamenti - it means pain and change through facing oux fears which help to maintai-
the inhuman structures and hierarchies, 4lthough we xnow that there is an alternative
ﬁorﬁg striving for so often our fears get in the way' - fear of the comsequences, of the
responsibility, of complicity and personal contaci. These fears san be overcome -~ s Per

love drives out all fesar.' The healing process is beguni

: e : - éwr;tten while in a , prison celll)
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