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'We shall dnt the blood-soeked Hungrian mud
on to the carp€ts of yoor drewing rooras.

In vain do you tekc us into your homes-we still
remaia hornelcss. In vein do you dress us in new
clothes-we reneir in nEs From nour on a hundred
thousand questbn rerks confrotrt you.

If you wish to live il the illusion of a false peace,
do not heed us Il our streets there arc still cobble-
stones from whkh to build barricades. From our
woods we can still tet stout st:cks. W€ still have clear
consciences with which to fecc the guns.

But if you will heed u$ Iisten. And at long last
understand. l{e not only want to bear witness to the
suflerings of the Hungritn people in their fight for
freedom. l{e want to dnw the attention of all people
to the simple truth th.t freedom can only be achieved
tbrough strug8le.

Peace is not simply an absence of war. No people
have longed more passionetely for peace than we. But
it must not be the peace of quiescence. Thls inrolves
complicity in oppression. l{e promise the world that
we shall remain the .postles of freedom.

All workers, sochlkts even communists, must at last
underst.nd thet a bureaocr.tic state has nothing to do
with socialism'" 

Nem:ett)r- 15 Januarv' 1957.
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The devastated area of over 2 squars miles in which hardly a building in thc main strcct
remained undamaced. is shown ia black.

Thesc maps are rcproduccd by kind permissioo of Dobaoa gook Ltd, from
Hungaian Tragedy by Pctcr Frycr.
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I ntroduction
"socialisn is man's positive self-consciousness."
K. Marx. Economic and Philosophic Manu'
scipts (1844).

At 3.00 a.m. on November 4, 1955, frfteen Russian armoured
divisions comprising 6.000 tanks massed at key points in
Hungary to make final preparations for their second assault
on irelatively defenceless people. The first,assault, little
more than a wlek earlier, had been a confused aftair. Moscow
pretended not to have been consulted. Hungarians had not
Lein expected to ficht the tanks almost with their bare hands.
Russian- soldiers had not been expected to go over to the
side of the Hungarian workers in such numbers. This time'
there were to be no mistakes. At 4.00 a.m. the tanks went
in.

It took them nearly two weeks to crush the main centres
of armed resistance. One of the greatest proletarian
revolutions in history was drowned in blood. It is bitter
irony indeed that those who ordered this massacre claimed
to be the standard bearers of the glorious revolution of
October 1917. Thirty nine years earlier, Russia had for a
while been the headquarters of world revolution. From
there the clarion call had gone out to the toiling and oppressed
people of the world to overthrow their masters and to ioin
hands with the Russian workers in buildins a new society.
Today. however, it is not the midwives of the Revolution who
occupy the Kremlin, it is its undertakers,

After World War II, the Russians succeeded in enforcing
their 'socialism'. along the banks of the Danube and up to
the frontiers of Austria. They ruled an area extending from
the Baltic in the north to the Balkans in the south' Over a
hundred rnillion people of various nationalities had fallen
within the embrace of the new Russian bear. For many
years these people had been bullied, oppressed, manipulated,
managed. either by Czarist Russia or one of the Western
States. Under Stalinist rule they fared no better. Their
chains were if anything tightened. To them the word
' socialism' came to mean its very opposite.

In March 1953, Stalin died. In June the workers of East
Berlin rebelled. The revolt, remarkable for the political
character of the d.emands put forward, was soon quelled bv
Russian tanks. By 1956, these subiect nations were becoming
more and more of a political liability to Russia's rulers.
The Russian bureaucracy recognised the danger: at the 20th
Congress Krushchev himself debunked the Stalin myth and
promised to liberalise Stalin's methods. But Krushchev and
his supporters soon found themselves in a dilemma. It is
difficult to continue practising a religion after you have
destroyed its god. Although Russia's rulers attemgted to
break with some of the worst evils of their past, they were
(and remain) incapable of coping with the root causes of these
evils.

The workers of Poznan, in Poland, were the first to
demonsrate what they thought of the 'changed' road to
'socialism'. The Hungarians were surprised and later elated
to see how leniently these rebellious workers - and even their
'leaders'- were treated. In their turn they rose. They
were victorious. And then they were crushed by the very
methods Krushchev had denounced only a few months earlier.
Many throughout the world were shocked at this butchery.

Ivlost of all it shocked those honest workers and intellectuals
who sincerely looked to Russia as the defender of socialism.
To them a treasured ideal, an ideal for which thev had fought
and suffered for many years, and for which many of their
comrides had died, had proved to be worm-eaten.

The Hungarian Revolution was the most important event in
rorking clais history since October 1917, lt marked the end
of an ela and the beginning of a new one. It irrevocably
destroyed any moral advantage the Kremlin and those who
suppoit it may ever have had. But it was much more than
this. It was a very positive event. From the Hungarian
Revolution can be drawn lessons of the utmost importance
for all who wish to bring about the change to a classless
society in Britain or anywhere else in the world.

In 1956 the Hungarian working class inscribed on its
banner the derhand for workers' management of production.
It insisted that Workers' Councils should play a dominant
role in all realms of social life. It did so in a society in which
the private ownership of the means of production (and the
old ruling class based on it) had been largely eliminated.
Ard it did so in a society in which political power was held
'on behalf of the working class' by a silf-styled working
class party. In putting forward these two demaads under
these particular circumstances, the Hungarian workers blazed
a trail. In the second half of the twentieth century their ideas
will become the common heritage of all workers, in all lands.

The Hungarian Revolution was far more than a national
uprising or than an attempt to change one set of rulers for
another. It was a social revolution in the fullest sense of the
terrn. Its object was a fundamental change in the relations
of production, in the relations between ruler and ruled in
factories, pits, and on the land. The elimination of private
property in the means of production had solved none of these
problems. The concentration of political power into the
hands of a buteaucratic 'elite' had intensifled them a
thousandfold.

By its key demands, by its heroic example, and despite its
temporary eclipse, the Hungarian Revolutiron upset all
previous political classifications and pro$roses. It created
new lines of demarcation not only in the ranks of the working
class movement, but in society in general. It exposed the
theoretical void in the traditional 'left' A mass of old
problems have now become irrelevant. Old discussions are
now seen to be meaningless. The time is up for terminological
subtleties, for intellectual tight-rope walking, for equivocation
and for skilful avoidance of facing up to reality. For years to
come all important questions for revolutionaries will boil
down to simple queries: Are you for or against the pro-
gramme of the HungBrian Revolution? Are you for or against
workers' managemeot of production? Are you for or against
the rule of the Workers' Councils ?

Most people have only a very superficial knowledge of
these weeks of October and November 1956. They have less
knowledge still of the events which led up to them, We feel
this book may contribute to a better knowledge and under-
standing of what really took place.



East-West Agreement
t. . . From thc fr* @nc[t ol victory, illstnrEt nust bc dircctcd no Ionter egdtrst thc cooqurrcd
rercdoarrv nordct bnt rrelnst 6c vortcrt' previous elllcs, egrinst the pclty thrt wishes to
crOlolt thc co,nnon yl6ory fer itscll elone . . . The workerr nnst put theosclvcs et the cool-
-ind not of thc Sbte euthorlty but of tic rcvotntionery connEnity councils lyhlch thc
worters wlll hevc neneled to get edoptcd . i . Anns rld emnuaition nust not bc surrcndercd
on rtry preterG'
trC Marx & F. Engels. Address to the Ceatral Committee of the Communist Leaeue (1850)

Prior to 1939, all the powerfril capitalist nations, includine
Hitler's Germany, were agreed tbat tbe USSR was the reC
villaia. on the sagc of history. Then the nature of their
economies ted them into war with one another. In l94l
Hitler invaded Russia and the westem capitalist'democracies'
contracted a unior with the 'villaiu', with the USSR. But
this was no love-match. It was a marriage of expediency,
coloured by the fond hope that Russia and Germany would
mutually annihilate one another. Strategy was planned
towards this end. But this stategy failed. The grandiose
dteams of t'he rulers of Britaln and America of emerging from
the war as undisputed masters of the world did not materialise.
They had reckoned without the heroic resistance of the
Russian people against German fascism.

Russia paid a staggering price. The Nazi invaders caused
incalculable damage'to buildings and to machinery. In the
early months of the war, when the Red Army was in retreat.
a 'scorched earth' policy was carried out. Millions of
Russians Eave all they had - their very lives. Yet while the
battles of World War II were still being foueht the causes of
lfforld War III were already maturing.

Russia emerged from .the war the second most powerful
nation in the world. In throwins back the German army
to the borders of the Elbe, it had acquired half a continent.
These were spoils indeed and hardly the outcome bargained
for by the West. Their failure to contain 'the red menace'
led to near panic in their ranks.

Veiled threats were made. Two hundred thousand people
were murdered in Hiroshima and Nagasaki by atom bombs.
The real purpose of this crime was to warn Russia's rulers -to show them there would be no limit to the ruthlessnessr of
the Western ruling classes should they feel their interests
threatened. But the lffestern powers were not strong enouEh
to challenge the situation in Europe itself. They were in no
position to dispute the established fact. Eastern Europe
belonged to the USSR 'by virtue of conquest'.

Formal recognition of the new real'ty was given at the
Yalta Conference, in February 1945. Those parts of Europe
'Iiberated' by the Red Army (the satellite states) would
remaiq in the Russian sphere of influence. Western Europe
and Greece would be left to Stalin's Western 'allies'.
Persia was also recognised as being within the 'Western'
sphere, During the war the Red Army had 'liberated'
northern Persia. After hostilities ended, it withdrew.

With the defeat of Nazi Germanv, the whole of Europe was
seething, for revolutionary change, Nothing Iike it had been
felt since 1917. We shall later see how the Russian leaders
maintained 'order' in their own sphere of inffuence in the
face of this proletarian threat to their power. In the West,
the communist parties (and in sorne cases, the .social-
democratic parties) helped the ruling classes maintain their
kind of order,

In FRANCE, considerable power was in the hands of
Resistance groups. These were dominated by 'communists'
and 'socialists'. All that really stood between the French
workers and effective power were a few shaky bayonets in the
hands of British and American soldiers, most of whom only
wanted to go home.

On the instructions of the Communist leaders' the
Resistance groups handed over their arms to the so-called
National Liberation Government headed by General de Gaulle.
On January 21, 1945, Maurice Thorez, General Secretary of
the French Communist Party, announced that the Patriotlc
Militia had served well against the Nazis. But now, he said.
the situation had changed. "Public securitv should be assured
by a regular oolice force. Local Committees of Liberation
should not substitute themselves for the local Sovernments."t
His statements and actions closely resembled those of
General de Gaulle.

The Communist Party was instructed to continue the
campaign of wartime 'unity'. Thev abandoned the class
struggle. They preached the virtues of production. They
denounced workers defending their wages and conditions.
"The strike", they said, "was the weapon of the trusts". On
November 17. 1945, they entered the coalition Sovernment
formed by General de Gaulle. Thorez was one of the five
Commun'st leaders in a cabinet of twenty-two members. He
was appointed Minister of State.

The French Communist Party's proSramme in 1945 can be
summarised as follows: (a) control of the trusts ; (b) liberty
of conscience, press and association; (c) the right to work
and leisure : (d) social security for workers to be.provided
bt, the state; (e) aid to the peasants through the syndicates
and co-ops. Hardly the programme of a revolutionary party !
No llberal-minded Tory would have had qualms about
supporting, it.

In ITALY, the Communist leaders propped up the old ruling
class in much the same way. The Communist Party, of which
Togliatti was the General Secretary, had representatives in
the governments of Bonomi and of Marshal Badoglio. They
enthusiastically protected the capitalist state against revolu'l. In JuIy 1945, the Japanese had offered to negotiatc on ' unconditional

surcnder' terms. They werc ignofed. The A-bombs were dropped on
Autust 6 and 9. Paradoxicauy, the Russiaas $'ere not opposed-tb this.
They were curious to see the result : they werc aliiady working
diliScntly to producc their own nuclear wcapoDs. 2. Polttics, New York Times, March 1945.



ti^olr, The -Neu, York Times in a report during September
1944. stated:_"A good many Itatian faicists iJiii i"tuie ii-ifii
Communist -Party. Communists take over the 

-pariy 
head-qulrters and institutions of the former regime fika th; Balila,

etc., thereby soothing the transition from the old to the niw.;
Nor were the 'communists' deterred when unable to enter

bourgeois coalition g,overn_ments. Indeed, ttrev tretpea i[im
as much a.s.possible by calling on the masses to support thesewartime alliances. prior to the General election6iiies, tfiiBritish Communist party declared itie-li-ln 

-iavour 
6f 

--i
coalition sovernmenr wiih . progreislv"; -r6iieil 

rl[i edenand Churchill !

In EASTERN EUROPE, as we shall see. the Communistswere. able to gain complete control. fnis thev-&d---Uvappointing Communist ministers to take ctrirle-oitfre itatlsecurity forces via the Minisries of the tntirior. But inthe West (F-rance, Italy and Beleium) atttrJugtr i-tri Co*oriisiiparncrpated ln national governmentsi the Ministry of the

Interior was nevef .within their grasp. In France, Duclos
reached out for this post. But the bid failed. It did not have
the backing of the Red Army.

Why did these C-ommunist Parties act in this way ? \4rhat
social interests did they represent ? Had they ceased to be
truc parties of the workins class ? The Hungarian events of
1956 were to give clear-cut answers to these questioas. But
already the answers were beinc hinted at. The Communist
leaders knew that if the state machines in Western Europe
wer-e to gollaFse, social revolution would certainly follow. And
without the backing of the Red Army, the Communists would
have been powerless to crontrol the workers.. While C.om-
munists have from time to time proclaimed . all power to the
workers !' they always added - if only under th;ir breath -' . . -..under the leadership of the Communist Party,. . IJnder'
is the operative word. How far under was demonstrated in
Eastern Europe, from 1944 on. There they did have the Red
Army.

,. _With .thc advent of M.rsh.U Ald two ycers tst.r. thcy w.Ec Lictcdout of th.sr sovcnrnrnts, withgut-e-ior.ii oi i[liis-?iri, thc-s.t"ic.sth?y had rcndcred to thc-capitalist ilass.-- --
a. That Ecaulac rcroludoa by.thc pcoplc must bc avoldcd at all costs,*-as r polat qn whic[ both . eommuaist, parti6 and capitafisl ouei
wcrc aoEplctcly uaitld.

be expected from the statement, but guerilla armies who had
been 0ghting the Nazis. These guerillas had originally been
orgaaized by the Peasant Party of which the leader was Iuliu
lllaaiu. Maniu became a member of the trew goyerrunent.
When he ordered his g,uerillas to disbanil ard tura in their
arms Mosow Radio commented: "Maniu's declaration is
belated. Even before this order the Red a1632 Qsmmand
had liquidated all bandit groups . . . "

Under the Nazis these suerillas had been 'brave resistance
frghters'. Under the Kremlin they were 'baodits'. Could
their onntinued resistaace have been spurred on by thc
composition of the oew governmetrt ?

Molotov's Euarantee not to interfere with the existing
social order encouraSed King Michael 16 xppoint a r€actionary
SovernEent. General Sanatescu was made Prime Minister,c
an ofrce he was to hold for seven months. During this time,
the workers showed what they felt. There were many uprisings
and revolts aSainst the giovernment. The Kremlin, with an
army of a million men now in the country, then decided
that if Sanatescu could not control the people, he should go.

Vrrhinski travelled to Bucharest. Soviet artillery was
posted in front of the royal palace. This was hardly
necessary. His Maiesty promptly complied with Russian
demands. Sanatescu's ministry was dissolved and replaced

Liberation?
'Uadcr Soclrnl rll rlll tovcrn trn turo end vlll
soon bccorc *crrtoncd to tro o[c 3ovcralag..V. I. Lcoin. The State od Reoolition (fI7).

. -Somg people still believe that the Red Army carried thetide of social revolution with it as it en6tcd Eastern
Europe in l9rl4. This is .quitc untrue. Xoi onti ".s-ti;.real essence of the_regimes (social exploitation) left unctanecd,but for I lgng while even the exiitine poliiical set-up was
\.pt in being with .only a few superfiiial ihanges. 

- 
Eveuthe same policemen were often kipt on. es -fa, as ttri

masses were concerned all was the same as before. Only
the language spoken by the occupying army had chaaeed-. 

-

- The -reason for the Russian Government's collaboration with
the "class enemy" was, according to Motoiov,;.to -"i"tainF{ "nd 

ord-er_and prevent the riie of anarchi ". Rusa;ia"
Bulearia and Hungary provide clear examples 6f *trose . ta* ;
and what 'order' was maintained.
(T) RUMANTA
. The first Eastern Eurooean state to be occupied by the Red

Army was Rumania. The Russian Governmeot imiilaiaieit
announced its intention of maintainint the status quo.

" The Soviet Government declares that it do€s not pursue
the aim of- acquiring any part of Lumanian territorf or-;i
changing the e.xisting social order in Rumania. It iqually
declares that the entry of Soviet troom is solely the- con--
Gequence of military necessities and of the cootinuation of
resistance by enemy forces."5

The " enemy forces " were not Nazi desperadoes as might

5. Molotov speech of April 2, 1944, 5. August 2r, l94/,.



with one headed by Petru Groza.r Gheorghe Tatarescu
bccame Vice-Premier.

Both Groza and latarescu had been members of prc-war
right-wing sovernments, In lgll Tatarescu had led the sup-
pression of a peasant uprising in which ll,000 peasants had
been murdered. He was Minister of State at the time of
the anti-Jewish pogroms of. 1927. He was world-famous as
an exponent of extreme right-wing doctrines. The British
Communist Party itself had called him .. the leader of the
Right pro-Hitler wing of the National Liberal Party ",e 16"pa4y rytrich helped King Carol establish his fascist regime
uader Marshal Antorescu.

Prime Minister Groza's government was assisted by two lead-
ing members of the Communist Party, comradei Gheorge
Gheorehiu Dei and Lucretiu Patrascanu. They were a[ottad
the respective posts of Minister of Public Works and Com-
munications aud of Minister of Justice. Patrascanu soon made
his'socialist' position clear: "Industrialists, businessmen
and bankers will escape punishment as war criminals under
a law being drawn up by Lucretiu Patrascanu, Minister of
Iustice, and Communist members of the Government.
Rumania could not afford to loose the services of merchants
and industrialisB, M. Patraseanu said. He expressed the
opinion that tbe cogntry would pursue a more liberai policy
towards this class than the French have ".3

. '?remier Gloza said his government did.not intend to apply
either collectivisation of the land or naiionalisation of-ihl
banks or industries and that the mere question showed
ignorance of its programme ".10 Stalin himself advised Groza
" to-- \99-p the system of private enterprise and private
Profit ".rr

So, factories and enterprises owned by foreign capital were
also allowed to remain intact. Capitalists who had worked
hand-in-glove with the Nazis were permitted to keep their
wealth and continue their activities. That this happened with
Groza as Prime Minister is hardly surprising. He was a
banker and owned many factories and a large estate. Before
the war he had been a minister in two right-wing governments
under General Averescu (1920-1, 1926-7).

Politically-conscious Rumanian workers did not expect such
a government to represent interests other than those of the
big landowners and financiers. Nor did they wonder why
Groza was openly opposed to measures of social reform and
why he staunchly upheld the sanctity of private property.
But that a government carrying out a policy of suppressing
workers and peasants should have been virtually appointed
by Soviet Russia forced many Rumanian revolutionaries to
think. It forced them to change opinions and ideals they
had held for years. Eventually, even Maniu and his
supporters withdrew from Parliament. But such were the
rumblines among the people that even this trivial demonstra-
tion of independence couid not be tolerated by the government
and its Communist supporters, Maniu was promptly charged
with being 'anti-monarchist',1! a 'fascist' and an 'enemy
of the people'.

Maniu was tried and sentenced to solitary coninement for
life.l3 The President of the tribunal was the wartime Director
General of prisons and concentration camps. He owed his
appointmeni to the tribunal to a leadind member of tfre
Communist Party, Patrascanu.

7. The Kremlin's explanation to thc British Govcromcnt was that rhc
Sanatescu Government was utrable to malataitr c!trtrol ovcr .fascists'
and 'pro-Hitlcrite elcmcats'in the country.
8. Woild Neus and, yieros, Novmber 19, 1938.
9. Neu Yotk Times, March 17, 1945,
lO. Neu York Times, Sqttembcr 26, 194;5.
ll. Radio Bucharcst rcported that Groza had madc this stetcocnt whco
describing his talks with Stalin in autumo 1945.

!2.. 4t al election nqeeting ia Bgcharest oE Nov€obcr lZ, 1946, Ghcortliu
P?ioeader of qe Comqutrist Party) eodcd his speech i+ith dhe slogi'.:" Vote for the Kiug'.s_-gover..nment I LonB livc tie King t Long liic his
commmders and soldiers t Iong live the Army whiCh is his aad ftepeople's l -"_ [Y8acl Gluckstein, -Stalin,s Satelliies ia Europe, elta e
Unwin, p.l,ll.l
13. Maniu died in 1955.

(b) BULGARIA
When the Red Army occupied Bulgaria the Russian-backed

'Fatherland Front' Government took over. It was headed
by Colonel Khimon Georgiev. Colonel Demain Velchev was
Minister of War. Both had been former leaders of the
Military League. a fascist or8anisation sponsored by
Mussolini.lr

Colonel Ceorgiev had also beea the instigator of the fascist
coup of 1934 which had dismissed Parliam€nt, dissolved the
unions and declared them illegal. He had then become
Prime Minister and had begun a reign of terror which. in its
ruthless ferocity, surpassed even that of 1913. The Minister
of the Interior of &e new 'Fatherland Front' Government
was Anton Yu8low, a Communist leader. He controlled the
state security forces and was responsible for maintaining
'order'.

When the Nazi military machine eventually collap,sed, the
great maiority of the Bulgarian people were naturallv over-joyed. Although tired of war and ogpression. their relief did
not lead them to inactivity. Revolution--the opportunity
at last to become the masters of their own destiny - now
appeared possible. During the autumn months of 1944, in
Sofia and other towns. workers' militias arrested the fascists
and clamped them in gaol. They held mass demonstrations.
They elected full democratic people's tribunals. The police
were disarmed and in man!' cases disbanded.

The soldiers' feelings were in harmon_r-. with those of the
people: " Reports on the Bulgarian forces of occupation in
Western Thrace and lHacedonii vividly recall the picture of
the Russian Armr- in 1917. Soldiers' councils have been set
up. Ofrcers have been degraded, red flags hoisted. and normal
saluting has been abolished."r; This similarit-,- to l9l7 was
anathema to the Russian and Bu[arian 'Communist' leaders.
Backed by the Russian High Command. the Minister of War.
Colonel Velchev. issued a strict order to his troops. " Return
immediatell- to normal (sic) discipline. Aholish Soldiers'
Councils. Hoist no more red flags."

Sincere Bulgarian Communists denounced the hypocrrsy of
the Russians. Molotov attempted to quell the ensuing furore:
" If certain Communists continue their present conduct. we
will bring them to reason. Bulgaria will remain with her
democratic goyernment and her present order . . . You must
retain all valuable army officers from before the coup d'etat.
You should reinstate in the service all officers who have been
dismissed for various reasons."li

The sinister ring of these words echoed through Bulg,aria,
In 1934, the fascist Colonel Georgiev had attacked the
workers. He had suppressed strikes with loss of life and
dectared them illegal. In 1945, the same Colonel Georgiev,
now a Commuaist stooge, attacked striking workers as
'fascists.' " In March 1945 a number of coal miners struck
for hig,her wa8,es. They were immediately branded as
'anarchists' and 'faseists', and rushed into jail by the
Communist-conftolled state militia."rt
(c) HUNGARY

In 1918, the feeling in Hungary had been strong for
revolutionary change. These feelings had for a time been
peacefully channelled through the Government of Count
Karolyi, who had a reputation for being some kind of a
Socialist. The Karolyi Government made some concessions
to the people. In March 1919, the Allies brought about the
fall of the Karolyi Government. They issued Hung3ry with
an ultimatum concerning the frontier with Czechoslovakia
which Hungarians felt would be . crippling the cripple'.

Patriotic and revolutionary feelings combined and Bela

14. In 1923, the Illilitary Lcaguc organised a coup d,dtat and, overthrew
thc progressive regime ot Stambulinski. Stambuiinski was assassinatcd.
Tcns of thousands of his supportcrs, togethcr with many Communista
and seialists, were murdcrcd.
15. The Economist, Octobcr 7, 1944.
16. Nero York Times, raauary 15, 1945.
17. The Nation, June 23, 1945.



Kun'sl Government rode in on the crest of a new revolu-
tioniiv *are. Communists dominated the new administra-
iion. 

-itttrougt, it contained a number of Social Democrats'

In March 1919. the new government proclaimed the
Urng"iirn Soviet Republic. This was not imposed on the

"oun'iiv 
by a Russian armv. Ttrere-was -no direct contact

b;t*a;; Iiungary and Russia. Russia had o-uite enoush to
contend with at this time.

Prisoners of war returning from Russia gave accounts,
exiitedly and with undisguised admiration-, of the Great
n"rotrtion. news of which inspired the people with hope for
a new way of life. . How badly the Hungarians needed to
cling, to such a hope !

Hungary was a predominantlv peasant 'country in which
the diiiri6ution of land was more uniust than in anv other
oart of Europe. Almost all the land was owned by
iristocrats and by the Church. ffug p3ioritv of the people
were landless. unemployed and close to starvation. To end
the feudal land structure at this time would have been a
truly revolutionary act,

Bela Kun's Government lasted a little over four months.
Some argue there was no time for such measures. But
not 

"ren-ihe 
promise was made. Had such steps been taken,

Bela Kun's res,ime mis,ht have lasted longer. It would have
been difficult. if not imp,.rssible, for successive govertrments
to take the land away frcm the peasants again, without faciag
the prosp€ct of prolon8,ed civil war. As it was, the Kun
regime was overthrown as soon as the Rumanian Army bad
occupied Budapest. Bela Kun fled to Russia on August I'
l9l9.u

The demise of the Kun Government had been planned at
Szeyed bv Admiral Nichotas Horthv and his siupporters'
Representatives of the Rurnanian Army had been present. A
White Terror was let loose on Hungarv by Horthy's foreign-
assisted counter-revolution. The first fascist regime in
Europe was set up. For the Hungarians, all former horors
were now surpassed. Thousands of Ccmmunists and
Socialists were rounded up by fascist Eangs, beaten, tortured,
killed. The Trade Unions were violently suppressed. Those
merely suspected of socialist sympathies were tortured and
finally murdered. Thousands of people, quite unconDected
with such ideas, suftered persecution and death. So frighdul
were the reports of atrocities that even the British (who knew
all about atrocities in India) were moved to send a
Parliamentary Commission to Budapest. The Commission
reported that " the worst stories of mutilation, rape. torture
and murder " were proved.

The activities of the Hungarian Communist Party at this
time are referred to by Peter Fryer in his book Hungorian
Tragedy: "The tiny Communist Party carried out its work
in deep illegality. It made the kind of sectarian mistakes that
are so easy to make under such conditions, with leaders in
iail and murdered " (p.29). The movement was ' decapitated'
and floundered. This is inevitable under conditions of civil
war, whenever revolutionary movements are obsessed with
the cult of leadershio. It is a pre-requisite of success under
such conditions, that the leading activities of a movement be
spread.as far and wide as possible throughout its membership.
No one should be indispensable. Arrested 'leaders' should
always be replaceable by others.

For the Hungarian people the following years under Horthy's
fascist tyranny were full of dread and suftering. Some people

have claimed that Horthy's regime was not truly fascist. But
wi must remember that fascism in power may take a variety
of forms. Although basicallv similar, the regimes of Hitler'
Muisolini, Franco and Saiazar also differed in several

"iiti"rt"ri. Perhaps Horthy's regime could best be calledriuiJui aristocratii fascists'. Whatever its name, its sicken'
ing besiiality, as far as the ordinar!' people were concerned'
remains as a scar on the body of humanity.

The Horthy regime took part in World War II on Hitler's
side. However towards the end of this war a movement
developed which sought to detach Hungary from its alliance
with Nazi Germany. Nazi troops then occupied the country
r"a ttr" t"r-. ruled again. Left-wing militants were ruthlessly
hunted out and exterminated. Some 400,000 Hun8larian Jews
iire deported to agonv and death in Nazi concentration
qrmps.

Despite this lonc history of misery, the HunE?rian peg^plg

Uaa n6i givia up their hope of a better life. When in l9't4
the Red armv Uegat to occupy the country the people -were
*e[ disposed to*ards it. Thev sincerelv held Russia to
be a friend. They trusted the promise of liberation. Many
Russians had given their lives in bitter battles to drive out
the German Nazis. The glorious ideals of l9l7 were not
forgotten. So trusting were the few HunSarian Communists
thai they helped to.organise the dividing up of large estates
2mong the peasants'

In December 1944, a Hungarian government was formed
at Debrecen in the Russian-occupied area. A shudder went
through the people. The First Minister vvas the Hungarian
Commander-in-Chief General Bela Miklos de Dolnok. Bela
Itiktos had been the first Hungarian personally to receive
from Hitler the greatest Nazi honour:' -Knight Grand Cross
of the Iron Cross. Only a few months.barlier, in July 19'14'
General Bela Miklos had held the highlv trusted job of
messengpr between the pfincipal organiser of the White
Terror. Admiral Horthy, and the vilest Nazi of them all,
Adolf Hitler.r

There were two other generals in the Government : Vtiriis
and Faragho. General Ianos Vtirds, Bela Miklos's ex-Chief-
of-staft' became Minister for Defence' Imre NaEy became the
Minlster for Agriculture. The rest of the Government was
formed of members of the Communist, Social Democratic aad
Smallholders pa.rties. The Economist described it at the
time as " a queer collection of the local denizens and the
parties of the left ".

The new government still considered Admiral Horthy the
legitimate ruler of Hungary' The Minister for Defence,
General V6riis, ended his first speech over the Russian radio
with the contradictory slogan: "Iong live a free and demo-
cratic Hunga.ry, under the leadership of Admiral Horthyl".
The first declaration of the Russian-sponsored government
as broadcast by Moscow radio on December 24, 194/,
proclaimed : " The Regent of our country, Nicholas Horthy,
has been seized by the Germans. The mercenaries -4ow in
Budapestzl are usurpers. The country has been left without
leadership at a moment wheu the reins of Sovernment
must be taken in strong hands . . . Vital interests of
the nation demand that the armed forces of the Hungarian
peoples. together with the Soviet Union and democratic
oeoples, should help in the destruction of Hitlerism. The
Provisional Government declares that it re8nrds private
property as the basis of economic life and the social order of
the counFy and will guarantee its continuity ".

General Miklos, Knight Grand Cross of the Iron Cross, had
read the proclamation. It sounds incredible, How could
such a man call for " the destruction of Hitlerism "? To
people like Bela Miklos, the privileges, prestige and power
that go with leadership, were the paramount considerations.
The nature of the leadership, its policy, methods and aims.
were of secondary consequence. But how could Soviet Russia

lE. Kun was Foreign Minister, but he dominated thc GoycrnEent.
19. Kun opposed Stalin during thc gfeat purges of the middle tiirties
and was executed. In February 1962 a national deletatc ctinfaence of
Kadar's HunS,arian Joumalists' Union 'cleared' Kun's nane. Tbe
Union's President, Dr. Arpad Szakasits, paid hiBh trib[tcs to Kua, his
':8reat c€ntral committce," and his Voras Utsag-tbe first Huogarian
Communist newspaper. It was also reported (Feb. ,52) that Bela-Kun's
widow and son, who live on a farm in the Soviet Union, had b€en lnvited
by Kadar to return and settle in Hungary. (Szakasits was an ex-Social
Democratic leader and editor of Nepsnua in 1944. Hc succeeded Tildy
as President of Hungary in 1948. Became a victim of Rakosi's'Salami
tactics' (see Chapter 4) and was imprisoned for four years.)

m. Se ,'dr,tif{,l Nicholot Hqthv-Mcmoirs, p.XtrL
21. At ttis timc the Gctfiasr sdtl ocllrptcd thc caplter. Thry fought l!
ly-cay strcet, leaving a dcvastatld city bchiad thcm.



pur such men into leading positions ? The main reason
was given by Miklos himself in the deplaration quoted above :
". . . The country has been left without leadership . . . ". Itr
other words a political vacuum existed. There was a real
danger of it being filled by the organisations thrown up by
the industrial and agricultural workers. The workers had
taken Communist propaganda at its f{ce value. They had
already begun to act upon it. This was Extremely dangerous
for the Soviet leadership and for all those who accepted it.
The only people the Russians c.ould rely on rvere the rennants
of the previous ruling groups.

Russian beliefs that nobody other than erstwhile managers
and administrators could run the country were not new.
The seeds had been sown in Russia itself, shortly afier the
October Revolution and long before the Stalin era. Prior to
tbe Revolutioa the Bolsheviks had repeatedly advocated
rorkers' control of production. But as early as the spring
of l9l8-and long before the dimculties imposed bv thi
Civil War - leadins Party membersl were stressitrg the
rdvantages of 'one-man man:rgement' of industry. They
ryere soon actively denouncing those within their own Party

-and those outside it-who still held to the view that
only collective rurnagement could be a genuine basis for
socialist constructioo.

We cannot here deal with this extremely important and
complex period of working class history, nor with the
extremely tense csntroversies which this question of
nanagement gave rise to.2z There can be little ooubt however
that it is in the events, difrculties and conflicts of tlzis period
that one should seek the real roots of the degeneration of
the Russian Revolution. Many years later, even the
bourgeoisie was to perceive t-he significance of what then tookplace. When The GuardiaiP refers to Lenin's writings of
March l9l8 as " dealing in part with emulatins capitalist
orgfirisation of industry within a socialist framework ", itis merely expressing this awareness with its customary
mixture of naivete and sophistication.

The dangers that would flow from such ideas had been
clearly perceived in Russia by a grouping known as the
Workers Opposition. As early as 1921, one of its prominent
members, Alexandra Kollontai, had written : " Distrust
towards the working class (not in the sphere of politics, but
in the sphere of economic creative abilities) is the whole
essence of the theses siCned by our Party leaders. They do
not believe that. the rough hands of workers, untrained
technically, can mould these economic forms which in the
passage of time shall develop into a harmonious system of

22. For further lnforsration on this subiect sec Solidaitg Pamphlct No.
7, The Workers Owosition, by Alexandra Kollontai.
2t. The Guardiafl, September 29,1962.

Communist production.
" To all of them-Lenin, Trotsky, Zinoviev and Bukharin

-it seems that production is such a ' delicate thins,' that
it is impossible to get along without the assistance of
'managers'. First of all, we shall 'bring up' the workers,
'teach them'. Only when they Erow up shall we remove
from them all the teachers of the Supreme Council of National
Economy and let the industrial unions take control over
production. It is signifrcant that all the theses written by the
Party leaders coincide on this essential point: for the present
we shall.not give the trade unions control over production.
For the present, 'we shall wait'. They all agree that at
present the management of production must be carried on
over the workers' heads by means of a bureaucratic apparatue
inherited from the past."8.

In the capitalist West, of course. there had never been
any 'nonsense' about the workers controlling and managing
production. When the Western powers 'liberated' parts ef
Europe in 1945, the Military Governments set up by the
occupying armies ensured that only peogle with a particular
social background or a particular kind of previous
experience were put or retained in commanding managerial
or administrative positions.s To the victors it mattered little
to what ends---or to whose ends-this experience had been
put in the past. Like spoke to like-and they got on 6ne t
The mystieue of management cut across national boundaries.

As it became cbvious that the future rulers of Hungary
would be the Communist Part-v and its rapidly forming
bureaucracy, the place-seeking elements came flocking in. The
Party became the recruiting ceatre for the future 'leaders'
and managers. (A similar process had occurred in Germany.
with the rise of Hitler's party.) Economic administration and
political rule were conoentratd into fewer and fewer hands.

24. Solidarity Pamphlct No, 7, The Workers Opposition, by Alexandra
Kollontai, p.20.

25. The author, who was a P.O,W. in Austria and rcmained there for
six months after tte sar bad endcd, has pprsonal experience of all this.

While workint with AEerican IntclliS,ence in Styria. he was arrcitcd
on the order of the America Military Governor of thc area. He was
a8,ain put behind barH win in m er-P.O.W. camp in the town of
Stainach. An Amerim tuard was placcd over the camp. Two
American mcmber of thc IntelliBence Unit w€re also arrested, but
were not seen again by Andcrson. who escaped from the camp the very
same night and wmt into hidiDg,

Anderson and tie otheis had b€en actively obiectinS to leading local
Nazis being, retaired in or given positions of authority by rhe
American Military Govcrnmcnt. rrYhen thc British took over this
palticular zoDe froE the Americans, ADdarson camc out of hidlng and
ioined a British Intelligcf,cr Unit op€rating, from the town of Liezen,
Things were no b€tter. The British Military Goy?rnment also regarded
the strutting Nazi administrators and manatcrs of only a few weeks
ealier as thc only p.oplc thcy could rcly on. A similar situation
developed as _with the AEerican Military Qovcrnment. Anderson was
aSain arested.



Salami and Reparations
'An latcllltcnt vlctor wllL whcncvcr poodHc,
prc.etrt hls demends to the trnqufuhed h
hctrloents."
A. Hitler. Mein l(ottpl0925).

ln thc F,ast European statcs, the systematic destruction of
thc Socialist and Peasant parties beSan eently. It continued
with in$eased tempo until. by 1948, they had bcen virtually
liquidated. It was essential that ao means of opposition be
open to the people if the tools of the Russian bureaucracy,
the national Communist parties, were to carry out their
proSrammcs.

Thc people wcre already begianing to fecl that thcir trust
in Sovict Russia was being betrayed. There is no more
bittcr and painful disappointmcnt thaa that caused when a
fricnd betrays your trust. Tbe Hungarian C-ommunists knew
thi9. Thcy kncw what passioas it would aiousc. They were
only a minority. Their ruthless dctcrmiaation to hold on
to power had to be made appareBt- to all.

Their instrument of repression was of course the policc.
C;omplete contro! of this force was essential. By eainingtbc kcy post of the Ministry of Interior. this was assured
thcm. Through this Ministry they also controlled thc Civil
Scrvice. All the key positions were held by their members.
The party- of thc proletariat, far from destroying the eristiag
stateaachinc, utiliscd it and strcagthened ii to esablish iG
dictatorship _ooer the proletariat. . In later describing their
methods, Rakosi said that in those days the very idea of the
dictatorchip of the proletariat was dii:ussed on-ly ia limiaa
Party circlcs. " \{c did- not bring (it) bcforC the party
publicly bccause evcn thc theoretical discussion of thl
Dictatorship of the Proletariat as an obicctive, would have
causcd alarm among our comganions in thc coalition. It
would- have madc more difficult our endeavour to win ovcr. .'. the nraiority of the mass of thc workers.,E

The wianing -9ver of the workcrs to a revolutioaary
programmc would have been ooly too easy, But tbe parti
would have lost control of the norkers in the proccss. I;their fea-r of . this, the Party uDited wirh ttreii bouigeoG
'companions in thc coalition'.

- Rakosi explirined how the . Revolution' had been madc
from above and how it had brought the Hungarian Comnunist
Rrt-v tS trclver. He described how, tbroush tha- Ministryof the Interior, th9_ Palty had been' abl,e i;{;;;"k ' th;
lcaders of the Smallholders party, ; reveal' Ecir crincs ana'remoye' _tAem._,.-Rakosi described how the opposition wasgrt intg slices 0ike a salami sausaee) an!-d6&;aed-- .;t
tose.days -this was called 'salani -tacti6, . . . We sticed
o$,. b-it-by bit, -reaction in the Smallhoiatrs parV . . . Warhittled away the strength of the enemy.iu 

-

Rakosi also described the fusion of the Comrnunist party
with the Social Democratic Party as a complete victory-ioi.
!h! Communists and utter defeat for the Sirclat Oerno&iG.
(How easy this must have been, *ittr ttrJ trtinistiioi- tudIgtcrior to reveal the 'crimes , 6t tne Soclat Oeinocrate ti
He then related how the Communist party . capturea; Oi

army, policc and state sccurity form Ge. thc sccrct police).
This was achicved in 'bitter battle . . . thc uorc ro becausc
our Parry alrea{v hed a strong foothold in thosc
organisations . . . Whcn in the auhron of t9{E, our ParF
took ovcr the Ministry of Dcfencr. the vigorous dcvclopment
of tle ddencc forcQs could start.6

ftat thc absolute control of thc secret polie is furdis-
pcnsable to those who wisb to supprlrss the pcople, was
also madc euitc cleer by Ra&,osi hiurcclf. " ltcrt ur6 one
positioa, coatrol of which rvas claincd by ou ParE from
the trst miaute. One position whcre thc ParE rvas not
inclined to coasider aay distribution of the poats according
to the strengti of the parties ia the oalition. Tbis rvas
the Sate Sccurity Authority . . . 14re tept this orsanisation
in our hands fnom thc first d4y of ib esablisltneat."r Thc
lcaders of the Communist Parry knew eractly wfat they wcrc
doing when they took contrcl of the A.V.O. (Sccret Secudtv
Polie).

The Huagnrian s€cret police uscd all the latest techniques
of torture aad murder known to the GestaDo and N.K"VD.
Soviet ocqrpation, trooD6 had been irrrncdiaf6!52 followed into
Hungary by the 'political experts'of thc N.K-V.D., who immc-
diatcly proceedcd to 'rcorganise' thc sccurity forcs. Thcsc
wcrr now staffcd by a curious mixture of t&e old veruin of thc
HortLv rcgiue and the new scum of the C.ommuaist Parfy.
!f,is furrm:n ga$agc occupied a privilcgcd position in
Hungarian socicty. Tbe aational averaic wagc in 1956 rvas
about 1,fi)0 foriats a moath. Tbe pay of A.V.O. 'rankers'
was 3,fl10 forinf a month. 06cers were paid between 9,0fl)
and 12,fl)0 foriats a month. AII were passionatcfy hatcd by
thc Hungarian people.

The 'salami tactics' of Akiag over tbe Statc apperatus
cvoked criticism from a number of C.ommuaist Party
members. The 'leadcrship' dealt with their critics . . .
through the police. The Party was direetly rcsponsiblc for
the terror, the murder, ttre torture and the bcatinss wtich
were a feature of Hungarian lif.e un;ler thc Rakosi rcsime.

Along with violeat political suppression, tbe workers also
sufiered the slower agoqy of deterioratiag eonomic sandards,
amounting at tines to starration. The repa.ration pqt/EeD6
extracted by Russia acoounted for this to no small degfee.

The reparations plot was hatched at the Yalta C.onferencc,
where the l4rest had agrccd with Stalin to carye up Eunopc
into .spleres of influence. After World \{ar I the Soviet
Unioa had vigorously condemned the reparations exacted
fronn Germany by the victorious Allies throuch the Treaty
of Versailles. It oontinually and correctly cnphasised that
these extortions placcd an intolerable burdea upon tbc
German working class who were not respoasible for the ryar
and for the damage it had caused, At the time, the same
opinions had been clearly and firmly voiced by the various
national Communist Parties. Duriag l4rorld l{ar II, as the
hopes of a Russian victory grew brigbter, this line was
dropped. It looked as if the Russians misht be on the

2a Fro Rekoct'r spGGGh o( Fcbmrry 29, l%2, to ttc plrte Ac.d.ay(F lb Rd d (iE ?.optc,s D"rr, _*r u;-;itittina-u l6d'iFiTyttc Hmg.ria! Ncws aad fntormauo-SiHoit.--- -



reeeiving end of reparations. The chameleo,a ideology of-their
; soEaiiJm' show6d itself. what was deemed 'robbery'
bt-ihe capitalist states became ' justice' when the Russians
practised it.

Exact figures as to the quantity of machinerv, etc., dis-
mantled and sent to the U.S'S.R. are not available. One
estimate for Hungary puts it at 124 million dollars. Like
Hitler's armv. the Red Army lived off the country it occupied.
Here again eiract figures for these occupatioo costs are lacking.
However, an addition to the coutrtry's population of over a
million men must have used up a great deal of the natioa's
food produce alone. A rather hypocritifal -Amdrican note
to the Russian Government, dated Julv 23, 1946, stated that
" the Soviet Forces had, up to June 1945, taken out of
Hungary four million tons of wheat, rye, barley, maize and
oats. (The total pre-war annual production of these grains
was a little over 7 million tons.) Of the foodstuffs available
for the urban population in the second half of 1945, the
Soviet Army had appropriated nearly all the meat, one sixth
of the wheat and rye, one quarter of the legumes, nearly three
quarters of the lard, a tenth of the vegetable oils and a fifth of
tLc milk and dairy products. Extensive requisitioning of
food was going on as late as April 1946." The food shortage
duriag this period was so serious that each person was getting
at the most only 850 calories a day - less than in Germany
or Austria. As one might expect, the increase in the death
ratc was alarming.

Another unknown euantity is the amount of material
(pcrsonal goods, etc.) which found its way to Russia through

looting.
The known list of reparations extracted from Eastern

Europe is staggering enough. We cannot here go into the
detaiis for each country. Some details about Hungary should
Sive a picture of the whole.

The total reparations demands from Hungary amounted to
fOO mittion dollars. Two-thirds of this went to R'ussia and
iri iest was divided eouallv between Czechoslovakia and
Yusoslavia. Industrial Soods constituted 837i of the total.
ihJ remainins 17% was.agricultural products. Before the
wii, industrial products made'up only about a quarter of all
Hungarian exports. The British pirliamentary delegation
which vis,ted Hungary in the spring of. 1946, stated that the
combined msts of reparations and of the occupation
;-"ili.4 to 307" of thi national income (reparations l8%,
occupation l2l). A U.- representative at the October 1946
session of the Paris Peace Conference had put these costs at
35% of. the national income.

The scale of these reparations placed an enormous burden
on the Hungariaa e@nomy and hence on the producers :
the working tlass. By 194E, despite the A.V.O. and the Red
Army, their resentment mieht have erupted into the streets.
The ianger was reported tothe Kremlin. In Julv 1946 Russia
decided io waive half the reparations still due' On Decenlber
15, 1948, the Finance Minister, Erno Gerii, was able to tell
the Hungarian Parliament that, although in 1948, 25.4% af
the national expenditure weDt to pay Russian reparations, only
9.8 % of the budget for 1949 would be allocated to this purpose.

Methods of Exploitation and Subiugation
" Masses of labourers, crowded into tbe factoxy,
are organized like soldiers. As privates of the
industrial army, they are placed undei thc
commrnd of a perfect hierarchy'of officers aad
sergeants.tt
K. Marx and F. Engels. The Communist
Manifesto (L848).

(a) TRADE.
There were still other ways of exploiting the people. Trade,

for example. The Communist governments of Eastern
Europe soon saw that Russian heavy industry was incapable
of providing them with capital goods. They knew that
machinery and raw materials were essential. They were
prepared to try and get these from the West. The Marshall
Plan seemed to be an answer to the problem. At least two
of these countries, Czechoslovakia and Poland, made clear
their desire to take part in the Marshall Plan. Even after
pressure from Moscow had compelled them to drop the idea,
attempts were still made to get trade with the West,

Moscow's plans in this period were helped by Washington.
The U.S.A. established an 'iron curtain' to trade between
the \ryest and the countries of Easterri Euroge, when she
instructed other Western nations not to export 'strategic
goods'. The State Department's 'secret list' of strategic
Soods covered practically every kind of capital equipment. It
included such items as gramophone recording discs and
needles for the textile industry.fl Trade with the Soviet

Union (on Russia's terms) was assured.
To some people, the term 'trade' means 'a mutually

agreed exchange of commodities between countries'. Those
in the Kremlin did not accept this definition. Their idea
of trade was based on the old imperialist principle of buving
cheap and selling dear - very, very dear !

The satellite states were regarded as a source of raw
materials and of cheag manufactured goods. Exploitation
worked in two directions. Russia secured the satellites'
exports at below world prices. And it exported to them at
above world prices. The Polish-Soviet agreement of August
16, 1945, for the annual export of Polish coal to the U.S.S.R. is
a startling example. " The robberv of Poland through this
transaction alonl amounted to over one hundred million
dollars a year, British capitalists never got such a large
annual profit out of tieir investments in India."s Shoes
rnanufaCtured in Czechoslovakia at a cost of 300 crowns a
pair were sold to Russia at 170 crowns a pair. Yet when
ihe Czech goyernmetrt, owing to the severe drought ol 1947'

27. Scc specch by the Polish ForeigD Minister Modzelewski, to a
CoEtnittce of thc U.N. Geaeral Asscmbly (November 2, l94E).

2t. YEael Gluckstcio-.Sralin's Sctellitcs in Europe (p.66Fan crcclicnt
sourcd ot ilformadoa for ttc p€riod up to 1950.



was forced to import large quantities of grain from the
U.S.S.R., it had to pay more than 4 dollars a bushel for it. At
the time, the U.S.A. was selling grain at 2.5 dollars per
bushel on the world market.

Bulgaria found no difrculty in selling her tobaccp for badly
needed dollars. Yet in 1948, she had to sell nearly all her
tobacco crop to the U,S.S.R. at a very low price, Russia
was then able to re-sell the tobacco to ltaly, making a hand-
some profit 

- in dollars.
That Russian 'trade' with Hungary was considerable is

shown by the 1948 long-term agreement. This stated that
'trade' was to be trebled in 1949. No details were given.
Although Russia supplied cotton, and Hungnry manfactured
g,oods, the quantities involved and their prices were asjealously 8uarded as military secrets. One of the main
reasons for the secrecy was that workers in the factories were.
to some extent, aware of this exploitation and strongly resented
it.

(b) MIXED COMPANIES.
The amount of German capital invested in Bulsaria,

Hungary and Rumania, was considerable. In Rumania, for
example, it equalled over a third of all investments in oil,
banking and industry. In Hungary, German-owned property
was estimated at beins worth 1,200 million dollars. Russia
exercised her 'rights' under the Potsdam agreement. All
German investments were confiscated. (The Russians only
took over the assets of the various enterprises. Theii
Iiabilities were chars,ed to the state") This was done partly
by dismantling machinery, partly by taking control of those
industries still operating in Hungary. ' ]ointlv controlled
companies were set up. These were, at first, ogerated in
partnership with private caoitalists but when these were
later expropriated, the U.S.S.R. held joint control of the
companies with the Hungarian Government.re No industry
was cornpletely owned by the U.S.S.R. Russia invested in
as many undertakings as possible, thus gaining a greater gf,ip
over the whole economy. These 'mixed companies' were
organized and conducted on capitalist lines. The only notabte
diftprence was that one side of the 'equal' partnership
(U.S.S.R.) was making far greater profits than the other (thi
satellite State). In some cases the latter even had to under-
write the losses !

(c) NATIONALIZATION.
It was not, h<iwever, until 1948 that integration of the

Hungarian economy into that of the Soviet Union was seriously
begun. This was achieved through nationalization.

The term 'nationalization', when used by the leaders of
either East or West, has only one meaning : to ensure and
consolidate their own control over th€ means of distribution,
production and exchange.so

In Hungary, some industries had already been nat,onalized.
But until the nationalization law of March 25, 194, ZSi;
of.heavy industry and 8091 of all other industry was still G
private hands. This law laid down that all firms employi_ng
more than I00 people were to be taken over by the Stata.

It was not until the end of 1949 that nationalizatiou was
completed. The Hungarian Communist leaders did not differ
from those of the British Labour party on the o-uestion of
whether nationalization should involve cotrtrol by the

workers themselves. This is shown by the report that'Easter
llonday, 194E, was declared a holiday. While the workers
were not in the factories, State oEcials came down and took
them over. The next day the worke$ arrived to 6ttd a new
master ".3t Nationalization by the l.abour Government was
carried out with rather more political sophisticatiotr. As far
as the workers were concerned, the net result was much the
same.il

(d) COLLECTIVI'ZATION.
Another method of exploiting the population was the

Russian type of collectivization. While in other states of
Eastern Europe this was begun at an early stage, in HunEary,
the Government remained, for a long time, shy at making the
attempt. After some manoeuvring, it eventually began slowly
to' collectivize' agricrrlture,

By November 1949, some 7Y" of the arable laad was in the
hands of co-operative or state farms. The difidence of the
Hua8arian rulers was due mainly to their fear of open oppo-
sition from the agricultural workers. the reason, in the
jar8on of the government, was that faster collectivization
mi8ht strengthen'Titoist tendencies'.

In the process of completing nationalization, what few
rights the workers had enioyed under private ownership were
whittled rway. Strikes, as before, were of course illeglal.
Comptete control of the factory was placed in the hands of
a single manager. Minister Erno Gerti, in his Iune 1950
rcport to the Central Committee of the Party, put it like this :

" i factory . . . can have only one maRager who in his own
person is responsible for everythins that happens in the
iactory ". ThC screw subjecting the workers to the will of
management had been given the final Jurn. Hun8iary was
a fully qualified satellite of the U.S.S.R.

The destruction of the gains which the Russian workers
had for a short while secured in 1917 had taken rather longer.
True, the Party campaiSn for 'one rnan management ' of
product'on 

-and against workers' management-bad begun
as early as the spring of 1918. It met with considerable
resistance. For the first few years industries were run by the
so-called Troika, i.e. the workers' committee, the Party cell
and the manager. By 1924 even this had become a farce.
By 1929 the Party's Central Committee felt ready to pass a
resolution that workers' factory committees " may not inter-
vene directly in the running of the plant or endeavour in any
way to replace plant management. They shall, by all means.
possible, help to secure one-man control, increased production,
plant development and thereby improve the material con-
ditions of the working class."rr The ghost of the erstwhile
Troika was not officially buried until 1937. The offEcial
presiding at this particular ceremony was Stalin's right-hand
man, Zhdanov. Speaking at the Plenum of the Central
Committee he said: ' . . the Troika is something quite
impermissible . . . the Troika is a sort of administrative board,
bui our economic administration is contiucted along totally
different lines,'a

In the 'workers' states' of Eastern Europe, the people were
not even allowed to go through these limited and distorted
forms of economic seif-administration, The Troika system
was never introduced.

Given the complete poxtical and economic integration with
the Soviet Union. nothing seemed nor,y to stand in the way
of total exploitation. Nothing ?

3r;"a,lTr1tjl"*o,Telopments 
occured in Bulsaria, Polald, Rn\'i, aad

10. lotd-Chandos, chairman of Associated Elcctrfcal rnd8su'ics, aDd
h.ad of th. Institute of Directors, .saiq at a luncheon of the CoaI fndustry
Soqiety at^ thc Hydc Park Hot;I, in London, on 

-iaauaty t. i%t;" Nationalization -of a fairly substantial sector of lndustry bas cmc to$ry, . .. It- is quite clcar that evcry loyal citiz.n must ry to matc ournahooalizd industries work_effciently. I coagratulate Lofo Rob.as (€n-
froa-t bcach Labour M.p.) Chairman ot the-xi-iionir-ai,.I-ddd-.'ai:vin3 .many -ideas, I congratulatc the coal tradc upG the livclyri?.I iE mark.tin8. As an industrialist I want chcap fricl ad rcliabliud I b€li-ev!_that is what you will sccuic tor us-" (fhe(,-ttu, January f l%2).

,1. Continental Neos Setoice, April 16, 1948.
32. Another similarity bctwcen ttrc Hungarian (or any othcr) Coq-
munist Party aEd the British (or any other) Labour Partr is that bott
profess to bL parties of thc working class. Both no doubt Etartcd wlth
thc obiectivc of'emancipatinS labour'. Both have becomc obstacles to
this etid. Both are now-thc itouthpicces of ron-proletaden strata. IE
th.ir intemal oryanizatlon-aod in thcir conccptibrrs. oJ thclr rclrdoD3
to the masses-b;th now reiect the fuBdamental division of exploitiag
socicty into ordcr-givers and ordcr-taxers. Obiccttvcly, thc functioa of
both types of party-is to forcc the working, class'to accapt a'rationaliscd'
torur of crploitation.
?3. Praoda, Septcubcr 7, 1929.
A. Praoda, March ll, 1937.



Resistance Grows
gPlecc-wegc lc the forn oI srtcs d tr
heroony wtth thc c.pltrltst node ol Fodrcdor
. . . tt scrved ls r lever for lengthcnirr tlc
worllag dry rad the lowcrlat of waSca'
K. Marx. Capital (f867).
'It hes bcer the lron prlnciple of thc Netiorl
Socialtst leadcrshlp not to lrcrmit eny risc i! &c
hourly wege rrt6 but to reisc lncome sobb by
ln lncreese ln perfonnence."
A. Hitler, speaking at the Party Congress of
Honour.tPlecc-work is e revolutionery systeu 6.t
eliminrtcs lnerde end meter the l.borrer hEltlc.
Under thc cspitrllst systcD lorlins end lrzircs
ere tostered. But now, everyotre hes e chucc
to work herder and elm nore.'
Scanteia [Rumanian Communist dailyl. January
13, 1949.

The 'chance to work harder'-through piece-work-was
introduccd into Hungary on an unprecedented scale. Piece-
work appeals to the baser instiacts of maa. This is apparent
in our own sociev. Piece-work is mrich praised by- those
who rule us. For the managers of the people, here or abroad,
it is an important means of controlling, manipulating and
dominating the workers. Piece-work helps break up their
natural tendency to unite and cooperate. It is a valuable
weag)n in the haads of those who wish to demoralize and
atomize the working class.

Ihe whole piece-work sJ rtem depends upon basic wages
being kept at a low level. In Poland, for example, trecausc
of the extent of piece-work, basic wages almost disappeared.
The system was bolstered by the Russian-style Stakhanovites.
These were the piece-workerc, par excellence. The type exists
in British factories and they are usually disliked. The workers
in Eastern Europe were quite hostile to them. The Stakhano-
vites themselves continually complained of this hostility.
The oftcial party or8ans deplored it as an " attack on
Stafthaaovites by politicallv immatuls workers'. In fact, the
9th congress of the Czechoslovak C-ommunist Party called for
measures a8ainst these workers " who run down the work
of the Stakhanovites and who even try to put a spoke in their
wheel."

In Hungary, not only the workers, but even some Party
members, were trying to put a spoke in the wheel of the whole
piece-work system. In a speech on November TI, 194t,
Rakosi referred to this and to varirous 'go-slow' movements
amonS the workers when he said: " . . . the factory directors
are capitulating to the lazy workers. The production quotas
are too low ". But although the 'lazy workers' were being
continually threatened, they did not mend their ways. In
Iune, 1950, Erno Gerti, in his report to the Party's Central
Committee, declared : " rvage and norm swindling have spread
aaong thc masses. They can be attributed, to a great degree,
to the underground work of right-wing social-democratic

elements and their allies, the clerical reactionaries. That such
an unsavoury situation in the field of norms could arise is
partly because, in many cases, the economic leaders of the
factories, Party functionaries and trade union members, are
among those who slacken the norms . . In more than
one case they go so far as to protect and support the wage
swindlers ". Having virtually stated that Party members
were in league with 'ri:ht-wing Social Democrats', Gerii
arranged for a big increase in the basic norm,

Conditions in the factories worsened. On January 9, 1950.
the Hungarian Goverometrt issued a decree prohibiting
workers from leaving their place of work without permission.
Penalties for disobeying were severe.33

Increasing alienation and exploitation in any country in the
world are invariably met by increasing resistance, Sabotage
becomes widespread. This is one of the economic facts of
Iife. It is well known to all industrial sociologists and is
openly discussed by those of them who are not directly in
the pay of the giant corporations.s

That Hungarian workers roere resisting became even
clearer through the utterances of their 'leaders'. Speaking
at Debrecen on December 5, 1948, the Hunenrian Minister of
Industry. Istvan Kossa,r said: "The workers have assumed
a terrorist attitude towards the directors of the nationaiized
industries ". He added that if they didn't change their

35. Although thcre is an alEct monastic silcocc abqut t!em, -fo{ccglabour carips ccrtaitrly cristcd in Huogary. Atr indication of thlir
cxistence wis given oi ,l\usust 21, 1950, when Radio Budapest repostcd
that I. Olagos,-a worker iitic wigon factory at Gyiir, had been found
tuilty of i'wages swindlc' and-sentenced to six years compulsory
labou.
36. See Solidanty, vol. II, No. I, p.l5 " who Sabots ? "
37. Kossa was a former BudaDeEt tramworkers' lead6 who had bcctr
sent with a p€nal labour battalion to the Russial front, gaptured by thc
Rcd Arov and 'ooliticallv educatcd' at a Russian training centrc. Hs
became b-oss oi tic Co-'iunist-reor8anized tradc unions, in 1945.
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attitude, a spelt of forced labour misht help' - 
Workers who

did!'t seem to be in loze with their work were often denounced
by the leaders as 'capitalist agents'.

Despite police terror, workers found several yays o!
resistiirg. i"he two most important were absenteeism and
turning out work of poor o-uality. On Auglst 3l' 1949'
Rakosistated that production had fallen 'bv l0 - 15% in the
last few months ". He also claimed that the number of days
lost due to workers going sick was 2 to 3 times higher than
before the war.s The Times (September 5' 1949) carried
a report from its Budapest correspondent on the Conference
of the Communist Party of Greater Budapest (an area com-
prising over 607i, of Hungarv's industry): " The Conference
iepori says that productivity is stagnant in most industries
and declining in iome. Between Februarv and July' it fell
throughout the manufacturing industry by l7% . . . Far too
many workers were applying for sick relief =- io a recent
weeli, in one factory : ll",L. In another : l2o/. Instances
ete given of self-inSicted wounds."

Referrin8 to the decline in the quality of the goods produced'
Rakosi also stated (August 31, 1949) that " walte in the
Manfred Weiss iron foundry (Hungary's secold largest
factory) had risen from 10.47! to 2f .5%;'

On paper many workers still remained in the ParE Well.
what would you do ? To leave would bave meant the risk
of being dubbed a'fascist spv'. There was plenty of evidencc
of this. It made the incentive to stav in particularly
attractive. Some proof of the crisis of conscience Party
mbmbers were going, throu8h was shown by Iozsef Revai -the Party theoretician. In October 194E, he compLained.that
Szabad AIep. the Party daily of which he was editor, was read
by only l2'( ol Party members. 

*

Meanwhile a few leading members of the Communist
parties of Eastern Europe had become au&cious. They had

begun to tlink for themselves. Their thoughts were sub'
versive of the established order. Party purges became
popular.

Between 19,t8 and 1950, the C-omnunist parties expelled:
in Czechoslovakia over 250,000 members ; in Bulgaria
92,5N - about a frfth of the membership ; in Rumanir:
192,000 - over a fifth of tbe membership. In Hungary'
483,m0 Party members tvele expelled.

This was the period of the big Tito-Stalin explosion. The
'fallout' contaminated Communist parties'throughout the
world. The sickness was, of @urse, most prevalent in Easteru
Europe, where huntiog Titoists became a fashionable sport for
the various leaderships. Iarge numbers of people were arres'
ted and thrown into prison. Show trials were held. Thousaads
of erstwhile 'good Stalinists' were found guiltv on clearly
trumped-up charges. Many hundreds were executed. Among
the leaders themselves, Slansky and Clementis in Caecho'
slovakia, Koci Xoxi in Albania, Kostov in Bulgaria' aad
Raik in Hungary, alt paid the supreme penaltg. One of
Kostov's most iserious ' crimes was revealed by the Prosecrrdon
in dead-paa-comediaa style. Kostov was charged with having
been a friend of Bela Kun who, it bad been 'proved'n was a
'Trotskyist fascist.'

The most truly frighteniag thing wa!; Raik's 'confcssioa'.
He was arrestcd in May, 1949, and his trial began on Scptem-
bcr 16. Raik plcaded euilty to all the Prosecution's cbargca
and to a number of others besides. Ttat he could not possibly
have beea guilty of these charges, must havc beeE quitc
obvious to tlose who kner him. Raik aod the othcr:s wcrc
sacrificed to bolster up the tottering authority of the Party
leadership. Thesc'victorious' Staliaists iatcndcd the trials
to be shocking and frighteoing examples of their nrthlcssnes.
fhey wcrr. Throueh these iudicial murders, Salin, as chicf
spokesman for thc burcaucracy, was saying to all: "Think
twice before lrou qu6tion our infallibility." [n Eastern Europe
at this time, pcoplc mieht wcn have thoueht tbat Orwcll's
ppphest had bcen brought forward by scveral decades. But
herc aSnin rcsistane was growing.3t, Ncsc Zurchcr Zeitunt, Scptcmbct 6, I9l9.
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New Course?
". . . l stntum of the old st te that hed not
cropped out but been upheaved to the surficc
of the new st te by an earthquake; without
faith ln itself, without t ith in the pcople,
erumbling st thosc ebove' trembling before
ttosc bclow. egoisdc towards both sides end
consclous of its egolsn, rcvolutioaery in
relntion to the conservatives and cons€rvative
in relation to the revolutionists . . ."
K. Marx. The Bourgeoisie and the Countet'
Reoolution (1850).

Oi March 6, L953, the Kremlin bluntly announced that
Stalio had died after a short illness. Workers in Eastern Europe
felt the time had now oome to end the oppression hls regime
had imposed on them. They did not wait long. Early in
Iune, workers in Plzen begao a mass demonstration.

Plzen is one of Czechoslovakia's largest industrial centres.
The great 'Skoda' arms factory is situated there. The
demonstration, which was quite spontaoeous, be8nn as a
protest against currency changes. But as it spread, political
demands were made : gireater participation in factory manage-
ment, an end to piece-work, the resi8natiol of the Government
and free elections. By the time the demonstration had
developed to the verg,e of a revolt (uniformed soldiers had
ioined in aqd large crowds had occupied the Town Hall),
troops arrived from Prague and the rising was swiftly quelled.
Further spontaneous risings in other parts of Czechoslovakia
and in other satellite countries, were quickly crushed without
reaching the world's headlines. Two weeks later, on Iune 17,
1953, the workers of East Berlin rebelled.

The revolt started with " a demonstration of buildins
workers on the Stalin Allee,se Downing tools, they marched
to the city centre to present their demands. . . . Transport
workers left their trems and lorries to ioin the demonstration.
Factory workers rushed from their benches, students from the
colleges, housewives'from their homes and shopping, even
schoolboys from their lessons. . . . Soon, the revolt spread
throughout Eastern Germany."o

The workers of East Berlin were not subdued until after
they had waged bloody battles with Russian tanks. For
several days, this revolt drew world wide attentiotr, not only
because it involved workers whose demands were political
as well as economic, but also because of Russia's direct and
violent intervention. This iotervention exposed the wcakness
of the Ulbricht regime.

After the Berlin uprisiag, the Kremlin adopted a 'new
course'. Many reasons dictated this change of policy. The
men in Moscow were certainlyfrightened by the Berlia events.
Their lackeys in the capials of Eastern Europe were shudder-

ing as they felt the aaEry breath of the masses down their
backs. They were all for 'chaoging course', but they knew
that the Russian bureaucracy could g'rant them no maior
degree of autonomy. for it feared they might attemlrt to go
the Tito way. The last thing Moscow wanted at this stage
was to be seen using the tanks and bayonets of the Red Army
to crush revolution throughout Eastern Europe.

.aal
A slight relaxation occurred in the U.S.S.R. itself. It was

immediately reffected in the satellite countries.
In Hungary, early in July 1953, Malenkov himself 'advised'

Rakosi to move inio the backSround for a while. Imre Nagy'
who had been Minister for Agriculture in the 1944 Govern-
ment, Minister of the Interior in 1946, and had somehow
survived the various purges, became Prirm Minister' His first
speech outlined the new programme.

- In this first speech, Nagp' criticised the revised plan of l95l
as too heavy a burden or the coutrtry. Greater consideration
was to be given to light iodustry and to consumer goods.
More material aid was to be Siven to collective and state
farms, and also to individual peasant owners. A collective
farm could be dissolved on a maiority vote of its members.
The special police tribunals were to be abolished. These were
only concessions. But it is noteworthy that they were the
most radical of all those made bv the satellite leaderships
during this period.

During the four months that followed Nagy's speech, a
number of collective farms were dissolved-lO% according
to a speech that Rakosi (who remained Party Secretary) made
to a plenary session of the Party's Central Committee on
October 31. f953. Rakosi also reported that some local
ofrcials were obstructing peasants who wished to leave the
collectives. In a few cases, force had had to be used. Rakosi,
who showed no real enthusiasm for the concessions, stressed
that it was a Party decision that must be carried out by
members. The Party, whether torturing and killing people
or iust throwing ttrem a few crumbs, is always ri8ht.

The 'new course' was applied throuShout 1954' The
'relaxation' was even noticeable to forei8n visitors. In con-
versation, people were more ready openly to criticise the
Governmenl. Many political prisoners were released. There
can be no doubt that Hungarians were breathing a little more

39. Rc-nancd " Karl M.r: Allcc." lNovcmbcr 14. 196l.I
!9. S!'adicelst Workcrs Fcdcredon rimphlct-Tir-Azngdot Workcrt'
Reoolutiot ,9.15.
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freely.
When a smothered people begin to see daylight, when they

get the first whiff of fresh air, they tend to press strongly
forwards. Their first ideas are to enlarge the hotes, theii
second to tear down the whole throttling structure. This
creates insoluble dilemmas for all ruling minorities-dilemmas
felt the more acutely the*more*totalitarian their regimes.

All maior decisions about HunSary were taken in Moscow.
After Malenkov had ' resigned' and Krushchev had taken
over. the Hungarians again sensed change in the air.
_ In real terms. Nagy's concessions had been small enough.
Bu_t_he,was moving too quickly for the Kremlin, On April 18,
I955. the National Assembly decided, by a . unanimouj' vote,
to relieve Nagy cf his post. The Hungarians tensed when
Rakosi was brought back to the centre oi things. The feeble
lishts dimmed. The tragedy again reverted to macabre farce.

The long statement issued by the Central Committee showed
9gm_e signs of the Party's discomfort. It accused Nagy of
trindering the development of heavy industry and of colleCtive
farms, and of " using the Government machine as an instru-
ment of repression against the Party." That Nagy was not
immediately 'liquidated' reveals the uneasiness and
indecision felt in the Kremlin about Hungary. 'Reconciliation'
negotiations were proceeding between Tito and Krushchev.0
Nagy was not called a 'Titoist' or a ' Fascist' when he was
Iater expelled from the Party. He was simply labelled .. an
incorrigible. right-wing, deviationist ".r: To be called a
' deviationist' by Rakosi would stand a worse 'Stalinist's

4.1. Gco!8,e Mikes says that Tito exprcsscd dissatisfaction at tb. rcstorr-tion of Raksi. Krushch€v repu€d: " I havc to lc.p Rakoct in Hsnt.ry
becausc,-_in Hungary, the whble structur. wilt collapse it hc aoesl"-lGcorge Mikes, Hungarian R?oolution, p.61.
42. Petcr Fryer-Hungaridn Tragedy.
43. Na8,y qas a mcmber of a Govcrnment and of thc Party whict had,for ycars, faithfully carri€d out ail Stalin's wishes.

than Nagy in good stead with the Huncarian people.

Most of the concessions granted over the twenty months of
Nagy's rls were now subjected to 'salami tacticsr: they were
slowly whittled away. The Secret Police, who for a while
had- remailred discreetly in the background, now felt they
could safely justify therr hish pay once again. Measures foi
the rapid development of collectivization were introduced,
Pressure on workers for increased output was stepped up
. . . to help fulfil Moscow's Five Year Plan{-a plan in which
the Hungarian workers, incidentally, had never blen consulted
rn any rYay.

In the Kremlin. the new leadership felt fairly secure. They
had coped with the immediate repercussions of Stalin,s death.
The Plan seemed to be working. Leaders in the satellite
countries boasted of increased outputs for 1955. In Huagary.
industrial production was claimed ro have increased bv 8.2%
over the figures for 1954. The methods used to extract this
from reluctant workers hardly bear thinking of. The people
had endured misery up till 1953-yet had shown they could
resist. The relative clemency of the Nagy regime followed by
the abrupt putting back of the clock to 1953 provokcd a
working class resistance Sreater than ever. Even harshcr
measures were needed to 'discipline' the masses.

But as far as the Kremlin was concerned, things seemed
defrnitely on the mend. Khrushchev and his colleagucs fclt
they had everything under control. This was aD imDortant
consideration in their momentous decision to reveal tbat altcr
all Stalin had not been God.

,14. Thc 6rst Hungarian Fivc Year Plan, which cndrd in 1954. w.r to bc
followed in l95t by a sccond, " in closc co-ordination with-thc SovlctUnion." Othcr countries iayolvcd were Cz.choslovakia, Rumada,
Poland and East Gcrmany.

In Poland on the morning of Iune 28, 1956, the workers
at the Zispo locomotive factory in Poznan struck. They
walked out onto the streets. This was not done on iEpulse.
Many weeks earlier a committee had been elected. It had
presented the management with a list of demands. Some
were predictable. They wanted pay iacreases, lower pric.es
and lower piece-work norrs. The management was startlcd,
however, when these 'common ryorkers' criticised the way
the factory was being run and demanded a different orgianiza-
tion of work in the various shops. To question managerial
infallibility in deciding what ttre workers were to do, and
then to demand reorganization of shop floor production, struck
at the very roots of the s,'stem. The managers did not go up

Poland Erupts
" The working class could not be the leeding
and most progressive section of the nadoa if
rerction.ry forces werc able to flnd support
in lts ranks. 'Agents provocrteurs' or rcrc-
tlonaries heve ncver bccn the lasplndon of
the working cless; they lrc not and they never
will be."
Gomulka. Polish Facts and Figures (November,
I, 1956).

At the 20th Congress of the Russian Communist ParB, held
in February 1956, Krushchev's 'revelations' about Stalin
caused a political earthquake, The foundations of every
Communist party in the world were shaken. It will be decades
before they are repaired-if ever they are. Were the 'revela-
tions' a 'tactical mistake' ? Had the Russian bureaucrats
not realized that, by de-godding God, the faithful might begin
to question the whole theology proclaimed by his disciples ?

Did Krushchev know of the ferment growing in Poland and
Hungary even before the 20th Congress ? Did he know that
this was affecting the Polish Communist party itself ? Did
he uDderstand its potential danger both to his own regime and
to those of his satellites ?
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through the roof. They did what their Western counterparts
would have done : they adopted delaying tactics and called
them 'negotiations'. These dragged on, without result. The
workers eventually saw through them. In tbeir thousands they
took to the streets.

As the news spread, workers assembled in other plants.
They voted to ioin the movement. The political character of
the demcinstrations then became apparent. Posters carried
in the processions demanded such things as " Freedom andpead t ", "Out with the Russians t " and " End Piecework ! "

Other people, takitrc their lead from the workers, joined
in. As far as Poznan was ooncerned, the demonstrations
soon showed the features of a full-scale uprising. Russian
tanks and troops surrounded the city, but did not move in.
The Government brought in polish tanks whose crews did as
they were told. Workers' blood flowed in the streets. After
two days, the revolt was crushed, The Zispo factory manage-
ment had their 'rieht' to manage inscribed in blood. Thire
were 'sym-pathetic' strikes in several other towns, but they
were guickly isolated by the police and did not reach similar
proportions.

Shocked and confused, the Polish bureaucracy blamed the
u_prising on 'provocateurs', on 'secret agents employed by
tlre United States and Westera Germany t But on July fg,
at a meeting of the Party's Central Committee, Edward Ochab,
the First Secretary, said : ", . . it is necessary to look frrst of
all for the social roots of these incideats (in poznan) which
have become, for the whole of our Party, a warning signal
testifying to the existence of serious disturbance in the
relations between the Party and various sections of the
working class."' Ochab went ori' to explain that about 75% of the Poznan
workers had suffered from a fall in wages, while the piece-
work norms had increased. By eiving only economic reasons
for the uprisirg, Ochab was seeking to play down its important
nolitical aspects, His statement, nevertheless, appeared to
reflect a more positive attitude to the workers' demands. It
no doubt prevented further immediate uprisings in a nation
still seething with discontent.

, After Poznan, the demand for change increased. The badly
shaken leadership tried to evolve a new policy-a 'polisl
road to socialism'. Some anti-Stalinists were given posts
in the Party. Gomulka, excommunicated and imprisoned
in 1951, and under house arrest since 1954, was brought
back into communion with the Party. He was issued a
brand new membership card.

The attitude of the Polish leaders differed from that of
the Communist hierarchy in the rest of Eastern Europe.{s
This worried the men in the Kremlin. So, while the Potish
Communist Party's Central Committee was still in session,
reviewing the Poznan events, the Russians sent their Premier,
Marshal Bulganin, to Warsaw. He caine to enforce the
Russian line that Poznan was the work of " Western agents
and provocateurs ". The Central Committee shc:ved him
they would not stand for outside interference. As soon as
Bulganin arrived, the Central Committee meeting was sus-
pended. After the formalities, it was politely suggested to
Eulganin ,hat he make a tour of the provinces. He aSreed.
The Central Committee then resumed its session. Ai soor

45. We do not have space here to describe the Russian treacheru durinc
the -ma-gnincent campaitn of the Polish workers of \,ymaw agiinst thE
Nazis in 19,14. This was a bctrayal of such sickening magniiude thitfew Poles will ever forget it. The memory of thesCevenls ptaved i
large part in the post-war attitude of the poles to the U.S.S.R.- -

as Bulganin returned to Warsaw, the Central Committee
rneeting was again suspended. The session was not resumed
until.he,had frnally left for Moscow, Bulganin's visit only
succeeded in increasing anti-Russian feeling among the Polish
people.

At the end of September, the first trials began. People
were charged with 'anti-Socialist' activity during the Poznan
riots. The trials were less of a farce than those of pre-
Poznan days. The defence was allowed some freedom. The
sentences were relatively mild. In October 1956, the Gov-
ernment announced the postponemeat of further trials.

On October 19, another meeting.of the Central Committee
was convened, primarily to elect Gomulka Party leader. As
tbe Qqmmiftse met, it was reported that the Red Army in
Polaad had beeua large-scale rnanoeuyres. Armoured units
were moving towards Warsaw. While the Polish leaders were
asking themselves whether this was some kind of threat, the
answer walked in on them-Krushchev himself accompanied
by a formidable detachmeot of the Kremlin 'Old Guard':
Molotov, Mikoyan, Kaganovich and a smattering of generals.
The news spread quickly. The workers formed groups and
armed themselves. Their groups kept in close contact lvith
the Polish Army.

Crisis point had been reached. The air was electric with
the tension. Precise details of the clash between the Central
Committee and the Krushchev circus are not yet known. But
the main reason for the visit is known. Above all else, the
Russians insisted that, in the elections that were about to
take place, Marshal Rokossovski should retain his posts of
Minister of Defence and Commander-in-Chief of the Polish
Army. Gomulka refused and despite threats did not give
way. He knew that in standing up to the Kremlin, he not
only had a big maioriry of the people on his side: the workers,
peasants and students. He also had a considerable proportion
of the bureaucracy and of the Army behind him.

A \rar between Russia and Poland was the last thing the
Kremlin wanted. The Russrans did not insist. The Red
Army was not called in. Krushchev knew that whatever
Gomulka's attitude might now be, he would later be com-
pelled to call on Russian help. both to maintain the Oder-
Neisse frontier and to assist the Polish economy, which was
in a chaotic condition. Within 24 hours, the Russians
returned to Moscow. The following da-v, October 21, the
Polish Politburo was elected. As expected, Gomulka became
First Secretary of the Parry. Changes in the Government,
the Army and the Party were immediately initiated.
Rokossovski resigned and returned to Moscow (where he
was at once giverr rhe post of Russian Minister of Defence).

Gomulka had triumphed only in so far as he represented
the national aspirations of the Polish people. The base of
his rule was still extremely narrow. He represented the
interests of the Polish bureaucracy. Following the indepen-
dent action taken by the Polish workers, and their insistent
demands for a greater share in the management of their own
affairs, the basis of the bureaucracy-even purged of its pro-
Russian elements-remains both weak and unstable. An
attempt to broaden the basis of the regime led Gomulka into
an alliance with the ex-propertied class. through the Catholic
Church. In exchange for a partial restoration of its former
property and privileges, the Church threw its influence behind
Gomulka. God and Gomulka were brought together through
a joint fear of the working class. It is a temporary alliance

-a mutual expedient. When the Polish workers take to
managing their own affairs, they will put all these parasites
right out of business.
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Nearing Flashpoint
" The time of surprise at6cks, of revoludons
cerried through by smell consclous mlaorldcs
et the heed of unconsclous nrsrcs ls parL
Where it is a question of e conptete trearforne-
tion of the sociel orlrnlzetion, the nesgcr theu-
selves must also be in ig tnust themsclves
elready hrve gnsped whet ls .t strLc, whrt
they ere going in for, body etd soul.,
F. Engels. Introduction to Maft's , The Class
Stlsele in France ' (1895).

.From the spring of 1956 on, the quick build-up of tension
in Poland was paralleled by similar development 1n Hungary,
The exposure of Stalin at the 20th Congress, in February
1956, gave further impetus to revolutionary tendencies ia
Hungary. These. already discernible in October 1955, now
came more into the open.

-- In April. 1955, the 'Petcifi Circle'$ was formed by the
Young Communists-mainly students. Assisted bi tle
Writers' Union. it soon became an important and effective
centre for the dissemination of opinion, criticism and protest
ah_out the deplorable state of Hungarian society, Several
other discussion groups were formed, but the. pltcii Circle
remained the largest. (Similar discussions took place in
Russia, prior to 1917.)

Many pamphlets were produced and distributed at this
time, mainly in Budapest. A duplicating machine at party
Headquarters in Budapest is said to have been used. Thi;
could not have been done without the connivance of some
members of the government. Due to shortages, there were
production difficulties. It is reported that oni pamphlet had
been produced on toilet paper. In the early diys, lhe maln
themes of this literature were purely demands for more
literary freedom. But the political implications were clear.
Later, the writers; all Communists, demanded that Huneari
should follow her own road to Communism. They theieby
clearly implied that the present road was wrong-and thai
a greater independence from the U.S.S.R. was necessary,

Similar themes were now being discussed at the longer
and longer meetings of the Petiii Circle. The Rakosi govein-
ment then banned these meetings. This made thinSs-worse.
The ban was soon lifted. The Communist writer, Gwla Ha],.?
took the discussion a stage further. In an article it lrodalini
Uisrig (Literary Gazette), he sharply attacked the bureaucratic
interference with writers' freedom. Soon, the meetines of
the Pettifi Circle.were attracting thousands of people. These
Satherings, already unanimous in their demands for intellec-
tual liberty and truth, began to hear voices openly calliag for
political freedom.

,15. Sandor Pctiifi was a poct who played an importaBt part ir tta
Hungarian rcvolution against thc Hapsburg opprcssion, ia f&$. Cr,,,
Nicholas I scnt troops to suppress thc Hungarians.
17. Gyula Hay was wcll known at the time of Bala Kur's rcaime of 1919.
vhcn one of his plays was performed at thc Hungarian National Thcatre.
Hc ncd Hungary from Horthy's Whitc Tarror and wandcfcd ttrroElh
Elmpe with a suitcasc full of unperforn.d plays. Hc rcturncd to
Budapcst at thc end of World War II when anoiher of hfu Dlays becaEa
a ttcat succcss.

One of these meetings w:rs noteworthy for a passionate
spe_ech made by Mrs. [ulia Raik, widow oi Laszlc i.lrfi, wno
had been executed as a,'Titoist Fascist,'ia Octobei,'lg4g.
Several thousand peoplg atteaded this meetin& It ovcftowed
into-the streets, where the speeches werc relaycd by loud-
speakers. Mrs. Raik called for iustice to hlr huiband;s
memory; an honourable place in the parE/s history. Shc
severely criticised the off-hand way in which a few honths
earlier her husband had^been -rehabilitated.. In a speech
a.t Esgr o_n Malch- 27, 1956, Rakosi had casually annorinced
that the Party had passed a resolution to relaUiUtiti laszio
Baik and others. This had been done ofrcially, through thc
Supreme Court. Ia a cpld voice, Ratosl had;ddcd-t!ff thc
entire Raik trial had been based on a provocatioa. .Itwas
a- miscarriage of iustice,- he said. tulii Raik thcn dcEandedtlat those guilty of his murder should Ui puaisnea" ftis
electrified the audience. Although there was no Ecatbn
of Rakosi, everybody present knew exactbr whom Iulie Raik
meaat.

-By June, 1956, the inlellectual agitation was in full s*inf
The articles ia lrodalmi Uisie werc becoming more aaAmo[
bluntly critical of the regime. Although, earlier in thc ycit;
an-issue of the paper had been confiscated, p€ople wcre-rod
q-uite- surprised that the 'leadership, did not suppress it. As
the title sugge^sts, the paper was primarily intenddd for peoptc
with litgrary interests. But maay others were now riadfogit. Odd -copies cpuld_be seen in the hands of factory worlersl
on the shop floor. In fact, dsmand for some issues so out-
stripped--supply-lhtt .a'black m-a{et' develolrd. Copies
were selling at 60 forints-about 30s. cach.

The articles by Gyula Hay suggested he was the centre ol
q campaign for freedom, of the written word. Duriog Juacthis was sometimes referred to as the 'writers' revolt,.
Ofrclaldom reluctantly counteaanced the situatioa. In fact,
the -Iune 28 issue of. Szabad Nepl, surprised maq, of its
readers by welcoming this hitherto frowncd-upon usc of thc
human intellect. Pratsda immediately countered the movc.
It vehemently denounced the Hungarian writcrs. On Iuuc
30 the Central Committee brou8ht Szabad IVep back to
the Party line, with a resolution condemniBg the " demagogic
behaviour " aid " anti-party views " of " vacillatiug eleuentr.t'
It accused the writers of " attemptiug to spread @Dfu3ion "
with " the provocative content " of their articlcs. For oace,
part of the stereotyped party iargon was quite orrccL ltir

15

4t. Conrnuniit Party ddly.



ras indeed the precise intentioa of the revolutionary writers:
to provoke thought, ideas and discussion about the existing
conditioos in HLngrgy. The Central Committee resolution
was carried and hastily propagated at exactly the time when
aews of the workers' revolt in Poznaa was reachiag intellec-
tual circles in Hungary and inspiring them to iatensify their
campaun.

The feeling of guilt among honest Communist intellectuals

-members 
of long. standing-became apparent. Their con-

sciences no longer allowed the gulf between myth and reality
to be bridged. At a larg,e meeting of the Petdi Circle on
tuac 27, the novelist Tibor Dery had asked why they found
themselves in such a crisis,' " Ther6 is no freedom," he said.
" I hope there will be no more Police terror. I am optimistic.
I hope we shall be able to get rid of our preseat leaders.
I.ct us bear in mind that we are allowed to discuss these
ttings only with permission from above. They think it's
r good idea to let some steam oft an overheated boiler. rrYe
.went .deeds and we want the opportunity to speak treely."

- In thc first days of July-, articles in lrodalmi Uis,ie beean
demanding Rakosi's resignation. The same demaad was
clearly voiced at the meetin8s of the Petiifi Circle. It was
cven suSgested by some speakers that Imte Naey should be
brought back into the Parry, although Nagy's name was only
mcntioned casually, even guardedly. Rakosi" who was in
Moscow, returned suddealy to Bu&pest. He souett to sup-
prcss the heretical Eovcment. He knew of only one way to
do this : a purge. A list of prominetrt names amoa8 the
politicians and vriters was drawa up. But bcfore the first
tEgc (thc arrests) could be carried out, Suslov, Russian
Minister for the affairs of thc People's Dcmocracics, rrne&cc-
tcdly arrived in Budapest. He was immediatcly followed by
Mikoyan. They told Rakosi that his plan would ignite an
already explosivc situation. The Kremlia had decided that
Rakosi should go.

Thc smouldcrinS crisis in Hungary was not thc only rcasoa
ior ttc Kremlin's decision. Tito hated Rakosi. He had
lor somc timc been agitating for his removal. Tito rcfused
ao mcct Rakosi, or cyen to trayel through thc country wherc
hc held power. Thd Russo-Yugoslav rapprochement influenced
ttc decision to 8et rid of Rakosi.

All this was clcarly a Krcmlia-inspired compromisc. For
Rakosi's close friend and collaborator, Ernti Gerii, was to
ruccccd him as First Secrctary. And, with thc exceptioa
of Gencral Farkas, who was expelled from the Party, most
of Rakosi's followers retained their positioas.

Hungarians heard of Rakosi's resi8nation oa Iuty 18. They
elso heard that thc rcceutly rehabiliated Jaaos Kadar and
Gyorgy Marosan,o thc Social Dcmoctat, had been made
mcmbers of the Political Bureau. These were the irst of
e fcw minor concessions made during the month of AuSuit.
In thc tumultuous situation, these concessions were to prove
insignificant and wholly inadequate. The sufreriag of thc
working people had been too long aad too gtreat for them
to harbour illusions about changes in the Lcadership or to
bc bought off by a few extra coppers ia their pay packets.

Throueh the loug summer days the debate smouldered on.
While the fireflies danced animatedly among the trees of
thc couotryside, fascinating ideas about freedom flew about
&e meetings in the towns. Tension mixed strangely with
a holiday mood. The whole month was like a heavy summer
cvcning : the sun still dowins eerily through the dark purplc
clouds of a t'hreateniog storm. Familiar obiects seemed out
of perspective.and took on a different shape and colour.
IE priyate rooms and public meeting pliaces an ominous
fccling of destiny pervaded the air. The intellectuals seemed
to sease the 'dangers' inherent in their ideas. Yet they felt
compelled to carry ou, on to whatever eods free expression
might tcad tf,em to.

We have found no evidence throughout the whole of this

rcstive period of any conscious attempt made by the intellec-
tualss to co-operate with the industrial workers on a mass
scale, to share with them the experiences of this cultural
and political awakening, and thus to demonstrate that the
workers' struggles were bound up with the articulate demands
for freedom, for truth, etc. Nevertheless, the Petcifr Circle
had become, alb:it not in a completely conscious manner, the
articulate voice of the workiag people of flungary. It may
well be that, had such c-o-operation occurred, the Party
leaders would have acted to suppress the movement sooner
than they did. But they would have had to do so in the
face of even Sreater solidarity than was to develop at the
hcight of tle revolution. In the event, the degree of co-
opcration, liaison and solidarity between workers and intellec-
tuals was remarkably great. But closer co-operation with
thc workers earlier on would most certainly have broadened
the base of the movement. The more practical and radical
approach of the workers would have cleared the air of at
Ieast some of the cramping illusions held by many of thc
intellectuals-for example their great enthusiasm for a Nagy
Government, appeals to Westertr leaders. to U.N.O,, etc.

It was the veteran Cornmunist writer, Gyula Hay, who
a8aitr brouglt the cauldroa to the boil with an article in the
September 8 issue ol lrodalmi Uisde. It poetically demanded
" absolute and unfettered freedom " for writers.

The articlc stated that " it should be the writer's prcrogative
to tell thc tnrth; to criticisc anybody and anything,; to be
sad; to be in love; 1s think of death; not to ponder whethcr
light and shadow arc ia balaace in his work ; to belicve in
thc omnipotence of God ; to deay the existence of God ; to
doubt the correctniss of ccrtair igures in the Five Year Plan;
to think in a non-Harxist runncr even if thc thou8trt thus
born is not yet aDoDtst thc truths proclaimed to be of binding
forcc; to find the sandard of life low even of people whose
wag,es do not yet frgurc anorgst those to be raised ; to
bclieve uDjust som.rhing ihrt is still oftcially maintaincd
to be iust ; to dislite ccrtaia leadcrs ; to dcscribe problems
without concludin8 how they may bc solved ; to considcr
ugly the New York Palais,5r declared a historic building,
dcspite the fact rhat hillions have recently been spcnt on it;
to notice that the city is falliog into ruins since there is no
money to repair the buildines ; to criticise the way of life,
the way of speaking and way of working of certain leaders;
. . . to like Sztalinvarc; to dislike Sztalinvaros ; to write in
an unusual sryle ; to oppo6e the Aristotelian dramaturgy :
. . . etc., etc. Who would deny that a short while ag,o many
of those things were stricth forbidden and would have
cntailed punishment . . . but today, too, they are just tolerated
and not really allowed."

About a week after Hay's article was published, the
con8tress of the Writers' Union opened in Budapest. The
depth of the revolt revealed itself in the elections for thc
new Presidium. All those who had supported the Rakosi
reglme, if only oassively, were ousted. Communist 'rebels'
and some non-Comm,rnist writers were elected. All the
speeches sharol:v criticised the " regime of tyranny." The
rehabilitation of Nagy was demanded. Gyula Hay admitted
that Communist writers, " having submitted to the spiritual
leadership of the Party Secretariat. let themselves be led
astray on to the path of mendacity." He added that the
most honest writers had found themselves in a frightful
dilemma and " suffered horribly in this atmosphere of lying
. . . and paid dearly for the lie . . . with the lowering of the
standard of our wcrk. ." Konya, the poet. took up thc
theme in an impassi,oned speech about writing. only the
truth. He ended with the rhetorical questions : " In the
name of what morality do the Communists consider them-
selves justified in committing arbitrary acts against their
former allies, in staging witch-trials. in persecuting innocent

50, ld'e use the term loGclt to describc thc type takinE, part in this
moycmcat. There wcrc, of drse, a few industrial workcrs at the
EcctinBs. but thc lar8e maiofit' xerc writcfs and studcnts plus a numbar
of scboolteachcrs, dtrtoE, atc.
51. A famous coffce hous. daEetcd during the war and rebuilt by thc
Government.

4r. n&ort had kcpt tlcn both ia iaII for ycars ts " Titoist Fascists ",!tc. Xadlr sdll borc thc markr o hic fac! and body of thc tortElcs
hc rui:red oD ordars of thc 'Lcadcrship.'
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people, in treating genuine revolutionaries as if they were
traitors, in gaoling and killing them ? In the name of what
morality ? "

Thus, the intellectuals exposed their crisis of conscience.
Yet this resolute search for truth, amountinc at times almost
to mysticism, helped to give the events that followed an
essential theme of socialist morality.

52. Thc Dailg ttVorker carrtd no rcport of this very importaDt cvcat.
53. Pcter Frycr-Hungaiat Tragedy, p.39,
!t. \f,c call this 'workers' managcmcnt'- see Solidaity pamphlct No. 6:
The Meuing of Socialisz .

still controlled by the Party, SEve these demands the universal
;leadership' twist. It 'moderated' them. The demands
wire revoiutionary in the circumstances : broadening of-tr-ade
union democracyl establishment of workers' control ;s a
piomi"tnf role 

- fbr the unions in solving problems of
pioduction and management ; the manager to keep his " full-rigtrt " to make decisions, but to consult the union committee
oi questions of wages and welfare' Here was the most
i-p"-.ti"i divelopment in the whole of the carupaign so -f$r

This remarkable political consciousness of the workers nao
its core in the coacentrated industrial area of Czepel Island,$
in tbe Danube between Buda and Pest. It immediately
transformed the whole situation. Until ngw the campaign
had been one of agitational ferment and protest. The workers'
demand tor ' t"11-goveroment' in the factories gave it- a
revolutionary edge-in the strictest sense of the word. The
workers weie preparing for the psychological moment when
their radical altion would change the whole political and
economic system. No wonder that, later on, the spokesmen
of the West were to prove so uninformative !

The Petiifr Circle took up the workers' demaods. But
they were still unaware of their revolutionary implications-.
In i series of new demands, the Government was requested
to hand over the administration of the factories to thc
workers. This must surely have appeared Daive to aayonc
aware of the nature of government. It tended to perpetuate
the illusion that any governmetrt can aQt in the ioterests
and on behalf of working people.

The Pettifr Circle also called for the expulsion of 'Rakosi
from the Party; for a public trial qf General Farkas ; for a
revision of the second Five Year Plan; for equality in all
relations between Hun8iary and the Soviet Union ; for full
publication of all trade agireements (tie trade'pact with
Moscow for the exploitation of the rich uranium- deposits
found a few months earlier at Pecs was stressed); and for
the re-admittance of Nagy to the Party. A concession to
the pressure came a few days later. Nagy was giveo a new
Party card I

In mid-October, GerS left to meet Tito in Belgrade. At
nrecisely this time, momentous events were taking place io
Poland. The Hungarian intellectuals were furttrer inspired

55. Not Eecessarily a revolufiorary deEard. Scc Solidarity paDphlct
No. 7-Tlre Workers' Owosition p.66.
55. The lreat industrial arca of Budapast renowned as 'Rcd Czcpcl'
becausc of thc larg,e nu-Eber of lts x.orkcrs who were Party mcEbcrs.

The First Demands
" Men mlke their own history, whatever lts
outcome may be, in thrt each person follows
his own coasciously desired end, and it is pre-
cisely the resultatrt of these many wills operating
in different directions and of their manifold
effects upon the outer world that coastitutes
history. Thus it is also a question of what the '
many individuels desire'.
F. Engels. Luduie Feuerbach and the End ot
Classical German Philosophy (1888\.

Towards the end of September the first of the poznan
trials began in Poland. Public sympathy with the accused
was apparent. Every possible opportunity was taketr, both
by those on trial and the public, to condemn the violencc
and injustice of the regirne. The Government squirmed.
Almost all the accused were ordinary workers. The sen-
tences were comparatively mild.

When this news reached the Hungarians they were elated.
The tension and the pressure on the Governmlnt increased.

The ruling group, feeling themselves more out of touch
than gsgal, tried to win sympathy with a stage-mrnaged
funeral Jor Laszlo Rajk. Many of those who had stage-
managed his trial and execution as a " Titoist Fascist " now
indignantly deplored the " slander " of Comrade Rajk who
had been " innocently condemned and executed." Their
belief that they could deceive the people with such a macabre
exhibition proved their complete degeneracy. Over 200,000
people turned out for the funeral.s2 Even then the 'leaders'
did not see the light. They did not see that the dem:nd
for Rajk's complete rehabilitation was purely symbolic. The
people had not forgotten the brutality of Raik's secret police.
" One of the jokes current in Budapest at the time was : t What
is the difference between a Christian and a Marxist ? The
Christian believes in a hereafter ; the Marxist believes in a
rehabilitation hereafter'."ts

Rajk's exhumed corpse was re-buried on Martyrs' Day-
October 6. This was the anniversary of the execuiion by the
Austrians, on October 6, 1849, of the frrst constitutional Prime
Minister of Hun8ary, Count Batthdny, and of thirteen others,
About three hundred young men discovered some connection
between this and the da-v's event. They began the first
unofficial de;nonstration. They marched to the Batth6ny
monument carrying posters and shouting slo8ans about
independence and freedom, Several onlookers ioined them
believing that such a demonstration, however incredible,
must have official sanction.

During September and early October the workers had
become active. They were demanding 'geauine workers'
self-government'5. in the factories. The Trade Union Council,
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whea they learned that the Kremlin and the old polish
leadership had been defeated, that Gomulka had been elected
as Eirst Secretary, that Rokossovski had resigned.

The Pettifl Circle called for a mass demonstration on
October z],--"-tg -express the deep sympathy and solidarity
wit!_ogr Polish brothers " in their-strugile f6r freedom. Thiy
peplie4 to_ tle Ministry of the Interior foi permissioa i6rold the, demonstration. It was granted ! All he[ would
have brokea loose had it been refuled. 

-

. By Octobgl 22, groups in the Hungarian universities and
tne v-artous discussion circles were meeting. They considered
!}te. fo;m of -the_ demonstrati,on.-- TheiJ u,ii Uiiiiit ;cr;;;ithat there should be a march to the statue of General Josef
[9m, on the ba.nk oJ the Danube.-ft[.*;;dipp.opiiit*
r_em was a Pole who won fame when he foughi-wiih theHungarians asainst the rramuuri(Austrian) Jiirlssion in tleso-calle4' umbrella revolutiou,-oi ia+S:ag. 

--iuf itreriwiisome disagreement between two of tnJ hrlJst sudapeiiuniversities. The genual Univirsiir **i"a--ifg""i-na
banners to make the purpose of the demonstration clear

beyond doubt, The Polytechnic wanted a more , aesthetic'
demonstration-no shouting, no banners, just a quiet m:rch
to the statue and back, A surprising development occurredat Szeged U-niversity, in Hungary's second largest city. A
separate students' orgadsation, called MEFESZ.- was foimed.
Many_ members of DISZ, the ofrcial Communist'organisation,joined. The PartJ decided it was no use trying to oppose
the re-groupinS. To retain some influence, DISZ was instruc-
ted to welcome the new formation. Then DISZ went further.It decided to participate in ttre next day's demonstra-r"iin,

Py tlre end of October -1956, many years of misery, of
being-bullied-and oppressed, manipulaied ana managid, had
brought the Hungarian people to the brink of reiohition.
Yet the people were not fully aware of it. No plani had
b-een laid, no conscious steps taken towards furidamental
change.- No leadership, in ttre generally accepted sensi traa
emerged. Nevertheless. the classical conditioni for revoiution
were there. The build-up had occurred over a period ofyears, The _culminating events were to be compressed into
days-even hours.

t8

The October 23 Demonstrations
'I)o not be afraid of the initietive and idc-
rrcndence of the masses; etrtrust youtsclvg to
the revolutionrry orgnnisations of-the mrsc*;
V. I._ Lenin. ,One of the Fundamental euestionsof the Reoolution (1917).

i+f*k&,'""1$f"rr+1i,1"iff"""*r",:1H,:Sr*:march banned. others i,riiirre-a A;-""t{ iii"ti'":tt infiltrationaad take-over. Bo th viiwJ-ipr"il- rii;*? "ieienerate 
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Friendship." Among the mrn, and diverse slogans, which
showed the individuality of the demonstrators, noae was
directly anti-Russiaa. Only one came anywhere near to it :
" Let each nation keep its army to its own soilt"s?

The various eolumns of marchers arrived at the Bem statue
one after the other. They there fused into otre great crowd.
The large majority were yoimg people. On the way their
ranks had gro\yD as people ia the streets, women and
children, had ioined. A small number of workers left their
iobs and tagged on, a little self-consciously. Even before
all the marchers had arrived spontaDeous speeches were
beiug made, The general tieme was solidarity. Solidarity
at home. International solidariry. Solidarity with the people
of Poland was much stressed.

Considerable pathos was added when a student reminded
the crowd of the 1849 revolution by reciting the words of
Petiifi : - Our battalions bave combined two nations

And what nations ! Polish and Magyar !
Is there any destiny that is stronger
Than those two when they are united ?

When nearly 50,000 people had assembled, Peter Veres
moved up to the foot of the statue to read a resolution
from the Writers' Union. Its seven points can be summarised
as follows :

"We want:

57. Perhaps this was caricd by tbe studrnt who, at thc Polyt.chnlc theprcvious evening, had euscd m apprehensive hush to iatt on iiii
mceting when he suddenly shouted: .. Out yrith ttc nussianst', Thiii
was some laughter *'hen ttre silmcc was broken by the quict voice of alccturer: " Our friend Eeans, of coursei to suggest that it woutd be
desirable for each nation to k4p its army on its-o-wrr soil.',



l. An independent national policy based on the principles
of socialism.

2. gsuititf in relatioas with the U.S.S.R. and the PeoPle's
Democracies.

3. A-rivision of eonomic agreements in the spirit of the
equality of national rights.

4. TFre running of the faitories by workers and specialists.
5. The right oi peasants freely to decide their own fate.
6. The removal of the Rakosi clique, a post ia the Govern-

ment for Imre Nagv' and a resolute stand agaiast all
counter-revolutionary attempts and aspirations.

7. Complete political representation of the working class-
free and sicret ballot in elections to Parliament and to
all autonomous or8ians of administration."*

As Peter Veres stepped down, the crowd applauded. They
had listened in almost total silence. Indeed, why should
they have become particularly excited ? In some respects,
the resolution was remarkably vague. There was really very
little in it that Krushchev himself had not advocated at some
time or other. The demands eould, it is true, have beea
developed into a revolutionary programme. No mention
was made of how all this misht be achieved, even as it
stood.

The demonstration was over. The crowds beSan to move
away, but not to disperse. For some uakoown reason they
marcbed towards Parliament Square. Another crowd of
several thousands ioined them on the way. When they
reached the Square they iust stood there, in silence. People
were now convergin8 on Parlianent Square in their hundreds.
Many of the later arrivals had heard Ger6 make his epeeted
speech on the radio. Snatches from tlre speech were passed
on. in low, angry voices. Faces at the windows of the Par'
Iiament building stared out at the crowd, which must noty
have numbered about a hundred thousand. Perhaps those
at the windows became afraid. Suddenly all the lishts in
the building and in the square weot out. lte crowd remained
where it was. Someone struck a match and lit a newstnDcr.
Newspapers flared up all over the square. The people
watched the building take on a Eaunt, meoaciaS look in
the flickering yellow light. Perhaps ttrey were thinking of
what Gerti had iust said: the students' demonstration had
been an attempt to destroy deoocracy . . . to underaine
the power of the working class . . . to loosen the friendly
ties between Hungary and the Soviet Unioa . . . whoever
attacks our achievements will be repelled . . ; the iatellechrals
had heaped slanders on the Soyiet Union ; &ey had asserted
that Hungary was trading with the Sovbt Union on aa
unequal footing. that independence mist allegedly be
defended, not against the imrrdrialists, but igainst tbe Soviet
Union. All this was an impudent lie - hostile propaganda
which did not contain a grain of truth. After more such
accusations. Gerii had said that the Central Comrnittee would
not meet for ei8,ht days.

Was this why the people now stood silently in Parliament
Square ? Or were they just dumbfounded and exasperated
by Gerii's intransigent stupidity? Was it really possible that
hypocrisy could be taken so far ? The sheer mendacity left
one s2eechless. Why deny so vehemently what everybody
knew to be fact ?

A discussion began in one corner of the Square. After a
while, voices from the darkness suggested that a deleeation
should go to the Radio station, in Sdndor Street, with the
request that their demands be broadcast. There were cries
of agreement from the crowd. Then more discussion,
Eventually a deputation moved off in the direction of &indor
Street . . . followed bv 100,O00 people ! They now wanted
to see so,ne action, if only.a broadcast, result from their
silent vigil ia Parliament Squard. As this iltass of people
moved through the streets, they were ioined by several
thousand Dore, many of them industrial workers on their
my home.

Furtier along the road, a group in the crowd decided to

visit the City Park where stood a 26 foot, bronze statue of
Stali!. the 'Man of Steel'. Two or three thousand people
peeled off from the body of -zrchers and ioined them. Thcy
were in sreat spirits, singing and laughing. When they
reached the statue, a ladder and a tough rope were passed
up onto the massive pliath. The ladder was put agninst ttre
pedestal. Up climbed two men. A rope was placed around
'Stalin's' neck. It was grabhd by hundreds of eager hands.
It tautened. The statue grated and creaked as it bowed,
slowly, to the crowd. With a frnal screech, it fell from its
pedestal. There was an ear-splittinS clang as it hit ttre plinth.
A great cheer was followed by a roar of hilarious lauShter,
The whole thinS was ludicrous. It was absurd, The pliattr
now looked even more Eirotesque. Still firmly planted on
the pedestal were 'Stalin's' 6-foot-hieh iack-boots. The rest
of the statue was taken away by lorry and dumped in front
of tbe National Theatre, where a laughing crowd soon smashed
it to pieces.

Stalin's boots, however, still stood there. Wbat an omen
for those who believed in such thinssl It is not much use
getting rid of one man. Another will always 6ll his boots.
You must get rid of the aeed for rulers. Perhaps somebody
thought about this, for later a Hungarian flag appeared in
one of the boots. This red, white and green tricolour, with
the Communist hammer and wheatsheaf emblem rag8edly
cut from its centre, was the only syrnbol of revolution the
people knew.

The main crowd marching from Parliament Square had il
the meantime arrived at the entrance to Sdndor Street. It
had beea joined by many thousands n\ore, mostly workers'
Many had rushed there from all over Budapest. They had
heard Ger6's speech (which had beeo broadcast at 6 p.m. and
acain at7). The spontaneous decision of the demonstrators to
go to the Radio Station particularly appealed to the workers.
Trafrc in the centre of the city had come to a standstill.
The municipal police, though somewhaa perplexed, made no
attempt to iDterfere with the 'unofficial' marchers. But the
eotrance to Sdndor Street was barred bv a shoulder-to-
shoulder line of the dreaded A.V.O. men. They had also
occupied the Radio Building. A machine-gun-carrying
detachment stood on guard outside. The marchers stopped.
There had obviously been members of the A.V.O. among the
crowd in Parliament Square, On hearing the intention of
the crowd to Earch to tle Radio Station, they had informed
their leaders.

Ttre demonstrators craned their necks to see why the
march had halted. They saw the glint of arms held bv the
grim-faced Security Police. Although unarmed, they no
longer felt fear. In their solidarity, they recognised their
strength. They glimpsed the possibility of freedom. Their
destiny was in their hands alone. Yet none advocated violence
against theit oppressors.

"Let us pass!"-"The Hungarian people must hear our
proposals ! "- " Send in a delegation ! ", These demands were
shouted from various points in the crowd. Each demand
was Eireeted with great applause. there was some discussion
among the front ranks. A delegation was fqrmed. After a
further discussion with the A.V.O., this small group of peoptre
was let throueh the cordon and then into the Radio Building

The crowd waited. The air rumbled with conversations.
Occasional laughter was heard, even the snatch of a song.
They were still in good mood. An hour lrassed. No sign
of the delegation. The crowd's gaiety gave way to more
serious determination. Some people were growing restless.
The front ranks were now touching the A.V.O. cordon.
Another half-hour. Still no word from their comrades in
the buildins. The mood changed rapidly. Angry shouts
flew up from all parts of the crowd. The armed cordon
began io bulge a little. The A.V.O. EeD were clearly worried.
After all, according to oficial rules and regulations, the
people shouldn't really be there at all. And there were so
many of them! People across the whole width of the road.
People as far as the eye could see!

" Where's our delegation ?"-" Let them outl"-" Free our5& for tte full text of the resolution, sec Apprndir I.
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deleSales!"-roared the crowd impatiently. A spontaneous
gu1se_forward swept the A.V.O. cordon aside. The people
halted ia front of another line of A.V.O. men guarding the
Radio Building. Policemen throug[out thc world are not
n<rted.for either intelligene.e or understaading. The Hungarian
$cu4ty Polioe were no exception. What ihould tbei ao t
The demonstrators were unaraed - but there were thoitsands
o! them and tley were anginy. In any case, denoonstrations
of this sort were illegal. For their protection,'ruling minsritisg

The news spread fast. Within half an hour of the irst
shotg in_ SCndor Street (and while Radio Budapest was
cutinually broadcasting mess:rges to the effect that .. armed
fascist and counter.r,evolutionary bands were attacking public
buildines in the city") the truth about the eventJit the
B,adio Builditrg rf,:rs known by alroost everyone in town.
The rest of the country knew soon after.

Dulins the months of intellectual ferment, little had been
heard of workers'opinions. On October 21, a worker from
a factory in Czepel had said: "Rest assured, we too shall
speak."5e Now the workers spoke with deeds. Those who
had earlier left the arms factories returned there. Their
comrades of the nieht shift helped load lorries with com-
mandeered arms: revolvers, riffes, light machine guns andrmmrr'rifi6a. Many on the nieht-shift then left the factories
and went to Sdndor Street to help distribute the weapons
and ioia the ever-increasing crowds. fts polic€ made no
attenpt to disperse the demonsrators. Many handed over
their weapons to the workers and students, then stood aside;
some policemen joined the demonstratior.: This also applied
to the soldiers. Large numberc of soldiers handeil over their
arm!. Altlough the maiority did not fieht alonsside the
reyolutionaries, practically none fought against them. Thic
is easily sxplaiaed. The rnajori$r of soldiers were young
peasants. lte peasants had been less affected by tie
general fermeDt.

While Eghting continued in Sdndor Street and efforts were
being made to occupy the Radio Station, thousands of
workers and studeats began to form groups in the surroundin8
streets. These Eroups spread out into tle city. They set
up toad controls and occrrpied some of the main squares. AII
car$ were stopped. If members of the A.V.O. were found

alwa-ys staff their police forces with men whose minds only
w-ork one way. The A.V.O. men knew only one answer.
Machine-guas ired.
, Agonized shrieks arose as the front ranks of the peaceful
delnonstrators crumpled to the ground. the crowd-became
infuriated. The police were quickly overwhelmed, theit
ar,nu used to fire at the windows of the Radio Building from
which lead now streaked into the thronSs below.

Tbe Hungariaa Revolution had begun.

Nagy Calls in Russian Tanks
'Thc Prty fsht for . nole dcnocredc
lYorlcn end Pcrcrnta f,coubllc, wLcrrh tlc
pollcc rnd the rtrndlng umlr would bc cot,plctcb ellmlneted ud rcr{eccd by e fpocnl
rrming of the peoplc, by e unlvcrcrl ntltde; rll
thc offtcec rrould be not orly clcedvc brrt.Lc
anbrcct to lnst ot recdl by e rnelrorlty el
elcetorr ; rtl olffces wlthout cxccpdon would tc
pald et 6c rgtc of thc rverrlc wtlp o{ r
rtllled workcr; ell represcnbdvc D.rlh*r-
trry lmdtrdom would gadujh dvc phc. b
Sovlets . . . funcdoalng both u liejdrdvc
and cxecutive bodles.'
V. t. Ienin. Mateials relating to the Reoision
of the Party Programme (Mav l9l7).

inside, the car was @m-andeered and thc occupants scnt
off on foot. There yas no geaeral attack @ the A.V.O. at
this stage.

By I a.m., all the main streets and squares (includiag
Parliament Square) had been 'occupied' by vast crowds.
Large grouDs carrying an assortment of small arms stationed
themselves at vantage points.

Gerii's lies were still cprming from the radio ; over the
incongruous sieinature of the Council of Ministers of the
Hungarian Peoples Republic. " Fascists and reactionary
elements have l,aunched an armed attack on our public
buildines and on our security units. To restore order, and
uritil further measures are taken, all meetings, gatherings and
marches are banned. The armed security organs have been
ordered to appl-v the full vigour of the law against ;rnyone
who breaks this order." Later in tbe nieht, the term
'Fascists' was altered to 'counter-revolutioaaries.' Of
course, no mentioD was made of the machine-gunning by the
A.VO., nor of the killing of many of the unarmed people
taking part in a peaceful demonstration.

It must be e6phacl26d that although the situation had now
reached the proportioas of an armed uprisiag, it had not in
any uay been pl.onned or organized. Many commentators
throughout the world either claimed the whole thing had
been previously organiscd or simply failed to mentio[ its
spontaneity. Whether ttreir allegiance was to East or West,
they were unable to understand that ordinary people could
take effective actiotr a8iahst the State without hierarchical
and top-heavy organisation.

As we have previously shown, both the Russian rulers and
the Western Powers had kept many Nazi administrators in
position after the war. A hierarchical organisbtion, based
on privilege, and reinforced by a risid ehain of commend
from above down, was for them the very essence of59. Quotcd lron Socdclisrrc ou Dob4,,,*to,. IV, No. 20, D.tl.
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'cficiency'. fheir minds had been oaditioned to sec this
strucarrc as the only one possible. Undcrstaadably, but
rrongly, they believed that the effciency of the Hungariao
revolutionaries must depend on some form of orgianiration
similar to thcir own. How else, they argued, could ordinary
worketr, students and others have had such an cxccllort
sJrstem of communication ? How else cpuld they bave arocd
themselves with such speed and smoothness ? The cveats in
Hua8ary during the last week of Octobcr 1956 show clearly
that the workers relied on quitc differcat methods of
orSnnisation. If rcvolutionaries orSanisc likc thosc whmc
rulc they seek to ovcrthrow, thcy are defeatcd bcforc thc
battlc is enSaged.

Duriag the early hours of Wednesday Octobcr 24, *orke.-s
and students wcre dyiag in the streets for thc ultimate
frecdom to dccidc how to run thck socicty. Thc Psrty
lcaders meanwhile wcre eaSaSpd in various mnocuvro.
Gcrii arangcd for thc Premicr to bc rclicved of hi6 post.
Andras Hegcdiis, an obedieat stoogc of Raloel had bccr
little heard of cven bcfore hc had bccn made Princ Minister.
Now he was out. Gcrii invitcd N.gy to take over. Th€re is
no cvidcacc that Nasy nceded any persuasion or that bc
made any coaditions. No o6cid announencot was made
of thie rc-shufilc. Thc 6rst thc pcople knew of it ras ntco, at
7.30 ttat mordng, the radio rcferred to Nagy as thc 'Chairnan
of the C.ouacil of Ministcrs"-tbe oficial tcrm for Princ
Miaistcr.

At 7.4, a.m. thc redio annouaccd that thc Ministcr of ttc
rntcrior hed prochincd Dertial law " as moppint-up onrqa:
tionr agBiast countcr-tevolutioaery gr'oups engattd is
lootiaf are still in progtrcac". At t a.n ca-c ttc sf,octinc
aotro_uaocBeot that, utrdcr thc trros of thc l4rarray Tr:aty,
thc Goverancat had askcd for hdp Aom Russian 6ilitai,
units stationcd in Hungery-"'l-ta Soyiet foroations, ii
oopliancc with thc Crovcramcat's rcqucst, 31p trling part
in thc restoration of ordcr.'{

Thcrc is no doubt th8t lorc.Nasr was Prime Ministcr of
thc Govcrament whicb called in Russian troops. There is
somc doubt about whcther he was tricked idto doins co.A largc nunbcr of studcnts aad intellcctuals felt Nary-had
'bctra-trcd' thcm. Thcir -estqem for him d5op1t3{. --At 

a
grucia-l stqse !q the strugglc, tleir moralc took i-scvcrc iolt
But why should so mrny ittcllectuals have had illusions a6out
Nagy ? Nagy was conoeracd with 'ordcr'. Hc had ncver

60. It l. rcorr*lble thrt, durh! tA! rholr cqrrc o( tt. rct&.
31rffi.* tootiat vcrc r.Dortcd by .Dy obEascst ortcr 6.0 rlb.rr{
51. Hubclt RlDk , Essrrrn Ewqc ia ttltr poct Wat yald, j.ltfl.

shown that his idea of 'order' was aiJ/ oore than a libcral-
ised form of the'order'that had prevailed i! satelite
IIuqary. ADd in tle situatioo prcvailins on Octobcr 24,
1916, any demand for this Lttd of order had loag ago bcen
eclipscd by tte Deoplo's dcsirc aad al-out strugglc for far
more fundamcnal chanse. I m:n of Nag/s backcround
was bouad to believc, like Gerti, that thc massive force of
Russiaa anks would Gootr restore 'order'. ue had been
in the 0rst Russian puppct government. He bad, ia tum,
bcco Minister of Asri$lture, Miaister of thc Intcrior, Mini-
stcr of Foo4 Minister of Agricrlhrral De'liveriee, alrd DepuE
Prime Mioistcr. Hc Locw thc ropes aad where powcr lay.
Oae of the main ncasoas for thc naivcty of thc iatcllcciuals
was thcir lacL of qontast with industrial workcrs. ltcrc
was, to soDC.cftcnt, a mutud cmbarrassment and euspicion.
But actioa, thc revolt itsclf, had brougbt them togethcr as
lqthing elsc could havc done. It was thc workers who, on
thc morning of Wedaesday, Octobcr 24, saved the stnrgglc
from conplcte co[aD6c. Tbey saw the Nagy issue as largely
irelevaat Io thc socicry ttcy were elinpsing throueh the
dust and smotc of thc battlc in the strcets, thcrc would bc
no Princ Minister, ao grvcrnmcDt of prcfessional politicians,
and no ofrcials or bosscs ordering thcm about Tbc decision
to call in Rulsbn troope oaly strengtheoed ttc morelc ald
rcsolvc of 6c workers. frcy wcrr oow Eorc detcrnined
ttrn 6ys1' to fight to the end, *hatevcr that cnd EiSht bc.

Ttousands had spent; ";r; * wedncsday in the
ltrcctr or at ncctings. A rcvolutionary couacil of workcrc
end students was formcd in Budapcst and rcmaincd in
paroancot scssioE. Radio Budapest oontinucd to pour out
lics : " Thc trvolt is about to collaFc ; thoucands have
surreodercd to the authoritics; those who don't surrender
will be scvercly punished; no action wi[ bG aten against
ttocc who surrcnder." " Fascists, misguided patriots,
quotcr-rcvolutionaries, bourgsois, batrdits". ?crsuasion,
thrcats, 6qi1ling, rantin& Ite purposc of propagatrda b not
to conviace, but to codusc. It failed as far as tts tlungar-
ians wcre conceraed. They kncw it was all lies.

Ia SCador Strcet, the Radio Buildins was reDeatedtv and
furiously attacked. Iater, thc ' bolrs t (one oi e€ napc6
Huaearians afiectioaately gave to the t$ters) srrcceedcd in
occupying it. But thc transmitters remained in the handeof the A.V.O. who conccntrated all their efiort in hotdini
thcm. Ilcading the small group of aaaouncers *ho -[cpi
tte statioa oper-ating_ was one Gidrcy Szepcsi, a sports oom-Ecntator. Duriag-the frrst drvs of Novimber, i group of
workcrs searched the whole of Budapest for Szepesi-, bui hc
had disappcard.
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The Battle is Joined
'A rcvoludm lc c*tela$ uc nott nttorltrrlra
thlag thcre ts. lt lr &G .ct vtcrchy 6c Inrt
of the pormhtlon lnpoccr ltr wlll spo tlrc
othcr rnrt by locur ol rtfle* benrec erd

ttorlarhl Eatrq ff srcl ltcrc
wcre . . .'
F. Eagels. On Autltotits (f872).

By 8.30 a.m., reports were circulating ia Budapest that
workers had already been involved in battlet with Russian
tanks on the outskirts of the city. Another report, less
widely circulated, was that Suslov and Mikoyan had arrived
in Budapest at dawn. They had apparently f,own direct from
Moscow, where the Kremlin was gettiirg worried at the mess
t}eir rnen in Budapest were making of things. Mikor"an, it
was alleged, had become yeryirngry with Gerti. l4lhether
this was true or not, it soon became known that Gerti had
been 'relieved of his post' as First Secretary of the Com-
munist Party. Ianos Kadar was given the job. Many irmong
the Communist hierarchy thought this a master move. Kadar
was oI working:class origin. He had spent a long time in
prison as a Titoist. He had suffered considerabfy. He had
beea tortured-missing frngernaits and scars on various parts
of his body were proof of this. It is said he was a frightened
man-frightened of pain. Understandably so. He was to
prove soft clay in the hands of a ruthless 'Ieadership' I

lust after 9 a.m., Nagy broadeast a persond appeal as
Prime Minister. He called for an end to the fiehting; He
asked tlat order be restored.

!'People of Budapest t I anoounce that all those who,
in the interest of avoiding further bloodshed, stop fighting
before l30O hours today and lay down their arms, will be
€xempted from summary lurisdiction. We shall realise as
sooa as possible, by all means at our disposal and on thc
basis of the Iune 1953 Governoerit Programme, as I ex-
pounded it at that time in Parliament, the systematic demo-
cratisation of tle country in every sphere of Party, State,
political and economic life. Every possibility eiists for the
.Government to realise my political programre by relying
on the Hungarian people, under ttre leadership of the Com-
munists. Heed our appeal. Cease fighting and sccure the
rcstoration of calm and order in the interest of the future
of our people and country. Return to peaceful and creative
work."

Does this sound like the speech of a man incapable of
calling in Russian Eoops ? First, the implied threat, clothed
as a ooncession : " If you stop ighting by I p.m., you'll
only be subiect to nornal (?) legal proceedin8s. If you
don't then summnry iurisdiction." All knew what summary
jurisdiction meant. And what about " laying down arms'" ?

This meant surrenderinS their newly acquired weapoas to
the authorities.

Why should Nagy have hoped that workers fiehtins'Russiatt
tanks, the A.V.O. and the whole rotten bureauclatic set-up,
should suddenly hand in their arms that Wedaesday morning?
At that very time, thc workers and students had every reasoE,
on the contrary, to intensify their struggle. ADd what of
" dhe June 1953 Government Programme " 7 Such a pro-
gramme had beea madoredundatrt by the events of thetast

few days. It ai&t have worted ia April. On October 24'
it appeared ridi@l,ous. It may be true that Nagy was the
most hunane and liberal ia the Hungarian Communist hier-
archy. But he rvas a prisoacr of certain ideas which clashed
with the peoplet desire for fundamcntal political and
ccoaomic chragG. It was beyoad Nagy's comprehension to
g,rasp what thc people really wanted-what they were now
striving torvards.

Even if we acccpt &at Nagy was hoaest arid sincere, he
must hayc showu an insedible naivety to talk, at tftis stage,
of 'tbe Huagarian peoplc under the leadership of the
Communisb'. Lcadership ? This was precisely what the
people wcrc asainst This seeminely negative approach
impliea a very positive (me : to make and carry out tlleir
oroa decisioas. Tte @b efieet of Premier Nagy's first slrcech
was to strengthco 6e resolve of most revolutiooaries to
ieht on. As we shall sec later, the people had already beeun
to build their own revolutionary organisations. As early as
the 6rst moraing of tte arned strug8le. leaflets were being
distributed in Budpcst calling for a general strike. The
imprint on these leaiets was : " The Revolutionary Council
of Workers ard Studcntt" * r

Russian taots had begua to eDtcr the city at various points
during the morning of October 24. Some units were immedi-
ately attacked bi workers and students. Others were'
attacked after thiy had al.en up strategic positions and
opened fire. In sore ptraces, neither side gnened fire. Here'
students who had lcarat Russian at school, were in sonver'
satiotr with the soldiers- It was explained that they were
ordinary Hungaria$-worters. A number of the young
Russiaa soldiers seemcd quite embarrassed. Perhaps they
remembered some of the thitgs they had been taught at
school. Perhaps parts of 'Marxism-Leninism' did not quite
accord with wbat ltras now required of them.

Incteasingly bitter batttcs were now raging throughout
Budapest : at Barcss Square outside the Eastern Railway
Station, by the Ferencraros railway freight station, around
the Party BuildiaeE of thc l3tt District, and ia the streets
arouad ihe statuC of Geaeral Bem, scene of the peaceful
dimonstrations of thc prcvirous afteraoon. Taaks of the
i Union of Soviet Soclitist Republics', 'workers' tanks',
were firing 'workers' shclls'. The bodies of Hungarian
workers were being tom to Piccts.

Two of the bis86t batths wcre at Szdna Squarc and at
thd Killiar Bariits. At Sz€aa Square, in Buda' manv
thousands of people raited not knowing -exacly what to
expect or what to do. ltc naio4ty were industrial workers ;
bul there were also nrry shtdents, some of them y-oung
womea. .- This was thc gcneral social composition of the
revolutioaaries. There were also schoolboys and even some
schoolgirls. Most of &eo wele armed.

a



The main idea was to stop all cars and see-who-was in
tnem. -il-iv had found thaf bv usiug lundreds of barrels
to-Uarricial the middle of the roads leading into the square'
Oer-cbuia ao this with ease. There were several guniehts
tiit ahe occupants of cars who opeaed fire as soon as they
sa*-tiiJbirrei barricade and its armed defeaders. Several
oeople were killed and wounded. Later the barricades were
itre-nithened when workers brought onto the str,eets railway
cojchls and waSions from a nearby goods yard. Although
somt wagons weie loaded. with goods, oothiag was taken at
anv limel-a further indication of the people's awareness of
the nature of their revolution.

Soon, all entrances to the Square were barricaded. The
throb of powerful engines was heard aud the &rst Russian
tank rumbled into sight. It picked a weak spot in the bari-
cade and went right through the centre of the Square.- It
wai- onlv attacked with a few odd rifle shots. \forkers
rushed io repair the breach' Then came two more tanks
ind two arm6ured cars. There was a heaw burst of machine
iun and rifle fire from the revolutionaries. The fitst taak
Jwung round and retreated down the road. The second
rammid the barricade and' pushing a wagon along in froat
of it, moved slowly across the Square. Although attacked
with Molotov cocktails, it rumbled on. The armoured cars
were put out of action. All eisht occupatits were killed.

It had now become clear that the barricades had not been
built to the best advantage. ltey were again streugtheaed.
This time. the toughest obstacles were @noentrated in thc
centre of the road, thus forcinS the tanks to pass trear to
or on the pavements. Molotov cocktails could then be
dropped on to them with far gtreater suooess from the
windows of buildings lining the road.

A 'Molotov cocktail' is a home-made petrol bomb. It
can be a very effective weapon, even aSBitrst heavy armout.
the Hungarians found them easy to make and tairly easy
to use. Screw-top beer or lemonade bottles were used. the
bottlbs were filled with petrol and the top Yery tiehtly screwed
on. If non:screw-top bottles were used, it rras imperative for
them to be very securely sealed. A piece of dry rag (which
was sometimes soaked in methylated spirit) was then firmly
attached to the bottle by a wire around a ridge ia its neck,
or by strong elastic bands. Before throwing tle rag yas U!.
As the bottles hit the Russian tmks thE glass would break
and the petrol would ignite, often witb devastatiag effect.

As the battle progressed, the workers and students in
Szena Sguare improved their fighting methods. Ttey were
quite undisciplined in the military sense. There was no
siluting. no bawling of orders. In tleir motley dress' their
small irms lookinC like tovs against the thict aroour and
big, cannons of thi tanks, ihey no doubt appeared patietic
to the 'orderlv' militarv mind. But before Saturday' these
few thou&nds of undisciplined workers aad students had
put some thirty Ru3sian tanks out of action. ltey were a
true vanguard of the working class. Itey foueht with great
courage, ardour, initiative and even humour. lYhen a Russian
taak caught Ere,'their cheers echoed from the buildiags
around the square. When a tank retreated, the Square was
tlled with cheers and laughter.

It was the same in the streets around the Killiaa Barracks'
A group of workers had got hold of a small ield eun which

they operated from the froat of the Corvin Cinq4a, -on- the
Borilevard. The cinema, Budlapest's largest, stood back from
the other buitdings ia the street to form a 'bay'. When
under extra-heavrflre, the gun lvas run back into the shelter
of this bay. A tram conductor was put in charge of- tle
aiming and flring of the gun. He aud t\F others sometincs
puled their artillery up the street, to the Barracks at the
iunction of Ulloi Road and the Boulevard. From there they
tould shell tarsets in Ulloi Road until forced back to the
Corvin Cineaa. Duriog lulls in the fighting, the Eun crew
would sit smoking aad tdkitrg shop-revolution was their
business. " At one time the discussion became so absorbing
thit i coupte of Russian tanks had 8ot into the Boulevard
and were getting perilously close to the Cioema. There was
a concerted rusl to man the gun. Some way behind them
came an odil fi8ure ia a furious shuffle to get to the gutr.
Under his aflrr wiui a crumpled newspaper, his hands sought
frantica[y to pull his trousers up from aroun{ his ankles.
t Cauebt 

-with 
iour trousers down, 9h ? ' came-the inevitable

iibe- 
-The hulhter continued as they made -the gua ready.

Thev frred the frrst round almost at point-blank range. It
lit ine fust tank which exploded. Ite second tank immedi'
ately turaed and retreated, but was caught in- a crescendo of
crois fire at the road iunction. It stopped dead. Firing
ceased. Thousands of eyes watched the tank. Suddgnlv,
thi Russian crew clambeied out with their haods held high.
A group of workers escorted them to the Killian Barracks."o

The Barracks had been taken over by a Hungarian army
unit led by Colonel Pdl Mal6ter, which had sided witl the
people. Mal6ter's men were supported by a large number
Lf iorkers and students. Once inside the Barracks, the
civilians armed themselves. Throughout the Thursday they
were under heaw fire from Russian 8uns. Towards evening
tluee Hungarian-tanks sppeared on the scene and took up
strategic positions near the Barracks. They went into actioa
the nix -morning. Each day and all day, the battle raged
around the Killian Barracks and in the adioiaing side streets.
At night, things were relatively quiet" for tle Russian tanks
always witldrew.

For nearly three days the struggle ia Budapest hacl con-
tinued relentlesslv' oa Friday the Russians brougbt in four
big field guns to pound the Killian Barracks into submission.
Pdt Maldter and tlre rsoldiers and civiliaus occupying the
barracks had no heav} weapoas otler ttran their faith in
themselves and in what they were doing. Itey fought Tbe
workers in the streets fotght. The tram conductor and his
'boys' at the Corvin Cine'he fought . . . with their one small
Eun. Through determinaticm, coruage and a flair for doing
the unexpected, they not only kept the Russian gun crews on
their toes, but caused tlem first drastically to restrict their
frre and within two hours all four guns had been rdhdered
useless.

Ttrroughout the fighting, Radio Budapest alteraated
between calls to tle freedom fiehters (iavolved in thie, tlat
or the other big battle) to surreoder, and teports that one
or other group of freedom fighters had or was about to
capitulate. This incredible radio statiou was now [stened
to suictly for laughs.

62. Relateit by Matyas Baior---see Appcodlr IV.
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The Massacres
'IYorllng uca'r Prrl+ rltL tt! Connuc, vlll
tc torcvcr ccl,cbntcd u thc dorlour hlrtlercr
ol r acw rocle$. Itr nrrtyra erc cuhrlpcd h6c rat hc.rt of thc vorklng cha. ht
Gxtcs[lutorr Llrtoty trr.hcrdy !.llcd to ftt
ctctlrl pltlory lron whlcL dl tLc pnycn of
thdr tdcru wlll not rnll to rcdcca 6cL'
IC Marr. The Cioil Wo in Fracz (lt7ll.

At a meeting of students aod wortcs in Maryar6vrlr on
l{'cdnesdry, October 24, it was dccided to send a delcgatioa
the following pornins to A.V.O. hcadquarters to ask thcm
to relnove th6 Soviet star from the Aont of the building.
Sooa after l0 a.a. on the 25th a largc crowd of sfirdcnte
eod workers, including many ryomen and children, mct in
thc park. About t\f,o thousand peoplc then begaa to march
to the A.Y.O. buildiugs. ltey were uaarmed. The dcmon-
stration had beea opeoly plaancd, aad thc A.V.O. had bccn
busy during the night digging two trcnches in front of ttcir
headquarters. Each trench now hcld two machine tuns,
maaned by A,V.O. ofrcers. lte crowd stopp€d. Four
werkcrs walked the hundred yards or so aad spoke to th6c
ofrcers. " We request you not to shoot. Wc arc pcaeful
denonstrators." " All risht," said one of the ofrccrs, " cone
nearer I " The qowd moved forward. All the machine
8lrns then opened fue. Many people crumpled to the eroutrd.At 6rst, pcodc at the back didn't believe they were bcing
flred at. Then, starting from the front rows. from whcri
tbc bloody oonscs could be seen,B people begaa throwine
themsclves to the ground. From t'he roofs of thc buildinss-,
A-V.O. men began throwing grenades into the crowd. fOf
Dcoplc were killcd and over 150 seriously woundcd, including
wometr and children.

When this dreadful news rcached Gyiir, a littlc later, a
large number of 'frccdom fishters' set out in lorries ior
Maggrar6vrtr. They arrived in the afteraoon and ioined the
now-armed battalions of workers and studeats of Matya-
r6vdr and of the neighbouring town of Mosoa. fhe e.V.O.
barracks were surrouaded. The pcople waated tle gun
crews. They Sot theo. Some were iust beatea to death.
Others were han8cd upside down, bcaten to death and their
bodle.s slashed. This was done by a grin, silent crowd.

In Budapect m rrrc Zith, an unasncd crowd had bcgun
to march dowb to &e Pdiamcnt Square fron Mk6cdrtt.
they carried natiraal Aags with the'@mnunist'coblcm
torn from the ccatra ltey also borc blacL fags ia bonour
of tLosc lilled. Accordiag to Chailcs Couttra, thcy mct
a Russian tank on tic *ry : " ltc ank stopped. A soldicr
prrt his hcad out eod ttc pcoplc in thc front of the crowd
bcgan to erplein 6cy rcre uaarmcd aad rverc cnsagcd in a
pcaceful demoastratlm. Thc soldicr told thcm to iump otr
thc taak : a oumbcr of thcm did so, and thc tenk sct otr
io thc demoastratlro- I bavc a photograDh of this.

" Enteriag Parliamcnt Squarc th.y DGt another Sovict
tank which bad b€n lrcot to fuc oa thcm. fhk tank, too,
turncd and ioincd tte demoastratioa. In thc Squarc wcrc
thrce more Sorict anls and two armourcd cars. The crowd
wcnt right up to 6cm and bcgatr to alk to thi soldicrs. The
Sovict commaadant rrs saying : 'f havc a wifc and childrcn
waiting for ac in the Soyict Union. I don't waat to stay
in Hungary at all', rtca suddcaly from thc roof tops thcrc
wcre thrce salvocs of gua-6re. Sonc of thc pcople ran
to the sidcs of thc Square for shcltcr. Othcrs wcrc told
by thc Russiaus to shchcr bchind their tants. Some thirty
people, including a Sovht oEccr, werc lcft lyine on the
Squarc either dead or woundcd.G

'lirho fircd from thc rooft ? Coutts thought it was thc
A.V.O. l{ho elsc could it havc bcen ? Their rqason was
obvious-to ptovoke ttc fratcmising Russians into actioo.
to harden thcir sccning sofucss" . Tbe friendship of thc
iasurgents towards tlc Russiaa coldicrs who refuscd to
shoot them was later shown in a resolution of thc Budapcst
Revolutioaary Council vrhich dcmended " that they bc
accorded right of asylum ia HuagBr5r."

4{. A Brtgsh CoEmuslrt rno hi liv.d h hdrDc.t for thrcc yce'3.
Editor of Wnld Youth.
5t. Rclatcd by Pctcr FryCf, ln E,,,'lj,rian trqcdl, e.#.63. All obscrvcn tnt rvlcwrd sey dum-dm bullcts wcrc uscd.

24



The Workers' Councils
'Thoce alnerr werc trot conccracd wtth thc
qucsdoa .3 to whcther or not they should hevc
r Preddent They sclzed the mlne, end thc
hportent quecdon to thcn ryec how to lcep tte
crblcs lateet so ttet producdon mlsht not bc
lntcrruptcd. Thcn cemc thc qucstion of bree{
of whlch thcrc vrs e scerclty. All thc rnlncrs
errto errccd oa the method ol obteilllns lt
Nov thlc ls e real prosir.Ene of thc rcvoludoa,
lot dcrivcd fron booLs. Thir ir r rcrl sclzurc
of porrcr, localty.'
V. I. Lenin. The All-Russian Apil Conference
ol the Russia Social Demooatic Labour Poty
(M.y f9l7).

In the thick of the ighting on Thursdav 25, Naev came
atain to the microphoae of Budapest Radio.

" As Chairman of the Couocil of Miuistcrs, I herebv
u.nounce that the Hungariaa Governmcnt is iaitiating
ocgotiations on relations betweea thc Huneari& People's
Rcpublic and the Soviet Unioa, coacerning among other
things, the withdrawal of Soviet forces stationed in Huneary.
. . . I rm convinced that Huneariaa-Soviet relatioas built on
that basis will provide a 6rm foun&tioa for a sincere aad
tnre friendship between our peoples." Meanwhile, the
struggle ia the streets of Budapest wetrt oE Eore iercely
tban ever. As it developed, so did the strile.

The strike beSan on the morning of 1{ednesday 24. It
spread quickly through the industrial suburbs of Budapest-
Czepcl, Rada Utca, Gaaz, Lunz, Red Star-ther out into
the industrial centres of the country-Irliskolc, Gyiir, Szol-
aok, Pecs, Debrecen. In Budapest, aLmst ttre whole popula-
tion had risen. In the industrial areas, the revolution was
carried out exclusively by workers, Everyrvhere ttre workers
formed ' couacils': ia the factories, in ttre steel mills, i!
the power stations, in the coal mins5, i11 the railway depots.
Everywhere they thrashed out tieir progrrmmes 31d dem:nds.
Everywhere they armed themselves, In a number of places
they fought. Hubert Ripka65 comments that, in the middle
of the fightin& workers proclaimed " a programme of radical
and political social chanSe. This was a spootaneous develop-
mcnt. There were no governmental directives or aay central
Ieadership . . . Workers' Councils took over the management
of the factories. . . In Hungary they were bora of a spon-
taneous popular movement, and they soon became ttre living
organs of a risiag democracy and the efiective instruments
of a fiehtisg revolution."il

Radio Budapest's news broadcasts referred to the strike
and to the formation of workers' councils as " industrial
disturbances ". " Public demonstrations " in ttre towas and
cities of the various industrial regions, were constantly
refered to. There were also reneate{ announcemetrts thaa,in such-and-such a city, "calm. hid returned and thai
workers should therefore return to ., normal work " the
followiag moraing. But in the provinces the workers hid

',akea over a number of radio stations, and news of a vcry
difierent kind wa bcing bearned from them.

ltere were now hundreds sf Workers' Councils thr-oughout
the crountry. The number of people in the Councils varied
considerably. So did their programmes. But all included
demands for the abolition of tte A.V.O., for the complete
withdrawal of Russiaa troops, for political aad civil liberty,
for workers' management of factories and industries, for
iadependent trade unions and freedom for all political parties,
aod for a general ,mnesty for all tXe insurre'ctionists.

The various programqes a.lso called for improvements in
wages and pensions, but nowhere were these the first itcms
on the list. Many included demands for 'parliamentary
democracy'. A number exlrressed their confidence in Nagy.

Befoie 'revolutionary socialists' raise their hends h puli-
tan horror, let them remember that in relation to the sqcial,
political and economic conditions prevailing in HunEary prior
to October 1956, even a Liberal progrrmme would appear
revolutionary. In such conditions, democratic sloS;ans have
aq explosive effect. They were a great step forward. They
resulted in the smashing of tle totalitarian state machinc.
These demands had never been realised under the Horthy
regime, The Hungariaos turned their backs on both the
feudal-capitalist dictatorship and on the Stalinists. The
workers were not blinded by bourgeois ideology : while they
supported broad democratic claims. they also fought for
claims of their own. fhe workers wanted no more elections
in which the Communist Party imposed a sinsle list of eatdi-
dates and where the result had been decided in advance.
They wanted to choose their represenbtives ttremsclves.
They wanted the one-party system abolished. They had secn
it result in the suppression of all opinions aad all groupings
whicb did not conform to the views disseminated by thosc
who controlled the State. They wanted freedoo to orSadse
themselves. It cantrot be doubted that such freedom would
have led them to make conscious choices between a number
of revolutionary parties or groups,atrd to reiect both bour-
geois ard bureaucratic parties which could have threatcned
their freedom. Theh reactions werc ftrndamentally sound.
Even their demand for freedom of the press was aimed at the
destruction of organs owing allegiancgto the State.

A revolution is never 'pure'. Diftrpnt teudeacies show
themselves. The great revolution of l9l7 was trot pure-side
by side with the workers and poor peasants tlire fought
sections of the petty bourgeoisie . . . and evetr some elements
who felt indignant at the Czar's inability effectively to wage
the war against Germany. l{Iren revolution breaks out in

66. Hubcrt- Ripks was a 'Iili3tcr lE ttc post-war totrctnEr[t of Czccho.
1{1Ila,-durlng lhc prcs.-ldenc!' o-f- !94cs.- Afterthe Co--uaist coupoa lt{t, hc wcnt into cxilc. Hc dicd ia 1958. Ripka was ertainlv noir rt olstioaary socialist. Just as ccrtrinly; hG +G ao tasOst.-lfi iii6c ot tAc Eosc liberal-minded Czech Eocial deEocfat5.
67. Hqbcrt Ripk& .Easrem Eutopa in ttg poEt Wd Wo,/td, D,l(r^
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the so-called Peoples' Democracies or'in the U.S.S.R., the
forces at work will be particularly complex. Totalitarianism
Ai;;-.iJ" to-univirsi'ree[nes of revolt. The maioritv- of
lhe population will some day line up against it. bound at frrst
by a common obiectii,e : freedom. After this frrst stage'
s6me .will doubtless want to revive the religion of their
ancestors, archaic national customs, the little private proflts
they had'once made. Others will want radical social change
and will seek to bring about the society to which their rulers
had paid lip service (while they went about destroying any
attempt to achieve it). Shopkeepers will thank God for lower
taxes. They rrily eyen seek to raise their prices. The workers
meanwhile will be forming their Councils and will take over
thefactories. 

* * *
The level of political consciousness achieved by the Hun-

garian workers was quite astonishing. For twelve years eYery
means of propaganda had been used to stuft tleir minds with
the myths and dogmas of the Party's iafallibility, of its right
to rule 'on behalf of the working class'. But the workers
:knew they had remained a subiect class. They had remained
those who merely carried out the self-interested decisions
taken by a managerial and bureaucratic hierarchy. The most
'revolutionary' words were no substitute lor the reality of
their everyday experience both in productioa and in society
at large. Reality, however fogged by incessaat propaganda,
kept their class instinct unblunted.

On Thursday, the Councils had begun to link up. In the
citios, the main Councils (usually simply called'Revolutionary
Councils') consisted of delegates from all the councils in the
area. Some of these Revolutionary Couacils included repre-
sentatives from white-collar workers, from the Iocal peasants
and from the army. Peasants willingly supplied the rebels
with food, In some agricultural areas, despite their allegedly
intrinsic conservatism. the peasants formed their own councils

-for example, that of the big state farm at Babolna.a
By Thursday afternoon, while Nagy and Kadar were promis-

ing they would negotiate for the withdrawal of the Russians,
it had become clear that nothing could stop the growth of
the Councils and of the General Strike. By the evening the
Couacils constituted the only real poriver in the country
apart from the Red Army.os Radio Budapest meanwhile
paternalistically proclaimed : " The Government knows that
the rebels are quite sincere."

Thursday, October 25, marked a sort of turning point. It
seemed the Government was giving way. Premier Nagy now
appeared to realise the strength of the movement throughout
the country. The previous morning he had only appealed to
the " People of Budapest ". At that time Revolutionary
Councils had already been formed in all the main cities. The
Miskole Revolutionary Council had, for example, been elected
early on Wednesday by all the workers of the factories in
the area. It immediately organised a strike in all sectors
except the public services (transport, electrical power supply
and hospitals). A deleeation was sent to the capital to co-
ordinate activities with the Budapest Councils, ard there
to put forward the proposals of the Miskolc Couacil's pro-
granrme. These proposals were similar to those mentioned
above. They had beeu made know:r to the whole of Hungary
on Thursday 25 when the revolutionaries had gained corEol
of Miskolc Radio.

The Miskolc Council was not opposed to Nasy. It even
proposed him as First Minister of a new government. But
that did not prevetrt it from doing the opposite of what
Nagy wanted. When he begged the insurrectionaries to lay
down their arms and go back to work, the Miskolc Council
formed workers' militias, maintained and cxtended the strike

and organised itself as a local government independent of the
centrafpower. . . It was onli ready to support Naey if he
applied a revolutionary programme. Thus when Nagy brough!
ripresentatives of the Smailholders Partv (Zgltan Tildv and
Beia Kovacs) into the Government the rlouncil reacted
vigorously, In a special communiqu6 broadcast on Saturday
Zi, at gSA p.m., the Council declared that it had " taken
power in all- the Borsod region'7o It severely condemns all
ihose who term our battle a battle against the will and
power of the people. We have confidence in Imre Nagy'
but we do not agree with the composition of his Government'
Ait ttroso politiiians who have soid themselves to the Soviet
Union must not have a place in the Government.

" This last declaration aiso puts the activity of the Council
into proper perspective' It acted like an autonomous gov-

;;fu;;: o; tie day it took power in lhe -Borsod reg'ion'
ii iiit.G.a t*re oiganisations which were the hallmark of the
ii""iai"g ."gim", -tlrat is' all the organisations -of the Com-
ffi;LT-P;ty: this measure was announced- bv the radio
on ihe morting of Sunday, October 28. I-t-also announced
;ftt-th;-;t"".nts in th! resion had driven out those
iiip""iiut"-i*-iti t ottttor"s and begun a redistribution of
idi;d" -I" 

Gvdr, in Pecs, in the sreater oqrt 9f other large
i.*ni. it e situition was similar to that in Miskolc' It was

;h;-w;;i"*; touncils which directed evervthing : -thgv
irmea ifrJ Agitters, organised the provisioning, presented the
political and ec.onomic demands."Tr*

Some idea as to what the Revolutionary- Councils were
uk;;; u"-iot uil*ting at the Couqcil at Gviir' Its head-
;;ra;;. weie thl rown"rtitt. At almost anv time of the
il;:';h; iouirio"Giae was packed with sroups of people

a"litvl-"ti- "ften 
loudlv, engirossed -in discussion' In q

i"-"Jriiio" ;tto*-below 
"-tt'"ti 

will alwa-vs be a Elreat deal
of talking, arguing row, iostling, polemic' excitement and
a8itation,

Delegatioqs leaving the Town Hall for. other Councils

"ro-tiiEaip,it 
tions coming in from the-various local grogp-q

;;il;-*-itdA- me noGE and bustle inside -the Town Hall
ri-i"aia .rJ-of the seeming chaos of -a -disturbed ants
iri,iil'-5["utd-"rea rnes eot causht up with sh-ouldered flass'
,l{d-ui"dJd- p.opt" toiii"g documen-t-s iostled their wav'th;&;h-tf.tigld--niao.s. People- filled -the rooms' As
iie -riiit"a iiSni ttte corridors one knew from the various
io,i"aJ-ib*i.i rt:o* the rooms that th!9 was a-real pegple's
froi"ri"n-t:i-catm mate voice' the shrill ring of a telephone'
iti; #ii;d tones or a sirl, uproar, laushleq, booinS' swearing'
iiiptirii. - ltany deputations demanded lorries for a gre-at

iit-"it -o" 
Sudipest-to relieve Red Armv pressure on the-

ririJi-"il-nehti;;. - 
Council members ars'ued.qlat this would

rG;ai;; if,e i"cccss of the revolution.- All lorries that
;;;td b-; spiiea stouta be used to carrv food-to the people
oi li"aipiit. The huge numbers o! neorle who turned out
6 [;tp tith ttris opeiatiou showed ihat a maioritv- asreed
i"itii tfr" Councilk dicision. Meanwhile a man was addressing
i cr-o*a in the square demanding the removal-of the 'cnm-

"."mii"iJ; from the Council. Thg spokesman of a deputation
ivlnti"i a 'march on Budapest' was denouncin-8 tho.sc .on
tte eoinin who wanted 'to pacify us instead of mobilising

"i;. 
-got from this seeming chaos had nevertheless evolve'

i progiamme of demands which had the support of the great
majority.

From the frrst day of the revolution, a truly proletarian
mo"e-*urri had expressed itself in the spontaneous formation
oi- Councils a[ 6ver HunEary- These Councils' partially
isotatea by the Red Armv, immediatelv qousb! to federate.
Ev itrJ end of the first week, thev had virtuallv established
i nip"Uiic of Councils. Onlv their- aut-horitv meant anythinS.
The Government, regardless of the fact that Nasy was at
its head, had no authority whatsoever.

70. North-East Huncarv. on thc borders of Czcchoslovakia' Coal 4rincs
;;it';64 w-o-itJifiotidsr thc most lmportalt,in tle country'- L"fcq
powcr statlon, iron-snt'cltiug, and ccntra ot thc Hungarian chcmlcal
lndustrv.
ii. En6td from Socrttdsme ot Borbarie, Vol. IV' No. 20' pp. 9G91.

68. For an account of thc Babolna Peasatrts' C,ouncil, scc Pct.r Fryer-
Hungtian Trcged!, Dp.6042.
69, Even the bureaucratc of U.N.O. rccognised thls. A U.N. speclal
commlttee report on Hungary stated: " The Workers' Councils cmergcd
from the Reiolution as the onlv organisations commanding the support
of thc overwhclming maiorlty ol the pcoplc and in a position to rcquir.
the government to negotiate with them, Secause they constituted a force
ablc to bring about the resumption of wr,rk."
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72. " Countcf-rEeolution iE Hunt'y stagcd ao uprlsing i, thc hours of
darkncss on Tucsday riEiht." IMty Waebr, Octobcr 25, 1955,1 Thc
same cditlon ran an atticle cdtitlad "T!c Ilcll tiat was Horthy's", thus
implylnS that thc curfcnt reyolt war d fasclst astur!.
73. In his book A Handful ol Athes, Nocl Barbcr of rtc Dcity Mdrl
quot6 what hc calk " thc d.Eatrd. of ttc !,Vritcf,e' Unioo " (pp. tF90).
His words bear llttlc r.latioo to tt. oridn l trrL For cranDlc, he malcs
absolut.ly no mantion of workctr' Eaataacat or xorkcrs' cootrcl.

Does anyone still wonder why the Kremlin and its stooges
used the foullest methods to smear and discredit this Revo-
lution ? They called it a 'couDter-revolutioa', a 'fascist
uprising,'.7r Does anyone still wonder why the press and
the 'leaders' of the West used lies in tleir efforts to mis-
represent this Revolution as merely a 'national' uprising ?
Nationalist aspects there certainly were, but these were
taken out of context and given a prominence and an impor-
tance they certainly did* not warrant.B

Apart from the industrial workers the real social force
in the provinces was the agricultural proletariat-the
peasantry. Peasant claims during this period may have been
confused, but their struggle for the division of the laad had
a revolutionary character. To get rid of the Kolkhoze
(collective farm) bosses, had for them the same meaning
.ls getting rid of the great latrdowners. Under tle Horthy
regime, agricultural workers represented over 40% of the
population. They had tasted the benefits of agrarian reform
after the war, but saw themselves almost immediately
deprived of their new rights and forced into collective farms.
Hatred for the bureaucrats who mauaged the cro-operatives
and got rich at their expease came to replace, almost without
transition, the hatred they had previously felt for their
ancestral exploiters-the landed aristocrats.

After October 2?, a redistribution of land took place in
some districts. In others the co-operatir"t aoltinued to

On Friday October 26, the newly formed National Council
of Free Trade Uoions published its famous resolution. This
Council was a federation of the recently dissolved and
reformed trade unions.

The resolution comprised a list of far-ranging demands,
It gathered together and clarified the demands put forward
by various Workers Councils tlroughout the country. It
was sitned by the President of the Council. The demands

function although taken over by the peasants. This suggests
that certain peasant groups were aware of the advantages
of collective work despite the exploitation they had suffered
under the Rakosi regime. Although many pe:uiants were
prepared to put ttreir trust in representatives of parties
such as the Smallholders (who reflected and expressed their
religious and family traditions) they neverthele$s remaiacd
members of an exploited elass. They showed they were
ready to reunite with tle workin8; class in its struggle for
socialist aims.

In this context, the programme of the MagJrarovar
Municipal Executive Committee, (a body obviously directed
by peasant elements) should be mentioned. It demanded
free electioas under the control of the United Nations, the
immediate re-establishment of the professional organisation
of the peasantry, and the free exercise of their profession by
small craftsman and tradesmen. The programme goes on to
make a whole series of bourgeois-democratic claims. But at
the same t:me it demands " the suppression of all class
distinctions " Goint l3). This surely shows that within the
perurantry conservative and revolutionary elements always
co-exist. This had been shown'by the Russian Revolution
itself, some 40 years earlier.

While the idea of collective farms could be profoundly
socialist, collective ownership only has a socialist content
provided the association of peasants is freely arrived at. If,
as wirs the case prior to October 23, aericultural workcrs
are forced into collectives, if they do not themselves deter-
mine their work in corrlmon but have to cary oqt orders of
ofrcials who don't work, if their standard of living does not
increase, if the differentials between their incomes and those
of the bureaucracy are great and grow greater, then such
cotlectives have nothing whatever to do with socialism. They
caa in fact prove to be iastruments for a 'rationalised' and
intensiied form of exploitation.

The Revolution ary Programme
s Ptoleterlen revolutlons . . . esdtr snd ag.ln
stop short in their proSreslr : retr.ce their stct s
in order to mske a fresh strrt; 8re ptttlesslv
rcoraful of the helf-measures, the weakncsseq
th futiltty of thelr orellminary essays. It seens
ls lf they had overthrown their adversaries only
ln ordcr thst thesc may dnw renewed strength
froE contret wlth the eerth erd rcturtr to th!
blttlc lfte deats refreshed. Agein end egnin
thcy shritrt beck epalled bcfore the vaguc
tnnensity of thelr own ends.'
IC Marx. The Eishteenth Brumaire of Louis
Bonqote (L852).

were as follows:
" Political
(l) That the fiehting cease, an amnesty be declared, and

negofiations begun with the Youth delegates.
(2) That a broad governroent, comprisiag representatives of

the Trade Unions and of youth, be constituted with Imre
Nagy as its prssident.

(3) That the country's econemic situatiou be put to thc
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peopie in all honesw.
(4) That- help _tre siven t6 people wounded in.the tragic battleswlich had just taken piace and to tUe famiti-es oi-ltre

victims.
6) Tha1, to-maintain order, the police and the army be

reinforced by a national guard Composea of wtriiGaoayoung people.
(6) That, with the support of the trade unious, an organisa-tion of young workers be formed
(7) That- the tew Sovernment start immediate negotiationsfor the withdrawal of Russian troops lrom Xunearia;

territory.

Economic
(l) Constitution of Workers' Couacils in all tle factories,to establish (a) workers' management and (b) a ,aaicai

transformation of the system of central plairning ana
_ . direction of the economy bv the staiE. -- -(2) Readjustment of w-agej: lmmediitJ rise of 15% itmontlly w_aqgq lgss th"o !0! forints irnd of. lO% i" traglilfss-th:n I,500 forints. Maximum monthly *is"s toE

fixed at 3.500 forints.
(3) Abolition of production trorms except in factories where
_,. the workers' couacil elect to keep tlem.(4) {bo-lition- of .the 47. tax paid bi unmarried people and

childless familics.
(5) The lowest pensions to be inereased.(6) Family allowances to be increasJd. -
(1) lgeed-up of house buildins by the State.(E) T-hat the promise made bf Imre Nagy be kept regarding

$e_ !t!rt of negotiations-with the-bovlrnrirent-of thE
U.S,S.R. and other countries with a view to establishin;
economic relations ensuring mutual advantagei by 

"d:hering to the principle of eq*l;ty,"?t: ----.

The resolution conclu.tid by demanding that the Hungarian
trade unions should function as before tSal, ina ihould h-ence_forth be called: The Free Hungarian Tra<ie Unions.

The Daila Worker of Saturday, October 22, 19j6, signifi-
cantly . ignoled the pol.itical dimands, but 'publiihed- ;n
approximately correct version of all eight ec6nomiC onJi.
The _economic points of the programmi alone must have
startled 

- Daila Worker readeis who simultaneoustv wire
being told that the revolution 'owed its inspiration to fiscism'.
The- new-spap-er of the B{tish Communisi party presumably
took its line from Praoda.Ti The Kremlin mouthpiice, echoei
the words of Shepilov, the Russian Foreign Minister, when it
reported: " Events in Hungary have amply demonstrated
that a reactionary, counter-revolutionary underexound, well-
armed and thoroughly trained for vigorous action against the
people's system, had been set up there with help from outside
. . . (but) it is clear that People's Hungary had, and has now,
a number of difficulties and unsolved problems. There have
been serious mistakes in the economic fleld . , . "?6

But why did the Dailu Worker keep so silent about the
political demands of the National Council of Free Trade
Unions ? Undoubtedly, because the programme as a whole
was further indisputable proof of what the real forces were
behind the Revolution.

Although the Hungarian workers still saw the problem in
terms of 'men of sood will' in whom they could have confi-
tlence, they were sufficiently alive to the inadequacies of this
view to demand that direct representatives of workers and
youth be included in the Government, and that the Govern-
ment be supported by the permanent arming of the youth and
of the workers. Youth was undoubtedly the vanguard of the
Revolution.

The Hungarian unions moreover *'ere not prepared to
leave to the Government the iob of deciding everything in
their name. Throueh their demand for the recognition of

their own autonomous organisations (free, democratically-
elected and truly representative of the class), they wanted
to consolidate and extend the power they already held.
Hence their demand for the " constitution of Workcrs'
Councils in all factories ". They may not have been aware
of the implications of their demands and of their potential
power to eaforce them. Yet the trend was clear. In their
everyday lives, in their work, they were not prepared to
remain mere executants. They wanted to act on their own
behalf.

For proof, let us look again at the frrst 'economic' point,
which demanded the establishment of workers' management
and a radical transformation of the system of central plannin8
and direction of the economy by the State. The demand may
be imprecisely formulated, but we can understand its basic
logic. Workers were reiecting the idea that production should
be planned independeatly of them. They were reiecting the
State bureaucracy's 'right' to send down the instructions.
They were intensely interested it uhat was to be decided
nationally-and by whom; in uhat industries or what sections
of industry the biggest efforts would have to be made - and
why; uthat was to be the volume of production in each section
and how production was to be organised. They wanted to
know how all this would affect their standard of living, tht,
length of thoir working week, and the rhythm of work it
would all entail.

The basic logrc of the first demand is reinforced by the
second and tiird. We can have no doubt about what was
really in the minds of the workers. The demand that pro-
duction norms be abolished (except in the factories where the
Councils elected to keep them) is quite precise. It emphasises
an elementary point: since the workers are the producers,
they must be free to organise their work as they understand it,
They wished to be rid of the whole hierarchical set-up of
the bureaucracy: from those at its summit, who took the key
decisions about the level of production down through the
'ofrce scientists', with their charts and g,raphs, seeking to
interpret these decisions - down further still to the foremen
and time-and-motion snoopers, on the shop floor, with their
stop-watches, hustling the workers to make products out
of blueprints. In all of these the workers saw attempts to
dominate the labour process from the outside, attempts to
subordinate hum:n work to that of the machine - often to
a point where the effort required was too great even for the
machine itself.

It is characteristic of the managerial bureaucrats, both
East and West, that they seek to maintain and widen a
hierarchy among the workers. This, indeed, is essential to
management. Only in this way can they hope to exercise
a more complete control over ' their' labour force. The
demand for a readjustment of wages was'made to counter-
act this tendency. The Hungarian workers were quite aware
that a wide range of pay scales (sometimes very complicated)
enabled their rulers, on the one hand, to foster the growth
of a 'labour aristocracy' which would support the established
regime, and on the other hand, to divide the workers; to
isolate them from one another.

This struggile against hierarchy and wage differentials is
fundamental for any movement seeking to achieve workers'
power and a classless society. It can be seen to emerge, in
the United States, Britain, France or Germany, whenever
'unofficial' strikes occur independently of the union leader-
ship. To maintaiD its control, management seeks to section-
alise the managed. But in so doing it creates enormous
problems for itself. As all this becomes clearer to the
workers, as inevitably it must, the struggle becomes sharper.
Due to the speed of modern technological development and
to the ever-increasing division of labour, workers whose iobs
once appeared to be different are now beginning to see that
they are not as different as all that. Wage difierentials (or,
for the moment at least, their more extreme instances) begin
to appear absurd.

The trade unions'resolution clearly revealed (and this is
its Ereat importance) that the Hungarian workers had dis-

74. Quotcd fton Socialisme ou Bclbaie-vol. IV, No. 20, p.92.
75. Thc Dailg Wotkef 8 spceial corrcslroDdcnt lo Budapcst, Petcr Fry€r,
lad hir dispatc!$ Euqlat d bcyond rccoS,aidon bf thG Editor rrnd
Glally supprcfscd altoScthe.
76. Dcily Worker,octobcr 29, Lgi6.
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covered that under the rule of the bureaucracy, they had
_as little say in the running of their own affairs as they had
had under private capitalism. They saw the real division in
their industries, in their society, and in their lives, as the
one between those who decided everything and those who
had only to obey. A mere three days after the rising and
still in the fire of battle, their programme was an afrrmationof all .they were fighting {or. It was a fundamentally
revolutibnary programme, although they had Iittle idea ;f

how it was to be carried out.
This new federation of trade unions, shorn of the bureau-cratrf leade-rship, demobratically elecied and Uasing iijeif

on the Workers' Councils and their demands, wal tviicat oi
!!e_ _Hungarln political scene in those last davs of'OctoUii
l-956. Freedom became an elixir, gulped down greedily by
those who had been dyins of thirsa The peoplJsedmjd t6
s-ense that this freedom was to be short-lived, so ardently
did they go about re-aranging everything arouia tnim.

Dua! Power
'Whrt constitutes dual power ? The fact that
by the side of the Provisional Governmetrt, thc
tovertrnent of the bourgeoisie, there has
developed arothci, as yet weak, embryonic, but
undoubtedly real end growing government-the
Soviets of Workers end Soldiers Dcputies . . .l power besed not on lews mede by a centralised
Strte power, but otr outright revolutionary
scizue, on thc direct initiative of the massei
fron below.-
V. I. Lenin. On Duol Power (April l9lD.

_ Several.parties suddenly re-appeared, including the Social-
Democratic Party, the Nationrl PeasaDt Partv ana the Small-
holders Party. Kadar disclosed trat the Communist party
had been 're-organised'. It was to bave a new name: thl
Socialist Workers' Party. The new Executive Committee
wolrld only be composed of those who had fought against
Rakosi (himself, Nagy and five others !).

Twenty-frve new dailies replaccd the five dreary and
obedient mouthpieces of the defunct 'people's bureaucracy'.
Not only did people get news, real news at last, but also
clashes of opinion, full-blooded polercics, hard-hitting com-
mentaries, satire and wit.

But there was little to be Eay about in Budapest. Day and
nlght, Sunfire could be heard. There was no public transport.
Knocked-out Russian tanks stood raggedly about the streets,
while others rumbled continually up and down. Shattered
.buildines with gaping holes cast grotesque shadows across
hundreds of bodies lying in the streets amid the broken glass,
empty cartridges and other debris. Occasionally, a van with
a Red Cross flag or a lorry-load of 'freedom fighters' would
go crunching by. Some food shops were open. The cinemas.
theatres and restaurants were closed, In the ferment of
activity, there was no time or tbought for eatertainment.

From Friday night on, the struggle had become increasingly
bitter. By this time, 5,500 political prisoners had been released
by the revolutionaries. During the night of Saturday to
Sunday, the 'boys' broke into Budagest prison and released
all the political prisoners. Their poor physical condition and
the nauseating stories they told of torture by the A.V.O.,
heiehtened the peoples' hatred for the secret police. This,
coupled with the fact that only the A.V.O. fought with the
Red Army, brought the people's anger to a climax. Almost
every captured A.V.O. man was beaten to death and hanged
by the feet, to be spat upon by the angry crowds.

Budapest Radio was still calling for a cease-fire. Again

and again it repeated Kadar's and Nag,y's promises. They
promised immediate wage increases. They promised the
formation of Workers' Councils in all factories, (Since every
factory already had its Workers' Council, this was a sinister
offer indeed). They also promised an immediate start of
negotiations to put Russo-llungarian relations on a basis of
equality. But they added that none of these things would
be done until ' law and order' was restored. Throughout,
' law and ordef ' remained Nagy's refrain.

Whom did Nagy want to impress with his demands for
'order'? The workers ? He was quite aware of what was
happening up and down the country. He knew that delegates
from the main committees throughout Hungary had met in
Gycir to co-ordinate and put forward the people's demands.
These now included " withdrawal of Hungary from the
Warsaw Pact ". The presence in Gy<ir of delegates from
Budapest probably Eave credence to the report that a pro-
visional government was being formed there. Nagy had to
get some' influential' suppc.'t quickly.

Nagy went to Budapest Radio aeain. (AIl other radio
staticns in the country - Miskolc, Gycir, Pecs, Szeged,
Debrecen and Magyar6viir - were now controlled by the
Revolutionary Councils). He announced some concessions.
The A.V.O. would be dissolved. The Government would be
're-organised'.

A cease-fire was promised while the Government 're-
organisation' was in progress. By this time, a number of
fighting groups had surrendered, because their ammunition
had run out. Others, weakened by casualties, had been
rounded up. But at several points, notably Szena Square and
the Killian Barracks, groups were still holdinc out. By the
weekend many people began to think the Revolution had
gained some kind of victory. Russian tanks were no longer
attacking. There were rumours that they were about to
withdraw from Budapest.
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Yet the workers were suspicious of Nagy. His various
pronouncemetrts about 'order' and so on, seemed to them
deliberate delaying tactics, aimed at gettins a tishter grip on
the country. On Monday, October 29, delegates from Councils
throughout the c\ountry, meeting at Gy6r, sert Nagy a
sEongly worded resolution, re-affirming their demands. This
message almost amounted to an ultimatum.

Early on Tuesday moroing, Budapest Radio confirmed that
the Red Army was to withdraw. Iater ia the afternoon a
statement that " the withdrawal of tbe troops of the Soviet' Union has begun ", was broadcast in the name of the Prime
Minister. At the same time, Nagy said that " to ensure
complete orderl.iness of the troops' departure, every citizen
must refrain from any provocative, drsturbing or hostile
.ction ". He also lppealed for a resumption of work.
Similar appeals were broadcast the same day by Tildy and
Kadar.

Red Army units began withdrawing from Budapest at 4 p.m.
The workers rec:ired suspicious. The Councils' delegates at
Gyiir immediately put out a call for the General Strike to be
'naintained and strengthenedz until the last Russian
soldier had left the country. A resumptioa of work would
only be considered wheo negotiatioas were started on the
basis of their other claims. . .

The country was still locked in strike when an ofrcial
statement was issued that it was not Imre Nagy but Andr:is
Hegediis and Ernd Gerii who bore full respousibility for calling
in Russian troops on the previous Wedaesday morning. At
a time when Na8y's authority and that of his ' Government'
were at their lowest, they decided to disclaim all responsibilty
for one of the most important events of the whole period:
the invoking of the Warsaw Pact ! But Nagy EEve no reason
for his seven-day silence on this matter. The fact did not
escape the notice of the Hungarian workers. A few days
earlier they might have been impressed. Now, the strike
continued.

As far as the Hungarian people were @ncerned, with each
day that passed the statement assumed a diminishing sigoifi-
cance. It was aow irrelevant. But it was relevatt to the
'leadership'. It showed their dilemmr. They were desperate
to re8ain their authority, to re-establisb their 'order' "'dcontrol. Who knows exactb how far they were successful ?
Many iatellectuals welcomed Natiy's statement, like drowning
men clutch at a straw. They took Naey back into their hearts'
The Government regaiDed some of its authority. A large
proportion of the Army and ordinary police begirn once a8ain
to obey its orders. .A,s instructed, they took over, unopposed,
from the Russian units withdrawing from Budapest.

On the other hand, the workers in parts of Budapest andiin the rest of the country remained armed and solidly behind
their own organisations. A classical situation of 'dual
power' existed.

The Hungarian people were weakeaed at an extremely
critical time by the Government's frantic desire to regain
:corltrol. The Red Army had only withdrawn to positions
,outside Budapest ! The city was ringed with Russian tanks,
:At tle same time, fresh Russian troops were pouriag into
the country from the north-east. By Thursday, November
:1, (when British aircraft were busy bombing Egyptians at
Suez) these new Red Army units had already reached
Szolnok, in central Hungary. They were about eighty miles
from Budapest.

As soon as the Revolutionary Councils, Workers' C,ouncils
and other autonomous orgaaisations in North-east Hungary
(e.g. Miskolc) learned about these Russian troop movements,
they informed all other Councils throughout thd country.
Ultimatums were sent to Nagy that unless Red Army soldiers
immediately stopped etrtering Hungary and withdrew, the
Councils would take drastic action. This clearly implied that
the people themselves would try to stop them.

The Councils received no ofrcial answer. Several ministers
of Nagy's re-orSnnised Government again appealed for 'order'
and for a resumption of work. The strike *as now grippiag
the few hitherto functioning sectioDs of industry.- .-.Thi
workers reiterated : first the Russians must leave, then they
would eod the strike."?3

By the eveoing of November l, Nagy was under r/€ry great
pressure indeed. The Hungariao Government delegatioa -which included Pal Mal6ter, the wellJiked Cornmunist of
Eillian Barracks fame, who was now Minister of Defence, and
General Istvan Kovacs bis Chief of Staff - were still nego-tqtlng with Kremlin representatives about Red Army
withdrawal and other mili121y arrangements. The Russianl
issued a statement rhat the troops intering Hungary were
the_Ie simply to cover their withdiawal. Bui Nagy was now
well aware of the Kremlin's purpose. He knew whit the fresh
Russian divisions were for. He was desperate.

Iust before 7 p.m., Prime Minister Imre Nagy, who earlieri! the day had taken oyer the Foreign Miaistry, broadcast a
short speech in which he declared the neuirality of thc
'Hun8arian People's Republic'. Nagy had moved along way
towards meeting the demands of the revolutionaries. On
October 24, he had invoked the Warsaw Pact" On Novembcr
I, he revoked it. But it was too late.

the next day, Friday November 2, the Russian dele8ate
at the United Nations declared that all reports about Russian
troops moving back into Flungary were " utterly unfounded ".
Most of the Westero delegates had a rough idea of the real
situatioa in Hungary. Reports from various radio stations
controlled by the revolutionaries had beeii picked up by
Western monitoring services on the Continent, in- thi
United Kingdom and in the U.S.A. Yet neither then nor later
did \,Vestern delegates 'embarrass' the U.S.S.R. by questioning
the truth of its deiegate's statement. How could they ? the
American Secretary of State, John Foster Dulles, had summed
up their attitude eleven days earlier (October 22). lt a speech
!n -Washinston, he defended the legality of Russian troops
beiug in Polaod under the Warsaw Pact: " From the stand-
point of international law and violation of treaties, I do not
think you goutd slrim that it would be a violation of a
treaty."Te

At 2,18 p.m. oD Saturd4y, November 3, Radio Budapest
announced " the Soviet delegation has promised that no
further trains carrying troops will cross the Hungarian
frontier ". This promise may well have been kept. Red Army
units had by now occupied air frelds, main road iunctions and
railway stations in almost the whole of the country apart from
the big cities.

Later in the afterooon, four of Nagy's miaisters - Kadar,
Apro, Marosdn 3sd Miinnisfu-disappeared. They were in
fact at the Russian Embassy to which they had been invited
for a meeting with Mikoyan, recently flown in from Moscow.
Many members of NagS/s latest Government were confrdent
the Russians were not going to attack. Even Pal Mal€ter,
leader of the Hunsarian delegation still negotiating at Red
Army headquarters, is said to have " trusted their words and
sincerity ". On the same day two ministers, Dr. Zolton Tildy,
Minister of State, aad Geza Losconczi held a press conference
in the Gobelin room at Parliameat House, Questioned about
the imminence of a new Russian attack. Tildy said, " Such
a hagedy is lrrm:nly impossible . . . it will never take place."

The workers did not share this optimism. The General
Strike was now complete. The workers were really in control.
If Nagy was really any different from the rest, nory was the
chance to show it. An appeal from Nagy for the workers to
stand fast would have galvanised the revolutionaries. Instead
Nagy appealed to . . . U.N.O. !

Iust before midnight, Colooel Pal Maldter and General
Kovacs were arrested by Red Army officers while ofrcially
still taking part in 'negotiations'. They were imprisoned
in a villa on Gorky All6e. The scene was set.

Tl, TlIc'! had alrcady bcar a rrsumpdoa of wort lD soEc tactorics.
Publlc transport had startcd runnlng again otr Saturday, Octobcf, 77.
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The Second Russian Intervention
'l{ill Hungary move furtner forward toward
Socialism, or will she allow the forces of
reaction to gain the upper hand and restore
a scheme of things that would throv the nation
back a generation ?"
Praoda, November 4, 1956.

At 4 o'clock on Sunday morning, November 4, Budapest
was roused by the thunder of shells bursting in the city centre.
Hundreds of guns in the hills of Buda opened fire, their
flashes flood-lighting the MIG fighters, as they screamed over
the city, The armed forces of the Russian State had begun
their attack to crush the Hungarian workers.

The attack was country-wide and simultaneous. All the
major cities were pounded by artillery. But the people were
not terrorised. They knew that the uneasy truce of the last
few days wouldn't last. They knew that. militarily, the
situation was hopeless. Yet at the first sound of gunfire they
were galvanised into action. Young and old, workers,
students, soldiers and children, all took up their positions in
the streets before the armoured divisions had reached the
outskirts of Budapest. The barricades were rebuilt, at tines
with the same materials used on October 24. ln some places
children loaded handcarts with suitable objects and dragged
them to the barricade builders,

The Russian tanks entered Budapest, their guns blazing.
They were firing phosphorus as well as ordinary shells,
Several buildings were soon in flames. The tanks were
immediately attacked by the people. Pitched battles were
foueht with the inevitable outcome. The tanks advanced
towards the town centre. The strucgle was repeated in the
other large towns of Hun8ary, Gyijr, for example, was com-
pletely surrounded by a steel wall of tanks, squeezing in
relentlessly. Everywhere, the people fought even more
courageously and against far greater odds tban ten days
eariier. There were now fifteen Russian armoured divisions
in the country, with six thousand tanks. Who could still
deny this was a popular revolution ?

At 6 a.m. Nagy, with fifteen others and their families,
sought refuge in the Yugoslav Embassy, where it had earlier
been agreed they would be given protection. Iust after
7 a.m,, the first Russian tanks reached Parliament Square.
Obviously acting on orders, a number of officers rushed into
the Parliament Buildins. They found no one to arrest.

In the streets, between the tall buildings, the din of battle
was becomins deafening. Smoke from burning buildings,
exploding shells and Molotov cocktails, mixed with the dust
from crashing masonry to create a choking fog. The sight
of the mounting dead and the agonising cries of the wounded
created a fog to choke the mind. Was this nightmare a
'defence of socialism' ?

As the tanks continued their advance, strong points of
resistance emerged : Szena Square and the Killian Barracks
as in the earlier battles. The single field gun by the Corvin
Cinema was still in action. At several points near the old
Royal Palace in Buda, along the Boulevard and at the Poly-
technic, the revolutionaries could not be dislodged.

Despite very heavy bombardment, all the lig working
class districts - particularlv 'red ' Czepel. Dunapentele,
Uipest, K<ibanya -- were still in the hands of the workers.to

!Il. The Daly Worker ol November 5, reported that Kadar had ..called
fc tbc arming of the workers in the factories."

In the frrst Russian attack, these, working class areas had
been' subjected to lighter treatment. Now, they bore the
full weieht of the onslaught. The new Russian troops had
no sentimertal feelines about HunSarians. They had been
well indoctrinated: the freedom fighters were 'fascists'and
'bourgeois capitalists'. Peter Fryer, in his last dispatch to
the Dailg Worker (which the editor would Dot even allow
his staff to see) says : " Some of the rank-and-file Soviet
troops have been telling people that they had no idea they
had come to Hun8ary. They thouebt at frrst they were in
Berlin, fiehting German fascists."8l ltrese aew troops were
disgruntled at having to come to Hungnry. Some were
friehtened, not only by the sight of so many of their tanks
standing burnt-out and silent, but by the ferocity and courage
of the Hungarians. Hand-to-tank fiehting was going on in
many streets. People ran up close to the tanks and made
sure their Molotov cocktails did not miss-it is difrcult for
a tank to train its guns on a close target. Some got so close
to the tanks that they were able to throw ia hand-grenades,
then close the driver's hatch.

The 6ght of the Hungarian workers should be remembered
by those who say the British working class has been com-
pletely demoralised by their rulers' well-propagated ideology
of 'self'. In Hungary, years of violent suppression and
concentrated propaganda had failed to destroy the workers'
vision of a new society. They were fighting what they knew
to be a military force a thousand times more powerful than
themselves. But they were fighting for something more
than bread and ciriuses. They were fighting for a totally
new rway of life. In a mere elevea days they had become
siants.

At this stage Jaoos Kadar cnme forward to help the
Kremlin put the clock back. At Szolnok, sixty miles south-
east of Budapest, Kadar formed what he called a new
Workers' and Peasants' Government.s2 This Government
immediately issued a proclamation. It had asked the Russian
Government "for help in liquidating the counter-revolutionary
forces and restoring order ". The Dailu Worker of November
5 had put it slightly differently : " It called for Soviet aid
to close the Austro-Hungarian border across which fascist
elements had been streaming for several days."83 This all
appeared an underestimation of the 'wisdom' of the Russian
Government, which had started to 'help in liquidating' the
Revolution several hours before the Kadar Government had
even been formed ! Kadar's part was that of an 'accessory
after the fact' pretending he was sneaking before the fact.

81. Peter Fryer, Hungarian TragedA, p,85,
82. The four principal Ministers were: Foreign Minister, Imre Horvath;
Deputy Prime Minister, Ferenc Mi.innich; Minister of Defence and
Interior, Antal Apro; Minlster of ASriculture, Imre Degoc. Two Sociel
Democrats were also given Ministries: Minister of Statc, Gyorgy Morolu
and Ministcr of Tradc, Sandor Ronai.
83. In the same istue, the front page headlines ran: "New Hungarien
Anti-fascist Govemment in Action-Sovlet Troops called ln to rtop
White Terror." Further down the paSe t\e Dailu lryorlcer reportcd:
" Budapest Radio, uEder control of the Kadar GovernEent, said that
ErnO Ger6. former First Secretary of the Hun8arlan Workers'Party had
been murdered in a 'barbarous fashion' by the !€bels," In fact Gero
had bcen takcn to Moscow by thc Russians on Octobcr 24.
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Either way, Kadar and the others were guilty-of complicity'
riiiv-"iii/ i irii tii*." of responsiblltv for the savase and
6iirtat-miisiiri of thousands of workers and voung people

in Hun8ary.
The Kremlin remained consistent in its lies and hypocrisy'

fater-inltre day, while mass murder conti4ued, the Russian
a;i;sai;, Sooiiin, calmlv addressed a,meetins of the United
Nit-i6"i'si"uiiiv'couniit' " Events in Hunsarv ",- he said'
;'iiavJ ctiartv sLown that the workers the-re, who had been
aUie tb make great achievements under a democratic regirye'
tria rlgtrtti rai-sed a number of questions -appertaining to ttre
iiaaicitioi of certain shortcomings in their eeonomic life'
But they were exploited by reactionary, counter-revclutionary
etimints who winted to undermine the popular regime and
iestore the former landlord and capitalist regime in
H*8"tY.'"'

Goebbels claimed that " the bigger the lie, the more it's
believed ". He never bettered this one. The workers were
leadine a Revolution against a ' democratic regime' which
had given them 'Sreai achievements' ? They had raised
'questions' about i shortcomings in their, elonomic life' ?

Demaads become 'questions'. Total exploitation becomes
'shortcomin8s' ! Note again the fear of admitting' no
matter how guardedly, the existence of political dissatisfac-
tion t And does thi workers' programme look like that of
a people bent on restoring capitalism and led by 'reactionary
and cbunter-revolutionary elements' ?

'Couater-revolution' was the propaganda bogey of the
day. Just after midday on Sunday, November 4, Moscow
Radio announced that the " counter-revolution in Hungary
has been crushed ". Later in the afternoon, the Kremlin
broadcast that the " complete defeat of the counter-revolu-
tioa is uader way ". At 8 p.m. Kadar announced that the
" counter-revolution " had been completely defeated. Follow-
ing Kadar, Moscow Radio reverted to its middav statement
declaring that " order has been restored in Hungary and the
resistance of a negligible handful overcome with the assistance
of the Budapest population."ss In fact, heavy fighting was to
contiaue for about tetr days.

What did the Kremlin mean by " counter-revolution " ?

Through careful propaganda over the years they had sus-
taiaed the myth that despite their tactical zig-zaes, theirs
were still the original revolutiooary aims of October 1917.
Members and supporters of the various communist parties
have been led to revere the Soviet Union as the vanguard
and guardian of this revolution. Any movement that opposed
Russian'socialism' was branded as' counter-revolutionary'.
This was just one of the many smears used by the Russian
bureaucracy to discredit those who fundamentally challenged
its rule. The Huneiarian revolutionaries believed they were
frghting for a society in which the basic conflict in production
and social life had been removed-for a classless society
in which the people themselves managed their factories, their

industries and thus their lives. Thev had had their illusions
in iussia savagely dispelled during the previous twelve years'
N" one has d6nl more than the Hungarians to expose the-

mittr of Russia as the vanguard of su-ct-r a-re.volution and of
suii, , society. Thev exposed it with their political and
iconomlc orginisation. ihev exposed with their revolu-
iloni.v demaids. They exposed it in a grim battle with the
Red Army. Above ali, thiy exposed it with their humour'

Out of iheir misery came an incredible and heart-rendin8,
humour. It emphasised rather than disguised the people's
bitterness. As all major resistance drew to its close' a

week after the second Russian attack. hundreds of posters'
rou8lrly produced and simply worded, began mysteriously to
appEaion the ruins of Budapest-like smiles-throu8,h tears'
Thiir i.ony was crushing. One neatly showed the- Hungarians'
contempt for Russian smear tactics: " Ten million counter-
revoluti,onaries at large in the country!" Another said:i'Fo.*.t aristocrats, land and factory owners, Cardinals'
Cenerals and other supporters of the old capitalist regime'
disguised as factory workers and peasants are making propa-
gan-da against the patriotic government and against our
ftussian friends." Another recalled a phrase from pre-revolu-
ii,on travel propaganda: " Come and see our beautiful capital
in Soviet-Hungaiian friendship month." A skit on the
Government and its spate of propaganda about what 'honest'
Hungarians were doings appeared in a little poster which
said: " Luckily. seven honest men were found in the country.
They are all in the Government."

During the week, this puppet Government took up the
old Stalinist tactic of blowing hot and cold in its psycho-
lo8iical war for iae minds of the Hungarian people. Kadar
kept up a continuous barrage of promises and threats. But
it had 

-no effect. The people had been immunised through
years of bitter experience. He announced 'changes'. Mq.ny
members of the A.V.O.-Rakosi's and Ger<i's secret police

-were 
still alive. As the Red Army began to take control.

they crawled out of their hiding places, Iike rats from
sewers. Kadar, who had already changed the name of the
Communist Party to the Hungarian Socialist Workers' Party'
now chan8led the name of the A.V.O. New names, new
uniforms. But they still behaved like the secret police of a
totalitarian state. Not only were they eager to act on
Kadar's orders. They were burning for revenge' During
the last week of October, the workers, enra8ed bv A.V.O.
atrocities, had chased them underground. With the Red
Army to protect them. they now reverted to their terror
methods. Torture and beatings beSan again' While fierce
battles were still raging. freedom fighters were being hanged
from the bridges on the Danube and in the streets. Almost
all were workers. The bodies, sometimes hanSing in groups.
had notices pinned to them : " This is how we deal with
counter-revolutionaries ".

E6. This was startcd by Mreow radio on thc aftcrnoon of Novembcr
4, whlch. accordlng to thc &ity Worker of November 5. announccd:
"-All honcst Hunearian patriota ar€ takinS an activc part in
disarming thr mutinecre and in ovcrcomint individual ncsts of rcsistance
of fascist grouDs,"

ti. Dailg Work*, Novcmbcr 5, 1956.
t5. Dailu Work*, NoYGEbGT 5, 1955.
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The Proletariat Fights On
'The history of ell hltierto exlsdrg soclety is
the history of cles stnt!i16."
K. Marx and F. EnSels. Manifesto of the
Communist Party (1848).

But the workers were not cowed. Despite Government
appeals, threats and teror, the import-ance--of the Workers'
Cbuncils, formed in October, increased daily.

The Councils maintained and strengthened the solidarity
of the General Strike. Intellectuals, peasants and other non-
industrial workers who had not hitherto fully appreciated
their importance now turned even more towards them. They
recognisid that here was the heart of real power in the
country. Kadar knew it too. The Councits had already
shown- how etficiently they could run the country. And in
the process. Kadar, the Government, the A.V.O., indeed the
whoie bureaucratic set-up, had been exposed as not only
superfluous to the needs of the people, but as an encumbrance
holding back their advance to real freedom.

The ruling minorities of the whole world had been 8,iven
redundancy notices by the workers of HunSBry. A new form
of sgciety was here being iuxtaposed to the old. The rotten-
ness of ihe 'old' was being forced into relief. The shock
was not only felt in Moscow. It reverberated throueh the
managing and bureaucratic 'elites' the whole world over.
The Hungarian workers had made it quite clear they did not
want the 'Communism' of the Kremlin' In so doin8, they
had made it equally clear that capitalism. even in its 'en-
lightened' form, wa$ iust as irrelevant to their needs. Most
important of all. they had proved once again that the achieve-
ment of ' workers' power' and the emancipation of the
working class can only come from below. from the workers'
own action. and never from a 'leadership' acting on their
behalf.

In the conditions of pre-revolution Hun8nry a movement
advocating ideas such as our own would almost certainly
have been liquidated. It was just these ideas nevertheless
that came to the fore during the last week of October.
Several people had no doubt held them for some time, For
others, they were born out o.f the impact and intellectual
ferment of the struSgle itself, as part of their class instinct
and elemental sense of solidarity. A group with views such
as ours might have helped, during the revolution, explicitly
to formulate these'ideas and to warn of the dangers of the
bureaucratic countir-revolution. As it lvas, the ideas
emerged clearly enough to I,ain the allegiance of hundreds
and later of thousands and tens of thousands of people. This
was a grave threat to the Kadar Government. It was. above
all, a threat to the Russian bosses who had 'elected' it
. . with their six thousand tanks. The threat had to be
smashed.

Large-scale military resistance ceased by Saturday, Novem-
ber 10. Scores of disabled Russian tanks lay scattered
around Budapest. It had obviousty been coatrary to accepted
military strategy to send so much armour into the built-up
areas of a city to suppress a revolution. One reason for
the Kremlin's decision may well have been their shocked
realisation of how much fraternisation had talen place
bctween Russian troops and the Hungarian people during the
frst attack.

On November 4, to be sure of success, the Russians fclt
it necessary to use a large number of troops. They put tlcm
in taaks (called 'Kadar taxis' by the Hungarians) to reduce
to a miaimum physical contact with the civilian people.
Russian soldiers would thus see less of Hungarian living
crnditions, see less that it was ordinary working people they
were fighting. Yet tbey could see the devastation their bom-
bardment was causing in the cities. In his last unpublished
dispatch to tbe Doily Worker, Peter Fryer wrote : 'I havc
just come out of Budapest, where for six days I have rvatchcd
Hungary:s new born freedom tragically destroyed by Soviet
Eoops. Vast areas of the city-the workiag class areas above
all-are virtually in ruins. For four days and niShts Buda-
pest wiui under continuous bombardmeot. I saw a once lovely
city battered, bludgeoned, smashed and bled into sub-
mission."& By the end of that terrible week, a trickle back
to work began. But the workers bad aot'submitted. Most
sections of industry were still strike-bound.

In the towns, organised resistance by groups of fehtine
workers and youth ended on November 14. Althoueh
sporadic fiehting csntinued well into 1957, in the country
districts, the military defeat of the Hungarians was complete.
But what everyotre had thousht would only take a few
hours, had taken over a week. And the Hungarian people
were still not defeated. The Workers' Councils were gaining
strength. They proclaimed that their demands remained
unchanged. These were similar to those put forward by
the Council of Hungarian Trade Unions-althoueh in some
cases there was now more stress on the demand for the
'release' of Nagy and for the withdrawal of Russian troops.
The General Strike continued. 

*
While the fighting was still raging Kadar began to act

against the Workers' Councils. He proceeded cautiously.
In terms of active support the Councils had far greater
po.wer in the c.ountry than had the Government. Kadar
made a few selective arrests of members of the Councils'
Action Committees. This had little or no effect. Others
immediately took their place.

On November 12, 1956, Kadar made more promises. He
promised that the secret police would be abolished. He was
ready to negotiate with Kremlin representatives about the
complete withdrawal of Russian troops. Some of the most-
hated Stalinists would be removed from the Party. The people
did aot beliwe him. Kadar then announced Orat twelve lead-
ing Salinists had been expelled from ttre Party, including
Ernii Gerii.s This move caused a few workers to return to

87. Pctcr Eryct. Hungariot Tragedy,9.83.
EE, Thls app€ars to contradict ttr.e Dailg Wotket rcAofi. that G66 bd
bccn lillcd by the-rebels on NoyrEber 4. PcrhaDs the Dailg Worbds
Ncws Editor. knowing in what tind of esteem Gcrii was hcld by tc
workers, had madc an 'iDtelliacnt gusss' about his fatc. If 60, thc
Doilg Work* had bccn thwartrd by thc Ruseleac who had '.trclt€d'
GCt6 on Octobcr 24, aIld takcn hlm to ]lGcore. GcrO was Dot csDclLd
at this time, On August 19, 1952, thc Sovict acws a8cnclr ?oss rcpotcd
tbrt a mcctinB of thc ccotral cooDlttce ol thc Hung,erlaa socddtat
(Communist) Party had iust cxpcll.d Gcr6-md Ratoet (scc Iic
Guardian, Au8ust 20, 1962, pp.l aad 7).
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work. But there was still a partial strike. Industrial activity
was not even half-heartcd. Public transport was chaotic. The
traia servicc was haphazard. When some trarns ran in Buda-
pest, crowds stopped them aad the blackleg cretvs were chased
home. People employed in hospitals remained at work. So
did those croncerned with food packaging and distributioa,
but they threateaed to strike if there was atry large rstrmp-
tion of work.

Uasucc=ssfully, the Kadar Governmert appealed, tircat-
cne4 begged, makin8 bigger and bigger verbal coacessions.
The trkemlin sent in more divisions of infantry. It made
no difference. The strike, thoueh not total, coniinued. The
l{orkers' Councils continued to increase their power, which
daily showcd itself greater than that of the Kadar Govern-
mcnt.

Kadar then appeaied directly to the workers to end the
strike. He used the bogey ar8ument of rulers everywhcre:
iaf,atioa. Ttrey tlrew his appeal back in his facC with a
list of further demands: recognition of the Central Couacil
rs the acgotiating body representinS tte workers, the release
of prisoners, the withdrawal of Russian troops, and the
rcstoration of Nagy as Prime Minister. Although the
workers managed most of the factories, these dimands
sbowed they kaew that their power might eventually bc
broken by more ruthless methods. They were detcrmiacd
to 'itrtcrferc' for as long as they were able to, and in such
a way as to leavc thcm witb sooe @ocrcte achievcmcnts.
fte 'rclcasc of Nagv' now featurcd in dl thcir demands. He
had by now bcome a symbol, rather likc Raik hed, carlicr
in the year, whcn his rehabilitation had becn repcatedly
demanded.

A tacit admittance of where real power lay came oa Friday,
November 16, when Kadar was obliged to start ne8otiations
with the Councils. The delegates from sorne Councils aSrccd
to ask workeni to resume work on condition thrt a nunbct
of thcir dcmands were immediately satisied and thc rcst
later.

At the meeting on November 17, IQdar rvas told that his
appeal had gone out. lYorkers' dclegates then dcmaaded
that a Natioaal Workers! Council be set up by decrce. IGdar
said this was unnecessary since there was already a'Workers'
Goverament' in Hua8ary. But he agrecd to the recrgnition
of individual Councils and to the establishmcnt of somc form
of factory militia. He added that if workers' delegates would
use thcir influence to ensure a resumption of work, hc would
use his to obtaip a withdrawal of Russian Eoops and
negotiations between Warsaw Treaty countrics about Hun-
Sariar neutrality. Workers did not trust this somewhat
ambi8uous promise. They asked for it to be put in writiag.
Kadar refused, sayine his word should be enough.

The situatioa was confused. Very few workcrs rcsumcd
work. The negotiations went on fitfully. Precariously, dual
power survived.

Towards the end of November, Kadar tried another method
to reduce the workers' resistance. As the industrial area
of Sudapest yas the base of this resistance, the peasants.
wcre forbidden from bringing food into the area except by
permission of the Government. The Red Army saw to it thei
the order was complied with. At the same time ration cards
were issued, but ooly to workers who reported at the fac-
tories" This was clearly an attempt. not merely to starve
the workers into submission, but also to drive a wedge
bctween them and the peasants who wanted to sell their
produce.

But still the strike continued. The Russians and their
puppct Governmeat were becpming increasingly apprehensive
about the situation. So much so that. whea word got around
that the Central rrVorkers' Council of Budapest was to hotd
a mcetinS in the National Stadium on November 21. the
'o6cial' authorities believed the mass meeting would set up
eaothcr Government. in opposition to Kadar's. This was not
only untrue. but quite unnecessary. On November 21.
Russian mnks bared the roads leading to the Stadium. The
fcw peoplc already there were dispersed by the A.V.O. In
.aswer to this, the Central Workcrs' Council called for the
strite to bc strcagthcaed.

IGder agairr agpealed for a return to work. Again the
wortcrs rcncvcd their demands. And again they increased
the prcssure by adding new ones: the formation of a
YYorlcrs' llilitia: frecdom to publish theh own uncensored
Dcrspapcr; a rctiag with Nagy. Kadar rcverted to threats.
Ttc movcmcot hc b.d earlier refcrred to as 'a great popular
novcEcDt'. hc norv called'counter-revolutionary'-the
ttorkcrs' Couacib were 'fascistJed' ! This chaige lcft
worlcrs ia no doubs as to what was now to happ€n. In
botlr F.q-t and lrYcst, a pretude to a successful purge is the
raisiog of a botcy and is deaunciation.

Itc fo[orias day. Kadar made his intentions crystal glear.
Hc dcclercd: ' . . . a tigcr cannot be tamed by baits. it can
bc tamcd and forced to pcese only by besting it to dcath
, Eycry workcr, instcad ol drawing up otd sctibbline
demotds (mv iatics. A.A.) must immediatcly and uncon-
ditionally bcgia to rork to the bcst of his ability."

K.dar's attitudc rurely reflected thc Krcmlin's, where
Iretictrct was'ectting short. The hu8e army thcy had in
thc country was causiaS thcm gravc problcms. Apart from
ttc lqs of rorld Drcstigc catailed in thcir inability crompletely
to supprcss 1 rm:ll coutlB. the oppresscd people of Eastern
EuroDc wcrc ratcbioe ctoscly. The Kremiin's troops werc
inadcquatcly fed. Disciplinc was poor. The longcr Russian
soldier sayed in Hungrry, the morc clearly they perceived
thc truth. Somc had already ioined the guerillas in thc
mouotains. Meny othcrs bad to bc disarmed and sent back
to Russia. in scalcd wetoas. because they refused to carry
out orders. The Kremlin decided it was now time both to
smash thc \torkerc' Councils and to gct rid of Nagy.
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The Nagy Abduction

Imre Nagy, together with some ex-ministers, high-ranking
military personnel and others (including Julia Raik), had
taken refuge in the Yugoslav Embassy. Correspondencc
between Kadar and the Yugoslav Ambassador, Sotdedch,
resulted in Kadar guaranteeing the personal safety of Nagy,
and both his own safe conduct and that of his group. Thea,
suddenly, Kadar put forward four conditions :

(l) Nagy's formal resignation as Premier.
(2) A statement from Nagy supporting the Governmeat io

its' fieht against counter-revolutionaries'.
(3) Nagy to make a public self-criticism.
(4) Nagy and the rest of the Group to agree to go to one

of the 'Peoples' Democracies' until normality was
restored in Hunenry.

These conditions were all refused.

Kadar clearly had orders to 8,et Nagy out of the Embassy.
He then gave, in writing, an unconditional promise of safe
conduct for the group whenever they should decide to leave
the Embassy. Some sent messages home, telliag relations
they were returning. None mentioned the possibility of

going to f,umanix or any other 'Peoples' Democracy'. A
bus was Iaid on to take them home. At 5.30 on Novcmbcr
23, they all left the Embassy. Soldatich had insisted that
two of his Embassy ofrcials should accompatry the party.
A few hundred yards from the Embassy, the bus was stopped
and surrounded by patrol cars. Russian security ofrcers
poured out of the cars and into the bus. Tte Yugoslav
ofrcials were ordered to leave, but they refused and were
thrown out. The bus was then driven to the Rucsiatr
Kommandatura.

The Yugoslavs seot strongly-worded trotes of protest to
Kadar. At irst Kadar denied all knowledge of the abduction.
He later a.l-itted he knew about it by saying that if Nag
had been allowed to return home, counter-revolutionary
elements might have murdered him. He also claimed that
NaSy and the others had gone to Rumaoia at their own
request. A likely story. Io Rumania the press and radio
had for some time showu a more violent hostility to Nagy
than in any of the otier 'Peoples' Democracies'. Aa attitude
more hostile even thao that of the Russians t How free
Nag/s choice had been became evident later, with the aews
ttraihe and others, including Pal Mal€ter, had been executed
in Rumania.

35



The Proletariat Crushed
'o The civilisation and iustice of bourteois order
comes out in its lurid light whenever the shves
and drudges of thet order rise acrinst their
masters. Then this civilisation and iustice stend
forth as undisguised srvatery and lewless
revenge . . . a glorious civilisation, tndeed, the
great probtem of whieh is hoy to get rid of the
heaps of corpses it msde after the bettle rls
over !"
K. Marx. The Cirsil }alar ia France (1871).

On December 2, 1956, The Obsenser reported: " ' . . the
(Hungarian) Government's plan to divert Workers' Councils
into innocuous channels by ' legalising' them as organs of
cconomic self-government. somewhat on the Yugoslav rnodel,
but denying them the right to put forward political demands
or issue a newspaper, has merely led to continued deadlock
in Budapest.'

The erratic negotiations between Kadar Government
officials and representatives of the Workers' Councils then
came to an abrupt end. Two prominent members of the
Central Workers' Council were invited to a meeting with
IGdar and his henchmen at the Government Building. They
were the 24-year-old Chairman. Sandor Racs-a pre-October
23 member of the Communist Party and a toolmaker of the
Bclajanis Electrical Works in South Buda-and the secretary.
Sandor Bali, a worker from the same factory. On arrival
at the Government Building, they were arrested. All the
workers at the Belaianis factory immediately went on a sit-in
strike. They refused to resume work until their comrades
were released. It was, of course, an 'unofrcial' strike.s
The factory was seized by hundreds of armed police and
Government militia. In spite of this, the sit-in lasted for
three days, during which time no work was done. Under
the pressure of threats and victimisation the workers were
eventually forced to resume work. Police and militia were
posted all over the factory. Whenever workers gathered to
talk, they were instantly dispersed. Still the workers were
not defeated-they began a ' go-slow'. This, combined with
an unplanned campaign of poor-quality individual work-
manship, reduced production to 8il of normal. Kadar's
comment on these workers was the same as that of managers.
politicians and trade union leaders throughout the world-
the workers were 'sheep' led by 'subversive elements'.
' agitators ', '.irresponsible. self-seekine demagogues ', ' soies
and agents of Capitalism'. (In the West. for 'Capitalism'
read 'Communism').

The scene was now set for a full-scale purge of the
Workers' Councils. Many prominent committee members
were arested and iailed. This tactic of selective arrests was
also applied to many militant student groups. But a reserve
of supporters was standing by. ready to step into the breach.
When the authorities realised this. widespread arrests of
rank-and-file Workers' Council members followed.

A form of passive resistance by the masses then developed,
similar to that previously described. It continued for
months. I feel this period. beginning in December. 1956.

89, Before, durinB and since the period of thc Hungarian revolution, all
shikes were ' unomcial ' except. perhaps, during the short life of tbe
Narional Council of Free Trade Unions, formcd in Octobar.

can most eraphically be portrayed in diary form :-
December 2, 1916-- e;;;;; ii -Neisrotasrie (communist Partv newspapcri

d;;a i" tl" itt"ett by-cr6wds, who were later dispersed
by Russian troops.

December 4, 1956-
A demonitration by 30,000 women in Budapest, maly
i"ua.iru-ii,J nitionai colours of red, white-and green-(the
o"tv niv tlev ine* to svmbolise their fight for freedom)
gaihered at tle Tomb of the Unknown -Warrior in Hero's
Square. Russian troops 6red over their heads. One woman
was hit bY a bullet.

December 5, 1956-- bimonstritions numbering many thousands in all parts of
the country, including several in Budapest'- Another large
demonstra[ion of women in Budapest, marched towards the
Petdfi statue shouting " Russians go home ! " " We waut
Naey ! " " Russian tanks out ! " Some were carrying
wrelths and dowers in memory of relations who had been
killed. They did not reach the statue, brrt were intercepted
by Russian ianks and infantry. Nepakarat (Trade Union
nlwspaper) refers to the revolution as " a Sreat mass move-
ment ".

December 6,1956-
Nepakarat states : " It is no wonder the masses, who were
denied every possibility of expressing their will, frnallv
took to armi to show what thev thought." Several factories
iurrounded by Russian troops and A.v.O. Hundreds of
factory workers in the famous 'Red' Czepel' 6ght Russian
troops and A.V.O., as latter try to enter a factory to arrest
threi members of a Workers' Council. Russian tanks open
frre on unarmed demonstrators in Budapest: two kilied
and severa! wounded.
The Chairmen of the Workers' Councils at the Ganz and
MAVAG factories arrested.
The Central Workers' Council (Budapest) proclaims: " The
Government does not build its power on the Workers'
Councils in spite of Comrade Kaddr's promises . ' . Mem-
bers of Worklrs' Councils are being arrested . . . dragged
from their homes during the night without investigation
or hearing , . . peaceful meetings of Workers' Councils are
interrupted or prevented by armed force ". The Council
demands a reply to this proclamation by 8 p.m. on Decem-
ber 7.

December 7, 1956-
Demonstrators (workers, students, and many women) fired
on in the industrial towns Pecs. Bekeskaba and Tatabanya.
Widespread arrests of rank-and-file members of Workers'
Councils"
No reply to the Central Workers' Council proclamation.
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December 8, 1956-- fO.OOO people demonstrate against the arest of two
-J--u.ti tJ the workers' Council in the mining town of
Silgitiii"" : 80 casualties, dead and wounded. (Coal and
uia"nium miners were outstanding passive resisters. OutPut
iJti to t.tt than half of what it had been before the Revo-
lution. Many mines were flooded.)

More clashes between workers and A.V.O. in the so-called
'-CommUnist Party stronghold' of Czepel, due to further
arrests of workers.
Strikes (unofficial) reported from all parts of the country.
itre first resolution passed by Kadar's 'Sociaiist Workers'
iarty' states that Workers' Councils are " to t€ taketr over
and cleansed of unsuitable demagogues ".
Still no reply to the proclamation of the Central Workers'
Council of Budapest.

December 9,1956-- Oi-onstritions by workers and students in Budapest
inlrease. The Cenlral Workers' Council declares a 48-hour
general strike to begin on December ll " . r . in pJotest
against the repression of workers and their freely chosen
delegates ".
Martial law declared.
Tiie kada, gooernment dissoloes a{i Reeional and Ceatral
iorkers' Councils-bttt adds that it will not dlssolve thcse
in the factories and mines.

December'lt, 1956-- f'-" tt i todn of E8,er, demonstrators force the release of
iailed members of the Workers' Couacil.
fir" Chiit** of the Central Workers'C-ouacil @udapest)'
Sanaor Racs. and its secretary. Saodor Bali' are arested.
io sto*, Kadar and the Russians what support tbe
Workers' Councils still enioy amoag worke-rs throuS,bout
thi country, the great. historic. 4t-hour General Strike
begins. The response is practically unanimous.

December 12, 1956-- At Eger a iarge crowd of demonstrators is fircd on by the
poliiJ-two workers killed' some wounded' Hand greEades

ihen thrown by the demoBstrators who oc'cupied, for a
short time. a small building which housed a printirrg press.

Revolutionary leaflets and posters are produ,ced and dis-
iributed. Nipszabadsie commenting oa the 48-hour srike'
iays: " A stiike. the like of which h:s 46v61 before been
seen in the history of the Hungarian workers' movemcnt
. . . " but claims it is the result of intimidation bv' counter-
revolutionaries'. In Budapest, the whole electricity supply
is cut off. This hadn't happened even during the thick
of the recent battles. Rail and other forms of transport
paralysed throughout the country. - Factoric at a stand-
itill. - Large numbers of Russian tanks sest iDto the streets
of the capital. The Kadar Governmeat €Etpowers Summary
Courts automatically to pass the death sentence on people
declared ' guilty'. At Kutfei, a 2l-vea*old worker is
sentenced to l0 years' imprisonment for having a revolver
and ammunition at his home. Big house-to-house searches
for arms continue--often carried out by Russian troops.

December 13, 1956-
'; People in Budapest are laughing today."-Sam Russell'
Dailu Worker.

December 14, 1956-
The two-day strike, having shown its strength. ends. The
Governmeni reminds the people that all demonstrations
and assemblies are 'officially' banned. Praoda states that
the attempted revolution in Hungary was " a fascist putsch
. . . (in which) the international imperialist forcls.
directed by certain United States circles' played the main
and decisive roles ".

December 15, 1956-
Death penalty re-introduced for striking. J6nos Solt6az
broughi befoie a Court Martial in Miskolc' chargcd qith
hiding arms, and executed immediatcly after the trial. Thb
is the-first known execution for this offence. Iozsef Du'rx'
popular chairman of the Budapest Revolutionary Commit-

tee, executed. Gyula Hay aad many othcr writcrs ard
intellectuals iurested.
Trade Unions aEain 're-organised' and a 'reli-able' leader'
Jtrip irrst"Uea. The name 'National Council df Free Trade
Unions' is, hypocritically, retained. (See Appendix III,
February 26, 1957).

December 17, L956-- MfurCrr r.ive Kadar conditions for resumption of normal

",ort 
. iUese include: formation of their own independe-nt

com-itte"r to represent them in negotiatiotrs with the
managemeat; withdrawal of all Russian troops-; Nag to
be Prlme Minister. A spokesman added: 'If the soy-e[9-
mlof ao"t not accept these conditions' no work will be
a-one iu ine mines even if wg mingrs have to go beggtog
oi-"hig".t" from our Motherlaod." (The Times, December
t7, t9r6).
Reported a third of the labour forcq at the -uranium miues
i" -pe.i- 

Uia iiit. another third had been declared redua'
dant because of electrical power shortage.

December 20, 1956-- F;iic" emiowered to imprison people for six months'
wiitrout-*iat, whom they-suspect of 'threatening public
safety and production'.-

December 25, 1956-- R;ports of'many executions. Strikers berqg .singled out
ini -victimised io intimidate the others. Strikes do not

. last long in such cooditions of terror.
December 25.1956-- Ei'orgv MirosCn, the Social Denocrat and a Minister in

dt. Ga"" Goverament,s declares that, if aecessary, -the
Governmeat will execrrte 10,fiD people to prove that thgu
a ttC real Governmeat, and no1 the lYorkers! Councils.

December 29, 1956-- Declaration of the HunE:uian Writers' Union: "We have
to state with a depressed heart that the Soviet Government
made a historical mistake when it stained tle revolution
*rith Ulood. We predict ttrat the time will come when thc
great power that erred will repeut. We rvarn everyone
Iway irom the erroneous iudgment that - revolution in
Hunsary would have anni[ih1sd the achievements of
Sociitlsin but for the interference of Soviet arms.'We kaow
t-hat that is not tnre."sr (The Obseroer, Decenber 30,
1956). * * *
The events chronicled for December 1956 are only somc

of those we have beea able to check. ltere were reports
throughout the month of armed resistaace by guerillas, par-
ilcutailv in the Borsod region Gluaearys largest industrial
area), Veszprom, Miskolc, STambathely.,Vac, Kunszentmar-
ton,-even in the hills of Buda itself. There were moreoYer
almost daily reports of lar8,e-scale arrests, trials, scntetrccs
ind executibns bf workers, studeDts ard intellecftals. lbesc
wouta often be aanounced by Radio Budapest as a me'ils ol
intimidation.

The diary for 1957 Gee Appendix III) shows that opcn
resistance ilradually lessened. Nevertheless, strikes aod
demonsuations continued tlroughout 1958 and 1959.

Between December'1955 and December 1957 bureauctatic
control was progressively tightened. Of particalar siSniicancc
during this 

-perlod was the svstematic destuction of tle
Worters' Councils bv the Party leaders. First there was the
selective arrests of Council committee members. Next' maly
iank-and-6le members were .rrrested. Then the Kadar Gov-
ernment stated on December fth 1956 that all regional and
central Workers' Councils were dissolved, although thosq io
individual factories and mines were tolerated for a whilc
longer.

90. Marosatr, toS.thcr with Kadar, Apr6 aod Mqnatch'- diEaDDcalcd ftc
day bcfore dhc sccond Russian attack, prcsomably to totm a 'GoYCf,a-
mcnt.'
91. Earlv tn 1957, the WrlteE Utrton was ba999!.--So was thc Unig-n
6f lo-fr?rli;i"-i;d eritrieiloilaiary 17 and 19, 1957 in AppcodL IIII.

,7



The iatimidation worked. Bv earlv lanuarv 1957, members
of 

-Councils not yct arested begaB to resign. By thc middle
oi the ycar, the purpose of thc Councils had bcen complctely
destroyed.'Tto workcrs' own delegatcs ha{ beea removcd
ana riptaceA by govcranent stooges. In Seelembct l9J?,
Aatal lpr6, DepLty Premier, announced that thc re'aainiqg
ldforkcrsi Councils were to be replaced by Works Councils'
" undcr the tcadcrship of thc trade uaions " (a-5r sooP steward
will kaow what this raeam t).

By the beginning of November, the ,lYo1kers' Couacils
wctr bcing attackcd by Fcrenc Miianich, Minister of thc

Interior, as " led by class-alien ctrements ", It was " neccssary
m rcplace this whole sct-up as soon as possiblc by acw
orgaaisations ".

On November 17. 1957. it was officially announced that
all remaiaing \,Vorkers' Councils were to be abolished forth-
with. The very name 'Workers' Council' aow both cm'
barrassed and iofuriated the regime. The bureaucracy
rtcryed ec hDossiblc: b crDuagc frorn tb9- mtmory of
the Hun8nrian people and from History itself the grcet.
positive exDerieace of working class self-administration.

Fascist Counter-Revolution ?

" In rll ie bloody triunphs ovcr the scE..cri'
ficlag chenplons of e new ead bcttcr tocicty'
thet neferious civilisrdon, b.gcd upol tlc
enslevcment of lebour, drowns thc rnoas ol ltr
vlcdms in r hue end cry of cllumy, rcvct'
berated by e wotld-wlde ccho."
K. Marx. 

- 
The Cittil War in France (1871)-

Dcspite all this, there are, eveo today, members of the
Commuuist Party who still believe their leaders' propaganda
+hat Russian troops stopped a fascist counter-revolution in
HunSary. Let us nail tbis lie once and for all.

In the Daily Worker of November 10. 1956, thc British
Communist Part/s 't'heoreticiaq', Palme Dutt, wrotc: " The
issuc in Hungary is between the Socialist achievements of
twclve ycars and the return to capitaliso, landlordism, and
Horthy fascism, as made clear to all by Cardinal Mindszentv's
broadcast." What a terrible indictment this sounds of
Russian-Erpe Commuaism ! Does Palme Dutt really mean
that large sections of the Huogarian working class. actually
preferred capialism ? Of course this is not true.

In our accouat of the Hungarian Revolution we have not
mentioned the release of Cardinal Mindszgnty (on Octobcr
30) nor his broadcast (on November 3) which Palme Dutt
refers to. Itis was no mistake. \{e did not 'forget it'. The
Mindszenty broadcast was not an imporEnt feature of the
Revolution. ft only appcars important when one looks at
thc 'excuses' given by the Kremlin's apologists for the
massacre of November 4.

It is unaecessary to quote the whole of Mindszenty's
speech. Palme Dutt and other Stalinist propagandists based
ttreir claim of a 'return to fascism' on the fiction that Mind-
szenty called for the restoration of the confiscated property
of the Catholic Church. While ambiguity abounded in the
Cardinal's phrases, none could have been interpreted as mean-
ing this-not even when he said he wanted " a classlcss
society based on the rule of law and democracy and also on
private ownership, correctly restricted by the interests of
society and iustice ". This sentence might have tarred
Mindszenty as God's owrr social-democratic confusion-
monger, but aever as a 'fascist'.

Reactionaries of conservative or even of fascist persuasion
undoubtedly took part in the Revolution. They would no
doubt have taken the fullest advantage of a new,-free society
to air their views. But such views would have gained iasid-

nificant support. These people certainly did not start thc
revolution nor did they have any influence on its devclop-
ment. Communist propagandists throughout the world
scraped the barrel and ransacked the dispatches of prese
correspondents, particularly those of the Right, for any scrap
of information which misht be used to prove their conten-
tion. I{indszeoty's broadcast. coming as it did the day
before the second Russian attack, was the best they could
unearth.

And even here, they were forced to misrepresent what
Mindszenty had said. They were also forced to maintain an
eloquent silence when. on November 5. Mindszenty had to
seek refu8e in the Ameican Embassy. What ? Were there
no Hungarian ' counter-revolutionaries' who might have
sheltered the worthy priest ? So much for his influence on
the Hungarian masses in revolt. On the whole. Mindszenty
supported'Nagy. But Naty was not in control-the people
were. The workers would not listen to Nacy. Why should
they listen to ilindszenty ?

If the Hunearian Revolution of October-December 1956
was the work of 'reactionary. fascist. counter-revolutionar-v
forces'. where was the bureaucracy's much-vaunted 'effic-
iency' ? What were the Hungarian state-security forces
(A.V.O.) doing during the preparations for the uprising ?
How is it no inkling of the plans for revolt ever reached the
big flapping ears of the secret police ? In a state where a
dossier was kept of every person above the age of six. the
sort of organisation essential to a fascist, or iust a plain
capitalist-inspired. revolt was impossible. It may seem para-
doxical. but the strength of the Hungarians in revolution
lay in their lack of a centralised and bureaucratic 'revolu-
tionary' organisation-an organisation. that is, similar to
that of their rulers

What professional revolutionaries would have wasted
valuable time in pullins down the massive statue of Stalin.
in burning books and papers in the 'Horizont' Russian book-
shops. in the interminable discussions that went on in the
Councils, committees, aud even in the streets ?
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But on the other hand, what professional revolutionaries
would have been able to extract from the HunS,arian working
class the depths of initiative, resistance and self-sacrifice they
were to show in a cause they felt to be their very own ?

The Stalinists still insist that tbe revolutionaries did not
8,et their arms from the factories or from soldiers in the
Hungarian army. All their propaSanda at the time stressed
that arms were being smuggled to the people across the
Austrian border, How could the frontier guards (a section
of the bureaucracy's most faithful servants, the A.V.O.) bc
so feckless in their ' duties'as to allow hundreds of thousaads
of rifles, machine-guns, Srenades-not to mention hundreds
of tons of ammunition-to pass unnoticed tbrough the electri-
fied barbed wire and from there to proceed, unmolested, to
various pre-arranged distribution points? Little more need
be said about the charge of 'fascist counter-revolutioo' .

But there were other, minor features whiih, the Staliaists
claim, were 'reactionary': the demand for parliamentary
elections, the illusions in U.N.O., the dropping of the term
of address 'comrade', the adoption of the word '&iead',
and the elimination of the Communist Party emblem from
the Hungarian fla8.

We have already commented on some of tiese points.
The first two demands arose as the result of teo years of
Stalinist rule. Not only were parties of the Rieht suppressed,
but also all political tendencies and ideas among the workinS,
class itself. Compared with the conditi,ons that prevailed in
Russian-dominated Hungary, many of the politicd institutions
in the West appeared as paragons of democratic virtue. EYen
within the ranks of the Party, all opposition was srangled.
Defectors from the party line wbre dealt with by the security
police.

It is not relevant here to make a detailed analysis of
fascism. It is enough to point out that fascism had no
chance among workers as politically conscious as the Hun-
garians showed themselves to be in October-November 1956.
Moreover. the social and economic conditions essential for
the growth of .fascist tendencies simply do not deYelop und€r
conditions of total bureaucratic capitalism. Despite this, the
Party propa8andists formulated a new dogna followinS

Kadar's return from Moscow, in March 1957. They declared
that " the dictatorship of the proletariat, if overthrown,
caoaot be succreeded by any form of SoverEBent other thatr
fascist couater-revolution ". Like in the Catholic Church,
things are proclaimed as dogna which the leaders want the
masses to accept but caa't losicaUy conviace tlem of. Aay-
wav, evetr before the Revolution the proletariat did zot
dictate. It was dictated to. Ard it was against this that
the proletariat rose. Kadar himself was to admit all this
quite explicitly when he :rroclaimed: " the regime is aware
that the people do not always tnow what is good for them.
It is &erefore the dutv of the leadership to act, aot accordina
to the rpill of the people, but accordiag to rYhat ttre leadership
knows to be in the best izleresfs of the people ".s

At the l&h Coneress of the Russian C.omnunist Parqy,
iD 1921, while the workers and sailors of Kronstadt wclc
being ruthlesslv suppressed, Tror&y had first clearly formu-
lated the same idea. Denouncing the workers' opposition
inside his owa ParU he explained: "They have comc out
with danEerous slogaris I Ttey have madc a fetish of demo'
cratic principles ! They have placed the worters' right to
elect representatives above the Party. As if the Party wcnc
not entitled to a$ert its dicatorship evea if that dicatorship
temporarily clashed with the passing noods of the workers'
democracy ". Trotsky spoke of the " revolutioaary bistorical
birthright of the ParE." " The ParF is obliged f6 arinrain
its dictatorship . . . regardless of temporary vacillations, cvcn
ia the working class . . . Ihe dictatorship does aot base.itsclf
at every Siven moment on the formal principle of a workers'
democracy..."

Over seventy years\earlier Matx had spokea of the emanci-
pation of the working, class beiug the task of the working
class itsef. tn 1921 and in 1956 Bolshevism aud Stalinism
respectively set out to ptove him wror6g. The Party leaders,
not the tnasses, were aow the embodiment of social progfess.
If necessary the 'temporary vacillations of the working class'
were to be corrected with Party bullets !

92. Sec also othct Grtrasts ftom Xada's spcccb to thc Nadotlal Asscrobly
itr Appcrdir III'[May lGll, 19571.

why?
'r all political strutdc ere chsa strutclcs, eld
all class struggles for enenclptioa . . . tE !
ultimotely on the questioa of ccoaoaic
Gmancip.tion."
F. Engels. Ludwig Feuerbach otd the End ot
Classical German Philosophv (lEE8).

It is still not known for c,ertaio [sy mzny people lost
their lives during the Hungarian Revolution. Estimates raage
from 20,000 to 50,000 Hungarians and from 3,500 to 7,000
Russians. The number'wounded was very much higher.
Since Novembi:r 1956, many thousands have been executed.
The number imprisoned runs into tens of thousands-most
of the political prisoners released dur.ing the Revolution were
leter rounded up.

Some people have been aware, for a long time, of the

o Terror lmplics noetly uselcss cruclty Dcr-
petr.tcd by frtshtened f,eople ln order to
nassure themsclves.t
F. Engels. Iztter to Mcrr (September 4, 1870).

true character of the Russian regime and of thr. counter-
revolutioaary role played by its agents (the Stalinist parties)
in the working cliass strugSles of the previous thirty years.
Some remember the pitiless way the Party repressed all
working.class opposition within the U.S.S.R., and the suffer-
ings it inflicted on whole populations, deported at the time
of collectivisation.e It nevertheless seemed incredible that,
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before the shocked gaze of workers and Communists in
every country, the Russian bureaucracy should have assunied
responsibility for crushing with thousands of tanks an insur-
rection which had mobilised every section of the Hungarian
people, and particularly the youth atrd the workin8 class.

The Krushchevs, the Mikoyans, the Bul8nnins, had accused
Stalia of every evil of the past. They had claimed to be
impotent spectators of a terror they abhored. For the
precediag few moaths they had been cavorting around the
capials of the world exhibiting themselves as 'deceot chaps'.
But they were guilty of a crime which matched any of Stalin's
previous atrocities.

Why did the Kremlin decide to crush Hungary ?

\fe have exaoined tie 'official' excuse.: Nagy was power-
less to stop a fascist counter-revolution. Nagy was certainly
powerless. But powerless to check the workers ! For the
Russians to admit this would be to admit the failure of their
Communism. That is why ttao Tse-Tung, Tito, Gomulka,
iadeed tle whole Communist hierarchy throughout the world,
whatever their other differences,er all supported the Kremlin
line. The Russian bureaucracy could find compromises with
the Tildys, the Kovacs, even the Mindszentys. It could still
govern by making concessions. Indeed, this had already been
done, not only in Hungary, but in all the so-called 'Pedples'
Democracies'. BUT THERE WAS NO BASIS WHATEVER
FOR COMPROMISE WITH THE AUTONOMOUS ORGANI.
SATIONS OF THE WORKING CLASS tN ARMS (THE
COI'NCII,S). THEIR VICTORY WOULD HAVE SPELLED
TOTAL DEFEAT FOR THE BUREAUCRACYI

Some have said Russia had no alternative but to kecp
Hungary well within its grip, for to withdraw would have
left her vutnerable from the \Medt. Militarily, this ar8ument
is false. Whereas Poland end East Germaay were vital,
HunSary and Rumania were Dot. [t is reported that Krush-
chev himself had been considering the evacuation of Hungary.
He believed this would have meant an immense gain in
prestige. But this was before the Revolution.

Others have said that Eden's barbarous attack on E8ypt
(on November l, 1956) Ereatly influenced the Kremlin's
decision to launch the second attack against the Hungarians
(on November 4). Because of the Suez venture, the United
States propagandists were unable to e:rploit the Hungarian
tragedy to the full. But althoueh this was a coiocidence of
great convenience to the Kremlin, it is simply rot true that
it basically influenced their decision. The build-up of
Russian armour in north-east Hungary had been going on
for several days before Eden announced his ultimatum to
Egypt.

Between October 23 and November 4, the working peoplc
of Hungary had spontaneously organised their own power
through their Councils. To these Councils they imrnediately
gave the greatest possible extension. These autonomous

,4, T'Itc Chlnesc Communists now reproach th. Ru$ians wlth lot hfvin3
actcd yigorously ctrouth ln supprcssiag thc Hungariau Rcvolution I

groups had formed, with extraordinary speed, a military force
capable of momentarily neutralising the Russian army and
the A.V.O., if not of actually compelling them to retrear.
Their demands had resulted in a radical change of the
workers' position within the framework of industry. They
had attacked exploitation at its very roots. Public order,
their order, had been maintained. The distribution of food.
fuel and medical supplies, had been carried out magnificently.
Even a reporter of The Obsenser recognised this: "A fantastic
aspect of the situation is that althoug,h the general strike is
in being and there is no centrally-organised industry, the
workers are nevertheless taking upon themselves to keep
essential services going, for purposes which they themselves
determine and support. Workers' Councils in industrial
districts have undertaken the distribution of essential goods
and food to the population, in order to keep them alive. The
coal miners are making daily allocations of just sufrcient coal
to keep the power stations going and supply the hospitals in
Budapest and other large towns. Railwaymen organise trains
to go to approved destinations for approved purposes . . . "
(November 25, l9s0.

The network of Workers' and Peasants' Councils which
spranSl up spontaneously was the biggest single gain of the
Hungarian Revolution. This was the g,reat historical signi-
fcance of Hungary '56. This has immortalised the Hungarian
people. By the ead of October, government by Workersl
Councils was virtually a fact. This is the simple yet powerful
truth that evaded so meny at the time-and since.

In their decision to crush this little country, thc Kremlin's
logic was.cold. consistent and ruthless. They could not
tolerate, on their very doorstep, a counEy in which ordinary
people were. for the frrst time in history. running their own
affairs and were moreover advancing. in giant steps. towards
genuine equality. It could not be tolerated because of the
example it would have Eiven to the other oppressed'satellite'
peoples already secthing with discontent. To allow the Revo'
lution to triumph meant to allow its influence to be felt and
acted upon by the workinS class of Czechoslovakia. Rumanie
and Yugoslavia. The workers in these countries were suffer-
ing exploitation similar to that from which the Hungarians
had freed themselves. To allow the Revolution to develop
would have me.nt giving an immensc impetus to the move-
rnent in Poland which for a month had extracted concession
after concession from the Polish bureaucracy as well as
from the Kremlin.

Finally, Revolution in Hun8ary ,cQuld "not be tolerated
because of the example it misfit set' to the great subject
people on its north-eastern borders-in the Soviet Union
itself. That Russian soldiers were handing over weapons
to Hungarian revolutionaries (and, in some cases. actually
ioining their ranks) must have chilled the spines of Krushchev
and his henchmen. If sections of the Red Army proved
unreliable in putting dowu a 'foreign' uprising. how would
the army react to a similar uprising in Russia itself. Of such
stuft were nightmares made !
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The Meaning of The Hungarian Revolution
" The emancipetion ol the worters contains
universal human emancipation-and it coatains
trG ti"i"n the whole ol hunan servitude is
i"rofia in the rehtion of tbe worle,r to
pioduction. Every relstion of servitude is but 1
frodiicatio" and consequence of this-rehti-on"'
k. Uatx. Economic and Philosophic Manu-
scripts (1844).

When the Hungarians'vvere finally crushe4' the Western
crocodile began to weep. But it leered as it wept'

We ha-ve already seen how' in the West, 'political' com-

-"nt- *ir- ;;tt;a upon the nationaltstic aspects of the
Rivolution, no matter how trivial. Why were lryestern

""riti"iini to selective in their support and so parsimonious
i;-l-h;i; praise for Hunsarv's October ? Basicallv because
it ei rrer6 opposed"both to its methods and to its aims'

" The view prevailing among United States- ofrcials was

ttrat 
-'-ivoiution t lo*ards freedom in Eastern Europe would

ile-Uetieitoi atl concerned than 'revolution', though nobodv
rrliJ-trv]"g this publiclv", wrote the Net York Times
rO"toLit {2. tCsSl. And'as to ends. can anvone imagine the
Piesident of the United States, the House of Representatives,
ih. British Prime Minister, Her Maiesq/s Government, Her
Majesty's Loyal Opposition' the T'U.C.'s.General Secretary
or 'rtei Majisty's-irade union leadership supporting the
fundamental social, economic and political aims of the Hun-
I,arian Revolution ? What capitalist government could
ienuinely support a people demanding 'workers' manage-
iient of-induslry' and alreadv beginning to implelnent this
on an increasing scale ? Such Sovernments mieht 8o to
war to protect their own class interests. One.cannot conc=ive
of them going to war to protect the interests of a Revolution
which showed every sign of making both them and their
bureaucratic counterparts in the East redundaat' For. as
Peter Fryer wrote. the Hungarian Revolution showed " the
ability of ordinary working men and women to take their
affairs into their own hands and manage them without a

. special caste of officials ".e5

Naive observers could not understand why the West,
having 'failed' to take a military initiative over Hungary,
did not at least make some political gesture. Shocked noises
they made. in UNO and elsewhere. But an effective political
initiative involved supporting, clarifying and propagating the
most important demands of the Hungarian workers. those
that were the mainspring of the Revolution, in particutar the
demand without which it would not have been a people's
revolution at all: Workers' Pouer-a complete change io
the relations of production.

" The relations of production (boss-worker ; manager-
managed ; order-giver--order-taker) remain the basis of the
class sffucture of any society. In all countries of the world
these relations are capitalist relations because they are based
on wage labour."s The Hungarian working class attempted
to transcend class society by striking at the very roots of the
social system.

Certain Western observers thought their methods 'chaotid'
rr,Iv 

-aeproria - 
their 'absence of organisat-ion 

" 
But ttc

rl"iie"iia"-,"iikers had instinctivelv srasped, althou,sh pcr-
iripi""i i*pticitly proclaimed, that thev must. break com-

"rJt"ti;-iriitti- 
itrose 

-traaitional 
orSanisaiional forms which

f,;d'f6r viio i"iiipped both them and the workins.chss of
itrJ wesi. This wai their strength. Thev saw tlat it meant
Uilatine wiih those verv institutions which they- themselvcs
had originally created for their emancipation' and whrctr nao
i"t".-UJ""-i ietters upon them. New organs of qgnlcefc
*iii "iJ"t"a: 

the Woikers' Councils which embodied' in
emUivo, the new society they were seeking to achieve'
we;iil 'observers' could hardly be expected to recoEinise
all this, or to elaborate on this theme !

The working class of Western Europe, althougf, stirred. by
ttrJ iiruggte oi their Hungarian comrades, remained passivor

iit,-itei?oni had ttre power to save the Revolution. Thcv
rtolia i"a *"iched beciuse thev were (and still are) under
itrl-iaeotogical influence of the 'leaderships' of 'their orm'
organisatidns. The degeneration of these organisaEons- is
nol aue to'bad leaderJ'who'betray'. "The problem has
mucnieeper roots . . . The political and trade union or-Enai-
;A;ns ;i the working class have increasinglv- adonted the
oUJ"tiro, mithods, philosophy and patteras of organisation
;i'th; vety society ihey weri irving tro super-sede. There has
divelopedwitbin-theii ranks an increasing division between
l,ial"i ""a 

lid, order-givers and order-takers. This has
culminated in the development of a workiag class burctu-
iii"i *t iitt tan neither be removed nor co-atrolled. ltie
brrreaucracy pursues obiectives of its own."' Once this is
peiceivea ind acted upon the davs of the burcaucrac" will
be numbered.

Jn the organisation of their Workers' rCouncils and in the
reorganisation of their trade unions' tlee -Ilungarian-s had
shown an awareness of the fact that " the revolutionetry
oiganisation will not be able to fight. th.e tendency -torrer.ds
bu-reaucracy unless it functions itself'according to the prin'
iiples of proletarian democracy and io a consciously anti'
bureaucratic manner"'s The vgious tCouncils that spratr8
up all over the country had the xreatelit possible autoaomy.
As far as we have been able to &cov,er, ao one evcr qucs-
ti,oned the principle that delegates elected to the Ceatral
eouncits itr6uta Le revocable,-at all times. The priacipl!
U"c"-e an immediate reality, automntically acccptcd and
acted upon.

The massacre of the Hungariao people, tte dest'uction of
thJ orBanisations thev had built during tbcir brief spclt o!
freidoir and the re-iirposition of total bureaucratic control

tt. Pctcr Exycr, Hungtian Tragedy. yl. Ibid, pP.l3-ll.
I. Q$&dfromsocialrsn orBarbaismtsolidarirypemphlctNo. ll,P.3l. 9t. Ibid'9.?-O.
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over all aspects of their lives brought an end to an era: the
cra during which the Russian bureaucracy had partp
succeeded--despite Stalin-ia passing themselves off .as
defeaders of Socialism and as champions of the workiag
class. Now it would never be the same asaiD I

The Hungariaa Revolutioa of October 1956, wrote its
message in the blood of thousan& of ordinary working
people, particularly the youth. ll'he message is &at, today,
the class sbuggle throughout thc world is not oire between
East and West, bctween l:bour and Tory, or bctween
employers and trade uaion leaders. It is the" strugglc of
the working class for its oun emancipation. It is the stru8gle
of the workiag class against aII the bureaucratic regimes,
institutioos and ideologies. which, in both East and West,
obstruct its road to &eedom.

Whatever we choose to call the new society we aspire
te-the classless society in which men iue truly free to
develop to thc full, aad to m:raage all aspects of their lives

-its cshblishnent will depend oa several esseatials. It
will depend on a different and eotirely new attitude to
'leadership' from that prevailing in the traditional orennisa-
tionC of the'left' today. It will depcnd on an understatding

that the obiective of the Revolution is not just a chan8e in
the formal ownership of property but the abolition of all
special strata in society,.managing the activities of others
from the oueide. It will depend finally on the realisation.
by working pgople, of their ability to manage society and of
the urgeat need for them to do so. Without this no progress
can be made towards solving the gigantic problems that
eonfront humanity, not least of which is whether tomorrow
will ever dawn or whether at any moment we shall all be
destroyed in a auclear holocaust.

Famous intellectuals have written learned books about the
world's problems ia an age when life on earth could be
wiped out by the decisions and actions of infrnitesimal
minorities. Because of their particular position within society
few of thcse intellectuals have dared to speak out and to
proclaim that the solution to these problems implies a pro-
fouad soeial revolution in which the working people, the
vast maiori$ of rna'kind. will take power into their own
hands and procced to build a society where they are masters
of their fate. Tbcy must do this themselves and cannot
delegate the task to anybody. Real freedom depends on
tbe exteot to which this revolutionary task is both understood
aod acted upon,
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Appendix I

Resolution of the Writers' Union
(read to the croud at the Bem statue, October 21,1956)

" We have arrived at an historic turning point. We shall
not be able to acquit ourselves well in this revolutionary
situation unless the entire Hungarian working people rallies
round us in discipline. The leaders of the Party and the State
have so far failed to present a workable programme. The
people responsible for this are those who, instead of expaad-
in8 Socialist democracy, are obstinately orEanising themselves
with the aim of restoring the Stalin and Rakosi regime of
terror in Hungary. We, Hungarian writers. have formulated
these demands of the Hungarian nation in the following
seven points :

(l) We want an independent national policy based on
the principle of Socialism. Our relations with all counffies,
and with the U.S.S.R. and the People's Democracies in the
6rst place, should be regulated on the basis of the principle
of equality. We want a review of inter-State treaties and
economic agreements in the spirit of the equality of national
rights. (This was a clear reference to the uranium mines at
Pecs-discovered eighteen months earlier. The Russians
called them ' bauxite mines'. A.A.)

Q) An end must be put to national minority policies
which disturb friendship between the people. We want true
and sincere friendship with our allies-the U.S.S.R. and the

. Peoples' Democracies. This can be realised only on the basis
of Leninist principles.

(3) The country's economic position must be clearly
stated. We shall not be able to emerge from this crisis
unless all workers, peasants and intellectuals can play their
proper part in the political, social and economic administra-
tion 'cf the country.

(4) Factories must be run by workers aad specialists. Ihe
present humiliating system of wages, norms, social security
conditions. etc.. must be reformed. The trade unions must'
be the true representatives of the interests of the Hungarian
working class.

(5) Our peasant policy must be put on a new basis.
Peasants must be given the right to decide their own fate,
freely. The political and economic conditions for free mem-
bership in the co-operatives must be created. The present
system of deliveries to the State and of tax payment must
be eradually replaced by a system ensuring free Socialist
production and exchan8ie of goods.

(6) If these points are to materialise, there must be
changes of structure and of personnel in the leadership oI
the Party and the State. The Rakosi clique, which is seeking
restoration, must be removed froilour political life. Imre
Nagy, a pure and brave Communist,'who enioys the con-
fidence of the Hungarian people, and all those who have
systematically fouSht for Socialist democtacy in recetrt years,
must be given the posts they deserve. At the same time, a
resolute stand must be made sgaiast all counter-revolutionary
attempts aad aspirations.

Q) The evolution of the situation demands that the
Peeples' Patriotic Front should assume the political repre-
sentation of the workinSi strata of Hun8arian society. Our
electoral system must correspond to the demands of Socialist
democracy. The people must elect their representatives in
Parliament, in the Council, and in all autonomous or8ans
of administration, freely and by secret ballot."
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Appendix ll

Brief History of Personalities

Lrnd Ger6, imprisoned in 1919, after the fall of the Kun
regime. Fought in Spain from 1935 until the Republican
collapse, Went to Moscow and became a Russian citizen.
After World War II he returned to Hungary and led the
Party until his friend, Rakosi, arrived.

Janos Kadar was born in 1910. His parents were farm
workers. He had little education and became a locksmith.
At nineteen, he joined the youth movemert of the illegal
Communist party. Served several short terms of imprison-
ment. Under the Communist regime after the war, he was
made a police officer. His rise in the hierarchy was then
rapid. After the merger of the communist and socialist
parties, he was made a member of the Politbureau. Two
months later he became Minister of the Interior, But in
mid 1950 he was dismissed. Nine months later he was re-
elected to the Central Committee and the Politbureau.
Shortly after this hg 'disappeared'.

Bela Kun was a prisoner of war in Russia during World
War I. He was released by the Bolsheviks and took part in
the Revolution. Author of. The Second International in
Dissolution, Marxism oersus Social Democraca, Lenin on the
I.t.P.: published in English by Modern Books Ltd.

Pdl Mal€ter was an ofrcer of the regular army during the
inter-war years. In World War II, he was one of Horthy's
highly-trusted personal guards until 1943. when he was
sent to the Russian Front. He was taken prisoner and soon
after ioined a Russian-organised brigade of partisans. After
a six-months' course he was made commander of a partisan
8roup. In 1944, he parachuted into northern Hungary and
fought the Nazis until Russian troops arrived. He reioined
the Hungarian Army in 1945 with the rank of major and
then joined the Communist Party. When the Republic was
proclaimed in 1946, Mal6ter was made a lifeguard of its
President, Zoltan Tildy. Tildy was arrested in 1948, and
Mal6ter rejoined the regular army. In l95l he was promoted
colonel and put in command of an armoured division. Hc
also was given the task of training all armoured divisions
including the training of officer-cadets at the school in Tata.
la 1952, he was moved to the Ministry of Defence and at the
end of the year he was given the post of Commander of
the Works Brigades.

Imre Nagg was born in 1896, of Calvinist peasants. He
had an elementary education, but became a professor in both
Rostov and Budapest and a member of the Hunearian
Academy. In 1915 he was conscripted into the Army. Later
taken prisoner by the Russians.

He saw the Revolution and ioined the Russian Communist
Party in 1918. Returned to Hungary in l92l and worked
underground against the Horthy regime. hr 1927 he was
arrested, but escaped to Austria a year later. He went back
to Russia in 1930 and became a Russian citizen. On his
return to Hungary in 1944, he became a founder-member
of the 'new' regime.

Laszlo Raik was born in 1909, in Transylvania. His father
was a cobbler. He ioined the Communist Party when e
student at Budapest University. At the age ol 23, he was
imprisoned for his part in a ' Communist conspiracy' at the
University. Released and worked for some time as a manual
labourer. Fought in the International Brigade, in Spain.

and was severely wounded in 1937. At the end of the
Spanish Civil War he tried t:i get back to Hung,ary. via
France, but was interned. He escaped from France in 1941.
tried to enter Hungar3r but was arrested and imprisoned.
When released he became secretary of the underground
Communist Party section in Budapest. Captured by the
Germans in I944 and sentenced to death. The sentence was
not carried out. but he was sent to the notorious iail of
Sopronkrihida and later to a concentration camp in Germany.

After his return to Hungary. at the end of the war. he
became Minister of the Interior and was soon dreaded and
hated for his ruthless violence. He was arrested on the
orders of his ' comrades' in May 1949. His trial began on
September 16, 1949. The main charge was that he had
been spying for Tito's secret police. But he was also charged
with spying for the American F.B.I. and for the Gestapo.
with " attempting to overthrow the democratic order of
Hungary ". with war crimes. sedition. conspiracy. and a host
of other charges. He pleaded guilty and was hanged.

Mataas Rakosi was born in 1892. His father was a poultry
merchant. When young he decided on a career in the
Austro-Hungarian Consular Service. Went to London to
perfect his Enelish and worked as a bank clerk. Returned
to Hungary iust before the outbreak of World War I. ioined
the Army, I,ot a commission. was sent to the Russian front
and was taken prisoner. As a P.O.W. he became an ardent
supporter of the Bolsheviks. It is said that he met Lenin in
l9l8 and that thel' became friendly. Returned to Hungary
in l9l8 and worked with Bela Kun. When the Kun Govern-
ment cotlapsed. he fled to Austria where he worked for the
Comintern.

In 1924 he returned to Hungary to reorganise the Com-
munist Party. For this he was soon arrested by Horthy's
police and was sentenced to death. This caused uproar
from certain circles in the West and as a result the sentence
was iommuted to eight years' imprisonment. He was
released in 1915, but was later re-arrested and tried for his
part in the l9l9 revolution. At his trial he gained a reputa-
tion throughout the world for being fearless and outspoken.
He and his lawyer-Rustem Vdmbdry-used the dock with
great skill to accuse the Horthy regime. In doing so, they
showed a courage rarely seen in Fascist countries. This was
particularly remarkable in Rakosi, who had already spent
more than ten years in some of Hungary's worst prisons.
He was sentenced to life imprisonment.

Following the Hitler-Stalin pact. the Horthy regime agreed
to send Rakosi (and Zoltan Vas) to Russia in exchange for
some flags captured by the Russians in 1849. Rakosi became
a close 'friend'of Stalin which added greatly to his 'standing'
in the Comrrrunist hierarchy.

During World War II. Rakosi organised the indoctrination
of Hungarian P.O.W.s and was in charge of Russian radio
propaganda to Hungary. He was a naturalised Russian when
he returned to Hungary with his Mongolian wife after the
war. In Hungary he became one of the most ruthless tyrants
of history. Copied Stalin's personality myth-building methods.
and was always referred to as " our father and great master.
Stalin's greatest Hungarian pupil ". On August ll. 1963.
Communist Party headquarters in Budapest reported that
Rakosi had recently died in Russia.
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Appendix lll
Diory for

lanuara l, 1957-
In a New Year messag,e. Miklos Samogyi, President of the
recentll' ' re-organised' National Council of Free Trade
Unions, appeals to the miners: " Miners, we beg of you
to give us more coal ! " The miners gave 'them' more
coal-more coal left in the pits !

lanuary ,, 1957 -
The miners of Tatabanya (production since the second
Russian attack cut to 316 of normal) again out on strike,
this time in protest against the arrest of 12 brother miners.
Ndpszabadsdg reports ' large quantities' of arms and
ammunition found hidden in a pitshaft entrance, in the
mining town of Vdrpolata.

Ianuara 4, 1957-
A military court sentences a 25-year-old transport worker
to death for being in illegal possession of arms on October
10. 1956 -i.e.. before the Kadar Government even existed !

lanuara 5, 1957-
After a visit to Budapest. N. S. Krushchev states : " In
Hung,ar-r'. everything is now in order."

Ianuary 6, 1957 -
Kadar issues statement on the ' major tasks' of the Gov-
ernment: " Russian troops will remain in Hungary for the
time being. in order to repel the whole imperialist attack
. . . The question of their withdrawal will be a matter of
ne8otiations between the U.S.S.R. and Hungary." The
statement hailed the establishment of the Workers'
Councils as " one of the great achievements of the regime ",
but in futuri:. their function was to be changed sliehtly.
They were to ensure that " the workers adhere strictly to
Government decisions ". Due to severe intimidation. with
many of their, comrades arrested and some believed to have
been already executed. members of Workers' Councils now
begin to resign.

Ianuara 8. l95Z-
The Central.Workers' Council of Czepel resi8ns and issues
the following statement :
" It was the hallowed events of the Octob€r 23 Revolution
of the Hungarian people that brought us into being so
that we couldl build an independent, free and democratic
Hungary, and bstablish the basis for a way of life free from
fear. l

" The events that have taken place in the meantime. how-
ever. have preVented us from fulfilling our mandate. We
are to have nb other role than (o carry out the orders
of the Government. We cannot carry out orders that
oppose our mahdate. We cannot sit passively when mem-
bers of Workers' Councils are being arested and harassed.
and when the, entire work of the Workers' Councils is
branded as 'counter-revolutionary'. For these reasons.
and regardless :of our personal fate, we have unanimously
der:ided to resi3n our mandate.
" Our decision does not mean that we are trying to evade
responsibility. It is our opinion that our conthued
existence would help to deceive our comrades. We tberc-
fore return our mandate to the workers."

lanuary 9, 1957-
Industrial troubles. strikes and demonstrations, flare up
more violently in all parts of the country.

lanuary 10. 1957-
Workers demonstrate in Czepel against the installation of
a Government Commissioner and a director in the ea-
gineering works. The militia, reinforced by Russian troops,
is called in. Workers dispersed after three hours of fight-
ine. Situation in Czepel so grave that Government issues
order forbidding newspaper reporters to visit island.

1957
lanuara lL,1957-

Official statement issued that one killed and six iaiurcd
in 'disturbances' at the Czepel engineering works.

lanuara 13, 1957-
Official announcement over radio that, due to continuing
' counter-revolutionary' activity in industry, Summary
Courts to be given additional power to impose the death
sentence for almost any act against the Kadar Government.
In addition to the death sentence for anyone calling a
stike, the new decree declares it illegal for workers evcn
to disczss possible strike action.

Januara 15, ,957-
" The Central Council of the Hungarian Workers has issued
a manifesto addressed to the workers. It says that against
the terror of the Russian rulers, assisted by their Hungarian
henchmen, there is only one thing to be done-to 6ght to
the bitter end. It is a question of ' to be or not to be'
the statement adds. Because of the terror, however, and
the death penalty even for distributing leaflets, the Council
exhorts the workers to spread all news concerning thc
underground by word of mouth. Sabotage anil passive
resistance are the order of the day. Strikes and go-slow
tactics are recommended." (The Times).

Januara 17,1957-
The Writers' Union dissolved by decree.

Ianuara 19, L957-
The Union of fournalists dissolved by decree.
Janos Szabo, the elderly worker who played a prominent
part in the Szena Square battles, executed.

lanuary 21, 1957-
" The waves of arbitrary arrests continue, Hundreds of
members of Revolutionary Councils are in prison. During
the last week there have been a number of judges who
have resigned in protest against what they called the
farce of this jurisdictioa;' (The Times).

Ianuaru 25,1957-
Statement by the Ministry of Interior (over Budapest
Radio) that the writers Gyula Hay, Domokos Varga, Tibor
Tardos, Zoltan Roth and Balazs Lengyel, and the journa-
lists Sandor Novobaczky and Pal Letay, have been arrested
and charged with participating in ' counter-revolutionary'
activities.

Januara 27,1957-
Police announce that another 35 people have been arrested
today in Budapest. Minister of State, Marosiin, declares
that " the insurrection was organised by international
imperialism ",

Ianuary 29,1957-
In a speech to the 'trade unions', Kadar says he has
" never relied on his Government being popular with the
Hungarian people ".
Radio Budapest announces that the Government has
' suspended' the activity of the Workers' Council of Rail'
waymen.

Februara ,, 1957-
Marosdn repeats the threats he made at the end of Decem-
ber: the Government " will create a climate of terror for

' the enemies of the people ".
February 5, 1957-

Discussions between the public prosecutors, the Minister
of State (Marosiin) and the Minister of the Interior
(Mi.innich). Decision to introduce new measures aimed at
" the restoration of discipline and public order ". The
amnesty promised by Kadar on November 4 for all
' counter-revolutionaries' who laid down their arms is
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rvithdrawo, (Onty very few people had been aken ia.
They had paid foi theii gullibilitv with their lives.)

Febrao! Ll,1957-- llewsiapeis celebrate the t2th anaiversarv of Russi4n
troops' entry into Budapest.

Februoa 18, 1957-
Oae of Kadar's promises, Siven at the meeting with
workers' deleeates on November 17, is to bc fulfrlled. A
" workers' militia " is to be e,stablished . " . fgr the purpose
of " maintainiag discipline among the tvorkers ".

Februoy 21,1957-- -fefa -nar-ti,--iccused of " or8anising demonstrations on
Dcccmber 10, as a result of which people were killed and
iniured" (by Kadar's police t) is sentenced to l4 years'
imprisonmeot by a tribunal at Miskolc.

Februoy 2L-2t, 1957-
Violent clashes between workers aad police, sparked off
by re-erection of red stars over industrial plants in Buda-
p3st.

Februoy 25, 1957-
Beginning of two-day conference of the 'Provisioaal Cen-
tral Committee' of tte Socialiit l{orkers' Party. Ia a
long resolution, part of the section dcaling with how the
unions are to 'serve' the workers, states: "lYe reiect
as reactioaary the demand that trade uaions should be
independeot of both the Parry and the \Alorkers' and
Pcasants' Goverament, and the demand for the riefit to
strike in detance of the ltrorkers' State ".

Moch 5, 1957-
Gyula trkllai, Minister of Culturc, declares that a
" systematic ideological propaSanda h necessary to liberate
the intellecfuals from counter-revolutionary inf,ueaces ".

Moch 6, L957-
A new literary weekly Magyarosag is published in Budapest
to replace lrodalmi Uisag 0iterary ga".ette of the dissolved
lfriters'Union). It hqnounces the formation of new literary
club, Tancsis, to replace thq Petiifr Circle.

Moch 17, 1957-
Announcement that a Communist Youth organisation is
to be formed.

Moch 20, 1957-
Ministry of Interior issues order that persons " dan8ierous
to the State or to public security" arc liable to..iorced
residence " at pliaces specifred by the authorities.

March 21, 1957-
Minister of Sate, Marosrin, states at a meeting in Czcpel
that Russian troops will remain in Hungary "as lonE-as
the interests of the workers require theii presence ".-

March 27, 1957-
.{t a press conferenct, MarosCn declares that " although
the counter-revolutionaries have suffered defeat. . . some
disturbing elements still remain to be eliminated ".

April 8, 1957-
At a trial in Budapest, three of the accused are sentenced.
Playwrieht, Joseph Gali, and iournalist, Gyula Obersovsky,
charged with publishing an illegal iournal and 'agitation-'.
are sentenced to I and 3 three years respectively. (But
see below: Iune 20, 25 and Iuly 4).

Apil L7,1957-
Radio Budapest announces that " counter-revolutionary "
Miklos Olach, aged 21, has been executed at Borsod ior
" killing an ofrcer of the Hungarian Army;'.

April20,1957-
Ministry of Interior issues a communiqud that the writer,
Tibor Dery, has been arrested and charged with "behaviourpreiudicial to the security of the State ",

Apil 29, L957-
Announcement that Minister of State, Marosdn, has been
appointed First Secretary of the Budapest section of thc
' Socialist Workers' Party'.

May L, 1957-
In a May Day speech, Marosdn pays fiibute to Kadar for
" crcating the conditions that have made possible the
existence of the Party and of socialist Huntary ",

May 3, 1957-
The trade union paper Nepakarat reports the arrest of a
" counter-revolutionary band " of ninc vorkers in thc
Nograd area, They are accused of obstructing Russian
tanks from entering the industrial town of Solgotorian.

May l0-lt, 1957-
Meeting of National Assembly. . Kadar says: " The task
of the leaders is not to put into i:Sect the wishes of the
masses ; the leaders' task is to realise the intcrcsts
of the masses . . . In the recent ptst,.we have eocountcred
the phenomenon of certain categories of workers acting
against their own interests . . . If the wishes of the masses
do not coincide with progress, then they must be lcd in
another direction."

Iune 20, l9r7-
Announccment that loseph Gali.,and Gyula Obersovsky
have now been sentenced to death'.' Other prison slatenccs
of accused in the same trial are raised.

June 25, l9r7-
Official communiqu6 announces the re-trial of the writers
Gali and Obcrsovsky. In the meantime, death sentcnces
suspeaded.

Iune 27. l9i7-
National Coaference of .the 'Socialist Workers' Party'
opens in Budapest. Kadar I,ives a report on the geDeral
situation----couples Nagy with Rakosi as " suilty of
treason ".

Iune 29, 1957-
National Coaferencc ends. A resolution crndemning the
" counter-revolution attempt of Octobcr-November 1956 "
admits that it is not yet defeated: "Those who have com-
mitted crimes and continue to undermine the .people's
regime, will be severely punished ". Tribute is paid to
" the brotherly help of the Soviet {Jnion ".

Iuly 4. 1957-
Death scntcnces on Gali and Obersovsky quashed by the
Dudapest Supremd Court. They are sentenced instead to
lifc aad fifteen years' imprisonment respectively.

Iuly 9, 1957-
Ndpszabadsis reports that police had to be called in to

. put an end to strike of building workers which started on
June 5, at Saioszent-Peter, for a wages increase.

Iulv 25,1957-
In a speech. Mioister of State. Marosdn. says hundreds of
arrests made during recent weekg . . . also that the Soviet
Union has agreed to the Hungarian Government's request
that Rakosi should remain in exile in the U.S.S.R.

Ausust 7, 1957-
Announcement that there is to be a trial of seven workers
who have been charged with " counter-revolutionary "
activities in the Tatabanya coalfields. where strikes and
" industrial unrest " cutinue.

Ausust 20. 1957-
Purge of schoolteachers in Miskolc.
Nepakarat reports speech by Sandor Gaspar. Secretary of
the 'Council of Free Trade Unions'. during which he
said: "' Absenteeism. unpunctuality and uniustified early
departure from work, have increased in factories durin8
the last months ".

September I,1957-
Third volume of the official l{ftire Book published in
Budapest. This gives the total number of 'comrades "

killed during the revolution as 201 (165 members of the
A.V.O.. 26 Party ofrcials-including people working for
the A.V.O.-and 9 civilians).
Celebrating 'Miners; Diry' at Tatabanya. Kidar admits
that the " October mood " still prevails among the miners.
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Seotember 17,1957-
Nips=abadsde scolds factory managers who throw on to
the Government the responsibility for " tightening norms
and reducing wages ", instead of. " explaining that such
unpopular decisions are made in the interests of the
workers ".

Septenber 2l-23. l9t7-
Maros6n makes speeches in several parts of Budapest.
including the Technical University. " If there are any
demonstrations on October 23, those taking part will be
severely punished." As if to add emphasis to this. he
adds that 1,200 people were arrested in luly.

Septe,mber 29, 1957*
At Kecskemet. Deputy Premier Altal Apro aanounces that
the remaining Workers Councils are to be replaced bl
" works councils. under the leadership of the trade
unions ".

October 15. 1957-
Ndps=abadsds repeats threats of heavy Penalties for an-v
person who " disturbs the p€ace " on October 2?, and
emphasises the need for " increased vigilance ".

Actober 16. 1957-
Marosdn again warns students against any demonstrations
on October 23,

October 2r.1957-- i
Budapest and other cities had a calm day.
A.V,O. out on the streets in great numbers.
Russian troops standing by.

Nooember 2, L957-
Budapest City Council decides to erect a statue of Lenin

-on the pedestal at the plinth in City Park where had
stood the 26 ft. bronze statue of Stalin, pulled down by
demonstrators oo October 23,1956.
The Hungarian \,Yriters' Association Abroad receives
reports of a secret trial of Gyula Hay. Tibor Dery, Zoltan
Zelk and Tibor Tardos.

Notsember 3, 1957-
Writins in Ndpszabadsds, the Minister of the Interior.
Ferenc. Miinnich, reports on the irst year's achievements
of the Kadar Government. He attacks the Workers'
Councils which " were led by class-alien elements . . ' It
is necessary to replace this whole set-up by new organisa-
tions as soon as possible ".

Nooember lr,1957-
Radio Budapest announces that the trial of the n'riters
(held in camera since the beginning of the month) hes
ended. The verdict of the Supreme Court is : Tibor Dery
(ased 63) sentenced to nine years' imprisonment; Gyula
IJay (57) six years ;Zolaa Zelk (51) three years; and Tibor
Tardos l8 months. . Report that durinS the proceedings'
Dery and Hay declared that if a similar situation were to
arise today. they would act exactly as they did in October
r9t6.

Notember 17,1957-
Official announcement that all remaining Workers' Councils
are to be abolished forthwith.
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Appendix lY

Sources of Inlormation and Quotaiou

Books & Pamphlets
L. B. Brrx. The Reluctant Satel[tes, Macmillan, New York,

1960.

Noel Brnrrn. A Handlul of Ashes, Wingate, 1957.

Huco Dnwen & DexIer Nonuex. Reoolution and Counter-
Reoolution in Eastera Eurape, Socialist Union of Central
Eastern Europe, 1957.

Prren Fnren. Hungarian Trag,edu, Dobson Books Ltd., 1955.

Ycerr. GlucxsruN, Stclin's Satellites in Europe, Allen &
Unwin, 1952.

Apilrner. Nrcnor.rs Hortnv. Memoirs, Hutchinson, 1956.

The Huneaian Workerc' Reoolution, Syndicalist Workers
Federation, 1956.

ArexeNoRA Korr.oxtet, The Workers' Opposition,Solidarity
Pamphlet No. 7.

Gronce Mrres. The Hun$arian Revolution, Andre Deutscb.
t957.

Aurxo Mrsnre. East European Crisis ol Stalinism, Calcutta,
1957.

Huaenr Rrprr- Eastera Europe in the Post-war World,
Methuen. 1961.

The Road of Our People's Democrac!, HunSarian News and
Information Senices, Iune 1952.

Hucn SErox-Wersox. Eastern Europe, 1918-1941, Cam-
bridge. 1945.

Hucx Serox-Wrrsox. Tlte East Europeon Reoolution,
Methuen, 1950.

G. N. Sxusre* In Silence I Speak, Gollancz, 1956.

Socialism or Bsbarism. Solidarity Pamphlet No. ll.

Prauda

Sconteia (Rumanian CP dailY)

Socialisme ou Bobqie
Solidarita

Szabad Nep (Hungarian CP daily)

The Times

Tribune

World Ndws and Yieus

Matyas Bajor and 6ve other young Freedom Fighters were

interviewed in London by the author, in January, 1957.
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Newspapers & Periodicals

Continental Nears Seruices

Daila Worker

The Economist

The Guardian

Irodalmi Uisas (Literaru Gazette)

The Nation

Nemzetdr (Monthly of the Hungarian Freedom Firhters)

Nepakarat (' Official' Hungarian T.U. newspaper)

Neue Ziircher Zeitung

New York Times

The Obseroer

Polish Facts and Figures



For years to come all important questions for revolutionaries will boil
dowi to simple queries : 

- Are you for or aS,ainst the programme of
the Hun8arian Reiolution ? Are you for or against workers' manage-
ment of production ? Are you for or against the rule of the Workers'
Councils ?

i

From the first day of the revolutioa, a truly proletarian movement had
expressed itself in the spontaneous formation of Couacils all over
Hungary. These C.ouncils, partially isolated by the Red Army, immedi-
atelysought to federate. By the ead of the frrst week, they had virtually
established a Republic of Councils. Only their authority rneant anythinS.
The Government, regardless of the fact that Nagy was at its head''had

. no authority whatsoever.

Certain Western observers thoughr their methods 'chaotic'. They
deplored their 'absence of organisation'. But the Hungarian workers
had instine:ively grasped, althouS,h perhaps not explicitly proclaimed'
that they must break completely with those traditional organisational
forms which had for years entrapped both them and the working class
o( the Wegt. This was their strenS,th. Thdy saw that it meant breaking
whh those lery institutions which the,' themselves had originally created
for their einancipation, and which had later become fetters upon'them.
New organs of struggle were created : the Workers Councils which
embodied. in embryo, the new society they were seeking to achieve.
Western 'observers' could hardls be expected to recoS,nise all this, or
to elaborate on this theme.!

Delegations leavinS thc Towa Hall for othcr Councils crossed deputations
coming, in from the variour local groups and conmittees. The noise and
bustle inside the Towa Hall rcminded one of the seeming chaos of a
disturbed ants' nest. Shouldered riies got caught up with shouldered
ffags. Arm-banded people holding documents iostled their way throuS,h
thronged corridors. People 6lled the rooms. As one walked along the
corridors one knew from the various sounds cominS from the rooms
that this was a real people's movement-a calm male voice, the shrill
rinS of a telephone, the excited tones of a 8irl, uprgar, Iaughter, boo:ng'
swearing, applause.

While the idea of collective farms could be profoundly socialist, collective
ownership only has a socialist content provided the association of peasants
is freely arrived at. Il, as was the case prior to October 23, agricultural
workers are forced into collectives, if they do not themselves determine
their work in common but have to carry out orders of ofrcials who don't
work, if their standard of living does not increase, if the differentials
between their incomes and those of the bureaucracy are great and grow
greater, then such collectives have nothing whatever to do with socialism.
They can in fact prove to be instruments for a 'rationalised' and
intensified form of exploitation.

Through the long srunmer days the debate smouldered on. While the
firefliei danced animatedly 2mong the trees of the countryside, fascinafing
ideas about freedom flew about the meetings in the towns. Telspn
mixed strangely with a holiday mood. The whole month rvas like'\a
heavy summer evening : the sun stiil elowins eerily through the dark
purple clouds of a threatening storm. Familiar obiects seemed out of

ff f T,:iffi H"'".11?-,',l"i*":"#:y$"3itf ,il':l.,li,XHi::Jf ',T:
air. The intellectuals seemed to s€nse the 'dangers' inherent in their
ideas. Yet they felt compelled to carry on, on to whatever ends free
expression might lead them.

For their protection, ruling minorlties always stelf their police forces
with men whose minds only work one way. The A.V.O. men knew
only one aEswer. Machine-guns fired. The Hungarian Revolution had
begun.

In the society they were glimpsing throus,h the dust and smoke ofr th'e
battle in the streets, there would be no Prime Minister, no government
of professional politicians, and no ofrcials or bosses ordering them about.
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