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WAR, PEACE AND.
THE FUTURE

; The Churches Attitude

The Council of the Baptist Union, in its 1940
report, referred its members to a letter which
appeared in Zhe Times London, December 21st,
1940. This letter offered a Christian Basis for
Peace. Its text was as follows: Ty
; ‘* The present evils in the world are- due to the
failure of nations and peoples to carry out the laws of
God. No permanent peace is possible in Europe un-

less the pripciples of the Christian religion are made
the foundation of national policy and of all social life.

This involves regarding all nations as members of one"

family under the Fatherhood of God.

‘‘ We accept the five points of Pope Pius XII as
carrying cut this principle :—

**1. The assurance to all nations of their right
to life and independence. The will of one nation
~ to live must never mean the sentence of death
~ passed upon another. When this equality of
_ rights has been destroyed, attacked, or threatened

PN

: ind' faithful fulfilment of con-
it gy hon and: which shalll in' case of:
recoghised need revise and correct them.
3  real needs and just demands of nations
pulations and' racial minorities to be ad-
ion may require, even where no
gal right can be established, and a
n of mutual confidence to be thus laid,
by many. incentives to violent action will be

he dévelopment among peoples and their
" that sense of deep and keen responsi-
eighs human statutes according o
jolate standards of the laws of
must hunger and thirst after justice
y that universal love which is
most general expression of

ciate five standards

. order demands that reparation shall be made,

‘and Medallist for Heb
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allisdown,
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~ SOCIALIST

| WILLIAM MARSHALL TEAPE, M.A.

The Rev. William Marshall Teape,  MA.,
B.D., would not have identificd himself with
Socialism and the United Socialist Movement,
but for three important facts: his intense reli-
gious sincerity, which demanded a fundamental
truthfulness in the actual social living as well
as the intellectual interpretation of Christianity;
a natural love of scholarship which secks

“expression in secular truthfulness and so leads

o a fundamental integrity of living; and the
second Great War, which horrifies the conscience
of every thinking man and compels Christians

S ok FEC ' to consider what is wrong with the world, and
les for the ordering of 2

the place and attitude of the Church in the
world. These factors have operated both to
compel and impel our comrade Teape to take his
stand by the side of strange companions like the

‘editor of this journal, for peace, Soci_alism, apd
_ the reconstruction of society on the basis of social
justice and liberty.

 William Marshall Teape has been a seeker

for a truth, and a keen student, from his carly
years, His academic knowlédge is evidenced by
his 'dt:g”l?éés,. although such degrees are not, in

~“themselyes, always testimony to the real worth

mm’vlcd?e. In argument against an
thodox world they have their importance.  In
882 he became M.A. of Edinburgh Uniyersity,
rew and linglish. Three
ecame WA, of Durham Univer-
AL of St John's College, Cam-
years later he became B.D. of

later h

priest at. Durham, in 1886, Mr,
SR ' 1885-88

sionary  District of
ckton-on-Tees, 1892-943
Co. Durham, 1

894-1900

of St?

Vicar of South Hylon (or Ford), 1900-22. He
was licensed to officiate.in the Diocese of Win-
rlw__xlvr m 1928, [n 1930, he published a work
(.'Illlll(‘ll Westcott's IFear, and in 1932, his most
important study, Z/e Seeret Lore of [ndia. To
this he issued, in 1934, a supplement, consisting
of further translations from the Forest Fathers,
with notes.

When William Teape was in his nineteenth
summer, a venerable missionary from Bombay,
the Rev. J. S. 5. Robertson, came {o spend his
closing years near the Teape home, and entreated
William’s father to allow his son to be taught
the Sanskrit letters. Missionary Robertson had
brought with him from Hindustan a bundle of
reed pens, which he carefully sharpened, taught
William how to hold, and how therewith to form
the letters simple and compound of the sacred
tongue. So was the reading of Sanskrit made
possible,  Those were the days when no one
thought of printing Sanskrit in roman charac-
ters, 3 x -

The result of Mr. Robertson’s zeal was not
seen until some years after William Teape’s
ordination, with a missionary sermon he
preached. - In it he described the Final Conflict
for Christ avhich he was confident was nigh, even

_the battle of Armageddon, when the sixth golden: ¥

i the wrath of God should be poured out
and the war of the great day of God the Al-
the Re

should begin, foretold in the
Where should it be foug

with whom? Plainly in [ndia and with Hindu-
ism, Islam and Buddhism. : ;
Such his mind, the preacher recognised that
he must try to understand the forces with which
the conflict should be. i
As his studies went on and the character of the
forces to be met was more clearly discerned, ===
Hinduism stood forth as the one power that must :
be grappled with. That conquered, he saw the
Victory of the Cross secure. ;
To gain knowledge of Hinduism, however, he -
must evidently be able to read Sanskrit. So he
sought out a paper, long forgotten, on which he = =
had in copy the quaint alphabet and certain
letters parted into their detail with hints for
their composition, laid by since the days when
the venerable white-bearded missionary had vol=—
unteered to teach him. He realised now that he =
had then made a crossing that had brought him
into the field where he should both fit himsets
for the conflict and meet with the foe. 2
TFoe> Yes. At first a foe was this strange:
untoward power, of whose character he had _h_ad
some superficial knowledge, and of whose migh
and temples and idols he had by this time seen
something, when, as a traveller ever pushing on,
staying a while here and there, he had passed
through India, between the incident of the reed
pens and the preaching of the missionary sers
mon. Yet never a bitter foe or regarded with.
bitterness: and when, as his fiest exmx";gn@‘: :
again taking up Sanskrit, he found himself
learning something of the Upanishads, 1 e
structions given to pupils ‘sitting near U sit-
ting near " being the literal meaning of the word
“Upanishad ) by the TForest Fathers in the dis-
tant past; a surmise seized him that this Seeret
Lore, as its name * Upanishad :
_contain much wisdom of living.. R
As his studies broadened, Teape discov
that many of the world’s thinkers he had alw
understood to be worthy only of condem
were really friends that were helping .
understand better what he was eager to.
Reparation was needed.
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- Upanishad
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The master that opened the author's cyes to
the worth of these Fastern teachings was Pro-
fessor Deussen.  With wonder Teape read
through Deussen's Philosophy of the Upanishads
in A, E. Geden's translation, mystified thor-
oughly, as a tyro, yet every now and then caught
up by the thoughts there laid open. IFurther
enlightenment as to Unpanishad thought was
afforded by the perusal of Deussen’s General
Introduction |[to Philosophy] and Philosophy of
the Veda up to the Upanishads. That is the
first volume of Deussen’s monumental AAlge-
meme Geschichte der Philosophie. Teape also
found of great value Deussen’s edition of the
Sechzig Upanishad’s with translation analyses
and notes. .

Deussen brought to Teape a grasp of the mes-
sage of the Forest Fathers. The learned Pro-
fessor to whom he owed his first clear gencral
view of the documents of their teaching was
R. E. Hume in his translation published in 1921
of the Thirteen. Principal Upanishads. There,
at last, these lay before him in intelligible Eng-
lish, divided into sections, each with its caption.

~ Hume's translation Teape took as the basis for
is versification. He felt that versification was
otter than prose for the presentation of the
announcements.  Rendering into
verse demanded, he soon found, a more thor-
“ough sifting of the meaning of words than a
colourless prose requires.  Besides, the fre-

s

quently wearisome repetition of the same word,

i s the Upanishad teachers’ custom, made
risable to use ‘different allowable render-

Iy containgd just the ‘side-lights he wanted
rom the thought of to-day. Side-lights he also
found in. certain English mystic poets.

Christian doctrine?

- B.D., to the Socialist movement.
- titles, descriptions, and academic honours, we

India should have its due place, concluded Teape
the scholar and student of comparative rcli'.iiun
as a civie entity, in the comity of n:\linn\; lm{
how much more important for India and the
world that India have its due place as a ~|ririlu:q\1
member in the wisdom of world thought, the
living Church of God? D

In studying and translating the Forest Fathers
our comrade Teape was brought to a very close

study of the poetry of Walt Whitman, His
poetry of Freedom and of Individualism ex-
presses much of the thought of the Torest

l“;}lhcl\‘ as though written by a disciple uncon-
scious of the existence of the Masters, [From
a study of Whitman and a belief in his magni-
ficent assertions of living, it is but a step to pause
at the claims of the world, especially in war-time,
and to realise that all’ one’s scholarship, one’s
quest of knowledge, one's love of learning, has
forced one into rebellion against the claims of
false gods. And so William Marshall Teape, a
scholar, sitting near the Forest Fathers, whilst
living in the midst of Western Civilisation, has
hecome a Pacifist, and Anti-Militarist, and a
Socialist.  Knowing that the editor of this
journal styles himseli an Atheist, he reaches out
the hand of fellowship, and says :—

“ Comrade, lel us wnite that war and wayt and
oppression may be bandshed from the world for
cver s that hatred may puss away; that the dark-
ness of the night may end; and that the dazen
may come of a day that weill never end i gloom ;
a day of justice, peace, and social service. Lol
us unite, that mankind nia;
cuermore i peace and fellowwship.”

We accept the hand of brotherhood. We wel-
come the Rev., William Marshall Teape, M.A.,
Discarding

I the struggle against zoar and all despolism

and tervor, to the army that believes malitarisin

il never destroy militarism, that eivil justice
mst finaliy conguer all muthority of man-power
and might, zwoe zwelcome you, Comrade Teape.

e are strange companions but wee live n strange
The
end of Commonzecal may be accomplished i1
beliczer

fight.

days and we are fighting a strange

i
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THE COMMON MAN'’S
DREAM

Rev. H. J, Adlard’s Radio Indictment
;i of Capitalism.

|We have published two portraits of the Rev. H. J.
Adlard hoth taken at Duluth—in these columns,
Also a picture of the First Unitarian Church,
Duluth, of which he was minister for so many years,
The interesting announcements of the many excel-
lent lectures he delivered in Duluth and also in
fsloux City were reproduced—texts and philosophies
in themselves. Finally, we directed attention to
Adlard’s work at Bath. These records and Mr,
Adlard's poems have roused much interest, especi-
ally in the United States. Mr. Adlard used to
coniribute to the columns of ‘' The Labor World,”
Duluth, The present editor of that journal has
typed from its pages for March 18, 1838, an account
of Mr. Adlard’s radio speech attacking Capitalism.
This we reproduce gladly. Comrades should get in
direct touch with ‘' The Labor World,"”” Duluth,,

We would like to sze this lively and interesting

Labour journal commanding a large circulation in
Britain.—Editor.|

REV. HARRY J. ADLARD DECLARES
MACHINE HAS BECOME WORKERS’
TYRANT AND MASTER

PASTOR OF FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH AVERS
SYMPATHY AND JUSTICE. ARE NEEDED TO
PULL AMERICA OUT OF SLUMP, TELLS RADIO
AUDIENCE OF DREAM OF COMMON MAN.

The machines, which in the last analysis mean
power, have been mismanaged. Instead of be-
coming man’s servant, lightening human toil and
giving man increased leisure, they have become
his tyrant and master. de
by Rev. Harry [. Adlard, Pastor of the First
Unitarian church, Tuesday night, March 15,
1938 over the radio, speaking from WERC
broadeasting station under the auspices of the
Federated Trad
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man in the bitterness of his heart is beginning
charged

sympathy and: the denial of justiée

10 wonder if it was all a mistake.” He
that want of
formed the ymic

ent. He defended the unemployment

-ance system of Great Britain, and declared

the workers after all were more interested in

employment insurance. The full text of the
speech follows = : y : :
HUMAN FACTOR FIRST. ,

. Tt is written in a very old and very wise book

that the strong ought to bear the burdens of

the weak. It is one of the oldest unwritten
laws ‘of humanity that the more fortunate shall
help the less fortunate; that wherever there is
power there is also obligation and responsibility
and that in all desperate situations the human
factor comes first. :

The needs of

wring the heart of

Duluth are great enough to
any mah who loves his fellow
‘Happily they are not nearly so bad as
clsewhere, 1 am amazed and gratified at the
fine morale and splendid behaviour of Duluti's
jobless workers. 1t proves that we have sound
material in our midst, and its very soundness
s its own most effective plea that justice be
~ done tho the heavens fall,

' FIRST PRINGIPLES.
at this time of dep

D looking don and

first
Decalogue, the

This charge was made

base of socidl and economic mal-

nemp'_lo‘;fm\em. 1 want us to get back to
mdation principles, principles
as far back as the Hammurabi Code,
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oiu);he great dr
! wling book, Th
v ;m\m“? .
g m._emphm\ the  fact th.\t Am
dream of the Common man.”
When I nse that word © common
f disrespect. © 1 mean - the common pt‘ople

e ;
ho, yeirs ago, sheard ‘gladly the: words of a 7

~carpenter prophet of \"marcth  Shigrer
w1 ;ge teed to think in terms of that dream once
“more. Jefferson first proclaimed it. He dreanied

“of the common man, and whilst our tremendous 7, ..

~ growth and vast industrial complications have

i

p'mﬂuud a country utterly beyond jeﬂ’er\nns
*ﬁ,—.lénﬁcepmm, the dream still holds good.

Andrew Jackson, spite of all his mughneqs,

agam proclaimed the dream.
it in homespun words. Whitman, the first typi-
- cal American poet, sounded it in megaphonc
tones over the housetops of the wmld.”

3 IMPERSONAL FORCES.

Lincoln sounded

who]e thmg 1S n
1nlq111ty : Whar

~ Woodrow Wilson in his inaugural address e

stated it yet again as he saw it
-"Lhe encmachmg ‘menace S
: torces, which thought in

' f

'over the greal and 1ert|le ph s 0 west,

: qcalmﬂ the Rockies, until the last frontier was

1C "ed,i%hb Pacxhc ‘Ocean—through  all the

“struggles, hardships, unthinkable privations,

_wthere loomed this dream—" America and the
common man.”

: : ; INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION.
: "There came the Industrial Revoluti

! med, great cmes arose.
Still tfle dream of the common man persisted.

And what was the dream? What has it ever
been for the millions who have battled *with
nature in order that they might huild a home
and live in happiness and ~:\tcl\ It was the
dream of a fair chance. * Equal nppnrlumt\
for all and special privilege for none.” [t was
“the dream of a just reward for work well done,

It was the dream of a right o work, a right to -

be, 1o live; a full, round life. [t was a plea for
simple, human, inalicnable rights.

My friends, that was, and that is, the dveam of
Anferica.  Through all the corruption, all the
graft, the political trickery, the mammoth mono-
polies, the privileged n.md\m. in spite of them
all, the common man, in some fashion or another,
has held to that dream,

DREAM IN DANGER,

To-day that dream is in (lmgu The com-
mon man in the bitterness of his heart is begin-
ning to wonder if it was all 1 mist: NG ;

The machines, which, in the last an: ysis mean
power, have been mismanaged,  Instead of be-
u)mmu man's servant and hnlmnmu human toil,

giving man increased Iu\nn they haye lmunu
his tyrant and master. llu common man has

been exploited by means of the machinery which
should have increased his happiness and well
being.

We stand aghast to-day at the spectacle of
millions of idle men, millions of idle looms, mil-
lions of wheels not turning,

We stand aghast at the fact that in the most
highly favoured, most richly endowed land,
\\lnrc there has been no ~hml.w( on nature’s
part, that men willing to work, men with fam-
ilies needing the common necessities of life,

with
nature ready to supply them, are barred from
access to the means whereby they can supply
them, ¢

length

1herc 15 no d

mental etaqe :

In England, where T lm\'
first hand, it has
beyond refutation.  In spite of some
Crrors in its A(lmnmlmlum now being corrected,
ion of opinion as to its ne

EMPLOYMENT INSURANCE.
An expert  American sociological friend of |

mine spent some time in I‘ng]and making a close: ¢

suryvey of its workings, He interviewed over

90 employers, representatives of the four main

branches of industry—coal, textiles, ~ metal
workers and \hlppmg~not a single employer
was opposed to if,

Such a plan would not of course help the im-
mediate, pressing situation, The immediate task
is hunmn relief, every job that can he found,
the utmost spen(lmg power on the part of those
who have the power,  And-—still more impor(-

ant than unemployment  insurance s un])lm—
ment insurance.

A \\(ml While these remedial
agencies in Duluth and clsewhere are working
might and main to alleviate present distress, to
find jobs, to restore broken manhood, to feed the

hungry, let us remember that these are palliatives
only,

NO MORE DEPRESSION.
Let us beware of one, great, insidious d
andUiteis this: T.et us nnl
\\lun these times are over,
thank God, now we can go on in our old sweet
wayv.  We can resume onr :'mmu thoughtless,
hit-or-miss w ay of running society. i
To do so would he nothing short of a crime,
Far from that, rather, as millions said when the
last shot of the greal war was fired never ags n,
: .\lr'nl this depression through which we are
l::.u'l}.;lllng muddhing, never .\g.nn' [t need not
! L must not be! Brains and brotherhood
must  join  hands. \\m;nlh\ which the
cement of all society blended with justice, must
plan now, with ounce of human intelli-
genee so that the age- lnn“ dream of America and

1|n-_mnmmn min - may hecome a
reality, :

anger
say to ourselves
“Well, that's over,

l\

every

glorious

been  demonstrated
minor

Ssity:

Mr./Mrs. /Miss

Russian handcuﬁs substituted
Czar Nicholas declares: “He

fellowy, but he is dangerous.  We must keep ﬁ%m
under lncle and key.”

Mam and L1ebknecht ]

discredit, ; :
Bakunin defends the Pans (,omm ne.

writes a  few essays; inspires

influences  Spanish  Socialism or  collec

develops asthma; dies at Berne, July 1, 18
Dreams of Freedom and the \omal Revolu
to the end. :

Guy Aldred tells the story of thiS colossal
h;mc of the revolutionary struggle in his

BAKUNIN. e

Order now.  Special Terms for Quantities.
[Svery Word veader must read '\khcd’ story of
Bakunin. -
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TREAT A FRIEND!

How about a Regular Monthly Personal Greet-
ing throughout the year?

Take out a WORD Postal Subscription and have
it sent to that friend of yours every month.

It will cost 3/-.

Please send The Word for 12 months to:

.‘I(l’({)'l‘.\‘ s




AND WAR

BAPTISTS

Baptist Pacifist Fellowship

The Dapust Pacifist Fellowship is an Assocta
tion of members and  adherents  of - Bapust
Churches, who covenant ogether o renounce
war i all its works and ways: and o do an
in their power 0 make ‘Ef* teaching ot Jesus
effective m all human relations

1932 the Rev. W. H. Haden, M.AL ot

In
Burton-on-Trent
Raptist Minister
unsatisfactory.
Baptist Ministers’
90 members.  Five ‘
by 1935, when membership )
members and adherents of Daptist Churches.
The membership has increased steadily since
then and to-day its adherents number 1,724,

; 1940, the B.PE. achieved a Federal
the Fellowship of Reconciliation.

endeavoured 1o organise A
Peace Movenent. This proved

Two vears late he tounded the
Pacifist Fellowship. 1t had
more ministers had joined
was  opened 1o

In April,
Union with :
Two important points awere

(1) An interchange of membership, i.c., all
B.P.I. members to become members of the
15.0.R. ; all Baptists who were members of the
[£.O.R. to become members of the B.PE,

(2) The Baptist Pacifist Fellowship 1o
* administer its own affairs, appoimnt its own

 officers, committee, and delegates and  deter-
ne and formulate its own policy.
wal finances were merged in the F.O.R.

: ' nes, DD of Wrex-
he DLRE.  Giving

A

uil_our soul n y of
evil ‘that are operating around us.
nd Calvary exposed these in all’ their
ss. Times of persecution are also. times
“revelation. - Sin, vilo and biack, becomes better
known. Truth and “holiness shine forth all the
more when tested in the fires. To-day our B.P.F.
. . History, Science and

of hope. History declares
f wars. ence
-0

R

"~ has a great opportunity. .

Philosophy give no glimmer of he
incessant repetition .o

TIHE WORD

ey L, Wing  Reading),
Rev, D, Gordon Wylie, MoOAL LD (Leeds)

e Hon, Seeretary of the LT s Rev, G
I dovd Phelps, B D021 Cambieidee Drive, Denton,
\‘ \“\‘l\

Members of the LS ave also members ol
the Baptist Union of Great Pritiin and Ireland
Phe veport of the Council of this Union 1o the
Churches  for 1940 contained  the  Tollowing
Important reference o conscicntious ohjectos

Coreue to our Baptist tradition of maintaining

liberty of conssience, the Union has protested against
the penalising of consoientious objectors by businesses
and public authorities which have dismissed them
from their posts, and we are glad that in this we
have the support of the Government. If men have
satisfied tribunals of their sincerity and are com-
petent for their tasks, it is plainly out of harmony
with the will of the country, as expressed in the
provision made for their honesty to be tested, for
olher bodies tc arrogate the right to pass sentence
upon them. We also expressed to the Government
our deep concern when allegations were made of
prutal treatment of cbjectors who maintained their
position even though they were not given exemption
from service, and we have secured the visitation in
prison of some Baptist objectors whose names were
brought to our notice. On the general question of
the treatment of objectors we have received few com-
plaints. The consensus of opinion is that, with few
exceptions, the tribunals try to discharge their diffi-
cult and distastefu! task with care and understand-
ing.- Judges, like the rest of us, are liable to error,
and occasional miscarriages of justice are an inevit-
able part of the cost of having laws at all. The
question must be faced in that wider setting, though
vigilance must, and will be, exercised to cnsure thai
cases are dealt with properly and the scales of judg-
ment held even. It may he well to say here that,
white onc or two letters have been received regretting
that the Union has not given more support to
objectors by pursuing a pacifist policy, several
objectors have themselves written thanking us for
standing by them.'’

Under the heading ** Foundations of Peace)”

¢ the Council’s report states :—

¢The Council welcome a recent letter which has
doserved: and received wide attention, and do so the
more readily ag it crystallises opinion in the shaping
of which during past years Baptists have taken an
active and prominent part. It was signed by the
Mecderator of the Free Church Federal Council as
well as by the Archbishops of canterbury and York
and the Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster. . . .

‘“ The Council accept, as
; ted

,-but would add

—————————————

the writers do, ,the Five
P

PTOtCSt .‘Onef 'sp'ezke'r

e e——

UNITARIANS AND THE
HOLY WAR

By The Rev. Richard Lee, M.A, y

(Minister, New Great Meeting House, Coventry)

'he General ,\\\\‘lnlb"\ ol the Unitarian and
other Liberal Christian bodies is the only religi
ous orsanisation which, by a majority, has passed
a4 resolution in favour ot uncompromising paci-
fitsm This was, however, before this war,
Since the war, 1t has been agreed 1o pass g
resolution expressing no opinion on the wisdom
of this war but laving down pious principles as
to the kind ot peace we desire and the kind of
Society which is to be built after the war is over.
That was to have been the procedure at Oxiord
this year.

But it did not quite happen according to plan,

There was a rather stormy ruffle on the sur-
face and beneath the surface there were distinet
roarings and rumblings.  Though no vote was
taken there was raised the issue, quite clearly,
between those who support this war as an in-
strument of policy and those who think this war,
like the last, is a vain and futile struggle to
achicve noble ends by ignoble means, ;

Three matters of supreme moment came before »
the members at the public and private sessions
of the assembly and instead of a chronological
account of the meetings 1 would like to set down
the conflicting views on these matters, They are:

1. The Holy Innocence of Britain.

2. The Use of Force in War to lay the founda-
tions of the New Jerusalem,

'3, The wisdom of protest against the con-
tinuance of this foul, bloody struggle. i

It was understood that as we all agreed with
the pious abstract aims and principles of the
resolution which embodied the manifesto of the
Archbishops of Canterbury and York, Cardinal

Hinsley and other dignitaries, nothing contro-
versial should be introduced.

The mover of the resolution in his address
irom the chair and the seconder acted far othez-

Wi One speaker spoke of the war as having
its cause in a beer-cellar at Munich. Thi P
questioned whethér the Treaty of Versailles was

10t too lenient for the guilt of the Germans who
made the last war. : : s
As a considerable proportion of the audience
resented this war-manufactured history these
earbled versions were not allowed to pass without
of the pacifist group, :

~ the same theme
off our contemporary i—
Arnold’ K

erify the above.
onscientious objector wa
uﬂv'

gh Poland,

U ' apparently. is
ith the courage of conscientious
v s Conscience a

‘which far exceeded

~among other arguments aroused a violent storm

by pointing out that we were doing the same
things as the Nazis in Bremen, Hamburg and

Jerlin and boasting about it.

We were not such Holy Innocents as the war-

supporters pictured us. When another speaker
~got up to show how the post-war treatment of
. Germany had created Hitlerism, the British
Nazis cried “Vote, Vote, Vote,” and the closure
was applied.

The Rt Hon. H. A. L. Fisher in his History
of Europe summed up the impartial judgment
of history on the Versailles Treaty: © A great
~ opportunity was missed.. The statesmen made a
peace which was no peace. Europe had not been
‘made safe for democracy.”

Even apart from the Versailles Treaty, the
~Black Troops in the Rhine, the re-arming of
' Czecho-Slovakia and Yugo-Slavia with
the aid of France, the failure to disarm by the
' Allies, the scission of Upper Silesia by the clique
of Ntions, had far more to do with the growth
of Hitlerism than what happened in the romantic

beer cellar of Munich. .
Rl THE USE OF FORCE

T was glad that this fundamental issue was
aised in the Conference though it was raised

“an unfair manner with no real opportunity for
iscussion.

“official speaker put it plainly.

force can we put down Hitlerism.
tive assertion  These things shall not
quo non of the positive assertion,

S
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'"*THESE THINGS SHALL BE."

[he speaker went on to say that only by farce

could we dictate the kind of peace we desired
One would have liked five minutds to deal with
the implications of this argument.

Mr. Liddell Hart could have dealt with the
practical military and naval implications of this
policy.

Events will show, as Poland, Norway and
France have already shown, the easy optimisn of
these rose-coloured backers of war as an instru-
ment of policy.

But leaving the concrete consequences alone,
what the speaker calls force is cowardly foul
murder and wanton destruction.

-1 do not meet one person-in fifty who faces
this use of force amid the mangled bodies, the
ruined homes and the shattered churches of
Coventry who believes for @ moment that it can
vield any spiritual result.

IAN MASARYK'S REPLY.
- But a far more effective reply though an un-
conscious one, was given at the Conference hy
Jan Masaryk, the Czecho-Slovak oreign Minis-
_ ter in his Essex Hall Lecture on * The Tmmor-
tal Soul.™ It was not an casy lectare (o follow,
but its main theme was stated quite plainly
* The condition of Europe as a whole was
due 1o the lack of ethical religion. Love was
the supreme thing in the world and we had
despised the principle of love in our economics,
our politics and our religion, 3
'S QL L 5 - .
* Only by a religion of love carried out in
every part of life can we hope for a better
~world.” k

That the cowardly butchery and criminal
estruction which the religious euphemist calls

3 ician ** war,” and the way-
' “instrument
e really

with other

letter ot

e pea L s i |

that new Jerusalem in which both

b L v pacifists and
\« Ver l'”ll!:l”‘ }\Ul'v-\.-

One thinks that war, in spite of all it
will hasten new  Jerusalem,  The other is
convineed that war; and especially this

gt : war, will
TAKe any hetter world a far-off age }«\Il:; dream,

I wonder whether the win dreaming
ci1sts or the peace-loving realists

1
novron
the

romanti
arce rght

THE DUKE OF BEDFORD

The Duke off Bediord contributes o striking
essay 1o the current issue of 7he FHibbert JTowrnal
on the I8B question, under the caption : Do Ve
Live ina Free C ountry? The essay opens in a
manner that the working man would consider
pertinent did he read such quarterlies as The
Hibbert: The Duke states -

“A writer in a Scottish Socialist paper, in a
pertinent if somewhat acid comment on the popular
view that we are ‘‘ fighting for freedom," enquired,
Freedom for whom and to do what? There is more
in the question than meets /tne eye. A British
wnemployed man living in peace time on a scanty
dole may have liberty of speech and liberty of
political association, but how much liberty does he
really possess? How much better off is he than the
German workman in regular employment with whom
a friend of mine attempted to commiserate on the
ground that -he was not allowed to criticise his
Government and had his opinions manufactured for
him by the State?"

The writer proceeds to discuss the conditions
of the I8 prisoners, the circumstances of their
arrest, and the general menace to thought and
social well-being of modern totalitarian war and
the tendency towards totalitarian government.
We hope to reproduce the full essay later.

In a vecent issue of Forward the Duke of
Bedford published a long letter criticising the
capital levy. This letter will be reprinted as
soon as possible.  So will another very long
guestion of peace, from the Duke's

1 - Hayro lazerhiser,

th

 dignity,

ief i ir individual importance, in the sacred-
Jaibelict m e 1 "cach suggestion A

* lnsts, in fear

i, Birmingham, of any 1 1 yunt
~P.11;cés gintolérable to live in; noise-wracked shrieking,

~ that sicken

commerce

Jooting. The very mbling un ; :
and n%sc assailed on every side with sights and_smells
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,1 OUR LETTER-BOX \‘

Dear Sire—=May [ say 1 have enjoyed many of your
addresses al Abertillery in days gone by, and inciden=
I.u!ll\.] last heard you in Hyde Park prior to the War

1AV

enjoyed the copies of the 7ord that | have

recerved-~Yours Sincerely,

Penarth, May 10 = SE

Dear Mr. Aldred,—I send you my sincere thanks for
1-l||:|!~]n_nv such a fine paper; it is a great pity that its
circulation is not many times greater, 1 send you my
very best wishes, and wish YOu every sSuccess in pro'-
moting Socialism —Yours l‘rulvrn:n\\\','

R A, PICKERING

Bryn, near Wigan

l)('.ll" .:\l\AlH‘«l_, I think the Iord is :\‘h()hll(’l)’
“ereat’ in its fearless exposition of Pacifism, and the
defence of Objectors to Militarism,

Would God all Christian ministers would only take

the same stand with regard to the monstrous evil of
war!
I was at Dyce Camp in 1916, —Best wishes, yours,

F, A. GILMORE.

Grays, [ssex, May 2

Dear  Sir=I have bhecome acquainted with your
paper, The ord, with its Socialist slogan: * Liberty,
Equality, Fraternity.” For these three I might substi-
tute the one word-—-Commonweal, for if you stop to
think of the paucity of ordinary intelligence among
the masses, I fear they would not know how to use
this liberty, how to appreciate equality, ner how they
and the more enlightened, cultured and highly evolved
could possibly fraternise. We all know the causes of
war.  We know its devastating effects, yet the masses
can still be conscripted into fighting armies more
terriblé than cver in our history, fichting wars by a
handful of men who know what they want and go all
for it. The notion Power—the power of wealth, of
inherited properties in land and incomes, a handful of
men owning this free England and exploiting its

wealth—and with such gilded ostentation subduing and

oppressing _the crude and dark_eni(li nl_iud's- he

.~ Royalties with oned

£a ~truth, re; a
I;me of a democracy. Hav
or and wherever they are. Think in terms of the
the unbounded strength of each man, woman
and child in the making of a new order. Use this
consciousness as a_power linked up with the power of
the hemispheres, Instil into the minds of your readers

fess of their charge, by the power of
we might build on the stars. My

But while we wallow in petty differences, in selfis!
A of losing a job, so surely will we create

the Mussolini’s with their warring “heilers” out to

smash us up... <

Vhat de of London, of Manchester, of =
A of the cities of this country.

carth trembling under us.

id slums of these cities of _cathedrals.‘and £ross
Sl glumto the utter destruction of the race, for
ch environment spells moral death to a

jon. With the total destruction of those
‘upon such a fabri¢, Hitler has shown th
ower of bluff in his ‘p:opaganda; he la%v‘vsho e
ads of the masses are played upon. These masses
.ady fo receive other impressions.  This.
ss is unfolding. The time is propt
ing of these _emotional
is clear—Yours faithfully,

| up o such dictators and humbugs

“And the children of the poor begat in dark
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THE SCOTTISH SECRETARIAT \‘“.:".'-:l“\;\}‘..{‘:j.\;\;;!r\ \imll}\ ]:fi\i‘.t‘ :\.“\Aln}:‘nl ‘\‘“::( -I»»;) ‘l\;‘lu‘;mu:
THOMAS JOHNSTON'S EVOLUTION davs M. owd Georee ot millions of pound ol

& :llv|\~ im red colours), and handed over thi money,
hacked by the eredit of i State, to the banks upon

(continued from page 116). terms that have never heen disclosed.  But, curiously
enough, the banks soon lending back at interest

[We have hoped to conclude this study in this NS, to the State, the credits which the S e
But the instalment would he too biyg to publish in obligingly found for the 1:‘\|.|‘ : lu.l“ \l}l."‘l" mll i
1 g \ 11 anks, and ) y
one numhber. The essay will conelude in August his *“War Finance and the Worker,” relat .“\‘1“\.\. lm
! i H . NU Hates ho e
l‘.tl.l 15 1 possession ol a circular sent out by the banks
to private individuals, advising them to borrow credits
from the banks at 3 per cent. and lend them to the
Government at 4 per cent
“ Money,” declared the Fiwaucial Neas,
coming nto its own, , , "

were

IV.—“THE HUNS AT HOME."
. In Chapter I. we reproduced Johnston’s 1927
“advertisement of his Tory Profiteers pamphlet.
The readér will recall that this advertisement
refers to his The Huns at Heme pamphlet and
hoasted that 208,000 copies had heen cireu-
Jated. 1t claimed that this pamphlet contri-
huted to the bLabour victories at the General
Blection of 1922, This advertisement dates
“the pamphlet, which bears no year of publica-
- fion on its title page.
- The pamphlet consists of 16 pages, There
are two pages of 10 point and 13 pages of G
Joind. - Roughly, it amounts to about 8,000
ords. Phe extracts date the pamphlet, which
“mow bhelongs to history rather than to propa-
wanda. The data makes very valuahle history
the Speialist standpoint.

*is at last

In March, 1916, the Bank of England was issuing
advertisements in the press as follows :
“1r You Cannor Fiour.”
~ "I you cannot fight, you can hielp your country by
investing all you can in 5 per cent. Lxchequer Bonds,
. Unlike the Soldier, the Investor runs no risk.'

Johnston quotes the leading article from the
Glasgoaa. [erald, for Monday, May 29, 1916,
complaining that war investment was regarded
“not as a patriotic duty, but as a profit-making
meduon; ' MeKenna's statement as to the power
of the banks in the [House of Commons,
Hansard, August 15, 1916; Manchester Guar-
dian's complaint against the bankers, September
9, 1916; Glasgow [Herald, October 4, 1916, on
the investing public; and the Nation, June 1917,
denouncing  war loans and inflation,  These
quotations make amazing reading,

Johnston turns to coal in these terms of anal-
ysis and indictment ;- :

GOAL:: SINGING THE NATIONAL ANTHEM,
THEY RUSHED AT THE NATION'S THROAT.
""Accorj.ding to Mr. Smillie, the coalmasters declared
hat their costs off production had heen raised 50 per
- December, 1914, and February, 1915,
Was no-inerease in wages during that

The 50 per cent increase was bogus, and
erely an exense Lo raise Prices. :
~ Welsh Coal Sharcs haye risen since the outbreak of
war by 00 per cent—(LEdiburgh LEvening News
137871588 s 3 5

The Board of Trade Committee to enquire into the
rise in the cost of coal reported (p. 7, Cd. 7866) that,
whereas the total increase in the cost of production

at most 3s. per ton, the owners

1 raised pric from 7s, ta 11

e page veads as follows -

ry sectionr indicted Capitalism
n be considered to-day:— -

n ):lia\'(‘ no notion of cnmmomycal;
m, since its very: nature is o

\rte i
heir profits.”

——

going to France and Italy; and the South Wales
conlowners insisted on being allowed to charge the
home consumer what they had to be prevented from
charging to the French and Italian importers.” 7',
hillings and sixpence @ ton is 1l per ewt.; con-
amers who burned two ewts, o week had therefore
to find an extra tribute to the coalowners of three.
pence a week, or 135, per annum

In 1916 the United Collieries Coy., Ltd, raised
156,000 tons of coal less than they had raised in 1914,
vet their profits had increased by £206,000

SHIPPING: THE PATRIOTIC SEA PIRATES,

How the shipowners have p!nn}ch-n'(l the public is,
diice Mr, Bonar Law's admission, about. his owny
investments in shipping shares (see Press, 4/7717), g
matter of common notoriety; but the student of
Capitalism knew about it long, long ago. - After five
months of war—in January, 1915-—the Co-operative

News indignantly  referred to the increase m
freightage from the Argentine (11s. 3d. 1o 505, per
ton) thus :—-

The somewhat long excerpt declared that,
since the - British - Navy had - swept - German
shipping off the seas, Dritish shipping eompanies
were able to wring extortionate profits out of
Pritish consumers.  Johnston proceeds to quote
the Jowrnal of Cominerce, November 27, 1914,
the shipowners' journal, which stated precisely :
“German ships being swept off the seas, wwe
have now no seriows competitors in the carrying
trade of the world.”" He quotes the Western
Mail, as stating that new shipping companies
arce being formed, one with ** Lord Khonda, the
Food Controller, at ils head.” The same jour-
nal said : 2l state of war exists, and with it
the chance of enormous. proGts.” .

Johnston collected a vast amount of data show-
ing how the war increased shipping profits,
Space does not permit quotation of these inter-
esting details.  He continued :— :

'l’h‘c Statist gave the net shipping profits for 1915
as 250 millions as against 20 millions in 1913, Even
after deduction of their excess profits tax of 50 per
cent, this was an increase of 343 per cent.  Much
ingennity was shown in the methods by which the
excess profits tax was evaded. One such method

(see London Times, 27/12/13) was ifor shipowners 1o

charter their ships to friends in neutral countries at
very low rates, vielding the shipowner @ nominal
profit of, say, 0 per cent. for the year; he thus

escaped the excess profits tax, and the friend, being -
a nentral and not subject to excess profits tax, made

a fortune; at the end of the year the shi
¢ friend guietly shared the booty,
Short the outbreak

powner

Mail Steamship Company transferred it 1
Japanese flag, and now calls itse.lf the Nippon-Yusen
“Kaisha. For the six months ending 31st March, 1917,
Jit reaped £2,215,524 in profits 35
" The Government sccured 52 interned German ships
from Portugal, but instead of using them to break
shipping ring prices, obligingly handed them over o
~ Messrs. Furness, Withy & Company, the shipowners,
to “manage,” ([lansard, 23/8/16). :
~ Mr, Henry Maclver, chairman of the Liverpool ap.d
North Wales Steamship Company (Liverpool Courier
report, 4/11/16) told his sharcholders, at their annual
meeting, that shipowners could ‘not jusuf,y_the_tr
~ action in taking advantage of thg present position in

IR : ' els o
order to benefit themselves at the country’s expens
. Shipowners a ¢ their own individual
A ¥ - . 3
ef 3 + increased and were

<t of foodstuffs to the

ciglitage “rates have been increased

ciation

Sir John Ellerman, w

“of  ships
more than 1,000

i aderstand now  what the Bntile jtalist
PR , °i\s'e’ x’-lc(fq;‘s to “The Freedom ofth(;‘gus ol
the caption, ** Weevils in the th;,f i

e

cans wh

ext_dealt with the war cornering
) ' bakers a:

~He proceeds to indict the

Dundee "Tvltgra[ili‘moa Post (16/6/17) says—
' more than
“and the entire cost has fallen on the
S I 2 et _‘:.: :.~ A

bed how ,ship~
current war

hefore paying excess profits tax.
hose recre‘:in.ion is looking
investments,” is rapidly acquiring 4 monopoly
pping is left. Already he owns £35,000,000
“aver one-cighth of British liner
~tons—more  than the
entire mercantile marine of laly—

P
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-~ much againg’ (New  Statesman,

- Francis Webster, at the Avbroath €
‘meree, said the American Relief
selling the 4-lb. loal to the Relgian
making a profit of 10 per cent. on the busin
“the same loaf was heing sold in Lon
(cArbroath Guide, 4/11/16.) .

By September, 1915, the Board of ;Frnglc Labour

Gazette was announcing  that the  retail price of

working class food had increased 40 per cent: since
th‘e beginning of the war. By July, 1916, it had

jncreased by 63 per cent. The London Times (14/8/16) -

declared that “ the supply of wheat on passage is
L fairs but the stocks are in spcculnnvc.h:\.nds: & S
The Statist disessed. the “,Lond«.ng‘erleat .(':Qtllt_ﬁl:',"
and asked dispassiondtely whethet  *the chscnt
© withholders of imported wheat™ would J‘gct Home
‘with their 7s. or. 8s. per quarter 1imﬁt,_ or would
-they hold on too long and be *caught with some
" 200,000 quarters” on hand when ghc new »supp_h‘cs
came m; and the Times (17/8/16) said that there were
120,000 _quarters of wheat more-in.-the-country. than
there had been in the spring, yet the loat had risen
to 9. 2 : 3
While British bread was being diluted owing to
flour scarcity, cargoes of wheat were ln;mg' sent to
Sweden (Paily Neios,” 1075/17), and. the Yorkshire
Telegraph  (21/5/17) reported  that \!n‘cc large
icamers with grain from England to Sweden h’atl
gecn torpedoed by the German submarines. Yet
Sweden, they told us, was a pro-German country..

(To be contined.

ISLE OF MAN ACT

The nt’ﬁéinl text of this Act is as follows :—
Isle of Man (lh'h*nlv'qn) Alet, 1941,
4 & 5 Gro. 6 Cin 16,

CHAPTER 16.

An Act to enable persons detained under powers
conferred under the Emergency Powers (De-
fence) Acts, 1939 and 1940, or the Aliens
Restriction Act, 1914 {o be removed to and
detained in the Isle of Man. [10th April 1941].

PREAMBLIL.

of detained persons to Isle of Man.

unt he Emergency Powers (De-
cts 1939 and 1940, or under the Alicns
Restriction Act, 1914, may, in accordance with
directions given by the Secretary of State, be
removed to the Isle of Man and detained, for
the whole or any part of the period for which
the order or direction for his detention remains
in operation, at any place in that Istand, and
while so detained, and while being removed from
the United Kingdom to any such place, or from
any such place to the United Kingdom, shall be
deemed to be in lawful custody.

2. This Act may be cited as the Isle of Man
(Detention) Act, 1941,

““THE NEW LETTRE DE CACHET."”

The Spectator, London, under the heading,
The New Lettre de Cachet, has published some
correspondence on the subject of Isle of Man
Detention clet, which received the roval assent
on April 10,

We reproduce two letters : one from the pen
of Commander Geoffrey Bowles, R.N., which
appeared in our contemporary for March 28
last; and the other from the pen of Captain
Arthur Rogers, O.B15, Hon Sceretary, Liberty
Restoration  League, which was published on

April 11,
Commander Bowles writes :e—

Sir,—Parliament was invented to curb the Execus
tive in defence of Englishmen’s liberties. The right
of trial before prolonged imprisonnient is one of our
most cherished liberties. The guilt or innocence of
suspeoted persons ought to be quickly established
in open court, Exercising its true function in 1679,
Parliament strengthened the Common Law by pass-
Ing the most famous of the four Habeas Corpus Aots
to enforce the right of personal freedom by prevent-
INg prolonged imprisonment without trial. Lord
Clarendon had previously been impeached for sending
Persons in oustody outside England, where they
could not be tried. The 1679 Act forbade English-
men to be sent prisoner to Scotland, Ireland, Jersey
Or any place beyond the seas. It made the commits

- Government, un ret

. passing the two fatal sentences

.25 catherine Place, S.W.1,

', po wers - Bowles is, clearly,

- Parliament .

get rid of persons in
- possibility. of - thei
~ which led .to our Ci
If Parliament still fur bdicates it Y.
of this: Bill, it will
have denied a naiural right of man, older tha
Magna Carta, which did not invent the" t,
only-afiirmed:it, IS it possible. for.ever
.ment to sink so low?—Yours faithfully,

" " GEOFFREY

Captain Arvthur Rogers wrote :— 3
Sir,—In your issue of March 28, Commander :
Geoffrey Bowles’s letter, under ‘the heading *‘‘ihe
‘New Leitre de Cachet,’ criticised the Isle an
(Detention) Bill, which is to reverse the vi
visions of the Habe:

English and Scottish ¢
under the same il

must amount to cutiawr

I have not hezard of any argument for the retention
in full of the *“normal ‘progesses of the courts’’
where suspected traifors or enemy-agents are con-
cerned. All are agreed that the Executive must be
empowered to act promptly in apprehending such
persons. The granting of special powers, however,
calls for scme safeguards against. injustice to loyal
British- subjests, The \igsue raised by Command

whsther the Executive, particu-
larly the unidentifiable denizens of the Home Ofiice,
should be ensouraged to break, or evade, the law.

The original DBefence Regulation 18B authorised
detentions of suspested persons for an unlimited
poriod by order of the Secretary of State ‘“if satis-
fied . . ., {hat it is necessary so ‘to do.” This
Regulation was repudiated by Parliament. The
revised Regulation, now in force, states that ‘‘if
the_ Scoretary of State has reasonable cause to
b;nevo any person to be of hostile origin or associa=
tions or to have been recently concerned in acts pre-

d again a
land was opposed to the second marriage. From
that time on he reserved himself from his fami
and plunged into a variety of intellectual pur-
suits.  During his student days 1

cone . other
which _hasJ fallen rather int
modeérn science maintains that th
must be studied. He also took up the mi
portant study of mycology, or in plain words
the science of fungi. An article contributed o
the Naturalist for June, 1889, enables us to fol-
low his wanderings  through Yorkshire: from
carly November, 1874, to late October, 1888, a
period of fourteen years. Some part of this
judicial to tho public safety or the defence of the PCri0d must have been spent in company with
reaim or in the proparation or instigation of such ['reethinkers, When I staved with him in France
acts and that by roason thereof it is necessary to in 1912, he told me a great deal about the old

exeroise confrol over him, he may make an order [y : S i
4 ree 0O e A oy * i,
PR that he bz dotained,” The Secretary of State, Lk .U‘th. s kl.llLlll ".1 \m‘l\fhln' R %
Lnr"m r,,-,,;; place, must have reasonable cause to [0 his Natwralist article Walter Strickland
elieve certain specifiod facts conaerning the person; makes a list of the funei that he wresented early
8 akes a lis f (i ; v
secondly, he must have reasonable cause to believe in 1839 (o the llrilislr M‘ilscuml Before 1)1‘6—

thm' those !a';!‘s make detention necessary. The ting the ] ) 5 ; T 3
Advisory Committeo sat up by the Regulation does Senting them he went 1|nnu;\~‘h his specimens care-
not merit disoussion. It is in no way a judicial fully and compared them with those to be found
tritunal, and it is admitted that it it l in lassified coll I

itrarily reisoted omitted that its advice has been in the classified collection at the South Kensing-
arbilrarily rojeotod by the Home Secretary in' fifty- ton Natural History Museum. His collection
was made for self- instruction, and consequently

five cases, for reasons unknown.
As the reasonablen i i
asone 6§ of the Home Secretary is contained many extremely common and widelyv
diffused species. It represented a fairly general

not inlalliplo, il_is claimed that the Regulation does
not debar its being called into question in the courts .
nly means of the fubeas copps process; but, as this Scheme of mycology, but also included some rare
rA o 2 4 . T - . -
gcx';'ll;\mlu I;E)O;;‘;vr:r, !r'u./{u-, I can say no more. It is and curious specimens, some of which he felt
« Ve nat ¢ i O s - . .
consiue'rnble i 1cn:']gftai:1it:=1“|aeer7o’r’\ who lacks \yore peculiar to  Yorkshire. At that time,
. : ns p: wbeas whus Fone 5 e " Sy s . £
proceedings In London if he is deminezl ;|,1 th'(; l/slI’(; mycology SREOSTENEEN ed, as S branch of
(,I! Man. It is remarkable, also, that the Bill under natural history. The specimens presented by
Q i AR s A o« N e . . S
:’:;“i};bsllg;: ’I‘I,V«\';nlnt';rﬁ(luccﬂ While Jiabeas corpus and Strickland to the British Museum covered thirty-
aga noedings i ter der fo 3§ i in
Govcrnmc;n snoke‘;m'?n “:fl';‘r}i|1|:.cn((:il;‘(§;ss‘il:)‘|(1’ :)?atlhz R SUE g SR
% SAUSITIAL]y 5 3 » Nete . ANE N P o -
Bill, said: ““ 1t is a constitutional issue about which them he [listed the place “h”.“ he had discovered
the Attorney-General has no very olear or definite (N¢ Specimen and the date of discovery.
views," 2 . gis < :
S, ' the Attorney-General being one of the three We find that during these fourteen
Walter Strickland returned again and
the Pond Wood at Boynton, to the
to the Grove, to the Saw Mill, to the North
Wood, to the Third Ridge, to the Grindale

sponsors of the Rill,
Plantation, to the Meadows and to the Botanical

'll Mr. Garwood
light of the abovg comments he would see that he
Gardens, We discover that he collected
pecullar fungt at the cliff bevond Scawby, the

is, n(z‘(luuht unintentionally, arguing, first, that the
:Tl'nt,‘ s Ju(lg;?‘s are not to be trusted, and, ‘secondly,
1.} nanycloss bureaucrats should be free to break
the law instead of initiating, it need be, a further
1 ’ 3
Meadow between Avton and Scarborough, the
Meadows by the Iisk, the Fir
Plantation between Flo and Seamer.  We
see him exploris Pine stump, above Robin

e

vears
again to

Low Wood,

would re-read his letter in the

‘l’\\i
servant,

ARTHUR ROGERS, above Egton,
kton

38 Bedford Street, W.C.2.

revision of Defence Regulation 188, Your obedient
ng tug L
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Hood's Bay and delving into the fish-ponds at
Hildenley. He finds fungi in the cliffs above
Carnelian Bav, and again at the cliffs at Filey.
Oceasionally he goes into Lincolnshire. and ¢x-
plores the Walcot Hill Top or the Vicarage
Garden at Appleby. These names are mentioned
not in order (o list the places explored hy Sin
Walter Strickland at this period, but to show the
part played in developing his roaming interests
in natural history during this period in York

shire.
His first essay was published during  this
period. [t consists oI notes and observations ot

the forms of sand he observed at Redear during
the vears 1882-3. This essay is a most interest-
ing <tudy in the symmetry of nature. The author
daes not content himself with mere scientific
observation, but plungés into a great deal of
philosophy and writes of the behaviour of the
wind, and the part it plays, with the foree ot
poetry,  When one considers his later folk-lore
transiations and then turns batk to his observa-
tions on the form of sand at Redear one realises
that his carly work contained the promisc of his
_jater ambitions studies in the appreciation of
folk-lore.

HARROW'S ADVENTURERS

Walter Strickland was sent to school at Har-
Cin the same term as R Cunninghame
ham, who died in 1936, During a part of
life Graham was also a poet, a socialist, rebel,
ete. Generally he was a character who

“At Harrow they must have influ-
1914 Cunninghame Graham
¢ and denounced in very
falists with whom he had

apported the war for a short
repented of identifying himseli
horrors. - He never abused, however,
o were opposed to war for the great
aracteristic of his thought during the whole of
his student days and right on to the end of his
ife was a tremendous hatred oi violence and of
“those who engaged in violence. This is made
O 1 = - g LR

~ had very much in common with-

BUDDISM :
THE DUKE’'S STRICTURES

By A. A. MORTON

{ My

torm ol

Morton wrate his defence ol

Buaddhism in i

a letter, but we
publish it as
o

thought 1
Id |

was better to

an essay

I feel T cannot let the Duke of Bedford's
strictures on Buddhism pass without comment.

His (Grace recommends a book by a Christian
]u_‘in.:%l 1o an enquirer as to the rcsl')cui\'u values
of Christian and Buddhist approaches to Truth,
Naturally, the Christian must have a bias in
favour of his own form ot religion, looking
through the Christian spectacles of his father,
his heredity, his church. . The result is inevitable,
and we get a‘repetition of the exoteric explana-
tion of the sublime teaching of Gautama the
Buddha on the ane harsl, and on the other the
old Christian® emphasis on the conception of an
anthropomorphie, extra-cosmic God o whom the
Jazy thinker can turn when he finds the Greek
philosopher's  advice “KNOW  THYSELF "
puts too hard a task before him,

Does not mueh of the controversy turn on the
interpretation of such words as * God ™ and
“desire” .2 If a man cannot interpret (o hin-
self the thing that is his SELI, how can he begin
to approach the wider conception of an imper-
sonal Deity, of the Law and Order that rule
the Universe? May [ paraphrase a text from |
John 1V, 20 and say, “ [ a man say [ know God

~ and hateth his brother, he is a liar; for he that

knoweth not his brother whom he hath seen,
how can he know “God” whom he hath not
seen? : ;

Again, Buddhism puts against * desire,”
“* aspiration,” a higher power of the same energy
directing the WILL to search for that Know-
ledge which is his birthright, * the knowledge of
“his own identity and destiny,” an inherent power
i n iy'ul ch \'lcdj

s the most satisfying
ul who fails in
¢ book, “ The
recepts put

en then he does not
slew in the last
life in the next birth
t truly * cach failure

not

in the Fast,

setting up  the

WTONE Cause eging injury to
himselt

is injury to his brother, a part of the
ALL and hence a part of himsclf,

~And the goal? How put into words a magni-
ficence heyond apprehension by the head though
the true fieart of man may have perfect vision,
What power has a drop of water determined to
maintain its spherical identity compared with the
same drop united with its fellows in the crush-
ing immensity of an ocean wave?  The egotistic
drop will start a long period of disintegration
before it again gets a chance to augment the
sumn of divine-human power, for, ** he who would
save his life shall Jose it"" a truly occult saying.
Fhe immediate goal i3 theretore work for
Brotherhood. * Live the life and ye shall know
oi the doctrine "—the life of personal service.

New and Revised Edition.

Ready Next Month.
RICHARD CARLILE, Agitator
(1790-1843)

HIS LIFE AND TIMES,
By
GUY A, ALDRED.

“As the worth of a man, so the worth of his trade,
or vice versi . As the worth of his trade, so the worth
of the man~ Diderot.

“Who is the more honoyred to-iday, Socrates or the
magistrate who made him drink the hemlock."—Ihid.

“Ju candour, in independency of judgment, in perfect -

moral fcarlessness of character, Carlile cannot be
paralleled among the public men of his time"—George
Jacob Holyoalke. o
Richard Carlile was the greatest public man
of his time. No contemporary cequalled him in
courage, public affection, and libertarian impulse.
Posterity will rank his fame higher than that of
Thomas Paine even, no less for the part he
played in the emancipation of the English Press

and the enlightenment of the proletariat, than for

his personal firmness of character. The present
record is not merely an essay oi historical
interest, not a dead monument, but a live propa-
gandist study. It is full of the eternal spirit of
, the fire of freedom and defiance. Carli
isdom—avith its caustig eritici

d published Hhis
Tt was published

“ i
serially in the _ . .
- Revised and published in the Herald of Revolt

in 1911, it appeared in pamphlet form: the
following year. Under the title: Richard
Carlile © His Battle for the Free Press, it ran
into 40 pages of close print and was published at
one penny. The author also edited and compiled
from The Republican, etc., a_collection of
Richard Carlile’s Jail Jottings.
paged pamphlet, produced on good paper, and
published also at one penny. These two
pamphlets had a largé circulation, The = life ™
was barmed from being sold in London in the
1.C.C. parks.  No reason was given. - Jail
Jottings was not banned. These two pamphlets

columns of the Agnostic Jowrnal.

This was a 48-

i
41

gave the reader an insight into the work done by

this greatly neglected champion of liberty. -

860

A condensed but clear

berty for some of the best years of his life for
8 whatever, hi wictions being

*

The Truthsecker, New York, for july 19,

> 1913, devoted over two columns to a review of

o Jail Tottings. We excerpt the following :—
oon r account is given of the
~ suocession of mock trials by which Carlile was robbed




new study of Carlile’s *lite ™ in the Freethinker,

This study and the previous 1912 biography were
combined and issued in book form during the
same year. It embodied the reports of the
“moek trials,” as Carlile termed his prosecutions,
previously prefaced o Jail Jottings.  The con-
tents of this bhiography were as follows -
Dedication; Foreword; The Carlile Family; Early
Years; An Epech of Cant and Terror; Legal Bio-
graphy; Earning a Judgeship; Carlile Turns Pub-
lisher; lron Purpose and Espionage; Peterloo; Mock
Justice; Judge and Prisoner; Carlile’s Speech from
the Dock; Verdict and Sentence; Christian Judges;
Pious Polemics; Principles and _Polltios; Mental
Evolution; Karl Sandt; Thomas Paine; The Instruc-
tion of Youth; Jail Wisdom; Struggle; Anti-
Militarist Publisher; Exposing Freemasonry; With
Robert Taylor; Further Trials and ln_1prlsonment:
Eliza Sharples; ** The Christian Warrior ''; Death
and After; Epilogue; Appendices; Notes. 180 pp.

This work was not ounly a record of the
struggle for the Free Press hetween 1790 and

1343, It related the cconomic struggle of the
working class, the rise of corrupt judges and
landed- tamilies, and traced the interests behind
reaction. It was plainly written, and rveplete
with valuable propaganda facts. From the
peviews of the time, we make some extracts i~

The Literary Guide said-

' A valiant fighter for free speech. . . . In this

well-got-up and cheap volume our readers will find

a fund of ill-arranged information concerning one of
the bravest fighters in the ranks of heresy. Carlile
justly takes high rank among the author's heroes,
and he pays him unstinted tribute. With a candour
which is commendable, Mr. Aldred mentions in his
Preface that the publication of the work was declined
by the R.P.A.—for reasons which will be obvious to
every reader."

The reasons are more obvious to-day, in view
of the speeches made in the House of lords,
and the House of Commons, respectively, by the
leaders of the R.I’.A.

The Freethinker said :—

“*Those who read Mr. Guy Aldred’s articles on
Richard Carlile which ran through these columns,
will be pleased to know that Mr. Aldrcd has very
much enlarged these and has just publishéd a bio-
graphical study of the great reformer. The volume
extends now tc 192 pages, and is being sold at 1s. 4.
in paper covers, and 2s. 6d. in cloth. 1t is well {hat

the present generation should know somathing of one
of the most heroic figures in the history of Frez-
ihcught, and in this work BMr. Aldred has judged
well in his sketch of the environment in which Car-

is written olearly and without ostentation, and" we

wish it every success. . . . Freethinkers will appreci-
ate tho portraits of Carlile and Rohert Tayloy (the
Devil's Chaplain) which the book contains.”’

George Lansbury, with all his faalts, a man
of mstinetive kindnes towards the strugeles for
liberty, wrote in the Daily Herald

** Guy Aldred, in ‘ Richard Carlile' has given us
the life-story of a man whose one crime appears to
have been that he loved freedom of thought and
freedom of expression above everything else in the
world. Again and again he suffered imprisonment,
always for some offence against idiotic laws based
on the belief that religion would be destroyed if any
of its doctrines were challenged. 8 have not even
yet fully emancipated ourselves from this folly. Guy
Aldred himself has been in prison many times because
of his championship of freedom of speech and free-
dom of the press. It is this fact which makes his
I!la of Richard Carlile (a publisher and writer who
Ilvedv from 1790 to 1843) so sympathetic and worth
reading. He writes not only as a lover of freedom,
but as one who himself has been willing to follow,
at whatever the cost, in the footsteps of his feacher,
All Christians should read this book and learn from
the story of Carlile's life and sufferings what
Christians should not do in order to defend their
creed. All politicians should also read it because we
also are very apt to think that all truth and learn-
ing resides with us, and that cur actions and motives
should be accepted without question. . . . Richard
Carlile lived his life in his own way, followed the
light of his own conscience to the end. Such a man
we can and do respect, however much the light of
our own conscience leads us to disagree with him as
to what is truth ., . amongst the clever and intef-
lectual, and amongst those who have no book learn-

ing at all, there are to be found those who are

great and who are worth remembering not for what
they have written or said, but for what they have
done, and amongst those are these two very dis-
similar men, so far as creeds are concerned Richard
Carlile and Pastor John S8mith.''
The

Socialist, Cillasgo o1
Labour

Party, treated the ork to a I
We quote following pa
'“Guy A. Aldred has done well in

Iife and times of Richard Carlile,

woll got up., The opening passages,

Il Is allowed to speak for himself

eview 11
reviey hie \(r¢

esting and inspiring, setting
the spirit of the agitator Carlile, whe
to as his master in the struggle towards
without superstition and society without m
The period in which Carlile lived, the'mn} an
which~ then prevailed, is portrayed vividly i
reproduction of passages from the examinati
cross-examinations of witnesses at a prosecution o
dissenting minister. Aldred no doubt had his mind
set on the similarity of the methods of the
tion of those days and those that exist to-day,
ticularly in relation to his own experiences in the
Dock. Just to give the reader a taste of the many
interesting episodes in the book, the following is
quoted from some cross-examining. . . . From the
beginning to the end it is thrilling. It gives an
agitator's spirit, philosophy, persecution and achieve-
ment on behaif of the commion people. To read of
Carlite is to read of siruggle. What better book
can you read to instil within you that fighting spirit
that the Revolution calls from you.' { 2

The Daily FE
carried the story
woman conscientio
Marchant, :
cditions of the D¢
varied slightly.
Miss Kick. These vary a
to loan usthe blocks o
charging the usual copyri :
was turned down, apparently on th nd
to publish.a portrait of Miss Kiek m the
columns would affect the course of ;

The Salisbury  Tines, a  well-known !ocle
paper, founded in 1860 and still going strong,
published the following notice of the hook (==

‘“ An interesting peep into the social life of this
country a hundred years ago is given in a book
whioh has just been issued entitled * Richard Carlile.'
It deals extensively with the career of that extra-
crdinary but little-known character, who, in defiance
of the law, insisted on publishing Thomas Paine's
‘ Age of Reascn.’ . . . Carlile was the son of an (ome suych nonsensc.. sy
Ashburton cobbler but became a leading figure in A e
the fight for freedontlhof thoutght ‘which ?ocurredﬂa‘lt Miss Kiek’s aftitude is describ
the beginning of e nineteenth century. e Fpac o - v SRS
author of this biography, Mr. Guy A. ‘Aldred, has a !cmpfnar_\ _5 special Lqr‘r.csp,on. 34
great admiration for the defiance of the policy of ing study:-— = e i
official repression which was displayed. . . . Another . The first woman conscientious obje
consequence of Carlile’s courage was the abolition of Daphne Kiek, aged 21, who comes fron
the stamping of newspapers. . . . This is only a little s a shorthar;d typist' efficient 3
book, but it will bring the curious into the company will not register und"er' the
of a number of very outstanding characters in very L

. tempestuous times. To their boldness and pertin-
acity, whatever one may think of the views expressed,
the freedom of the Press of fo-day is largely due."

Conumon  Cause, Sydney, N.S.W., Australia,
reviewed the book and emphasised the social
aspects of the struggle, as follows :— JERS

' Among the publications recently received in this ~  She is living in the midu
office is G. A. Aldred’s * Richard Carlile.’” This was in London, but remains
a very remarkable man born towards the end of the

eightcenth century, who endured much persecution

hecause of his championship of opinions on political a negotiated peace with Hitler. . . .»

lile moved and against which he reacted. The bogk

setting out the
The book is very
In which Ccar-
y are most inter-

and theological matters that were not liked by the

powers that were. A parficularly notable thing in
Aldred’s biography . . . is what is said therein about
ihe ferocity of the criminal law. The ruling class at
that time had great contempt for what is called (in
the viords of Edmund Burke) ' the swinish multi-

~tude,” and consequently, men, women—and even
children—were ‘strung up’ for quite petty offences.

i*i'city 1805 {c 1818 inclusive, seventeen persons were
hanged for ' petty larceny," which means the stealing
of a sum under £40. For robbery from the person,
188 were hanged; for horse-stealing, 85; for sheep-
sgeaung, 43; and for burgiary, 199. The special con-
sideration that was given to the money-power is,
however, indicated by the fact that more persons
(207) were hanged for forgery than for murder or
any other felony. Out of the unfortunate 207 persons
hanged, 176 were victims of bank prosecutions.
These hangings were ‘ the direct consequence of the
introducfion of paper oredit,’ . From 1797 to
1818, no fewer than 813 persons were hanged for
uttering or possessing forged notes on the Bank of
England. This was during the suspension of cash
payments, which enabled a profit of £29,280,626 to be
made on the 1787 capital of £11,642,000. The Birtish
ruling class greatly inoreased its wealth by its con-
trol of the Bank, but its money was obtained by the
callous taking of the lives of the unfortunate crea-
tures whom it * strung up’ or ‘ turned off ' (to quote

t[li:aphr)znrtlesﬁ; terms that were commonly used at that
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"1 asked her yesterd:

“There are no tribunals for women, but they 'ha
the right of appeal to a hardship committee which
will respest objecticn as a reason for application. -

Miss Kiek has offered herself as the first test case
for a woman conscientious objeo_tqr. =
her ye y if she would refus
down letters which would direct emergency ser;v‘
“into a blitzed town. e 7
“ certainly,'” was her reply. ‘I woull f: pe
anything which supported an organisatio
prolongs this war.” Y ? O St

| asked if she would help the injured in a bombed
building. ; F s

She said: ‘' Yes, if I were a civilian.. But I feel
A.R.P. and nursing are part of the whola organi-
sation for war. 4 ’ :

‘“1 would not deliberately train as a nurse'o} a
warden. | could not take on a uniform job of any
sort or any first aid.""

Miss Kiek is not in the least affeoted by any of
the raids she has been through, and when | asked
her: ‘* Would you be prepared to accept a victory
by Hitler?'" she answered:—

‘““1 do not believe that a victory on either side
will solve any problem at all.”

When | asked her if she would go in a munition
factory she was most emphatic with her *‘ No."'

She said that these were the instruments of des-
truction which ‘* to my mind would cause similar
horrors to that whioh Britain is now experiencing.'”

On the question of defending our homes or work-
ing to defend them she said that she could not
possibly undertake any work of that nature.

‘““It would be active participation in the war,’”
she said. s

So Miss Kiek went on with her typing in a room
that has already had its windows blown out.

She insists that she can take no part in any of
the women's organisations, ‘“ Even going on the
land would be subsoribing to the war effort.””
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UNITED SOCIALIST MOVEMENT.

\ statement of the Socialist and Pacifist prin-.

ciples of thi
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form Post Free, 1d stamp 100 (l)pi(‘.\, 6d.,

Comrades are invited to ! me national

e

1 local groups
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from page 110).
of the great per
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ot i k@bnglnded
1t reminds me of a story

a certain Labour Member should be elected to
- the magistracy,

b biased in favour of the proletariut. It was

Member, knowing that there had heen this
criticism,

would pass a sentence of G0 days
where another magistrate would have given
only 30 days—in J !
from the ruling classes that he was hiased in
his attitude. 'This Bill is heing presented by
a Government of Tories and National Liberals
and Labour Members—if there is any differ-
ence hetween them. Some of the Tories have
corved in the war, and here [ would pay my
~trik to every man, whether he, is in C!\'{l
Defence or National Defence, who is fighting
for the things in which he believes. But how
many Labour M.P.’s have fought on the hattle-
field? How many trade union leaders? The
first thing that was done was to get the Min-
. istry of Labour to reduce the ages in certain
reserved occupations from 30 to 25, so ‘thnt
every clerk in theiv offices should he in a
" reserved occupation. 1 was for the proletariat
rank and file to die in defence of the freedom
that they had decided they wanted to preserve.
Phe average Labour Member of Parliament
who is within the age is not preparved to serve,
“and vet is prepared to sit silent and not even
“defend the vights of individuals under this
Bill. One would expect some generosity to
come from them: but no, they are caught up
in the trap completely, and they go on and
_penalise these othér men.

Before I“{.iuish' let me give an example of a

conscientio

said that I would
~ gite him information, but | would not give
~ him any advice. On all occasions | have said
to conscientious objectors, ** You must make
up your -own winds: decide vour conrse of
action for vourself: 1 am not going to advise
vou one way or the other.”  After a {ime he
wrote to me.  He said that I should he amazed
to see where the letter came from, It eame
from a military harracks. In it he said, ** You
know, McGovern, I am afraid you will think
I have let vou down tremendously, but I found
that my whole social environment-—in y
home, in the district, amongst my companions
—was s0 overwhelmingly anti-conscientious
objector that I waz compelled {o sueenmh, |
1 had not the courage to he a con-
seientious objector, only sufficicnt courage to
be a soldier.”™  That was the confession of one

min.

ll(‘l'l'rﬁ\'ill‘_\'

5 There is a large number of people in this
country who take the view that conscientious
objectors are cowards, simply people who are
evading service,  ‘They are wrong in that.
There may be some people who only tey {o
evade service and are not against uﬂ"vring up
other lives. I would say to this House and to
Labour Members in the Government that the
i1 conduct of the Seeretary of State for Scotland,

the Minister of Home Security and the Hon,

Member for Shiplev—that thev take this view

that they are cowards hecause they wish

4 1o
change the attitude ol people like these,

In

o one war they are absolutely against the war

it and then in the present war, when they are
over military age, they are backing the war

" and inviting repression of conscientions ohjec

. Yo \ av $5 Ta 3

b m,,,. People say, [s it not true that this

Y conscientions objection  business . only g
% DR n »

L ramp ? Fhey are encouraged fo helioyo if i il

- racket becanse of these people who have heen

i active 1 opposing  war when they woere of

! military age and are backing war when thes

By

-~

"

L

turbation which arose in one area over whether
hecaunse it was feared he would
s

 decided to chance it, however, and this Labour.

order fo avoid any criticism g

men and®women:

thougl
to Spa
Spanish Civil W
cause he sai
ernment weve rvigh
was on his paper. |
never stated, that

ish people.  All that ¢

Spanish people had the right by

Vils
mtern

law to purchase arms for theiv own defence, it

they wanted to. [ opposed intervention,
his opposition was {he same. (I '

1 do not object to the how..
(Mr. Noel-Baker) believing th
oughly proper struggle and that
take a rifle and go out fo defend

of this country. Gl SO e

I have never ohjected to Labour Members

joining the Army, but [ have said that they

shelter themselyes behind the fact that they
ave Members of Parvliament. They were pre-
pared to declare war and encourage the young

people to go out to fight in order to keep them

and their Parliamentary governm
One ol the great arguments against I
that he has oppressed trade i

privileged position in t
lieved that, I ought to
myself. Let us put an 12
hy people who are persccuting the conscientions
objectors and by some of these people who are
so veesatile that they can change (rom one
position to another i a very short space of
time. There is the Noble Lady who is sitting
there. (Interruption), I am sorey. I made a
mistake when I said ** Noble Lady.'t 1 was
thinking vather of what she imagines than of
what she One would expeet people like
her, according to hor professions of a few years
ago. to defend the rights of consciontious oh-
Jeetors of the preseut time,  One would have
expected her to oppoge the Bill, hecause she
has professed to stand for [reedom, especially
when she was a memboer the Comuunist
party,

18,

ol

The Joint Parliamentary Secretary to the
Ministry of Home Security (Miss Wilkinscn):
For five years 1 fought against the Nazis while
you people fried to excuse them. Why should
I not fight against them now ? :

‘Mr. McGovern: Why are vou nof
WAL ALRRS P f

Miss Wilkinson: [ 4, doing my

Mr. Mc.C.overn: It is a damned good joh,
! can quite understand, when people ¢limh
into that kind of job at £30 or £40 g week
that lhv_\. can ask the ordinary soldier to li:h{
.'nlul l|(1‘||ll.* Job for 25, a dav. That is the kind
of sacrifice we are gefting,

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: ‘'l Hon., Member

gething very near to personalities,

in the

job here,

i

Mr. McCGovern: Yos, |y I musf CXpress
myself, It is very difficult for anybody in my
position to keep from personalities The
Labouwr movement has heen huilt up on .xw»m'
alities, ; ;

nition
seeks
opinion.

industrial dragooning has tak
{his country against the workers an
every person with principle and inde

Mr. Silkin (Peckham): We have just
listened to a speech which was interesting..
abusive, irvelevant and muddleheaded. The
hon. Gentleman has taken advantage of the
Privilege which this House offers of making
slanderous statements which I am certain he
would not dave*to make outside this House.

Mr. McGovern: | will make them in any
part of the country you like, and I have made
them outside. I will go further than that.

Mr. Silkin: [t is obvious that the hon.
Member has not read the Bill and does not
know what is in it.

Mr. McGovern: 1 have read the Bill. As a
matter of fact, not only have | read the Bill.
but last night I went through it very thor-
oughly indeed.  There was scarcely a comma
that | did not look at. :

Mr. Silkin: If the hon. Member has read
the Bill, he has not understood it.

Mr. McGovern: Oh, ves [ have.
not et away with that cheap stuff,

Mr. Silkin: The hon. Member cannot
possibly have a grievance about the Bill, which
improves the position of the conscientious ob-
jector and does not take awav anv of his
privileges. 1f the hon. Member has a ariev-
ance, it may be against the orviginal National
Nervice (Armed Forces) Act, but the Bill sets
right many grievances. The hon. Member
made a speech which was irrelevant, and I do
not feel moved to take up any of the points
which he made: but T think it worth while to
say one thing.

Mr. McGovern: Yes, vou have to defend vour

You can-
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Ir. Silkin: 1 would like the hon. Member
to sav  whether he would have the House

hat he las @ conscientions objection to he
taken as such, werely on his own word.

~ Mr. McCovern: The test of conseience must

always be the personal evidence of the iudi-
vidual. The couscientious objector is compelled
in many cases to supply evidence to the
tribunal, and in spite of the overwhelming
character of the evidence, prejudiced people
refuse to accept it. I am defending these men,

~ who are genuine conscientious objectors.

Mr. Silkin: The reply of the hon. Member
is quite of the order of his speech. He did not

 give a categorical answer whether he would

have the bare statement of the conscientious
ohjector acceptéd without any question.

Mr. McGovern: Yes.
Mr. Silkin: If he would have it so—

Mr. McCGovern: Just as in the case of the
Minister for Home Security during the last war.

PACIFISM NOT IRRELEVANT

By The DUKE OF BEDFORD

[The following essay is a review of a small pamphlet
by Mr. Alexander Miller, entitled The Irrelevance of
Pure Puacifism. The editor will give his opinion of
this pamphlet in a later issue. It is published by

P Wilson, 33 Townsend Drive, St. Albans, I{Crlr.—'E\I.l

Mr. Miller's criticism of the Peace Movement
and discontent with what he feels to be its in-
effectiveness and lack of policy—an ineffective-
ness and lack of policy which he feels ean only
be remedied by peace-workers identifying them-
selves with Socialism—is somewhat in the nature
of a curate’s egg.

No doubt the peace movement would have
accomplished more in the past and would be more
effective at the present time if it wer¢ more
united on a definite constructive programme. Mr.
Miller, as already indicated, feels that this pro-
gramme should be Socialism. | feel
shoul: [ gﬁoy bg,m Tary -

atisfy Miller’s definition of * Socia!
but which must anyhow achicve those
ideals of justice which are the goal of Social-
ism.  Of the fundamental importance of the

reform of the monetary and foreign trade sys-

tem as a condition of peace and justice, Mr.
Miller, like many pacifists and non-pacifists,
Socialists and non-Socialists, appears to have
little comprehension and, in so far as this is so,
he, when attacking pacifists for their lack of a
constructive programme, is a pot calling the
kettle black. He also, 1 think, underestimates
the value of the work and co-operation of those
who can travel no further along the same path
than in their common opposition to war, War,
e, armed conflict, is not a mere unimportant
sideline in the general conflict between good and
evil, justice and injustice. It is a manifestation
of evil of peculiar malignancy, power and des
tructiveness, we can see all too plainiy
especially if we chance to live in hombed arcas:
and those who are united only in their opposition
to war are not united on a merely negative hasis,
but in an active crusade to check or prevent a
very definite and terrible evil.

Mr. Miller is, I think, also mistaken in assum-
ing too readily that every pacifist, to be useful
and worthy of the name, must have a definite
political. policy allied to his pacifism. Although
I myself have such a policy and believe in having
one, I realise that great respect is due to 1].(‘«
work of those pacifists who' take little interest in
politics as the term is generally understood and
who place their opposition to ‘war on a purely
spirijual and religious basis, regarding armed
conflict as disobedience to God and an act of
criminal injustice done to man.

L think that lack of a definitely constructive
programme is, perhaps, more damaging 1o the
ctheiency of the peace movement in of
peace than in time of war because,

as

0
time
when war is

believe that he wants everybody who alleges p

- people at the outbreak of the

imagination and ity f
which is so characteristic of the
British politician and the British w
His emotions are so outraged by t
in the German system that he cannot |
where honour is due and recognise th ]
cannot really put himself in another s place
realise how the sufferings of the post
many have given birth to elements of tyrai
cruelty in a manner characteristic of n
countries where the same conditions are
and most of all he cannot distinguish b
sympathising zvith wrong behaviour, and a broad-
minded understanding of human nature which, $&¢
while deeply grieved by an eyil, is not shocked
by it, because it realises how natural it is for the
frailty of man to produce such results,
Mr, Miller has evidently obtained his informa- ™~ =
tion of . European events from the time of
Munich to the outbreak of the war from news-
paper sources and has little conception of what
was really going on behind the scenes, He does
not realise that true appeasement means sSome-
thing more than grudgingly and grumblingly
giving way when an opponent demands, with a
threat of force, what justice should long ago .
have granted. He does not realise how miich
evidence there is that Chamberlain mer
to Munich to gain time for the spee
the rearmament programme, giving Hitl
reaspn to accuse him of bad faith when h
mised to settle further problems peaceful
the method of negotiati a blunder none the
less fatal even if Hitler himself were not sincere.
Mr. Miller has also obviously failed to Tealise
how weak was the case for the Polish war and
how reasonable were the terms first offered by
Hitler in the previous March, terms which our
alliance encouraged the Poles 1o - continue to
(5

in March, 1940. S
Summoned at Exeter Police Court, on
8, for having failed to perform fire-watching
duties at his place of work on April 24th,
Randall pleaded not guilty, and held that the
XCmptio by the I'r 1

Lo VI

5 ic opinio all T
, I reme
a very general feeling that Poland was not an
adequate reason.  The Polish alliance, mores
over, was arranged, without consulting the
nation, at a small week-end meeting of Cabinet
Ministers. The Polish war, again decided upon
without consulting the nation, was the result of
the decision of the House of Commons, and pub-
lic opinion in support of the war, in so far as it
existed, was manufactured by the incessant
propaganda of many of the leading newspapers,
Lo this also may be attributed the popular fear
based, incidentally, on no reasonable foundation

that a negotiated peace must be the equivalent
to “ having Hitler over here,”

In his opposition to a negotiated peace, Mr,
.\l_lllcr again shows little imagination, little grasp
of human nature and, one might add, little
awareness of the hard aud obvious facts of the
present situation,
not upon

liable to a he ) '
‘informed that the penalty would be
a week, and that the only ground ,
exemption could be obtained from fire-watch
were those of hardship or physical unfitness.
The Chairman of the Bench, AL G. G
said to Randall :— € e
‘“In the meantime I strongly warn you to seek
some advice.” gD R
We hold that the Chairman is in error and
the Court’s decision is wrong., Fire-watching is
part and parcel of military defence. 1f'a man
has received unconditional exemption, and is
opposed to fire-watching, he has no right to be
menaced and threatened in this way. It was
the first case of its kind to come before the
! local Court. It is the duly of the Ministry of
A lasting peace will depend, Labour, and of the Ministey for Home Security,
1 the men who sign it, nor upon the to see that it is the last case of its kind to come
n;.nur}- of the Lm\“m‘n!nml.\ i power in ('.vrm:m_v bhefore any Court.
‘i,tl~ 11‘13511:1){'\':1“!4'\.: it \\'I:l depend on the justice of  The Acting Chief Constable (A. E. Rowsell)
R l;m“(.il‘,“ UINH;I,:\- ¢ '€ tairness and generosity  stated that, when informed of the duties required
ThitATe £ \\l'lr tl v .n;m the war is over., [y of him, d.ctvndn’m sent a registered letter to one
e Il ’1.1 ]\ m\t'n‘ld‘ be, whatever the of his director’s, declaring that he wished to
el l«-‘rr‘ihl:- Ib\-l, t u-»]. azt leaders, they will, draw the firm’s attention to the fact that he was
countries have rw:-i\“-”; which the peoples of all granted total exemption from military, non-
of modern warfare B '.” the destructive power \‘f»H\h;\}:\ﬂl. and cl}'}l (Icl.cncc duties for thc_dura—
popilas \“I'I'““l I;ur x I“t ;(I.‘ able to secure tion of the war, Ihcrct()}'c, the letter continued,
S R ‘hi-\\nfl e war on a weak and  he would not be on call for fire-watching duties
e, ~l.mu- re on '.\]vrxl 24th or at any other time.
also because, unlike LAY Randall’s letter concluded :—
) K Will you, therefore. erase my name from the
moment, Hitler has rota on which you have put my name without my

be

ason—the destruc
popularity of war and
ourselves at the present
an ¢conomice policy capable

of gaining prosperity S consent or consultation?'*
|‘(‘|‘U\].Hil\'hl~(vl] 1,;,1,:\1.[]1,‘\ mmll his country "‘“‘l Robert J. Barton, director of Messrs. Colson’s,
me of peace—there s 1 : . PRI i S

15 pood reg A X Ltd , said Randall flatly refuse ) ) >=wailch-
g CRSOn to- believe  that he swould be g b ‘ y refused to do fire watch

willing to make very considerable concess; 3 mg because he had a conscientious objector to

\ LdbDie concessions n S o 1o ' K

the way of restoration of liheete o s ! performing the duty

, i / noerty to u\llt|1xr!ml Inspector ) . . >

countries in- return  for an nspector Reeve, who interviewed Randall,

opportunity  of id de : . ! i i
Pl ) siid defendant replied that he did not tHink the




€O
‘Randall also said that he had
objection to fire-watching on
- grounds as it was part of the war.

to the M.’!gl\thl\ca Clerk (I mnies

Randall said his interpretation of

as purely personal.

nee, Randall contended that fire-

s in integral part of home defence.

not break the law if you arc above the
asserted. ** The cxunptmn gmmte(l by

agxstrates Clerl\ remmde(l 1 amhll
exemption was granted by a Tr ibunal
 under the Armed Forces Act .\ngl. that

is also a solicitor, and did not want the
used to forget that most important fact of-
as), told- Randall that the only two grounds
hich he could claim exemption from fire-
chmv were tho:c of pu‘emml hardship and

.Randa]l. (htagrec
The Magistrates” Clerk @ Your large experience
~as a window dresser of 21 yeavs. old hardly
~entitles you to disagree with the interpretation
“of the law given by “the Magistrate concerned.
The Actmfr Chief Constable asked Randall
what his position would be if the Court held
that his interpretation of the law was wrong.
- What would be his reaction when next Ld”((l
upon for fire-watching?

“Randall : T shall still refuse. to perform this
“duty. [ am prepared to put the matter hefore
~any authority and haye it thrashed out one way
. or the other.

“Fhe Chairman (Mr. A. G, Guest) said the
l'fench found the case proved, but they would
_ defer their announcement of penalty for a week.
In the meantime he strongly adyised Randall to
- ohtain some advxce on thc subject.

h:ss well informed cnnccrmncr 1he meanings of
the layw than window-dressers?  We could Tist

many learned decisions that rank as distatsteful
noensense that wise men wish to Iur!.{c Yet
their authors received huge incomes from  the
State, and paraded in pomp and ceremony at the

expense of unlearned victims far wiser than
their judges.  The bumptious country Michel-
mores  should know  that many laymen  are

jurists where most solicitors remain but lawyers,

Strike them off the rolls, take away their state
trade union licence,  and theyd express  their
personalities as hegging clerks or letter-writers,
Solicitors usually are to law and jurisprudence
\\h.!l schoolmasters  and pedants are to the
l._uu,u(\gv, and to literature :  authorised  and
licensed  obstructionists and  formal cnemies.

There are exceptions: but they do not address
the lay youth in the impertinent terms of power
meln\ul by Mr. \lnlulmnu and his friend, the
Magistrates’ Clerk, in this case.

The case came l»\lnn the Court again
sPhursday, May 15. The Chairman (Mr,

T. Michclmore) \\ as accompanied on the

on
Henry
Benel

bye M essrs: AL G, Guest and Jo W Tallman.

. The acting Chief  Constable (5% I AR
l\f)\\‘.\('ll) said he had consulted with a director
af Messrs. Colson's, who, on his advice, had
prepared a rota  showing  (ha Randall w s

wanted for fire w: itching .ln

on Monday
A letter was written Lo I\ indall

last
him

ok this, Randall re plied, st m”'”:“:-:"”‘l"‘l“‘ll he
had obtained the legal advice he W |\' \‘.wi : l'* 1“‘
did not ieel he could undert: ake ln; dut \mhll“
((luunlum still maintained that (he 10 i ”\\ { ;
ing Order nn]m ed upon him » duty \\\]mf.‘ 1 :

a breach of faith,
ditional exemption
war effort,

having regard 1o

the uncon
granted him from |

|‘4]“‘ y

red }nm, as he had~

H. T. Michelmore, a member of the Dench:

-md found R‘mdnllv
Randall said
Chairman  of

- Objects

Tribunal which granlcd hll‘l'l c\emphm) un lcr (

lhc Armed Forces Act.
" He produced a reply from Ju(lgc I TI
Wethered, chairman of the “tribunal,

Woestern  Tribunal on March 28, 1940‘“-" did
exempt him from the obhgatmn of serying 4

five-fighter under the [fire l’revcnlmn (Bu%mek

Premises) Order. . i

- The Magistrates' Clerk (M. ]amcs Whne-
side), to \\hnm the letter
mented that the opemng sentence appeared to b
a typists’s error, in view of 1he subﬁequen.
paragraphs, which: read ;=

““The order of the tribunal exemptpd you*om

from military service; that is to say, you were ¢
registered as a conscientious objector to military
service, and you were not . required to undertake

civilian work under civil control as a condition of
the exemption.
‘complying with of¥er d
upon to. perform. The Fire Prevention Order does
_not contain any provision for exempting a conscien-
tious | objector.
‘grounds of personal hardship or m_edxcal unfitness.’’
- Randall -said that he did not féel compelled
to do fre watching duties.  Fle had now applied
to the Hardships' Commitice for exemption.

After a retirement, the Bench  sentenced f
Randall to 6 days’ imprisonment. . The Chair--
man said that the Hardships Committee would
sit on Tuesday afternoon, May 27. = As Randall
had refused to do fire- \\1lchmgr pcndmo the
sitting of that Committee, he would go to pns(m
The Chatrman added ;—

‘““ You will be set free on Tuesday in order to
appear before thc Committee. |If their decision is
IS in your favouyr, you will be free. If their decision
is against you, vou will be. served with a fl{lrther
hoticz to do fire watching. Then, if you still refuse
to do fire watchmg, you .will be brought hefore

hat th

FROM AUSTRALIA

As result of notice of

a Q our work in a
Unitarian contemporary, we reccived an (Hl[llll\’
from Australia.  We sent a batch of pamphlets

and ‘papers to the correspondent and have re-
ceived the following post-card from Melbourne
85 lesi Arth © reet,
Northcote, N. 16,
Melbourne, Victoria,
Australia.
o (Tt stralia

“Dear Guy,—I trust you are safe and well at the
present time. My Erother, J. H. Costar, who
attended High Myddleton School with you, lives at
Croyden, Vic., which will find him.

‘“W. E. COSTAR."

This post-card takes us hack to the

18931901, Rt

“PONTIUS PILATE” CORRECTIONS

.
y ] \ !
3 Dear Comrade,—In my Article, entitled “The
seturn of Pontius Pilate,” there are Lwo correc
nons (apart from P i 1 i
lllll(l\ spelling) which are
Hniportant I Y B
In the Ay i X
: l?( paragraph, In“\'l:llll[l: ‘To nduce”
tenth line, the wornd beved ™ should  read
2 ! e S [ &
disobeyed )
I 1 U otz
& ;x 1‘1|” NEXt paragraph, the curious word
ollicon, which is 4 printer’s  masterpiece
hould b CGallican.” ; ‘
Yours
o H, NORMAN
| | WLG2, "Niav 2

‘which it
stated that the order was made by . the South-—yl-)

was’ handed, com-

The order does not exempt you from
es which you may. be called

The only . exemptions are on the.

“pled in person and '\clu'lll\' insp

indefensible. teg
must do 8o Wronfr having been
o nght the wrong. e
The second ruling is absoiu
The most ardent Labour
present Government shoul
ruling.  The bricfing of co
factory as it is C‘(I)GIJ’SJVC ;
mternees  are: poor people, vex*y'
few are rich. The ruling iS wron
It is also wrong in' )url(hcu'll p;‘ ci
the wnzoritlen laze o 7
witten lawe of Scon [aml tlm! the
have the right to’ defend - him
agamsi the Crowon in any-of the
lh)\ is the Imlcl lr'ulm(m (6

men and women to do the same. AR

We urge simple democracy and uphb :
canons of common law and the first principles
of jurisprudence. I)lh‘rn:‘c\ must be secured
the right to be heard in pnmn in aII habeas
corpus procecdings.

LIST OF BOOKS.

The Strickland Press has issued a 24 paged
catalogue, listing and describing the pamphlets
published in Ilu Word Library, in the Strickland
Classics, ‘and also outwith any series. This
p.nnphht reproduces several press opinions. It
will be sent post free to any reader on receipt of

a 2d. stamp. 12 copies will he sent post free
for 9d. p
Although intended for free circulation, this

pamphlet is not merely a list of books. It con-
tains the history of The Rakunin Press and also
of The Strickland Press, and of -the Anti-
Parliamentary and United Socialist movements.
By purchasing several copies of this pamphlet and
circulating it freely among their friends, com-
rades will be doing useful propaganda and also
making a small don: ition towards the loss on our
printing and publishing work.

Order this useful pamphlet now direct from

104 GEORGE STREET, GLASGOW, C.t
THE STRIGKLAND PRESS
If you live in Glasgow, call at this shop, open daily,
9.30 am, -0 p.m., except Sundays.

kland Press, at



