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A Letter Answering Many Readers from

The Duke of Bedford !— e et

Dear Aldred,—

I should like to make a reply to the

many loyal friends, some of whose letters have

: appeared in The Word, who feel that I have a
: contribution to make towards the establish-
- ment of a better world. onscious as I am of
nmy own shortcomings and limitations, | think
perhaps [ may have some such contribution to
make, even if it be only on the principle that
among the blind the one-eyed man is king. |1
certainly have a confidence which does not, I
think, spring from mere conccit, that if I
had the political power to do so, I could give

- this country the two things it so greatly needs
. —lasting peace and prosperity: the latter. not
hy reason of discoveries for which I myself

e and prosperity, those who look to me
for guidance desire to add the crown of the
fullest happiness that this life can give, I
‘can assure them, if they have not already
made the discovery for themselves. that it may
he found in a Christian faith based on a living
fellowship with God and on a rational and
wholehearted obedience to His commands.

There is one thing that I should like to make
plain at the start, even at the risk of causing
some disappointment or giving some offence.
While I shall always welcome the suggestions,
e advice. and the construetive criticisms of
my friends, I cannot, as some leaders of poli-
22l movements doi go against my convictions
r alter my policy to avoid alienating
vossible supporters. If, after careful reflection,

el that a certain course of action is use-
&, aistaken, or morally wrong, [ cannot
dertake it merely out of deference fo those
are of a different opinion.

swant, now, to share with you my views
to the task which lies before us and the
methods hy which it can be accomplished. Our
- ate task.is the establishment of pros-
nd social righteousness, and the first
osperity is the setting-up of a system
emoves all barriers to trade and
inancial technique which enables the
f the nation, not forgetting any
mployed, to consume and avail ; :
all the goods and services which  Edith Louisa Cavell was born, December 6, 1865, at Swardeston, Norfolk. She settled as a nurse in
amerce, working  to full Brussels in 1807, and was executed there by the German military authorities, on October 12, 1815. Her
roduce and imporf. The heroic story shall be told in our next issue. As early as 1888, she endowed a Free Hospital in Bavaria.
of all Parties have in the  when war came to Belgium, she tended friend and foe alike, Whatever its technical justification in
- country the eeonomip military law, the execution of Edith Cavell for helping 200 French and British fugitives to escape, was
pr‘q‘mised in their  a grave error in judgment; for it served to perpetuate hatred and so further war. True moral under-
CATLS( 0Nl Gorruption, standing would not have permitted the execution. Such understanding would have been of tremendous
Gﬁ:‘epr-e»occupntion with  healing value to the wounds of mankind. In her last interview with the British Chaplain, Edith Cavell
he ve 1'12'1101‘6‘1 uttered the immortal words that F. W. Jowett, in 1924, had placed on her statute. They redound to her
s most glory, To Jowett belongs the oredit of remembering and engraving them on stone in the heart of London
in such a way that the stone record transcribes itself on the living hearts of humanity. To-day, Edith
Cavell's words are a vital call to all mankind, We must honour her memory with loving attention that

_peace may arise throughout the world and war be abolished for ever,

PATRIOTISM IS NOT ENOUGH &
| MUST HAVE NO HATRED OR §
 BITTERNESS FOR ANYONE

—Topical Press copyright.
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enable me to carry out the ncessary reforms, to
make it my concern as a first instalment of
good things to come, to raise well above the
line of crippling and degrading poverty all
who have suffered so long and so needlessly. I
make this promise with the utmost confidence
hecause, unlike many others who have made it,
I anderstand  the measures which must be
taken in order to give it practical effect.  One
thing, and one thing alone, could seriously
hinder and delay me, and that is the con-
tinuation of the present war until, hy the
- destruction of our working population and
industrial plant: the Sinking of our merchant
_ shipping: and the loss of our foreign trade to
other countries, the very sources of real wealth
are crippled and destroyed. [f that point were
reached, then, while financial reform would
still be necessary, it could give, for a time
at anyrate. but a meagre veturn, for the
Yeason that the whole country would he poor
~in the real, as distinct from the finaneial,
conse, money being of no value when the
power to produce goods hasheen destroyed,

This. therefore, brings me to our imme-
diate task—the ending of the wav before our
resources have been further wasted by senseless
destruction in an cffort to attain right ends
hy wrong means.

Phere was a time—and such a time will
doubtless veturn and may cven return shortly
~ —when a policy could most usefully he pro-
~ moted by speeches in Parliament: hy public
meeting : and by conferen'ces.

TUnder the abnormal conditions which exist

present moment, however, all these

are. in my opinion, of small utility:

‘ ‘hes in Parliament, a

ve very thorough

] P GRS (rhentjand the

~ Government are wndoubtedly the crux.of the

‘whole situation, and partly” because many of

my friends. obviously still attach great value
to the effect of Parliamentary speeches.

s, however \eeedin

even m a quiet way, to do effective work
through them, | feel that public meetings ;n’«\'
now of comparatively little value bheeause
owing to hlack-out and air-raid lnmh'nnu-\.
andiences tend to he even smaller than .\n-(uu.'
the war and more strietly confined to those
who are alveady converted.

It by any chauce
the appearance :

some speaker of unusual
|~h?«|ua~nm'. or a change in public opinion, did
In!'m;_' lavge and receptive audiences of people
hitherto indiffetent to peace, the Government

Ol

would quickly take steps to suppress  the
hindrance to their war effort, either by
imprisoning the too-eloquent speaker for

causing ** despondency and alarn,” or by the
indivect bhut equally eflfective method of “issu-
ing. on the guiet., instructions to all owners
of halls forhidding them to let their premises
for meetings where the speaker to whom the

Government took exception was likely to
appear, :

In regard to conferences, the conditions
which now obtain have made the issues on

which effectiveaction can be taken so simple
and o0 few that there i veally nothing much
to confor ahout! It is better to get on with the
job than to talk.  Some people think that
conferences ave helpful for the planning of the
post-war world, buf if we already know the
spirit  which should animate international
policy in the post-war world and understand
the financial and foreign trade technigue neces-
savy to give practical effect to our desive for
neighbourliness, it does not seem to me that
there is much point in trying to work out a
defailed scheme when only wishful thinkers
can imagine that we alone shall possess the
deciding voice in the post-war settlement and
when we do not know, and cannot get in

touch with, the other important contributors

whose decisions will

carry (quite as much
weight as?

our own. . '

We come now to the point — and, in my
opinion. almost the:only point—at which prac-
tical effest can. and should. be applied on the
inct from the spivitual, plane.
now that the only thing, with
isaster, that will make the

pnotised Parliament is a change in the
ook of an adequate wumber of British
5. Militarist Members of Parliament
rtedly defended their attitude on the
the majority of the nation are in
ntinuing the war, and we have got
fact that as long as they

‘with fruth the war it

~ Our first task, there:
o increase by every means in ow
number of people whose attitude

casoned and intelligent.
own contacts and his
of these he must train

Dest possible use. All that
‘ay of mental equipment is
since he can obtain at
ence literature containing
inst every idea that can
of the war and ifs

ze of the reforms needed
n trade system, if
are to be removed
: ible, is a very.
ause of peace.

there is a

“this is not the point.

n on the mentality of our

o0 become keen on

and guidance of one

tilities the service and
of their, afford to become a
S

also be ]\vllw«l to realigse the selfishness and
.\'lml'\si_\_'hlvll ln“) of their outlook, Just
because they are all right dods it veally not
matter to them that thousands of other
people should be killed or ruined?  And just
for the sake of a few months’, or at nost- 1
fow years', comparative prosperity, is it worth
while tolerating a war which, by its continu.
ance, may bring disagter upon the whole
counfry and, in the long run, involve them
also in a protracted period of acute distress?

But the ¢ ct2nsion of an enlightened attitude
towards the war is not the only task, /It is of
the wtnost importance to drive home into the
public mind the responsibility of the Govern-
ment and of Parliament for the continuation of
I'/u- war. A hazy idea is common-that Hitler
is entirely respongible for the continuation_ of

the war, but unless, and until, Hitler rejects™

reasonable peace terms not deprived of all prac-
tical value by foolish clauses such as the
um'lutm'.nl disarmament proposal in the Eight
Points, it is our Parliament and Government ;xl(l
not Hi.llm', who are responsible for the continua-
tion of the conflict,

Our third, and perhaps in some ways our
most important, task is to convince those who
are opposed to the war of the duty, value and
necessity of making their views known con-
tinwally to mentbers of the Government and of
Parliament, not necessarily only their
Members, though {hese should, of course,

receive special aftention.  Anti- war con-
stituents of a militarist Member of Parlia-

ment commonly feel that it is quite useless to
write to him, and therefore refrain from doing
so, If by *useless’ they mean that their
individyal letters will not convert him to an
anti-war position they are probably right, but

Their action is needed

to give wvolume to the popular demand for a

negotiated  peace, regardless of what the

personal views of the Member of Parliamen®

may be. Hxperience with: regard to other

issues has proved again and agamn that a
government will always alter its policy, even
against its own wishes, as soon as it has
evidence of a sufficiently strang popular feeling
against the plan which it proposes to follow or
alternately in favour of some other plan. At
the present time it is numbers, and numbers
alone, that count, anyhow in a very important
field, and it is those mumbers that we must
create and mobilise, for apart from numbers
there is no hope.

There is an old legend of a waggoner whose
vehicle got stuck in the mud and who, in his
agitation, prayed to the god Mercury for assist-
ance, Mercury appeared, but “instead of per-
forming some miracle to assist the waggoner,
he suggested that he should put his shoulder to
the wheel in the right place. He did so, and,

own

with this assistance, the oxen managed to drag

the waggon on to firm ground. ~Now our
“ waggon  is Parliament, and the Govern-
ment, deep in the mud of war hysteria and the
sticky. evil-smelling slime of Press dope. The
toiling oxen are our good friends Maxton,
McGovern, Rhys Davies, Stokes. Sir Ernest
Bennett, Lord Ponsonby, and others like them,
who have neither lost their heads nor sacrified
their . principles. "The situation doma(_nds
pressure from the rear. Our job is to put our
shoulders to the wheel and shove, and as soon
as enough of us get shoving, out she'll have
to come!

There is another reason why 1 would
impress upon my friends the need for
personal  effort and  personal  initiative.

They cannot afford to rely too much on the help
or two men. At any tme
illness, or accident, or the action of powerful
enemios may deprive them of Guy Aldred’s
hel. '\ l
of ‘gs, 1t this should happen, seeing the great
task which is committed to them by God for
¢ calvation of humanity, can they

' disunited and dispirited mob
ithout purpose, plan or initiative — mere 2

or of my own, or perhaps of that of hoth
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-sheep without a shepherd? (‘evtainly
cannot afford to this! Ilach must
himself develop a capacity for leadership and,

they
do one

i

SOCIALISM AND THE BANKS |}

FOoL cause mflation from the

) ofticially
ppomted whipper-up of saving il

3 for investment

i we should fall "‘\ the \\-l}.\illl'. he LORD KINDERSLEY MAKES AN b \I(I\L.lmmvm oa) Because, however the war
must he ready to carry forward the gospel of AD ends and whenever it ends, thi i
aay 1 Lot Vi 14 ’ 1 as, This money t|l|<'~~‘.|||1|
truth and peace, certain alike of the goal at MISSION will have to be effectively dealt with if the vast
which he is aiming and the methods which he By F. W. JOWETT ;""'-"‘f;“\ ol the people are to emerge from the
must employ to reach it. norri le experience that still lies before us all
m : : - : free from financial tatorshi
Phese are dark days, with much in them to [The following article by our comrade, F. W. Jowett, sigy on whicl i ﬂ“”\ml R
appears in the ‘* Bradford I.L.P. ' 3 X 1 to found any belief or hope that

News ' for 1
September 5, 1941. Jowett was First Commissioner

of Works in the 1824 Labour Governme B
refer(}nce in another column. In consequ‘(‘:‘:c‘(; hesel;
a Privy Councillor, and in the P.C. list his name
fpllovys that of Thomas Johnston, M.P. Jowett
remains an uncompromising Anti-Militarist and
opponent of war, notwithstanding his one-time
membership of the Labour Government. Lord
Kindersley has b2en a Conservative M.P., a soldier,
a|_1d §tockbroker. Finance and politics have landed
him in the House of Lords He believes in finance
and Jowett believes in Socialism. Thus is the issue
joined.—Ed.|

discourage and depress us.  Lef us not forget,
however, that the greatest forces in  the
world are on our side, the forces of God and
truth. We have also another and more grim
ally. one whom in a sense we should rather be
without, vet from whose aid our cause may
greatly henefit,  That ally is the inescapable
nemesis of events which brings disaster upon
those who seek @ood by methods of evil: put
their trust in blind guides and frail alliances:
and, refusing to learn the lessons of expevience,
Wiuprefer «to- continue, if one may quote in all”
seriousness lines from a famous classic in
light humour, *‘to madly force a rvight-hand the war was £8494 millions, is now £12,561
foot into a left-hand shoe.'’ . Perhaps also we millions, so that we are borrowing at the rate of
may. just for a moment, allow ourselves the five and a half millions a day (W. J. Burtt, City
Juxury of a caleulation which crrs on the side Editor, Daily Herald). : : ;
of optimism. Although ordinavy daily papers  Tord Kindersley, leader of the national savings
are apt to be destroyed when only one person campaign, is complaining that e bt i s:i\}cg;‘;
has read them, experts say that journals of the only invested less than £3,600,000 last week in
character af The Word commonly get into the Government loans although lh(.Il'L‘ is £3,000 mil-
hands of from five to ten different. indivi- Jions in the banks on deposit and in current ac-
(h;nls. If, then, we could assume that The counts. A 5 ‘
L et
et e Sl h-(\ S 0{10 public de W .11~1.\'l a yery .]m'gc leﬂ()l.‘llll of money
} 3 5 AN is in the banks in deposit and current accounts
~ other to be as keen a missionary as he is. how of inyestors has compelled Lord Kindersley to
Jong will it be before the day of peace dawns recognise at last that hanks only inflate currency,
; “fh"‘.“ }1“‘ R order of hope and happiness can which increases prices, when they create credit
hegin? Not long indeed! for paper loans to ‘the Government. These
) bankers' loans, Lord Kindersley has found it
necessary (o admit, are MERE BOOK-ENTRY
LOANS. : p
_ Lord Kindersley's trouble with the well-to-do
- people who keep their money in banks ready for
0 estment or s ion, is that

1
{

The National Debt, which at the beginning of

Yours sincerely,

 BEDFORD.

: money they haye i the bank by a tallacy—

a false argument. The false argument is that
* there is no need for them fo lose control of their
money by lending it direct to the Government
until it suits their convenience, because the banks
lend it themselves to the Treasury.

This false argument which has so often been
exposed in the [.L.P. News, Lord Kindersley
blows sky-high, although by a little verbal sub-

- terfuge he shows how reluctant he is o expose
the bankers' bluff. ;

{8 Appealing to the class of people who at present
; have £3000 millions in banks and are keeping it
: {here **to withdraw their money and put it into
_ Government war loan,” Lord Kindersley said :
“You can't lend money by proxy,” and went on
' to explain why. This was the way he explained

~the procedure, as we have done on so many
. occasionsi— Soadhe iy ;

O « When' a private individual invests his money in
" 2 Government security, Lord Kindersley explained,
- _ ' he transfers command over goods and services from
A " himself to the Government. S A

~But when a. BANK LENDS 'PART OF A
DEPOSITOR’S MONEY to the Government, not one
depositor transfers his purchasing power to the
Go_vernmen;t.m : :

11S LIFE AND TIMES,
~ GUY A. ?\LDRED. :
P Post -Free, 1s. 9d. .

RISIS OF MODERN
CIVILISATION
Striking Anti-War Sermon.
Rev, W. BOTTOMLEY.

;, 20.; Post

Free, 3d.

spend his money, and: if he does so;
ad to the expenditure of the
e Government expenditure
. This leads to inm.:tidn."
subterfuge Twhich does noth-
how how reluctant Lord Kinders-
his long-overdue open admission
' credit loans are NOT REAL
LL but just increases of currency.
s in the words I have put in
ords are ‘' when a bank lends
r's money.” HEB T
's own explanation of bank
" makes pure nonsense of
Lord Kindersley admits,
ansfers his purchasing
ent” to enable the bank
n it be possible that
epositor’s money * for

admission of

A ;
he feaders of the Labour Party have any inten-

ion of dealing effectively witl

th the NMoney
101, -

ques

Chis is a most amazing thing 1o have to say

after the experience of the last war which has
- s T 8 S 8 \ A as
left us with nearly £8000 millions of unpayable
debt, and the first two years' experience of the

present war —\\'hirh has already increased the
debt to £12,561 millions which is being added
to at the rate of £5) millions a day

One prominent Labour M.P. who claims to he
an authority on financial and money questions,
Mr. Arthur Woodburn, goes so far even now as
to assert that the public credit” which is being
I§Sucll by banks is being * issued without infla-
tion.”  *“The banking system,” says Labour
M.P. Arthur Woodburn, * 18§ ONE OF THE
CLEVEREST INVENTIONS OF MODERN
MAN,” and he doesn't think that a big war debt
at the end of the war will be a=serious burden
for the community to hear. If Mr. Woodburn .
had been an appointed agent of the financiers
who control the hanking system of this country,
hp could not have been more industrious and per-
sistent in defending their nefarious and anti-
social activities,

Soon after the war began, | expressed the
opinion that at the end of it the national debt
would not be less than £20,000 millions. A very
large proportion of the £20,000 millions or what-
ever the amount of the debt may be, will consist
of bankers’ credit loans such as Lord Kinders-
ley has described which are duplications of real
money which alone has value representing goods
produced and services rendered. :
Being money created by banks it is in sub-
nce COUNTERFEIT MONEY as well as
ing one ot the greatest of all sources of infla-
tion.

i this method of issuing the nation’s money
is going to be continued after the war then all
Arthur  Greenwood’s  Government sponsored
after-war reconstruction schemes and Professor
Harold ILaski's Labour Party reconstruction
Lommittee’s schemes can give no more substantial
promise than Lloyd George's = homes for
heroes " promise made nearly 25 years ago.

If, as it is assumed, not only by the Tory and
Liberal party, but by the Labour Party so far as
can be ascertained from its official publications
costs of after-war reconstruction and all the
measures necessary for the social security which
has been promised are to be met by more bor-
rowing and additional taxation, then AMessrs.
Greenwood, Laski and Shinwell may as well roll
up their blue-prints of the new social order and
put them away, for the new social order cannot
be built on borrowed money and additional taxes,
What alone will be possible after the war on the
borrowing plus taxation plan will be a VERY.
MUCH WORSE DEVELOPM ENT OF THE
OLD SOGIAL ORDER. -

_And the pity of it is that there need be no
such blockade as the present money sstem con~
stitutes against the new social order. This much
at all events has been made perfectly clear by
experience in this war. THE ONLY LIMIT
TO WHAT THE NATION CAN HAVE FOR
ITS USE OR MISUSE-——for the public well-
being or for destructive warfare—IS THE
LIMIT OF WHAT CAN BE OBTAINED
FROM LABOUR AND - AVAILABLE
NATURAL RESOURCES. ;

But to think of starting after-war reconstrue
tion for a new social order with a debt of, say
£20,000 millions on more borrowing and maore
{axation, is sheer madness.

After all, the experience of the past two years,
and Lord Kindersley's admission that banks are
{ssuing duplicated supplies of money which, al-
though it is bank-created credit money, is being
added to the national debt, proves that the nation
could issue its own money not as debt but as




D

national credit for whatever needed

money.

purpose it

The State could (as I see is explained in a
\‘H‘\‘Hl;ll"\*g'\l statement )1.\ the Duke of Bedford)
issue its own money and :—

« garmark for its own use whatever percentage of
an annual debt-free creation of money was needed
for an adequate financing of its services. It would
not borrow any money at all and it would USE
TAXATION ONLY AS A MEANS OF COLLECT-
ING FOR DESTRUCTION SURPLUS MONEY FOR
THE PREVENTION OF INFLATION."

Can anyone find a reasonable objection to this
straightforward proposal? It would give the
Government the power it professes to need, to
limit private spending: it would drive right
through the tangled thicket of City and Treasury
pacts and understandings (and incidentally set
free some thousands of executives and their
staffs for more useful work) and it would set
the nation free, at the end of the war, to make the
best it can of the real wealth (goods, lahour,
natural resources) then at its disposal,

THIS WE CAN DO!

By OSWELL BLAKESTON.

-

Pacifism is not worth the things which
pacifists are enduring if it is without political
and economic significance. That is so obvious
‘many people keep it well at the back of their

minds. They can be startled out of their com-
~ placency only by such divect statements as: Is
~vour privilege of ** peace 2 {o he purchased at
~the expense of vour neighbour, and do you
~really enjoy claiming a shave in the exploita-
~{ion of man by man? : :
~ The pacifist is he who is opposed to aggres-
n (not just war) and, therefore, to imperialist
tics, predatory economics, and aggressor.
" How, then, is the pacifist to ohtain
the world of abundance for all. which, logi-
v, is the world of peace? How indeed!

P

whatever 18 good
rtain  matters of social
. to co-operate with
baiting, ete.).” We

d

ct may be
ar comrades ! CE s
ur questioners have curled their
hey couldn’t see us doing if.
d valiantly that we would be
ake our ‘ hattle ¢
on-violence, offering
for peace where we

T
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be getting on
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wal have, by their heroie stand, made many
things much easier for the pacifists ol this
Wil Many of us accepted the conditions of
exemption almost as a tribute to them. But the
authorities have chosen to rvegard our com
promisge as a surrender, as weakness rather
Umn a reasonable pacifist gesture. They have
increased the pressure, Resigtance to this
pressure now takes on its full heroie stature,

The pacifist who refuses now hag a pro-
founder significance than the pacilist who
refused in 1914-1%. This ig hecause the idea

ol ntll.l»uhn]n-l':llinn has reached a more :’1‘111'1';11
CONSCIOUSNESS. It is, as they say, in the air.
'l‘uwlil}' the |l;l('i|i~1 who l‘('iuﬂ'.\' does more
l!mn protest against the principle of compul-
sion, he gives evidence that the power exists
which alone can make pacifism a policy as well
as a blue-print for personal conduct. By in-
divect propaganda (always the most ]n‘)lvnr
kind) he demonstrates that pacifism can he a
living creed for the fiery blood of the young
idealist as well as for the calm mind of the
meditating sage.

To-day the individual paeifist, by his willing-
ness to take the consequences of refusal helps
others to understand that men could he found
to stand shoulder to shoulder in a campaign
of non-violence, Individual example can show
that the things pacifists promise are not all
talk, that pacifism can he, as it must be, poli-
tically and cconomically effective, fhat pacifisi
can mean real peace,

There ave many who have scorned pacifism
as passive, hut who have their fill of proof
that ** avar wins nothing, cures nothing, ends
nothing.”” Once they realise that a non-violent
strugele for an age of abundance is not an
escapist’s dream, they may become the men
among whom e may look for our Gandhi,
Tt is the refusal of the pacifist to co-operate
with the new conscriptions, his willingness to
bear the penalties of civilian and military
punishment (and the stories are erim enough
in the little left-wing papers), which will effect
the wholesale conyversion. :

e eptionally -strong-minded arc
e of shame when declining

how eed. Often the Dest pacifist
oments of wondering if he s not un-
n refusing-some job as being a fire-
the crops. Yet the pacifist need

“he reminds himself of what he

ositively by saying ‘*No.”

is doing

. Of course there is a lot of ‘ hedging S

‘the ranks. It is necessary for each to find out
for himself how much of this is an attempt to
rationalise our fears. If the editor will allow
‘me, I should like to examine the main objec-
tions in another article. For the moment it is
cnough to yemember—enough to live or to die
for—that pacifism can be cnough'! :
“Why, why, why do we not say all this more
often, more fervently, to our
~ourselves? S :

NON-MILITARY WAR SERVICE )
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJ EGT!ON
DUKE OF BEDFORD'S. PROTEST
The Catholic Herald, London, for September
26, published the following yaluable and

powerful letter irom the Duke of Bedford :—

Sir,—The Government’s refusal to recognise the
conscientious objection of men and women to forms
* of non-military war service imposed by the State
marks another step in the direotion of complete
" totalitarian tyranny. The treatment even of con-
~ scientious objectors to military service is steadily
.beéomln‘g""more_ harsh and unjust and if nothing 1S
done to remedy abuse | have just referred to our
prisons will be filled still further with high-principled
‘and perfeotly sincere peoplo whose only. crime is that

(U}

The State is all : :
e BEDFORD.

~ UNITARIAN CHURCH

~ Hope Street, Liverpool
SPENCER, B.A.
m, and 3.30 p.nm.

£ = i -
soful service to the community -

comrades, to.

they refuse, like the heroine of a modern anti-Fascist
. play, to admit that **

——

THE ROOSEVELT-CHURCHILL
STATEMENT

s It An ‘‘Honest-to-God' Declaration?

by Alexander Ratcliffe

The opinion freely expressed in Britain from
the Premier down to the humblest of citizeng
is that Hitler is not to be trusted: that Hitler
could not make an honest statement, and that
Hitler’s word is not worth a brass {urlhin)\r,
Away back in December last when Mr. Churchill
made a war statement before the House of
Commons, he said, * Cértainly it would be very
(.‘UH\"L'H.H‘IH if Herr Hitler or the important chiefs
in Germany were to give us every fortnight or
s0 an honest-to-God statement (laughter) it they
were capable of it (Glasgow Herald
20/12/40). It was truly typical of the mentality
of our Parliamentarians that they should titter
at the very suggestion that anything honest could
emanate from Germany @ especially it was the
time for hearty laughter when the suggestion
was made that Hitler and Co. could make an
honest-to-God statement.

My purpose now is to deal with the Statement
of President Roosevelt and Mr, Churchill on the
" Peace Aims " of DBritain and her Allies.
l‘.\'ﬁ_\'h(:(])’ has heard of the famous Eight
Points : but does anyone sce through them? Is
this Statement of the two leading Democrats of
the civilised world an honest-to-Giod declaration?
Can there be found any substantial and valued
opinion upholding the vague and incodsistent
and utterly worthless platitudes that constitute
the Atlantic Ocean Declaration? 1 am inclined
to the opinion that Roosevelt and Churchill were
at sea in more senses than ohe, as they drew up
that mess of mendacious meanderings. The re-
ception which these Eight Points has got has not
leen an encouraging one. The press was at its
wits end to explain away these silly sea sayings.
The point to note, however, is that that State-
ment is not an honest-to-God declaration 118
merely- a smoke-screen Lo hide the real purpose
of that Oceanic Overture, so ably performed by
these versatile voices.

The first thing to note particularly is that the
Eight Points begin thus : No. 1, * Their countries
seek no aggrandisement, territorial or other.”
It is to be observed that No. 1 and the other
Seven Points do mnot constitute the basis for
Peace with Germany. It is definitely stated in

_the Preamble that these Points are the * common

principles in the national policies of their
respective countries, on which they base their
hopes for a better future for the world.”

The Declaration, then, is merely an Agree-
ment between one country at war and another
country not at war: an Agreement between
Neutral America and Warring Britain.

I do not think any purpose is to be served
dealing with each of these Eight Points, for.all
of them savour of hypocrisy and smug com-
complaceny. No. 1 was the foremost Point for
Peace -with the Germans at the last war, and
we all know the result, how after solemnly
promising the Germans and her Allies that no
territory would be filched from them if they
accepted President Wilson’s Fourteen Points as..
a ground for Armistice, Britain and her Allies
tore up the Agreement and treated it as a Serap
of Paper; Britain subsequently benefiting by the
gain of nearly a million and a half of enemy
ferritory, most of it German. Of course, it
‘may be safer this war to urge No. 1 Point, for
at present it would seem that there is little hope
of us adding to our territory after this war.

No. 2 Doint is also suspect: it solemnly
declares that there are to be no territorial changes
“that do not accord with the freely-expressed
wishes of the peoples concerned.” That also was
stated solemnly at the last war, the result being
that again Britain and her Allies betrayed the
Germans and her Allies by forcing the peoples
of one nationality. to live under the despotism

of another nationality. One might here note that
had Roosevelt and Churchill made these Declara-
tions before the present war commenced, and
agreed with the Germang and Hungarians, ete,




to right the great w rong
of thousands of one natio ity
”\L‘il' express wishes, under

nationality, the present war would not have taken
Pleee. " For it was with a view Lo
the peoples of one nation from the

that caused hundreds

to live, against

the rule of anothe:

setliing tree
lu‘uplt\ of
other nations that Hitler invaded Czechoslovakia
and Poland. None seek to deny that fact to-day.
Notwithstanding, neither Mr. Roosevelt nor My,
Churchill has seen fit to make any reference to
the injustices prevailing on the Continent of
Europe before the present war started, injustices
which, if swept aside before Hitler was even
heard of, would have obviated the rise of Hitler,

and the war we are suffering from to-day.
Point No. 3 is another piece of mendacity, for
it coolly states that the people of any Nation
must be at liberty to choose their own form of
Government. Notwithstanding, Point 6 declares
that the “ Nazi Tyranny " must get its * final
seedestruction.”« The Germans have chosen Nazi-
ism as their form of Gavernment, for Messrs,
Roosevelt and Churchill know, the latter especi-
ally, that in 1937, two years previous to the
declaration of war, the Germans voted for
Hitlerism 99 per cent.: this hecause of what
Hitler had done for Germany in four years of
rule.  So, it would seem that every country but
Germany, and probably [taly, is to have the
choice of its own form of Government., Dut
there must be mp Fascism or Nazi-ism for
-foreign countries. Britain and America evidently
are to be at liberty to dictate to other countries

what form of Government they must enjoy !
The other Points are all likewise recking of
hypocrisy and inconsistency, so having dealt
briefly with the few, the others can be passed

over.

As for the Statement that Hitler is not to be
ted, and that Hitler always breaks his word.
reé not excusing any man breaking his word,
every politician who is honest (if there is
0 must admit that where Hitler Jas
v 3 : t o

¢ oully betrayed the
oints of President Wilson which con-
uted the basis for the Armistice of 19187 Our
oliticians, our leading and honoured Cabinet-
- agreed to tear up an Agreement once

to lay down her arms. Once
were disarmed and an Allied Army
> their word by tearing up the
s, and they continued to break
ill they had reduced Germany to
it and abject misery. What did
ome silly and

could éverl',f be
L n"yé;’
[ Hitler were

procure a victory,
nans at the last war,

itler is the base

any Peace Confer-

“scum of the earth”

and
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LEACH AND WAR

Criticism of a Labour Militarist
By The Duke of Bedford

I)(‘(H' \Hl'mi_

In my Jetter in (he September:
Word, T mentioned the difficulty
standing how Labour M.P.s. af
on the war issue, l
the astonishing

Issue of The
I had in under
at one time sensible
could change their outlook in
manner of

which some have
proved themselves to he capable,
A letter by the Labour M.P.; Mr. William

l.each, in the issue of Forward of
6th, seems in some measure
culty for me,

September
to answer my diffi

Mr, Leach tells us that he was an inveterate
opponent of the last war, but he is an ardent
supporter of the present one by reason of the
antipathy which he feels to Hifler and Hitler's
policy,

Mr, Leach is doubtless quite sincere, but it is
cvident from what he writes that his anti-war
teeling of earlier days rested, not on and funda-
mental principles, but on prejudices and emotion,

People of my school of thought have a con-
viction that war is indefensible on Christian
grounds because Christ, hy precept and example,
forbade the use of destructive violence against

‘people who believe that they are doing right,

even in cases where they are mistaken, They
feel equally strongly that war is indefensible on
grounds of justice and common sense, because, in
the attempt to strike at some objectionable indivi-
dual or group of individuals, correct their faults
and restrain their wrong-doing, it kills and ruins
mililons of more or less innocent people, while
the real offenders usually escape. On these two
grounds we are finished. with war under all
circumstances, and no matter how much we may
object to a Dictator's character and policy, we
are convinced that war cannot possibly be a

ht or sensible method of dealing with' him.

| ] A Al o )
religicus considerations and all consideration of
war's fearfully clumsy and unjust method of
operation. he supports or condemns it according
to the feelings he entertains for the statesman at
the head of the country with which we are
engaced i hostilities. ;

M. Leach’s attitude towards the persecution

to German soil, Britain and her Of minorities by the State also appears to be

based on emotional feeling and personal prefer-
ences and not on fundamental issues. He is
moyved to the keenest indignation against Hitler
hecause of what he has done to Jews, Socialists
and Communists, presumably because he has a

soft place in his heart for Jews, Socialists and

Communists; but, as is evident from other
passages in his letter, he is more than ready to

condone and forgive the cruelties inflicted by the

Soviet Government upon their political enemies,
presumably because these enemies have con-

sisted. among others, of landowners and aristo-

crats for whom Mr. Leach has little use.
People whose aftitude towards State tyranny
and persecution is based on fundamental prin-
ciples but is at the same time understanding,
condemns equally the harsh and wnjust perse-
ution of -all large classes of people, realising
es are composed of the good,
ndifferent, or in other words
ilty and the partly guilty
espect, there is probably little
ommunists and  Jews in
rats and landowners in
ind, however, the wide-
ich induces numbers of people
rdiscriminately,

ot ol 29

:nmw]) suffers in small trom that
,..nfh .m.-i one-sided outlook which is a charac
teristic of the tyrant whom he

10O degree

Opposes,

Yours sincerely,

BEDFORD.

Newton Stewart, *!']ﬂ.

Y

[The case agai 3 1K i
Stalln, (;s l.\gl”ll':ll! b})vl‘o( Russia, that 18, to-day,
Bis persecution of former landowners
AuFT!lEhRL bogus lrmls, terrorism, and perscculion;

af ‘TF!E REVOLU‘I_'ION of fellow Soclalists,
ommunists, and Anarchists, All genuine pioneers

and m;hlers' in the social struggle. Leach was
conuem_netl In detail for his attitude towards the

Arabs in Irag in our WOork ““ At Grips With war."
His 1823 §|w'ccl|us are disgraceful in one who w.as

once a Socialist and a conscientious objector.—Ed,]

THE DUKE OF BEDFORD
W ¢ have received a further heavy correspond-
ence trom all over the country, urging the Duke
ol !'n}'dl]ﬂ'(l to become the leader of a United
Pacifist and Socialist Movement, Selections will
lm: published next month., The tone and style
of the letters vary considerable but their import
15 the same, except here and there for some note
of academic criticism.  References to the duke's
attitude l'rinn other journals will be reproduced,
The editor has received much correspondence
on other matters.  Some of this will appear in
November also, :
Send

us your opinion, Make
known,

Order November issue now.

Word

the

CHURCH OE SCOTLAND PEACE SOCIETY,

Glasgow Region.
Chairman: Rev. G. Gordon Cameron.
Hon. Secretary: Miss Betty Meikle, 82 Coplaw Street,
S.2.

Monthly Services in Y.W.C.A., 80 Bath Street
On First Saturday of each month at 3 p.m.
October 4,1941—dJune 6, 1842,

GLASGOW AND DISTRICT GROUPS.
¢ Meetings or Secretaries.

Bearsden and Milngavie—Meets fortnightly at North

Manse, Bearsden.
gathcart—-—s ecretaries :

‘Miss  Agnes ;
. A. E. Mei : ie

ke

X D e i 2 o
Carntyne—Meets at 14 Gartcraig Road. Sec., Miss
Olive Nicholson, 162 Gartcraig Road, E.1.
Central—Sec:; Mr. James Monigomery, 37 Dorset
Street, C.3. .
Giffnock—Sec., Mr. Wm. Sinclair, Jr., 8 Elliot Drive.
Kings Park—Mrs. Todd, 43 Ashcroft Drive, S.4.

North—Cowlairs Parish Church, every first Tuesday,

.8 p.m. Sec., Miss Chrissie Newton, 78 Endrick
Street, N. >
Paisley—Mr. George McFarlane, 52 Duchray Drive,
Ralston.

Rockvilla—Rev. A. S. Mair, 27 Lacrosse Terrace, W.2.

West—Rev. W. J. Smith, 15 University Gardens, W.2

North West—Sec., Miss Marion White, 58 Gardner
Street, W.1. !

OTHER SCOTTISH GROUPS L

In conjunction with the Fellowship of Reconeui_atlon.

ABERDEEN—Mr. J. Macleod Scott, 16 Cairncry
Terrace. :

AY.R—Mr. Alexander Handyside, 28 Belnponl Avenue.

BARRHEAD—Rev. A. May, Congregational Manse,
Paisiey Road.

DUMFRIES—Miss M. A. Hogg, Balvaig, St. Cuth-
bert’s Avenue, Maxwelltown. ;

DUNDEE—Dr. C. A. Coulsen, 6 Somerville Place.

DUMBARTON—Rev. A. G. Jackson, Rockview
Manse, Bonhill Road. 1
DUNFERn;ILlNE—Rev. A. J. Armour, 139 Grieve

Street.

EDINBURGH—Mr. Dennis Duncan, 148 Ferry Road,
Edinburgh, 6.

EAST KILBRIDE—Rev. D.
_ rington Road.

GALASHIELS—Mr. Angus F. Stewart, Langlands,

Irose Road.
GREg:locK,—Mrs. MacKay, Duntrune, Gryffe Road,

ilmacoim. : 7
MET':lIL——Meets Innerleven East Manse. Sec., Miss

Christine Foster, 46 Omar Crescent, Buckhaven,

PERﬁ'[:le—‘—Rev. H. Erskine Fraser, Bridgend Manse.

ST. ANDREWS—Mrs. Williams, The Roundel, 1

Street.
'STI:I?.?:th-—MIss Miriam Jocelin, Inglewood, Alloa.

U.S.M. Meetings

106, GEORGE ST., GLASGOW, C.r

H. McMahon, 24 Har-

MONDAY: - - Group Meeting
THURSDAY :- - Study Cu'cle
SUNDAY: - - Lecture

Meetings Commence at 7-30 p.m.

Anderson, 5
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Ihe information
emplovers of

THE EDITOR’S TRIALS
IN THE DOCK

has gvidentiy been conveyved (o

her busband,” who has been dis
missed 1n consequence

the

TRy o, A .
]l ¢ matter s recciving attention, but it ix doubt
ful At the man will be reinstatoed,

IL—GLASGOW SEDITION
TRIAL, 1921

(Continued from page 19)

Thursday, June 2, 1021

GUY ALDRED'S TRIAL,
To be Held at Glasgow on June 10.

From Owr Own Correspondent

[Last month we published W. Gallacher's and H.

McShane's reports of our Glasgow 1821 trial. We Glasgow, Wednesday.-The trial of Guy Aldral
intended to conclude the record in this issue. This 1 three others on a charge of publishing an alleged
is impossible.—Ed.] seditions article in * The Red Commune "' which

o Was originally intended to be held ot |
h;-l". been fixed for the High Court, Glasgow, on June

17, A pleading diet will be held on June 10

~ Bail has been refused for Aldred, .

i prison for almost three months,

Sdinburgh

I, P, J. DOLLAN REPORTS.

The Daily Herald faithiully followed and
reported every stage in the proceedings against
us. In this chapter we wish only to record the
reports sent in by P. J. Dollan, who was, at that
time, Glasgow correspondent to the Daily Herald.
Deollan displayed sympathy and solidarity. He
may have expected to be Labour Lord Provost

~some day but he did not face the fact that he

~ would be a war-time Imperialist Lord Provost,
and he did not feel at emmity with the extreme
sections of the Socialist movement. Tle was even
indignant at our suggestions that Imperialism
was the logic of parliamentarism,

We precede the Dollan reports with the date

_of the issue of the Daily Herald in which each
report appeared :

who has heen

W ednesday, June 22, 1021,
GUY ALDRED'S SENTENCE,

Eloquent Appeal for Free Spesch,
From Owr Qwn Corvespandent,

Glasgow, Tuesday.-Guy: Aldred, Douglas MeLeish
June Hamilton Patrick, and Andrew Fleming were
to-day found guilty of acting in concert to print and
publish the  Red Commune,” the official organ of
the Glasgow Communist Group and affiliated bodies,
containing alleged seditions articles.

Aldred was sentenced to one year's imprisonment,
AMiss Patrick and Meleish to three months each, and
Andrew Fleming, the printer of the paper, to three
months, plus a fine of £50, or a further three months.

Persecution!
In continuation of his defence, Aldred spoke for
a further hour this forenoon and in an eloquent plea
for free speech said Communism might be wrong,
but a free-Press was always right, He reminded the
jury that Liberals had threatencd to destroy the
House of Tiords and were not persecuted. If that
was proper advocacy it was equally proper to urge
the destruction of the Commons as an agency of
Government, : AR
Very telling was his reminder of. the persecution
of Catholics because of their religious beliefs; . As it
so happens, ., the judge, T.ord Sherrington, is a
Catholic, ; 4
Aldred also referred to the speeches of Carson and
Lord Birkenhead, who, he said, prevented a peace-
Iul solution of the Trish problem, and were respon-
sible for Irish murders. Now these men were
Judges!

Aldred also pointed out that he had been 100 days
amprisoned, awaiting. trial, which was longer than
- the sentences imposed. on some convicted of sedition
“in other courts. He was to-some extent their main
writer, and on that account he pleaded for leniency
~ for his comrades. . . . S .
~ The jury included eight women, one of whom was

- the forewoman. e fadiy
- We have omitted from the last report only
1 etails of sentences mecluded in the reports pub-
~lished last month. To-day Dollan indentifies
- himself with the class that rejoiced in our
Prosecution s
: V.. CONCERNING GUY ALDRED.
. By JOHN S. CLARKE,

nted" from ‘‘The Worker,”’ the organ of
¢ al  Workers  Committees, Glasgow, for.

‘Cctober 8, 1921. (Clarke was editor at that time.
Subsequently Clarke returned to the Labour Party,
became M.P. for Maryhili for a while, and then
adapted himself to Capitalist journalism. We have
attacked Clarke bitterly at times and have resented
elop 10ld that he has wasted or
nd knowledge. Clark has
y. maintaining an attitude
. Recently he presented
Cartwright’s ‘' Legislative
y Vindicated," published
ted’ by. the author to the
inscribed. in the famous
~ dated “‘3rd March,
" the spy system, pur-

.

Eriday, March 4, 1921,
S SEDITION TRIAL,
Sequel to Article in the ‘‘ Red Commune.”
3 From Our Own Correspondent.
Glasgow, Thursday.——A sedition case was opened
- here to-day, when three persons, one a woman, were
remitted to the sheriff for trial in connection with
n alleged seditious article published in ** The Red
mmune ' in January, e
cused are Andrew Fleming, a printer;
L MeLeish  and :';I‘ag_e - Hamilton Patrick,
g ~be the joint® authors of the offending
2 6@“@?%{‘# izo'li' lege, was calculated < to
g popular - dissatisfaction, commotion and
violence to popular authority.” -

lleged, was ..
sistance to

~ voniit to think that the people. who sent
" away for sixteen months, for a triviality, pro-

- awaken the working class.
bﬂ)éqx}d‘

But the lock-out began and E.P.A, commenced
to operate, Our readers know the result,. Some
thing like one hundred Communists were arrested
in different parts of the country and sent to jail,
Aldred and his friends were tried at the time
that scores of others were being similarly tried,
[For us to have commented on each case would
have necessitated turning the Worker into a kind
of Prison Bulletin or Police Budget. . . .

With this explanation (an Editor has to he
continually apologising for his existence) let us
make some, if belated observations on the case
against Aldred. Whatever savagery a vindictive
hatred prompted the ruling class bullies to in-

flict upon our [.P.A. victims, it apparently
mmspired them to be outrageously severe on
Aldred. They kept him in confinement for four

months prior to his trial, refused him liberty on
bail.  They gawve him a longer sentence than any-
one else.  Aldred not only gets no remission of
sentence but will not enjoy the reduction of the
fowr months which he suffered previous to his
trial. ~ For the trivial offences he was found
guilty of this punishment is positively monstrous,
Not justice, but blind, bitter hatred” sent him to
endure the horrars of a Christian prison. Such
martyrdon it has been his unfortunate lot to
bear on several occasions in the past.,

From our point of view—from your point of
view—his political opinions may be hopelessely
wrong. This is a point which must carry no
weight whatever in our consideration of his case
and our judgment of his splenetic tormentors,
Such opinions are not only held by many, but
have been held in the past by the loftiest spirits
of the race. We may not agree with them, but
we have got to agree that their right of expres-
sion is as legitimate as our own. Only bigots
think otherwise, and a bigot is always a tyrant.
As for his “crime,” it is one that every
self-respecting man has committed and intends
to commit time and time again—an attempt to
stir up the people until they realise that the
common heritage of Nature and Society is deli-
berately and systematically thieved from them
by a small section of gilt-edged scoundrels and
rapscallions who hire a swarm of flunkeys and
brutal bullies to keep the people from realising
their own sordid subjection. This is the long
and the short of the capitalist-landlord system
and the comfortable hogs who thrive upon it.
They are to-day as their predecessors were in
the time of Christ, a gang of whitewashed
sepulchres mouthing their stinking hypocrisy the
while their carnivorous fangs are dripping with
the blood of women and little children. His
alleged crime was that he advocated * the preach-
ing of sedition.” We say “alleged ™ because
we are as certain as we are that light follows
day that his persecutors only made that excuse
to get him.

Those who saw the original paragraph which
constituted the chief count in the indictment will
recollect that the word “sedition” was printed
in quotation marks—" sedition.” Such marks are
employed by all literary men and women in
cases like this one as determinatives. They are
intended to point out to the reader that the word
they embellish is only used in a derisive sensc.
Every cultured person in the court knew this
little point as well as Aldred, but when the wolf
has the lamb at its mercy ignorance becomes @
virtue and legal technicality as sacred as the
Sermon on the Mount.

When one remembers the speeches and actual
deeds of Carson and Swmith and the subsequent

immunity these creatures enjoyed, it makes on¢
’ Aldred

fess to have assimilated the teaching of the man

~ who spoke of his own ruling class as those * who
= e X )
~ strain at gnats and swallow camels.

crime—he tried to
That is a villany
forgiveness in the eyes of the lechers
kspittles who manipulate the m_a\chmer);
ercion on behalf of the filthiest ruling class

hat has ever plundered a quiescent pmletana‘t.
“are not in favour of petitioning even
P.'s to move in a matter of this kind,
¢ really one hundredth part of

-~ Aldred commited only one

by
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what they profess to Be—-the representatives of

the working class—they would have fought a
case of this kind long ago, even though the
principal victim is uncompromisingly  anti<par-
liamentarian, . . |

A man who hravely spoke for the dispossesed
and browbeaten, is eating his heart out in a prison
cell and his iriends are powerless to help him
because they lack the means. Gallacher once
assured me that instead of getting used to it,”
to adopt the familiar expression, prison life be-
comes more horrible each time one returns to
it Aldred has already suffered over three vears
and has been in prison now for seven months
on a ridiculous charge, What kind of a hell,
physically and mentally, must it be to an active
minded, cultured man? Try to conjure it for
yourseli.  Try to be sentient for any sake, to
Teel what others feel, and do something to saye
further suffering on his part,  Pon’t shake your
heads and piously gouuniserate,sand-donit: take

Sac ST

~ pity on Aldred the Martyr. Aldred can dispense

with pity, he can keep his hack up, and pity is
for those who can't, . . ,

As a penalty for active service in the class war .

we might excusably ignore the loss of a warrior,
As the_phrase goes, " he only got what he dared
for.”” "But Aldred’s case is different, He got
more than he dared for. In his casé it is a fact
of utniost importance to remember that the
punishment does not fit the offence,  As fong as
men like Carson are loaded with honours instead
of being shot as traitors to the reahm, the perse-
cution of Aldred is transparently an act of
revenge on the part of the animated carrion who
control the capitalist system, , .,

Iforget everything but the fact that your
enemy has got a comrade down; a comrade who
has fought valiantly for you for many years ; one
whose hands bear fiot the smutch of ‘corruption ;
one who suffers because—

“*The people is a beast of miuddy brain
That knows not its own strength.™

(To be continmed)

OUR PRISON SYSTEM

An Essay intended to be of interest to
Socialists and “ Conchies *’

[Last month we published an essay written in August
1918, at Deepout, whilst in detention awaiting our
fourth Court Martial for resisting military service.
The following essay was planned at the same timo
but was not written actually until we were released,
for the first time, under the ‘' Cat and Mouse '’ Act,
Just after writing it we proceeded to Wandsworth
Common to speak, where we were re-arrested and
returned to Wandsworth for more hunger striking
and prison discipline resistance, The story of the
Wandsworth Prison C.0. revoit is told in * The
Word "' for April 1940 and February 1941,

Study of the courageous work of Richard Carlile
caused us to be interested in constitutional law and
the prison system before we oxperienced prison
hospitality. From that time on, we studied, placed,
and debunked Elackstone, whose ridioulous and
unworthy ghost stands foo often besides judges of
the King's Bench, dictating over their shoulders,
against the liberty of the oitizen, and conferring
POwers on the exeoutive intolerable 0 the hboliever
In the rights of man, We studied the prison system,
In England and Scotland, in person, at first hand,
always as the victim, and with no desire to hocome
the jailer, The nature of our study was revealed in
our 1916 essay on ** The Military Cell," published
N “The Word " for May 1940, ¢

The prosent essay was published in * The Spur '’
(Vol, Vv, No. 11, page 125) for April 1919, We
have addeq (1841) the last two paragrephs.. Ed, |
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shudder to think' what it must hay
when Godwin wrote his Caleh Willia "ha
work must have been a very poor indictment
indeed. : gt g R e
It happens, however, that optimistic sentimen-
talism is not only wrong, but hypocritically so,
Instead of our prison system improving, it is
rapidly becoming worse.  To-day, the Prison
Commissioners place a preminm on despotism—
that Englishmen would not have {tolerated i s
century back. Yet at that time political corrup-
tion was as rife as it 15 now. . Perhaps it was reauiost that you will
more rife, for its agents. were more notovious, g0 to time, as oco
I'am taking advantage of the Wandsworth In- ‘of the above letter."
quiry, therefore, to call attention to this curious By order of Slr‘joﬁ
evolution of our prison system, especially as - SeRetons. f¢
regards political offences, because I am convinced
that direct action and public opinion will destroy
this despotism, as it can destroy every other
despotism,  The evil secrecy of the Prison Com-
missioners, the impudence of prison governors,
warders, and wardresses, and their craven attend-
ants, has to go. The State will never destroy

“P.S.—As the High Sherifl
Magistrates are annually

these vices, The»peop]e can, oy ;fﬁﬁflc?:;ﬂ;y

Under a system where despotism did not pry in 1814
into the communication of every prisoner, and
punish with barbaritics the slave who “splits,” 1

such hideous torture as forcible feeding could
e ‘( Y - ot

- A
not continue a day, | . € iz '
It is always the poor who suffer, Despotism Al _.Iffff'ﬁ" are read- by
ever attacky the friendless. At Newcastle, dur- Authorities.

ing the suffragist agitation some seven or eight
vears ago, rather than forcibly feed Tady Con-
tance

This despotic practice renders the prisoner
absolutely helpless. Yet it has been developed
| vtton, the ;[th/;l'ili('\‘(li)L'h;ll'Sg(l her on 1:_\' our p;Ll'Ii;llllL‘lll.’tl‘_}' (ICI!_‘._UCI‘&C}'. Nblld(.' b}
medical” evidence, stating that she suffered from with the extension of suffrage has grown
a weak heart. To her lasting credit, let it he developed this inereasing invasion of the right
recalled how TLady Constance exposed this of prisoners.. Bureaucracy has increased in
hypocrisy.  Disguising herself as Jane Wharton, impudence with ¢very broadening of the fran-
a factory girl, she again went to gaol—and was chise,.  And when some fact or other leaks
fed forcibly, Only when, after seven days, her through, we control our government so well, that
identity was discovered did the Medical: Officer we are shocked out of our wits. A Prison In- -
unearth her weak heart. ‘ quiry is ordered and we fall asleep again. So
much  for prison-reform Socialism and the
Capitalist careerist parliamentary ballot-box,

ADDED, SEPTEMBER, 1941.

There is no protection to the common people
in the fact that a man has suffered imprisonment
and is elected to parliament afterwards. M.PJ’s
have heen sent to prison and have been horrified
at the conditions, But then it was too late to
reform the conditions for they were no longer
M.P.'s and ‘their voices no longer carried weight
in respectable and official circles. Political
prisoners have become M.P.'s after their release
and have forgotten that the little grey home in
the west remained intact, that prison conditions
continued " in the same bad old way, and that
ciation exercise and a fortnightly censored letter, NUMAan beings were sulfering still what they once
I want now o compare this restricted and cen- hdured.
sored “ right * of correspondence with the right [t is
of correspondence enjoyed by prisoners a cen
tury ago. The following letter was addressed by
Lord  Sidmouth, who suspended the Habeas

( orpus Aet, to Mr. Cunningham, the Crovernor
ol Gloucester Gaol.
cvery

¥

In all, twenty-nine women were submitted to
this degrading ‘treatment. Then the authorities
succumbed  somewhat to {he public scandal,
Under Churchill, a new set of rules were adopted
for prisoners of the second division, which
removed  the  criminal  marks and practically
admitted the right of the Suffragists to be treated
as political prisoners,

Much has been made of the
after suffering over twelye
ment with hard labour,
provided they servilely subscribe to the prison
regulations, to enjoy certain very limited privi
leges under the Churchill regulation, rule 243A.
These privileges include 2 limited period of asso-

fact that C.0.'s,
months” imprison-
are permitted, always

that mankind gave up playing at
prison reform and the pettifogging child’s game
of punishment and authority, and established a
sane and decent society. We think so much in
the terms of jailing that even those who want
Communism and Revolution. with rare excep-
tions, have no idea of dispensing with the medie-
val and counter-revolutionary institution of
barren class society, termed the prison system,

time

and issued as a circular to
county gaol in

the kingdom by order of
the Home Secretary -

I hitehall, 9th Noy., 1814

Sir,
‘1 address this lette

CONSCIENCE (1916) CASES

'he Word has devoted considerable

1 r to you in consequence of
certain complaints that have been made relative to
the government of Gloucester Gaol, and the report

of the Visiting Magistrates thereon, It appears that

space to
there has been a pr

1d actice of opening letters, eithor (he question of conscientious objection. To-day
.‘; (ln:hwv(',“’ or written by prisoners of the classes many of the 1916 cases and Prison experiences
ol telons and fines, under a notion that it was your will be recalled with interest. April May, July

X recal 1 S d i e

duty to do so. 1 fee) myself, therefore, ocalled upon " I ; R g
to repeat the opinion which 1| expressed in a lottee 1NU \ug 1940 numbers e devoted 103
addressed to the Chairman of the Quarter Sessions (uestion of ex mpting conscience in 1916, Com-
/n‘li/’lh‘c‘) county of Gloucester, on the 12th July 1ast, rades hould order the tour copies, post free for
i e i wif ) varranl :

such a praotice, 1s. Od




LABOUR, WAR AND THE NATIONAL
GOVERNMENT

Party rejected Lansbury's plea
and on a policy of war,
renewing its latest National Government alliance,
at the Brighton Conference of October 1 and 2,
1935. Lord Ponsonby adopted the same attitude
as Lansbury and uttered some wise words about
a sham fight, as regards matters of principle,
not regards suffering, being staged between
the great Imperialistic Powers. He added :
** I am convinced that my duty lies in pinning my
faith and giving my allegiance—not to a sham fight
" of international war—but to a real fight against
the enemy here in our midst.
‘““That is our job.
' This sham fight is preventing us from building
up the society that we want.

‘“ We are losing sight of the grim and dreadful
war against exploitation, greed, capitalism and all
the badly-constructed injustice of society which
allows one man to leave £7,000,000 and another not
to leave enough money to bury him., ... ... ... ...

: ‘“That is the war that | am going to be faithful
0."

The

against

[.abour

war, decided

as

~'l‘his excerpt is culled from the report pub-
lished in the Daily Herald, for Wednesday,
October 2, 1935, !

According to our contemporary, Stafford
Cripps denounced the then Labour Party Policy
of League and Sanctions as a policy supporting
the National Government. To-day, Cripps is
iritain’s Ambassador at Moscow, appointed by
the National Government, in evidence of the
truth of his own 1935 contention. H. B. Lees
Smith denounced his arguments then as ¢ trivial
and * cantankerous ” _and described Ponsonby’s
contribution as “elevating but negative.”
Ponsonby’s argument was correct and time has
shown that Stafford Cripps was neither trivial
nor cantankerous in his reasoning.

William Mellor attacked collective security

and made a speech the direct reverse of those
~ he has made since the outbreak of war. He
said :

‘“The same appeals that were made to the
‘working-class in 1814 were being repeated now. ...
~ ...The League of Nations was retaining power
: politics in which the Imperialisms of France and
~ Britain dominated every decision.
. ““The League was based on the robbers’ treaty
- of Versailles, out of which had come Fascist Italy
~ and Germany.”’

Charles Dukes, speaking for the National

~ Union ‘of Municipal and General Workers,
- replied fo Cripps and Mellor :

' ‘e are acoused of co-operating with Imperialistic
Governments,’”’ he said.

~ “Cripps and Mellor know that to be a lie, and
they have no right to make that acousation.

. ¢ gur Socialism is as good as theirs, but as respon-
‘sible men and women we have to say not what we
. hope may happen in the distant future, but what we

are going to do to-morrow . . ." v

“| envy Dr. Salter his optimism, but | do nqt
~ believe that singing psalms to lions will work in this

ear of our Lord.” e

ripps and Mellor were right about co-opera-
ith Imperialistic Governments. Dukes was
when he said that his Socialism was as
as their’s. It was as good—and as bad.
it was simply parliamentarism, power
5, and not Socialism at all.

wies recalled that he had been a C.O.
ut, after much mental agony, took his
the League against Cripps. Davies
telling speeches against war and

n the present House of Commons

that he had returned

e Labour and 'S,ocialgt_' Inter-
ocialist parties on the Continent
o '1"? Pt ‘the British Labour
hich meant that George
C -riding at the
ne would like
ious Socialist

at his Brighton speech was

- sorub them,

!
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Government argument [hus

“ Let us be clear about this.

of this party throwing in its lot
Government,”’

Thpre 18 no question
with the ‘National’

GONCHIES, SOCIALISTS AND

_\H over Dritain, conscientious objectors are
being sentenced (o fwelve month nnprisonment

Lor refusing medical ‘examination.  This divects

attention to the question of prison conditions,
and to the Torther fact that several persons who
complained of prison conditions in 1916 o 1919,
became M. s in 1923, and did nothing to remedy
the appalling conditions of which they com-
plained. This fact is an outstanding disgrace to
the parhamentarians, ' ;

The name of Hubert William Peet is to he
found in Who's Who, To his credit he recalls
his 28 months' hard labour as a conscientious
objector,  What he suffered during that period
he tells in the following letter :

“Tl_m attempted imposition of silence is unmoral,
even if not immoral; the isolation drives the man

into himself, and tempts him at every turn to fulfil
the human instinct of communication with his
fellows, a course possible by the exercise of some
petty ~deceit_or the breaking of a rule. The prison
regime provides every temptation to atrophy, and
to let oneself vegetate. Sevora! times | felt acutely
the danger that my pacifism might become passion-
ism, and that if not watchful I might let my life
develop into meals and mail-bags‘. o S

In 112 Days’ Hard Labour, Peet wrote :

‘“There is in prison no method of recording
permanently thoughts that occur during reading or
meditation, of noting for future reference passages
that may. be found helpful or striking, or of making
notes for plans on return-:to ordinary life . . . and
personally .the one single alteration which would go
. to make gaol life more tolerable than anything else
‘would be the provision of pencil and paper, and the
permission to retain the latter on release.”

Hubert Peet wrote thus in 1917. Tt is now
1941. [For 24 years this intolerable barbarism

“has continued, under Labour and Tory Govern-

ments. Compare the conditions with those en-
joyed in Sidmouth's days by Richard Carlile !
Stephen [Hobhouse wrote in 1917 :

“ gometimes when | feel tired and ill, | long
for some little homely comfort, such as a glass of
“hot water or some tea and dry toast. 1 felt cruelly
the restrictions of what seemed the most elementary
needs. | did not think that my body with its weak
points would stand it long. The struggle is often
intense. Prison life has its own special temptations
—_to selfish introspection and the like, . . . I think
the worst pitch of depression was one foggy and
dark Sunday, when it was impossible to see either
to sew or read in one's ocell, and on remonstrating
in the evening with one of the warders for not
giving us the gas light, he answered, ‘ You are not
worth it—it is not a work day.” The answer sank
in.” ; }

Tn another letter, Stephen Hobhouse wrote :

¢ | told the Governor that it was impossible to
keep the silence rule, in fact | came to the con-
clusion: it was morally Wrong to keep it, though it
is not good for one to have to regulate one’s talking
according ., to one’s distance from the warder _and
his character. There is no doubt that the prison
system encourages artfulness and deceit. Deaden-
ing of intellect is one of the great dangers. for
educated prisoners, while others, owing to harrying,
spying, eic., lose self-respect and all ?_onﬁdence in
their power to lead a strong moral life.

Clifford Allen wrote during his second period

of imprisonment
< one hundred and ninety-five days of stitching,
each of twenty-three hours and fifty minutes' silence.
| think the greatest torture of enforced and per-
petual silence is the never-ceasing consoiousness of
“thinking in which it results. You cannot stop
thinking for an instant. And if you seem to, it is
only to listen intently to the beating of your heart
drumming in your ears. You cannot escape think-

ing about the most trivial matters of routine. I

the very knots in the boards each time |
until I could soratch ttl}om‘ :mt of the

rid myself of their arrogant Insistence upon
?ﬁ:&:&v"',' One Inevitablo result is a consequent

thing of

H
1932

peria Coalition
thre
tinued

second

and hopeless inability to think of those very things
that are your interest, and would stimulate illl.lbl
hearten you. . . . And then | seem to have no way
of escape from dwelling upon the horror of the w1‘r
and just because | cannot be active, my un:luln:m‘m;
1S the more vivid, until I am driven almost 1o the
breaking point of despair by thinking of all lh("
agony of the world. . . ,”! :
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FREETHOUGHT BIOGRAPHY

_Chapman Cohen, the veteran editor of The
/:n'.'//liu/\‘cr, and  President of the National
Secular Society, in The Frethinker for Tuly 27
last, gives a kindly notice to the new edition of
Oux “life " sof Richard Carlile, and makes the
following interesting reflections on the subject
of Freethought biography : '

‘“ We like the following remarks of Sir Ronald

Storr, as given in ‘ The Times Literary Supplement.’
They are taken from a speech delivered in Edinburgh.

‘ Reading,’ said Sir Ronald, ‘ must bear not only
the blossom cf delight, but the fruits of absorbed
glnd assimilated experience. . . . The spirit of books
is the spirit of freedom—universal through, yet in-
dependent of time, clime, religion and race; the first
book written was the first nail in the coffin of tyrants
all over the world.’

‘“That is sound philosophy, and it reminds cne
that ever since books have been published, both
Church and State have done their utmost to regu-
late what books should he published and what should
be said in them. The Rciman Church has a colossal
index of forbidden books, and the other Churches,
while not issuing an official index, still have a lengthy
list of forbidden books. Both State and Church
logk upcn books as something that must he regulated
in the interests of established opinion.

‘‘ We repeat that we have no official index of for-
bidden books, although their suppression in this
country is not unknown to the law. But the great
weapon in this country is the boycott, far more
cowardly and contemptible than any form of pub-
lished legal proscription. The majority of Christians
will not read a book on Freethought, the majority
of hard-crusted Tories will not read anything that
threatens their power or privileges. Above all, there
is the boycott—the most cowardly and the most con-
temptible of all weapons. So far as we are con-
cerned, the meanest form of this is manifested in
the sphere of religion. Shopkeepers are threatened
if they display Freethought papers, booksellers if
they display uncompromising attacks on religion. . .

‘‘ Yet we have achieved, in spite of Church and
State, a measure of freedom. But, how it has been
fought for! Just over 100 years ago there were
scores of men and women imprisoned for selling
Paine's ‘ Age of Reason,” and a long list of books
might be given that have brought the'r writers or
sellers terms of imprisonment. The State does not
like freedom of publication, whatever shape the State
is, but the Churches hate it because it strikes at
their very existence. Sir Ronald Storr is right—
the spirit of books is the spirit of freedom. But
they may also be used to crush freedom and, when
too late, the writers find that they have been forg-
ing chains for themselves. . . .

“ Among the very greatest Freethinkers of the
nineteenth century siands the heroic figure of
Richard Carlile. The years he spent in prison—on
different sentences—indicate the heroism of the man,
and  his conduct affected every reform movement of
his time. The working classes owe more to him
than most people know. It is for these reasons that
we welcome a new edition of ° Richard Carliie,
Agitator,” by Guy A. Aldred (Strickland Press,
Glasgow, 1s. 6d.). The sketch extends to 160 pages,
with a number of plates and is, in these days ol
dear printing, marvellous value for money.

¢ It will probably not come in our time, but one
day we hope that some wealthy person will see to
it that a series of biographies of famous Freethink-
ing men and women is published. As we have so
often said, in this country we have a very effective
method of burying our great hereties, Weo negloct
them when living, and ignore them when dead. If
possible, their mames are never mentioned. 1f as
prominent in their \‘ln_\' as was Paine or Carlile, just
A passing mention is made of them and their work
which leaves the student quite ignorant of what
thoy did, and with the impression that there is no

noed to bother about them. ¢

(Continued on page 335)
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Men and women in every generation
felt constrained to live in direct
loyalties beyond those
femporaries.
this to which

have
relation to
accepted by their con-

It is fundamental to the fait of a Christian
ms which W

arliament has recognised
I Statutes by providing exemption th
- -upon grounds of conscientious conviction, The
ples are the military service |

nan-hunting is odious to the
(House of Commons, March

{ local authorities and private s ence illumin
ised ‘conscientious heart produces

- be the appa
- compliane
principle ;)

L
om- .

One of the earliest statements of State R !
our Christian tradition furns is and that it runs f

exper
At its
50 mu

il ils'o'uf_ xperience th
cience illuminated 1

‘the community,
obvious and po

stop in hi
employer to write a
slave, but this was a P
devotion to the cause of the slave.

CREATIVE CHARACTER OF CONSCIENGE.
We recognise that there
for the regulation by
relationships and soci
that the State cannot
condone laziness.
those pre-occupied with active forms of social
and national service the claims of conscience
may seem sometimes an excuse for evasion or
inaction.  Conscientious objection, however,
arises from the claims of the State to prescribe
for a man what his service shall he, and when
these demands are felt by some citizens to he
contrary to the will of (fod they will he hound
to say “* No.** The iflea that this endangers
the State overlooks the faet that the democratic
can function only on a hasis of tolerance,
ar greater risks
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condemned at the time, has come to he
niged as of lasting worth, Readiness to
suffering for convietions has given
tive character to life and revealed human effort
HieCn costly but noble stufe of
through which {lie (quality of life
Our own Society was
men

refusal on the
ate to obey its

'l'hl'un;_:hunl

recog-
accept
i redemp-

tension *
was raised,
horn in the
of and who
worghip knowing that the cost
furbance by the magistrates and soldiers,
of goods and chattels, Huprisonment
death. They bore all this faithfully,
that they waore being led into truth
frnace of through which
Passed they ired only they

experience
publicly
would

women mef for

bhe dis
loss
0or even
CONSCions
In the

they
might

persecution

too that

1

0,

e burnings of the fiery furnace, and Principle in terms of

Many

sincere people, first
hecome aware of the cl

aims of a great moral
what they feel con-
not to do. The general assertion
remains frue that even in its negations con-
scientious concern is primarily ereative, It
develops a relationship to the community
which makes for the righteous ordering of the
State, This in accordance with {he ox-
perience of our Society in the past, and to-day
we expect that our members will give positive
as well ag negative expression to their faith.
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ITS VERDICT AND AUTHORITY.

We do not assert that he who claims to be
following the lead of conseience is infallible.
There are inn-\'il:lhl_\' instances of honest
deception, in which through lack
ledge, motives are mistaken
rooted inelination op disinclination., which has
no moral basis, is !]\nll;:lll to he the voice of
We may too readily
latent fear of the dangers of
disglike of discipline as
tion. A conscientious deg
not he hastily reachoed, olibly formulated, or
arrogantly proclaimed it should A first
hand judgment not an echo of a point of view
caught from ofhers, But a man who has done

self.
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consgcience, identify a

or a mere
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war,

he

We can understand that, to

: SYREADERD] -an
religious: basis. The proot of a man’s n
enlightenment lies in whether his conviction
lead sooner or later into a true and extending
human brotherhood and _understanding—a

o o e

vithin the s s i
of Jesus Christ. In Him th
shone at its brightest and his dete
follow its leading is seen as he ,
steadfastly towards Jerusalem to meet the fat
which he knew awaited him ther:. His con-
duct might have bheen criticised as being both
unpatriotic and unpractical, hut his crucifixion S
remains a judgment upon conventional opinion
as well as a revelation of the redemptive love
of God. " His loyalty to the guidance of God,
and the spirit in which he mot persecution, set
free the most potent force for overcoming evil
which the world has known. 'Thus he stands
for all time the revealer of the Father and the
inspiration of those who follow him.
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THE WORD

RICHARD CARLILE

of my
this

I'ntil such time as a fourth edition
“life ' of Richard Carlile
essay must stand as a further appendix o the
third edition. It is written, therefore, in the
first person singular instead of the customary
editorial plural. :

Many comrades have expressed apprec tnfion
at the receni publication of the third edition,
The work wonld be improved by the additions
indicated in this commentary. They were not
incorporated in the third cdition owing to a
printer’s mistake, and the difficulty of repaiv-
ing it, when discovered, without unduly post-
poning publication.

1. CARLILE’S BIOGRAPHERS.

.. The 1941 preface makes reference to W, 1L
" Wickwar's monumental work, The Strugyle For
The Freedom of The Press. This treats largely
of Richard Carlile and his magnificent fight. Tt
should find a place in every Ireethinker’s library,
notwithstanding its shortcomings.

~ Wickwar compares the three biographies of
Carlile: G, J. Holyoake's; Mrs. Carlile Camp-
“bell’s, and my own. (See page 68 of Wickwar's
work). -

is ealled for,

r states that Holyoake's hiography is
sed on a close study of Carlile's woritings.”
- Holyoake's biography is mnotoriously
d reveals no such study. [ dealt with
ds thoroughly in THE Spur
AL No. 9, .pages

) B

Holvoake's writings detracts from the worth of
his own writing. It lessens considerably his
itical authority. He also shows that he can-

“great'fla\Vyers and great judges.

.A"v‘y{ll:‘.. to his S
work of research by a quibbling
1 \ X b

class In

S¢

readers for \ *‘l‘l'li-!‘u‘
o8 ) al and ruling
f Carlile was too great a personality
to understand,

attempted the task.

das.

for him ] !
ne ought never 1o have

2 \\ h_‘l\:n insists that Carlile was no orator
| his 18 true.  The faet makes Carlile's speech
from the dock a magnificent performance, for

i Ifl(:.’llll\'fl cloquence and possesses, even to-day.,
a living fire, .
(l..&\»;\v“{,];“‘“\,"l‘;“'.i&l‘«l'l.\ to Carlile's conduet in_ the
N Lt ¢ ought to know that Carlile's
contentions were right and that the judge's con-
ceptions of blasphemy and sedition were  ridi
culous. . They have been repudiated from the
Lench since then in most learned verdicts that
read  like  second-hand  versions of  Carlile's
original reasoning,  Carlile's aggressive conduet
wis the behavioursof the agitator., Wickwar
is unable to appreciate s splendour because
he has the mind of a pigmy scholar and
is capable only of wandering round in a maze of
legal jargon unrelated even to jurisprudence, the
niental cobweb of despotism.  Carlile helongs to
the despised  underworld  of  agitation  and
agitators,  The first Christians belonged to this
world in the days of the ancient Roman Empire,
when Christianity was despised and  rejected.
This underworld has been the real overworld of
progress,  Since the days of Caesar (o those of
Labour Lord Advacates and Labour Ministers of
THome Security, the real underworld of thought
has been the fashionable political and intellectual
world of class authority : the mean, contemptible,
underworld of lawyers and judges, the routine
mediocrity of bench and bar. There have been
But these have
een rare and usually fell on bad times because
“some kink of genius that routine could not

“suppress. But the run of the frafernity has been
of the type of Lord Justice Abbot. He was one

of the worst judges despotism employed for its
ovil purpose. [t is but natural that Wickwar
<hould cvidence studied regard for his memory.
The reader must turn to Chapter TV., in which
i aile -

7

as never

Carlile; hut
me spells. sonal dignity. Even
ich reference of the acquittal that took place.

he revival of Paine’s
chard  Carlile, who
re for the liberty of
Englishman of the
; perilously
biography
in entire W

- modern
xplains  L.eigh ar
as a and he became one of. his
- Best, Cdpley, Scarlett.
by prese

s“a,';"» socialism and

accuracy of his views, and their agreement with
the ]l‘l'“l\"_v of n The difficulty, lll\'l\,
of Radical thought, turned Whiggist, and IFrec-
thought reduced to complacency, doing anything
1k« memory of Carlile, Social
Republican and journalist of the poor has but
to be stated to be 1m’1u;;n‘|\m\.

On the other hand, my imprisonments, almost
cqual in time to Carlile's, but more vicious in
character, and more extensive in place, enables
me to share Carlile's outlook and of
approach,

subject,

ill\!i\t' to the

mannetr

Il. VICARY CIBBS,

Chapter TV, of Carlile’s * life,” headed “Iegal
Biography,” records the story of Vicary Gibbs
and ends with a reference to his “ levity,” by
which he meant leniency, or hesitation m'prnsc-
cute charges of sedition or blasphemy. The
chapter should have continued and concluded as
set out in the following paragraphs.

“ # ® "

w %
Perhaps Gibbs expressed his “levity ™ in its
most expansive form inf the case of Perry, pro-
prictor of the Morning Chronicle, the leading
Whig paper of the day. This paper published
an cditorial containing the following passage :—
“ What a orowd of blessings rush upon one's mind
that might be bestowed upon the country, in the
g\mnt of a total change of system. Of all monarchs,
indeed, since the Revolution, the successor of George
the Third will have the finest opportunity of hecom-
ing nohly popular."

For these words alone, exactly as they stand,
aggravated by no innuendo or additional passage, ‘
Perry was prosecuted on an ex-officio information »
by Sir Vicary Gibbs, who, as Henry, T.ord Cock-
burn, a judge of the Court of Session, wrote
later, * might have been Attorney-General to
Menry VIILY ; Y

(iibbs maintained that these words implied
that Dlessings were kept from the country by
George the Third, and that this lowered his
majesty in the esteem of his people! Gibbs
overlooked the fact that no comment could lower
(ieorge the Third in the esteem of the common
people! In any case, the comment was directed 4
acainst the political and social administration; -
i orsavhichs the king.avas supposed 10, he TeSPOla e
sible no longer, and not against the King's per-
Lllenborough was in favour
Put the prose-
outlook — the hungry

“cution expresses the
“pendantic self-sceking logic born of the meta-
physics of seli-interest—of the legal mind. It
placed Gibbs, the aspiring hireling of consti-
tutionalism based on exploitation, in his proper -
~ category, as the enemy of Richard Carlile; and
it elovated Carlile, as his enemy, to his place ot
orth in history. 2 bl
"In addition to prosecuting Perry, Gibbs also
prosecuted, among ethers, Cobbg!t,_ and John and
Leigh Tunt. His reward came in due course,
’ Majesty’s Judges, in
company with the following notorious ex-Whngs,

 What a mean scramble, law and politics -

During the 12 years, 1818-1830, there
cre 9 Attorney and Solicitor-Generals, ~all
g Carlile, for a living! ~ Eldon reckone
' 18 during the 20'years ending

were

the Pope. Ty
) Re?&:l.z:ﬂ:}‘n:sa’r?;?gs::u Class Strugg!
r: 30 Years' Correspondence on
"‘-‘rﬁ%ﬁ?&m ’cl;rlstlahity‘ :
mghlgt)g‘{r?dd. cach; post free, 6d.
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_because there were classes in society, all those

STATE
By C. H. NORMAN

[ The following valuable essay from the pen of
onr comrade, C. H. Norman, was published
in The Raileay Review, for July 4, 1941.—
Ed.]

In 1895, Messrs. Heineman published a trans-
lation of a book by an Austrian writer, Max
Nordau, entitled * Conventional Lies of our
Civilisation,” a careful and fav-reaching analysis
of the evils then afflicting European and English
civilisation, as they struck a humane and learned
mind.

The width of subject-matter covered by the
book—which has been ignored by most English
writers on social and political questions—can be
judged by the chapter headings: * The Monar-
chical and Aristocratic Lie,” * The Religious
Lie,” “ The Political Lie,” * The Economic Lie,”
“The Matrimonial Lie,” * Lesser Lies,” dealing
with the Press and the methods of journalism
under its growing capitalistic business organisa-
tion, and various subsidiary evils of modern
society. The book winds up with a remarkable
chapter on the possibility of harmonising the
social, moral and economic conflicts in European
American civilisation before the dishar-
monies within society would disrupt that society
completely. The warnings of this gifted writer
were unheeded, and to-day one has the pain of
witnessing the catastrophe clearly forseen in his
book.

Incidentally, the capacity of the writer can
be judged by the fact that the chapter on © The
Economic Lie " has not the limitations so obvious
in Marx’s analysis “Capital,” as Nordau is not
fettered by the ideology of Marxian-Hegelian
philosophy.

CLASSES AND CLASS INTERESTS

seedordau did not anake the error of assuming,

classes had necessarily an economic motive
governing their relationship to society. Marx
assumed a class interest in the working class
arising from labour power. Class interest does
not arise from labour power: but only from
the possession of economic privilege—derived
from the profitable exploitation of labour power
by a non-labouring class. Hence the muddle and
upper classes hold a privileged position, which
creates a general economic interest in them as
classes : whereas the working man has only his
labour power, which does not create, psycholo-
gically or economically, a class interest in him.
So the working class, as a class, can always be
beguiled, when occasion of political or economic
crisis requires it, by the other classes into thinking
their interests are those of the middle and upper
classes: whereas, on the Marxian analysis, they

should see their interests were opposed to those of
the other classes—as, in fact, they obviously are.

It is because the working class does not move
from class motive that the Socialist and Trade
Union Movement has always found itself acting
4s a lackey of the Capitalist class, as was shown
- fulleffect —during the war of 1914-1918
throughout Europe, as was seen in the history
of the Labour Governments of England, and has
been conclusively demonstrated by the action of
the working class and their leaders since the war
began in 1939, during which period the working
t“-:hf has been content to accept the leadership
O ts two past outstanding enemies in Messrs.
Neville  Chamberlain - and Winston Churchill,
whose political careers were stamped, prior to
the war and during the war, with a common
reluctance to take any administrative action to
advance ‘the interests of the mass of English
people, and whose war records have the common
tactor  of \\(\\‘HI: hlll\lQllI the l)(‘ul)h' of the
tountry under their leadership, to the verge—if
Not beyond it—of irretrievable disaster.

THE CITIZEN AND THE STATE

One in\.-“w\]}n;: passapge in the book referred
1o deals with the relationship between the citizen

and the State o illustrated by the coercive regu-

lations of governme
of military conscript
State has been to organise saciety, to prot
citizen from tyrannical acts and dangers and
safeguard the citizen's life' and ;

rather a humorous fact to notice, at a time v
the State seems overwhelming in its powe

all the sanctions for its existence
ing. So far from the State protect
and property of the citizen it has abdica
function entirely. In circumstances of air w;
fare the State cannot protect 'the_ l}fé an
perty of the citizen, as the con’dltlpu 0
cities in England and Europe conclusively:

Both sides, by gradual and persistent attack,
viven time, could wipe out every city and village
of any size in the respective countries. There is
no moral question involved in that process: it

is merely a matter of mathematical calculation.
DETESTABLE STATE OF AFFAIRS

2

Vast numbers of citizens to-day are paying

half their earning to the State by way of taxa-
tion—direct and indirect—but none of them has
the slightest guarantee that, on returning to their

work i the morning, they will not find their

place of employment destroyed—or, perhaps, will
themselves have been blown to atoms with their
families and property during the night.:

It is hardly creditable to the citizens of

Europe that they should so meekly accept such
a detestable state of affairs, The very statement
of the matter is enough to represent the horror
the modern State has brought upon mankind.
The jargon of “ We can fake it!* has really
no sense in the circumstances, for to-day every-

thing has heen taken away which the State pro-
fessed to protect. The inviolability of the home

has disappeared by the action of the State. The
right of personal property no longer exists. :

The right of personal security from imprison-

ment by administrative degree without accusation or
form of trial has gone. ;

When it is alleged that the people are whole-
heartedly in support of the war, one may wonder
why the Government should think it necessary
to intern ex-Cabinet Ministers, adimirals, colonels, .
barristers and working men of all kinds, who are
British subjects, without any form of trial, or
any
any

offence, even under the wide provisions of
the Statutes of Edward the Third and Henry
the Seventh, which stand unrepealed. It was
not done in the last war. Such action by the
officers of the State is evidence not of belief in
their cause, but fear that public discussion and
debate would destroy the marale of the people.
The fact that the legislative and administrative
machine in Britain and Germany is working on
'parallel lines is only another example of the irony
of the situation. ;

-PROTECTION FOR THE CITIZEN 2

Max Nordau, in his references to conscription,
points’ .out how absurd the contradiction is
between the institution of military conscription
and the claim of the State to afford protection
to the citizen. The soldier who is conscripted is
denied any opportunity of protecting his own
family from danger. Men who are fighting in
the Balkans cannot protect their families from
air attack in Berlin or London, Indeed, one of
the curiosities of the present war is that the
civilian i1s forced to support a vast Army and
Navy which cannot protect either him or their
own families at home. It is only a question of
time, at the present ratio of destruction of ships,
when there will be no commerce-carrying vessels
on the seas at all. The State is (‘:n'l"\'ing its
destructive propensities so far that even thev
may become self-destructive in the exact sense.
Should the over-sea submarine and air fleets of
Russia, the United :\‘l:m\ and Japan engage
actively in the war, in a matter of 18 months
practically every merchant ship of the lu'lliucnvn‘l
1'1!\'\1'(‘\ would be at the bottom of the sea or laid
up in harbour, leaving a few ships sailing under
the protection of neutral flags to x'.'u'r\'hun the
commerce of the world! >

'"KING, LORDS AND GENTLEMEN "

It is rather instructive that in 1938 in Stutt-
gart there was published a book carrying Max
ying M;:

N Wias : - :
vordan’s analysis of the sttuation right up to

= in,de‘s,tlj._

pretence that they could be convicted of

will be so exhausted that t
re-assert their authori
put forward: this soothing
social order after the
knew. e

At the moment, t
which is cerain i
and political slave
breakdown of Stat
tradi ‘ﬁo‘n’sb bei

tection 0

FREETHOUGHT BIOGRAPHY
(Concluded from page 32)

‘¢ Take for example that miserable production by
a late Minister of liducation, £ A History of Europe,’
by the Right Hon. H. A, L. Fisher, published a few
years back. 1In his excellent ¢ British History in the
Nineteenth Century,” (. M. Trevelyan said of Richar
Carlile that he ¢ suffered and achieved more for the
liberty of the Press than any other Englishman of
the nincteenth century. He and his like bore the
brunt of the carly strnggle. . .. Thanks to these
sturdy predeecssors  the decorous and  well-to-do
philosophers of the Vietorian era were able without
fear of the law to write whatever they thought about
:-ho relation of science and literature to dogmatic
helief.,’ : 2

‘“In another part of his work he dwells on the
good fortune of the working class of their day having
. three such servants as Owen, Cobbet and Place. But
one may look through the whole of the 1,300 pages
of Mr. Fisher’s book for any reference to their work.
Those whom a scientific history has consigned to the
muck heap of humanity are there galore, but not
the names of the heretical men and women who
fought so well, suffered so greatly and achieved so
much for humanity.

‘It is a cowardly and contemptible policy, this
burying of great men and women. Young studants,
and now aged teachers, are ignorant of how much
these early reformers did for the world that they
spend no time in finding out what these men and
women did. And not only is the policy of punishing
our great reformers carried on by the Churches,
but modern politics takes a hand. Politicians are
as frightened of offending a wrongly educated public
opinion by praising notorious Freethinkers as religi-
ous leaders are of evaluating heretics in such a way
their flocks may be led to read their works.

‘“We think our copy of Fisher's ‘ History of
Europe ' cost us 10s. 6d. We advise others to wait

until they pick it out of a shilling lot on a second-
hand bookstall."

CREECH JONES
We have made several references to the ex-
cellent speech made in the House of Commons
by our comrade, Creech Jones, on April 10 last.
That speech is in tvpe and will be published in

our next issue. Comrades interested in Rhodesia
and the question of Colonial exploitation and
development ought to read this speech, Order

the November W7 ord now.



-
—_-
-

F. W. JOWETT

ENEMY OF MILITARISM, POVERTY
AND WAR

I. A GENERAL REVIEW

se we believe that it 1s necessary to make
n for Socialism and Peace, we are
tribute. in this issue, to a parhamentary

maintains an attitude of uncom-
rendered
who

who
‘hromisine  hostility to war, and has
: cvice. i days gone by, to those
«eience and anti-militarism.  Our
is to I \\.>.']()\\'Cll. ;
Born in 1864 Joweft commenced work in a
Bradford \\c:!\ina;-\hc.l as a half=timer, \\'!wn he
was cisht vears ol age. lfor a number of years
Tha folRwed i masterme it untilt-he held
1 : [ manufacturer's assistant. Pt he
1l and he felt the call to Sn«‘i:llin‘l}l.
Morris and Belfort Dax were vng:l:gul_ mn
Qocialist  Educational —agitation
old Socialist league, and Jowett

e ook
SOCHUISE

areal st

suffered for con

reference

trade,

1
the oreanisation. That 18 35 years 430,
1

“md he has been stragaling to realise the Soctalist
loal ever since. e could tell a great deal lh‘nl
foreotten of the carly struggles @ the
ideals of reforming the terrible con-
litions and speeding the social rc\'r)_h\ti(n‘.:ﬂm
many discussions as to which was 1mperative
Ly \;;'<\ to vet hungry children fed s to secure
 houses for workine folk, ete. As a parlia-
Towett eneaged in a thirty
+ to destroy the present system of
rnment.  In rezly to our cniticism
m. Jowett points out that it is
the common people to understand
is not a system of parliamentary govern-
ment we are enduringzané Hying-under, whether
such a svstem is bad or good in itself, but a
svstem of Cabinet Government, backed. up and
rubber-stamped by party cauc.s machines.

We were not a year ald:when Jowett was
statine the case in the Bradford local press for
in Parliament.  We do not

Parliamentarism and we
our  oppasi But
Jowett was advancing his [.abourist views in

contlictiny

Socranst,

100

ientaris

[.abour representation

think much of Labout

has been justified.

A
1NIK

s saine time conducting a vigorous
ropaganda.  The first Socialist

s in Dritain were not afraid to

deti 1 ;;l‘ or uree the need for a
eialist Commonwealth,

Jowett plaved an active part in the great

It he Manningham Mills, from December,

) \pril, 1891 e rights of  public

i ked by the authorities and the

i v read i Bradiord Town Tlall
Out of this activity arose the Dradford
| 1 Th In 1803 Jowett was its delegate
i ( FeN vhich the 1L, was
ed L1 1wl oreanisation. The year
been el I as a Labour repre
Dradiord Town Council.
In 1895 unemployment and privation were very
I ) i Jowett, condemmned, at a
pubd ( 1 he action of the Council fo
an ofhicial report the exist
( ( uncmploviment
)i i hostili nong |
ot he Council, and at its next
v e ne and solemnly
| ollc ne vear the
\lderman. In
( Health Con

B

—Topical- Press copyright.
Portrait of F. W. Joweti, taken in" 1924, when he
became First Commissioner of Works.

accepted by the Council, but at the next meeting
which lasted from 3 p.m. on one day to 2-35
am. the next, it was rescinded despite the
fiercest opposition of the then Labour group.

Two, years later Jowett was clected to Parlia-
ment for West Dradford, [lis maiden speech
was on- the School Provision of Meals Bill,
which afterwards became law.

A persistent advocate of international peace,
prior ito. the great war of 1914-1918, Jowett
Sought Tor mtormation by

means of questions Lo
Ministers, regarding the commitments of  this
country. He was one of the small groupin Par-
liament which spoke and worked as opportunity
offered, for peace and a reasoned settlement.
Jowett consistently urged  that Members of
Parliament should cast their votes on the merits
of the question before them  regardless of
Cabinet or Party interests. He is the acknow-
ledged exponent of, the case for the democratisa-
tion of Parliament. His views were explained
in detail in the report submitted to the Annual
Conference of the LI.T. held at Gloucester,
1925, DBrielly it may be said that he urges the
institution of a commitice system with a Cabinet
Minister chairman ol the committee con-
cerned with his Department, and the members of
which are entitled to question officials and securt
any necessary information relating (o the com

as

mittee, the material proceedings of such commiit
tees to be revitwed by the full THouse of
Commons, and the voting records of the com
mittees to bhe available for publication Such
procedure, he maintains, would afford “"”l'?
imd - more  effective  Parliamentary  survey  of
pitt | dmimistration  and  legislation
wising therefron 1l : 1
1 crefrom,sand  the departments wonld
: . .

e "‘w rocontact with the legislature I
wou tso give to members the opportunity an
; .

1 1t to take an active and more inf e
part i the administrative well as in the leois

\ of Parliament. ‘
( v Chatrman of tl s 1l \

n 1921-22 1 ny veat | 1

! (
1916 DB 1 ()

192-} \ ( 1R el ot
o ( (
( | ( () ( \ « 193

\\\. (
v Dt
1016-10 ‘

~ seience.

. cipation.

il applaud the service rendered to libert

~his war opposition and his belief in the ri

~reader to turn {o the columns of Hansard: with

¢ We can indicate b ;
sssay hig tireless activity oty DEdl
(\‘ricti{nise}l and persgcutcd‘ for the,u'f T
tion, Or poverty-stricken and oppresse
war conditions, We.do not say that Paé" _
tary Socialism is the way of working-class
) We think that, apart fr.omi the
interlude of poverty, the second W vl‘c‘
proves that Parliamentarianism has failed.

in the House of Commons, duri;
crisis by one who, believin;
fearlessly procla

justice,
period of war 2
Parliamentary Socialism,

of conscience,  Jowett was one of the s
band to whom the cause of conscientions obje
tion owes a debt that can never be repaid.
Towelt's questions thoroughly €xpos
prison systen. Why, when 1ihe1 Iﬂ.abour Crov
ent came to power, it failed tack
pro )l‘éﬁ%:k‘lcm cam Terstamees
Parliamentarians ought never to have allow
the old brutal prison system to remain. =
Towett's questioning over the year 1916, 7
and 1918 will he detailed in the second part o
this essay. The selections will be casual rather
than deliberative. - But they will show how
haustive was his questioning and will compel the

v

an appetite for more. ; 2

As Tirst Commissioner for works in 1924
Government, Jowett rendered a service {0
humanity of great symbolic value. One day it
will be recalled. Meantime, during the days of
sadness, e has every reason to feel seeretly =
proud. When his lifc has passed for ever into. 8
the cver-flowing stream of life of all humanity,
it is well that it should not be forgotten. Jowett
who had questioned the Labour members of the.
Coalition War Government, who had defended
conscience and Anti-Militarism « so fearlessly
during the outcast and outlaw years of 1916- =
1918, gave the rinstruction for the words to be

inscribed  an  Nurse Cavell's
wgh. 1 cann

j0tism. 1S 1ot eno

3ctore he hecame OMINISSIONCE
Works, Jowett had read that these were Edith
Cavell’s last words.  Consequently, he examined
the file of documents relatine to her case and
discovered that the statement was correct. He
enquired as to the omission of these vitally
mgeortant last words, and was assured that it
was within his power, as Minister in Charge of
all similar monuments, to have the words in-
seribed.  Gently and delicately Jowett pursued
his private enquiries and made sure that Nurse
Cavell's next-of-kin would have no objection to
the famous last words being remembered for all
time.  Then, without any publicity, until the job
was done, Jowelt ordered the inscription to be
made.  And to-day, Nurse Cavell, brave
servant of humanity, being dead vet speaketh.

In the heart of Tondon she proclaims her

SO

message : " Patriotism s not enough, [ must
have no hatred or bitterness for anvone.”
Jowett’s name will be linked forever with

these last words because he insisted on a Govern-

ment recording them.  Enemy of war, fearless

defender of a really united Anti-war {ront, |
fowett gave life and hope to Nurse Cavell’s '
nemory and made o dead monument a2 vital e
message of human love and fellowship. ]
(To be concluded.)
[The second and concluding instalment will record
Jowett questioning in Parlinment of 1916-1918
13d. |
S e . |
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