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JANUARY, 1949,

THE DUKE OF BEDFORD
AFFIRMS

HOUSE OF LORDS.
WebNEsDAY, DEc. 3.

The Lord Chancellor took his seat on the
Woolsack.

The Bishop of Ripon took the oath and sub-
seribed the roll. His sponsors were the Bishop
of London and the Bishop of St. Albans,

Th(.: Duk_e of Bedford signed the roll and made
an affirmation, having a conscientious objection
to taking the oath.

—Times report,

Describing the scene, the Daily Telegraph for
December 4, says :—

The Duke of Bedford took his seat in the House.
The Rishop of Ripon had just been introduced with
two bishops at his side, and the customary bowings
and raising of hais to the Lord Chanceilor. The
Duke, wearing a grey lounge suit, with a soft white
collar, stood alone at the Clerk’s table.

The Bishop had taken the oath with the words,
‘“1 swear by Almighty God . . . .’ The Duke de-
clared his conscientious objection to that form and
used t'lég ds, ‘‘ | do solemn!y and sincerely declare
nd a i k 2
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THE CHRISTIAN AND

WAR
By RHYS J, DAVIES, M.P,
(Translation from the Welsh by
Mervyn LI Turner)

[Block kindly lent by the N.U.D.AJY.

[. . . Born in 1877, in Llangennech, Car -
shqu,_ Rhys Davies was brought up ’in th'za:l\tlf;?:h
tradition, and for the frst fifteen vears of his life,
ct_)uid speak but little English. During early years
his health was indifferent, so that his attendance at
schoo! suffered. Three years snent on a farm, how-
€ver, seemed to improve his physique, for he spent
the next ten years of his life as miner in the
Rhondda Valiey.

He was dissatisfied with mining conditions and
devoted himself to the catse of

1. s led to a brea

ery; he became cashier-of the Ton' Pentre Co-
operative Society at 26/- a ‘reek, and married on
that wage. None of his fellow-employees was in a
Trade Union, and his success in organising them
took him to the permanent staff of the National
Union of Distributive and Allied Workers at Man-
chester, in 1907. His election te the City Council
as Labour member eventually followed; he aiso
served on the City’s Education Committee.

In 1918, he was defeated as Parliamentary eandi-
date at West Salford, but was returned for West-
houghton for Labour in 1921. He was Under-
Secretary of State for Home Affairs in the first
Labour Government, in 1924, A serieus illness
prevented him from taking part in the 1929 election
campaign.

Rhys Davies is now a member of the Opposition
Front Bench in the House of Commons. [t may be
that it is his Welsh tradition that makes his
opposition something real and refreshing to pacifists;
his beliefs may not be popular with Members, but
his sincerity and earnestness claim respect. Only a
man of his courage could have spoken so fearlessly
at the 1940 Labour Parliament Conference in
London. His speech was so telling that the B.B.C.
and the ‘““Daily Express’”’ thought it worthy of
sarcastic and sometimes bitter attack. The West-
houghton Labour Party still supports Rhys Davies
faithfully. :

" He specialises in Social Insurance. He did pioneer

- work for widows' and orphans’ pensions.

speaker and an
He has acted as
and a local

Rhys Davies is an eloguent
amateur singer and musician,
nday Schoo! teacher, a choirmaster,

J ,brpaoher ‘with the Welsh Congregationalists.
~ His social and political utterances may not have

him general support, but his sincerity and
?ﬁkr‘hhe'sa sha‘.'e secured for him the respect of
‘women of all shades of opinion.
ade Davies was one of the 42 M.P.s who
th, in opposition, for consoription of
He also moved and spoke strongly against
ription of women.—Ed.]
nothing like war for presenting the
th difficulty and perplexity; he
he stands on almost every question
There is no doubt in his mind con-
s; his judgment is unwavering
perance, adultery and untruth-

-_I"y'iyu: TWOPENCE

'IILJI:::::‘ :Ill(lt'i.tr] he is cx‘nphu:iv enough in his
d clation of war—until the holocaust comes.
1_~ui once the massacre is begun, most Christians
l.l,\”(l\\' their national Government : they clamour
for the defeat of the enemy as if Church and
(;lh:l‘pc! were non-existent and the rudiments of
Christianity unborn. With the advent of war
the funeral of Reason is announced, and Truth
shares the tomb with Christian principles.

- Fivery Britisher, German and Italian abhors
the lesser sins and violently denounces any man
who kills his neighbour. Though he may have
Just cause for complaint against the unfortunate
whom he slew, yet the murderer is hanged. But
m time of war, a man in soldier's clothes is
cecorated and carried shoulder high by the
crowd because he has killed a dozen nationals of
another country whom he had never seen, War
is the most diabolical folly of all!

There is hardly a Christian prepared to justify
any war when the conflagration is over. It is
exceptional to find any Britisher justifying the
South African War, or the last Great War. The
reason is that every Government, on declaring
war, so sublimates its appeal that it convinces
the Churches that the fight is for Religion,
I'reedom, Morality, and the Higher Life. But
mid-way through the catastrophe, the truth comes
to light, and the unfortunate Christian who has

ises that far baser motives

1 4. ate arove IS countrv mto d0S.
This holds good all the world over. Even Hitler

protests that the present war is a campaign for
freedom for Germany. And for every success,
he, just as we do, renders thanks to the same
God.

Here are two example of what happens
amongst present-day Welsh Christians. One man
was for over twenty years treasurer and deacon
of a dignified and important Church in the
North. The members decided recently to loan
£100 from Church funds to the Government to
buy war weapons. As a protest he resigned
from his positions, withdrew his memberhip,
and no longer frequents any place of worship.

The treasurer of another important Church in
the South severed all his Church connections
for entirely different reasons. He was exceed-
ingly enthusiastic that the flock should collect
towards a war weapons fund. When the minister
refused to contribute, he left in high dudgeon,
and he too mnever attends a place of worship.
Which of the two came nearer to interpreiing
the principles of Christianity in relation to war?

There are in (Germany more than thirty million
Roman Catholics, and millions of Protestants.
Tt is said that almost a million copies of the
Bible were sold there during the twelve months
prior to the war. Why, therefore, do the
Catholics of the various countries Kkill one
another? And why do Protestants do likewise?
That question confuses even those who never
attend Chapel or Church, and creates a difficulty
for thousands who profess Christianity.

Think of the millions of Christians who live
in Ttaly and of the millions too in this country
who profess the same faith. How is it that these
people shed one another’s blood? That is the
problem which presents \tse_lf to every man of
reason. It will be borne in mind, of course,
that the Pope and the Vatican are in Rome,
the metropolis of Ttaly.

It is obvious that no Government could, n a
so-ealled Christian country, on any pretext,
declare war if the Churches refused to support
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the campaign. Unfortunately, however, although
their consent on this important issue is never
sought beforehand, the Church leaders are
usually readily prepared to condone what is done
vy their Government. Even Members of Par-
hament are not asked to vote for or against war;
it is also equally true that they are neither given
the opportunity of voting for or against peace.
Every Government, even in this country, arro-
gates to itself the sole right of declaring war,
as well as arranging the peace afterwards.

As the Christian in time of peace is so un-
swervingly opposed to war, why is it that when
his Government decides to shed the blood of its
people he is so violently in favour of fighting?
Do the principles of Christianity allow it? Or
must it be confessed that those prineiples become
impracticable”  After 2,000 years of preaching
and praying, is it prematurce in the history of
man to translate Christian cthics into practice?
Has man yet risen above his barbarity?  The
historian records that for the first three cen-
turies of her history, the Church flatly refused
to support any war in any country, and preached
peace even when Governments persceuted  her
for it. Why the change?

The organised Church is guilty of rejecting the
gospel that man is man wherever he dwells. She
18 not quite sure of the commandment, “Thou
shalt not Kill,"” while she forgets the Golden Rule
except when peace flourishes.

THE GOOD AND EVIL.
he Church has fallen into the error of spread-
he fallacy that all Germans and Italians are
% tishers sai But there are

i Hitler's failings is that 12
nounced judgment on all Jews, protestit
there is not one good man in their midst.

that
But

Giovernment calls.

It is said that

Hitler made the present war;
but

but the question is, who made Hitler?
INSist on beginning to write the history of Furope
as trom 1933 or 1934, That will not do: it is
o1 no availl removing milestones thinking that

by so doing you abolish all scales of measure-
ment,

Some

Che Church lost ground in Britain because
she supported the South African War, By sup
porting the Great War she lost still more. The
statistics  of  our British  Christian  Churches
suggeest that this country is now almost pagan,

What will the position of the Church be at
the end of this war? Her fate will be decided
then by her behaviour now.  The Pope alone
ventures a counsel of reason to day, and even he

in his condemnation of war uses his words
sparingly,
It is unfortunate that more Christians are

ready o die for their CGovernment than suffer for
Troth.  And et us remember that Truth is not
the prerogative of any one nation or country ;
there is no chosen race. It is the Good that ‘s
universally chosen by the Almighty.

A "UNITED' FRONT.

What is most surprising in time of war is the
boast made by Governments that all their people
support them. They punish their critics; they
bully newspaper editors; they cast their
opponents into prison; only the sycophants may

whisper over the Radio; and then they loudly

proclaim a “United” IFront in support of war.

There are those who declare that the only way
to reach the goal of peace is to shed innocent
blood. Such an assertion is as foolish as it is

to say that the surest way to temperance is

It is not sufficient for the
exist merely for christening, marrying
people. It is not enough to create
for peace when all nations are of one

and then unsheathe the sword when

h incbriacy.
to

Has the Christian Church in Europe to-day

something better to offer the people than talk of

Pritishers too

final

victory? When workers strike, sensible
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Saviour lived
the Roman

\‘lill',: carols to cherish the memory of the ;\ll)’(‘l\'
Song with its thoughts of “Peace on earth ‘_-m,l
goodwill to men" when the greatest and the most
absolute Conscientious Objector of all times w

a8
born,

The Furopean Continent is too wicked to
welcome the dove of peace, whilst the statesmen
Furope has produced are ill-suited to receive the
Gospel of Him who rejected the philosophy of
Force. “The angels weep to witness men killing
one another; they are sad when starvation looms
in the distance. Fortunately they may not read
our theirs different tongue, But
they are familiar with our spirit and our wav of
living, What, we wonder, do they think of our
Christian Churches in these dark days?

1% : i
ress ; 15 a

There is no reason for the existence of the
Church unless it has something better to offer
mankind than  Spitfires, Messerschmitts  and
Capronis.  And why is it that we find the clergy,
who themselves are not expected 1o fight, sup-
porting their Governments in all wars? It is
impossible that all Governments can be right: if
it were so, they would not be at war,

That is the problem the Christian has to face
to-day, and it is on his attitude now that he
will be judged when the catastrophe is over,

THE NEW AGE,

By the New Age, we donot mean the German
Indian, Russian or British systems of politics or
cconomics,  You may have more than one
system in any one age; systems depend on the
mind and spirit of those living at the time,
Naturally it is the people who are responsible
for the age in which they live, and not the
Governments.

We need not unravel the past with its mistaken
ideas and its shame, but rather to look into the
future to catch a glimpse of what might well
happen when the present brutish war is over.

Let us hope that the black-out, the gas-mask
and the ear-plugs will be superfluous in that new
age. Lverybody then will be able, we presume,
to buy and eat cheese and butter freely. at
will be an age when it will be possible to sleep
in bed rather than in an Anderson shelter; an
age when the church bells will ring once again,
calling the devout together as of vore——
New Age will come great changes.

) .

u again; house ,;,» tha
promised. Then will new bridges
and rivers great and small, and aeroplanes will
transport the millions to the end of the earth
through cloud and mist and clear sky, without
showering fire-bombs on innocent women and
children on their flights. Then, too, man shall
lie free to express his opinion on the problems of
the day without fear of being tripped up in the
niceties of the law. And then, we hope, the
Radio will be accessible to those whose voice for

‘a time has been silenced.

Perhaps in this New Age every infant shall
have his fill, every child a better cducatiop than
his parents, and every adolescent his fair and

just rights from Authority. Some will have it

that no-one will be idle in that age; mechanical
power will pull every cart on the highway, and

~ the plough will turn the furrows by the same
He P

cess. It will no longer be necessary to work
; : § Sveryaue

(8] 0 da )
worker .shall‘haveylexsure to do as he will, as
if he were a gentleman of means. And no more
will be heard - .

: “Dwyn ei geiniog dan gwynaw;
ioangen en un rhaony v onawe”
l g his pence through suffering:
Sharing the needs of one nine.)
as the Church a mission for the common
‘everywhere to hurl at the oppressor and
o love war? Or is it content to believe
cace is but a slumber between wars; that
; ve n
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POST-WAR RECONSTRUCTION

By The Right Hon. LORD SNELL C.B.E.
(Deputy Leader of The House of Lords)
[Swmmary of An Address Delivered before The

South Place Ethical Society, Conway Hall,
London, W.C.1, on September 14, 1941,]

It should be understood

reporter's condensation of a lecture that took &0

minuets to deliver. The report is disturbed in its

sequences, but it represents what Lord Snell said. it
adds nothing: only condenses.

that this summary is a

[. « . The following report was reproduced
from the ‘‘Monthly Record' of the South Place
Ethical Society by ‘‘The Literary Guide’ for
December, *1841. It seems to us to be a reasoned
and pacific approach to the tragic situation of the
world from the standpoint of one who believes the
war to be right. If peace is to come to the world,
militarists and anti-militarists have to enter into
discussion; men of all races must confer and put
aside antagonisms and hatreds: even Socia! Revo-
lutionists and Social Reformers must meet and
consult in some spirit of fellowship, We welcome
Lord Snell's statement as a basis of discussion and
consideration, in the progress towards wisdom that
humanity must make.

The South Place Ethical Society has given per-
mission for this report to be reproduced in “THE
WORD," after consulting Lord Snell, who raised
no objection. The reference to Lord Snell as deputy
leader of the House of Lords is added by us, to

emphasise the importance of his views, He gpoka
at Conway Hall, naturally, as a private individual,
but his views are not inconsistent with his

position.—Ed. ]

Whenever and however the war may end, we
shall be face to face with a world that is economi-
cally, politically, socially, and even morally, dis-
organised. There will be a clamour for the
immediate solution of problems at present m-
soluble.  This will include territorial, imperial,
and diplomatic problems, and the consequences of
wrong decisions will be so grave that everybody

ould eve now be thinking about the shape of

WO ‘Civilisation cannot again afford
) e of the
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the dangers
teps are

b
by
E 3

T'HE WORD
excused at the present time. We have had
hundreds of years of

: ' preparation; but the
Germans have been taught and have followed a
philosophy which extols the virtue of power and
success. lrhc_\' held they could get all they
desired by force, which is their first principle of
State. That philosophy is quite different from
our own; we have felt that our good would be
most assured through the good of others, We
have never felt that it could be obtained by
trampling down other people. Tt is dangerous to
assume that Germany, after the war, would be
willing to approach the world in our way

} ; there
15

| n.n‘lllin;\' i her history or present temper (o
justify ‘l]ml behief. The Germans are intelligent,
nyllmlrmus, courageous, aggressive, and at times
highly sentimental, but they have the souls of
slaves. They are abedient 1o authority, and will-
ing to do wretched things when ordered to do so.
That represents a difference from our own out-
look on the world, When ~Hitler says, “ Do
that,” all the people say “ Amen.' We must
learn that he is the personification of the German
philosophy.  There has always been a noble
minority in Germany : Goethe, Hegel, Kant,
Lessing, Bach, and Beethoven did not accept the
Nazi philosophy; those great spirits knew the
weakness of their own people.  We must try to
solve this difficulty. It is necessary to assume
that the Allies will he suceessful in order that
we may be able to plan the future. The problem
is whether we can get psychological unity
between Germans and the rest of the world.

One proposal is that Germany should be split
up into small principalities. That is purely re-
pression, and we must not waste time in examin-
ing it. Then there is the pacifist view that we
must risk everything for pacification.  If that
should prove wrong our children will suffer just
as we are suffering.  There is the problem of dis-
armament, 1t must take place, as it is essential
for the security of the world,  We must ask
whether our Allies will stand by us in the re-
shaping of a new Eurdpe. That would depend
n the peace proposals, and we must

1 lisation of the fac

a1
ay be a peace guaranteed
le combination of the

* That would give us
form in which a new

that

an be re-shaped there m
the alm 1
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han to suppress them;
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ike revenge, but there

+ to happen to
kept there or
would be
ded over to the
ossibility that the
1ain in power
not saying that

of Furope as a whole, Men will be demobilized
and available for industry in millions far in ex-
cess of the supply of raw materials, most of
which will be in the wrong place. We should,
therefore, already be preparing to bring people
and raw materials together, In many materials
there will be a world shortage. There may have
to be international rationing, and perhaps a
scheme of priorities,  Old factories will have
hf'un destroyed, or have become out of date.
There will be a house shortage, although camps
may afford some measure of relief, European
credit will have gone, food ln'.')lhu'l'mn will have
own \‘U\In\l“\':‘ Reflect on the ])\'n\l.’\\llt' condition
been decreased, land will be spoiled, inflation will
threaten, and almost certainly vitality will he
lowered,  Unemployihent may be great, and we
cannot exclude the grim possibility of famine.
How do we. stand as. a nation?  Notice the
enormously increased capacity of the U.S.A. and
of the Dominmons® during this war <ach has

built up vast secondary industries and productive
power.

[s it to be supposed that when the war is
over America will abandon this increased power,
or that the Dominions will abolish their
secondary industries? Shall we attempt to defend
ourselyes Dby industrial tariffs and intensify
cconomic nationalism? . There is the problem of
India, with three hundred and fifty million people
being brought into industry at a very low level of
social life. Our duty is to preserve our standards
as far as we can, [f we could satisfy the demand
which exists in Africa, the West Indies, and in
India for an improved standard of living a
demand for our exports may be created. That
would help. We must have increased efficiency
as to new processes, and be ready to start new
industries. We must beware of a return to an
era of cheap sweated products in order to be able
to undersell Asiatic goods. - The way out is to
secure  economic security on an international
scale.  We must preserye our standards through
the International Labour Office. Not only is this
the best of the instruments created after the last
= :

; 4 ‘0l will have

and debt. It represents a staggering burden.
The loan services may frighten many of us. Do
not despair. Look at what really happens. A
nation lives on its current production, and if we
can s0 organize our production as to meet day-
“by-day expenses, colossal as the burden is, capital
debt will then be manageable, and T think we can
emerge without any serious deterioration in our
standard of life. Much depends on the quality
of leadership. The forces of democratic society
cannot survive unless our leaders are enlightened
and enduring. The influence of leadership may
be seen to-day in Britain, China, South Africa,
and America. We must encourage men with
creative gifts whose attitude towards life will be
progress without disorder or reaction.

I believe, though the times are dark, that we
need not despair. We do not always see the
coming light, but it will surely come. The
leaders, too, will ajppear if we desire them. ‘Who
knows in what school or in what society to-day
young leaders may be receiving their strength?
One of our chief duties is to prepare the way for
them, and to know them when they come.

SOUTH PLACE ETHICAL SOGIETY
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IN THE COPPERBELT
CREECH JONES V. GEORGE HALL

(Concluded from page 55.)

L « Creech Jones’s Commons speech (April 10,
1841) in defence of the native workers engaged in
the Northern Rhodesian Copperbelt has been repro-
duced in these columns for November and December,
1941. In the November issue (page 40) we detailed
the trade unionist and political career of Mr. George
Henry Hail, the present Parliamentary Under-
Secretary of State to the Colonial Office. Below we
summarise the discussion that followed the speech
made by our comrade. Then came Hall's apology,
which almost resclved itself into a debate between
Creech Jenes and George Hall, Space diffioulties
has compelled us to reduce Hall's apologies largely
to his factuai statement. This is a pity, for his
qualifying phrases and modes of approach spoke
volumes. Hall revealed himself as an apologist for
Government, functioning as the exeoutive committee
of the absentee financial expiloiting class, and its
agent on the spot. Creech Jones challenged from
the standpoint of the workers' rights, and the need
for useful administration and development.—Ed.]

Mr. Ernest Evans (University of Wales) fol-
lowed Creech Jones. He defended the
Goyvernor of Northern Rhodesia, and declared
that its poley was liberal. He spent some
time in the Copperbelt in 1938.

Mr. Evans is a K.C. and was Liberal M.P.
for Cardiganshire from 1918-23. He has sat
for the University since 1934. Ile is the son
of a late Town Clerk of Cardiganshire and is
B.A. of 'rinty’ College, Cambridge. It is not
surprising that he should be wanting in the

proletarian realistic understanding of our
“comrade Creech Jones.
Mr. Edmund Harvey (combined IEnglish

Universities) spoke next. His speech was a
poor, compromising affair, full of pious good
will that lacked any suggestion of translation
into worth-while reality, and concluded by

expressing every confidence in the Under-
Secretary and the Secretary of State.
The Under-Secretary of State tor (the

Colonies, Mr. George Hall, spoke next. We
can only make extracts from this amazing
_speech, which ought to be read in full in the
Official Report.

Hall referred to the death, the previous day,

.of Sir John Maybin, the Governor of the
Territory since August, 1938: spoke of his
capacity as an administrator, his 25 years ex-
perience of Colonial affairs, and added: ““He
“had great charm of manner and his outsta.n(}-
ing qualities of tact and sympathy and his
_sterling characier won him the esteem and
admiration of those who knew him.”

Hall proceeded to pay a tribute to the Com-
mission regponsible for the Report that Creech
Jones had discussed. Hall considered ‘‘the
" Commission, made up of Sir John Foster, Sir

. Walter Bughanan-Smith, and Mr. Dagleish, a
~ woll-balanced Commission.”

 This brings us to the passage of arms

_ between Jones and Hall.

Mr. Ceorge Hall stated that “my hon.
T ( tgg member for Shipley, was perhaps a

ttle critical.” He developed his factual
1y to Creech Jones’ critical challenge :—

he Copperbelt was first discovered only in 1925.

ntil 1929, there was progress. There

k owing to the world depression of

om 1934 there has been considerable

fend has raised the question

,,yl_h4on !I'i industry to the Territory,
S f the faot that,

e of Northern

ining comp

per ocent. of the

* substantial_increases have been
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revenue, but in the number of people employed in
the Copperbelt. In 1830 the number was 15,000. . . .
In 1832 the number siumped to 7,000. At the
present time the number is from 26,000 to 28,000,
That, of course, does not include the Eurup.(r.ms
employed. They vary between 3,600 and 3,800-in
other words, at the rate of one European to every
10 Altrlcnns in the Copperbelt, The importance of
this industry can be judged from the fact that the
amount of ocopper at present being produced in
hfurll_mrn‘Rhodcsiu IS about 300,000 tons a year. . .
:lhc rerritory has overtaken Canada, which was
tormerly the greatest producer of copner in the
wol"ld. The reserves of this valuabie hig‘h-ura(lc ore
in the Territory amount to about 750,000,000 tons
0 the source of the Territory's prosperity may l)é
regarded as permanent. . ., .

It was hecause of the strike of 1940 that the
Commission was appointed, My hon. Friend referred
to the delay in the pubiication of the Report, Tha
delay was largely due to communioations having to
pass between Northern Rhodesia and this country.
| might add that had the Commission been appointed
by the Colonial Offioe here there would have heen
4 oertaln amount of doiay, for the same reason.
My §1011. Friend will vealise the ditficulties of com-
munigation and of transgort. We have the Report
before us. The Colonial Ofiice, in addition to sub-
mltAimg the Roport, have supmitted a statement,
Biving the recommendations and dealing with the
result of the negotiations between the Northern
Riodesian  Govermnent and the mine managers.

+ + + When you oxamine the changes which have
taken place, you find that the companies have not
only conceded almost everything asked for in the
Report of the Commission, but in some cases have
gone a littfe farther. The acceptance by the mining
companies eof the recommendations, and what they
have done in addition, are, in my opinion, proof
of their co-operation. My hon. Friend dealt with
the cause of the dispute and also with the wages
question and other attendant guestions. . , .

I shall therefore not go hack into its history, hut
cenie straight away to the question of wages. There
was one thing te which my hon. Friend did not
refer when he complained aboui the amount of
wages paid in the compound. He did not mention
the fact that, in addition to wages, houses were
previded, and food, not cnrly for the worker, but for
members of his family, and aiso a certain allowance
for the renewal of clothes, all of which, of course,
are an addition {o the wages which are paid to the
African workers.

Mr. CREECH JONES: | took the allowances for
granted; everyone knows that they are made. 1
was merely trying to get a contrast between the
total cash wage bill and the other income from the
industry.

Mr. HALL: [ agree that people who know the
conditionis of the Copperbelt kne¥: that, in addition
to the wages that are paid, there are other allow-
ances given, and when one comes to balance the
wages and the value of what is given in addition,

* 1 am not sure witether that which is given in addi-

tion tp wages does not exceed the amoint of the
wages that are paid. But ! want to put it on record
that, in addition to wages, there are these other
outgoings. Far be it from me to say that I am
entirely satisfied with the amount of wages paid
even in accordance with this recommendation, but
I am sure that my hon. Friend, as the hon. Member
for the University of Wales (Mr. Ernest Evans) has
already done, will see that you cannot relate the
wages paid to all Africans in the Copperbelt to
the wages paid to Europeans, nor the wages paid
to Africans in Northern Rhodesia with the wages
paid to the people in this country. The only way
in which you can relate wages is to relate them to
those which are paid in the territory itself,

Mr. CREECH JONES: Not altogether.

Mr. HALL: I am not suggesting that they should
be entirely related and kept down tn the level of
the wages which are paid, but we have to take into
consideration the re!ationship as between the one
and the other. 1 would call the attention of my
hon Friend to paragraph 26 of the Report, which
points out that until 19268, when industrial develop-
ment on a large scale commenced, there were very
few Africans who had been employed in semi-skilled
work, and a large number who had done nothing
Lut rough labour, for which only 5s. per month,
plus food, was paid.

Mr. CREECH JONES: Scandalous.

Mr. HALL: ! agree, but even at the present time
the Commission rewort that, relating the wages,
previously given in the Copperbelt to those which
are paid on the railways, in agrioulture and in
sepondary Industries, they are not excessive but are
in excess. Let me take the wages as thay have
been fixed in accordance with :he rl'eoontmmandat‘lgn:
( ommission. | am not going to say tha
o & agreed to, huti lnd-
oreases have been agreed upon, If my hon. Frien
or z{;a; hon. Member in this House will look at the

3 emont which was issuedt with this report, he
' :‘Iti'alllt; :seo that the imaximum has been increased, in
‘some instanoes, from 50s. per ticket to 100s. per

Tho surfaco maximum has increased from

ticket. The minintum

has increased by 2s. 6d. per ticket, which |g not
very much. As my hon, Friend has said, it is about
a penny a day. That is so, but he himself got
confused in connection with the payment of thege
wages, and | can understand it. 1 had for Mmany
years some experience in dealing with the pay
tickets of South Wales miners, and the way ip

which tnuse wages are assessed and arrived at jg
almost as complicated as was the case in Solith
Wales, He said that the 2s. 6d. per ticket cost-of-

living bonus was regarded as an efficiency bonus
and 'was on'y paid in accordance with the wishes
or at the discretion of the compound manager,
May 1 assure him that that is not so. The cost-of-
living bonus is paid because of the increase in the
cost of living.

Mr. CREECH JONES: May | point out that the
suggestion was very clearly made that the compound
manager may deduct from that bonus in the light
of his views as to indiscipline or inefficiency on the
part of the worker.

Mr. HALL: | feel sure that my hon. Friend is
under a misapprehension in connection with that
bonus, It may be that, with regard to other efficiency
bonuses the compound manager has the power which
he has asoribed to him, but as far as that honus is
vonceérned, it is purely a cost-of-living bonus, |
have stated that, in addition to wages, there are
free rents, house accommodation for the married,
with free rations for the family, and there is a
bonus system for efficiency and other purposes, and
then we come to the question of clothing.

Mr. CREECH JONES: This is purely on a ques-
tion of fact. The Commission recommended the
de_uucuun from bonus for disciplinary purposes but
this was unacceptable to the Northern Rhodesian
Government.

Mr. Mall concluded the debate. ‘I'he reader
is referred to rthe Ofticial Report for his
apologies.  Creech Jones's indictment and plea
stand, ‘They are unanswerable.

By GORDON STOTT
(Adwocate;  prospective Parliamentary Labour
Candudate for West Edinburgh).

[. . . The following short editorial by our comrade,
Gordon Stott, appeared in the Edinburgh ‘*Clarion **
for November, 1941. It is interesting to note that
the same issue of our contemporary publishes a
letter of greeting from Herbert Morrison, dated
October 27, 1941.—Ed.]

Imprisonment of a British citizen without trial
1s an odious business at best. The Clerion has
alway urged that wherever possible an internee
should be furnished with a clear statement of
the charges against him and have the right to
answer them before a properly constituted court.
But 1f people are to be interned we should see
to it that they are the right people—not the
innocent and harmles, but those who constitute
a real danger to the community.

The Sunday Times is conducting a campaign
for the internment of the Duke of Bedford. The
Duke is a Christian pacifist. He believes that
there is a spark of goodness in every man, even
the worst. He believe that there may be some
good even in Hitler—and he has been rash
enough to say so.  The Duke may be quite
wrong. His opinion may be absurd. But it does
no harm to anyone. There will always be room
in the world for the expression of charity and
loving kindness—even towards those who least
deserve it.

But what of the Sunday Times itself? Week
by wecek, this influential newspaper publishes an
article by Lord Vansittart. Lord Vansittart has
no understanding of the economic and social
causes which lie at the root of war. He knows
nothing of the struggle of the working people in
all countries. His views are based on a fantastic
racial theory, which is nothing else than inverted
Hitlerism. They are backed up with half-truths
and unsound gencralisations. Even if he were
right in his pretended “diagnosis,” he has no
“emedy to offer, but is content simply to stir up
hatred and bitterness and despair destroyving the
effect of the Russian propaganda of social justice
for all, and doing Goebbels” work by implanting
in German minds the certain fear of a peace
worse than Versailles.

Lf there are to be internments at all, why not
Vansittart and the editor of the Sunday Tones?
They and their like are far more dangerous than
any pacifist Duke. They-—however well-inten-
tioned——are helping Hitler. They are prolonging
the war, :




THE STRANGE CASE OF

MR. TOM JOHNSTON
By F. W. JOWETT

[ Reprinted from the ‘‘ Bradford 1.L.P. News,"
Sept. 26. This essay will be read with interest by
all Socialists living in Glasgow who recall Johnston's
one-time ‘‘ Sccialist War Points,”’ and his exposure
of Lloyd George's Parkhead meeting. -Ed.|

In vears which are now far away in the dim
and distant past I read in one of the novels ofi
Charles Dickens about a person of queer
character who in the most appallingly distressing
circumstances could always be cheerful. Mark
Tapley was the name Dickens gave this peren-
nially cheerful person. Mark had been led by
alluring prospects to settle in a remote region of
America but found when he got there he had to
build his home in a swamp on the road to no-
where.  But, in his mind's eye, Mark could sce
the sunny side when really there was no sun, so
to speak, for there was absolutely nothing on
which to base his optimism.

I remembered this queer character in the
Dicken's novel when [ read the report of a speech
made by Mr. Tom Johnston, Secretary for Scot-
land, in last Monday's Yorkshire Observer.

Mr. Tom Johnston, formerly editor of the
Glasgow Forward, and a merciless critic of all
contentedly comfortable politicians, in or out of
office, has now become the Mark Tapley of
politics. He is no longer a critic but a purveyor
of assurances in a world bristling with injustice
and black with peril for the common people for
whom he previously used his pen so vigorously.

peaking last Sunday to Civil Defence
lingshire, Mr. Johnston is reported
d) as follow
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siderations to be taken into account. One is that,
whereas the series of attacks last vear in which
the German losses were so heavy \‘Amnlx;n‘ml with
ours, were attempts at precision hombing  at
definite targets in daylight or bright moonlight,
%lu- change-over afterwards to ui:lil bombing Wis
intended quite as much to destroy life and pro

perty with the abject of destroyving the morale of
the civilian population. '

To this latter form of air-warfare Prime
Minister Churchill has challenged Hitler's Nazi
Germany, and for months, whilst the German air
farce has been held in deadly combat hy Soviet
Russia (to our very great relief) the Rritish
press and the British radio have been boasting of
the losses of life and property inflicted by British
night-bombing raids on German towns.

There is nothing so surc as that the next great
change in German war strategy, when the ex-
pected winter stabilisation of the battlefront far
into the interior of Soviet Russia can be effected,
will be that Churchill’s challenge will be answered
and reprisals in kind will follow.

If Mr, Tom Johnston had been the same man
as he was in the last war, with the same outlook
as he had then, he would have been warning the
people of what is to be expected of this mad
night bombing competition and indicating the
Party leaders who lend themselves to supporting
it instead of making cvery possible effort to
stop it.

Nor would he fail to warn the people of the
madness of political leaders who talk of disarm-
g Germany and  kecping Germany forcibly
disarmed for twenty years or some undeclared
period by means of Anglo-American military
domination. Anything more sure to keep the war
going for many more years yet could not possibly
be imagined, for it means the invasion of
Germany with sufficient force to occupy i, at
least for some considerable tume. An adventure
that could only be regarded as a possibility by the
extravagant stretch of wishful thinking.
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1)
in the last war by making a comparison, very
vaguely and insidiously, which is not only mis-
leading but insultingly ridiculous, as his com-
parison was i his statement about food.

= O1 course we have avoided the worst perils of
inflation.  We are not yet in the position Mac-
donald and Snowden  deseribed at the 1931
l'l‘n tion to frighten the people and help Montague
\||111\:\)|, as agent for the Bank of England and
New York's Wall Street, to crucify the British
people on the golden cross of the Gold Standard.,
But we are heading straight for a £20,000
millions debt and a large part of the debt already
recorded is for the loan of bank created credit
wmoney-—counterfeit money—inflation,

I Mr. Tom Johnston had been the same man
with the same outlook as the Tom Johnston of the
last war he would not only be attacking the
thimble-rigging methods of the financiers but he
would be exposing the share pushing speculatiors
and the war munitions profits scandal.  So far
from encouraging people to hope for a financial
tie-up with Wall Street as. a guarantee of post-
war security, he would be warning them that this
tie-up is a danger to be avoided. The wealth and
resources of this country will pass in pawn to
Wall Street, with the Bank of England and
sritish finance as agent and our ruling classes as
bailiffs, if the British people can be induced to
accept the complacent attitude of the new Tom
Johnston, the contented and comfortable politician
of to-day.

FROM NEW ZEALAND

We have received an interesting letter from
our comrade, S. Wignall, Hon. Organiser of the
Rationalist Association of New Zealand. The
declaration of this Association states :

‘““The Rationalist Associations of New Zealand
have similar objects to the Rationalist Assocfation

N : Buildings, 0
and Street, Auckland, C.1.~ Perhaps our New
Zealand readers will note this address. From
here they can obtain the writings or orations of
Thomas Paine, Richard Carlile, Robert Inger-
soll, etc.

Under date of October 14, Comrade Wignall
writes :— :
‘““Dear Mr. Aldred,—Very many thanks for the
literature sent.

A Mr. Sam Anderson, a member of this Associa-
tion, of Arapuni, says he knew you in the early days.

As a political paper 1 consider your ‘‘“WORD'
of very high standing, and the people of Britain are
very fortunate in having such a paper available for
the small sum of 3/- per annum. The quality of the
paper is only exceeded by the reading material
thereon. However, from this Association’s stand-
point it is necessary to avoid the political view and
approach and consider from the religious aspect.

The Life of Mr. Thomas Paine is very ably written
indeed and to one who, like myself, finds satisfaction
and sources of emulation in biographies, it is highly
appraised and appreciated. Have not yet read the
Life of Richard Carlile, but 1 sometimes feel dis-
gusted to find his name omitted from certain
encyclopaedias while so much attention is devoted
to Thomas Carlyle, who without a doubt is hope-
lessly behind the times notwithstanding a good
~command. of English. .

- Of course, we have to face many difficulties as all
struggling minority efforts have to; none will know
this better than you. Still we are glad to report a
steady trend in our direction and there can be ne
letting up on the struggle if the forces of progress
are to irlu_mpha S iy
In conclusion please accept our admiration for the
geous stand, the unflinching determination and

r are doing, even though we may
: ~ way with your viewpoint.
eaches us that all progress
yourself, willing te sufer
ersecution, in order that pos-

‘benefit and follow in your

sy
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PROGRESS

MONEY AND

SOME LESSONS FROM AMERICAN
FINANCIAL HISTORY
By
THE DUKE OF BEDFORD

_History provides no parallel, either in point
of view of duration or extent, for the exploita-
tion of the people of the world by international
financiers operating an anti-social monetary
system, The exploitation of labour by capital is
mere child’s play by comparison !

\s the exploitation of nations by their finan-
ciers is still going on in most of the so-called
Democracies; and as the methods employed are
much the same in different parts of the waorld,
episodes connected with the early history of
Finance in the United States are neither devoid
of interest nor out-of-date for the student of
monetary reform.

In the early part of the eighteenth Century,
Pennsylvania, then, of course, a British Colony,

adopted a monetary system which, though not
absolutely ideal from the point of view of
modern progressive economists in that it did
not effect a careful adjustment between the
supply of money and the supply of goods, had
nevertheless some excellent commonsense

features and was attended by most satistactory
results.

The Pennsylvania Government created new
paper money and lent it to settlers who were
desirous of clearing land for productive purposes
and putting up buildings. David Hume, an
English Historian, describes the method as
follows :—

«|n Pennsylvania the land itself is coined. The
planter immediately after purchasing land can go to

a public office and receive notes fo the amount of

half his land, which notes he employs in all pay-

ments. No more than a certain sum is issued to
. one planter and he must pay back each year into
the public Treasury one- he ™
they are all paid back, he

This caused a prosperity that Burks

paralieled.”

Benjamin Franklyn wrote:

«abundance reigned in Pennsylvania and there
was peace in all her borders. A more happy and
prosperous population could not perhaps ke found
on the globe. In every home there was comfort.
The people generally were highly moral and know=
fedge was extensively diffused.”

“In every home there was comfort "—some of
us, before the war at any rate, werc mclmeg to
feel sceptical when references were made to “the
good old times,” thanking our stars that we did
not live in what we were inclined to regard as
an age of semi-barbarism! It is true that the
“g00d old times” had their bad features. Savage
penalties were inflicted for very minor offences;
superstition was rife; medical knowledge was
almost absent; and people seldom or never
washed themselves! On the other hand, if we
go back far enough in the history hoth of this
country and of America, we really do reach a
period when, in certain most important direc-
jons, the “good old times” were really g0od.
embers of the weekly-wage carning class had
far more comfort and security than many of
hem have been able to enjoy for many a long
‘and, if penalties for infringement of the
ce foolishly severe, adequate protection by
the rights of the citizen was in
irections better established. ~In some

have not p‘rogxessed»through the cen-

wve actually gone back, various
of which, in this country,
e neglect of the old Common
{amental principles and the
ently inferior Statute Laws

by 4

Acts of Parliament; the
‘and corruption of Members

can repeat the oparation.
said was un-

ancial tyranny; the -

e failure of the people to
terest in public affairs and
; ected repre-
modern Social evils

Bite ! 1
attributed to mechanisa and the

the

neen tion
§

: D :
1l era, but had it not been for

) i naore
damental

factors already alluded to, the
::1 1istrial  system  would have heen properly
directed and controlled and would have been a
benefit to all instead of a curse to many
Reverting to the American Colonies, the sub-
sequent history of Pennsylvania was extremely
sad and teaches a lesson from which we can well
profit to-day. Peter Cooper, one of the early
American patriots gives the following descrip
tion of what took place. “When Franklyn was
brought before the Parliament of Great Britain
and questioned as to the cause of the wonderful
prosperity growing up in the Colonies, he plainly

stated that the cause was the convenience they
found in exchanging their various forms of
labour, one with another, by paper money which
has been adopted; that this paper money was not
only used in the payment of taxes; but in addi-
tion it had been declared legal tender. [t rose
to two or three per cent. above the par value
of gold and silver, as everybody preferred its
use, One of its advantages was its security
against theft as it could be easily carried and
hidden on account of its having no bulk, as all
kinds of specie (coin) must necessarily have.
After Franklyn explained this to the ~British
Government as the real cause of prosperity, they
immediately passed laws forbidding the ])fl)'lﬂcﬁl
of taxes in that money(!). This produced such
great misery and inconvenience to the people
that it was the principal cause of the Revolution.
A far greater reason for a general uprising than
the Tea and Stamp Act was the faking away of
the paper money.”

John Twells, of London, tells much the same
story. In describing the Pennsylvanian experi-
ment and its fate he says:

 This was the monetary system under which the
American Colonists prospered to such an extent
that Burke said of them ‘ Nothing in the history of
the world is like their progress.’” It was a wise
and beneficial system and its effects were most
conducive to the happiness of the people. Half the
valus of his land was advanced to the head of the
family in notes—whish_circulated.as money. With
theee notes he ocould hirs labour and purchase
instruments of husbandry and cattls, and thus,
where without thsse netss one acre could be cleared
and stooked in a year, ten would, by the acsistance
of the paper meney advanced, ba reclaimed from the
forest and randered preductive. In an evil hour the
British Government took away from America its
repressntative monsy . . . Now mark ths conse-
quences. Ruin seized upon these aonce flourishing
Colonics: the most severe dietress was brought home
t{o every interest and every family.”'

After the United States became independent,
the Government for a time issued its own paper
notes which were known as ° greenbacks.”
Although the plan was a sound one and was
described by Col. Edward Taylor in 1864 as
“the greatest blessing the people of the Republic
had ever had,” it aroused the determined opposi-
tion of the financiers, who obtained no tribute of
interest from a kind of money which they were
not able to issue for their own profit in the form
of loans. The battle, unfortunately stccessful,
which they waged to secure control of the issuc
of American paper money, produced some most
revealing documents in the form of a correspon-
dence carried on in 1863 between the London
banking frm of Rothschild Brothers, and the
firm of Ikleheimer, Morton and Vandergould
which had its headquarters in Wall Street, New
York. The following are quotations from the
correspondence.  Rothschild Brothers wrote :

“A Mr. John Sherman has written to us from a
town in Ohia as to the profite which are to be made
in the National Banking business under a recent
Aot of your Congress (an Aot which had the
ultimate effect of getting rid of the state Bank
notes just referred to). Mr. Sherman deolares that
there has never before been guch an opportunity for
capitalists to accumulate money as that presented
py this Aot and that the old plan of State banks is
.so unpopular that the new socheme Will, by mere
contrast, be most favourably regarded, notwith-
standing the faot that it gives the National Banks
almost a complete control over the national finances.
“The fow who oan understand the system' he says,
‘will either bs 9o interssted in its progfits or so
dependent on its favours that there will be no
upposition from that olass;, while, on the other hand,
the groat body of the peopls, nientaly incapable of

s

comprehending the tremendous advantages that
capital derives from the system, will bear its burdens
without complaint and perhaps without even suspeots
ing that the system Is inimical to their interests,' "

Mi

“capital " in the

In the above, Sherman 18 using the term
restricted i bankers'
capital, as the system which he advocated was
often prove as inimical to employers in

industry as to weekly-wage earners.

sense

(48]

The reply of Ikleheimer, Morton and Vander-
13"‘\11-1, praising Mr. Sherman and drawing the
picture of the perfect politician from the finan-
ciers’ standpoint, is really a gem :

‘‘The fact that Mr. Sherman speaks well of such
an myeslment. or of any simllar one, is certainly
not without weight for that gentieman possesses In
a marked degree the distinguishing charaocteristics
of tho_ successful modern financier. His tempera-
ment is such that whatever his feelings may be they
never cause him to lose sight of the main chance,
'Hp is young, shrewd and ambitious. He has fixed
his eye upon the Presidency of the United States
and is already a member of Congress. He rightly
thinks that he has everything to gain both politi-
oally :_md financially (he has financlal ambitions too)
by bamg friendly with men and institutions having
large financial resources and whioch, at times, are
not too partioular in their methods, either in ob't:xin-
ing government aid or protecting themselves from
uqfru_:ndiy legislation. We trust him here implicitly
His intelleot and ambition combine to make hin;
exceedingly valuable to us. Indeed, we predict that
|'lih|i;1 Itltf\etbohspared he will prove to be the best
rien at the monied inter
LT, ests of the world have

\\1\'11 this letter M [kleheimer, Morton
and Vandergould enclosed a circular, dcscribing
the new banks they hoped to found and the
profits they hoped to make thereby. Two items
in this circular are worth quoting :

‘‘The interest on the bonds, plus the int
.the. currency which the bont?s seoure, :l'::tt‘l’l:
incidentals of the business ought to make the gross
earnings of the bank amount to from 28 to 33 1/3
per cent. 'The amount of dividends that may be
declared will depend largely on the salaries the
officers of the bank vote themselves and the charac-
ter and rental charges of the premises occupied by
the bank as a place of business. In case it is
thought best that the showing of profits should not
appear too large, the now common plan of having
the directors buy the bank building and then raising
the rent and the salaries of the President and
Cashier may be adopted.”

“‘National Banks are privileged tc increase or
contract their circulation at will and can, of courss,
grant or withhold loans as they see fit. As the
banks have a national organisation and can easily
act tegether in withholding loans or extending time,
it follows that they can, by united action in
refusing to make loans, cause a stringency in the
money market and, in a single week, or even in a
single day, cause a decline in all the products of
the country. The tremendous possibilities of
speculation involved in this centrol of the money of
a eountry like the United States will at onoce be
understood by all bankers."’

Readers may not be altogether surprised to
learn that the letter ends: “Requesting that you
will regard this communication as strictly con-
fidential I’

On one occasion when, during their drive to
financial power, the banks succeeded in getting
a measure passed which subsequently aroused
the resentment even of the ignorant American
public and of their representatives in the Legis-
lature, the banks adopted a very cute dodge when
the time came for the cnactment of another
measure with the same objective. They opposed
it, calculating that the members of the Legisla-
ture, being suspicious of their activities but too
ignorant of Finance to understand the purport
of the new law, would conclude that, as they
opposed it, it must be in the national interests
and should therefore be passed. The ruse
succeeded perfectly and the American ILegisla-
ture passed it!

One or two prominent American Statesmen
whose honesty exceeded their knowledge of the
financial system, realised too late the evil charac-
ter of the measures they had been induced to
support. Mr. P. Chase, the Secretary of the
Treasury, who had urged upon %resident
Lincoln and upon Congress the passing of the
National Banking Act which was instrumental
in doing away with the State issue of paper
money, 1s said to have made the following
statement :

My agenoy in seouring the passi of the
Natfonal Bank Aot was the srg:hs':x financial
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mistake of my life. It has built up a monopoly
which affects every interest in the country. 1t
should be repealed."

Abraham Lincolm who had taken Mr. Chase’s
advice, realised shortly before his death the evil
effects which were to flow from the creation of
the National Banking System. In a letter
written, in 1864 he says:

‘I see in the near future a crisis approaching
that unnerves me and causes me to tremble for the
safety of my ocountry. As a result of the war,
Corporations have been enthroned and an era of
corruption in high places will follow and the money
power of the country will endeavour to prolong its
reign by working upon the prejudices of the people
until all wealth is aggregated in a few hands and
the Republic is destroyed. 1 feel at this moment
more anxiety for the safety of my country than ever
before, even in the midst of war. God grant that
my suspicions prove groundless."

Alas, subsequent history has proved that
President Lincoln’s fears were only too well
grounded. An able American monetary
reformer has written of the present Adminis-
tration ;

‘‘President Franklin D. Roosevelt went into office
vowing to drive the money changers from the
temple; but instead of doing so, he turned the
‘temple’ almost completely over to them. He has
given the usurers more tax-free seourities than any
President, during peace time, in history. He has
printed Bonds instead of currency at a time when
there has been as great a need for more ourrency.
than at any time in history, if not greater. (Bonds
are pieces of paper issued by a government which
give the holders the right to interest obtained from
taxation. These Bonds, within the wide limits set
by their loans and cash reserves, the banks can buy
with new money created by merely filling-in cheques.
In this extremely simple way they obtain a substan-
tial income at the expense of the taxpayer.) it
seems doubtful if the President was ever in actual
sympathy with the legislation (legislation making
possible the issue of more money.) To quiet those
who sponsored the legislation he permitted it to be
enacted, but reserved the power of making use of
it and has then just failed to do so. His adminis-
tration has made a record for producing one incon-
sistency after another. He has played the oart of
a typical politician who kids and tries to please

everyone, but in the end, satisfied no one. He has
temporised, qualified, and impetentized almost
everything that held forth some real hone. Having

been born with a gold spoon in his mouth and in a
banker envirenment, it is difficult te ses how much
could have bean sxpected from him which ceuld have
worked for the benefit of the masess.”’

THE DUKE OF BEDFORD

The Scots Socwhst, Glasgow, for Decemirer,
1941, published the following editorial on the
Duke of Bedford :—

Ths heresy hunt against the pacifist Duke has
commenced, with all the swinish ferecity usually
assoclated with Goebells. The hate and vindiotive-
ness oozee out ef the English prees, and pereens
like Morrison, the paocifist of the Iast mar, when he
was of military age, use evwery opportunity te
attack him with a display of savagery equalled anly
by Streicher, the dew baiter. We note in passing,
however, that ne respsctable Scottich newspapar has
jolned the heresy hunt; only the English fifth column
press in Seotland has sunk to the level of the Nazi
press,

We are glad that Lord Ponsonby has rushed te
defend the Duke, at the risk of himselif being in-
cluded in the hunt, and his reference ts Morrisen
and his gestapo was amply justified.

This display shows just how democratic England
is and how much of the Nazi philosophy has been
absorbed. That the Duke is entitled to his opinions
and ths right to propagate them is unassailbable
and any attempt to prevent him from exercising his
fundamental rights as a free citizen will be
strenuously opposed by all who still believe in and
are determined to preserve real democraoy.

We have been overwhelmed with letters com-
cerning the Duke of Bedford’s attitude. Also
we have a considerable number of interesting
press comments. These will be dealt with fully
next month.
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THE EDITOR’S TRIALS
IN THE DOCK

o ———

11.—GLASGOW SEDITION
TRIAL, 1921

{Continued from page 53).

VIill—"EVENING CITIZEN," GLASGOW.
The Evening Citigen, for Monday, June, 20,
1921, reported the trial beneath the following
headings :—

SEDITION CHARGE.

3 Men and a Woman, :
PUBLICATION OF THE ‘“‘RED COMMUNE."
Chats on Philosophy.

The report detailed items of the charge and
evidence not included in the reports quoted
already as follows :—

Thres men and a woman appeared before Lord
Skerrington in the High Court of Judiciary to-day
on a sedition charge. . . .

One article is alleged to have stated that the
platform of Communism consisted of the following
five planks, namely . . . .

It was a'so stated that the Glasgow Communist
group takes its stand on a platform of constructive
revolution.

The paper was also alleged to contain an article
by G. L. Malone, M.P., in which he said—‘"The
Feople's Army must have its own flag, and not
deceitfully salute the flag of the enemy as a pre-
paration for striking it. (e
Detective-Lieutenant McGimpsey, of the Central

Division, Glasgow, stated that the Glasgow Com-
munist group was founded about 1912. . . He went
to the house of the accused Jane Hamilton Patrick,
whom he described as secretary of the Glasgow
Communist group, and there he found 51 member-
ship cards.

Cross-examined by the accused, Aldred, he said

he had no parsonal knewledge of the date of the
and its fusion

is information

Donaldson, who said she ‘

secretary of the Giasgow Communist ... —
Cross-examining on what happened at the meetings

of the group, Aldred asked: Did we not sit round

and have cups ef tea and talk?—Yes.

Is it not a fact that sur esnversation turned on

philesophy?—Yes.

FLEMING'S DEFENCE.

Giving evidence for Flaming, the Rev. Mr. Strang,
minister of Sandyhills U.F. Church, Shettieston,
said he had knewn accused for over 12 years. . . .

Mr. A. M. MacRobert, advocate-depute, prose-
cuting—You say acoused is a strong Christian.
wWould he bs a party to printing a paper showing
a picture of the Bible being smashed up? Witness
(zxamining a picture on the front page of the ‘‘Red
Ccommune'')—No.

Cross-examined by Aldred—Could there be two
interpretations of the picture, one the destruotion of
the Holy Bible and the other not the destruction of
{he Bible but only the destruction of the idea of
making a fetish of the word ‘‘Bible’’' 2

Witness—Possibly,

The Ewvening Citizen for Tuesday, June 21, in
its headings merely contented itself with descrip-
tive statements :-

DEFENDANT'S LENGTYTHY ADDRESS TO JURY.
Great Public Interest.

Tn its final edition, the Citizen had a banner
headline across the front page: “ Sentences in
Sedition Case.”

Describing the final scene, the Citizen said :-

THE JURY’'S RETURN.

After an absence of twenty minutes, the jury, by
a majority of fourteen to one, returned a verdict of
guilty against each of the acoused. . . .

Aldred made an objeotion, relating to a previous
conviotion alleged in the indictment, and stated that
the oertificate of conviction was not produced. The
cortificate produced 'was of a different date from that
of the alleged conviction. . . .

Aldred said that, as far as the other acoused were
concerned, he was the inoiting person, and if there
was to be any differences in the sentences, it should
be passed on him.

Miss Patrick and MoLeish said that they did not
wish to shelter behind anyone else, . . .

As the prisoners were boing taken down to the
oells, Aldred was seon to kiss Miss Patrick. Miss

Patriok afterwarss waved Wer kamd to seme (riends
in Court,

That was the Daly

1921, reported the ca% b
COMMUNISTS
Glasgow Sedition Charge.

The report was full and fair and
the speech for the defence as WS
Aldred, in a lengthy address, said tha
would the Crown look through the *¢
for any suggestion of violence,
Aldred had not finished his
court adjourned till to-day.

The following day, Wednesday, June 22

Daily Record introduced considerable viciousness
We quote its headings and part

into its record.
of the report :— o
“RED COMMUNE’S” SPONSORS.
- Sedition-Mongers Sentenced.
After a trial ; y | ury:
Glasgow High Court, yesterday, returned a verdict
of guilty in the case of all four persons tried in
connection with the charge of sedition arising out

of the publication of ‘“The Red Commune.”

Lord Skerrington passed sentence as follows . . «

Aldred’s address to the jury lasted for over two

hours.

ALDRED’'S ADMISSION.

Before sentence was pronounced, Aldred asked his
Lordship to consider the fact that he had already
been in custody for 100 days.

At the same time, he confessed he was mainly
responsible for the production of the ‘“Red Com-=
mune,’”” and should receive a heavier punishment
than the others. . . . ‘ :

It would be obvious to any decent journalist |

or editor that we made no confession. We did
not ask the court to consider the 100 odd days
we had been jailed on remand. We complained
of illegal arrest, without a warrant, which was a
trickery of law by an act of legal violence, and
we complained of a vindictive imprisonment,
through being denied bail on a purely theoretical
political charge. Our acceptance of responsibility

was simply a straightforward declaration, the

intention of which is clear to every thinkin

"t eSS, INote Sa

he _se day's ;
Record view of “Com-
munism” and “the Reds” in 1921.  That might
still be its view of genuine Communist activity.
But it would persuade its readers to-day that
somehow, “the Reds” and the Capitalist
Imperialists are united in a common democracy
against Fascism. What were these 1921 headings
but [fascism?
X.—‘ BULLETIN,” GLASGOW.

The Bulletin, Glasgow, in its issues for
Tuesday, June 21, and the following day, publish
condensed but very clear factual reports, heneath
sober and responsible headings.

On the Tuesday, the report was headed —

‘“THE RED COMMUNE."
Sedition Charge Against Glasgow Communists.

The text referred to “Mr. Aldred, who was
undefended, in a long speech,” ete.

On the Wednesday, the report was headed
.\l)\iL'l']_\' %

SEDITION TRIAL.
Glasgow Communists Sent to Prison.
' The report was brief, impartial, dignified. But
its factual details are embodied in the
reproduced.

& X1.—LABOUR SOLIDARITY.

We intercept the dry factual record to depict
the solidarity evinced, or, at least, expressed on
paper at the time, by all sections of the move-
ment,

reports

The useful and sympathetic attitude adopted
11}' 7 J. Dollan, then Glasgow correspondent to
Ihe Daily Herald, has been detailed.  Tater we
shall refer to the Herald's news-items and short
editorial comments. Influenced by George Tans
bury, the Labour daily displayed magnificent
olidarity. ; :

In 1921, The Daily Herald was owned and
controlled by the organised Labour movement.

This

movement was reformist, parliamentaryv,
and orthodox. But it believed in discussion
thought and liberty., Tt exhibited breadth and
showed sympathy for those who believed in

lasting ten hours, the jury in.

~ But do n , ,
English “‘justice’’ is wery different.
a position to throw 'stor;e;s at Amerioca.

dicial 10

anything in the world,
John Maclean is in priso
for a man of his enfeeble

His crime is to have made ¢
they were what the prose r
no worse than the activities of th
No worse, did we say’
John Maclean made a speech
who is now Lord Chancelior, and Ca
now a Law Lord, organised an ari
against the British Constitution!
It was admitted by the judge at the
!VIa_olean did not desire violence, Yet tha sentel
inflicted upon him was as savage and vindict
if he had been guilty of a serious crime. 3
_Similarly, Guy Aldred, also in prison for exer-
cising the traditional British right of free speech,
was imprisoned for four months before ftrial
sentenced to a year, but not allowed to co
four months he had already suffered as part
imprisonment. : 2o
The bru
1]

g Department,
“the_ most loyal, zealous, and competeni body o©
public servants,’”’ is, perhaps, to be scattered.
Would it not then be reasonable, as well as decent,
to _release simultaneously all those whom this
business of spying and prosecuting has put into
prison?

This copy of The Daily Herald was smuggled
into us in Barlinnie Prison by a friendly warder,
who resented the fact that we were denied access
to Socialist and Labour papers. He had no
other idea than that of being decent. We agreed
with the tone of the editorial then. We agree
with it to-day. Sir Basil Thomson's department
never went. It is operating still. Although it is
directed to-day, mainly against people who
rejoiced at our imprisonment in 1921, who are
too openly and avowedly anti-Socialist in some
instances for a mean and despicably Anti-
Socialist system of society upheld by some
nominal Socialists, we cannot see that the Special
Branch of Scotland Yard serves any more useful
function to-day than in 1921. We are opposed
to the spy system, no matter who may direct the
spy, no matter who is the victim.

Wihen the- Daily Herald comment was penned,
Herbert Morrison was putting aside his robes as
Lahour Mayor of Hackney.  Foreign Affairs
was fresh with his articles pledging the Labour
movement against all future war. He was an
active member of the I.1..P. and he endorsed this
editorial.  To-day he is Home Secretary and
upholder of 18B and head of the Special Branch,

so far as Parliament is concerned. We stand by
the editorial which cheered us when we lan-
quished in Barlinnie.

In the Daily Herald for November 5, 1921
that is, two days latc George Lansbury
honoured us with a special article treating of our
imprisonment. Lansbury wrote of the Com-
munist prisoners and continued :

‘““Among these is Guy Aldred, editor of the ‘Spur,’

whose case is well-known to all readers of the
‘Daily Herald.” He was bhorn on November 5, 35
years ago His !ifoe has been a strenuous one all



, inte
g hearin;

On Iammry 30 1941 the Ba!ttm
Washington c.orrespondent Dewey L. Fleming, ¥
announced i n its colums that elaborate plans for

work programme :

Officials were \\'orl\mg on an mmal programme
a1 ‘wenly-five camps, with the prospect that
possibly as many as seventy-five or one hundred
camps would be required by midsummer, Lt
was planned to distribute them as evenly
the whole country as facilities and fe'ls:ble work
prnjects would ])erlt in order to minimise the
cost of transporting selectees to camp sites.

The Selective Service Act recognises two types
of conscientious objectors.  One is the group |
which objects only to service in combat units of
the army. These men are assignable to non-
combat groups. The second group includes those
who object to participation in any form of
military activity. These are the ones for whom

Congress devised the civilian work camp.

The camps will be operated c0~oper'1txve1y by
various agencies of the Government and an

orgauisation of religious groups with tenets of

non-participation in war.

This latter group includes the Society of
Friends (Quakers), Church of the Brethren,
Mennonites, Advent Christian Church, American

Unitarian Association, Fellowship of Reconcilia-
tlon, SONe hr'mchcs of the B dplist and Methodist

The church group has organised a national
service board for religious objectors to deal with
the problem and has established offices for it in
Washington. The officers of this board are :
M. R. Zigler, Church of the Brethren, Elgin,
111, chairman.

Orie Miller, Mennonite
vice-chairman,

Paul J. Furnas, Society of Friends, Philadephia,
treasurer,

Dr. Arthur Swift, Fellowship of Reconciliation,
New York.

Dr. Walter Van Kirk, Federal
Churches of Christ in America, New York.

Dr, Charles Boss, Jr.,, Commission on World

Peace of the Methodist Church, Chicago.

Comly
secretary.

bodies, Akron, Pa.,

Council of

Paul I'rench, Philadelphia, execcutive
No new construction of consequences will be
undertaken. Instead, use will be made of

abandoned CCC camps, other Government-owned

plants with barrack facilitics, and some camps
provided by the churches.
Roughly, the division of responsibility and

activity in establishment and operation of the

camps is as follows :

(1) The ‘War Department to furnish or loan
cots, bedding and other items of camp equip-
ment as far as feasible and necessary.

(2) The Agriculture and Interior departments
to provide technical supervision for the work
projects involved, such as soil conservation,
crosion control, forestry, agricultural experi-

mentation and other work which may bhe
undertaken,

(3) The Federal Security Administration to
make available such abandoned camps and

combatant
shall, 1n

i

lieu of
civilian work of national 1mport:mce

Another difference between the law's attitude
toward objumn in 191/ 'md 111030 of 1940 i

The ||feboatmen of England,

Who guard our rugged coast,

Who live in cot and hamlet-,
er hea

as an mdwxdual aud without proof of chulch

membership.  The local selective service hoard
decides upon the validity of his claim.

The character of this Selectlve Board was

dealt with at some length in statements in

Washington by Attorney General Jackson, on
April 7 “and 8.

On the first date Mr. Jackson designated
William  Palmer and Lamar Hardy, former
Federal Attorneys in New York State, as hear-
ing officers to investigate the claims of conscien-
tious objectors to selective service within that
State,

Mr. Palmer, former Assistant United States
Attorney for the Western District, will handle
the Northern and Western District of the State.
Mr. Hardy, former United States Attorney for
the Southern District, was assigned to the
Southern and Fastern Districts.

These officials were appointed to operate under
a section of the Sclective Service Act  which
requires the l)q»ulmun of Justice to investi-
gate the claims of conscientious objectors. Other
hearing officers will act in other States.

The law provides that claims of conscientious
objectors must be referred by appeal boards to
the United States Attorneys in whose districts
they are filed. They transmit the claims to the
]h]nu}\llull of Justice, which conducts an
mvestigation through the Federal Bureau of
Investigation. This report is sent to the hearing
officer.

If exemption

from selective service is
requested on the

ground of affiliation with a
church or group which forbids military service,
an investigation will be conducted to l‘»l.{lb]l\h
whether the clam is bonafide. FFor individual
conscientious objectors, the hearing officer must
hold an inguiry and report his findings on the

The lifeboatmsn of Englan
Defy the raging sea,
Daring the moumaln blllqws. »
Their cruel treachery. A
The lifeboatmen of Euglmd,
Sometimes are seen no more,
They find a wandering grave, S
By some deserted shore, i
But ‘‘Man the lifeboat’ goes the werd,

And Englishmen are there.

As staunch and steady as of yore,

To bear their gallant share.

Bath, October, 1941.

We do not think that this is the best specimen
of Mr Adlard’s work. But it does bring out the
importance of saving life, the bravery of such
work, as opposed to the :\llnu‘-nex\ .md u'ucl
stupidity of war,

Our comrade’s American addresses will be re-
printed from time to time, and finally collected
m volume form. e

By LORD PONSONBY.
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7 d.
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movement in 1 {
Forum, which pioneered the U
Movement, which was founded ir
When the Franco rebellion, aided by Hitler
"and Mussolini, occurred in Spain, the U.S.M;
issued the series of Regeneration leaflets, some of
which have been reproduced in The Word.
Contact was established with our Spanish com-
rades, and as a result comrades Jane H. Patrick
(A.P.C.F.) and Ethel MacDonald (U.S.M.) pro-
ceeded to Spain. They left Glasgow on October
21, 1936, proceeded under circumstances o
poverty, and almost hitch-hiked across a part of
France. Finally, they reached Barcelona,
were established in the C.N.T. headquarters.
Some of Ethel MacDonald’s radio speeches to
Britain from the Barcelona station, calling for
resistance to Fascism and help to Spain, have
been (published in leaflet form, and can be
obtained still from this office. Comrade Patrick
proceeded to Madrid, where she served for three
months in the Committee of Defence. She went
back to Barcelona. Then came the famous May
Days, when the reactionary pseudo-Communists
made war on the Anarchist and genuine Socialist
elements. The first accounts of the May Days
~ to reach outside world were written by

a Bulieti el 3 1d
in Barcelona, and was arrested by the reactiona

“ Communist " junta. Her graphic letters,
deseribing her experiences, were published in
The Evening Times, Glasgow, between June and
September, 1937, On the 3rd September of that
vear [Ethel MacDonald left Spain, under escort.
She made some European Socialist contacts, and
reached Glasgow on November 7.

The fact that Ethel MacDonald lived and
worked voluntarily in Barcelona for about ten
months, during the bombardments and air-raids,
shows that her dpposition to war does not pro-
ceed from fear.  She sees war as something
wrong in itself, that leads inevitably to reaction.
It is not the way of Socialist opposition to
dictatorship and reaction. Also, in the present
instance, she cannot forget that the present
upholders of war in Britain favoured Franco in
Spain, and permitted the wholesale slaughter of
the working class in Spain by Nazi bombers
without uttering one word of protest. She
pleaded consistently over the air, night after
night, from Barcelona in vain.

Militarism is not the way to freedom. Anti-
militarism_can conquer and can destroy utterly
all dictatorship and all counter-revolution. Ethel
MacDonald considers the production of The
Word of real national importance.

Copies of Save Spain! Act! Ethel Mac-
Donald’s radio speeches, and News from Spain,
describing the struggle in Spain, may be obtained
still from this Office, each 2d, post free 3d.
That is, 6d for the two publications.

WHAT A GAME!

By the DUKE OF BEDFORD

32 pages - . 3d. Post free, ad.

NEW BEDFORD PAMPHLET
DIPLOMACY AND WAR GUILT
16 Pagos, Post Free, 3d,
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regulations. .
We consider the ins
certificate nonsense. W
opposed to taking I
definite conscientious
¢ ide

?S( /l i

Mennonites had no objectio

tor any type of non-combatant work irrespective

of the danger involved. Mennonites were per-

fectly willing to go overseas to serve as firemen,

or in bomb removal squads, or as stretcher
%

hearers. \
Mr. R. A. Irwin, Registrar for, Military
District No. 2, and Secretary to ‘Canada’s

National War Service Board, in Toronto, inti-
mated on January 14 that young Canadians who
object to the military training in any ' form
imposed by the National Mobilisation Act, will
be placed under ciyilian jurisdiction and given
civilian jobs for the same length of period as
the training camps.

Two days later, Mr. Irwin stated that, in such
jobs as ambulance driving, streteher-hearing, and
kitchen fatigue duties, the wearing of uniform
as well as the bearing of arms would
unnecessary.

he

~ McGill University, through action taken by
its senate, made provision for conscientious
objectors in its compulsory military training
programme, it was announced on January 28 by
Dr. F. Cyril James; principal and vice-chancellor.

The action taken by McGill followed the
amendment by the Dominion Government of the
National War Service Regulations,

The provision for conscientious objectors made
possible the returns of two students previously
suspended for failure to take the military train-
ing required. J

Y'l.lw two students agreed to return to the
University, and to undergo the special course of
11nn-cnnn'h;u:'111L training, As this course includes
tx;ul‘u‘lrd'lggmg. we do not understand how the
University Senate agreed to impose it

. , or the

objectors agreed to accept it.

United Socialist Movement, National membership
cards now ready. Statement of principles sent
on regquest,  Enclose 1d. or 2id. for particulars
Socialist and  Pacifist comrades are iuinix;g.
throughout the country Address Ethol Mac-

Donald, Scey., 106 George Street,

Glasgow, C.1.

The

beard was sati A
sincere, but as he was willing to do non-com-
batant service his appeal mu 5
a recommendation that, if i
posted to a non-com
forces. s

Seven appeals against military servic the
grounds of conscientious objection were dis-
missed in all on February 7. Four appeals were
allowed, subject to obligation for non-military
service at the discretion of the Minister of
National Service, and two were adjourned, one
stire dic and the other for three months.

One of the dismissed cases was that of Norris
Gilbert Smith, salesman, who said he was a
Jehovah's Witness. He stated that in England
Jehovah Witnesses had been granted exemption
from military service.

The Chairman: You are aware, of course,
that the Jehovah's Witnésses in New Zealand
have been declared a subversive organisation ?

Smith : Yes, sir.

Bell : Are you a New Zealander?—1 was born
in New Zealand, but 1 claim to be a foreigner.
I do not consider myself to be of the people. My
allegiance is to God, not to man. [ am really a
neutral in this world.

He added that if he were in the army he
would be under Satan’s control.

Another dismissed case was that of Alexander
Wilson, grocer’s assistant. He believed that no
man had the right to kill or to injure another
man.  He was not prepared to engage in
militarism to defend any country. He had held
these views for twenty years and was a member
of the Peace and Anti-Conscription League.

Walter Royce Stagg, garage attendant, asked
the Tribunal ;

"* Why should I travel thousands of miles to kill

a man | have never seen before, and whom 1 will
not see while 1 am killing him? "

Charles Stewart, assurance agent, appealed on
moral and humanitarian crounds. Killing was

iﬁ’"xr —
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the second time in twenty-one | years

frequently been asked to name the pr abIe gy

winners of the present international conflict. My
considered reply has never varied, * There are
no victors in war, apart from the powers of evil.
But if this war lasts long enough, Joseph Stalin
will reap a huge harvest at the end—it he
manages to keep out.”  However, other men,
apparently, rcalised what the etfects of a pro-
longed war would be, with the result that Stalin
no longer is an interested spectator !

But the first part of the reply holds good. The
powers of evil will be the only certain winners

in this war if it be fought out, to use a phrase | :

beloved of the bellicose patriot, * to the bitter
end.”
it has already been for thousands of innocent
men and women in nearly all lands.

The end zuill be bitter for everybody, as.

I am penning these words as one who ﬁrm]y iR

believes that the injuries which most deeply hurt
us are of our own infliction—that no earthly
power can really harm and defile us it we will
that it shall not be so. But I also believe that
there is a reason, or a variety of reasons, for
everything and everybody under the sun.

appear 0 o put i mlldly, rather odd Very
well ; we should make it our business—indeed, it
is our plain duty—not only to insist on the
oddity of their behaviour, but, what is more
important, to discover and remove its causes.
The very last thing that will convert them to
our alleged superior methods and higher stan-
dards of conduct is to copy their methods and
conduct—and excel them in a devilish sense!
Obviously, that will only confirm them in their
present strange way of going about doing good!

Our commonsence should tell us that such a
terrible affliction as is now visiting us is not just
the work of one man or even one nation, We
should constantly remember that no state of war
can possibly exist between ourselves and others
while e remain their friends, In other words,
“it takes two to start a quarrel.”

Whenever men, be they exalted statesmen or
humble working-men, start talking about destroy-
ng. cxtmguhhmg and extirpating others (and
the air is full of such elevating talk just ‘m\\‘\
we can safely assume lh it their motives are
anything but altruistic! Usnally, they want to
get other people out of the way because they
have either good or bad reasons for ~u~putmn
them of hun'.: a menace to their own existence.

Ordinarily, men want to “live and let live.”
If, therefore, it be a fact that any of our fellow-
men anywhere on this globe are so evilly-
disposed towards us as to seek our destruction or
downfall, we should ask ourselves what we have
done or left undone to create so deplorable a

state of mind in them, And, having answered
that question, we should retrace our steps and
make the necessary amends,

De ».lm\m\,;, l\llll"lll\llll\)\ and L\an l(llli.‘ our
“enemies ' is not going to make the world any
better if e remain what we now are.  TFor we
shall treat others as thoughtlessly as we have
treated them, And where would our New

which to hang war propag t y sp

that E. W. Jowett managed to have such a pacific
inscription placed on her statuc. [ heard at the spot
where she was shot that no soldier of the firing party
could fire, so ereat was his agitated trembling, and the
officer had to fire the shot,

\\’1th best wishes and th'ml\s,
Yours sincerely,

AGNES W. MACKAY.

Liverpool, October 9.

Dear Mr, Aldred, My two winters in Glasgow were
the worst in my experience, ﬁn'mmally but I can look
back with some interést to the U.S.M. Albion St
Saturdays, the organ recitals at Kcl\'mgrn\ ¢, and the
Mitchell Library.

I' récall my first contact with the U.S.M. This was
at Albion Street and my companion who was on his
way to England to join the R.AF. described the
speaker (after listening for two minutes) as “another
god damned wise guy” and hurried us along to some
more *“ congenial " attraction.  Johnston was killed in
action carly in the war!

Yours faithfully,

1o DE SMYTHL

Blackpool, September 19,

Dear Mr., Aldred,—1 would like to recommend,

very
strongly, C. E. Montague’s Disenchantment to your
re ul(h It is the finest analysis of wartime and of

war's stupidity that | know. Chatto and Windus have
brought out a shilling edition of it l\mr\ Socialist
and Pacifist student should read Mont: wgue's summing

up on World War No, 1 as it affected England.  As
always

W. A. RATHKEY
London, N.W. 6, October 21.

UNITARIAN CHRISTIAN CHURCH,
62 Kingston Crescent, Portsmouth.

CHARLES H. COLE
Every Sunday, at 3-30 p.m.,
Followed by Tea and Social Hour.
Visitors Cordlally tnvited.
An Essay by Mr. Cole on Pacifism will appear
In an early Issue,

Christians individually? Sadly and with shame

it has to be confessed that too often such

obedience is compruoualL ahacut..iustead mere
be seer

prevail 1egardmg
name, his comment would
Buddhism, then I am not a Buddh:st.

Ls not the case very much the same wi
Christian religion? In many respects its presen
day character merits a like Londemnatxon. Were
Jesus to appear among us once again in bodily
form, what would be His comment? Would He
find' faith on the earth? Would He recognise
as the natural consequence of His teaching and
example much that we are well content to pass
off under His name?  Would He see in the
Church's attitude to the contemporary world-
situation a spirit and purpose harmonising with
His own? Would it surprise us were He to say,
“1 know you not?"

FFor this manifest failure to bear a faithful
witness to the fundamental spirit of its faith,
no small share of blame must be laid at the
Church's door. Too long has official Christianity
allowed itself to be a tool of the State. The
acknowledgment of Christianity as the accepted
religion of the Roman Empire by Constantine
was by no means the unmixed blc«mu some have
~up|)n~cd Ever and again through the centuries,
as a consequence of the alliance of Christianity
with the temporal power, the Church has found
its hands to be tied, and therefore its freedom to
speak its own specific message destroyed.  The
result is that whenever, in the spirit of unusual
ll.\rmq the Church has attempted to make its
voice heard, its appeal has been ignored.

Of this pitiful weakness, the Church’s present
servitude to the tempors al power pmndgs ample
evidence. How can it proclaim in all its truth
and fulness the message of the Gospel so long as
it is committed to a policy of war? Once the

Church has taken the perilous step of com-




promising with this supreme evil, its power an
effetﬁm‘ss in any plans of reconstruction and
of a new order are to that extent

d

the buildi ) :
undercut. Nor is its guilt solely a present one.

For years the Church has failed to denounce a
social and economic system which was all too
plainly making war inevitable. By lending its
support to the world’s standards and methods, it
has jeopardised its authority to interpret the
spiritual character of the Kingdom of God.

“ Come ye out from among them” is an ex-
hortation every bit as imperative to-day as when
first spoken.  The spirit of the world is as
strongly opposed to that of the Master as ever
it has been. The Divine will can he done only
in the Divine way. Jesus made it quite clear

Him would mean rejection by th
i ecte 8

9 on ) Cd X F 5
those into whose hearts its eternal message of
love and forgiveness has never broken. It is
those who are prepared to do God’s will who
shall know the true blessedness that He promises.

Never was there a day when more was known
about Jesus than the one in which we live. As
far as scholarship can help us, we are in posses-
sion of as many facts regarding Him, His teach-
ing, His manner of life, and the conditions
amidst which He lived and worked, as possibly
we can be at this distance of time from them.
Yet it is in this very knowledge that the root of
the trouble we are considering is to be found.
Religion about Jesus, an intellectual assessment
of Him, has been allowed to crowd out the
religion of Jesus. In short, greater interest has
been awakened in an objective study of Him and
certain details of His life than in the desire to
live and act according to His teaching. Yet it
matters far less whether Jesus wrought certain
miracles or not, or that particular views should
be held regarding the At ent, than that Hi

possible, says Dr. Fosdick, for a n 1o ha
religion abowt Jesus and harbour bitter racial
prejudice; to have a religion about Jesus and be
a rampant militarist, a narrow nationalist, a
hard-handed industrial autocrat; to have a reli-
gion about Jesus and be unfit to live with at
home. But no one can have the religion of Jesus

and be that, (Adventurous Religion).

Theory seldom carries us very far, especially
where religion is concerned. What the world
sorely needs just now is a practical demonstra-
tion of those basic realities of the Christian faith
which are essential to a true unfolding of the
power and possibilities of the Gospel. 1f Chris-
tianity 1s to possess any real value or significance
for the future, it must prove itself capable of
meeting those varied and complex issues with
which men find themselves faced at the present
time.  All that concerns the social and economic
structure of society, as well as the moral and
spiritual aspects of its existence, will have to be
brought within the range of its transforming
influence, if mankind is to be saved from hope-
less ruin. Nothing is more urgently necessary
than the application of the Christian message of
love and goodwill to all that affects the souls and
lives of our fellows. For the accomplishment of
this great hope nothing less than wholehearted
obedience to Jesus Christ will suffice.  Those
who at present remain unaffected by the
Christian appeal will be won to submission to its
demands, not by the paying of lip-service to its
ethical demands, but as they see its ideals exem
plified in the spirit and conduct of men and
women who profess to believe in it.  Deeds, not
words, are best calculated to produce this result.
After all, Christlikeness is the ceiterion of Chris-
tianity, and to substitute anything else is not
only to make our faith meaningless, but also to
prejudice all our expectation of bringing to
fulfilment the cause to which we have pledged

ourselves as servants of the Master,
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values of the Christ faith.
ethical and humanist value of the fir
teaching cannot be overestimated.

We reject the myth theory advanced by
scholars like the late J. M. Robertson but are
not opposed greatly to the scholars who advance
it as an explanation of the “received” or ortho-
dox story of the “life” of Jesus. We seek to
explain the myth school in the terms ‘of the
materialist conception of history, whilst grate-
fully availing ourself of the scholarship of this
school.

Renan’s Life of Jiesus is incompetent and
actually unworthy of his scholarship.  Renan
lacked just that essential touch of social vision
necessary to place and to understand Jesus.

Middleton Murry attracted attention in The

Life of Tesus« He portrayed Jesus as a mystic
but not as the Sqn of God, save in the sense that
all men of vision are the sons of God. Murry
explained away the miraculous also. This is an
excellent work, although it could have been
written with more passion. Twelve years after
writing it the author became a Christian Pacifist
and a member of the P.P.U, He developed the
Anglican Faith and, just before the outbreak of
the war, was thinking of becoming a priest of
the Church of England. \

Herr Ludwig has written The Son of Man, in

which he boldly the miraculous
clements.

discards

Llewelyn Powers has pictured Jesus as a poor,
\)\'\\'llt?(‘l'(‘ul leader, self-persuaded into dreams of
throwing off the Yoke of Rome, in his wonderful
work, The Pathetic Fallacv,

In 1938, the sensational press gave prominence
to Sir Hall Caine’s Life of Chwist.

Vi We A\yrilc a “life” of Jesus, not of Christ.
The difference between the use of the name,
Jesus, and the office, Christ, marks the difference
between reason, paying living

e : and
tradition, paying servile tribute,
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group whose activ: 3 en ove d, 2
you feel that the group is doing useful wo
drop us a line. The Word is a living organ of °
democratic thought and activity,
propose to give up to party g@
service which was meant for :
invite you to a feast of thought, truth, m&; s-
cussion: a world of Free Thought and free
gathering of humanity in the spirit of Truth,
Fellowship, and Understanding. A great fellow-
ship of seeking and adventure. ;
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