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IN TRODUCT!CN
Alexandra Kollontai-ts text THE WORI(ERS OPPOSITION was wri-tten in

Russianr during the earl-y:'eeks of 1921, It was firSt published in Bni.tai-:r
in Sy1-via Pa.nkhurstts tllorkers_ Dreadqgugh.Lrx and reprinted in Chj.cago later
thatyear,Thetext-ffiendocuments9ofBo1shev1sm.
is an attempt to give a theoretical f orrnulation to the rTheses on the Tr.ad.e
Union Questionr submitted by the ir,Iorkers Opposition for discussion at the
loth Congress (lvlarch 1921) of the Conmunj.st Party of the Soviet Unj.on.**

, rSolidariJy.r republished Kollontairs document in 1961. The pubti-
cat1onaroffiid.erab1einterest(asjudged.bysa1es)but1itt].ecom*:
ment at the time. Transl-ations appeared. in Italian and French.*** FoLlow..
ing recent events in Czechoslovakj-a there has been a sudden renewal of
interestr among revolutionarj-es, as to the class nature of the Russian
State. This - and a steady stream of requests for our 1961 text - made a
reprint inperative. I{ence this second tSoli{afitft edj.tion.

Kollontairs orj-ginaI pamphLet had for long been difficult to obtain,
al-though j.ts existence was und.oubtedly known to quite a number of people
in'the revclutionary movement, Even after Khruschevrs revelatj-ons at the
2oth Congress and the Hungari-an events of 1956, none of the tendencies
clairuLng allegiance to socj-a1j-st thumanismr or to tIj-bertariant marxism
had. grasped the significance of thj-s text - or. had sensed. the contri.bution ,

it eoul.d make to the great discussion then taking place as to rwhat went
WrOngr .

or perhaps these tend.enci-es had. perceived it only too well
Kollontai wrote 3 years !_gEqq" Lenin died. Her document is a fundamental
critique of the aevetopiffiTilieaucracy in Russia. It is a critique of a
far more penetrating kind than those of the varioua tend-encies which, for
one reason or another, were - after Lenints death - to oppose the tStalinistt
usurpation of the Russj-an Revo-fiffin. It contains fundamental ideas, for
too long glossed over, as to the nature of workersr por,^,ier and of sooiallsm.
It stresses the essenti-al ingredient of worhlng_c]-ass p.ower at the p_oin_t o-f
productio,n before anyone can even talk or a funda#;TeT@s
nature of a society. ft describes a phase of the struggle betr^reen the nas-
cent bureaucracy and those advocating worker.sf managenrent of production:
the phase that was fought out within the ranks of +"he Party itself" (Those
ad.vocatin$ similar id.eas outsj-G-TEE rai:ks of the Pariy naa l-ong since been
siLenc6cl" ) Finally it warns wlth agonised and near prtphetic insight, of
the internal dangers confronting the Revolution.

*r(
April 22 - August 19, 1921.
fhe'fheses themselves had been published in Pravda on Januaty 25, 1921.

***
See I Soci-alisme ou Barbarier, Itro. 35 (January-lt'larch 1964).
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wJ r'!c not alce(ti.ri: * e-LtheJ. .;-ri lirir, i-::lro<lucticn or in lhe footnotesthat follow Kollontairs text - to depict thJ ;;;il;i;"r n"""rolins in sovietRussia bett^reen '191? and' 1921" A number of excerlent stu&ies (ca*, Deuts-cher, etc") have been ,i:ub1i-sheci. on the subjec-b and KoLtontai herself bringsa number of interesting new facts to lightl Nor do we attempt to write ahistorv of the hlorkers oppositlon, The"mater.;;i ;;"";r;;"" study is avaj_1_able in Danielsr excelr-e"l 'cgr1g",q*"rrce of tL"-&g:.g_1g!Lo,Lr," * our task .i-sa d'ifferent one.'[,"/e wish tolrffiE-*[ffiiie;mm;;f]evorutionary

socj'alists a basic d.ocument, stil-l insuf ficiently known in this country.And in the footnotes we seek to explore the role of Borshevik i-deology and.. 'practlce in the degeneration of th; Ru;si.r, nurrorution" Inlithout at leasta superficj'ar knowledge of these facts any anaLysis of rwhat happened after191?t uust of necessi.ty be incomplete.** 
r

The degenc'ratio:r of the Russian Revolutj.on is usually attributedto such 'unavoidable? and rexternalI facto:.s as Russian backwardness, the ..failure of the Revolution to spread to the j-ndustrially advanced countriesof }^Iestern Europe, the overwhelming preponaerance of thc pcasantry and theterrible legacy of clevastation reft iy it." i*p*ria]-ist lfarr by the cj-viIwar and by the wars of rntervention, such factors r""u ,rrrioubtedly import-aot in g'iving the dcgeneratj-on of the Russlan Revcruti-on its specifj-cfeatures" But they do rrot fully expla:i" tire fundamental nature of theprocess' I{oreover these texplanations' do nothing to assist-l;"-;";;iop- ,ment of the ki-nd' of mass sociali.st consciousness which arone can ensurethat the process is not repeated., e uart en'ure

t^T:T.","11.,::ll:I*::,qll th3vr 
,,,rhy this rs so. rf the deseneration.

Il."::;"*#+-.:^ j:i.1"?i::ble , 
, 
and , ""i"i""i;-rIItIi=, ",,u 

"Ii ;;f-ffi;il::
,t:":::*"t*IF"^:"1:+f dependenl :l th";;-,.*"*""iJ" "i;;;";:-"i",llX"i:Iffi:
i;:*: :::, 1:I:1 :IF"" ; *.,"ir"uiri ty-" i"';;;";;;";;;i'" ;'" ;: . i"ffi:;":ii
l*"1:::r:lt:li,{-l?""i:ni ^nced ";;;;;; ;;";;; il;;';;;-;"1 "l;J illil"i"'j,
i;"X]:": :,1.f1:, ::i*r:::, ::.i:y:: i 'u"*ai"*- in.- """*I""i';J;;' 
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,1iryi*":f :::,,9"::r^i..:::l:l"tl:: oi ""i"""r-""""";;;;-. ":-; ,Ijr"inli.r,

*i

R.V. Dar:.ieIs , r

Press I 1960.
The Consci_ence of the Revolutiont , iiarvard. University

This role of Borshevik iaggJogi, has been analysed in more detair- incard'ants introd'uction to tht FE6ffi eclition of ,.qqE |,IORKERS opposrrroNr.cardanrs text is available in English as s"r1g".iffi .

#' rt?u,'-5a-"tE6;^ 
?r;;,, lil Russcll,

The practi-ce of Bolshevism cluring these crucial- year.s will be the:I!!""t ?-f offiffi-majoruorl, 'TrrE BotsHE-{liKS AlLp r^IoRjcnRss Co}trTROr :t91T :,!2!, , which we hope to rrr"ffi-- 
"text will- conta:in a lot oi ,ruw materj"al we have come across si-nce 1961 ,when lre produced. our fj-rst edition of ,t:r" ito"auru_ Olrpositionr" fn view ofthisadditiona1materia1wehesit,t.a*"u'iio,,i"io.

repubu-sh the footnotes as they originally appeared., or whether to omitthem altogether. tle chose to re_pubi_i-sh lher:r.



)"
general population" ff on the other hand the bui-J-ding of social-ism d.ependson mass socialist consciousneos, on mass initiative, 6r, *u."S participailo,
?{ Forking crass at all r"..uru-offi";;*ic and. politItal Life, then allideologies that tend to substitute the action of a self.-appointed. ellte forthe actions of the masses (who,as Lenin statea;;";"-;;iy Aevelop a tradeunion consciousness r ) need to be exposed from mOW

It is our contention that the ideology of Bolshevi-sm - with i'ts remphasis (from as early as the spring of 1g$7' ";-,;;;:rir'**rrrgenientr ofindustry and on the tpoli-ticar iuprlmu."y or the partyr - played a verysigniflcant role in the process of bureaucratic de65eneration. Thie is notto d'enigrate the heroisrn ancl self-sacrifice or man] """iy-ioi"ir-rii":" ;;-spj'nozats words rthe task is neither to laugh nor to weep, but to urrcler-,stand''" And what has to be understood is that the ideau-it*t went into thebuilcting of the Bolshevik party col"responrled to a giv"" 
"d;; ;;-;";i.i;,class consciousnesLs. They marted, in -fact, 

a hijn'tio" # tirrt conscious-11€ssa ra'rge sections of the Russian proleiarj-at id.entified themselveswith"the Party they hacl created" Having through superhuman exertions an6sacrifices brought ihat Party to power, the class retreated from the his-torical stage, ceiegati-ng -to f itsi lariy the great tastc of lui1di"Attil"-:-nev'r soci-ety' This retreat from active and creative rsork was partly Lmposedupon tite class.br. fagtors beyon<j- its control, r[.-*""-*rra trr" faraine haddispersed and decimated its Lasic cadres. sut il; ;;;";;; ;;; ;I;";";;;_raged, and at trmes even enforced., by the practice ;;-;;;-g;i.i.Iii;:"'""rorrontaioriiiisaipectofthep"";;;:-,,,iI"u...,,ot
however re;:lain si-]-ent-ai:out it. rf there:_i.to be a p*is*""uj-on of bothrevolutj-orra.r$ theory ancl revolutionary pr""ir"", we must go beyond. the .particular leve1 of consciousness p""i*i.n:-ng to the periol r"ii";i"r"Iuu-cribed. The unpalatatrle facts (concernirr.g ilr" ideas 4nd,practi-ces we areseeklng to transcend) must be made widely known and. must be thoroughlyd.iscussed throughout the movement 

"

i{ollontaits critiolie of the developing bureauoracy suffers fromtwo main shorteomings" These are interesting in that they both reflectthe fact that deuystifJ-cation - in relatj-on io tsoLshevik lractice - hadnot gone beyond a certain point for those industrial;:dlitants who formedthe backbone of the Uorlior" Oplosition -- ':-:-

The first criticism that could be macle of I(ol-l-ontairs text is that
l:-l: ""::il1?11v an appeal to the partv leaders - and in parricular tol,enl-n' IlJyitcht Kollontai- wrj-tes f wil1 ponder, he will tiint j-t over,he trlll li'sten to us. And then he will decide to turn the party ruddertowardg the opposition. rlyitch will be w:ith us yet.r onry ai"ti*"u-io"uKollonial seem to appeal to the party rank and file (and. to the broad.masses of the workin[ class outside the party) *Iilr;-;i_;'to ruobilisingthem agalnst the Bolshevik leadership. she stil-l- seeils to ,accept, althoughwith obvious reruetance, the profounily perni.cious rloctrine of the primacyof the Party. Adherence to this doctriru ,r"r to lead other proiulnentsupporters of the l'dorkers opposi tion j-nto actions at variance with some oftheir ttost d'eepIy held beliefs. For instance ii *"u to-i";a many of theminto denouncing the Kronstadt uprisi-ng;.
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Ilornr.cou]-d this possibly arise? The answer isntt rea11y hard to
find. As nany who haqe brolcen with Stalinis& or Trotskyism i.rill know
frgm their own experiencei the rejection of a given system of ideas does
not -unfortunatei)r-proceed a.t an erren tempo in relation to all its manj-fo}d
impl,ications. Tn the ab,senoe of c1ear1-y articulated- alternatives, the
process is usually difficult in the extreme. It must have been particu-
larIy hard for those breaking rdth Bolshevism in 1921 and yet i-ntent on
remaining serious revolutj-onaries. This unevenness in the growth of
revolutionary conscicusness has proved. an easy target for latter-day
wiseacres of all kinds. For lnstance B:.ian pearce, the cynical ex-
historian of the Socj-a1ist Labour league ,, eo.yt write: ,The i,Iorkers Oppo-
sitionists would harre had. a ver)r qul,zz:- cal smj-ie fo:. those who today claim
that a good communist in 1921 should have been bcth for them and for the
Kronstadtersr, * Pearce cl-aiins that rKronstadt and the l{orkerF"dpposition
represented mutuai-Iy antagonisti.c programmes r

Other frotskyists have macie the same kind of point. Thus tsocialist
Curcentr - in their revierv of our 1951 euition of this pamphlet - 

-i*p"][J-
TEIE:tfere is something illogical j-n non-Bolsheviks feeling a sense of
affini-ty with the iiorhers Opposition. rKollcntai I they point out rargued.
as a lead.ing participant in the Bol-sherril< Party (whereas) Solidarity
argue as vehement opponents of the whole concept of Bol-sheiisE-rlFf:heaf
1i,fe however is more co&pIex than that. The tr=aged.y of Kronstadt for
instance was precisely that tgood communistst were to be found a$ong both
the cOntending forces" lile prefe:' Danj-e?sr *** assessruent of the OverajF
situation j-n 1921; rThc Opposition r,;ithin the par.i}. and the Kronstadt
revolt were manifestations of the same kind of rlissatisfaction: both
attacked" the Corurunist leadersh:-p Tor'ffif5iing the spi-rit of the Revolu-
ti-oa, for sacrificing democraiic and egali-tari-an iCeals on the altar of
expediency and for i-nclinir:g to bureaucratic concern with power for its
own saker. rIn thej-r programne, though not in thej-r armed defi-ance, the
Kronstadters were closely akin to the ultra-I.eft opposition wj-thj-n the
Partyr.

see t1921 and. A11 Thatr in Labour_Bg"lsg, vor-" ), IrIo. J (october-Novemffi

tThe Basic Reas-o4s ior the Degeneration of the 0ciober Revolution -..+.-_.---"-

a_ rptArto'lhc:_jgli[qrilU-_g1gph&l:"-!39- xg*:.erg__0 n and-
a *egenae afBo1.s[ev-!gg, i-- a- ee,
vol-"7, I'Io.7). These Idefenders of Bolsirevi-smc are no-,r acti-ve in
the tlibertarian' social-ist movement" One step forward?

,(*r.
Loc " cit. , pp. i4Lr - 145 

"
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The othcr cri-ticlsm one could make of Kollontairs text is its

implied identification of the working class with the unions and of workersr
maJlagement of production with management of "crod.uction by the unions,
By 1921 the Russian unions were already sirongly uncler Party control and
therefore; for dual reasons, already in a fairly advanced stage of bureau-
cratisation. As we shall show in detail in our forthcoming paniphlet,
Bolshevj-k policy ln the first year or so after the revolution was to
remove all questions of industrial management from the hands of autono-
mous workersr committees and vest them i-n the hancls of the unions or
other reconomicr organisations. At a later stage (from about 1919 on)
they trere to shed even the pretence of union control and sought firmly to
place all matters of industrial policy directly i.n the hands of the Party.
lrlhether l(ollontai ancl the llorkers Opposltion rlalised it or not, their
protest was rea11y against this second phase of Bolshevik policy. But ln
the process of articulating their protest they hit on a number of pro-.
found.ly relevant truths,

These truths are stil1 relevant tod.ay. They have moreover ceased.
to be abstractiops. Both East and V,lest, the worlclng olass has -,luringthe last flfty years - gone through a tremendous experience: the expe-
rience of tits ownr leaderships, in fact of all tlcad-ershipsr cl-ainr:ing
to act on i-ts behalf, And deep down it J-s beginning to draw the lessons :

of a lrhole historical epoch. These are thai its emancipation will only
be achieved and uaintained- through i-ts own sust:ui.ned. efforts.

Over a hundred years ago l.{arx and Engels wro'Le that t the e;itanci-
pation of the workirrg class is the task of the worirlirg class itself t and
that the proletarian movement raias the I self-colnscji.-o_us,, iqd.ependeqt_ nove-
mentoftheimmensemajority,.rnr92rffi-ffi1oilE5'andthe
!'rorkers Opposition perceived some aspec.ts of this essentj.al truth through
ihe terrible experience of the bureaucratic counter-revolution. Today,
after the open ad.missj-ons of the 2Oth and 22nd Congresses of the CPSU,
after what the whole world vritnessed in Hungary and Czechoslovakiar md
after the innumerab'] e and as yet undocumentecl horrors of the Stalin epoch(and of the peri-od irnrnediately preceding it), it is the task of, revoli-
tionaries to take a dispassionate look at reality, to draw all the lessons
and fearlessly to proclaim them

RE FERENCES (i-n f ootnotes )

Lenints Selected !.Iorks refer to
English eaition@d:ffiif FJ-nebers.
refer to the stand.az:d JO volume Russian
1937 by the llarx-Enge1s-Leni-n Institute

References to statements rnacle at^^..offj.ci.al- protocols issued between 1923
Institute "

Corrgresses relate to tlr.e

the 12 volume Lawrence and lr,lishart
Lenints Works. (or Sochinenya)

edition pF6i&il6ea between fgi8 and
in irloscow.

Party
and 193 b]. the 1'larx-Engels-Lenin

,1. * ,k*
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, n*t..::":u: lo e-arIy T,rad.e union cgngresses, rer-ate to the officialreports pubJ-ished in Moscow by the CentEal-TraaEUnion press between
1919 (second congress) and 1gz? (seventh congress),

V.K.P. (b) refers to the two interesting volumes pub];ished by theParty 6Ffffi-fr-o'scow in 1931 and. 1932. These are lnrown, for shortr,asrThe All-Union Commun:-st Party of Bolsheviks in Resolutions ancl Decisionsofrits.congresses, conference! and pi;;;r; or tuu central committeer.Isvestia Ts. K. refers to rCentral Committee Newsr, a party rorganiza-
ffi,pub1i-shed.inl4oscowbettreeni!2oarrci.1g29-.

The page numbering in the I footnoter sectj-on may appear sornewhatbizarre in that it starts with p.45.," whereas the lasl page of Kollontairs:text j-s numbered p.48l This isnrt due to any desire u,-,ri"|titiously toshorten the pa-mphlet, but is due to the fact that f ollowin! our fj.rited'ition thc stencits of l(ollontaits text propei- had to be re-typed, whez.easthe tfootnoteI stencils didnrt,

The;main sectional titles appear in Kollonta-its orig-inal text,The subtitles are our olln. In this second ed:-tion we have also broken
doram a number of thelparagraphs and sentences, some of which ru*ul";-iorrsas to make the origi-na1 version extreraely hard to read. A better trans-"1ationisurgent1yneed"ed,ifon1ytodoKo11ontaijrtstice..;

September 1958,

OTHER ISOTIDARTTYt PAMPHiETS

I by paul Cardan.
ol:r variou.s kinds of bureaucracy. Bolshevik theory and
in relation to the nanagement of production, 1/_

.SP_-E9I&Ittrvl (rh"
Counter-revoLution) by Maurice Brinton. rhlorjcers

I.trorlierst self-rrranagenent? fhe story of the earl-y
An'ana3-ysLs of the formative years of ttre Russian

practice

State and

qontroJ-'l or
oppositions.
bnreaueracy, S/

rIlE IRRATTOIIAL .rN Por,rTrcs by iviaurice Bri.nton. Ilovr mod,ern
soci-ety conditions j-ts 's'laves
repression and authoritari-an
Eastern corrtexts. Z/*

to accept their slavery. gexual
cond.itioning - in both lrlesternrand.

(Postage extra)
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1.

WORKERS OPPOSITIO\I

INDIVIDUAL ON COLLECTIVE 1\TANAGEl\{ENT ?

Before inalcir:g clearr lhat the cause is of the e'vgr-v:"id"enlng
brealc betv;een the I riorlcers I 0pposition t a,.red the off iciaJ- point
of viev; held b;r our directlng centres, it is necessarjz to call
attention to tv;o f acts:

:

(1) The i,iorkersl Opposition sirra-ng from the depths of the
industrial lrroletariat of Sovlet Russla. It 1s a"n outgrov;th not
only of the u-nbearable cond.itions of life and labour in r;hich
seve+ million ind.ustrl:'Ll v;orkers flnd thenselves, but it is also
a prciduct of vacillation, incor:slstencies, el,nd outright devla-
tions of ou-r Sovlet policlr froin the earl}r expressed class-con-
sistent principles of the Coilinunlst programine,

(Z) tne Oppositlon dld not ori"<i-nate il: soine particular
centre, r.il.s t:ot a fruit of oersonal strlfe and controversyr but,
on the contrar;r, corers the v.hole extent of Soviet Russia aJld
meets v;ith a resonant response.

- 4t ,uresent, there lcrevails FLn opiirior: thet the v;hole root
oI-+t'ie controversy arising betv;een the 'i,rlorkers t Op,oosition a"nd.

the nuilerous cr,rrre.nts noticeable a"rnong the lead.ers collsists ex-'
clu.siveiy in diff erence of o.irinions regi;rding the probleils that
confront the frade Unions. Thls, hov,,eYer, is not true. The
break goes dee-oer. Representatives of the Opposition are not
allaays- abl-e clearly to express arnd o.ef ine it, blt Lls soon as soine
vltal- cluestion of the reconstru-ction of our Republic is touched.
upon, controvers ies a.rise concernlng a v;ho1e series of card.lnaJ-
econoillc andr political cluestions

THE I]OOTS OF THE
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For the first time, the tl;o d.ifferent "ooints of viev; ( as
exllressed b3r the leader"s of our party anil the represer:tt',tives
of our clail$-+or.garlsed v,'orkers), found,-'uheir: refle"ction at the
Ninttr CongrdS.s..-of our ?agty (1) 'l,he:r tha;b b'od.y I. as iiiscussing i
the cluestion: t,Co}1ective.versLr-s p'erso'iral ia'arageroe.r:t in ind-i*st-l
yarir t .' i , ::*cJ'

At that ttr,ie,. there v"as ilo. ollpositlon froio..any v,ell--forined.
group ,",but 1t trs lr*qy' .signif i cant'' tnt* col-lective, inanr.get4.ent v;as
f arroured by.iafL the Igjlresentati''res of the Traide:Ui:ion.s-i , v;h11e ;

oplrosed to- 1t v, erb ::Ll-l:'the 1e ad.e::s of ou-r Part;,. r -lv;ho. &ro ' accug-ni
toined to appraise a.l-l events froin the institutional airgle. They
require a good. d-eaf of shrev.d.ness aLnfi sk1ll- to oiacate the soci-
aIlp. heterogeneou-s ahd th.e soineti..,es,ooliticall;r hostile aspira-
tions of 'r,he dlff erent social groups of the i:opulation as expres-
sed by. p.roletarians, ,.tett;r ov;ners , peas antry, Md bourgeoisie in
the person' of' specialists, an;d .pse'ud.o-spegiaJ-ists, pf al-t tci.r1As ,

and dcg::ees

,1,hy v. as i-b ihat only the Unions stubbornly def e nd.ed the
lrj.nciple of eoll-ective ioBJtB.gerile.ot, e\ren v;1thor',-t being able to
add"'uce scientrf:-e argutcnts in fevou-r of it? And v:hy'v;as it that
the speciallsts t sup-oorters at the sErLrte tiuie def ende d the I one
man ria.nagei,ient r? (Z) Ihe reasoi'l is tl:at in this controyersy,
tliough both sid.es e;:-ohatica111. denj.ed tha:.i ihe:"e v,as a cluestion
of principle in'volved , tI.o hlsto::ica]lJ. ir::eeo.ncil able ,ooints of
viev, had cl-a"shed., The Ionc ..ra,n inana.genient Y is it proC,.u-ct of the
i-nclivld.ual-ist conceotior: of l,he bourgeois cJass. The rone man
illd,fl8geriie-nt I 1q in .orinciple an u-nrestrictect-,, isolatcd., f ree v;ilI
of one inaJi , d is coane cted- f roil the collective .

Thls ifLea find.s its yeflection in afI s.l..heres of hu;,:an en-
cieavour - beginnlng v,ith the appoii:rtrent of a so\relreign for the
State, and ending; v.rth a so'verelgn director of the f actory.
This is the su-preile v.1.sdoia of bourgeois thought. Ti:e bourgeoi-
sie.d.o not belieye ir: the por:;er of a collectirre bod.y. They like
to v;hip the irasses i-nto s.,n obed.r-ent flock, a,nd. d:'ive theia v;here-
eyer the ir u-rlre stri ct ed. v; ill d e s ir.e s .

The r;;oriring class e,.r:d its spol<esinen, on the contrary,
realise"that the aev.' Coinl:urnj.st aslrirations can be obtalned. only
through tlr.e col-lective efforts of the v.orl<ers theinselves, The
nore the inasses are dcrreloiteci 1i-r the expression of thei:: col l-ec-,.tlre v.ill and coririrron thought, the i1-ri-cker a.nd more coinplete v;ill
be the realisation of 'r.oricing class a.slriratio.tts, for it. i,;ill
create & fiov; , hoi-,rogeneous, ui:if ieCl; pe::fectly-a,rra,.nged. Conrmu"nist
ind,ustry. Oglf !Io_qe, _t_I19_*1lg_-d-fryq-!
i.r:trodLuce into it arrii:itat inA lnriovations ,

Re jectlon of a princlple the p-rlncipl e of collectlue
iaanagement in the control of indr:sti';r - v;as a tactical compro-
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mise on behaJ-f of our ?art;r, a-t1 act of ada.ptatlon; it v;as, nore-
.oyer, &tr act of d.eviation fror:r that elass .Dolicy v;11"h v;e so
zea16us1y cultivated. ancr .defended durlng that flrst pha.se of the

l'trhy d.1d. thls happen? Hou did it happen that our Party,
r,rature.d. ar:ci teinpered. in the struggle of the revolution, vlas PevL
inltted t.o be carried. av;ay from the direct road., in ord.er to iOur-
nqy. along the round.about path of adal:tation, formerly cond"ei'nned'.
severely and bra-nd.ed. as lop.oortunisml?

The arsv;er to thls cluestio.n v:e sha^11 give 7ater. ileanv;hile
v;e sha]l turn to the questlon: hov; d1d the l/orkerst Opposi,tion
foria and C.evelop?

2. GROWTH OF THE WORKERS OPPOSITION

The llir:th Congress of ihe Russian 'Cormulist Party v;as held.
1n the sprir:g of 1920. Durlng the suinr:l€r, the 0ppositioii d.1d. not
assert ltself. i{othing v;as heard. about it d.uring the storiny d.e-
bates that took place at the Seconcl Congress of the Comnunist
Internat lor:al-. But d eep at the bottoiir , there v: as t aklng -ol ace aJ1

accui,rul-ation of experience, of . crltlcai thoqht. The f irst ex-
pression of this process,, i-nco,r-olete l"t the tirne, v.'as at the
Iarty Conference 1n Septeinber, 1920 (5). For a time, the thought
preoccupied. ltself largely v,ith rejections and criticisins. The
Opposition had. r:o'r-ell-formulatecl prcposals of its ov;n. tsut it
v;eis obvlous that the Party v;as er:i;ering ir:to a rev.' ,ohase of its
life. ;]ithin its ranks, Ilov;ert el-ei:ients deiland freedoni of crlti-
eisin, 1oud.ly proclaiiili:g that burea!-cracy stra-ngles then, leaves'..
no freedoil for actlrrity or for iria.nifestation of initiative. t,

...-
the leaders of the Pa,rty u-nclerstood thls u-ndercurretit, Md

Co,irad.e ;;llnoviev inade nlury vbrbal pronises as to freed.oin of cyi-
ticism, v.iclcnln5 of the scope of self-activity for the ijrLtsses,
persecutlon of leaders il.pviating fro.n the princlples of d.ei::rocracy,
etc. A greet d.er:1 v.as srio- &nd v;ell said.; but fi'orr l;orcis to d.eed.s
thez'e is a consic-,erabl-e d.ist&nce. Tl:e Septenber confererce, to-
gether rr"iti: Zinovievts inuch-prornisin6 speech, has changed- n6tiiing
either in the Party itse-l-f or in the liie of the masse;. The root
froin v;hlch the Oppositio:: sprouts. v,as no'r .d.estroyed.. Dov;n at the
bottoin, a grol:'th of inert iculate d isset'isf action , criticism aJtd.
1nd-ependence v;as tatrcing place

This i.rrart icul-el.be f erilent v. as noted even b). the Partj/ lead.ers
afid it quite u{rexpected"ly ger:eraied snarp cont16versies. rt is
sigi:if icant that in the ee::tr",1 ?::"rty bocries, sharp cor:tro'versles
arose'concerniiig the ltart thart .iust be pla}refl bJr the Trad.e Uni,ons.
Thls, hov;eyer, 1s only natural
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ht pres er:t, this sr:-b ject cf co-atroversy betv;een the Qppo3-
ltion ana the Party leaders, v;hile not being the only ofle, is
still the card.inal point of ou:. v.hoIe d.onestic policy.

1ong before the ,i,lorkers t Opi:osition had appeared v;1th 1ts
Theses and f oriired. that basis on ';,hich, in its opinion, the d.1c-
-batorship of the proletaria'r; must rest, iu the strhere of indus.
triaJ- reco-nstru.ctioil , the lee"ders 1n the Part;r fuafl shafply d-isa8-
reed in their appra,isal of the part that 1s to be pJ.ayed. by the
v;orking class or.ganlsations regarding the lartterrs partlcipation
in the reconstruction of inc1u-stries on a Cominu-r:ist basis. The
Central Coirmittee of the PairtJ s,ollt ir:to grou,os. Coi,rrad-e Lenln,
stood 1n opposltlon to Trotsky, vrhile BuJcha,rin took the mid.dle
ground. (+)

0n1;r at the Elghth Soviet Congress (S) and. ininedLlatel;r after
d.i&-lt becorue obvious that v"lthin the Party ltse1f there v;as a
lnlted. group kept together priiaaril;r b;r the Theses of prlnciples
concerning the Trad.e Unions, This Srou-.D, the Opposiblon, having
no great theoretlcia.Lrs, Md in s.oite of a itost resolute reslst-
anee frore the nost popuJ-:'"ur lezrd.ers of the ?arty, v"as grov.ing
strong arid. spreading all over labouring Russia, i,ias it So only
1n Pe{rograd--,ahfir l,Ioacov.i? lrTot at all. Even from the Donetz bas-I
iE, the UraL mou:it:r,ins, Siberiar, arnd a nu,lber of other lndustri-
al centres came reports to the Central Coi:rinlttee thart there also
the ltrorkersl 0-pposition v;as forinlng eund. actlng.

It is true that not eYei:yr;"-1161's does tire Oppositicn flnd. it-
self in coilpl-ete accord. on all polnts v;ith the v;or.lcers of liioscov.'.
At'tirnes there is inucir ind.ef lniteness, pettine ss amd. absurdity in
the expreS:sions, d.einand.s :r^ncr inoti'ves of the Opposition. Even the
card.rnal- i:olnts inalr d,iffer. Yet there 1s ever;rv;here one ur:al-tera-
ble point and. this is the cguestion: Bp*S-4t1_Qg6ql-o-p_!he qfea-
ti're pov,;ers in the sohere of econoi,ric reco;rstruction?
e purely class orger-ns, d-irectl;r cortnected. by v ties l,ith the

lnd.LstrlLs - that I*, sha1l lnd.u.strii-J- u.nions und.ertake the vrork:
of reconstruction - or shal-.]- lt be left to the Sovlet nachine'
v;hlch 1s separated. fro;n direct vita] inil-ustrial actlvlt;r a"nd. is
mixed in 1ts coinj.losltlon? Thls 1s the root of the break. The
),lorkerst Opposition d.efend"s the first principle, v;hlle the 1ead.-
ers of the Party, v;ha,tever thelr d.ifferences on various second.-
ary nratters, .Ire in conplete accord. on the cardina^l point, an&
d.ef end the se cond. prlnciple .

i,rhat d.oes this mean? Thls mea,ns that our Party lives through
1ts flrst serious crisis of the revolutionary perlod, and- that the
Oppositlon 1s not to be d.riven a,v;ay'by sueh a eheap nsurne as tsyn-
d.ical1sinI,.but that all comrad.es must consid-er thls 1n al-l seri-
ousness,'"!irl:o is right, the lead.ers or the v;orklng iiasses end.ow-
ed. liith, aihealthy class lnstinct?
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The flrst niein baslc cor-'-se is the r:.rfortui:a,te cnvironmcnt inuhlch our PartJ, iaust v.ork ..r.nd. act. The Ruqsia-n Coiaiaunist party
must bu1ld- Con:nu,risra a"nCr carrJr into _'t_ife its prograniro:

( a) ir: the erivironltent of ccnplete clestractior ar.ncl brealcd.ov,,nof the econonic struct.ure;
( b ) in the f acc of A ;:-.rever d.illinlshirg a'md rr-rthless pressureof thc rini:eriarist startes rind. r.hiie cuarasf-
( c) to t!. v;orking cl-ass of Ru-ssia hars fall-er: the lot ofrealising Coitti.tunis.r, creati.ng nev. Coia,;1rr:ist fori::s oieconolry ir e.n e eonornic:'ul-Iy baclt-l,aurd" c6urtr; v,ith * pr.poriaerlntpeasant poi;u-lrition, 

^v;herc tl? necess€Lr; cconol:i" prirutlrl:-.ii"* -

for sociaJ-isatlon of produ-ctlon and. o.iltrilutlon. ire f ic:ciltg,-*avheSe cq,i:1tal-isn has riot qq ;:et bcen abre i" "iiii,i""i" the fullcycle of its developi::ent (trbar tire r*niioit"a strirgs.ie ,i-.o,iiiti_tion of the f lrst_sta6e oi capltarisli-io its hiefEEi form: theregulation of productioi: bJ,. ca".oltaJ-ist r:_nions - the tru_s,6.,. i
'It 1s qr-rlte na'6r.ra1 thal all these fe.ctors ,rind.er the .r:eeJi-sation of or-,.r progrBj;rr.ie (::artieu-larly 1r:1ts esse.ntia.r,i pi,"t-:';;the reconstru-ction of ind.irstr:ies o.i.r ih" n"l. rr"sisJ ile il;;"; i"toour Soviet econoi:ric pollclr dilerse influellqQs ;;a'a--iacr of u,ri_fornity. -- : -=:- * - r

Out of this bausic car-lsc fo1lov, the tv..o others. tr,1rst of all ,lhe econoitie ba.clcv;arrhless of RLlssia :u-nd the d.omj.nation of the
f :*i.i;flIl: rjit:_il i!" lg'-g.oi-"s crea.te thr.t-di;;;;ii,,, ._na iL_revi_tablv deiiact the prr"ii";i poli-c;r of or,""i}i;';;;;'tfi"'Ti"lr1:cut clasq directiqtr, conslstin_t ii Bi:-nciBtu oho theor:,r.

Atiy partSr- standLing at the hcad. of a heterogcneous Sorrlet
P!*1" is. coinpelled to corsldel thJ aspirations 5r ir"risents v..i6rtheir pettl'-bgyrgeois inclir:ations 

"iE-r"*"-ntilents tov,'irrd-s Coin-i,lunlsi:r, as v,'ell- as lend nj:r e::.r 'bo ,r;l:e xrlccrou-s _oetty-bor1rgeoisel-e,rents, reinnants of i;he f or;:rer .rrritii-in,r. 1ir Rr_ubia e_nd. to alllclnd.s of trad"ers., iaidd.re:ren, petty-6fficiats etc. it "s" 51,rre yeryrapld1y ad.aupted -i;he,iise 1'/e s to* the" soviei-1u"tii;ii-o"s a.nd. occu*oyresponslble positlons 1n i,hg ccntre s, *lipuarinl; ir1 irru ea.pacltyof agents of dlf f crent commisse.riats 'ei[. ]tro uon,l.er that 7-a.ttpa,,the People t s coi;ri,iissar of sup:riies , 
-eLt -irre 

nlghth congress cluoted
li-guges v;hich shoued. that in-tne s6rrrice of the Coinraissarlat ofSupplies there v;ere.eL:gaged l7/, oi *or;.""* , LZf, of peasants, l-essthan za/, of sLrecialists, aJrd. that oi irrr remaining, more than boi,,,v;ere" ttradesnen, saresi,ren, Md sirailnr people , in the majorltye'\ren illiterate_t (zarupars ov;n v",ord.s). rn zarapars opinion thlsis a proof of thelr d.emocratic constiiution, even though theSr havenothlng in common v;1th the clas= Jroi"farieuns, v;ith the pro&ucersof aJ.l v;ea1th, v;lth the v:orl:ers iL factor;. and. nill_
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fhese are the el e,leiits. - . thc .oe tti,-bourgeois elerents v;lde1yscatter'e Ci through the Sovlet irstilr-',-tions, tf,e elenents of the ,u
i:rlri-d1e class , v"1th the ir hostiJ,lty tov;ard.6 Comi,iu-nisrr, 

-*e.-r. iti,thelr pred-ilections tov;ards the iliautai:i;-";t;;;-If 'tir. o""i .v,1th resentlrcnts and f eaz"s tol-a::ds ::e",iolutiona::;r ,.1*. T,i;; "' ur"the ele;rents that brin6 d.eca3r lIto our Sovlet institriiions,"frr.-a-irg there an atino sptrere _qll?-.LgLqg{_"L*r_gg{lil_t-*Lq*U.e_-rlip_rLi_ge.*?ss.They are t'i,,o diffeient ,,"?iFroF-and rffs*ffia;f -L-ffiil--An[ Jad.T*'vrfi-'Soviet Russ ia ars coinpel I eii to persuacie both oursel-,ires and thev.o::Jcing clasr !!r! tE" pettli-fqprgroisie e-r,nd mid.dl-e cl_asses fnot!p speajr of vrell-tq-9q ]reasl",rt" ) E""-{n"1te comfortably e:cist r:-nderthe co;rinon lottor . ]At} |ov er to the sdviets r , ror6eiiur of thef act tlrat in i:ractical e,rerydaj, l_if e , 
--bhe 

lnterests of the v;orkersa;rd' those of the :,:1dd.l-e classes and iScasantry' inbued. v.ith petty-bor-rrgeols lr.qlrchoJ-ogJr iust inevit"irir; cl-asir, ?enaing the So,vietpo1ic3' asu,ncier, and.- def ori,rirg lts ci"ar-c..,--u class st"t"t;;:-" "

, . Besidc peasar:t-ov;ne-,:s 
-i -n the vir-1,:.r.ges a-nd burgher e le,rents in

l1: "11,."?., ol.r.r -part; ir: 1ts So.viet St;;e 1..,o1iey 1s f ;r;;;-";; ";";:
Iton v i'uh the iirfluer:ce exerted.- b3r fhs r"pr6su.,rtati-ves of v;ealthybourgeolsie iro!; apr,.,earing 7n the" for,, ,f- speei-alists; tuchnlcians,engineers aird for",aer" uanlge rs of r:-nanciai-ild*i,iiuliri"r affairs,v;ho bJ, al-1 thel:: 1:a9t. exp5rience are lor.nO t" tfr"" J]pit*f i*t sys_.tei:r of -orod'trction. (o) tn";, ca,rtnot eren liiag:.Jie arlr other inocie of
15o!t-tc!io'.,, ,:ot 'che one v.hibh lies 5Lthi4 the trac1itlonat bound.soL q4ptt aJ- ist e coiro;.:ic s - --L*:--:i-.i:

GROWING INFLUENCE OF TI{E SPECIALISTS4.

The ilore Sovlet Russia f lnd.s ltself in need of s1:eci al-1sts 1nthe sphere of !_echniqu-e and- nanair"n,"rt-of 1t::oduc-bio-11,, the strongerbeco,.ies the infh:-ei:ce* of these eferei:ts, foreign to the v.ork1:ggi"*i, on the cievelopnei:t of ou-r ""oiio,iy. Haurng been throv;n as_ide du-rir:g the first pe::iod. of the revoiu-tion, a.nd beiirg corxpel-l-ed- to take u-p aj1 atti_tr-iae cf rr,.atchful v,altirg or soiretliaes evenoper hostllitr- tov, aras 
-iiie 

soviei 
""irro"i-ties , ,oarticu_J_ar1}r d.uringthe i,rost 'crr.,'i-lig.;io,ths (ir:e rristori;.rr",lairotage bJ. the lntelrect_

H*f,li"*n*?-:oEiar g"o..p 
";i ;;il|;-;i'c'lp:.tar.ist prodr-r.ction, ofp.,'vi-Le, nrred, v;e11-paid- servants of ealital , ,"i"ir. i,rore andilrore rrf-luence .ard. 1;:rlo::ta;lce i.., pol-iti."i-r.ith ;;;l#:day thatpasses.

Do i/;e neeo. nar_tes?
our foreign ;:nd, cio,restic

Euery fellov. v,orker, c:rrefrrll;r y;atrehing
*oo1icy, r-ecalls inore tha".ti one such fiErte.

^ ,As 1or:g ar,s il:e ceIt,:e of our rife re;nainecr at the ;illitarrrfronts, the influ-ence of these gentre,ren air""iing ;;; ffiiJTtiloar-cJr, partlcr"rlarly iI the s*ohere or lndustrlar 
"""ol*irrction, y,-&scoirp aratively negli6.ib1e. 

*
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Specialists, the rerina::,ts of the past, bJ' aJ-I their nature
closely, unalterably bound to the bou-rgeois systen that ,r.'e aiiii
to clestroy; grad.uall-y trs91, to penctrate into our Red Ari:ry, iB-
troducing there thelr atinosphere of the past (lfi.na subord,inat-
ion, servile obed.ience ,. distinctlon, ranks , and the a'Lrbitrary
v;iLl- of superiors ir: place of cl ass d.isclpline, etc. ). But
their influerce dld. nct extend. to the gei:era1 polltica1 activi-

The :prol.etarlat 01d" not cluestlori their superior skill to
d.lrect mllitary aff airs, fuJ-l;, realising through their healthy
class instlnct that 1-r ,n1l-1taly i-ratt"rs]th" o.cil.lng c1as. 

".* Lcla,ss cartnot express a ncv; v.o11ci, is pov crle ss to Introciuce sub-qtartlarl clranges into tlje nilitq,r;r s;vstcle - to re,'cor:stru-ct its
found.ation on o neri. class basis. -prilfcssional- inilltarlsn - an
lnheritaJrce of past aSes''- ;,iil-itaris.*l a.r:i" v.au--s v.il-l- hal"c. .nopiace in coiail:-n-ist society. The strugglc rr;11-i go on al-ong oth-ev chan.nels, v;il-l ta.ke qr-,-ite d.lffcrent forits i-"rcorcci'vahl-e to
?gT i:rragination. l,-iI1ta::is;-r lives through its rast days, throughth? trans.itofl, e-;och of d.ictatorship, a"6d. there fore it'is o1rly -
natu-ral that the uoricers, as a class, cor-rl-d. not iritrod.uce i.i:to ,the forms and. s;,'stc.:s a-nything r:er,, aria co.trdu.cive to the futlre
d.evelopilei:t of,society. Even-in the p'ed. Arr.ly, hov;e'ver, there
viere innovating touches of the v,orking cl-ass".' But thc'natu.re ofrili'rarisin reroalncd thc sa.ne, and" the-dlreetion or oiri-t;j;-"ri-
3irs b;r tle f,or,ler offlcers aind gcncrals of irrc ora r^r,,r;, e-ia not
d.ra;u. :thi_ Soirlet- pol1c;r in ieiLitail, :latters ar,.ar; to thc o;cpositc
sid.e sufficie-ntl;r for tl:e l,orjcers to feel_ ar,;. Lar,,r to theiselvesor to their class interests

In_the spho:..c of .natioi:al_ ecololrlJr it.is c_lu-ite d.ifferent hov;-ever. Prod,u-ction, 'its o:.'ganisatior: .- thls 1s tlie csse.rlce of Col-inuJris;n, To d.ebar the l.orke :'s f roi:r thc o16a.nis at ion of ind,ustry,to d.eprive the:n, that is, their irrdi'.rid"r:-al orga*'risatio.ns, of tir6
?pportuitltlr f,e develop their= pov.c;s tn cre a-biig iicv,' fori,rs of pro-
dr:ction in industr;' through thci:: ur:ior:s, to ilJ.ni' those express-
lo.t:r; of the cl-ass o::ga^nigatigr of the prcil-etariai, v.hile piaeing
ful-1 rcliearce on the Isllil-] t of specia_l_lsts tralncdr ard iau6.ht*
lq carry ox proCruction u_nder a. cluiie d.1rit,.cl:t sJrste;,: of produc_
linr: - is. to ir:.,np off the rairs cf sci-en'Erf j-c l.aixlst thci-ght.That i*, hov,erre::, ju-st thc thlns tha-b is being do_ne b), thc-tead-_.ers of or-rr Party at prcsei:t.

Ia,Jtj.!A into co.itsidera-i;ion thc r-',-ttc:r colfi:.1)se of ol.lr indus-tries v.'hilc st111 cI-1i:gir:g to the capital-ist.n6cr.e or proauciion
(Pa}-ieent f or 'l abour in-iaorle;., variatioos in v.ag'cs r""""i1reC. accor-cring to the r.ork ,d.one) our prlrt;, reac.e;s, in ,a"f j-t of distrust in
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the cre atiire abil-ities of ir,orlcers I collectives, are seelcing
salva'clcr: f:'o:.r the ii:CLi,str.ia;.1 chaos" j^lhere? In the hand.s
of s'cions of the bourgeois-cai:itallst past. In businessilerl
a"nd- techniel:ins , v,'hos e cy.ea.tive abil-itlcs 1n the sphere of
industry are sub ject to thc routine, hablts a-nd. nethod.s of
the capltalist s;-stein of prod.uction a.r:d. econoily. The;r are
the ores v.ho iniroduce the ridlculouslS; naive Lcj_lef itrat
it is ijosslb-l-e to brrng about coiai,iuiiis;n blr burc-aucratie'
tieans. .TEl" Id.ecree I v,here 1t is nov; Jlecessar; to cre ate
a"nd. carrir oi't -i:esea.rch.

The ;lore the .liiita.ry fro.n'b r.cccd,es bcfore 'r,he econo-
iaic front, the -lceer:cr beco.rles our cr;;iiig need , '6he 1:ore
pror-.or',-nccd. the i::.rf,luence cf that grol-lp v;hich is .r:ot orily in-
hcrentl;r foreigr: to Coi.l,,t,ft'tis,;r, but ahsolutely u-nab1e to d.ev-
eloi-r the rlght qi-ralities for introd.uciirg nev; forms of organ-
lslng the v,orlc, of nev. ilotives for increasing prod.uctio.n, of
+9Y d-19-trib11tjon. All thes e
tcch.r:ic xperience, v;ho
ji"ts! nov. apjrear or the surface of sovlet llfe brlng pressure
to bear upon the leaders of our party through ana r,,iiirln theSovlet ir:stitutions by exertlng their influence on econonicpolicy. - - '

5. STATT AND PARTY

The ?artJr, thcrcf ore , f ind s itse l-f in a d.iff icu-rt a^nd
e.rbaruassing sitr.ration regard.ing the control over thc soviet
state. f'u is forceii to lend o^tt eav and- to adapt 1tself tothree econoi,iicall;r hostlle groups of the population, eacLt
diffcrent ln sociai structure. The v.o::.lcers de;.ia,rd a clear-
gut, unconproinlsing .uo1r-cy, a rapid , forced acLvar:ce tov'ard.s
Cor.r;nu-nism; the peasantrlr, v;ith its pettlr-|eurgeois procl-iv1-
!i"p a^nd s/i.ipathies, d.einanfrs d.iffererit iclnds of tfreedomr 

,incruding freedo,a of trac,e ard non-interference in thclr
aff alrs. The lattc:: are joined 1n this delrand by the burg-her class in the f or:i of I agcnts t of sovlet orrlcials , cojn-iitissaries i.t': tlr" ari.ur , .ctc. , v.ho ha.ve arrcac,y r:,d apted 'thear-
sel-ves to the Soyiet r<lgi"re , ur.d sv,alr ou_r poilcy tov;ard petty-
bourgeois lir:es.

As fay as the centre is concen:ed, the influence ofthese pettlr-lsurgeois. elei,rents 1s negliglble. tsut in theprovir:ces and, 1n local- soviet actlvlty, their influence is a



10

great a-nd- harmful one. ::inaIlir, the::e 1s still ar:other groupof iaen, consistir:g cf the for;,r-ei ina.nagers a.-nii d.irectors or ttre
_capltaliet 1nd.r-r-strles. These ar:e irot the nelguates of capi.tal ,1llce !.iabu-shinsJqr or llubl-11:of f , ,,.ho.:t the :o viet Repujtllc go t
Iid of curing the f i::st phase of the r:volu-tion, fu,t they-ays
the most taJ-enteCL sel:v:-ril"s of the calritallst sjrsteil of 1:rorluc-tiott, the rbr:iins zud geniu.st of Capitar'_isi.:, its tru_e creat-
ors and sponsol:s.' -lcaz.tily ap_-.r'oving the cer:-l;ral1st te.ndren-
cies of the .;ov-1e t gove::i:"rent iir the sphere of econonies, v,'e11
::ea1:1sii:g a+l- the bei:efits of trr".stj-fic:r,'rion.r.id regi-,.I-ation of
irrod.uction ( thls, bJ, the ri"ity, i-s beisg carrieii. o.p bt car;litalir all adva-r'icecr. lndr-r-strial cou-ntries ) , -'r;he;, are strivilg forjust one thittg - the;,- rr.a;:t this regr-:l-ation to 'jre carried on.
lot thi:ough the labour oi-6.r.i: lsat ions ( ttre ind.r-'lstr-i arl r-utions ) ,lrut by theraselves ('. ) - actiirg nov r,r-nde:: the gr',,ise of Jo'rlet'
'€conom:ic irs'rituticns the cen-bra-l ird.ustrlal cor?;tj.ttees,
indt.strlal centres of the slrpre,,e cou.r: c j-l of irat ionaJ- iJconomy ,
l. here thelr are aJ::e ad.;; f irr::ly ::o ot ed . The inf luen ce of the se
gentlei;ien on the !sobert -tat.e ;to}1cy oi .opr leadeqq is great,
coJlsicr-ez"a.bIy 6reaier lirar: 'is 'desi:"ab1e. ?his infhie::ce is
reflectec'' tn the polrcy v.hich d.efe:rds anci. cultiv:i'ces bureau--
.cratisia (v.ith no atte:.:pts to charge it en';ir:el;r, but just to
i;uprove. it), The polic;r is' :.ar-ti6r,.f zir1y obvloi-s 1n ti:e
s;ohez:e of our forelgn'r;rad-e -u,ith the capitalist states, l.hichis ju-st iregln.:ri,rg to sp::in;, up: these ccin,,,erclaI relatioris
-Aqe car::lec' on oi,"e.,: 'rhe hec,cts of-TlielTss-ia.: as r,ffi-asme

%

Lo;5l+1:gJ6gllgeg"_v.p__r]rq-S.. i t f inds 1-bs expression, a.150- in
a rr.hole serles of :eeasu-res ,:estri,eiiig the seI-f-actirrii;J,-:of
the inasses a-ncl givllg the initiatj-ve to the scioiis of the.'
cap it al ist v, orl-d"

,liloiiS all- tirese va.rious EroLlirs of the porrula,.tion, ou-r
-,.'art3r, 'Dy tryirig to :ii::d. ;i r:ic:clle 6..^or-'iirC., is coLnpel-1eC.i to
steer a .co1l::se l'.hich cl.oes not jeopa"rdlse 'r;he uj:iity of the
tate irterests. _.he clezr,r-cut polic), of ou-r - a,rty, in the

process of icieniiff ing itself v,ri;h loviet Jtate 1.i:.istitutions,
ls being graciu-2',f,]1r tr:lrsf or;.reCi i.nio en u-pper-class polic;.,
l.hich i.n es'se.lice is nothi-li; else )u--b ar .:.,d.a11'6ation of our
frj-rectii:g cei:tres to tl:e hetel:ogei,leor-r-s arid- irreconeil:rble
ir':tei.ests of a $ocla,I-11' d.1ff ereLrt, iiri:led., popu-la.tion. !his
aciaptation leacls to i:revitab-l-e va,cil-l atio,u, flu-ctuations,
d^evlatio.ns arrd inistaj<es. It is oli]}i jlecessar.) 'rto recal-l- the
z.ig- zag-i ike ::oac of our 1-rolic;r f,oy a.rC- 'che .tleasam'l;ry, v,hich
f ::orit I bar:Jring on ti:e pooi' llea,s a$tt , 'bror-rghi :L1s io 1llaci-ng
reI-1a1nce on !the indrstrior:s peasali"-ot,.ner i . , et u:l a.d.i:lit
tha.t this polic;'is proof of the political- sobe::ress and.I ,,tat,ecrafi. v isd.oiu t of oi;-:: cl.i-recti-ng centres. .,,ut the fu-t-
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ure histo?:-anl artalysllg r.ithout bias the stages of our CLomln-ation, v.il-1 fino. and poi-nt out that i.n thls 1; evict_ent ta
d a-ngerous dlgress ion t f roil the class line tor ard I ad airt at ion r

and a course fuli of hnrliful 1:ossibilities oy resr-rlts.

-i et us again take tire c.uestion of foreign irac1e. Thereexists in ou-,: policy an abvior,-s ilupliclty. i:tris 1s attested.
by- the corst a.rtt, u-nendir:g f::i.ction-'l:etv;een the coi:riilissariat
of .-:orei6n iracie ancr the-coni,:issariat of li'orelgn Aff airs,
Thls. frictlon is not of ac':^-.i-r'iistra'uive r.:atL',-re irj-one. rts
cause l:.es d.eeper.. nd if the secret v,ork of the ciirecting
centres v,'ere erposec,-i;o the viev. of rar:k ard. file ele,lentsl
v.ho kno'r. s ,; hat the controve::sy oivldirg the f ominissariat of
i,'orelgn ;+ff airs a-nd the trad.e represen tatives abroad. inight
lead to;

This seeilingly actiiri"iristrative frictior: 1s essertlally aseriou-s, c1eep, social frictio;.r concealed. froin the ra.ni< alio
f ile r trd iaakes j-'r absol-u-'cely necesselry for: ;oviet politlcs
to adapt to.the thi.ee hete::o,,eneor1s so-cial groups oi the
polr-uJation (v,orlcers, peaSer-irts arcl- repi'esertat:-ves of the
foriler bourgeoisie). .'his colstiiu'res .arrother cause brin,q-
#e.?,-cilPls i_nto_olLr-r lartlr. -rncl- v,e eannffirloir -Eo this cause. ,t is too character.istlc, too pregna"nt
v,rth.oossibrlities. It is therefore the d.u.t;r'61 oui I'Lr"ty,
on behalf of Ia::ty r.uity e-nii fu-tu::e aciiirityl to ponder o,verthis cat-'r.sje a-ndr. to- learn the necessary lessoirs trori tl:e l. iiLe-spread disssLiisf actlofi gene::ated- by i'D 1n the ra,nk a-r:d- f ile.

6. ' THE MA SSES AR E NOT BLIND ' .

,:
: As lc.r,:g as the v orkir:g class, drr_::in.-q the f irst perloC, ofthe revol-r..tion, f elt 1iself to bt:-the only bearer of- Coil;ngr:-

}sm, ther-e Las perfect u-nani;,ii-'u;i in the 'Iarty. In the days
iir,riecLieLtely f oliov,ir:g ihe (.rctobei re'irolution, none cou-Id. e'ven
thinlc of ru-i:s I as so,iiething clifierent froii: I clor,,r.ts I r for in
those days the acivanceci ri;orriei:S v;'ei:e bus1l;r engaged'. in. reaJ--
islng point aftey point 1n ollr class-Cornnunist piogralii,te.
The peasant r"ho i:eceivecl the l-a.nd cl.id not at the tiiire assert
hiirself as a part of and. a ful-l--fl-ed.gecl. cjtizen of the Sovlet
Reirubllc. Intellectuals, specii.ul_ists, inen .of aff airs - the
er:tire petty-bour"geois cl-ass ai:d pseud-o-s1:eciaJists at jlres-
ent ci-i.,abi.ng up t.tre So'riet l-ad.d-er, rurg by rurig, u-1der the
guise of I spe cialists I , steppeii er.sid e , v. atching a^nd v;ait ing
buJ,aea.nv.hile giving freed.om to the ailrranced. l,orlcing masses
to develop their creative abi-l-ities.



r. . -:i.t present, hov,'eyei:, i'r; is just the oiher' \'ay. r"he
v;or.l--er f eets, sees, and ::ealises at eTerJr step thc-t s*oec-
lalists and ( v;hat is v.or'se ) u"ntrained 111ite::ate pseu-Cro-
specialists , a.nd- r.-npralctlcai nen, thro,r out the v;orker and.
f111- up all- the hish adininistrative posts of our j-ndustrlaJ-
arrd econoi:ric irstitr',-tior:s. ,.nd. the Party, iirsteaci- of put-
tlng the braires o.r'r -bhis tend.ency froin tire e-'l-e.,ients l"hich
a::e- aJtogether foreign to the v;lrklng class arnd Conirnunis,,t,
encou-rages j-t, iho ?arty seehs salvatior, f ro,n 'r;he inc1us'cr-
ia1 chaos, not 1n the ,; orket-s bi-l.t in Lhese ve::;'/ ele;::ents.
itot ir: the v,orkers, not in theii: u.nion orga.nisatlons d.oes
the iarty rejlose its tru,-st, -itrr-t i,n these ele:;rerts. i'he v,or-
Jcing masses f eel 1t and insteail. of tilaniiait;;- andl tt".n1ty in
the rarty, there a,ptJears a break.

The inasses are noi ::linc'1.. ,hatelrer v.orcls the most itol-
ular leafiers niight u-se 1n ord-e:: tc coitceal their deviation
ffom a clear-cut claSS pOlie;i , ,Lhatever the cOinpro;lises ilad.e
v;ith the peasants a.nd. v.orld -Caili'ual-isi:i, 

and lhatever'uhe ,

trust that the leaders pl ace in ttie drsciples of the capit-
?}i*I . 

systein of prod.u-c'uior, the ,;.oi"klng irlasses feel l'.here
the d-igression begins.

The l.orlcers i:ialr chei"ish'.tu: a::d.et:t affection a.ncl love
for su-ch personaJlties as :-enin. They rla;r |s falscirater). by
-Lhe incompar.rabl-e fl-o,r.er1r 9]scjue.nce of ?::o',,sicy and hls orga,n-
ising abltlties, The;r r:nay reyere a ni-u,rbe:" of other lead-ers
as leacl.ers . iut v.he-n the ,:asses fee--1- i;hat the;r si1fl their
class are not trusteci, 1t ls c-uite nati-r::a] t}:at 'che;r say:
tldo, haltl ,ie ::'efr',-se to foflov, you bIindly. Iet us exain-
ine the sitr-ration.. iollr poticy cq p;ipkiitg or-r-t the ,mifr$]e .
grouno betl.een three sociall-', opposed Sroups' ls' a ';.'ise'cne
indeec,. but it s;ra-sks of the 1,e11-triec-L and f amillar adapta-
tion and, o;o:ortu-nisili. IoCr.ay ii"e ,::a;' g:rin so;,iething v,-1th the
help of you-r sober poJ-icy, bu-t l-et us bev.are lest li.'e find
ou-rGel-vei on a v.roi16 rood tlet, ihrough zigzags ard. turns;
v iIl lead froin the futu::e to the ddbris of the past. r

- llistru.st of the r,rorl:ers by the feade::s is steardily grov;-
ing. The ruore sober thesg lead.ers 5et, the inore clever sta-
leEinen they becoate f.ith thelr polic;' of sj-icling over the
Hade of er iharp'kr:ife betv;een bour,nr:.i:1sm a-ncl- cornprorlise r,.1th
ther loor-r.rgeols 1rast, the deelter becoines the abyss betv;een the
lu1:s I and. the Idov;rs I , the l-ess u.ndersta"nd.i.iig th€re is, . a,nd.

the more painfr..-J- ax1d 1-t,evitabl-e becoi:res the crisis v,ithln



7,

15-

The thlrd reason er:hancirig the crisis 1n the f arty 1s
tJrat, iri f act, during these thiee Jrears of the revolution,
'cl:e econoraic situar.'uion of the l.orking class, of those v;ho-
v;"ork in f actories sl-rd :.rills, has not only n6t been iilpro'ved.,
but has becoine ;iore unbearable. Thls nobocly d.ares to d.eny.
Ihu suppressecl ar:d v;icre1;,-sjrreail CLissal,tisf action arnong r, or-

. kers (v;o:-Icers, inind yor-,-) iras- a .::eal- justif ication. :

WHO HA S GAINED FROM THE R EVOLU TION

0n1y the peasants ga.incd- iLii.ect15," by the revol'lrtiorr. As
f ar as the iaiCLd"l-e classes are concerned , the3. verJr cleverly
ad-er.pted. theinselves to the nev. cond.ltio-trs, together v"-ith the
represe.rtatives of the rich l:ourgeoisie, u.ho had occu-pied. all
the responsibl-e anC. d-1:rectlng ltositions in the Soviet. lnsti-
tutions ( pa::t1cu.L-ar1y 1n 'i;he s;ohere of directlng State econo-
inJr, in the inclu,strial orga.nisat r-ons and the re-estab-lishinent
of coi.iiaei'ciar ref ations r,.ith foreLgn natlons). cnly the bas-
ic class of i,he Sovie t P.epr:-biic, v.hich bore af 1 the- burdLens
of the d.ictatorship as a nass, ekes out a sha:aefully pltlful
exi st en cc

The .,io::kers t P.enu-bl1c co;:trolled- b;r the Comi-ir-urnlsts,' b$
the varguard of the v,orlcing class, l.hicir, to c_;uote Ienirl, "
rhas absorbed- al-I the revolu-ti-onary e.nergy of the classI,
has not haci ticre enough to ponder over and iinprove the cor-
d.itions of all the l;orkers ('uhose noi ln lncl.irrld-ual- esta'o-
lishments v,hlch hairpene d -bo gain the attention of the Cor:-n-
cil of the ., eople t s- Coili:rissais in one or a.nothe,: of the so-
caJ-l-ed Ishoclc lnd,ustriest ) in generar.l ari:d lift thei:: cond-1-
tlons of l1fe to a humar: sta.r:ilard. of existence.

The Con.;issariaj; of -L al)otr-r 1s thc rnos-L stagna.nt 1nst1-
tution of aJ-l- tire Coini.rissari:its. In the v.hole of the So'yiet
po}1c;r, the ciuestion l" as nevei: seriously ralsecl on a -nat-
1onal. scale einC. d.l-scu-ssed.: v.hat inust and. can be cione in the
face of the utter col-'Lapse of ind-ustry pt home ar:c1 a inost
unf euvourable ilternal s i'cu-at ion to inp::ove the r.orkers I con-
d.itlons: alrei preserve their heal'ch for ;o::oductive laboW in
the future, ernd to better the lot of the v.orkcrs in the
shops

Until recently, So'rriet policy v,as c.ievoid of al:y v,orlced.
out plan for irnprorrins; the Iot of the ,;;orlcers .rnii their con-
d-ltlons of life. All that i/;Lis done in this field. v,'as done



alnio st iri cid erit a-]-lJr , or a,t ranirorr , by 1o caI alr-rthcrit i es und.erthe pressure of tl:e',,1asses themsei'res. i,t-rin5 these tlrree
Xpars of ci'vll r &f , the proletariat herolcally b::oright to thealtarr of the,:c.rol-ution their innur.rierable sacrlfices. They
l,aited. patientl;,". .ijut l1o\,r. that the 1:u-1se of life in the
::equ!]ic is again tra.r:sf err"ed. 'r;o thc econoinic front, the rank
a.nd fi-'l-e v,or.]ler coilsid.e::s 1t Lr.nnecess:rry to tsrr-ffertand. v;ait.Ihy? rs he'rot the creator of lif; on a coinmunlst ]:asis? letus ourselves take up thls rccorstru-ction, for v;e .linov; better
than the gentleilen froie the centres lrrere it hurts us inost.

,, : The ,rafllc ar,td f ile ,;.orkeriis obscrvart. lie sces that *o
f ar_ the problei:rs of hlrgieire , sa,;ritat io-r: , iinprovin3 cor:d itionsof La-boi;-r i-tr tire shops 1n othcr ,,,.ord-s, t:re betterilent of
the 'rr.orlcers r l-ot has o ccu,cied the rast place in our policy.-ln oi-rr sol-utior to the hor:-sing erob-1-e.1, v.e v ent i,to :lur.r,chei-
tha.n housing the l.or:kers t fa"iil-ies 1:: ircor:rer:1ent bourgeoisina^nsions. hat ls stil-l- 1i.orse, so farv.e have no" eyen touch-
ed. the practical }2robl eai of housing ir: regard. to v.orlcers.' To
our. sha,r.,re , in the he art of the i'.e pu_bli c , in -,o s cov, 1t seli ,v"orlcing peo-oic are si11-'t- 11ving ifl filthy, ouercrov"dedr a-nil un-hygienle c1u-arte?s, oile visi-t to 'y;hich iiakes one thlnk that
there has been no::evol-utlon at al-r. e a]1 knorr: thaj the
houslng irroble'ir cannot be solrre d. in a ferr, iiionths, e'ren Jrears,
and. tha,t d.ue to our povetti!, 1is solution 1s f ;r.eec- .: i-bh seri-
ous dlfficul-iies, .;ut the faets of el"er-gro1:.tng inec.rua]-lty
betv;een thc prlvlleged. groups of the po-oulation-in sdviet -
Russi-a and the rar:k and. f il-e i.,orkers, tthe fra.rne-v.orlt of the
d.lctatorship I , breed" anii- rou-::ish the dlssatisf arction

,,_.,The ra.r,.ll and. f ite i,"orker sees hov; the Sovist off iciaJ- andthe practical- iira.n lives arrd hov. ire l1ves - he ol1 ii.hoia reststhe dictatorshi.p of thc ,u:oletarrat. :ie carnoi but see that
Cru::irg the re rrolrrtion, the lifc ancl health of thc r/:orkers inthe sJrol:s co;:ir,;ral-ncl.ed- the lcaist :rtter:t ion; 'ohat r;.hcre prior tc
the rcvo}-rt io-l-. the ,'e e;r isted inore ci" lcss lte arable concl,it ions ,the} are still- titarntalLred by the sholt coitiiittees. AncL v here
such co"nd.itions c'Lic-L .i:ot e:eist, v.here c1a;rpness, foul i:.r:: and.
gasses'poisonecl "ir:d 6l.estroyee- tire l.orlcersl i-"eatttr, these cor:d.i-
tions ie.rra.in u"richa*rgedi.. ir,e cot-ld not attci:c-r to th:,:,ti !ray,the::e !,8,S the irrllitar;r front.tt ,,,r,a yct,;.hene'Vcr it v.es neces-
srlry to ;nalce repairs ln 6Jy of the hou.se s occuplecl b;r the
Soviet lnstltutions, 'bhc., r.ere abl-c to finci both the i,raterial-s
and. the l-abour. hat 'r,olrl-c'r. h;,,llpen i-f v.c tried to shel-ter our
siieclalls-bs or !ra.cbical iiler engagcd. 1n the sphcre of coininer-
cial transactions ,;. ith foreig.r:: c;:,;oiter-lists 1n thosc hu-ts in
v.hieh 'che nasses of i,or"lcer"s gtill- live and I abour? Thelr l,ou1d.
ra-i-se srlch a hov;l ihat it v,'ou-l-cl- becoine rec,3ssa^::Jr to iirobilise
the entire housing d"epa::tilen'c 1n orc'rer to cor::e ct tthe chaot-
ic cond-ltions I that interfere v;j-1,h the p::od.uctlv-1tlr of olr-r
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sire ci al ist s ,

IOUR SORROWS ARE I{OT THEIR S. . . I
ao.

The service of the ,,orlce.r:sr ijlposition consists in thatit i.ncluciecl- tire probler.r ef i;,:ltrorriiS tL" r,.o::.leers r l-ot-?-t.g"iL-e:: v- ith alf the other se coi.rciar;. v. orlcers r c.eiiiancr_s ) into theSeileral econoi,ii_c polic;r. ?[e p::oc--r.uctiVl,r;y of l.rbour ca,nnOtbe increased ui:1ess thc tlfe o-:r the ,r.o::lce?s is o"g;isect ona nev. Con,aunist basis.

The less tl:a-b is uncieri;aken Brc.. ,,r1anned ( f d.o not speakof soiaething that has been_carried. out) ii: this sprrere, ihed-eeper 1s tl:e iaisulnd.ersta.nc]-ing, the estrarnge,reflt, and stil]greater is the iau-tual- ,iistrr-'ist'betv.ecr., learders u.rid- v..orlcers.There is no u-nity, r:o serse of thei,: ide.i::tity of r:e ec1s, dein-anils and. as"oira'rions. The le ad,ers are one tiring, and. v,e aresooething artoge1;hcr d,iff e ::e-nt . . aybe it is trf,e iirat theleaders k-nov, bet'ce:: hor;. to ::,.ie ove-:: the corr-iitry., b;i ,che;r-
f ail to unil-ersianc-L oui' ne e d.sr orr-r. rife in the siitips, its ::e-
c1t:,"ireieer:'r-,s a-r:d- iini.red.i:.,te neec:_s; the;,. cl-o nct unir.e:"it*rO :rnCL d.ot'lot kr:0v,. ]rrora thi.s reaso.ni:rg-f ol_l6v;s the lnstinciivc _t-ea"n_ing torr.a"::ci-s the -Lrnioi:s, ai:cl il:e corsecrLr-ent c'lro.1llling out of
!1.u Party. Ilt is 

"r1lc 
they effe a paii of L,-s,-Lut"as soon astfey get ili'uo.Il" centre s, the;. I-eave us altogether; tney le-gin to li've iiiffereritfl,i if v.e- sr.ffe::, l,hart d.5 they'care: Ou.rsorrol.'s are not thelrs a"ny longer. r

Axd the lnore orlr indLustrial estalbtishmc.nts arrL rr*nionsare draii:ecL of the ir best e le iaents by 11l" ., art;r ( v,h1ch seniistheil ei'r;her to thc froi:t or tc the s6vler ii:stitu.tic.ns); ;r.;v,eake:: beco;les the il-irect coj:i.rcctio;r bctv"een ihc ra.nk and-file v:or]rors a-nd the directi.n3 -,.arty celrtres. A cha..sjn is
groi'. ing. !t-t pre scnt., -i;his d,irrisio-li aEunif ests itsel_f eve.n inthe ra,r:ks of thc .?art;r i-bsc-l-f . The 'r.orke rs, throl,-oh their
,iorkers t,Oppositior: asli: iio a.rc 1,'.e,' Are 1.6 realltrI ths propof the cl-ass di ctatorshiSr ? ar arc v e jr,rsi a,n obcdierit 1o cjithat scrvcs as a support for il:iose 'u,ho, l-lar.irg severecl. arllties v,ith the rias:es, c.i,rrJ; out thcir 6v,n polf c1 a.ncr brilld.
u-p lndu-str3i' v,ithou-t air,y r.egarci to ol-i' opinions ancl creartireablllties unc.er the rcliable cover of the }artJr tabel_l

:!



9. OtsJECTIVES OF
'"'

THE OPPOSITION,-,,

i,ihatever the -ta.::ty lead.ers i:ri5ht c1.o l-n order to drlve
av;aJr: the , oi:ker"s I Opposition, the 1+t!"i 1.11-1 aj v;g.Is reinaiit
tii;i groi/. ing he a.lthy-- class f 5rce ,'hich is de stined io ig.iect
'uifaffsing 6nerg;, ii:.to the reha,bilitation cf ''conolnic l-ife
as v"e1,'- as into-the Comaiunist , art;r, v:hich bel',ins '[o fad'c
aner bendL Iov, to thc 6rot.ind

Therc o,Te thu-s threc causes vhich brlng abou--b a crisis
in our _. a.rtlr: therc is first of ,il-I the overall obicctive con-
d.itions, u-nc-L6r ,r hlch Co::iiat-nisin in l:ussia is be ri:g car;ie d out
(tn* civll 1"ar, cconoi,tic baclcler,r'dness of the coulltry, i'i;s uJ-
ie r. irt6rustrial collapse as irxl aftili:ila1th of the J-ong Jreal:s of
Vjar,) ; the second- cause is -the hetero5eneolls coinilosrtlon of
ou" ,poprlaiion ( , i,:i11ion v orkei=,s,, thc peasai:tr;r, th"^ inidclle
cl-asie-S, l*nd, f inally, iiie forine r bourge oisie ' il9.r1 of aff alrs
in a-"l-I prol-'essions, v.fro r.;:flue5cc t1.? pcliei 9f -Sovlet insti-
tu1io-riS* anci. penetiate' i.,to tl.,e t'artlr); the thlrd cau-se i-s the
irtacti.rrity (* ) of the Iarty ir: tiu fl91+ of - 

i;,rined-i?t" .irnprove-
ilen.t of tire v.orjcerst ]1fe -cou--pjed v.i-th the inabilit;r a,nd' v eak-
ness of 'rhe corresiloni-1;:g iov'i-et lrstitu-tiotls to tajce ,up and.

solve -bhese problems.
,:

hat then rs it that the orkers' ';ppos j-tion v'a;rts?
,,hat is its r61e:

Its r61e coilsists in i'aising bcfore the larty all the
penturb-ing qlrcstr-ons, imd j-n gi,ving f91ra t?: 111 that.-hereto-
fore vjas causing onty a subfr.u,Ed agitation in ihe nasses and'

i;a-tii"-ndn-puriiutili" l.orkers e',rei:-further f ron t'-he ':axt'y. - It
,iuurLy a.nO ieerieJsfy shouteci to the ler:,d-ers; r;top, look :

anO:tfrinff irere do i,ou teec': u-s? Are v.e not going.off the
ilgirtt'robOt 'It ii.1ft i,e've|'y tr*1 lof th:::arty t-o fincr itself
v.ithbu-t thc found.atlor: of tLe d-ict:-'.torship. Th9 flarlJl ,r.i11 be

o"-ii,S:.r.'" ana sJ-v.iff the v.orking- class. In this }1e s tlre
greatbit da.nger to the re'.'o1u-tion.r

The talsk of thc tarty at lts .oresent cris j's 1s f earle ss-
Iy to-i*.. the ;listakes anO- Ie::rd its ea:: to the healthy' cLass
c"a::- of the v,id.e v orl'"i-ng iilasses. Through thc- creative pov;ers

of ttre rising class, in the fo::n of iird-r-rstrial unions, v"e

shal-l- go forv'aro.s tov.arc',S reconstru-ction and the d'evelopment
of the creative f orees of thc cou-ntr:y; to'i' a'rd-s pUrlf ication
oi thc ",:-art;r itself fron eleinet:ts f oreig'n to i!; tov,ariis coi:-



1r,

rec-bio.n of the 
^r,ic-Lir,.i-t1,, of the --ar,ry

l:"_f_"-,,io 
cvacy, f reedoar 6f opin ioi, - 

a_icft,ar'ty.
by ine ans of golng backcriticisrn i;:,siire ttre

THT TRADI IJI\IO\IS

THIIR ROLT AI\D PROBLEMS

1. WHO S}IALL BUILD THE COUIMUNIST ECONOMY.?
'In a ba.sic yet brief out.l_ine, r,o ha.ye aJ_ready explained.r;hat rit is tha.t Lrus"=-trrc crisis'1.n our larty. rdov;,;,e shar_linaice cleai' v,'hat are the ,aost ilaporta-nt 

--points 
of the contro_

x;;ir":"tv":een the leaders or ou-*r :r"tJ' ;6 the lori.u"u' Opiro-

Therc a-re ,tI.o srr-ch points: f irstl;;, the part to ,re played.bx, a.nd. thc probler,is 
"or?ronii"g,-lrr"*;;"ae ui:ions cluring therecor:strrj ction .oeriod. of the n-,Tioorr ."oro,ry, couplccl v. iththe orga",isatlon of prodi.,.ction or, o.-?on,n*ni.st basis, ildsccordiy, the qucstion of serf-activiiy'or the inass6s. Thls .clues'cion is llvrrccd l.ibrr th"at of bure iLro"y ln thc ::,arty-erii i.

the So ulcts.
let us ars'r.e r both qrres-bior:s 1n tL.,rn. The perioci oftma.lrinrq theses,: i-n our -'d::t;, has uf 

"""e l, enc1ecl. Iefore usv,e f ind. si:- d jff e::cr:-b prii-;ror,,i.l 
"ii,-i'lrtlr te:::dencies. sucha var"iety arrd. such :ai"irutc vari:rilons oi shad-cs in 1ts t.r[_"e.tlcies our Fartlr has neycr seen before. iarty. ifiowirt ";;J-

never been so rich ir:: foriarr-l.a,e oJr onc rmd. th"- 
"o,*""i.iie stior:.1t is, thercf ore , ob'vlcus tr\er.t thr:-,l"..iion 1s * rrasil";;;;'

Ancl- such it is. Thc v.hor-c cort iove rsy boir-s ('r.0v.., ,co onebasic que stion: ;rho shall bullcj- the coininu.r:ist 
""ooo,ryl #c,-"*
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hov, shall it be built? Thls is, inoreover, the essejrce of our
prograinme : this is its hc art. Thls ;r_re st ion is just .r.s 1;:rpor-
lant es the cruestion of seizrr-rc of poli'r;icail por,.'6.r bJ, the pro-
leta::iat. 0n1y the Bu-bnoff g::orr-p of so-calred .oolltlcal cen-
tral-1sin ( 9 ) is so ncars ighte d. aLs to u-r:d,crestimate its linport-
aflce anci to sa) : IThe cluestion concerni-ng trad e u-nions Llt thepresent moinent -!?...10 lmportance v,ha"tsoever, a.nd prcsents .no
theoretical dlfflcu.1rt+,Er,t i , '', ,i

T4- i c,
+ , .D , hol. cycr,r'ciuite r:atural that the qt:-cstion seriously

agitates the Farty. the riuesiion is r-e a.11y: t In v;hat d.irectl6n
..shaIl.-1,-e tutn the v,heel of hlstory; shalJ- l"e 

"urn 
it bacri or !

83,"?1 i! roir,1-arat , it j-; u,r*o.l*ai;i-;J--iirqt therq isr noi- p.l 
"insre.- 'Cb'rp#&.nfSt ;if ;the :f arty,r hb r'dul e.. re,iiair.rjr:on-co.n-_rittaf ai,-itirAf -. i

' !hg' dlqcpgisls''n or jtnis' (jilsstlorl;, As a resrrl-t , r:e hayc six Il 'dlfferent groups.

Jf v;e bcgin , hot,eyer, earefi-.,-l-1y to ei,n a15rse all- the the se sof 'chese :.iost ,,tinu"te1y C,.lvergertt, grbu-ps, v.-c f ir:d- tha,o on the
baslc qt-uestlon rr.ho shall- btr-ild. the Colielnist econoirtf a.nd
olsaq+pe.proflu-ct+gn gn a ne'i. basls - there afc oply tv;o poipts
of' vie-v;.' One is 'that v,hlch i3 cx1rrsssed and. f orhu-tated. 1n the
star.te;nent of princlpJ-es of the i.{oricers I cpposition. The other
1s the viev;poirit that r.:-n1tes a,l-I thc resi of the groulls dlff er-
lng onJ.y in shades, bu:.t id,cntical- j.n :s^r..bst anee.

,.;hat d.oes the st ate,.rent of the .iorkers I Cplto sitlon sta.trd
f o::, e,nd horri does the 1a,tter uiid ersta:rd. tltc 1: arrt tlrat is -bo 'be
plaJre d by the trad-e unions, or, to be iiore e:lact, the lnch-r-stri-
aI urilons, at the -orcsc:rt i:ro;irc.r,:t ?

l:

';Ie 'rrelieve that the cluestio.n of r,.construction and derr-
elopinent of the procl-uctirre forces of our cot-.n';ry can be solved.
oi:ly if thc entire sl stcin of con b::o] ovei thc pcoplc t s ecojlomy
1s cha.n'geci.. t ( froin Shliapnikoff Is .report, Dcceiiber 50 ) Talce
noticc comrad-es: ronl-;,- 1f thc cntire;:yste,n of control is
cha,ngcd-. r iihat docs this i,rcan? rfhe basis of thc controversyr,
thc report continues, rrcvolves s',roil-rrd the r,ucst 1on: by v;hat
ineEms d.uring th.1s pc.riod of traursforina.tion cl-ifi our Com,nunist'?art;r c:arry out its econoiaic policli - shal-l it be by mczuts of
the i,"orkcr:s organisco- i-rto .bhcir cl-a.ss union, or - olrerbhelr
head's by i:ureaucret ic ile ans ,' throu.6ir caroliseG functlonaries
of thc.state. t The b;isj,s of ihe coi:trolrersir is, thercfore, this:
shall- !, o achicve Coi:rinu-nisin thro,.rgh tho v.orl;ci's iclr ove r their
hea.ds, by the hands of Soviet off'1cial-s. And- Ie't us, coinrades,
lloncl.er vhethe r it :t-s possiblc -i;c ir,ttain ;und bu1lcl a Coiiiinunist
economy bJ, the helnds li.no. c;'eatiye al:ilitics of tI:c seior:s of
thc other elass, v.ho errG i-;rbued v.ith thcir rou-tine of thc past?
ff i.e bcgir: to thir:lc as i,a::xists, as rler of sclerce, !,e shall
ansv, er categoricatly a-nd expliclttr;r: tI'tro I t

t_
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2. NEW RELATIONS IN PRODUCTION AND THE
. MATERI*\LIST CONCEPTION oF HISToRY.' :

Thc; root of ti:c con,crovei.sy ord. tlt, causc cf thecrisis l1cs i+ !hc supirosltion tnot I praetical ,,.r.il-tcch-nlciaJ? r spccial-ists,- iriL iira.raEelrs of capital-ist prdoriction. caJl-snd.cicr:l-Jr rcfease thei,,scl_rres fr"om thc-boniis or- tnci"rtrel,c{"1tiofla-]- concelttions of l.ays iind iie&r:s of iiar:dl_ing labour(l,hich ha.r.re been 6-ccpty in6rai.red intr: their very fl_esh
IH"yfl, !rl" J:carrs of - thcir serrrice to C"piiaf ) ,:iO-LcquireThe arbll-1t:r io create ncv fonrs of proctu-cti.or:, of labourolsmisatibr:, Md of :-ncei:tiv-es to v,or.1c.

To s_rlprrose tha-b thls is possibl-c 1s to forget thc in-contestabl_c trr_.th tha."t a s;rg1!,,i of itrod.uction cIrilrot be
cha.nged- by a fev, i.i:d-i'rid-ual- gerilu-sei, brt trlrough ihe re-qir-riremc.nts of a class ----a--

Jr.,-st iinagiiic for ir tr-tonc.ilb that eti-t:,rg thc transitoryperiod- fro,:i the f eud al_ sJrsteil ( f ou.nd.ed. on sf eive f anour) 
-to

Il" gJ,stci;i of . capitalist- produ-ctio-n ( v;ith its a: f eg-O frcchired labou,r in *iie irdr:-sirlcs ) , tnc'i:ourgeois class, r-ack-1ng at the ti,ne the re s,: ssa?y exirei.ierice i-n tne orgi,"nlsa-bloirof cai:lt al ist pr=oc-i:-et ion, ha.i, i:r?ited all t,r,e cre,vEr, shrev,d.experienced. inajl.lgers of i;re feud.al cstatcs ,r,:i1o l:;Lci beeL: aec-ustolted to o-eal rr,ith servllc chattel- slayes, arct entrlstcd.to the"r thc tas1c_ of orgzlnising produ-ction orl a nev. c:ipitallstbasis. :,hat r;.ould happcnt i,IoL,l-cL-Lhese spccialists i.n thcir,ol.n- sphere, d"e-oencilng ol.r thc l,hip to increase prodr_rctivity
gf ,labou-::, succeecr 1r ha^nd.ling a rfrcer, thougir hu-ngry, .pro-letarlan, l ho had. rclcascd hl-rse l-f i-roin the ci_rsc oi inv.ot -untary la'ooi.rr :Lnd. haa bccorle u., solct_ier or a Ciaiy labourcrf
:ioul-cr r:ot thcse c:,pcrts v holly d.cstroy the ncv.iy-borri arJ:crdeveloping capit ilis'u prodL''-etiont tnhivich.,.al olrr"rFe"rs ofthg c"nattc-'l- slav.cs , i::d-i-vidua_t_ f or,acr la-ncl_iorC,= .*F, 

- 
it "i"lns.nagCrS , !,el:e e,,blc to irclap-i, thc;as elvcs to the .irel. f ori:r ofproduction; br:'t it 'v as not froirr their rjlnks that thc rearcrcators a.LrcL bu-iId.c::s of the bou_rgcois capit.rl_ist economyv;ere rc cruit eil .

class iirstinct v hisire::crl to ilrc :flirst cv;,ners of tliccapltalis'o establ-ishiier:-Ls t jrat it 1.as bettu, io-go- stov..tya"rd u-sc co;rrlon scflse in placc of c:iperience in the scarch
{9r_ ner- -y.3y! and. ,iiears to establish rei-a'r, ions betv.ccn cap-i-_tal a;iil l-aiou_r, thtn to borrov. thc a.ntlcluated. useless ineth_exploitatro.n of liibour fro,ri the ofd, outra,v"ea-uy*i"*.



class instirict quits''cciricctLy:,tol-d th,e firs-b capitalists
ilrt-rii:L the f irrst pc::ioc;. of capiteiilst 'develolmer.:t that in.plaec of the ';irip of tl:e'..oval.sqer.ltircy inirst ,rpply anothe'r' '

ir':centivc - ::ivalr;r, perso.ral aa:bltioLr of 'v,orkerS f acing
r,-neinploym;nt ai'lc'i raisery. ,\nd. ttre capit:.J-ists, having gias-
ped- this ne t. i; ccrt iyc to labour , vicre v" ise cnor€h to u_se
it in oril.er to pr-o,,rotc the develop,,rcnt of t.L:c boirgeois cap-
ltai-1st :ior,rs of prod.r-.-ct ior by llcrcasi.r:3 the productiuit;,-
of If ree t hir.oit labour ,,;c a hi8h d_cgree or i.ntens i,u;i.

Fiye cerrt'uLi:rcs Bgo, thc bou:^gcoisie actei aJ-so in a
cata'aior"rs v.LUr, cirrofr-r-l-l-Jr listenirig to thc c'Lj ctate s of thcir
class ir:stincts. they relicii nore or1 thci:: coi:trlo.n sc.nse than
on thc expcricnce of thc s.lcillcr'r specialists ir: thc sphere oforgal'lisii:i,.productior on tiru olcl. fcudal cstatcs. Thc borirg-eoisie.l.as llerfectly righ-i;, as history has sholn us.

,ie possess a, grca.t v.cailojl tha,J ca^n heip r:,s to f j-rid- thc
shorte st roi;cl 'f,o the rrictoi'ir of thc v orkiirg cIass, iii:iiiish
sufferirg along the v,a6r, a.nii. brin6 al:out tire jlev, s)rstc;.: of
prod.'uction - Co,,:;nu-nisin - iiorc c1uickly. This.r.ea_oon 1s theniatcriai-istic conceptior: of histor;r. Hov;c.rre r, instcact of
rrsirg it, v.'id-ering or:":: cxperience ard correc';tng our rescar-
ch-es in conforinitJ' v. j-ttr histo:.;;, v..e aj:e .rca.d-y to ihrov: thls
i/;eapon asi-dc anc. f o11ol. thc en-cu:abc:'e d., 'circirii;or-:.s roard of
blinfr exp e.r:lineni s .

' , llhatc'yer ou:: econoi;ic distrcss nalper.s to be , v.'c au,e
not justifieii Lr: f cclirrg sr-rch a:: cxtremc ii-egre e oi deslralr.
It is onI; thc eapitalist gove rliirleris, s"a,naing r;,rth thclr
backs-bo the l;al--l- tha'c necd feel dcspalr. Aftcr cxhar.r-,sting
all the cr'atire i.rrpuJ-se s of capitalist *oi'oductior:, thc;r f ind
no sol-u'cioir to thcir problcns.

As f ar a.s 'uoiling ll".ssia 1s conccrned, thcrc is t1o rooin
for desper,ir. Siit ce the Cctobcr re.rolrr-tion., ullllre cedLcritcd
opportun j-tie s of cconoinic ereatio.n havc opened ncv;, u*nhe.ard.-
of fori,ts of prod.uction, !.ith rtr.-r iiir..:ense increerse ir: the Bro-ductlvit;r of labour.

]t is or:Iy L,reccssarJ: i:ot 'bo borr"cv. f:"oin the jiast, 1lut,
oil 'rhc eol:tra.r;2, to Siv'c co.iil:lcte fi:ccd.oi,r to the crcativc
pov",ers of'thc futurc. Thls is v.hat the ,orlcersl Oltposition
is doing. ,,ho can be thc bui-l-d-cr ano- ereator of Coiairru.nist
eco:noin),? That cl-ass - and. not thc- ii:c,l rriduaJ. gcnJ-uses of
thc past :- l.hich is org6mica-'l l;t bcu-nrl l.ith nev.ly-t,'cveloplng,
palnfrrJly-born fori,:s of proc-Lrrctiori of a. rflcrc producti've and.
perfect sy.ste'm of jconoin:. .;h:-ch orgaJl can fof:rulatc ancl-.
solve tlic pr:oble,ns in the sphe::e of orgaiiisir:5 thc nev: ,econ-



?Sy- .a-no its p::ocuction - the llurc class iiic':i:-st::j.al unions , orihe heterogcJlcous Sovlct econoi.,iic cstab'l ishinen'cs? The ii'orkers r

Opi:ositlor: corside rs that it ca^n be donc cnlpi by the f o?riier,that is, by thc v,orice::s I col-l-ectrve , aJg no i;- b;i ihc fr..,-nctioiial ,b}"gaucratic, soeially-hetcrogerrotls coll-cctive'i, j-th a strong
adiitlxture of the qlcl- capita-l-ist clemelts, v.hosc iai.ric't- j-s c1o6^[edv;1th thc rt-flr_se of erpitaJ-isltic roL.,-,Ei.nc.

. tfhe v-or.kcrs t -r-r*nio.Lrs r.,nust bc drav.n fro;..l 'ri:c prescnt posi-
tion of passive assista"nce -ro thc ccoltor:tic lnstit;tlons into
activc llaLrticil:aiioii i.r-r-bl:e rri:*LleufcriGrt of i]re entlr.e econoinic '

struc'uure I ( f roi.r Ilhcses of thc lorlccrs t 0pposition, ). f o
P"*{, finci;mci creatr: rcv. aLJlic]..;.ore pcrfec-u-forms of economy,
to f i.;:ii. ne\i. ince .::tivcs to thc p::oc-l.ub'civ'it;r of raborrr - all- ti:.is
can be Cio::e cn1lr f-.; the v.o::kcrs t coll-cc'uirleS the.t are closel;r ,.
bou-.,rd. v.1th the nev, forriis of production. 0n1y thcse cotl-ectlvesfroi,t 'ci:cir cveryd.ay cxpcrience, ar. carpabJ-c or ii-ra.v.1ng certainconclusions. At f irst gla,..i:ice , the sc collcl-usions allpcar to beonly of practical i.:,port afice , a.nii yc,t excee d i::g1;r vrlluablc
thcorctical cor:iclusloris ila; 11s il.::av.n fro;,i t]:ein concen:iirg thehandllng of nev, 'l abour pov.cr. ii: a v.ork;rs I statc v.herc mlsery,povcrty, une:aployrner:t anCL co,rl.0ct ition on ,the laboi-rr ;;rar_]cet

To 'f tr:et a st i:rulus , rrn il ccn'c i ye to v. orli - this is the
gre ates'u tasr; of 'r;hc v o::Jcin5 cl_ass siard_i:::g on thc thresholclof coiamuri si.r. iione o'1:hcr=, hov,'e''/c::, than the i,.orkirg cl.ass it-self 1:r the f oril of iis class collc cti'ves , is at:le to sorvcthis grci;t -oroblc,l .

The solution to this pz"oblelr, ars jlroposed- b;r the ind.us-
trlal l-nions, consists i.n gil'in6 compl eic frccdoin to the 'y;91'o
lcers as rcgarc'Ls exp e.,:i.:cr:ti-iig , c]-ass tya;;tfrg t ad just ir:g and
d.iscovci'1ng re1," for",,-,ll of lrrod.uction, a.s v c1l as expressing
e,nd- CLe'rcloping the:,:: creativc abil1-1,1c; s - that is, to that
class v,hieh can a-l-one be'uhc creaJor of Coi,i,;iuriism.

This is hol. the ,;oi"j.lersr Ollpositlor secs 'uhs solution to
this dlf f icul-t probleiii, f roiri -v.hich f ollor s thc ;.iost esserrtial
polr:t of ';heir thcses; rOrgai.nisii-bior of oon-i,::oI oycr. thc
social cconoijiJ. 1s a preroSi;tir,.c of 'chc A1I-i?r.rssia.n Congress
of ?rod.u-eei:s, v.ho ar.re u.nited. in the 'brad.c ;lrrd- inciustrieil u-ni-
ons v;hich cicct thc ccr: bral boCiy c.. j--,:ccti,itg 'uhc l,hol-c ccoroinic
l1f e cf thc rei:ub1ic. t (Thcscs of thc ,io:-"};cr.rr I Oppositlon).
This de,:ial.ilcl- v ould ersul:c f ree CLoin for the ua^nif t- station of
creativc cl-eiss abilitics, not restricted ar:d c:.'ip1:lcd- by the
bureaacratic iaachinc v.h:.ch 1s satrr.ratcd v;ith the spirirt of
routine of the bou-rgeois capita-List slrstein of production and"
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control. The ,rlorkcrs I 0pposition i'cl j-er on thc creativ-c
pov'crs of iis or,,,n class:. thc v.cr"lcers. T.,'ie rcst of ou-r rlro-gra;ni:ic f ol-lov, s f roia this pre ,lisc.

.JHO \,VILL }/IA}TAGE PRCDUCTIOI{ ?

3ut r'ight at th:-s point thcrc bcgin the diffcrcnccs be-
tv;een the ,iorkers, Opposition arid tr:.e r-ine that is fo11or;.ed.
!;r !h9 P?rt;r 1ce'r,ders. Distru_st tov ards thc v,ortinE cl_ass(not in the spherc of ,.;olitics, br-r.'t, in the sphcro 6r e eonoi:riccreatlvc abilltles ) 1's 'chc v.hol-c esscjlcc of thc these s signed
,hr or-rr P_.airty.le ad,ers. Thcl, iio not bcr-ievo that by tho roi.gh
halrds of v.or.l:c;.r:s, u-n-bra.ined te chnical-ly, caln bc cicatcc. tliSsc
found.ations of tlic ccono,rtic forl,ts l.hlch, fu: 'bhc cclr_rsc o:["tirie, shall CLevelop in'co a hauriro.i':1ou-s s;istei,r of Coinuri-r-ttist pro-
ct-uct ion.

To al-l of thei:r - lenin, lrotsicy, Zinov:-eff , arrd Bukharin
- 1t seeills that pr.oduction j-s . tsl-r-ch a dcl-1eate ihingr that
it is 'linpossible io gct along v, rthout -i;he assistanee of rdir-
ectors r. lrirst of all .i,c she"ll tbring tLp t the r,,orlce rs, rteach
themr, ard onI;r v.hcn ihey ha'rc grovn 'u_p sha-1-l- v.c rci,ro'rd froia
thcin all thc tcachc::s of thc Suprc,ne Coi-lyrclJ- of l,TaturaJ- Ecor:-
omy a,nd lct thc ind.r-rstrlal- unions; t.ilce ccntrol over prod_uc-
tior. It is ,' after d1 , signif icalt thai a1r thc ';hcscs
v.rlttcn by the Party lead-crs coincid.e j-n one csscr:tial fea-
ture: for 'che prcsent, v;e shali_ no'r girre cortrol over p::odtrc-
tion to the tradc r-rnions; for thc pz.esnnt f ,i.'c shall r"ait t.
It is dou-btless tru-e that Trotsl?, icnin , Tr,novieff , and Buk-
harin d.lffcr ln their rcasors as to v,hy 16s li.orlce.is shorrl-il.
not bc e-trtrustcd. v;ith ru-n.nlng thc i-trd.ustrics just at prcsent.
Bu'r; thcy uJlani,ootr-s1y ?gree tha.t just a'c thc prescnt tiine, the
management of the productlor: inrist bc caruied on over thc v,or-
Jccrs I hcads l:y tiicans of a llu::oau-cratic systc,,r inheriteCr from
the past

0n this point a1l- the leadcrs of' orr-r Lart;i aye in coiu-
plcte accord. f fhe centre of gravi-by iir the v,crk of the trad.e
unions at the prcsent inoi:icnt assert the Tcr: (fO) i-n thelr
lhcses inust bc shiftcc:. i.n'i;o thc econo;.ric irrdt-strial sphcrc.
The traclc un ions as claes or:ga.n isat ions of ', o::kcrs , br-ril.'t up
in co.flforinitJ, v.it.lr thc.i:: ind.u-striai fr..,rctions, must taJcu cn
the .*gj-ggl,o.4: in orge"nisation of procluctio.t:. t r.,,ajor l o::kr is
a too indcf if f'r;c tcria. It ,:cr.inits of va::ious intcrl:::;t;r.tlotrs.
And ;,'ci; it v.ould. sci-,n tha.t thc p]-atfor;.r of thc rTcnr givcs more
leev:ay for the tradc r,-irion: in rir-rining thc i.ndustrjes tlter,n
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Tro'[s]il.rs ccltrzr.lj-srn (11). Furthe::, fl:c tircscs of thc rTenr
go or1 to expleiin v,hat 'bhcy ,ncar by Inajor r.,.orkf of thc unions.rThc i,ros'b ;nc::gctic participa,iion i-r: thc ce:rtres .,i;hich r.egu-
1r-r,tc proii.r-zctioir a*ncl- contro-1 , ::egis-be i a,nd. c,istribu-be labour
llov.cr, organise exchai::gc betri,ce:r citics a"nu vill_a.,gcE, flght
ai,air.rst sabo'r alsi, , ;mii car-Llr ou-t d.cc::ecs oit d,j_ff crcn-b coi,:1:u1-
sory labou:: obliga.tioris, ctc. I ll'hls is "rl_1. Irothin;, ncv;.
tinil. nothi-n,., "iorc t'han vhat -bh; -brer.d3 urions have. alre,-r.ii.y bs6n
c-'oitr,q. This cii:riot,ravu crlr lrciiu-ctioi: ror hclp j-n -i;ltc solu--
tion of thr: ba.sic .,Lr-cstio-li - ra:,-sir;g ;.u:d devcloping thc'pro-
ductire forccs of dtLr colrn'bry.

In orilcr -bo rnalcc cIe ar thr,. fact that tirc !rc,gfctrn;ic of
thc rTcnr doe s not givc to thc trac.e .Linions a,ny of tiic d-1rcc-
ting frr-.nctions, bu.t i':.ssigns -bo thein only iin aruxil-iary 161c inthe riRfiegei.icrt of ;rod.r-r.ctiol , 'r,hc ar;thors say: I rn a- dcveloped.
stirge (not at lrcscnt, bL,-t f;t itr lCrc'rcloi:cd- st:rge t ) ,. thc tra*d.e
unions 1n thci:r: prcccss of sociarl tra-rsfo::.:ia'ition iirust bgcome
oi8ans of a so ci al authoi:itr,. T]ru'i, rtit-lSi v or-11 aS such , ii:
suborc-ii.r at ion 'Do otl:l;r oyg"riisat ioirs , aJ:d carrry out ilic ne\t:
princi-.;:1es of orga":r:-:aiioit cf cconoi.ai_c 11fc.I B;r -Lhis -bhey
i1']ca.n to sa;r thrLt ihc tradc,-r-niols i,lr''r-st v;orl: in su-borciilatlon
to thc Suprcnc Cou-ncil of iTartional Eco.r:om;r aind its hra-rtchcs.

4, TROTSKYIS VIEW

iJhat is tirc d.if:iercnec, th;n, v;i,'ch tha'b andr I joinlng b;:r
groir,th t ( le ) ,;,hi ch v;o.s prclloscd. l:y Tro';skJr? Thc riif f ercncc
is only onc of incthod. Thc the scs of thc rlcn I stro.:::g"l lrie'n-
.ohasisc -bi.rc crucaticnal il3.'ilr-i:c of thc tra.ce Ir.1,]ions. In their
forinu-latlo;: of proi:Ic,;is fo:: t)ac t,Ta.ic u-nions (ina"inly in thc
spherc of orga;:isatioi:, indrLsbry, a::Ci cCru-catlon) , our' .rierrt;r
J-cadcrs at cl-eycr;ooliticia.rrs su-,3C.c:::J-;i cor:ycrt tirc;isel-:ycs in-
to rteachers t.

Thls pcct-,-Iiar cor:ti'orrcrry is ,-cvol-rring not a::orr-ncl- thc
systcn of iial.ra.ilcire"ef, i.n ir:iru_str]i, br-,-t i,:.air:11r arou-r:d. thc sys-
tcia of briiigliig uit tl:c ,iizrssu.s. I.r:r f ac'1 , ,;-lien one bcgirs to'bu-rn o'ver thc ilagcs of tLro st:logra.phic,linutcs i-r.nd. spcechcs
mad.c bJr our promir:ent lcad.crs, oirc is asto.nishcd" bJ. thc r-rJl-
cxpcci;ed ina-nlfcstation of thcir pcdagogic procllvlties.
tr'vcr;r ar-i-thor of tirc thcscs prol-1oscs th.c i:rost perfcct sJrstei:r
of bringing ui: thi: ili:rsscs. Br-',-t all these tJistciils of tcd.uca-
tlonr lacl< prorrisions fo:' frcedom of cxpcriincnt, for trar.ln-
1ng a.nd fcr thc cx.i:ression of crcr,tivc abilltics by thosc
v;ho aye to bc taught. I-n this rcspect erlso a1l our pcda-
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cnin, Trots.iqr, Bukirarin ard
othcrs sec the functions of the trad.c unions not as thecontrol o'ver proiiu.c'oion or as 'che trilcing over of 'r:hc in-
d.u-strics, but i,rc::c-1y as a school- for brlngirg u-o the iaas-scs. Iuri.ng thc discussion it scci,red to sor:re of our conr-
radcs, thi:t Trots}:y stood for a gradual Iabsprb,tion of thcutiio|p Py- tfra statct -.not 11 ;f a suC-dcn, bt_t gra.diraliy
and that hc l.a-Lrtcd. to rcscrvc for thcin -bhe 'right-of u1t1l
raatc control over prod-uct ioi:r , a-s it is cxprosscd in ourprograrniilc. Thls point, it scciled at firstr !r.t rrotsky
on a common grou-nd. v,1th thc 0p.oosltion at a timc vhen thegroup represented by T,cnin a,nd Zinovlcff , bi.,i:tg opi:ctcoto tl:c't.:.b'.:jrbtlon of thc state , t sav. ,ah.c oi: jcct oi uni.onactl'rity and the;ir problera as If ralnlng for corn.lu-nlsi,lr.rT::ade Unions,l thund.cr Troislcy r;.nc,. Zirovieff , tare neecs-sary f or the iough.ri.,ork{ (p, aa' of thc report ,'I)"c-, fCjl ; -
Ilotsky hi..tse1f , it v;or.'r-lcl sccin, uLrderstancrs thc tcr,slc sorlte-v'liat dlffercntly. rn hls opinlon, thc nost iinporta.nt v.orkof thc u-nions consip'bs in orga-raising prod.uction. rn. thishc 1s pcrfe ctly right,i l{e is also irgirt v.hen hc says, rrn-
asmuch as tr."tions ai'u school s of , coii,lrrnisi,r, they a,rc- such
school-s not in car:::yi-;ig e11 gcncra* propaganO.a ifor su_c1:activity v.ou1d-.ile a{. ihc;- v.crc pla,;,.ir:g th- part of clubs),not in r.,robilising the ir nc,:bers for nilitar;r v.orll or col-lecting thc prod-ucc ta;c, but for.t;trp,.pr,-::posc of arl-rou-ndeducation of i,ncir ,rcrobcrs on thc'b?:.sls or their perbici-pa.tion ii: 1:rod.uctior:. t ( T:"otskJ, ,s rcpo::t , ljcc. 50 ) AJ-Ithis 1s true, bu-t thcrc ,1s oi,rc grave .oleissloir: thc unions
-a*JgJ- --o-4+I--.schools for eo++tUf.". !.rt; t!.toE--as v-e 11.---

, , Crcativencss,of thc cl-ass is bcing lost slght of.
Trotsky rcpraces it by the inj-ti::tlve of lthe rea] orgun-igers of llroductio.nI, by co,ir;luniots j-trsic'e thc u-nions (fro,:i
I"ots]<Jr 

t s_ rcpo::t , Dc c. b0 ) . iihat Coiit,,tu_nists ? r.iccord.lng to
TrotskSr, b;,' those co,r:cr-r:ists all.)ointcd. by the pai:t;i to rcs-ponsible adr,rrinistratiyc- i:ositioL-rs in thc- unions (filr rcasonsthat qu-i-tc oftc.n have ngthirig i.i*r coitri:loit i iilr consiclerationsof itril-ustriaJ- and cconoinic , proble;iis of tjrc unions ). T:"ots1cyis cluite frernk. Ilc c'LoGs not bcli.yc thrit thc v.orkcrs arcrcady to cTaa,tc Coiai:rur:is.i:, and. thi.or-rgh pair-,, su.ffcring; arrd.blunclcr still seclc to crcatc nev. for,cs of ilroct-uctlon. Hc
hers cr;prcssed this frai:kly and opcnly. Hc'ha,s arreacl.y
carriec-l out his systcirr of I cl-ub cd-uc:r,tion r of the inasscs,of trair':ir:g thera for thc rdle of rrnLlstcrr in thc ccntrar'Acri;rii:istratlrc Bod.1. 61 RiLilv. a;rs (f i) ad"opting al_l thosc



ilethods of cducati-.ng thc;tasses lhich ir,erc practlsed. by ourtrad.itio.nal- jour.neyinen u-pon thcir. apprcnticbs. rt 1s tnrethat a bca-i,rng ojr the head by a boot-strctche r does notinakc aJ1 apprcnticc a successfr-r-l shopkce;ocr after hc be coine sa joUrrr:eymaJl. AnC,.;ret aS l-o.rg::,s the boSs-teachcrtS Stlokhan5s ,over his head, hc r',orlrs a.;:CL produccs.

. . ^ Thls t Lfi Trots.li;rts opinion, is the v,.holc cssence ofshifting the celtra,l point rfroin ltolitics to ind.ustrlalproblci,is. t To raisc, o\rcjr tc.,rjror*ari11,", ;oroci-t',.ct ivity-lycrrefJ aiid- al-l mc.ana, is thc v.holc crr-lx <ir-trre task. -rh-c
v,holc cor-lrsc of training in thc trirdc u-nions nust be, inT::otslcyrs oplnion, ar.J-sc ir-irccted. tor.arcis thls end.

5. THE VIEWS OF LENIN, ZINOVIEV & BUKHARIN

co;,rradcs I,errir: anc ',rnovicf f , liov.'cvcr, cLisagree v;ith
!:,n: TJ..;' ai'c t cd.ucators t of r a iaoclcn: trcnd. of thought r .It has bcei: stete d ;,i;u:r, a tii:tc that thc tradc unions areschools f or co,,r...'*nisin. ,,haJ c-ocs that nca.n - r schools for
Coi.r.;iu-r'i isi:r I ?

ff l.'c ta,icc this dcfinliiorr scriorr-sli;, it v.iI-f r,reflJr i;hatir schoors f oz" co..i..ujlisi;r, it is nccessar;r-'f irst of aJ-r toteach a"nil brir:g up, bu-t .not to coini,irxd (iiris allusion toTlotsiqTrs vicl,'.s ieccts -v.ith appla.u_sc). Furthcr on, ilinovl_eff ad.ds: thc tradc rrrions aic pcrfornirg a grcat'taslc, both
f or thc prolct &Tlari :ir:it thc coiiri,:unist causc. - Thls is ,inc
basic parrt to bc 1l1Lv9d by thc tradc unions. ;\t prcscnt,
hov,crcr, 1-c forgct this, zrnd thi--.k that rr;c ina.;r hairdlc thcproblcm of trad c unions too rcclclessl;r, too r6ughl;r, too
s cvcrcly

rt is ncccssarry to rci,ici:lber that thcsc orgar,nisations
havc tl:;ir ov;j'r pa.ticular tasks thcse arc riol ta.sks of
corntrta'und-ir:g, suircr=vising o:: d i ctatiiit , br.r-t t asks in v hi ch
?11 iaay bc re d-uced- to onc: cr-rav.irg or thc l.orking ilasscsir:to the channel of thc orgiu"riscd.-prolctarie-n ,noic,ncnt.
Thus, tcachcr Trotslry v.cnt too far ir his systcjn of brlnging
u-ir the irasscs r Bu-t r,.',het docs CoilraCLc ':liriovicf f hilrself I"o]pose? To glrrc, v.ithin thc unioirs, th' first lessons 1i,:
cominlmisiir: lto tcaeh thcm ( ttrc iicls.;cs ) thc _barsic f acts ab-out thc prcl ct ari a.n riio vc,,rcnt . t I{ov. ? t Throu-gh pract i caJ-
c;rpcri cnca, thror-rgh prac'r, ica.-'l- crcation of i;hc r:cv, forins ofprocructlog? Just v;hat thc Opposltion v;ants? Iilot at arl.Zlnovicff-I,cninIs group f avours o. sJrsf,cr: of bringing upthrough rcacing, givin! rioreL-}- pr"eclts and gooo-,"v,cit-thosen
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cxa.mples.r ;;c heivc 500,000 Coiurlunists ( a,mong v,hoin, v;c rcgrct
to soy, the'::c are-rlaJly lstreungcrsr stragglers frorrr thc
othcr v orld. ) to scvcn ia1llior: v. orkcirs.

Acco::d.1ng to Coiirrad.c i,enin, thc ?arty hars drav.n to it-
sclf rthc proletarian vaiilgunrdl. The bcst Cominunists, io
co-operatlon'i;ith spcciiulisto froi.r thc ;ovict c'cottonic ins-
titUtions, rrre sc'arehing hi,.rd. in th,:1r l-;rboratorics for thc
nc1/. forrirs'of Coil,nunist lroGr-,,ction. ihesc Cotanunists, v;ork-
1ng at pre seirt uncl-c:: tl:c carc' of rgood. teachcrs t ir: thc
Suprciac Corrncil of liational iconoi,r;r or othcr ccntrcs, thesQ
Pcters ancl Johns arc thc bcst puplts it is truq. But' thc'
v,orking iaasscs Ln thc traoc r,-rlions ,itust l-oolc to thcsc cxcm-
plary }ctcrs Lnd. Johns and lcarn soncthing frou thcin v'ithout
touclring l.ith thcir ot.-n ha.n'd.s thc ruddcr of control , for it
is ,!too, lcarly ns jlctt. Thc;' havc Inot yet lcarned" enoughr.

In *].cninls opirion thc trade u.nions ' thoJ is, thc v:or-
klng clilss orgaiJtisations arc not thc crcators of the Com-
munist forms o.f pcoplcts ccotlot,ty, for thclr scrvc only ati a
eonnccting-Irnk betv;ecn thc vangua,rd. a,r:C. thc i-ilns.ics: rthc
trad.e unlons in thcir cuer,ud-ay v or;r llersu-ad-c -na,sscs, inasses-
of that class . .. 1 ctc. l

' That is no'; Trotslry's tclub Slistctol, not a mcdiaevaJ. ' .

system of educat:-o-n. firis 1s thc'Froebei-Pe staJozzit s Gcr*
mafi systei'n (L4) f,ou-ndcd on stud-ylhg cxa,r,rplcs. Trade ru:ions l

inust d.o nothlng vltaJ 1n thc i"ndustries. tsuJ'the;r inust per-
suad.e the masscs. The;. must icccp thc rrils:,cs in tcuch l lth
thc va-nguard, v ith thc ?artlr .,i.hl;h (rc;tc;lbcr thlsl ) docs
not orla,rnisc'produc'i;1o-r: as :r collcciivc , but onl3r crcatcs
Sovict ccollorxic ir:stltutions of er he tcrogcncolrs colJposition,
v.hereto it appoints Cormunists.

'r&ileh system is bcttcr? fhis ,1s thc ou-estion. TrotsJcy t s '

systein, v"hatcver it ,nay be ln othcr rcspccts, is clci'lrcr #1d.
thercf6r-- litouC rcal. On rcad.ing bo'o.lcs andt stud.ying exanples
talccn froia good.hcartcd. ?ctcrs &nA Johns , one car.nnot'ad.vanoc ' r

cd.ucation tbo f ay. This inust bc rcineinb6rcd, aJ:d. rcrncinbcrcd.
v; e l-1

Bu]charinls.groupoccupiesthc,',icr.d.].cgrou.r:d.0rrather,
it attciapts to c5-orAinatc both systcms of-gp-bringlng-.' 'lfc ' :'
inust notlce , ,ltoir,er1er, that it too-,f ails to recognise thc . I '

prlnclple of lnd.epend.cnt crceitivencss of the unions in in-
d.ustry. I.n thc opinlon of Sukharrints grou,p, thc trz'Lde
u-nions pla3r a:Croub1c r6l-e (so it is proelaiiacd. i-n thcir
thesls ). bn thc onb hand. it ( obvlou-ily lthe r61c t ) tai<es



on itseLf -'6hc fi-'-nction of a l school for Co;r,ru-.nisi::I. ,{rd , on
thc otl:cr hanc). , it ta.lcc;3 on th,, fu-r:: ct ioris of en intcrilcd iory
bctv, ccn thc' Pertl: a"nd. thc masscs ( ttr:-s is f roin i cnin t s grou! ).
It takcs otr, 1n othor -, ords, thc r6l-e of :-, oachitle: ii: je ctlng
the v,1de proletarian lilesscs itrto thc active tlf c ( notice, com-
ra'ud.es - tinto thc active lifcI - but not into the crea.tion of
a ncj/r form of econoitJr or into a scayclt for ne,;. forms of pro=
dr-',"ction). Besici-e-.r thelt they (obviously the u-nions ) tn cvcr
i-trcrea.sing d.egre e, must bccoi'no thc coini:onent part both of the
economic iaachine and. of tirc State authority. Ihls is Trots-
icy I s ' jo in ing together I .

The controYcrsJr aga.in rclro-l-vcs not "lroundL the trad.e
unio.ti probleins but aroui, cl thc method-s of educrLting the mas-
ses by means of the unions. Trotsl:y stano.s, or rather stood.,
for a systeia v.hicir, vrith the help of that introrLr-rced. among
the railv;ay v;orkers, ,night halnrner inio the orga.nised- v,'orlcers,
head.s the rilsdoiii of Commu-nist reconsiructlon. B]r means ofIappointeesr, Ishake-u-psI, i-rrd al-l- liind.s of miraruious i.oe Lrs-
ures pro:au1g'a,.ted in cotforinity v;ith Ithe shoclc s).steiiir, 1t
v;oul-d- re-irrake the r,.nions fic thart they ia:-ght joln the So'vict
econo,-:i-c lrstitu-tioni; by grol.th, and_ beGoixe obed.lent tools in
realising economic plerirs v..orllcd. out b;, the Su-preine Corlncil of
liat ional Econoi:ry .r, . , ; ., ::l

Zlnovieff a.-nd- lenin are not in a hu-rry to join up the
trad.e u-nlons to the Sov:-et eccnonic machine. Thc unions,
they sayr shall reinain rr-nions. As regards prod.uetion, it
v;ilI be rr-ln andi m:yiaE{cd. by ne-n l:hoin l.,e choose. lihen the trad.e
unions ha,ve brought up obed.ient i',.nd lfdr-,strious Peters a,nd.
Johns, v.e v ilJ- I ir: ject I then lnio the Soviet Economic lnstltu-
tions. Thus the unlons v;ill gradrr-ar-]_J y disappeair: , Crissolve,

The creatior of ne,,,. forils of natio:iaJ ecojloinJr they e n_
trust to the Sorrict bLr-reaucratic institutions. As to tne
u.nions , thcy 

_ 
l-e ave ther.r tl:rc 161e of I s ciro ols I . nducat ion ,t;d.rLcatioir aind i,rorc ec.ucaticn. St.ch is thc i,enin-zlnovieff

slogan. Bulch:;rin, ho,,r.c'\re11, v:u:teiL tto bai:kI on radicelism
iri the SJrsteii: of u-nion e cl.u-c:r,tio.n, a5d., of CoLlrSc, he fg115'
merited. the rcbuke froin lenin together r,,.,i'oh thc nickr:aile of
t Sii;rid icomist t . Bukharii: :-rnri his grollp , l,.hile cinpl: eLsis i-ng the
ed.uciLt j-onal pa.rt to be playcd by,the uni-ons in the -orescr:tpolitical sitr,ration, star:d for thc i:nost coiapl-ete !,,orl{ers I

deilocracy insic-l-e thc unions, for v.id-e ele ciive pov;crs to the
u-nions - ,rot cnl;r for the el_ective principle gencra.lly app-
lied, brrt for non-cond.itional electlon of d.elegates nominated.
!y tne u-nio-us. l/hat a d.eilocracyl Thls sinac.kecl of the very
Opi:osltion itself , rf i-b v;ere not f or onc CLif f crcnce. &g_



o. E,ESTRICTINS CREATIVENESS

.[g$erg]*Qp_t:_og,_LroAS:q!_ :.n the uniors thc nrj.nd-lgrrs and ere-
,+_-:ri,itr.-"f ;UL{_9-og

g}J,E l9n1+-49-gltt:.r.ril-"? a- .* ."-t
s:hegls I?r. Ca,. is+l , .@rin
not pl.iry l"ith the electirre p:'inclp1e, i,.hen e rerybodJ, knov,sthlit it v;ifl do no gooo or bad, tc.-the systelr of ::tunirl.ng in-dlp!ty?'--ror, as a maltter of f a.ct, thc -coi:trol of induEtryv,i1I still ::einair: or-itsid.e the ur:iors, beyond- tirelr rc,'ach,'in thc heinds of the soviet i;:siitut,1<irs.- Br-rkha.rin rcmir:d.s
u-s of those teu,chcrs v.hc cai,ry on caucei:-on in cor:ror,riiy-v"ith the c1d. sysi;c..i by ,,iea,ns or tbooks r, ryou- rnust learnthat f a,r and no further I , v.hllc er cou-raging r self- activii;. t
of thc pu*oi1s .. . 1n orgarlsi.r:g da,.nccs,-cn{ertaininents etc.

In thls 1, aXr thc tv;o syste,rrs ( f O ) qnite coiirf o::t ablyLire togcther iind squ.,.rc up v,ith onc ,:.ndther. But vhat theou-tcome of al-l- thls v,111 be, a.nd l,hat dr_.,-ties v:ill the pr_rpllsof these teachers of ecrectics be able to.p.,rforii - that 1sa diff erent _qucstio.ri. rf coi,rraide Lunachar-shy v cre to--oiI_approve at arll the educatiof_"l ineetlnas of rEclectic heresyt
lilce this, the positlon of the ;'eopicYs co;nni=s*r:-ai tn
Edu-cattion v.ou-Id bc preccurious i.nclccd. :

llov"ever, there is no ne ed to u-nc.ere stimate tjre educa-tional: method.s of ou-r ler.,d.ing ecrari+des in rc"<iird" to tht ="

!5ad.e u-nions. !he;r ;.,11 , Trotsklr ir:clr;_Cied , ::EaI1se tha.t 1nthe inatter of c'clucaiion, tser-f-ictivltyr df ttre ,rns""= i;--not thc least f actor. Thercfore, they. ai,:e ir: search of such
? plpll r,.herc t::acle u-rions, v,ithoiit a;r!- i.i::in to the prevail-
lng.bureaucr;:.tlc sJ,stel,r of rlr-nning the indt:.stry, ild ij.evelopthcir initlatlve a-"rd- their cccnoinlc cr.eati're pbr"rul

Thc l-e ast ]ra::;nfu.l slrherc v.hcre the tlasscs coul-cr- ri&r1i-
f est,their setf-actirit;r* ars r:.c11 r,s thcir tpartlcip*tion ir:acti'vc l.1tc t ( ogcorC.lrig io Bulcharin ) is-tne- sphere- oi t "ttor-:iient of thc v o::"kers t lot. The, ,;orkc::s r oppositlcn pays aglol.t, $"o] of attention !o this Questio-n, ard. yet 1i icnov,sthat the basic sphc::c of class cieatior: is the" crcrition of
npv: .irldurstri::l- ecoflorriic for:iis, of ri.hich the bettc::inent of-
'Ehe v.orkcrs I lot is onl;r a ltart :*

". {n TrotsJcy and !lino rieff t s opinlon , all proil.uct ior: i.nustbe 1n!tiateci ane acr justcd" by,- tirc Sovl et'tr,stitutiors, v hilethe tradc unions are acl.viseE to perforta a r.ather' r.e stri.t"A,
though usefu.l-, vor.lr of i..rpro'rrinc; thc lot of thc vorlrers. cbm-rade Zlnovieff , for instarlce, s-;s in d-istrlbu_ti.or: of cloth-
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1ng the Ie conomic r6-re r oI thc u,nio.r:s , at)c1. explains: rthereis no irore |nporta.nt probleia tha, tt;t of econouy; to repairone bath-hou.? i! petiograd. at pru=uni is ten times ,ore im_portant than detiverli:g-f ive goSd i"ciurus. t

. :,trat is tnis? A naive , inist aken viev. ? 0r a cons er-ou-ssu-bstltution of _organisii:g 6.".iiv" In"sLs in tlr.-*iit ure ofprodr-lctior: 
?n.d" devSl oplnenl of .creative abiIi,oi.",-iy restric_ted ter,sks of hoi,ie ecoi:o.lics, hou-sehotd. dutles , etc.? r.n soine_

Hl3l"*tr";:rt la,st.age, tl6 .;;; ft oust t is expi.essed byrrurJstry. fle very generousl;, proposes to the traO.e rlr:lon-s iodevelop the greaieEt in:-ii"iiro" p;;;i-irr" in the eco,oinic fleld.
'But v;here shall- this lnit iat irre express it self ? In rput-titig glass I Ln }lu shop l. incov or f ilrlne u-p a pool i, frontof the f actory ( froia Trotsli;, t s speec[ at-trr6 ,,ii:ers r congress ) ?coinracle T::otslqy, take i2ity an usi rror this is mererJr thesi:here of hou-se-rulr-riiig. - Tf ;;ou inteiia to ::ed.uce the ereatilre_ness of the unr-o-ns to such a b-"gr.ee, tiren-th;=""io""-r;i;1;:"-come not schools for co,:ir,:iu-nisi,:, "but 'piu.""= v.here they trairiroeople io beco-oe jar:itors. It'is trir-e that Cornrade TrotsJcyatteirpts to v.iden tire scope of the rserr-acti"iiy-rf the inas_ses I by 1ett1ng. their pariici_g:ate not 

-in 
an ind-ependent iir:prove_ment of the v;oikers ] 1ot , oy the job -on1y tne r i.nsane r ,iorlcersr

lqirosi'ci-on.goes'chat rar), !..I b;.",i*r.irs lessons fro;n ihe sup_reme cour:cit of the lTatlonal acohomy--or"ti.i" *",rr;""i.'u.f,v
' ',[henever a cj,-]-estion :gi:"Iling r.o.r:kers is to be d-ecid.ed., ,as for ii:sta,rlce about d.isiribi-'Ltion"oi iood or la.bour pov,-er, lti! !"c:esser}r tha'b the trade unlons 

"r.o":-o -icr:ov; u"r"iry, not 1ngeneral- ou-tline as ;nere c:-t,lz"n*, -nit-:*or,-Jiloro.r-ijiiy 
tir" v;hor_ecur::ent v,oi'lc thait is belng aone !y tire si-r1:re,:re cor,rr:cil of Nat_ional ^ilco,o".y ( speech of iec. bo j'. -trr" 

tea.chers from the sup-rerfle cou-ncil of NatioiiaJ- xconoi,:y not only force th;-trad.e,unions Ito carry out r _ptai:s, irit ;h;rr-;.i3.-;""pr"i, io*i""i,puplls thelr ciecrees. I Thi; is afretr.;. a step forv,ard- in coflt_parison v,itl: the SJ.stein that fr-rlctions" at present on the ra11_
V,-aJ/ S .

To e'very thir:klng ',,.orker , 1i is crear , hor,, e \rer, that _out-ting. in glass, useful- as it inay be, has r:othlng ir: coinitoi,r v,ithru-nning indrr-st::.t i rrrodrr-ct 1ve rbrces u"a thei, E" rreropinent cr.onot find' expressiorl 1n thls v.ork. The real-Iy iinpo rtant questiofist il-l is : hov; to cievelc-o the irroduct iue f orces. IIov, to build.such a state of .eco.no;,ry by-*r.;;i;'g-;h; rev, l1fe v,ith prod.ucti-o.n,
a".nd- hov, to eriiaira,te oi,p"6a.."itiye iatlour ers :nuch a.s poqslble.A PartJz i,ray brins-.,up a ied solc]i.",--u-ioritical- v,orker or arexecl'r.tive v,orker to carrjr out the pr:o jects arr"aay-1alc1 out.But it ca;rnot ,d,eve,Iop u. 

"creator of* col,:r,rrn-nist e"orrL,ry, for onl5r
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a union off erg a^n o.oportr:r:ity for deirelopin6 the crea.tiv-e
ab11.1tles along nev. 11nes.

ti;oreover, this is not the task of the ?arty. The Party
task.,is to create the ecild.itions - that is, givb freedoiir to
the l,orking masses uniteCL b:y commcn ecorornic indu-strial aims -
so .that v.orkers ca;r become r,.'orlcer-creators, f ind nev; iral:ulses
for uork, v,ork ou-t a nev.'sl.,stem to util-1se labour pov.er, ffid
Criscover hov; to distribute v'orkers in crcl.er to reeonstru-et
socie.ty, Md thus to ereate a neti, economic order of things
f.oulrded. on a Comlrunlst basi-s. Onll,. l.orkers carl geJes"ate ig
thelr inincr-s ne!, .,,rethods of orga+iis!p€ 1a!oul-_ag_lilf=-]S. ,un-_n1flE ]-ndustry

T EC HNIQU E A ND ORGANIZATION

This is a simple ma.rxist truth, a.nd yet at present the
leaders of our Party do r:ot share it v.1th us. i,hy? Because
they pLace inore relia,nce on the bureaucratlc technicia,rs, d-es-
eend.ar:ts of the past, than on the healthy elemental class-
creativeness of the v,c::icing inasses. Tn every other: sphere y"e

may hesitate as to v;ho i.s to be in control v,hethe:: the l,or-
kersl col-lective or the bureeuucratic specialists, be it in the
matter of ediucation, d.evelopment of sclence, organisation of
theiArm;rl, care of ?r-,.blic l{eal-th. But thez.e 1s one p1ace, that
of the ecollomy, :ti,here the question as to v,'ho shal1 irave control
ig'ver;r slinple ard clear foy everyone v,ho has not forgotten
history.

It is 'l.e1I krov.n to evei"y ma::xist that the reconstru.ction
of iricl.ustrJr a,r:C. the developneht of the creative forces of a
cowrtry depend" on ty,o f:rctors: on the develo'1:nent of technlque
anii..'.on the eff lclent orga-nisatj.on of labour by :rea.Lrs of increas-
ing productivit;r anil- flnair:g.ne? i.nceritives to v,ork. Thls has
been true d-rrrlng e\rery .ce::iod of tr:'nsforiratior: from a lovler
p!age of econo,oic cl.ev-elopinent to a }:igher" oite thror-rghout the
hlstory of huinan existenee. ,

, In a v.orkerst repu'bJ-ic the develo.oiuei,t of the prod"r,,-ctive
forees by rneans of technlrrue plays a second.ary r0l-e in cornpar-
ison vritl: the seccnd f a.etor:, that of the ef .iicient orga.nisatioi:
of l-.abour, and the creation of a nev. systeia of economy. Even
1f Soviet F.ussia succeeds in carryi:rg out completely its pro-
ject of general el-ectrlf Lcati-on, v;lthout i.trtrofLr.:cirg any essen-
tial- chalge 1n the system of eor:trol and. organisatlon of the
people rs economy and. proC.uction , 1t v,roul-d on1;r catch up v;ith
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the ad-vaneed. eapitalist coi-rntries in the rnatter of d.evelop-
rrr a n -l-IIIUIJ L,

Yet, ln the efflcient utltisai;ion of tabolrr pon.,er a.nd. i.builcling up a nev. sJrsten of p::oduction, :.ussia"r,l laboi,rr f lnds
itsel.f in e:;.ceptionally f avourable circuir:sta.nces. These
gi've her the oirrortunity 1o leave f ar behitid- aJ-l bou::geois
caplta,list cor-u:tries in the,ques'cion of developing the proa
d.uctlve f orces. Unei,i,olo;iinen'u ers an i-L: centlve to labou:: in
so cial-ist,)-u-ssia'L has been ciore a.T/" aJ,' v. i'rh. Ilev; poSs ibilities
areopenforav,orkin8c}asstj:athad.beenfreecrfrolnt1re
"volce of capital , to hav'e its o!.n crea.tire say iri f incirr,6 iiev,
incentives to labor-,-:: afld the creati-o-n of nev. for,ns of -orod.u-ction v,l.rich l.ill harre had.:io preced.ent in al-l- of human l:is-
t or;'.

ilho can, ho,,'.ever, C.e'rreJ-op ihe neeessarlr creatiyeness and
keenness in thls s-ohere? Is i'0 the bu-rea;utcrat,tc elements,
the head-s of the Soviet 1ns'bitr-rt ions or ihe industriaJ u-nions ,
r.hose inernbers ir: thelr experi-ence of regrouping v,oi'liers in
the shop come across eyeatiye, usefrl, p::aetical methods that
caJt be a1:piled- in the llr-ocess of reorganising the erti::e sys-
tem of the people t s economS:? The ,,orke rs I Opposition asserts
tlnat afrnj-nistration of 'che ,oeopl ers eeo,no;ity is the tradre Lln-
ions t job a,nd , therefcre, that the 0i:i:osition 1s ioore rearxist
in thought than ihe iheoretlcaJly trained lea.CLers

The :iorlcerst Opposition is nct so ignorant as v.hoIIy to
und-erestimate the grea.;b value of technical pro6ress or the
useful-ness of technical-Iy tralned nen. It does not, therefore
think that after electing its ovn bod.y of control o'irer indus-
try it inaJr saJ'el;, d.is"riss 

"he 
Suprene Cour-neil of ltTational

Iconoiny, i;he central lndrr-strial coiii,irittees, econoinic ceritres,
et c. liot at all. The r,,'oi:.i(ers t 0ppos 1t 1on thir':ks tha'r; i-b
must nssert its 01.n cor:tro] o\ier these techni callg valuable
ad.ininis-bra'ci've certres, girre the;,r theoret j-cal taslts, a,rC,. use
thelr services a,s the capite.J-ists di-d. v"hen they hired- the
te'chnieians in o::i.er to carr;rr out thelr ov;n schemes. Speclal-
lsts ca.n d-o iralu"abl-e v.or"lc in d.eveloplng the ind.ustries; they
can.nake the i,.orlcersl inanual labor-,-r easierl they aye neces-
sary, indisl:ensibLe, just as science is fud-lspensibl-e to
every rising and. d.eveloping class. But the bourgeois spec- 

:ialists, even v,hen Comieunist la"bels are pasted on thein , are
pov"erless physi call;r ar:d too t.eak mentally to CLevelop the pro-
d.uctive forces in a non-capitalist statel to flnd nev,'inethod.s
of labour organi-satior': and to Crevelop nev,' tncentives for in-
tensif ieatlor: of labour. In this, 'i;he last viord belongs to
the v,orlclng class - to the incl-ustrial- unions.



' 'rfhen the rislng bourgeols crass, ha.ving reached. thethreshhold. leadlng from meaiaevaJ- to'modern"trmesl Jntered_into the econonic battle l;ith the decaying cl_ass cir reud.al
l-oral ,. it d.id- i:ot possess any techr:1cai rEvu",rtugu*-ove,th9 latter. The tiader - th6 first capitaj-lst vias 

"o,n_pelled to !w gooas from that er,aftsorri or journeyma.n v:hoby ruea,ns of hand. riluq, lenife, ffid primitivS s.oiohr", ,ru.produclng goods both fcir his imastelr (tne f anAiorO) anafor the outsid.e trader, v;ith v.hoil he ente::ed. into a rfree,
trad.e agreement. I'eudil eco-nojnJr having reached a cu-l_rnina_ting point 1n 1ts grga.nlsatlor,r- .*u..uo"to glve aJly surplus,a.nd. the-re began a deErease in the g"or,:tr. oi proauttive for_ces. Huinanity stood face to f ace liitH trre aiternriir,"* ofelther economic d,ecay or of findir:g ner,; incentives for rab_our-, -of creattfrE, gonpecluently, a rel, econoinic syste. v.-hlihv;ouLd inerease productl-ri:-ty, v;idei: the scope of lrod.ucti;;;and open nev; possrblrlties- for the de.velopilent-oi-proo.uctiveforces

, l,?ro eoul-d. have found" and. evollred. the nev; rnethod.s 1n thesp.lrere of lndustrial reorganisatlon? l.Tone bu*,, those classrepresentatl'yes v,ho hadr not been bor_r_nd by the routine ot-ttrepast, 
-v.ho understood that the splr:diei and cutter in the hand.sof a ehattel sl_ave produce incoi,rparr"l_r j, less tha;r in the,hlndg of. su€posedly free hired n,6"tu"s", behlnd. l,hose backstands the incentive of econoilic necessity. -

Thus the. rislng crass, having for:-i:rr. ,r..here the basie 1n-centive to labour ray, buiit on ii a co,:rprer sy=i",,r-great 1nits.ov;n uay: the sysl6m of cai-.itarist pr6ducti;;. ---rf,e 
tech_nlcia,s only cafire to the aid or capltJists much r_ater. irr-"basis v,.as ttre.i:eu system of lapour';rg*;;rti.rl ,""j"trr" nev;reLations that v,ere estabrlshed betv;eEr:- capital a,ra raboo", ''

The sarne 1s trl,_c at oreserit, lTo specialrst or technic_ian lnibued v;ith the routlie of the ."pit"ir;-;i*il,r"or pro_d'uction cafi ever introduce Lt,try vlsy; cre.1f,f'rs r,iotlve ard vltat-lsing innovatior lnto the rieids ot talour orgarr_sation;-i;creating and adjusttng a cominurist ecorloiri[. Here the funct_ion, belongs to the v,oilre::s r cotiectives. The g*eat 
""rili."-9f the lrrorkers'Oppositlon is that it rri.owrrt ip trrl. ouest_ion of supreme importance frank]y *a opunrv belore tn6 rrarty.

.,, coiarade lenin coilsid.ers that voe can put through a com_
TY-nrst pla"n on the econoinic fierd !;r *"a-ns of the 1:arty. rsit so? First^of *lf ,_Iet us consid6r hov. the Iarty-ir,_nctions.Accord.ing to Comraid e 

-lei: 
in , r it attracts to ltseIf th;-;;:-"-'guard of l.orkers_t; theri 1t'scatters tl:ein o.r"i-"rrio"*'soyletlnstitutions (on1J,r a part of the vangu-ard gets back lnto the



trad.e unions , v,,here the Co;ninu_nist ile;abe rs , hoy.-ever, are d.e_prlved of an op.oortungty of $ir"ctt;g-and.'tuitaing'up thepeople I s economy). These v:e rl--trarnEo , f althiur.,"ana per_haps 
. 
very talented Comiriu-nist'econo,:ri.t. d.lsintugrri; and d.e-c?y in the gei:eral eco.ilorilic inrstitr,,-tions, In su,ch aJr ati-nos-phere , the inf r uence of ,rhese coinrac-le. 

'i. 
, ;.k;;;;, "iaarjred 

,or entirell; l_ost

the class atinosphere r-s thlEker, ,;ire cojnposltion more hoino_geneous,,.ihe taslcs that 'r,he coriecti.rre i-s f aced v;ith inoreclosely bound ri.ith the iie,.;ed-iate liie and laibour neecls ofthe procl-ucers^thei;rse1ves, of the ineinbers-of f actory and. shop
-coinliittees, of the f aetcrJ/ ina-nageiaent iuic. the lni-onsr cent-res. , Cre:ttiyeness ar:d. t:l-e search for ne,,r. forns of prod.u.c_tion, for ne,;,, i,centi.ves to i;b;.i";*i,,i- orc.er to inclease .llro_d.uctlvity-, m?{ be ge:.rerated ori;, iri ti." bosom of this lratu-ralclass colleetive. -on1y the va-ngu-ard of the class ca-n ereaterevoruJion, bo! o,i11, the v,hoie ;i;= ;; d.e.ve_1_op through itseveryd-ay expe,ience- the pr:retical v_ork of the basic cl-as.scol-iectiues. 

l

i/hocver c-r-oes not belierre 1n the basic spirii of a classeollective - ar.nd- this cor lectiye is rrort fuli;. 
"ip"""ented.by the tracie nnlons inust -ou-i a cross over the Coinilu-nist re-co"nstructioi: of soci"!r.- 

_ irbrtirJr ir"""tli:sjry or preobrajenskylenin o:: Trotsky- can iirf ar-r-1b1y p.l=i, io the- foref ront bynears of the ir i:arty ,naehine tnose l..orlcers abl_e to find and.polnt out -ner; a;-rproaches to the r:"r" *y.te,l of proaortiorr.Such v.or,lcers gan-ne irushed. to the froni o.i.ttrr by life_experi_
?l.u itself , . froia the ra-r-n.lcs of those v.iho "cir"iry-proo.uce a;rd"orga.nls e Bro d.uct i on at the s aire i ime.

This consideratior_, v,hich shoul-d. be yerJr sim.ot e andclear to everJ: ;tracticai inan,,i.s rost 
"igt t of by our pa.rtylead-ers, -.t--isj!rrqssib-le to'cr-ecree_ ccini:ru-nisin. rt ca..n be :treatecl oFrllFffi- o""f,, ir,ro.tlgr.

i'istakes, perhaps, br-rt only ty' ttre "r.utio" por.rrJ or trr" v,:or-

8. THE PROGRAMME Otr THE OPFOSITION

The carclinal- poin'o of the controversy ,chat 1s taJcingplace roetv.eeti. the .,,_a1t;, lead.ers .a11d. ttte li6rkers r OppO*itlonis thls: to vohoin v"ir-l our part;r entru-st ,'he lullciii!-or .the
Corrununist e conolllJ/ - to the Sr-rple,le Council of jlatiofai-zconoiay
v.1th al-1 its br-r:reeiucrati-c bra"irches? Cr to the ind,strlaJ-uflions? coiora"de Tr:otsk;r l.a,r:ts rto joinr ttre trad"-rrraiorru to



the Supreme Counej-l of people rs ilconomy, so thaLt, v;ith theassistance of ^the Latter, 1t riright le !6ssible td .nrl1ou op-the forroer. coairades r,enin and--zino'vibff , on the oiiru, hanh,
l;a"nted. to rbring upi the masses to such a'level of Commrrnlst'
und.ergtanding that they could. l:e painlessly absorbed. into the
saroe Sovlet institutlor:s. Bukharin a^nd th"e rest of the fac-
!1ons express essentlally the sailei viev.,. Variations exist only1n t?.-v;ay they put it; trre essencc j-s the stujre. 0n1y the riorl
E*rP 

I Opposii;ion eri:resses soinething entlrely airrereirt , de- 
- -

f end.s 
. tl:e p:lo1e'; ari a"n erass viev,po int :-n the" 'very pro ee6s ofcreation aicd. realisation of 1ts tasks

'rhe ad.mi.nistrative econornic i:octy in the v,orkers r republied.uring-t]'," present tra..nsitory' perlod inusi be a bod.y aireitlye]ected..bytheprod.ucersttremse1vcs.A11theothei'ad'min1sI-
trative econornic Soviet lnstltutions should serre only as exe-euti;re centres of the economic poficy of the al1-iraportarlt
economie body of the v.orkers r re.c1rb1ic. A11 else i-s goose-stepplng, that shov;s d.lstrust tov.arc.s the creative abllit:-esof the v,'orlcersr -distrust i,,hich is not coilpatlble v;1th the pro-
f essed ideal-s g{ our ?art;r, v;hose verJr stiength d.epend.s 

-orr'ttru
BerenniaJ ereatirre splrit- of the prot-etariatl

There v;111 be nothlr:g surlrisir:g if at the dr.pproachlngParty congress, the sponsors oi i;he d.ifferent ecoir6inic'refdrms,tt;ith the sir:gle exception of the i/orlcers r 0p.oosltlon, v;il1
come to a comlron understanding through mutu-aL co;r:proiaises aJtdconcessions, sinee there is no essendlal controvelsy amoRg

The ;r'orl<ersr Opposltion alone v.'it1 not a^nrl inust not coin-promise. fh:.s does a.ot, hol;everr oeai.r that it ris aiirring ata spl1t I . ][ot at aJ-I. rts t as]c' is ent irely d.if f erent . -Even
in the event of d.ef eat at the congress, it inust re,.rain in theParty:. u9 "!"p by step stubbornry aerena 1ts point of .ulev,-, '

SaVetheParty,c1ar1f1r11gc1ass1iires.

cnce more in brlef : v;hat is it that the ,;rorkersr opposi-
t 1'on v, a.rat s ?

(1) To form a body froi* the v;orkers - ppod.ucers themse'lves- for ad.ininlste::irig. the peopl_e fs economy

(Z) For thls lu-rpose, (i.e. for the iransformation of the
ur:ions from the r61e of passive assistance to the economic
bod.ies, to that of a.c'i;ive purticlpatlon and- inzur:-festatior: oftheir creat,irre initlatiye ) trre i,,/oilcers I Opposition proposes aseri?s 9f preliiainary measures aimecr at a.r:-orderly a"r:d-grad.ualreaj-isatioi: of thls airl.

,..

;i;
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(,i) Tra"nsferrlng of the ad.,ninistrai.tive fu-nctions of 1nd-gptr;r-liio the hs:,ncl.s of the unior cloes not take pl_ace rurt1lthe Al-1*Rr'.ssian Central lxeeuiiue Coia.aittee of tire trade un1-ons has found. the said ur,:icns to be able a^r:d, sufficiently
prelrai'ed. for the taslc. :

(4) Al-1 appoirit;nents to thu' ad,ainistrative econoiiric pos-itloris shall be inad.e v,ith corsent of the urion. Al_l ca.nd.i-ctates r:oii:inated by the unlon to be Jror.r-reidovabre. Al_1 
".spon-slble off lcials- appolnteC. b;r the u-nio.ris are res,oo-nsible to itarcl nay be recall_ed by it.

(sl r-r: orcler tg rarfJ out al-r these rlro.irosals, it j-s
ilecessarJr to strengthen the raL:lr and. file-nrrcleus in the uni-
lls, ,rld to .orellare f actori, arlcr shop coirunittees for runningthe ir:d.ustrles.

(0) ny mears of eonceritrati.ng in one boc'Ly the entrre a.d.-atllristratlon of the publ1c econoiny (v.ithor.;t 'bire cxisiing d.ual-is.;: of tlr su-pi'e:rre council- of l:lational_ Econoiny a^r:d the xl_l-F.ussian X'xecutive Comnittee of the tra1te ur:iohs) thei-e llustbe createcl. a singleress of v,,ill v,hieh r,, ill make it "o=y fo 
-

ear::y out the p1a.n and- put lnto llfe the Coinml_nist sysiein ofprod.uction. Is 'chis sJrnolca]-lsm? Is not ,chis, on iir" eon_tla::J., the same as v;hai; is statec,- iL-" ou-r ?arty programrle, a,nd.are not iire elenents of 1.;rinci.or es sig.iied ry tne r6si of 'the
coir::afres d.eyiating froi,i it ?

O\I Bt]RIATJCIIACY A\I D

SELF ACTIVITY of theMASStS

1. INITIATIVE... AND THE ROOTS OF APATHY

Is 1t tc be bu_reaucracJr of, sel-f-activity of ,uhe itasses?Thls is the second- poir:t of the coltroversy Letv.ecn the -t-eadersof our Pa.rty er.nd. the iiorlcers t Opposition. The cr-u-estion of
n}1r."aucracy v;as rr:.ised- zird. only-ir-,-perf iclally d.iscussed. at theelghth sovlet congress. Hereii-., just as in ihe quest:-on on the
.q?rt to be pJ-ayed by the traLc,e rr-nlons a.nd- their problcins, thed.lscusslon v,.r.s shif ted to a v.rong char:nel. The contro versy on
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this cluestlon is more fu:rd.aaren'bal than it inight seeiii.

The essctlce is ihls: v,]rn'c s;"steri of edininistration in
a v;c,rlcersr republic d.r-.,.ring the period- of creation of the
econonic ba.sis fo;' Co:rrrurisirr se clr-l:es iitol:c freecl.oin for the
class creative pov;e;rs? is 1-b ei brr.reaueratic st.lte systein
or a s1'stetn of '; ici-e lsrac'cieal sel-f-ac'uiv'ity of the v.orlcing
masses? The qnestion rclates to the sJrsteia of ad-ininistr:L-
tlon a;rd. t}:e co,ntroversy arises 'lctv,een tv o d ialnetrically
opposecl. principles: brr.reallcraclr or. sel f-activity. "A-nd yet
they t-r."J,- tc squeeze it in-;o the scope of the p::oblen that
coi:rcerns i'bsel-f onl;i v,1th iaethocis of ranii,rating the Sorriet
inst iti-rtions I .

I-Iere 1i e obserrre the srure substitution of -blre st',-b jects
discu-ssed as tl:e one that occu-rred. 1n the d.ebates on'bhe
trade ur:ions, It is necessary to s'bl',te C.efinlteJ-;i and
c1earl;, that iralf-measlr-res, ch;i^nges in relations betv.een
central bod ies and local eco-noiuic orgaxrsatlons , and othrr
sr,-ch petty flol1-essentlal lnno'vations ( such as reslronsible
off lcial.s or the' in jectior: of PartJz ;lembers into the Soviet
lnstltrr.tions, !,;here the se Comirru_nlsts ars su_b.je cted to al_l-
the b:r.d. i.rif I uences of the prevailing bureaucrat ic s jistein,
and. disintegrate a.,nong the eleiaents of the for:ner bourgeois
class ) v. i11 not brl-.ng t ii.e-:iocra-bisation I o:: 1if e into the
So viet inst itt:t ions

This i-s not the poi.tr'r hov.errer. Every ch1ld 1n Sov:-et
Russ-ia k4o'; s that the vital ltroloJ-.eyi is to *qav: -ths r;.:ifls i .\ ..

to1li'ng ',ilasses of y orkcrs, ileasarits arid oth-er.p, into .ihe reaj
constru'btioti, of edo.no,ny in, thi p::oJ-etarian sta.te, a.":c jto - :

chang.,e'''tne ei:r:d.itiors .6f tife accord.i-r:gl;i. -'-The to:slc is clea?:'
it is -'ro a"orlse ir:ltiatiue e"nd. self-aeti'rlty in the masscs.
l3i-r.t. v.hat is 1:eing d-o.ne to encptpa-ge, ard develop that init1a- ,

ti'v1e? ". ilotltil6,aJ al-l-. i.u-ite'$'ncicontr,2"3;,.i -,ri i e'very ..urpetl-*-
ii6 v,e cafl ulion the i,o.:"kir,; ,,tleir a.r,d vronen to t efoflte 8,; flev: :,liIle , 'buiJ-d r1! a"nCi 

-assist 't[e Soviet authoritles. t But no' *"'
SoOn6r d-o the i,lasSeS or 1nolr,'icr-r-af grou-ps of v,orkers tntce our
ad.inonition seriousl-y :,.r:d. at'ue;,ipt 'bo a;-11-r1y it in re a,l life
thalr soine bure aucra.tic instittr-tio;rr, feeJ-i-.iig iSnored, hastily
cuts short thc efforts of .the oYel:-zealous ini.hlertors. '; r.

Every cornrade c,at1 oasily recall scol:cs ojl instaulces v;hen
l.orkers tircinselves attciii.otecl to orgarisc d.ining-rooil1s,-_day
nurserics f or child.rer: , tra,nsport at ion of v.ood , et c, Each
tiiae a lively, iini,icd.iate interest in the unclertaiclng filed.
froin the rec'L t&pe, inter:riral:le ncgotiatioris v.lt! the variorls
institutions th;t'brought no ::esu-l-ts ' or rt:551*e d in refusals 

'nev; recluisitlons etc. - ',rl:erever the're v'as a'n opllortunitlr ig-
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d.er the iijtt)ctus of tlie liassus thc,ase_]_yes of thc :rtasses usingthci-:: o1"'n eff orts - to ecrlr-irl a. cr.1:ring-::oom, to store a suppl;rof v'oo d , ot lo orgra.n isc ,. ,a.t"u";., re frr-sa-r alv, ays f or 19x" s6- ,a-fusal frorn thc central_ institutiolii. Expt2-;nations v,u.jrc forth_coi-iing ttrat thc::c v,as no e..rr,.ipncrt ro:, i[.- ali;;;;_rJo,n , ,LacJ..of horses for, tr,Jxspo.,-"tirg-t_hb r.ooci,--c- absc::ce of ar adeq-uatebu-lld-ir:g for the .nurscry. IIov. .,:rr-ch bittcrncss is gcncratoda]nong 'v o::1ilng ,.rcli .ri:d. v.oiacr v-hcn they sec ard. ]cnol,. thali if theyhad' beer giv:l thc right, an!- a.n oppLriu.nity to act, they could.theiesel-ves rrave pe e! rh"'pro ject throrr-gh. .,'{ov. parl_trfr_rr 1t 1s toreceive a. rcfu-sal- of :ccessai,:;1rai,f,cr-ia.,,i_s l.hen si.ch inateri:.,_l_ ha,d.alrcacy bccn for:.li'j aind- 1r.:ocrr-ric,_ by ti:c- V.Oikei"s the;nsel-,res.Thci:: lnitiativc is thc::cfore staltening ar:d. thc d.esirc to actis c-i;,'ing out: tIf ti:at is !rr" ;;;rl-peopre soX, ,1ct offie_1als thc'inse lvcs tal;c c.\tc of us. r r,J i., r,,s,trt, thc::c is sen_eratcd- a ii:ost har;nfu-r divisio,: v,e are the toir.i,g pcoplc,tlsx are thc oo vlct of - i-ci."rsl'oF, rro, cv orything d cpc.nd sIhls is thc v. nol_c troubl-e.

2. TI{E ESSENC E CTT BUR EAUCF,ACY

i'iea"nl-hlJ-c., r h'rt a,.s oy-r part; rcaclcr.s doi.ng? Do they att-eil-ot to flnd the caLr-se of trre er.ii? ao t:,,*;, cirenly adi-ilt tha.tthe j..r: vei'Jr syFtein l.hich l.as car:-j-;cj ori.t ir:t6 rire in::oLl.h theSovie ts , paral-, ses ald o-e:-,,e ens-i""-..rl-,*J"o , thoi-r-gh it 1",.-as ;riea,"itto encoui'age t:ei:: ir:itiatlvc? i{o, oir-r l*rtl, f caders cr-o ,noth_ing of the kird. Ju-st thc olpositj. Tnstcab. of fineil.lg incar,tsto eflcor-1ra.i,c the iltass lnitiati,re -r.,hi_clr. cou-t-cl_ fit pcrfectl;r in_to our flexible soviet lnstit"tio,=l-o..,." part;r read-ers ar-r ofa sud'den ajrioear'li: the r6.l-e of d-efcnders and krrights. of 6ureau-cracJr. Hov, i:1arir co..rract-es f cl-l-ov lrof siqf t s e:ra..tri .- a,nc,t reltcar.tthat Ir- c s,ffe::, noi bec:ru-sy ,i._c ar].cpt the bad_ si_d.es of bu-re au-_craeJi, but becau-sc r'.e rra.ve failed. sb rar to 1eor.o trr" goocl_ones.r ('0n onc corilrrorl pJ-:,;:r, uy iroi;rqri: t;;'j" 
./'u

Br''-reaucraclr is a direct negatio, of i,:ass scrf-activit;ri/hoevei' thercfo::e. ?ccepts the p;il"ipr"- or in.volv irig the nLr,s-scs Ln acti'e par-ticipatlor: as a b"rsis ror iirc ,"i "Eyutcm 
oftlie "v.orkers t repu-blic-, ca^nnct loo}: for ;ood. or bad. sicles in

l:::r*::?g{. i{e :irust'o;r"nr;. ai:e rcso_rr-iu:-;. rc jcct _i,his ir.se_tusS SjzSturrt. .3,]Ioau_cl:]cJr is not a.ilt:oc,-uct of 5r.,-".,,iscr.. aScoi,irac'c ;;lnorrief r trics io cor:vii:ce L1s. ireithcr. 1s. 1t a ::cfr-ec-tion of tbrinil s,-boriii::atlo,.r to *.-,p"rior", gciie::ated."il;r;;i;:"-tarisir, as othcrs assert. Trris ;rrr"io,n"nor: ha,s Ge,,ircr roots. rtis a by-proc1uct of trro sn',.,.rc e:r,.i1se that "i.rr.ri"-*J.r1r"po-ric;r 61,ciou-bl-e- C- e al ir,,l in re 't sl i6 ,- to ,;hc trr-rci C U..i1ic,s , i: :i.r,rc1;r , thegrov'ing i'rf lu-cnce i.t1 'ohe Sor;'ict institutr-ons of ct ereeirts host-
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ile 1n splrit not only to Com,nuitis,,r, bi-'-" also to the elcmentary
aspir^at-i-ons of the,r.orlcing iiiasscs. 3tr-reancrac;, is a scourge
that. pervadres thc vcrJi ,narr:ov of ou-r Party as v.e-]-I as of the
Sovie t lnstitutions. Tnis f aet j-s eli rhasiseCi lo'r; only by the
,,orlce::s I 0p,oositron. It is r-lLso rccoJnlsed" by i,ian;r thoultht-
ful- coinrardes not be-longing to ihls grorr-!.

Rcst:rietions on initlative aTc iinpcsed, not oi:l;r in ye-
gard. to the ae'6l-'rity of th.; nor-iarty ilasse s (ttris i.ould- only
be 6" logieal and rcasonable co:rd.i-tior:, in thc atrnosithe rc of
the ci',r11 r.ar). fhc lnitiatlve of .: arty- ,,re,.ibe::s the*nrsel'res
1s re stricted. nlrer:Ji i:C.cDenii-ci-rt attc,:rpt , cverlr ne'/ thought
that Basscs through the ceisorsi:ip of ou.r.ce i:tre, is co.i:sid-
ered. ris rhcresXI, irLs irvio-l-at j:on of l,a-::t1, disclpllJ:e, as L\"n

attc'tpt tq :-nfr liige oi-1 thc prerogalti!-es of thc ceiitrc, v.itich
i:tust Iforqsee t cver;rthi,.r:5 a-r:ii Io-cire e t crre i';itIiy16 anci any-
ttring. If e*iyihir,.,- is :rot clecre oc.r o;c ^.r-:st r aitl for ih-e tilne
v. ill coiile l.her: tirc cc.rtrc l,t :L-bs I o^i;,lr-r-yg) v,i-l-1 C.ccr:ee. 0n]y '.'

then, a^nii- v. ithir: sharl:ly rcstricie ci 1ii,:i-ts, i' ill orG be *11ov.-
eil- to clrpress one rs I inlil:rtirre t. .;hai x,oul-cl. ltappeii if soir€
of tl:e ireilbcrs of tne ,lrr-ssran Co,l-ru.irrst ?a::ty - those, for
rflstaiicc , .i.J1o 'i,:i:c fond. of blrd-s -. c'rccicr.ed; ,to : fo:r,-.i. a. so ci{ty i

for tirc i)reseryatioi: of bircl-s? The t0-r:a ltsel f Seeitls r-rScfuJ.
It iroes rot in anow ri.t4,' u-nder,tiire a.n;,. I Statc pro j ect I . But 1t
only see,,rs tiris \i.a.J" jtl of a su-cl-ci.er bhere v,or-r-rd- a.Btreai: some
bu-rcaucra'r;ic iitstltutlol v.hlch v.orild cl ai;n thc ::ight to inan-
age this payticu-la:: nndLe::t:.,Iling. Th:r"t pa::iiculalr: ii:stltutlon
v,ou-l-0" iiaine d-1:',te1., tl-ircorpora'rei the society into the Sovie t
inachine, d-ea"dcnir€i, thcreb;r, llhe cl.lrect iritiaiive. ::.nd ii:-
stead of d.irect lniii-at1,ye, ii:i;re l.or-r_l-d. aBpe ar a hea:t of
t:ajler d"ccrees a.nd rugu-1-eiiicns r,.hich v.ould !i're enougl l:orjc
to hu.ndrcds of ot.he r officlals l'.i'rci add. to the l.orll of inails
ano tra;:sport

Thc harii in l)ul:.e,.Lr-cre)cj: docs not onl;i 11e i-n t.5e rcd.
tape as soine cor.rrildes v,oulci v,a"rt i-rs io'ocr.icvc - they,rarriov;
the v,hol e cor:trovc::sr- to the I ani-,aaJion cf' soirict insiitutionst
Thc ha.i',n rlcs in the so-lur-ti.o.r: of all !rcbJ-ci,:rs, not bc inca4s of
'an op-eE e,.rcheunp;eof opi-nioiis or by the imi"iccl,lartc cf :1orts of a"11
cojlceir;:cd, ,but b;i ,iieans of forinal c':ccisions hande cI- d.ov;-n froiii
the centraL li]stitutloi:s. rhes; cecisionsJr,rc i:rrr:ivcd at e1t-
hcr by o:re lrerson or by. €Ln ext::e;,iely lii,rittrC. col lcct.i.uc,
l,hercln thc ii:tcrestcrL pcoplc aTe iir,-i-be oftcn e.ntirel;r absent.
Jqilg thi::(Jcrs.on de-cid.es liour f-.;tc: t_his 1s th;Jllg.ig-_csscirqe
-ql.-Lure-.ae9J qsx.

In the f a.cc of the grov ing sr-,-ffc y:rng in the v.orjiing c1ass,
brought about 'o3r bhe co.nfu.sion of thc prcscr:t tr:..nsLtor-,, ,og-ri,-
od, , burcat-lcracy f inds itsclf particula::ly r.caJ; ai::rC. ii,ri;o';cnt.
,.,iracles of enthusj-a,si:r in stiinulatii:g thc 1_:r:dr--.ctivc forces
and aJ-leviating v,orkin5 conclltions cal only be .ucrformed- by
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the ac';i'vc inlilati've of tnc iLiici:cstcd i'cr"l::.rs thc,nsclvcs,
provid.cd. it is not re strrctcil- ano reprcsscd. at oyerJr step by
a hierarehy of I].r;:iitissi-olsr and. lCrccreesr.

.l,iarxists, ar':d- Solsheviks 1n partlcula::, have be cn stroilg
and llo!,erful- in that the;. rc.vo,: strcsseci thc policJi of imined.i-
atc suecess of 'rlfe ijlovcr,lcilt . ( firis '1 inc, by the tr;a$1 has al-
1. a;is bee n f ol1ovrdd" bJ, the opportui:ists- compronisers ) . i..arx-
lsts havc a.l-r,,cJrs atteiaptefr to pu.t the r.orhe ::s a{t s'r;ch condl-
tions es v.oul-C, give the; the opportu-.nit;r 16 iempcr their rev-
olutionary l. j-11 a,nd'co ci.evclop thej-:' c:'ca.t i-vc abllities. The
l,orlcers I lnltiativc is inclispcnsible f or rr.s, and. yct v.'e d.o not
givc .i b a chance to devclop.

Fea:: of critlcisi.l a;:d of frccdroiit of thoughi, bJ. co,irbin-
irg to;,ether l.r-bh burcatlc.racy, often prod.uce rj-clicr-r-lous res-
ults. fherc ca"tr bc no scl f - act ivi'Uy r,. it.:ou-t f rccii.o;,t of thou.g!.t
and- opi::i.on, fo.r: self-:rctirit;; iila.nifes'bs i-'1,;:el f ;161 oaly in
initiativ-e, action and. v.crk, brr-t in ildependent -bhorr3ht as v;e1l-,
,ie girc no free C.o,;: to class activit;,'-, v;c Eire a"fraid. of critic-
isar, 1.r.e ira;yc ceascc to r"c1;,- or thc,r._1.sses: hence v.e ire;ve itr,r-r-
c alr-era.cJr ',,. ith us . That i s .;.h;r -f 5s ,ioykcr': t 0pgto s it io"li cons 1-
d-ers tirai; br:.reauci:i1cir 1s our ctic;iJ:, ou,r scotlrgc, aurd. 'che great-
est cianger -bo the fu-tu-re exlstcj:rce of the Connunlst iar'cy 1t-
ca'lfUVII

AGAINST 3U3, EAUC:iA CY III TI{E FAiS,TY

L: ord.er to do 3',,',aJr v ith thc bu-realrcracJi- theLt is f li:d-ing
its shcltcr 1n thc ;oviet institutions, v.e i.ru-st f irst get rld-
of aJ-l br.'i::c?LTcvacj- in thc Party itsclf . That is v"here v.e f ace
the i.iri:ied.ia'uc strug3J-e . tis soor as tI:e PartSr - r:ot 1r: thcory
but 1n ltractice recogniscs'rhe sc-l-f-actirit;, o1 thc ilasses
as thc basls of oLlr Strrie, the Soriet ir:stitutlons v;1il agaln
a,uto:natically bucorrle J-iv i.l:g iL:siitutioiis, ci-lstincd- to carry
out thc Corn;,rutrist piro ject. Thei- v i-'l--r ccasc to be thc irstitu-
tions of rcci- ta.irc and tl:c Iabortrtories for still--born cleerees
ir:to l:hich thcy hauyc r/erJ' raltrdrly degcnerated.

ihat shall v.e c'Lc tircr trt orc-l"cr to c-:cstro;r bu-reaucra'r,cy i.t:
thc l'arty i,.nd rcplacc ii bj, r:orlcers I i'e,no cracy'? First cf all
i-b rs.itcc,essa.rSr to u-nciersta-nri tirat our l-elrdcrs arc v,rong lihen
the;r sayr rjust nol. ri.e agrcc to loosci':i tlic reins sonrevhat', for
therc 1s no i,.iired.:-o.te dar"nger on thc .-rilitary front, br.rt as
soon as,v.e rj.Se:i"n feel tirc oil.i:gcr v:e shal-l r;turn to the illl-i-
'oary sltste,rr 1.n ti:c -a"rt;'. .'i .-iust rciecilbcr that hcroisli saved.
!e'orograd, r.torc -bhan o ji cc Gef ciid.ed. -[,uga,isli, otl:er ce ntres , aild.

3.
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v;hole,regj-ons. iias 1t thc iled Ariny alone that put up the de-
f ence? No. The::c v:as, besi0es, the hero j.c self-r:ctivity and
iflitii:.tivc of the r.ra,sses iltcilsel'ves. L"vcry coinrad.e r,. i1l re-
call -i;hat d"u,ring thc,,ro,,tcrts of ul-.-):tcrie d-arngcr,'thc -.arty al-
ra,Ji6 appea.l-ci., to this sel-f-aci;1vit;r, for it Fiar. in 1t the
shect-a,i:chor of si:,lvation. .;t is truethai et tii,:cs of thrcat-
e ning dangcr, -. arty a;l:il- . class d j-sciplir:c mr;,st be stricter.
There rilust be inorc self-seterif ice , cxactltu-Cte in pcrforming
cl.u-ties, etc. But bet'i.ecr: thesc riia-nifcstations of cl-a.ss s.oirit
i'r.nd. "t1:o rblinc. subord.ir:ationt v.hich is be ing ac':yo ce-rtcd. ratcly
1n thc 'r'arty, tlrere is a grc at d-if f ercr: ee.

In thc nrliic of = artsi rc6crl.,raiion ai:d thc ef iiliria.tion of
burc&'ucre';c)* froin the So'viet institutions, t.ne .,brlce rst 0ppos*
itlon, togethcr i lth a group of res ponsibl c ,; orl<ers ii: ,"oscou
d"c'rei.rd coinplett; lrcal-isatro:r of aJ-1. i-c,;rocratic ,orinciplcs, no'r,
oitly for tlre prcrient period of respite bu-t al so for iimes of
internal ancl- ez"tcrnal teirsicn. This is thc first ;'ind basie
conditioii f'or the Partyts rbgcncration, for lts retr:.rn to the
prinelples of 1ts -Drograiilm.e, fror:a I l:ieh j_t is inorc s&d nore
devla.tirg i-i: irr::.cticc rr-nd.e r the rrcssurc of c-t cments that are

Iforcign to it.
' The second. colid.ition, tnc vigorous fu1f ilrrcnt of r,.hlch is

lnslstecr upon by the orkcrs r clrposition, is thc e :;i:u-lsion
flom the ?arty of ail non-prolctarian elc.-rents. Thc stronger
thc Jorrlct authorlty becoi,ics, tl:e grei-;te r is thc nLr-irber of
mid.d-lc class', ancl- so:retimes evcfi openly hostilc clerrrcnts, ,jolning the ?arty. The clii:rina.tior: of thesc elerne.irts inu-st be
coatplete a,nd. thorough. Those ln char.ge of it mu-st taJre into
aecou-ttt the f act ttta'a thc nost rerrol-r-rtior:ary elei:rcnts of non-prolctaria.n ori6in had jolncd. the ;rarty d.u::ing.the first 1:er-
1od. of the Cctobe r revolutlon. ilhc i':rrt;i int,st becoile a'i i/ork-
ers I Party. 0n11, thcr: i,. ill- it be able vigoror.rsly to rcpcrJ
all the lnfluences that arc i'lo!, being brought to bea.r on 1t
by Betty-bourgeois clements, peas.:i*nts, or by the f aithful scr-
valtq of Capltaf thc specialists

Thc . o::lcers t Oppositior: proposcs to rcgister al.l i:reinbcrs
i,.ho &rc non-l;orkers and. v,'ho jolncd. the Party since lclg , ar:d.
to rcservc for the;rr the right to arlreal ';.ithin thrce nonths
froirr the cicersions arrivedi si, ir: oiiicr that thc;r inight join
thc tar"t;, again,

i:-t thc sailc tine, it is .ileeUssary to cstabl 1sh a. rv.or:king
sta',tus I for all thosc i'ro.ii-! orkir:g c-l-ass cl cinetrts ,;.ho v;11--l- try
to get, back lnto thc rrarty, blr provid-ing tl:at everJi appllcant
to neiibership of thc.,:artl' nust ha./c lorkcd- a certain period- of
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tiine at lianual J.abour, unii.cr gene::a1 t.orlling corr0itions, bef ore
he beco'.res e J-igible for cnroltaent into the ?arty.

Ihc thir& decisive stci. tor:.ards deinocrr"tisation of the
-rarty is bhe eli,rination of a.1] iloii-r.orl:in; cl-a..ss elci,ients front
ac',,:llnistratlvc i:osltio.us;. -ln r;th.:: u o::cls , thc ccntral , 1:rovin-
clal, and cou.tty committees of the Partlr must be so composcd.
that v,orkers closcly ercclualittcri. ',;:ith thc coirdltlons of, the l,.or-
lcing inasscs shoul-d. lir"vc thc ,orepond.erant majoritJr thcrein.

Closely rcla,toci, to this Crc.,re.r:d stands the fr-r-rthu:: CLc,land
of co.nr,'erting :r.11 our i.rartJ,. ce;rtrcs, be,3-ii:iri.lig froi:i the CeltraJ-
Exccu-'i;j-ye Co.liilittce ri.lrd ir:ch,rd.in3'i,hr; provincial co,JntJ, coianit-
te es, frcr,l i.r-rslitu-'uions talling clire of routi.nc, ever;r-flaJr uor]c,
into lnstituti-ons of co:::trc1 o"\rcr Soviet polic;'.

iic liarre alrcady renarlced. ihat thc crisis in our i)arty is a
Crlr"ect or-r-tco;le of thrcc d.istii:ct cross-cur;:ents, corrqsilolcl ing
to the threc d-1ff e reit so cial groi;.1;s: thc ,.crki.i:g class , the
peas:,ltry a.trd. r:rldcl-l-e class, and elcilcnts of the f cr;ler boui'ge-
oisie - that is, spccic'Jists, technici:rns a,rid- nien of cuffairs.

irobleins o f St aJ c-v. id.e rr-rpo rt ::').n c e coir! cl bo th 'c he 1o ca^l
and cei:tral- Sovlet ii:stituiions, ii:cluifui3 G'ven the Councll of
?eoitle I s Co,-r"iissa::s a..r:C' i;hc Al.l-Lrrsstar:--r Cciitral Executivc Coin-
nittee, to lend a*r.t ear 'co, and confor::l v-ii;h, the se threc ciis-
tinct tend.encics, r'e-lre se.niir:g thc Sroues that coinpose the pop-
ul-atlon of Soviet l?.u-ssia. ,r;s a, r:esr-:j-t, tLrc cIs.ss .l-i-nc of our
genc're-'l- ,:o1ic}r is bh.:-i^::er., ri,nir. thc i'icccss.iry ste,brlit;, is lost.
Consiij-e::atio.i:s cf ite,te i-i:tercsta begln to outi.eigh tire intcr-
e sts of thc ',. cr-r-ci:s .

To he3-p the Centi':.i Conmj-ttee and Party Commj.iiees sLamtl fit*iy
on the side of our class policy, to help them call al1 our Soviet
instj-tutions to order each time that a decision in Soviet policy be-
comes necessary (as, fo:: instance, in the question of the trade unions)
it is necessary to disassociaie the prerogatives of such responsible
off5.cia1.s who, at one and the same tiiae, have responsj-ble poots both
in the Soviet institutions and in the Communist Party centres. ttre

must remember that Soviet Russia has not so far been a sociall;r homo-
geneous unit. 0n the contrary, lt has represented a heterogeneous
social- conglor::eratj-on. Tiie State authonty is compelled. to reconcj-le
these, at times nutually hostil-e, interests by choosing the mj-ddle
ground 

"

The Central Committee of our Party must become the supremedirecting centre of our class policy, tir.e oigan -of -crasei'--ihought
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and control orrcr ttlc lrractical lo1icJ. of thc iovicts, ancL thc
spirituail pcrsoillf ication of our baslc proijrl';nutc. Tc cnsr-lrc
this, it is nccGSS aTy, par,::ticul arly in thc Centrz'1l Comittec,
to rcstrict :.rultiplc off icc-hol-d-ing blr thosc r,-;ho,. v;hilst bc-
ing rnci:rbcrs of thc CcLrtraI Coi,t,rrittcc, al-so oc'ct.:tpy high posts
in -bho So vlct govcrllicit. Ior this pu-r;oose , the ,,brlccrs t

0pposition lJroiJoscs thc f oii-:atio-ti of -.trrty centrcs, v.'hich
v,oulc1 rca-l-J-y scryq cus orEa.ns of id-crr.l- co::ttro1 over thc Sovict
institutions, ffid v.or-r-lcl- dircct 'r;h-j-r' netions al-ong clcar-cut
class lircs. To i-ncrcasu -iar'r;J. actiyit.,, it Loul-d. bc nccessarJrto linplcraent cve ryv.hcrc '!hc follov.ing mcAsrr-re: a* lcast onc
lnif$ _of -l'arty ,.rci,rbcrs in thcs,: ccntics shor:l-d bc pcrnancntly
fofbld"dcn to aet a"s Part;r i,rcmbcrs and. so;ict official-s a.t the
S ar.1c t ii:tc . '-

Thc fou.rth baslc .cl-criand" of thc , orl<ers, Opposltlon is
that thc }a:rty,rust revcrsc 1ts poliqy ir rclation to the el-

31lpointilents are per;nisslble only as exceptlons. I atcly 
,they ha;vc bcar-r.n to pr;i,aiJ- as ii rr.lc; - ,.,ipofu:ti,ierts a,rc {cyyl

char:rctc;'istlc cf burcau-ci:acy, rurd 1.t a! pr-se-nt thiy :_r.l1c agencral', lcgaJ-isod- aJ:c1 ';.;l 1- rLcogr,isco C..ail;, o ccuri-cnLc. l]hc
proec'cir-ti:c of ap1-.oint.;c-nts plroC.uces a \rGrJ, u-,ihcalthy'atm.os-
,ohc::e in the r,arty. It ciis::u-pts thc r;lationship of cqu-a"r,lity
ainongsf thc iaeilbers by rev.a::ai.ng fri:rcrs and. pu-nlshing cnc-
riiics,l?nd by other no lcss har;:ful. practj.ccs 1n -L)artlr s.nd Sov-
l9!,1ifc. -|:pltolntitents 1cs,.-cr tlrc sujrs; of ou-t;r r1,lc'r f'-s roflSi-
b1l1ty to thr ;nass;s in th- rn:rks of thosc ap.Lrolnt,:d, for th.y
ci"w-rot rcspot.;sibl_c to thc iaass;s. ?his ,;a1.,-cs thc division
bcf,,,-s"r, thc*1cad"e::s r,rnd. the raj.:j; ar:C.. f11e i-rcmjscrs .itii";;*p-

..,-.;_, . :....,:- ; ,i;,-.

Eircr;, _api)o intcc , ns a. i,rattcr of f act , is bcyor:d a.r1y corJ- :

trol. Thc lcaders arc iiot ar,brc closely to v.atch his aciivity
v;h11t.,1chcinaSScScairrno.be;r11hir:ntoacco.rr*ntatld.c1is..lisshiin'
if i:cce SSarJ,. ;',S et rulc i.-Vcj3J/ ajlpointe c rs Su_rrou_nd.cc,i by an
almosphcre of oIIici_alcloil, scrvilit;, anil b1ino. sr_rbord.inaiion,
v"hich inf ccts a-l-1 srr-borcl ii:atcs ry:d cliscrcd.its thc party. Thepracticc of appointinerts conplctcl;r rcjccts thv 1:rinc1!i1c ofcol-lcctiyc v orlr. Tt brce d.s irrcspo.risibi_r,.itpi. ,,rppoiilt.,tcnts -by
the lcaders inust bc CLo.it; a"v;s.y r; ith u:ci repJ nced, ty ttrc cJ ce-,"i
tiyc_ i:ri-r:clplc at c\icrJi lcve.l of tj:c . ar-by. Cal,difLatcs shaJl_
be- cl1giblc to occu-i:y :.;slloiisibl,, ir.ci:.ii.iiistrr"tive rrositio.nsonly v.l:cn thcyr have bccn clectcCr b;i' coi:fcr;i:ecs or,.cgng5csScS.
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Flnall;r, in orcl.cr '[o eliiniiiate br-rei..ucrac]r ar:d. inalcc thc
; art;r ltor'G ircalthJr, it j-s iluccssaj"Jr to ,:crcrt to -thc sta,tc ofaff'airs v.hcre all- the ca'urd:-irai clr-lcstio::s of :arty cr,ct j-v1ty a*qd.So'vlet poJ-icJr t ero st:.binitted. to thc co.nsid.c:re.tion of thc ia.nlc
andr fil-o, arrCr oi:11,. after" that v.c_.-rc su-0cjr!'ised- blr thc l-eaders.
Thls v.as thc stalte of -bitini;s i'hc-ii th;- lTty v,as forceii to
cari-ll on i'c s 'l';orlc i.lt sc crct c i,'e-n Ll.s I l,t c a,s thc t ii,tc of thcsigi:ing of thc irest-I-itovslc'r,rc4t;r.

DISCUSS TI{E pit,OBLEMS OpENLy:
i't r)r-esci:t, 'rnc state of ti:i-rgs 1s .{togcthcr d.ifferen-b.

in spl'ue of tl:c v, iCLeJ-;., cr-r.cr,_l atcd proi,riscs aict-c *1: thc l:;1_t--
i.rrssiain ira"rt;r Confere-trce held 1i: Septeinber (Ar. z-A) ,:r ilo lessiilportart qu-estior: than'uhrit of coirbessions ri.as r1u-ite arbltra-ril;,- d.ecid-ccr for the ,ii,i.sscs. c.n1y duc to the sharp ccntro'yc::-sy that erosc r',ithli: -i;he .-artlr centrcs the:nselrres v.ns the
qu-e s'cio:: of the trad.e u:rions brought or:-t into 'Ghc o1.,en, to be
thrashed- ot-t in d-eb at e .

. riid e }r-oli eity , f rcciLo,l of o.o j-r:ior and i is cu-ss 1o-n , therlght to crlticlse r.lthin thc :'arty a.Ed. a;ro:rg the ;ne:aberg ofi;he tra.,d-e ui:ior:s such i,.uire the c.cc;-sirrc steps that cilit puJ
an end. to thc -:re va111ng systei,i of blrrerrr-crr..c]'. ilrcedroii: ofcriticisil, ri;.ht of differe-n'o faetlcns frccly to pre scr:t thcir
,v.1ev.'! at iart;:- "r9eti:rg.s, frcu cro,,: of c'!r-sclr-.ssiiln - ,rre .r1o J_ongcr
'Ehe iieiri:*1C,s of the ,,oj:l;ctgt 0p1..ssitlOn ilonc. Ilnder",chc gfdv..-ing pri:sslu:e fro;l ihe idass€s, a ,;.r:orc scrie s of ;ic j"Br1j:ec t:rat!,'cre de,.,a-nicd ir; the ran-ic aurct- file long lrcfore.the I,arrty-con-
f ererce are nov. rccogn j-sca i.:nc-: off lclaJl;r pro,aulg:,te ii. - 

0nc
ireed onl; rc:c. 'uhe .rroposals of -uhe - oscov.- coii.nitte e in regerd.
to -.i:irtlr structrui: to bc 1-rrcrr-d. of thc -rci.,t iiifluei:cc tha.,t is
be1ng, c,'.lc::ted- oi: 'cliJ -.;r::t;. ceiiirus,. f:f 1t v.crc not for the
.,orliers I C11.1:o:;itio::, th; - oscor., Co;;l..iittec .l. 

o.r-,-f d ile ve r have ta-ken such a si:a:rp lturn tr: tl:c lcftr. Iior,cvcr, l'c inu.st not
o'verestii^ir,-i;c this Ilefti-sint, for it is oi:J-;; L-,.'dcclar:rtion ofp::inciples to the Congrese . ,,t ;16r:- h'r;-rp-.1?- as it has ,nary" atri,ie 'i.ith d.icisio::s of our _: ertlr l-c:rc_lc::i Cr.itri:,i. thcsu ircitrg,that 'thls iaoicil dcc-'i-c.rir.tjotr r, i1-l- soojt be forlottc::. _,_s &ruic, thcs; occisioi:s a.rc accc;:-i;ccr- by 61r-y ." art;, centrcs o.itl;r
iL1st as ihu r-t[i.ss ir,tputus is fcrt. ,.s soon .ii.r i-ifc t6a.j_n si,,ingslnto nor:aal- ch:u:nc'l s, th,; dccisiors LLyc forgottcn.

)1d. 'tot liils hapoen to tl:c dcej-siicn of thc e lghth Congrcss
Li:lch rcsol',red-bo frec thc,-a:t}r 61 aJ-l clcnents vho jolncd. itfor self ish ;aot j-ve s, Md to rlse cr-lscrutiol:r j-; acceptii:g 4or1-
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uorking clatss clet,tcflts I , hllt has bcco;rG of ihr: c'r.Gc:r-sion taken b].
the ,-ort;r 0onferei:ce ir: 19:10 r Ij.hCJ: it l:rs d.ccioe d. to rcpi;ice the
practice of ap_,oi::trncnts lJri' rcco:ni'tlead.ations lneciualit;. ir the
?arty stil1 persists, in s1;i';; o-,-' :;cpe;Ltccl- reso-l-ri-bio.irs .11.i:,scd on
this su-b jcct. Coi,lra'"d-es ',,.ho cl...,, c '6o d-i-sa6rcc r' i'uh cl.ccre cs from
a"bo''rc a'.rc sii-i.1 bei;:g rrersecu-bud.. 'ihe;; ar"G iriany sr-.-ch i-;G'rELnces.
If aJ-l these various - a"i"t5r c'ie cisio.;:,s itre r'ro-i; unfgi'sc6, the:r it 1s
neccssa,ry-i;o e-l-ii:iii::r'oc-bhc basic cl,usc that iiiic::fc:r.s f.itl: thelr
cr:f o j:ce.-,cn'u. . e r,i1lSt iu.':o vu .iro,rr -bhc - art.., thosc .r.ho aj:c ;if::aid.
of publj.city, strici :;iccorli.tabi'1 r-t.. beoo::o thc rr.n.k a,nd. filc, lu1d
freccloie of critici-sil.

Ilon-v:orirlng cl;l"ss rneinbers of thc,-arty, Md those vorlrels
,l,ho fcll u-nder:'uhe1r i;:fJ-u-ence, are r.fraid- of aJl tlrls. It 1s
rot cnough to clear -bhe art;' of irll roi:-,-1ro1.it lr:i - ;: e-r.;. r;nts l:y
rcgistreitlon oi: to i:^ci:ee,,sc t}'; c.:::trol j.;i 

"j-.lc 
of .j:ro-'l-:.:ci:'r;,,;tc.

-Lt is al-so nccessar;, to crc:,te o r - ortr:t j-'r; j-cs for tlic ','.oi"llcrs tojoln thc -, art;r. It is .ilcccssal:)r to si-in-plif;r i5" :r.d.i.ii:s1oi'l of
r.orl(crs to the - art;, -to cr;ai,c i.i -rofc fric.i:,c1-1J, at;aos:hcrc i.n the
iartl, itself , so 'r,ha-t v ori:c::s ,ni3ht f ce-l- il:eiasclves ,:,t ho;,tc. fn
responsil:lc , -irt;: offleicr]-s, tl1c., sirorrJ-o- r:ot sc; s'LTC::iois bu-b
more cxpe rlenced. eo,lrad-es, ro.aiy' to shr.::c ri ith the:.: t.irc j.z. j;irov--
led.ge , c:rr:ei:icncc a;rci. sl,1I-'l , a".nci to co.rrs j-c:,er sc-liou-sl Jr y.orlrcrs t

need.s :rnd. i.rtcr:ests. Iior. ,narr;r cc;li"ad.e s , p.irt icul-a::f .r Jrou-ng !,or-
lccrs, aj:e 0-riv-c;: .i!;a;r fro,.r the - ar-b1r jr..si becau-sc ri.e i.,ra',.r,if cst our
i.npa'ltience ';.j-th theie b;i oi-r-r al,ssi";lccl- sjlr.1:cjlrorj-t;r ai:CL st::ictness,
1nrtca,0 of teach:-iig thc,,r, briL:gii':g'chei,l u-1; iri-b]:e spi-r1t of Coirr-
iaur: i srri'l

3csi6-cs the spiri-t of lrr:::e a",rlcraci/', ,Ln at.-.osi:he ::e of ofiicial-
d.oin f i.i*rcis a f ert ilc grouiicri ir ou-r Pa.:,:t;i. If there 1s c;l]r coirlr ad-e-
shlp i:l orrr ?a.rtJr 1t e::lsts oiii;r ii;long th" rilnft a.lid. filc i;tciirbers.

TIISTCRICAL NEC ESSITY OF TI{E OPPCSITION

The tasl; of tl:c ;:a::ty coj-lgrcss is to take j-lito accor-r-i':t this
unpler,rsan-b :eaJit:r. It .,:'i..si poitd.cr o'v,l: the; c_j.uer,'uion: v.hy 1s the','orliers I Oppositlo.n 1;rsi$:r::g on ir'rroc-,rr-cii;i, s61:-nf it;r, oj1 el.iilina,-
tir:g aJ-]. irri\ri-legcs ir 'che -. lirt;:, tr,rr. o jr ?l .',cing r:-.riiicr a strictcr
re$lrons1billt;r to 'ol:e iiasi--us tl:ro,se a.c-i.rrj-i:istra'i;j.re offrc-Lals ';,hoare elcctcd by thcn.

In 1ts struggle for establisl:j.:'g d-c,iocra,cJr iii the ." a.rt;i, and
f or the elini-.::,atlon of :il1 llrrryeirlr-cracil, 'i;lle oi"kc::s t 0I;:losition
ad'va;tces threc crlrGi-i,a.l cl.c;tzr,ids: :

5.
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(f ) :.eiu.ru -io ths
r,, i tlr -bh.e e1 :-.,::l.1 a-b i c;l o f
off icirrls at^ns'; r,i:a'r-l-c '6o

iraircrpl-c of :1cc'r,j-ott cfl a.Joi:5 thc ]ine
;:,J1 l:r,lreaucracy, b;r maiciirg ail-l respoj'lsible
thc ii- _..sL cs .

(; ) f ntroorr.ce l i-d-c pr-'.bI,rcity v.iihi.: th-: -. ert;', both coti-
ccr.nr-iLf, {jeilurSi- L-L--eFitrc;is i'iiir, li hc::e ..::c'r j yidueJg i-i:fc j-nr,.o1ycd..
, ay tio:"e a,ttci.,'r,:-o,:, 'uo -i;i:c ri:icc cr iilr :c:,';,)a a,n.J. f :i1c (i'iCLc Clis-
cussior of r..l-1 f,ii-estioi:s b;- the ri.i-1li: ii;nal frl c :r.t:il -i;ltcii' slli,licalr-
1s1.rig ily'ih- lce',cl-ci:s; rd-,.,i-ssj-oi: of L'.itJi"rirJ.,illcr-'to tl::.tccti-i,gs of
. i:,fty ce ti'il]] us , e-nce ,"'" ', \ayt -bhe pfo-iil-e ,s o-is cu-ssccl- rtrr.l:iii' pJ,:ct-
ic'url-ar sce::cc;.). . str&l- j-;h frccc-ic;r of o1ri.;:io.i:r iu:c]. cllil::css j-ot1
(;i-ving -blle ri.,h''c iict oi:l1.r ';c c::iticis,; f::;-1;' c.i-rring disct-'-ss-
ions, i:ut to i-.-s. f''-ir:d.s fcr ',ril-.1icn,t j.o.l of 1i-'ccriiturc p::'oposeci
by diff ci'cnt ' artr. :i actions ).

(:ll ,.,.a;te thc rj:r.rt, --lorc of i, rr.orllcrst - rr.--ty. : iiri-b thc
nlliirbcr of thosc 'r,ho f 111 off ic;s, both ii: -bhe -;'artJr ?fid- tile Sor,'-
iei i:st itu--b io-r s .rlt 

"11o' 
s.r ic -b i;re .

Thi.s l-as-b fic,:.aii-rd i= 1:i'.::tlct-ile"::1;r ii,ipor-bant. Cur ilr'r1'
r,:ust -no'c ouly b-r-ri1d, Co;,:-.,..lJ1s,1 , bui all:,lil;1r:c . li..i:c'l- ed.uc*ic -'chc i.,las-
ses fo.r: a jlrol-olige d. -rc::iocl- of struSglc :r3ai::s'c i o-r1 d capit-
alisr,i, ,;.hich iit:r,J: 'ca',]i,, oi1 riitea:rccied. iie'i. llci-,is. -i 'r ould- llc
chilCrish i;c i.ia:.gJ-re that, ha'vi-ng r,:pelI-cCi 't hc ii:v:-isiotr of '';he

irhite (-"i,:-clilGS ir;:c of I;a.o;:'1r'.-1 isin ci: tl-tc r;iilittflr 5tor,tt, r.c v;iIl-
be freu f rci., tire 6li1;rgcr cf zr. i'jc'r:. att:r,cj; f ::o;r t.o::l ii c:',g:itnl ,
rr,h.ich 1s s'rrivi-n;; to seiz.: liorriu-,; -lr:ssil, i:y ::or-',-ld.a,'r:ol,t I a]rs r to
penetrate ri:to or,',-i' lif c, :..iic', '[c u-.'" thc Soviet Rcpublic for its
or"n ends. lhis is il:t., ,,re:* ,-4:-.igc:: thai v e riuet s'ca;nd 3tla,rc1-
e-',gainst. i-,nd- hcre:-:i lies ihe ;:i'ci:-len for ot:r -,:;'t;': hol to
i;ieet tnc eiieiiy rr.el-1--p::c!i,:r;d , ho.; io ra11;,' sI'l the .;::o1;taria;:
f orceg a',rorffc,- the cl-e a::- ct.i c1 ,'.ss i-ss.-',-es ('che oti:ei: groLr-:)s of
the 1)o;-lrrJ-at-'ioii i.i-l--r. a.l','. rLji,: !i^nritzttc to cr,pi-'u3.1isrl). It is the
C'uty of o'1.'-i iLla.cl-ci:s-bc.:li:c1)a:"c:io:: tilis i-,c',, -,laISc of oL'.r reYolu-
t 1ol: l',::y 1:isto::;r.

It v.il-r onl-Jr be possibl-e io f ind corycct sohl'u ioiis to thcsc
qucstio:'s l.hcn i'.c sLr-ccecG i;i l-'-:j-tt::3'chc,.art;'al-l al-ort; the
l-1ne, not oi,1;r 't o;c-b:rc:i v.:-th tl:e )oVj-ct f.i:s-bitr,-'cio:ls, ril-L'6 '; ith
the trad.e u-nior-.,s i:'!s r,,cl l . :hc :;iliiriS u1t of off rc:s itt lloth
per"rti. rr-nd ti'a.d-e r.:-nio.tts iiot oi:1-,. 'ac,i:C'-s, -tc io','iatc -',:-l:'t;rr policy
iroi.,i-;l-e,-ir-cr''.t clills l-j-:.:cs bt,t 1.-1-:o ,':u-i.aci:s 'tl'te l.:rtJ,- sr-itccptiblc
tc thc ii:flu.urccs of r'o.,:l i, s;:.-lt-b:.,1 is,-l i.".--li.l:6 tl'ris co:,ti-::; cr;och,
influcr:ces exc::teC. th::cr.-Lh ccv)ccsg1oj:3 r,'i-rC- t::aC.Q i'"Urcirients. To
mni',c thc i;ontral Co.',-.iitei o.ri-- il:fi thc r"ori-c::'s f ee1 f s ths ir
oV:n is to et"ei:.ic a Ce;tr;,1 Co"-:nittcc ',"hc::ci.n :i.'!tll:Gsu;::ta,ti'rrcS of
thc lor-"er la3icrs co-ltr;cte d. v.i';h tllc .,ersscs t orlJ-c- not lre icJ-y pla;.
tite irOlc of lpara.di.ng gi-.ist:aJS I , or e. "icrchai:t 

I s 1.e C-d.ing party.
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Thc Con-iitte; shoulil- i;c closol; bourici v.r.th ';hc v. id.c lon- .:.i't\,'
v,or.lcing iiiesscs in 'bhc triiil.e unions. :t v.o.J-14, ihereby l1e e;:abIcCr
to forinulatc the slo;a-ns of thc ti"re, to exprcss thc vorJcersr
needis , -bhcir e.spira'iiior:s , a.rii;. to clirect the lloJ-icy of 'r,lte l ar'uy
along class l-1ies.

Su-ch ,tjle th: (ir: -.riurc-,s of tjrc :uorliers t Ci:,rositio;lr. S,-'.cl: 1s
its hlstoric tcLs.ir. -l;:ci ri.hatcvcr iicrisi'v'c rli,tarl;s the leLiciers
of ou-r :arty iiLiy clillloJ/-, the . o::.kerst Oplrosition is toC.ay the on-
1y vi-tn1 active force ';.iih v.iri-ch thc -.'a"r:t3r is co;'lpe J-1cd -bo con-
tend., and. to v.hicir ii tr:1-l-1 havc to jla)f atiention.

Is thc Op"ltosition ncccsserjr? Is it necessarJr, on behalf of
the liberation of the r orkcrs 1j1ysu-gho.Jt ihc v.or'ld'from ths irolcc
bf cnpi'r,;'J, to ,;.c1co..rc i-bs for,-ln-bio-n? 0r is it ii,n r:-nrLesirablc
lilovcincnt, ictriiiici:tar-l -bo the fighti-n;; ci':erg;- of the,.'arty, rurd.
destrrictiye to its r.Lrks?

Every cor,'rir:.-"Cl-e v ho 1s irot prc jud.iccCi lgai"iist tlic llp;osition
arid. v;ho t..r.lts to ap_rroach thc cp-est:-oi: r,.ith:r.n ollcr iirii:d nni, to
anal.ysc 1t, e ve!') lf not i.r acco.r:d:r.,i1cc r; itn v.hat the rccogr:iscd.
authorlt j.es ie -'l-i hiri, v, ilt ,see fr:lr the se brief ou-tlir'ies thet
the Opr:o s j-tioi: is u-seful and. nc cess arj,-. It is r:,se fri-l priinarlly
bccau-se i-t ha; av,ai<;ncd sl-r-r-ilber:ing thought. lurt.l:g th;sc icLll:s
of thc ::evolu--b ioi'r, v.c ltave be en so tlrecceu.l1e'rl v'lth ou-r pre ssing
affairs that v e ilave ee aseo to aililraisc ou-i t,ctj-ons froin the
stand.-poii:t of p::inclplc *ii 'r,-i'rc,'j-r:' . ic hlvc beeii :rlc::gct bi-.i:g that
the prolet*Iiat cil"n co:lnlt gr;,ve ;,ristai<cs a-nir :rot onllr Ct-rri.:tg thc
pcrioil of stru6.3lo for political- jlor/.cr'. -lt.ca-n t'l',rn to the ^nor-
ass of oprortrr-nis,:r. -vcn'ci1';1irrg trc cpoch of thc drct;rtorship of
thc prolctar"iat sr.ch ,-iista.ices al"c llosEjibl-c, plrticu-l-;r::1y r.horl on
ail sidcs l,.c arc sL,-rrou;ided b;'thc storinlr v.a.ves ol- ii;ipuri.alisin
and. v"hcn 

"hc 
;orie -t ?epublic 1s coilpelled to a,ct 1n a c{}p1tl.11st

er:vi-ror:ilc.irt . lit sr',-clt tii,rcs , oLi-:r' l-c acr,crs i,ru-st be i:ot otrly r. isc ,
I gtatesi.ran-l-ilce t politicia-iis. ihc;r r,rlls'i, eil-so be e.,blc to -l-c:,c1 ihe
Iarty LrJrCr thc r.irolc r.orl:ing cl-a:ss a,Jong thc linc of class ereat-
ivcness. [he;, ieust i];"cplrre it for :r prolonged stru-ggle agair:st
the ncl fori:s of lrcnetration of t.l:le So'vict llcirublic by the bour-
gcois influ-ci:ccs of v orl-Ct capltaJ-isia. rllc ::cir,d.y', bc cl ear - but
along class liiicsl; siicir ilost bc th; s-loi;alr of otrr .'arty, alld nov;
inor$ tha,n c'ver beforc.

Thc : or.lccrs t Cpposliion has put thosc cillcstions olt ihc order
of the ciay, rci:d.e ::ir,g tircreby an historic sei:irice. 'lhe thought
begins to inov-c. j,tcinbcrs bcg j-L:, 'bo 3-,"raJJrse v.hat h..,s alrea,c1.y becn
il.one. .thcrcVer thcre is criti cj-s.,i, :,.jjalyslg, v.jr.ere'vci, thought
i;loves a.nc1 'l.or1cs, '0h.fc is liic, l,1irogre ss, ad-va"rcc.-lcrrt for"v.'eLrd. to-
v;a::d.s thc fr-rti-'-rc. Ther; r-s ncthii:; ,:iorc f::i;ntfr-r-l i';nd- irnrrnful
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thrLn ster11itJ.. of . thor-lght a..nd ::outinc. o ]rl,.ve been retlri:rg intoroutiire, and. :,rlght ir:ac:,vertcritl,r haye gonc off the d.lrect cli,ss
T9 ?c1 1ead.ing. to Coii,'.Lri:is,,., if j-t '; c:rc ::ot f or the ,rorlccrs t 0ppos-itioi: 1n jectlng itself irio thc srtu-a-bion at a ti,.re 'r,.her our- ene-i,tics ii,ere a;:orr--b to bu-rst iiito joi.fu_l- le..l:ghte::. t prcsent thlsis_ al-rca,ciJr 1i:lpossibl e. The congress , ,',;rd thcref org -irrn ov*ir
1,iIr be c6mpetree, to ccntenrl v:.In tne point of vicv; ;;;r";tJt'rrythe i,orkers t Opposi-bion. Thcy v,ill- ci-thcr coillri-oirrise rr.ith it or
;narke essentia'J eollcessions uncicr its lirf-l-u-cncc ar:d pressr-r-ru,

Thc second. set'vice of thc '!doz'lccrs t Op.oositioit is that 1t hasbrorrghtu1:fori].iseuSs1o.ir,t,hCcucstiori."S]uol.ho,aftcr"rr.
sha,ll be callca upon to crca'6e ihc nJr,. foriLrs of ,icono,ry. 

- 
stroirit bt: the 'cechfiiclans iud i,:cr: cf ar.ff ai::s, v,ho b). their psycholo-,

8y are bounci L,-tr v.ith the past, togctircr v.ittr povie t offj-cials and'somc Coia;aunists s catt ei'cd mong iheli, or sha,ll it be v"oricin6- rio"s
col-'1-c etives , represei:ted by the r.,-niois:

Thc . o::lcerst Opposltlon has salcl yihat has long ago bceg prin-
*t -T.{Ug.-.Co4,,11r{iqt. i,,pf lf gFtg by ,,irx"ar:d ir:ger s: tnJ n"ira.iiS-;r
Uoril..lun1sli ciLn ard. i;tust bc ihe l.or:l;.of the tolling i.:Ei,sses the;:iscIves.?hc burlcij-r:e, of Coiii;.iur:is;:r bc_t-or:ls to the !or,llsrsl

r-.-*^ Ii:tIv , the .,iorlcers I 01ri:ositici:r has raised its l-o icc against0u.reilucracJ . Tt has da.red ic. sa;r thr:.t buree.Llcrs,cy bi_uds thc l,1ngsof self-aciivit;r :"nO thc cre etir.Li:ess of the n"or;.irrg- class; tfia,i"-it dcadens 15s1.,-g"ht, hiticie;:s initiati-vc aiid. expe;:ii::cnti-ng i5 th;sphcre of firding ne'';. ajipJ:oi'Lches to prccluctioi; in a v.orci thi.,t 1thii:de rs the d-;rcloplrcnt-of nev forins for prod_.r-:-ctio.q and llf e.

ii:stead" of e sJ.rste ,r1 of bu-re.alr_cracy, i;hc ..or"l(crs | 0ppositionproposics a s'stcrn of se If-actlvity fc:: the ltasse s. fn ttri-s r.cspcct,
I],Io , arty -l-e.r.d.ers eVei: iloi, ;f.jiC, iteJcing cotlcessions airCL troCosoi-;i;g t
their d-evlatlons ers be ir5 har.:ifu-l- to Co,:r:iu-nisn anct detrl.;rei:f aJ- to"l.otrJcing clllss ii-''be rests (tr,e ru jcctrorr of certrel:-su). ?hc Te.ntlr.Cotgress, v e u.ldcrst.:;rd-, v.i11 ,li,i.kc anothe:: set"ics of coitce ssio_nsto the ,brkers t 0i-,posi'uio-tr. ?l:us , in sirltv, of -i;hc f act tha,t the:;orkcrs' p,ploritlAi: appcare d. as i_trirq_ urolur lnsid-e tr.. :lirri;r"oirya f cl. ieonths a$o, it h.:r,s arrcr."d.y fulf ilIea its rris,sior,". rt hascoiepclled'th,, J-eadir:g i,arty cer:tre s to listcn to tkrJ woi:Nersi---
sound advice. iit prcsent, vhatever,;:.ght bc th; v.rath-i"r.,rrcr the
, or]'r:rs I 0nnosltlon, it .ias tlie historf ccr.l future to support 1t.(rs1 

:

. Just bcca.u-sc v e tclielvc in the' vital force s of our -iartg,r, v.,cknov. tha,t afte1" so..lc hos.:.ti:-tion, rQSista,r:". *,4-o"lrio.,-" politlcal
,no\Fes, our ;'a::tJr. v,ili urti.i;,te1y again f';i1o;; 

-;h;;"pi.rtir 
v,hich hasbeer: brazccr by the elcnc-rrt:r1 folcci of thc prolci:.::i;j. orer*1"ra
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as a class, thcre v,ill be nc split. If soile groups leavc the irtrr-
!J., ihc;" v.ill- .irot be tire oncs 'bhet ;,ralic u-p th5 i.,olice::st 01:glos:-iion.
0n1y those v.i1l- f Lil ou-t v.ho rr"ttc..:pt to e iot irc ir:to ;,rinciprcs the
teinporar;z CLe'viaJioirs froin the spi::i'r; of the Coi-riaurisi proi;iart1.re ,that Ii,ei:c forceii Lr-po.n tb.e ', arty by the i:rolong.ed civil v.u.i, ar:d'hold to tire.l .rs i1. t1:e;, r,,Gre thc essenee of oi.'-r potiticl.l iine of
act ion.

:iI-l- those i:'r thc , erty l.ho have been accustoi"re d. to reflccttI:e cl-ass vi-el.i:oir:t of the er/er-grol.1:5 proletariet r;.i11- absorl:
?lc1 d.igcsL errcrything tj:at is l.ndlcsoin6, practical a.i:c. scri-nd inthe l/orllcrsl O*'cgtosj-tion. lrot in'vaLil v"if1 the rir.i:k-a.r:Ci-filc x.or-ker_si:ca]<,;"ith essur:i.rce :lJ:d reconciJ-latioi:: rrlyich (T,cnin) v:itr
il?I$eI, h9 v;111- thinj: it over:, he v.i1l ris-tc.il to L,-s. and then hev.111 decide 'bo turn the ?artjr rudder to,;.ard. the Opposltlon. Ilyich
1"111 be v.ith us yct r.

The sooner^the Part;, l_c:rd,ers ta.lce into a.ccou.rrt thc 0pposit_ion I s l,orlr a-nd foIlov. thl lo ad ind.l catecl- by the r:unlc- a.nd,-f ilc mem-ggr*, thc ciu-lc1cci shoJ-l l,c oilercoiie bhe erisls in the ?arty. rfld.the sooner shall v.e stcp over ihe lir:r: ite;r6a6 l.hich hr_:iira.ilii1r,having frecd itsclf froi,r the objcctiye ecc.i:oi,rle la*.s a.nd t,r:cingadvantage of all 'r,hc richness and. 1ci:o,;.J_edge of conjnon .;_or11ng-
class exi:c::icnce, i,i1-i co.l,:gciorrslJ. b<; g1n to create t]:e human hls_tory of the Coirrm...r-nist cpoch.

?i.iE EITD

SOLIDARITY PAMP:{LtrT ]do. 2?

THE K?,C}dSTAfT CC}/IMU}{E i:J,, Ida L{ett

This ?C-page pa::'rphlet is the first English translaticn of an
i.:rportant vrork, first pul:lishe.J in Paris 30 years ago, It
should destro;', once and for all, various Stalinist and Trot-
sk;.i"1 ::ryths to the effect that the .lussian events of l,./iarch
13111 rverera counter-revolrrtionar;. ixutiii,r. Also nails the
more lsophisiicateclr rationalizations to the eifect tirat the
KronstaCt sailors were ronlr' peasantsr, and tirat the;r de:nanded
lsoviets rvithout Solshevikst or tunrestricte-i freeCo::: for the
lrulal<sr. Rea'i a':out Sta1i-'rts tech:rique of the tat-ral3-ai::l
as practice,l by --3-r.i'.1 an"l ?rotsk;,. esselltial i.ocu-::e:t
for a real understanding of iro...-r the l:ureaucracy arose and a
tri5ute to the revol,:tioiraries -,vho strugsle:l against it, oefore
i 923.



Ct-t Li0\t 0LOGY
This short chronology nay help readers situate some of the political

events, conferences? congresses, etc, refemed to in Kollontaits text and
in the footnotes. A11 dates given according to Julian calendar (r7 aays
behind ttrestern calendar). The Julian calendar was used in Russia until
February 1918.

t9t7
February 2f ! Abdi-cation of Tsar Nicholas If. Formation of

Provisional Government,
May ]O-June , : First fuII Conference of Petrograd. Factory Committees.
July 25-Ai1gusl 3 : Sixth Party Congress.
october 17 - zz : All-Russian conference of Factory committees.
October 2l : Overthrow of Kerenskyrs Provisional Government

Proclamation of Soviet Government during opening
session of Second Congress of Soviets

October J1 : Pltbli-cation of draft decree on workersr control. rThe
decisions of the elected delegates of the workers ard
employees were obligatory upon the owners of enter-
prisesr but could. be annulled tby trad.e unions and
songressesr.

December 1 : Creation. of Supreme Economic Council (Vesenkha) -
whi-ch rabsorbed.' the Al1-Russian Counci"l of ir,Iorkersl
Control.

r9r8
January 5 : Dissoluti-on of Constj_tuent Asserubly.
January 7 - 14 : First Congress of Trade Unions"
February 2J : Central Committee vote on Geriaan .peace terms"
March J : Signature of Brest-Lj-tovsk Treaty.
March6-8: SeventhpartyCongress.
ApriS- 28 : Isvestia publishes Leninfs artic].e rThe irnmediate tasks

;ffi-Soviet Government' : tToday the Revolutj-on
deuands, in the interests of socialism, that the masses
unqugptio{rably ob_ey the sjlqgte w111 (emphasis in ori-
ginal) of the leaders of the labour processt.

May 24 - June 4 : First Congress of Regional Economic Councils,
- ^o.Iune ZU : Decree of general nationalization (a11 lndustrial

enterprises with a capital of over 1 miJ-lion roubles).
Beginning of War Communism.



la\la\l'J l'j
January 16-25 l

March 18 - 23 :

December 2 - 4

December 17 2

December 27 :

January 10 - ?1

January 12 :

March 2p-A,priJ- 4

April 6.- 15 :

August :

Early September :

September 22 - 25

NovemberB-g:

December 22 - 29 :

January 14 :

March2-173
MarchB-16:

Second Congress of Trade Unions"
Eighth Party Congress. Establishrnent of Polltbureau,
Orgbureau ancl Secretarj-at.
Eig'hth Party Conference.
Pravda publishes Trotskyrs theses on uilitarisatj-on
of l-abour.
tlith Lenints approval, the Government sets up the
Commission on Labour Duty, with Trotsky (stiII Com-
mi-ssar for !trar) as its Presi.dent.

t92C
Third Congress of Econoni-c Councils.
Meetlng of All-Russj-an Central Councj-I of Trad.e Unions.
lenin and Trotsky .lgggthgs urge acceptance of the
nilitarisation of labour.
Ninth Party Congress. Establishment of Control

C omrn-Lssion.
Third Congress of Trade Unions.
Trotsky declares that t the m:i}ltari-sation of labour. ..
is the basic, il{lilpel|l;able method for the organization
of our labour forcesc. lenin states that he had stood
for one-man &anagement from the begi.nning.
Trotsky places railwaymen and p"i"or*"I of repaS-r
workshops under martial Iaw. trrlhen the railwaymenrs
trade union objected, he summarily ousted its leaders
and, wi-th the fu1I support and endorsement of the Party
leadership, rappointed others ruilJ.ing to do his bid-
ding.' (Deutscher)

Setting up of Tsektran (Centra1 Adinj-nistrative Bod.y
of Railways ).
Ninth Party Conference.
Ileeting of Central- Commj-ttee. Trotsky threatens to
rshalce upr various trade unions as he had tshaken upr
those of the transport workers. For the first tine
Lenin pubi-icLy dissociates himself from [rotsky on
the j-ssue of industrial management,

Eighth Congreos cf Soviets.

t92r
I fheses of the Ten' .

Kronstadt revolt"
Tenth Party Congress" Proclamation of New Economic
Policy. Resolution on runityt condemns factions
urithin Party.
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FOOTNOTE 1.

[he lth Congress of the Russian Communist Party was hel4
befween'March 2) and" April {, tgzo. rhe most controversial of theissues discussed. were those relating to the tmj-litarisati.on of labogrf
and. to rone-man mirnagementt in j.nd.ustry,

0n December 16, l-g]-9, Trotsky had submitted- to the central
Comndttee of the Party his fanous ttheses on the transition from warto peace'r. The most important of hrs proposals was the d.emand. for thermilitarisation of labourt .

Trotsky had.. intend.ed" his proposals to go no fr.uther than theCentral- Qonlrtittee. (f ) The most imporiant d.ecisions, affecting thematerial conditi-ons of life of hr;nd"red.s of thousand.e of o=airr"iy-i,rs"ia,workers clearly had- first to be decld.ed beh-lnd closed. d.oors ty ihe party
leaders, vrho lc:evr best what was in the interests of the worpiirg 

"i"b"l 
"

l*.{ ryri:ue' 3r-rkharin published. the text in pravd.a, on }ecembei 1?, Lg3g.
'L'ne LncLscretLon gave ri-se to an extremely ten,se public controversyr (2)
whigh lasted- for over a yearn The interesl of this episode is that theworking class was gccid.entally given .an opportunity of d.j-u"rrssing mat_

[::otsky pubricly d.efend.ed. ]ris vi.e,vs at the ]th congress,tThe rvorking massest he said, rcannot be'wand.ering all over Russia" [heymust be thrown here and. there, appointed., comnand.ed., just 1ike so1d.ieri"..ttCompulsion of Labour wou1d. reach the hi-ghest d.egree of inten"ity-a*i"g"'the transition from capitalisrn to socialismt " tDeserters from labourought tg be formed" into punitive battalions or put into concentration
-canpst. ;(3). Trotsky atso ad.vocatecl tinceniive v,/ages for eff,j.cient wo:r-kerstr' tsociarist emuJ.ationr and spoke of the t""8a-t"-"a"pi-in"--p""--
gressive essence of Taylorisn:t, that perfected. form of labo11a: exploita-tion d'evised- by American capitalism and based. on the intensive applica-tion of work-stud.y method.s, Stalinism was later to implement overy oneof Trotskyts proposals in this field..

( r)
I. Doutscher, rThe prophet Armed.re p.4BI"

( z)
ibid.. t p.487.

(:)
Trotslcar, SochinenJra, vo1. W, p.l\6.
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At the ltir congress Trotsky was opposed. by Loutovinov and.other trad.e union lead-ers who were lator to play a prominent role inthe Workerst 0pposition. Shliapnikov, presj-dent of the Metal lyorkersunion, a member of the central comnuitiee of the Trad.e uni-ons, and_later a prorninen'i; member of the ltrIorkerst Opposition, d.id not attend.the congress. Early in r.919 he had- "*pru"iia himseif ir, ,*arli*;;-terms agalnst the Partyts industrial policy and. had. been sent tJ }tror-w&Y on a long term assignment. Trotsky was also opposed. by the rd.emo-
cratlc centralisl:] Josinsky, sapronov and preolrajinsky) io whom fi:x*ther referenoe will be mad.e i'"+rther on " 

v ------u t w

The lth Congress ad.opted. a resolution calling for a struggleagainst tthe vulgar presumptions of.., clenagogic elemeits.." who thinkthat the vrorking class can solve its probleis-vrithout having recourseto bourgeois specialists in the most responsible positionsr , It alsopassed- a resolution, largely on Leninrs instlgation, calling o,, tn"--unions rto tako upon themselves the task of eiplaiqing to iie broad.circles of the vrrorking elass all the necessities of reconstr""ii"s*tnuapparatus of indusi;ri-a1 admj:ristrati-on.. " tThis can only be achieved.t
'the resolution stated", lby a transition to the max-inum Loriairment ofcollbctive ad"nlnistration and by the grad-ua1 introd""?io" oi i-airri-dual manasement in writs dlrectiy eng;gea il ;;;a;.tirn;'ttii"*';;;:*""management was to apply to all instiiuti-ons fron State lrosis to ind.i-vidual factories. This policy r-as rigorously to be followed_. l,aterthat year (r9zo) Kritzman (z)"r.,ras to report tt.u.t ot 2o00 importantenterprises for which d.ata vrere avaj-Iable 1l2O were alread.y und.er rone
m.an management r .

The 9th Congress finally gave the Orgbureau - vrhieh had" beenset up a year earlier and- was coinposeC of 5 members of the CentralCommittee - the-right to carry out transfers and- posti.irgs of part;r mep-bers v'rithout reference to the Politbureau. the only exJeptions vrereappointment io th., central apparatus itself" as uappenea'so often inthe 
^ensrrlng years changes in ind.ur-:tr5-a1 policy ,lvent hand. in hand. urithprofound. changes j:n internal party struciiue.

(r)
Resolution of the lth party congress ( ton the euestion of thefrad.e unlons and- their organ:isation r ) . Resolutions, r t ,49 3"

( a)
Kritzman, L.-, rrhe Heroic period. of the Russlan Revolutj.onr,
Moscovr, 1926 "
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FOOTNOTE 2

The controversy concer:ring rone-man mqnagemen!l of induetrial
enterpri.sesstarted.asear1yastheSm11r:rrd.ers-
tand.ing of Bolshevik id.eas on thi-s subject is essential to those see-
ki:rg a complete explanation rf the clegeneration of the Russian Revo1u-
tion and. of the subsequent rise of Stalinism. It is totally insuffi-
cicnt tc.r attribute this degeneratitn so1ely to such external factors
as isolation, backrvarclness and. d.evastation r,rithout seeing the role
played., j.n thc whole prooess, by the consoious and- d.eliberate policy
pursued since early 1918, by the lead-ers of the Bolshevik Party.

This policy ( one-man management in in&ustry) was in such
flagrant contrad.iction rrrith Bolshevik pronrlses of workers control- that
it rapid.ly Ied to denorali-sation, cynicism and. a.pathy amongst the most
advanced. sections of the Russian prolctarlat. These mood.s in trrrn
powerfully contributed. to the bureaucratic dogenerati-on. Lenints
article rThe Immed.late Tasks of the Soviet GoJgrngentt (f ) - later
translate
ljtlork expressed for the first tine aft er- the conquest of ptwer,
and. in r:nambiguous terms, the meijority opinj-on among the Russian 1ea-
d.ers on the crucial qucsti-ons.

tWer the Bolshcvik Partyt Lenin yl-rote thave convinced" Russia.
We have vron her from the ri-ch, for the poor^ Nov,r lve must ad.nr-inister
ETssiar. The Party 'nas left in ,o d.oubt as to the-Torm Lenj:r intend-ed.
th:is administration to take " ll'hile payang 11p-servioe to initiative and
to control from beIow, the real emphasis and. constant practice
alvrays centered. on d.iscipline, obed.ience and- the need for i-nd.j-vid.ua1
as d.istinct from collective management.

rA cond-ition of economic reyivalt Lenin ,nrrote, tis the rai-
sing of the d.iscipline of the toj-lers, their skil1, their d.exterity,
increasing the lntonsity of labour and. improving its organisation...
[he more class conscious vanguard. of the Russlan proletari-at has alread.y
set itself the task of rai-sing labour d.1scip1ine. For exampl-e the
Central Committee of the Metal Workers Union and. the Central Cor.incil
of the Trad.e Unions have begun to d.raft the necessary measures and.
decrees. [his wlrk must be supported- and. pushed. forward will all speedt.

The lmeasures and d.ecreesr whereby tlabor::e d.iscipliner was to
be enforoed make tragic read.ing, in the light of subsequent events.

(f ) @Ln, selected workse vo1. trTr (Lawrence & 'ffishart, 193? ed.ltion)
pp.313 - 35O. Tl:.ls article, from which most of the quotations in
this footnote are d.rarrnr vtras fi-rst published in the Isvestla of
the A11-Russian Centrai Executive Comnittee, on Apr11 28, 1918"
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They start by bemoaning 'the absence of all ind.ustrial d.iscipline',
They then prescribe oreasures 'for the purpose of improving labour
d.i-scipline such as: the introd.uction of a card system for reglsterj-ng
the prod.uctivity of each worker, the introd-ucticn of factory regula-
tions in every enteipri-se, the estabU-shment of rate of output burear:x
for the purpose of fir-ing the output of each rnrorker and. the payment of
bonuses for increased. prod.uctivity.r (f ) &

It requlres no gtreat imagination tc see in the pen-pushers
recording the rprod.uctivity of each riyorkert and. in the clerks manningtthe rate of, output bureauxr the as ;.et amorphous elements of the new
bureaucracy.

But Lenin went much further. IIe qu"ite explicitly came out,
as oarly as 1!18, in favour of the individ.ual rnanagement of ind.ustrial '

enterprises" tthe struggle that is d.eveloping arourd the recent d.ecree
on the manager$ent of the railways, the d.oolee rvl:-icL grants iad.ivid.ual
l_oad.ors d-j.otatorlal powers (or t,.n:t
he t'irrote. 0n1y the ?conscious representatives of petty-bour,geois
laxity' couLd see trn this gpanting of .'unlimited. (i.e. a:-ctaiorial)
powers to,individ.ual persons a d.epartr:.re fron the co1leg"ilrn principle,
a d.epartr::ce from d.emocracy and. frorn other principles of Soviet govern-
mentt. tL,arge scale nachine ind.ustryr ho lvent on t - vhich is the
material procluctive source and" found.ation of soclalism - calls for
absolute and. strict uniiy of wil1, . " Hor.r can strict unity of will be
ensured"? 3y thousand.s subord.inating their will to the tv-ill of one.. t

id.ea.-was sup.lrarily d.ismissed." tThe revoluti-on d,emand-sr Lenin v-l.rotefin tho interests of social-ism that the rf,asses unquestj-oni4gly obey
the single rmil1 of the lcacj-ers of thc laborir process t . No nonsense
here about r,vorkersr managemcnt of l.rrod.uction, about collective d.eci-
sions, about govcrnment from beiow. Nor are we 1efi in any d.oubt as
to vrho the tleaders of thc la-oo,.rr proccssrwere to be, There r-ras,
Lenin said., to be rr.rncluestioning obed"icnce to the ord-crs of ind-ivid.ua]
representatives of the soviet government d.uring work tj.ner - tiron
d.i-sclplinc vrhile at. i,vork, vrith unqucstioning obeClence to the will- of
a single pcrson, the Soviei lcader. I

Lenints oft-repoated. viclis on Labour d.lsciplinc d.id. not'go
wrclaI1enged.. Opposition clevcloped. r,vi-thin the Party itself . Early in
19fa the Lcningrad. nistrict Coiamittee published. the first issue of therlcftt gommugist paper'Kornmounist. This vras ed.ited by Boukharin, B.ad.ek
and.0sinsicy (Ototcnsky and. Snirrrov lvere later to join thc ed.itorial
board.). the jor:.rnal issucd. a far-sightod. warning: t,ihc introduction
of labour d.isciplinc in coirnection -r?ith thc restoratj-on of oapitalist

( r)
Lenin. Selected Works vol .VII, po 5A4,



management of j:id-ustry' carrnot rea11y i:rcrease the prod.uctivity of 1a-bour, but it w"iI1 d-iminish the class iniiiative, activity and. orgeni--sation of the ProJetarlat. ft tLreatens to ensLave the ivorki::.g c1ass.rt will rouse d'iscontent among the backvrard. elements as well as amongthe vanguard. of the p-ro1ei;ariit. In ord_or to introduce this system inthe face of the hatred pr.'evailing at present among ttre proietaaiatagainst. the tcapitalist-saboter:ri,r tir;-c;;rrrist party would. have torely on the Petty-bourgecisie, as against ihe l,,rorkers, and. 1n this wayit woul,d ru-in ltseif as the party oi tt" proletariatr. (1)

Lenln reacted. violently. i{c call-ed- such -riews ea disgracorlra complete renrrnciation of comnui:i-sm in Fracticer, ra complete d.ese:r-tion to the carcp cf,the peity-,orir;p;i"i,;'i-iz) rne i,eri-*i"" beingtprovoked' by th-o rsuvs (l,rensnevitJ) and. othJr Jud-ases of capitalisnar.He.lumped together learlers of the i1urt, anJ open eneniies of the revo-lutlon, thus initiati-ng the technique of the political amalgam whichwas to be used. so successfuliy by stal:n in r_iter years. A campa:_gnwas vrhippod up in leningraa ';,,Licir 
"o*puff"a Koa,nounj.st to transferpublication to Mosco*, uohu=" the dd;-=""pp."=ed. in April r91g, firstr:nd-er the auspices of the Moscow regional organisati-on of the party,later as the'rrrnofficialr moutirpiecJ-of-; ;."p of comrad.es.

Ine contrgve:rjsy smcr-fld.ererl on throughout 1918. Kon:rnounistrepeated,ly d.enor::rced- the replacenen-b of ,norteili ;";;;.;i 1ffiffid'isci'plinet, the j-ncreasi-ng'ienilenc;r. for :-nd.ustrial managoment to beplaced in the hand-s of ,on'lcor:.ru.iisi ;"p""i"iists? and. the conclusiomof all sorts of unofficiar- deals v.dth d;;i;;" owners rto ensr.:re their .cooperatiovlt" rt pointed. o*t that the i;".".r outcome of ;managementbased' on an impoqtani; participati-on of 
"oii,t*ii*-bs and. on the pri,ci-pIe of bureaucra-bie ceitral:-si,tior: was ,,ni--institution of a labourpolicy rhich 'woulc seck to re-establish regirneniatron of workers r:nd.erthe pretext of voluntary d.iscipllne" Goveriiiontal forms r,:rouId. then,evolve tovrard's bureaucrr,tic cenbralisaiiorr-f-tr" rule of all soits.ofcommissarsr'1oss of ind.epend.ence fcr r_ocal soviets and., ln practice,the aband"onment of goverimenb from belowr. 

-,f 
t ,rr*".a11 very we11,eBukhariir pointcri- cut, r'co say q,s Leni-n had (i. gjg!e_@.a nevq,rution)that rrea,ch cook shr:uj-d. l-carn to manage ti:.u St.t.r. T happened.when each cook had a con:nissar appointed. to ord-e:: hi-m about? r .

The conflict bet,rccn the Len:nists and. the rleft r commwri-stscame to a head- d-uri-ng L[ay ancl June, 19].8, a.rrirrg the Fi::st congress ofEcononrlc Councils, Lenin spoke out strongJ.y in favor:r of rlabour d.is_ciplinet, of eone*man nranagemgr.ti and- of inl neea to use bourgeoisspecialis"i;s. 0si-nsiry, S;uirnov and. obor-ensky, supported. by numerous

-

\ 4/ 
Kommouni.st 

" No, 1r po B.
(2\\ / Lenin, rLeft*vring Child.ishness

Sglgcted. T,{or1cg, vo1. VfIr po -and Petty-bourgeois Mentalityi .
),7 nrl+" ;
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prolrincial d-elegates demand.od" ta workers ad-rnlnistration.. " not only
from above but from beLovr"r (i) They urged. that tvro-thrrds of the- :

representatives on the lnanagemeni board.s of ind-ustrlal enterprises
should- be elestec from among the workers" (z) They succeed.ed. in get-
ting a Congress sub-comnittee to aocept this resolutlon. Lenin rmas
furious at this tstupid. decision?. Und.er hj-s guid.aace a plenary ses-
sion of the Congress tcorrected.t the reso]uti-on, d.ecreed. ihat rro more
than one-third. of the manage::iaI personnel shor:-id. be eIected., and. set
up a complex hierarchical structure vesting veto rights in a Supreme
Eoonomic Councli, at the apez of the ad.rnj.n:-strative pyramid..

A spiit occur:red- at this time among the tleftt commqnlsts"
Rad.ek was prepared to ::eacb an agreemen'b r,ri-th fl:e Leninists. He was
prepared. to accept the rone--man management! principre 1n exchange for
the .extensive natlonalisation d.ec=,ees of ;r-r.ne i91S; which herald.ed. the
period. of lliar Comrnunism, and. ivhich in kis opinion r,vouId. enstl-re the pro*
letarian'basj-s of .the regime, Sukharin alsl broke vrith Osinsky and.
rejoi-ned. the fold". Tire idear; d.eveloped. by the Lefi communists conti-
nued. to find an echo horever, despi're the d.efection of most of those
ttuho had first ad.vocated. them. Osinsky and. his supporters formed. th.e
new opposition group of tDemocratic centrai'istsr " Their ideas on
workerstmanagement of prod.uction (anc those of the origlqal group ofrleftt'communlsts) vrere io play an important roLe j-n the d.eveiopment,
two years-1ater, of the lForkers'Opposition"

'Throughout].919a,nd.thecar1yroonthsofl)2otheopposition
to Lenints conceptions of 2one-man manageme:rtt in ind-ustry ga:-nea sup-port i,n the un'ions" On Januar}'12,l92O) lenin and" Trotsky-had. toge-
thul t1rge&.Party merabers attend.rng the All-Russian Central Cor:ncil of
Trad-e Unions to accept ihe mil.itarisaticn of labour, Only two of the
50 or mor'e Bolshevik clelegates supportecl them. tNever, before' vlrites
Deutscher, rhad" Trotsky or Lenj-n met:i:rith so striking a rebuff.r (:)

The oppositi-on. roaintai-ned. its streng:bh. At the end. of Janu-
ary 1)2O the [hird. ]ll-Russian Congress of Economj.c Councils ad"opted.
a resolution in fa",rour of col.leetive management., Regional party con-
ferences in ii{oscovr and. Kharkov canie out against tone-.man managementt.
Tomsky, a r,veII-lceornnr t:;ad.e union leader and. a member of the cJntral
Committee of the Party prescnted. ?ihesesr cri'bicising Lenj-nts concep-
ti-ons. So d.id. the iDernoc::a';ic Centralistst. But such was l,eninrs

(1) reninshi sb*o45 (t'he Lenin coftec'rion) " ,-"*, manuscripts and.
series, see in

ti
, !J. ).

fragments by Lenin. lvioscow? :-924-1-940" In this
particr:-1ar !First Congress of Economic Cor:nciIs!

(2) ibid.r ,," s5.
(:) Deut.schere ilhe-PropLgt:J.emeq' , p" 4g3.

i"

i.
I

I,

I
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authorj'ty - and so great already. thc bureaucratisati.on of the party -that the lth congr""J (uu.rci tgi"aS 
";";;;; 

r,eninists a clear majority.f t was decreed- that r"o t""au unj.on-gro.rp 
-*tro*ta 

d.irectly intervenein ind.ustrial management, and^t3*J ,F;;;;"; committees shoutd_ d.evotethemselves to the,Juest:.ons of rabour a:.""iprirre, of propaganda and ofed'ucation of the urorkersr. T;"-;;;"-"t 
"au behave ag icomponentsof the apparatus of the soviet st;;;;- aii-A11 this v,ras already inflagrant contradiction-vr:iii,-tte party p=ohr*me of rglg (see footnoteNo.4, p. 5: ).

At the Third- All-Russian congress of rrad.e unlons whichshortly followed tnc uinth fu_"ty c"rgrJ*=, r,"rri, mad.e it clear thathis pollcv on thc matter rr"l*rr*Lr, 
";;;;;;"i ana a consistent one"'For example, take,re vear 1719.';"-#;; :A! that time thore werono drsputos in connection *ith ti.e ,lr6sti"" (ei ;;;"r'io[rri"d. out thenecessity of recognizing the dictatorial autLorlty of single indi.vi_duals for,the purpose or camyi.rg o.*i tir"-=orriet id.ea.r (:)

By ),)2r r,en'n was rimitinge rrt is absolutely essential thatall authori'ty in the r".toriul snouta be concentrated in the hand.s ofmanagement. 
" " irnder theso circumstan.u" *y clirect :-ntervlntion bythe trad-e rxrions in tne-manJil*"r.t- or 

"r.rtu=irises must be regard.ed. aspositively harmful 
""a i"pl-=,r'iu*ilr"l, -(;i-.'

Y{hen in l)Z), Stalin proclaimed.e ,Cornmunis.bs must help toestablish order and d1scipii"r-i" tire_factory.,. union representati_ves and shop committees a=u-i"=t=ucted. ,rot-tl interfere in questionsof management' (:) no ;"*-;";;ry maaing,-hi""Jr*, mlnorr contributionto a very long list of lu"i"i"t sayj-ngs!

So much for teveay cookr learni.ng to n:anage the State! ! !

1

(2)

(:)

(q)

This is not strj_ctIy
to prove i t!

l "-olioifr,T"Tiill"fl"fii::ffi:t 
and

(Fress Mark oB24 - tt - 
-4r 

) .-'-
tThe Role of the Trad.e unions *nd.er the N.E"p.r. Resolution
i:"[ff: elo:lir:teventh lar{v congress. see-cpspu in Resorutions,

(s) rFreiheittr, German language paper of the American commr:nist

see v.K.p. (l), (1898_1938) - I![oscowt l93Zr !p. 39U4OZ.
comect. " . the fi_les oi- Kommouna,g,! are there
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The Party Conference of Septeniber 22-25, 1920, took place
at a critlcal period., about mid.-way beti,veen the }Iinth and. Tenth Party
Congresses.

The d.ifferences vrhj-ch had. first for.aed. expression at the Njrth ..

Party Congress hacl been temporarily papered- over, largely as a result
of Leninrs personal intervention. This spurious uirity oid" not last.
Throughout the summer of 7)2O the d-ifferences of opinlon on such.issues
as the bureaucraoy withi.:: the Party and. the relation of the Trad.e Unions
to the State took on a much sharper form. l\. more d.etailed. account bf
theseeventsv'li1]-befor-rnd-infootnotes4and.139re1at1ngrespect1ve1y
to the attitud.e of vari-ous Bolshevik iead-ers to the r.rni-ons - and. to tbe
setting up of Tsektran, the Central transport Commlssion.

At the September Conference of 1!20 Zinovj-ev gave the offi-
ci-a1 report on behalf of the Party. The rDemocratic Centralistsr were
well represented and- Sapronov presented a mj-nority report. Loutovinov
spoke for the Workerst Opposition" He cailed. for the immed-iate ire.sti-
tution of the vrid.est measures of proletarj-an d.emocracy, the total rejec-
tion of the system whereby appointment frorn above were mad-e to nom:ina1Iy
elected. positi-ons, and. the purging of the Party of carcerj-st elenents.
He also asked. th.at tha Central Committee shouLd. refrain from lts cons-
tant and. exaggerated intervention in 'uhe life of the trad-e unions and.
thc Soviets.

The lead.ership had to retreat . Zinoviev evad.ed. ansvrering the
complaints that had. been made. Preobrajenski and. Kresti-nski were in
favour of a compromise. A resolution was passed. stressing the need forrfu11 equality vrithin the Partyt, and. denouncing tthe domlnatlon of
rank-and.-fi1e members by pri-vileged. bureaucratst . The rights to free
discussion were to be consid.erably extend_ed.,

The resolution instructed- tho Central Committee to procecd.
by means of trecommend.ations t ra1;her than by appointments from above,
It recog:ised- that 1n texceptional circumstancest appointments might
havo to be mad-e to posts nominally open to elcction. Transf,ers of ?arty
officlals were und-er no cj-rcumstances to take the form of sanctions,
lmposed. on comrades because of politlcal d.ifferences on various questions"(1)

Desp'if,s thesc verbal concessions, the lead-ership, through thei-r
spokesman Zinoviev, succeed.ed in getting the Septcmber Conference to accept
the setting up of Central and" Regional Control Commissions. These were to
play an lmportant rol-e in the subsequent procoss of bureaucratisation of
the Party. The coramisslons -vvere to be composed. rof the most impartial com-
radesr " Their function v,ras to re port on complaj-nts and. d.isagreoments bet-
ween Party mombers. Djerjinskl, ?reobrajenski anC Mouranov were the three
@embers of tbc first Central Control Conrnission.

V.K.P.w (b), v " TCZ,2 pp.411-416 and- f,svcsiia ts. K", No.24,, October 12,
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Kollontai- analyscs further on the attitud-c to thc Trad.c
Unions of various tend-encics vrithin the Borshevik party. She also d.cs-cribcs the attitude of, the Yforlccrst Opposition to these varj-ous tcn-
d-encics.

I

:" - ft is lntcrosting to sec hovr thcsc various positions evolved.and to produoc some d.ocumentary cvid.cnce in support of Kollontai r sstatements "

The period betwccn iliarch and. Noverrbcr 1917 had. seen a pheno-
menal gowth of -the factory and. plant comnittees (iabricirrro-rrrroiy"---
Romltety). In April L9l7 a conference of Petrograd. factory commj-ttees
had" declared: tA1l erclers concerning the internal managemlnt of a plant
such as_length of thelrrorki-ng d.ay, v./ages, hi-ring and. fiiing of workersand. employees, leaves of absence, etc...'should- j-ssure from the factorycommitteet. (r) anotner conferenee of faetory committees had. been heid.i'n Petrograd-, in June ].977 t this time d-oninatea ,ry the Bolsheviks. This
had" caIled. for tthe organization of thorough controf by labour overprod.uction and d.ist::ibutionr and. for" ra pr6letarian majority.". in-arrinstitutions having executive power. !

These v,'ere the d.ays of Leninrs rstate and. Revolutiont - anj.mpeccab1ed.ocrunentfrornarevo1utionarypofficllenin
had. stated. tha-b -Lhe Revorution would. have to be followed_ by rimmed.iate
changes such tha.t all fu1fi1 the fwrctions of conirol and. lupervision,that a1-1 become tbffiaucratsr for a iime and. that no one therefore can
b econrETa bureauc:'at' .

Immed.iately after the October Revolution these coroil1-ttees,often assisted. b]'local sovi-ets, took 6ys3 rnan&gena1 fwrctions in manyareas of the country, Unfortunately 1itt1e d.e-i;ailed- j-nformation isavailable concerning this mosi; interesting phase of the nuss:.an- nevofu-tion. Tflhat scanty d.a*,a a,rc-: avaj-]-abl.e r.r".rJtiy come from'"or""u" (""it[-"boirrgeols or bureaucratic) fundarnental-ly trosiite to the ,."ry-iauJ "t- 
-

workers{ rnanagement and. so1e1y concerned- in proving its tinlfticienoyrerimpracticabil:tyr, etc. . .

so strong was the ,rvorking class upsurge at this timo thatthe new situation hacl to be v,rri';ten into Iaw. on November 14, l9:-7 , the
Council of Peoplers Commissars rrecognised. the authority of workerstcontrol- throughout the economy'. (2) There is no d.cubt as to what the

Quoted- in V"L. Meller and_ A.l{.
i42]-L, ],{oscow and. Leningredr

Pankratova, rThe Workels_l Uovement
1926, pp"|F75"

(z)
' ' Lenj-n2 Sochi nenyae voi "XII r pp .25-25 "



workers themselves meant and wanted.. The January 1918 j-ssue of Vestnik
Metallista (fne t,tctal T{orkers' Herald.) carried an article by a N;-Tffi
lpovr an engineeri-ng worker. tThe worki-ng classr he stated rby its
nature, " " should- occupy the central place in production and. especially
in its organization... All production in the future must be a reflec-
tion of the proletarian nind- and. ,rill.t Thc First Congress of Trad-e
Unions (January 1918) resolved that tthe trad.e urion organisati-ons, as
class organisations of the proletarlat built on an ind.ustrial basisr.
must take upon themselves th.e nain task of organising production"..t(1)

'Throughout 1918 the trad-e unj-ons played a very important
role in the management of the economy, (2) This roJe was itself to
provoke important d-j-ssensions within the ranks of the Bolshevj-k Party.
fhe d.issensions were at first masked. by other d.issensiens, namely
those concerning the concluslon of the Brest-Litovsk peace treaty, but.
after the conclusion of peace they were to break out iri fuLl "

Osinski and- other ']eftt communists favoured. the extension
of workeis I management to other sectors of thc econoriy, the ratifica-
tion of the power of the factory committees ancl the sei;ting up of an
overall national cconomic authority, formed. by d.elegates from the
workerst councils. (3) f,enin and. tire rernainder of the Bolsheviks re-
gard.ed. v,rorkersr control in a very d-ifferent manner. To them it v,ras a
means of preventing capitalist sabotage - a stol>gap measure to be
resorted. to until such timc as the central- institutions of the Soviet
State could-.themselves take ove:: ind.ustrial management and. rigrd-ly
centrallse its ad.nlnistration.

- The i.solatj-on and. id-eologloa1 d.efe:t of the tleftt Con'iarmists
on the question of Srest-Litovsk l:ad- consid.erable repercussions in
other fieId.s" It streng:bhened. i;hose sections of the Party',.rho suppo::-
ted. Lenirr in his campaign for tonc-man managementr of ind"ustry. In
March 1918 a decree \llas passed- endinpi vrorkersr control- on the Railvrays
and. granting td.ictatorj-alr powers to the Commissarj-at of Ways of Com-
mr.rrri.cati-ons. The relevant clause of ihis d.ecrce is clause 5 which
urges the noed for tad.ministrative techni-cal executivesr in every }ocaI,
d.istrict or regionai railvray centre. These executives were to be rres-
ponsible to the Feoplers Commj-ssar of Ways of Commuricationsr. They
were to be rthe enibod.iment of thelvhole of th@ of -theproletariat in the given__lailway centrer. rThe appointment of such
personsr the d.ecree conclud.ed., was fto be endorsed by the Peoplers'
Commissar of lfays of Communj-cationsr

E- q""a"U * O.t. Shliapnikov,
sian Trad.e Uriions), Leipzig,

[he Rus-'-jgm:--
(2) rCri*uman, L^e'The rIerol!:-!gr1g1-gl--the Russian Rs:volution',

Moscow, 7926
(:) 

See Osinskits contributron in the Proceedings of the First All-
Russian Congress of Economic Councils, lioscow, l9\8, pp.61-6{.
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Tfriting in Kommoirnist a month later, Osinski i,vas to issue a
prophetic vrarnlng: tlfe stand.r he r,vrote, rfor the construction of the
proletarian society by the class creativity of the workers themselvesr,
not by ukases from the 'tcaptains of ind.ustry".. " we proceed. from'
trust i-n the class instinct, and in the active class initiati.ve of the
proletariat. It cannot be otherwlse. If the proletari-at itself d.oes
not knor,v how to create the necessary prerecluisites for the socialj-st
organisatlon of l-abourr - no one ca.n d.o -i;his for it, No one can compel
it to do this. The stick, if raised against the workers, will find.
itself eithei in the hand.s of another social force".. or in the hand.sof the soviet polver. But then the soviet powcr v,riIl be forced. to seek
support against the proletariat from another class (".g. tn" p"""""i"y1,
and by this it r';i11 destroy itself as tho d.ictatorship of the prole:
tariat. socialism ancl socialist organisation must be set up by theproletariat itself, or they r,ri-rl not be set up at all; somettring elsewill be set up: state capitalism. t (f)

Preobrajensky, lv:riting i-n another issue of Kommounist a few
weeks later ( 2) reiteratod. the warning: 'rlhe Party. .ll1ilIfEffin have
to d.eej.d.e.." to vrhat d.egree the dictatorship of ind.ividuals will be
extend.od. froin the railroad.s and. other branches of the economy to tbe
Party itself.'

partly on account of their confused. attitud.e on the question of Brest-
Litovsk (ruthlessly exploi-ted. by the Party lead.ers), parily because oftheir comprornises on the crucial questions, partly because of enormousnaterial d.ifflcr:-1ties put in the way of the prod.uction of Kommounist 

"Soth the Ural organi-sation of the Farty (rea ry preobrajenfr])i-ffine
Moscow Regional Organisation, once their stronghold-s, fe1l gnd.er thecontrol of the Leninists.

By 1919 ther.e had. alread.y been a d"efinite shift of power.
Working class organi-sation and- consciousness were still strong enough
however to i-mpose at least verbal concessions from the lead.ers of the
Party and. the Unions. The Second. Congress of Trad.e Unlons (January
1919) had. spoken of granting official or governmental status to the
ad-mlnistrative prerogativcs of the unions " f t spoke of tgovernrnenta-
lisingr of the trad,e unions as their functi.ons broaclened. and. merged.with tho governmental machinery of ind.ustrial ad.ministratlon and. con-
troIt. (:) .The Governmontrs commissar for Labour, v"v.schmid.t, was to
d.eclare at this Congress that reven the organs of the Commj-ssariat of,
Iabour'should be built out of the trade trnion apparatust. (+)

Kommorxrist, 1918, p.5
(2)
(3)

Kommounist, Itro "{, May 1918

See rThe Second-
reportr, Moscow,

All-Russian Congress of Trad.e Unions: Stenographic
L9j-9t I, 97.

( +) ibj.d . y p.99 .
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The Eight Party Congress held. a ferv vreeks later (llalcl. 1919)
was to ratify thesc conceptiops. It proclaimed- that rthe organisatj-onal
apparatus rof socialised. i-nd"ustry must be based. prlmarily on thc trad"e
uni-ons. . . The trad.e unj-ons must. proceed. to the er.ctual concentration,
in their ovrn hands (our emphasis) of all the ad.ministration of the whole

3ut thesc vrere largely verbal sops to the rank and. file.of
the Party and the Unions. Thc years 1918 and. i-9t.9 salv an irnnense cen-
tralisation of economic ad.mini-stratj-on. This ivas largely d.ictated. b3'
the nece'ssi-ties of war and- of itsclf need- not have had harmfuJ- effects.
There is no intrinsic merit in d.occntrali-sation, as the anarchi-sts
maintain; The Pafis Comnunca a congrcss of Soviets - or a shop steward.s
or strj-Ice::committee to takc conternporary analo6iics - are all nignty cen-traliscd and- highly democratic. Feud.alism, on thc other hand, was-both
deccntralised- aird. bureaucratic " The key question was who v,ras to ad.mi-
nister thc ccntraliscd. acparatus.

For a while collective nanagement prevailed. on the board.s
(colLegia) of the centralised- ad.miiristrati-on. there was massive. trado
rrnion participation. The real d-egeneration set in vrhen both of these
basic features of the proletarian state were und.errn-lned.. For as Kr,itz-
man (Z) pointed- out co1lective management 1s tthe specific, d.istinctive
mark of the proletariat, d.istinguishing it from all other social classes"
It is the most d.emocratj-c principle of organizatffit.

Following the publication of Trotskyts theses on the milita-
risation of labour (Pravd.a, necember 1'/, 1919) the whore controversy
took a'-m.uch sharper turn. ft vras clear by nov.r that the'trihites,were
faoing'd.efeat and. the nasses more than 

"rrl= 
yurrned- to iaste at last

the fruits of their Revolution"

rt vras at this stage that ienin v,nrote: rrhe col1eg,ia1 prin-
ciple ( eolleetive management), " . represents sqmethlng ruclimeitary,
neoessary for'the first stage, vrhen it is necessaxy to build. anevr. Thetransition to practical work 1s connected. v'rith ind.ivid.ual authority"
This is the system vrhi"ch rnore than any cther assures the best utilisa-
tion of human resoLrrces " " . 

I ( 3) In his theses presented to the ],linth
Party Congress (I\[alch l92O) he u-rote: 'The elective principle must novr

(r) rlrogramme of the Russi-an Commr.urist party (lo:.sneCks). nesolutions,
i, p.422.

/ o\\'/ Kritzman, t.
Moscow, 1926,

( 3) t,"rrirr. speech
lYorks, XXV,

'The Heroic Pcriod. of the Russian Rcvolutiooi. 
" :

lJ. vJ.

to Second. Congress of Economic Councils (January L920)
p" 17



replaced. b). the principle of selectionr. (r) collectlve management
d.ismissed. as iutopianr, timpracticalr and_ rinjurious', (Z)

Early Ln a)Zo there were, it is true, d.iffering shad.es ofopinion among irre loisirevik lead*"i (Leninr-TrotsJcy and.'Buktr"i"l 
-i"

the trad.e u.nion questiorr,. But, as w:i1i be shovm, a lot more united.thom than separated. them. In their attitud.e to the d.eveloping l4lorkerstOpposition '- ancl to the l.ielvs it rvas beglnning to put forrvard - theypresented. a united. front "

TROTSKYTs views are wel-l kno.lr,::" rfho yogng lvorkers stater,[rotsky vnrffier the ]Jinth congress, trequires trad.e unions not fora struggle for better cond-itions of Iabour".. but to organlso the wor-king crass. for the end.s of prod.uction, to ed.ucatc, to d.Iscipline theworkers"." to cxercise their authority hand. in hand. with the State, tolead the vrorkers into ihe framevrork oi a single economic p1an.".;-(ij-tThe unions should d:iscipline the workers and teach them io pfu"u iiruinterests of proCuction ibove their own necd.s and. demand.sr. Trotsky
d-enoturced' those who protested. at his views. He said., of the militari-sation of laborl}: tThis term at once brings us into the reg'ion cf thegreatest posslble superstitions arrd. outcries from the opposition,t (+)
He d-enor:nced- his opponents as Menshevj-ks, and_ rpeople rurr or trad.eunionist prejudices r .

rThe militar:-satioR of labourr he declared- at tne frrira Con-gress.orl Trad-e Unions, t"." is the i-nd.i-spensable basic method for theorganlsatron of our labcur forces. t t:Iias i-t truet he asked. I that com-pulsory laborrt' vras alvlays unprod.uctive?' . He d.enounced. this vlevr asra wretched. and. mj-serable liberal prejud.icer, learned}y poj_nting outthat rchati;eI slavery, tco, wris proauctiver - and. that cimpulsory serf
labou-r vras in its time ta progressive phenomenonr. (:) lle told" the
unions that icoercj-on, regimcntation and. militerrisation of labour .\,\rere
no mere emergency rneasllres and- that the v'rorkers state normally hafl the

(t) 
l"lr11 ,T!=e Tpde Unions and t ,. These's presented on"
behaLf of the central commitiee, N-intE rarty congress, Append.ix 12,p. 532 "

(2) l,urrirr. Ninth party Congressy pp , 26, 28.
(3) nrotuay" rlictatorship vs. Democrgqyr, p. 14.
( +) ibid.. r p. 14.
(5) ,*ru Pan-Russian ccngress of rrade unions z J - 1? April ,L9zo.

stenographic account of plenary sesslons. Moscow, l)zt"

be
he
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right to coerce.-ur 9i!if9t to perform g3y vrork at any place of its
choosing (our emp-[-as:.s).(r) A littre rEI6r he proclfrmed that thermilitarisation of the trad.e trnions and. the m1l-itarisati'on of transport
required. an internal, id.eoIog.ical militarisation.. "r (z) etc. Just
exactfy wtatffiE?o1;Effillftarisatj-onr means can be gathered. by,-,qu,lc$ ,glance g,t- the history of the repeated factlon fights that havepJ.agued the Trotskyist movement ever sincel

The unions, accord.ing to LEIIIN were to be the link or ttrans-
rnission beltr between the party and_-thlmass of non-party workers.
[hey rTiere not to be institutions or the staie. But iti""*."-;;-;;
sense to be a real autonomy. Party influence had. to be developed. inthe rmions. The irnion* wotld. be sirongiy i"ff"enced by party thlnking
and' wouLd- irird.ertake the political education of the ,as"es along llnesdet€rmlned by the party. rn this way they woul_d rhelp deveiop theprod.uctlvity of labourr and play a useful role in the buirdj-ng ofrSocj-a1ismt. These views of Lenj.nts in no yray oonflicted- rrith hisvlews on tone-marr. managenentr in:-nd.ustry. Ai no stage d.id. Lenin envi--sage the.-.*r,.-i?rr" as playing an ind.epend.eni role in the initiation - or
even in the implementation - of poliCt. -

BIII(HARINTs views of thc unions had- been clearly erpressed atthe ldinth- Fongress" IIe had. advocated- the rgovernmentalisingr of thewrions, their incorporation into the cfflcial- apparatus of ind.ustrialad.ministration. rTie unionsr he had. stated., rmust.particip";;Ti;-:
prod-ucti-on)".. not as ind.epend.ent organs, on whose shoulders ,this rrthat fur:ction rests, but .s org*rrs 

"iouuiy tied. to the general frameworkof soviei; insti-tutionsr . Bukharin rvas a iovr months latJr to ad.vocatetworkers d.emocracy ih prod.uctionr, in an attempt to buiId. a brid.gebetween the official yi-er,vs of the Party and. those of the Iiforkers, oppo-sition' Thls was to earn hi-m some of Lenints severe"t 
"t=ict,n;".-(5i

(z) 
Tryl.ay.-- speech to the enlarged. Plenum of the Tsektran, December 2,L92O. Tliorks, JCy, pp.4ZZ-423"

(:) Lonin- ton the Trade unions, the c,ment situation, and the
Mistakes of comrad.e Trotsky. r Tforks, XX\ru, pp. 63-81 .
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FooTliOTE 5.

The Xighth P_ep:Egssian Conqless of Soviets was held. beti,veen
December 2 vided. an opportu-
nlty for a public airing of the d.J.verging viewpbints vrhich had d.eve-
l-oped. within the Party and whlch could. no longer be contalned within
its ranks. The degree of opposition which had by this time d.eveloped.
to official Party policy can be gauged. by the oontents of Zinovievrs
speech to the Congress. Zinoviev promised.:

tlTe will estabfish more intir.rate contacts lvith the working
masses. IYe will hold meetings in the barracks, in the camps and. in
the factories. [he i,'lorking masses will then... und"erstand. that it is
no joke v.rhen we proolaim that a netv era is about to start, that as soon
as we oan breathe freely again we wi-1l transfer our political meotings
into the factories. . . trVe are asked. ivhat r.re mean by vrorkers and. pea-
sants democracy. I answerc nothing more and. nothing less than r,'rhat
we meant by it in 1917. 'ilIe must re-es.tablish the princlple of elec-
tion in the t',rorkers and. peasants democracy.. " If vre have d.eprived ou::-
selves of the most elementary dernocrati-c rights for r;,rorkers and. pea-
sants, it is time we put an cnd. to this state of' affairst. (r)

:.

Zi-,novJ.evrs concern for d.emocracy d.id. not carry much weight.
It vuas tactically and factionaily motivated- and- part of a campaj-gn to
d.iscred.it Trotsky. Zinoviev had d.uring this very period" been involved.
in a v,rhole series of shad.y d.eals behind. the scenes which had. verylitt1e to d.o with workers and peasants d.omocracy! shapiro (trhe ori-
gj-n of the Communist Autocracyt) reports tbat public oratorsr-ffich
of witty comments, could. always get a laugh from thcir audience by 

,

carefully chosen cluotations from Zinovi-ev on the subject of d.emocrb,tio
rights! . . :

Following the Congress a rneeti-ng r,,ras held ln the Solshoi
Theatre, on December 30e L92O, at which the various Party lead.ors pub-
1ic1y'etated. their d"ifferenocs. Trotsky and Bukharin reiterated- their
vievrs, which d.iffered. only fractionally from one another" l,enin and.
Zinoviev spoke for the centre of the Pa.rty. Lenints vier,vs had. changed. 

.a littIe, as vri11 be seen in Footnote 10. lie now fclt j-t necessary to,..,
d.issociate himself fron Trotsky. . Shliapnikov spoke for the Vforkers r '' '!"
0pposition. He d.emand.ed. that a1l- ad.ministrative organs should. bo olectod.
and. responsible to tho organised. v,rorkors and. proposed. an tA1l-Russia.n
Congress of Prod.ucersr. _.The thqges of the Il{orkerst Opposition onrthe
trad.e union questi-on, first publicly presented at thls meeting, were
subsequently published. 1n Pravd.a (January 2!, 1921)

(1) Stenographic report of the Eighth Congress of Soviets, Moscow,
1921, p. 324.
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F.OOTNOTE 6 "

There is consid.erabl.e:. Eonfusion, in the rrorki-ng class movement,
on-_thero1eofttechnici-ansland.lspecia11sts'inasocia1istsociety"
li'fhat is this role? And d.oes it cntitle them to exert any special in-
fluence or to have any special privileges?

nuring the last 3 or 4 d.ecad.es a whole system of id.eas and
a whole mysti-c1ue of management have grad.ually d.eveloped_. Both are
carefully fostered. by private capitalist and. state bureaucrat a1ike.
Both are part of the ideology of the beneficiaries of State capitalism.
Soth reflect the concentratj-on of capital itself. And in Russia both
received. consj-d.erable lmpetus through Lenints repcated. ad.yocac), ofrone-man managementt in ind.ustry.

the irnplicit assumption of these ld.eas is that technological
knowled.ge - the j-mportance of which fev,r would deny - in some vray Jnt:--tles those who possess it to m-a+age prgd.uction, to impose d"bcisiqns,
and, almost lncidentally, to @ in tffi'

The sociaU-st vierv is that technicians should. use their spe-
cialised. lcaolvled.ge to d-evelop plans and. tecbniques of prod.uction- Those
should- be d.esigne& primarily to benefit the prod.ucer, not to ma:cfunise
prod"uction (tire tvro are by no neans synonymous). This role aoes ,,oi-
entj.ile the specialj-st or technicians to any special privileges. A3y
concession on thi-s point j-s a concession to capitalist valueJ, and- tocapitalismts rigid- C.ivlslon between manual and- intellectual labour.

-lA series of alternatives plans would. be d.ravm up by technicalexperts. Their detalLed. implications for each factory, for each sectorof ind.ustry and. for each regi-on of the country would. be worked. out.
To an inoreasiag extent thj-s work corrld. be oaried out by electronj.o
computers" .Und.er a system of vrorkerst coi:ncj-ls the various plans vrould.then be submitted. for d.iscussion, mod.ification, ratification-or rej;;:tion by those who wouId" have to implement them. Fwrd.amental d.ecisions
vrould always come from belolv. The prod.ucers themselves rrould- d.ecid.e
on such basic aspects of ind.ustrial policy as i,-v-hether lncreasos of pro-d'uctivity should. result in higtrer wages, shorter hours ox more invest-
D€flt r:

some of the practical problems i.nvolved are mentloned. in
subject is thoroughly d.iscuss a Z+ (J957 oaa
1958) of the journal of our tr'rench co-thinkors tsoeialj.sme ou Barbarier.



"FOOTlrofE 7. 
:

!
Koll-ontai was here showing almost irophetic insig;t. The

more far-sighted. sections of the eapitalist class, she pred,icted., wou1d.see no real objection to the complete nationaLisation oi ttr",means ofproduction, or even to the rule of a political.party of the working--o13":: provided. !heI. themFglves
Tg]ations_of prodlction,, I.e.lr- 

"_tion, to have an imporTant say in the d.lstribution of the -rgpcial pro-d.uctand.tod"eriveprivj.1eges-intheprocess'

I{lstory has shown the correctnesq of this analysis. Trad.i-tlonal marxist thought conced.es the point 1n relation to icapitalist
nationalisationsr. only the most shori-sighted Tori.es, for instance,
vrouJ-d'. tod.ay d.emand. the return of the mines or raihvays to private en-terprise or the aband"onment by ttheirt government, of Lts increasi-ngcontrol of j-nvestment and. of the e"otrour| as a whole, in the long terminterests of capitalism itself.

Most revolutionary socialists take a. ver"F d.lfferent attitud.ehowever to t socialj-st nati-onalisatioirs t by which they mean nationali-sa-tlons carried. out when the working class toId.s politl-cai-po*"=. ,Na-tionalisationr is then seen as a means of abolishing the anarchy of theraarket, of d.evelopj-ng the prod.uctive forces, or incieasing the prod.uc-tivity of labourr of tbuililing socialismr* This view, whlcb we consj-d.erinadequate, v,ras und-oulted.J.y he1d. bJr Lenin and_ by the majority of theSolshevjks. In May 1918 Lenin had.,,rritten thaLt state cipital an4 thepolitical power of the working class together constituted. the materialprecondlti-ons of socialism. ;tri"toryr f,e 'nrote, r.. " had brough forthin 1918 the tv'io irnconnected- halves of soci.alism, exlsti-ng sid"e by sid.elike two futurc:chickens j-n'the single shel1 of international imperialism"Germany and" Russla lvere the enrbod.inent of the most strifinJ mate::ial_realisation of the soclal-economic cond.itions for socialisi, on theionehand-, and the political condltions on the otheri. (ri------'

The experienoe of the 1a,st {O yea}s has shourn this analysisto be inad-equate- The concentration of cipital in the hand.s of the State,even vrhen taking place d-lrring the tenure oi political power by the workingclass, does not-oi itself tring about socialism. something else i-s needed,something that vriIl ollsure. that frorking class political b;#"r-d.o6s ' - - ";.-'
itself degenerate, to be replaced by tiic powex of a ruthless bureaucraoy,emorg,ingfromtheranksofthe-yor}cinq9ris9itse1f.,

(r)' renan.
Selected

rLeft-wi-ng Chil,lishness and.
Wqrks, vol. Vff, p.355.

Petty-bourgeois Mentalityr,
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This essential feature is .i,vorkejrsr management of prod.uctlon.
Unless the working class nai-ntains a-n ourer at
the point of prod.uctj-on - and. this is the real meaning of workersl
management - its political p?rrer wj.lL at best be unstable. At worst
1t will rapi&ly cede ground to the political powor of the managerial
bureaucraoy. For whoever d.ominates the rolations of prod.uotion, that
i-s whoever manages prod.uction, vri1l sooner or }ater d.ominate and. mapage
the State and. society as a vrhole

KSllrntairs text shows an extraord.inary awareness of thisproblom. Alread.y in 1921 she saw the d.anger of centralisation being
camied. out rnot through the labor:r organisationsr but through the igen-
cy of rthe most talented servants of the capitalist system of prod.uc{ion. t

FOOTNO[E B.

Even those sources most sympathetic to the Russian regime
"dnl! that by 1p20 there had. been 1itt1e if any change in the reility ofworking class 1ife. Years of v,rar, of civil vrar and" if ,uar" of inter-
vention, coupled. with d.evastation, sabotage, drought, farline and the ]rwinitial 1eve1 of the prod.uctive forces mad.e-material-improvement impos-sibIe. But man d-oes not live by bread. aLone. The ?arj-s Commirne.had. fed.
its d.efenders rats and. d.ogs... and. inspired. them to tstorm heavent (ltarx).
For a few brief weeks it had" totally altered. the reality of their exis-
tenoe, making them masters of their fate. It had. turned. all sooialrelations upsid.e d.orm:.

fhis vras not the case i-n the rsovietr Russla of l)za, where
the ind.ustrial w.rkers vrrere tsubjected. agaln to manageriaf autU;=i;t;
]abour d.isclpl-ine, vrage incentlves, scientific management - to tho fami-
1j-ar forms of oapi.talist-.ind.ustri-al organisation ivith the same bourgeois
managers, qualified" only by the Staters hold.ing the tltle to the pro- r'perty. | (r)

(r)
Daniels, R.U. tThe Conscience of the Revolutionr.
University ?ress ? (1960), p, To?, -----

IIarvard.
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i:OOti'iOIE L

Kollontairs quote is part of a resolution originally paesod.at the Moscovr Provincial Party Conference, oarly tn I)ZO. ft was laterpresented- to the l{inth party congress (March W2a) ".. and" rejected_.

A"S. B.ubnoff who had joined. the rl)emocratic Centralistsr
some ti-mo earlier vras a colourful fi6p.re. At the party Conrerenco otJuly 1907 he had suppcrted. the boycott of the Second" Du.na and. had. beenjoined' in this d.omand. by eight of the nine Bolshevik delegates present.Lenin had. writed- with thc lllensheviks, Polish Social lemociats d; B;-d.ists to d.efeat thc boycott proposals.

on october 15, l9L7 t Bubnoff was appointed to the militaryccntre, a liaison group between the Central Committee of the party and.the^r[ilitary Revolutionary Comrnittee of thc petrograd. Soviet. Early in1918 he had voted- vrith Bukharin, Uritsky and Lomov against the accep-tance of the German peace terms. He later organised. opposition to thesoroaru aruieb in the ukraine, a temitory to vu,hich the terms of theSrest-Litovsk treaty did not app1y. Towird.s tbe cnd. of l)2j he switched.to the sid'e of the apparatus" Despite this fairly early 3tirirri"t rcon-versiont he was purged. in the 1930is. He v,ras posih,rmo,r*fy rrrehabili-
tated.t in 1956.

FOOTIIOTX 10 "

The tPlatform of the Ten' - published on January 1{, tgzr -wassigned.byth@-S";;;;;v,Ka1inin,Kamenev,I,enin,
Trozovxl<y, Petrovsky, Rud.zutak, Stalin, fomst<y and. Zinorriev.

The d.ocr'rinent outlines Lenin's end.-of-1!20 vier,vs on the trad.eunions' The r-urions were to he organs of ed.ucation - not coercj-on, Theywere sti1l seen as a link betwcen thc Party and. the mass of the workers.Lenin now ob jected. to Trotskyts rfundamentil error,, namely hi-s assr:mp-tion th'et in a rworkers stater the unions are superiluous is organs ofworking class d-efence. rOur presont state 1s such that the entire organi-sed proletariat n,ust d-efend. itself . I{e must use these workers orga-nisations for the d-efence of the rvorkers against their state;:--aii
fhere is no mentj-on in the p]atform about any autonomousrole of the ,nions in the process of prod.uction. on the contrary. Theunj-ons were to wrd-ertake tprod.uction propagand.a ancl to play thej.r part inthe maintenance of labour d.iscipline'. The rarty remalned- supreme. tlhe

Russlan Commurrist Party, in the person of its Central ano" local organisa-tionsr Pa?on*lti-ona11y guid.es, ?s.before, the v,ihole ideological side ofthe work in the trad.e-i:nions. r ( 2)

rone the Trad-e Unions, the Cument
of Comrad.e

( z) ibid.

Situation ai:d. the lUistakes
p. 57"Trotskyr " IgItr, vo].. ,YJil,II,



.) LL

FCOTII0TES 11 and- 12

Staters economic instiiutions would. be I joined., by grovrth'" lJiany refe-
renoes have been mad.e in these'notes to Trotskyrs tcentralismt. 0n1y
one further poi-nt needs to be made.

It is generally conced.ed. in t['rotskyistr ci-rc]es that Trotsky
was'rwrongt on thJ Trad,o inions rluesti-on, ihat he rvrent too fart and-
rhad. to be comectecl by Lenint, etc. What is never pointed" out is that
Trotsky vras merely expressJ-ng wlth his customary rbrilliancet of style
and. lack of feeling for ord.inary people what many lead.ing Bolsheviks
urere thinking but had" not the courage openly to state.

Trotsky was too logical a thlnker, his outlook on life too
coherent and. systematised. for his attitude to the trad-e unlons to be
consld.ered. an isolated. aberration, Thi-s vias no episod.e of schizophrenic
d.issooiation. When he stated. that tlabour... obligatory for the vrhole
country, compulsory for errery worker j-s the basis of socialismt or thatIthe m:ilitd,risatlon of labour... is the basic, indispensable method. for
the organisatj.on of or:r labour forcet (r) ne waE-expreGi[g-id.eas that
had their roots in the very substance of Bolshevism.

ft tras after he had. erpressed- such vlevrs that Trotsky formed.
the Tsektran (see ?6ffiote 13), wnicf, he -was ruthlessly to use to get
the rallways runni-ng again. Irr all th,e bureaucratic measures he then
used", he was backed. to tb.e hilt by the politbweau. The id.ea that
Trotskyts actions, throughout the major pb.rt of 1920, &id. not have the
support of the Bolshevik lead-ership is not substanti-ated. by the faotsj',
The break only cdme at the meeting of the Central Committee of November
B and. !, l92oe when Lenin had. to d.i-ssociate himself from Trotsky. The
Central Comrnitt-ee ulas then to forbid- Trotsky from speak:ing in public on
the relationshlp betv.reen the trad.e unions and the State

tr'ooTI[oTE '13.

Early in 1920 Trotsky had- been gi-ven the Commissariat of
Transport, in ad.d.ition to his d.efence post. tThe Poliibu.reau offered to
back liim to the hllte in any course of action he raight take, no matter
how severer. (2) Once in charge of Transport, Trotiky was immed.iately
to imploment his pet id-eas on the tmilj-tarisation of labourt,

(1) Third. A1l-Russian congress
/ a\\z) I. Deutscher. tThe Prophet

of Trade Unions. Stenographic reportt p.97,:

Arrnedt. po 498.
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The raj-l-vraymen and. the personnel of the repaar workshops wereput r:nd.er mari;ial lavr" There ,ou,s a major out.cry, To sllence his Crj._tj-cs, and. with the full enclorser:ent of the party lead.ership, rrotsxyougted' the elected lead.ers of the union and. tappolnted. others who vrerewilling to d-o his bid-d.ing" r ,tlie repeated. the procedure in other unj.onsof Transport workers.t (r) The grormd. thus cleared., he preceed.ed.. to.thesetting up of Tsektran. '----- --' -^Y !<Y!

Tsellran (Central Ad.ministrative 3od.y of Railwaye) was set upin Septombeili@T it ,r,a" vcry muoh Trotskyrs brai-n chiId.. It wasbrought into bei-ng as a result of a comprflslry fuslon of the commissa-riat of Transport, of thc Railway unions anc of the party oxgans in thisfield'' The en{;ire ra11road. and. water transport systems were to fal1within, j'ts compass. Trotsky was appoj-nted. its treao.. Hc ruled. the Tsek-
.t=".* g'long strictly military and bureaucratic lines" rthe politbureaubacked. him to ttre tritt, u," it had promised.,. Gt"-- 

- 4r'v r

' These meas,xes got the raihirays *:nning agai.n " ifie recalrothers, who clained. cred,it for similar flats,. " A certain ltalian,for example.

i00Tr\0TE 14.

Fred.eric Froebel ( f ZgZ - l S5Z) rrvas the German ed.ucationalisty*:"ft::l l":l:*ud the 'kind-ergarten,. iea:r Henri pestalo,.ri (iiie':--
tod I ) l-ras a Sv":iss ed-ucationalist r','ho ach.ieved. wor1d. r,rrid.e reno$m for histheorles on the ed.ucation of the child.ren ot tire-pbo;l -- - ""

the word.s ttlnro systemst accurately reflect the true state ofaffairs in Russia at the time. On the one ]rand. there vras talk of workerscontrol, of educating thc vrorkers to =.n producti-on, of g=AETng-th-;----rigbts to lnspect, of teaching them ac"oCtrrrcy and. tha rnerits of commu-nlst prod.uction, On the other hand. tho 1ea] managernent of economi_c andpolitical affairs lvas alread.y firmly in Ee-rrand.s of an economic br:reau-.cracy, centred- around- tspeoialists' and managers (sclected. and. appointed.from above). anc. of a polit:.caL bureaucracy cJntred. aror:nd. the rspeeialists
of politicsr s the revolutionary party. ProleteLrian d.emocracy, both inthe factories and" in the soviets, was Llread.y mori-b*nd_.

Io neutscher.
( 2: ibid..

'T.4u Ploph"t A=*u-*,. p. 5OZ"



Y[e must comrnent, at 'this stage, on the d_iffercncc betr,vcen
worF-ersr cgnirol and- wgrl<grs:_rn?nagent. This is no termj_norogicalquLDbJ-e' lt is a question of J:aslc importance to the labour movement.

, rWor"Iceqst controlI impli-es that sor:reone else i-s responsible
-fo:r.therea1@gementofind.ustry"Veryoften;;-i;;;;;"less often subsecluently the lirorking class l,riLl be allowed- to inspectito ask questions, to protest, even to veto. But d.eprived. of the essen-tial d-ata, it wi1l. not be able to initiate fund.amenlal d.ecisions, to
gtt-id.e prod-uotion along lines of its choosing. The important d.ecisionswill be taken by those who rknowr, by tirose who rhave the experj_encor
because. they perform actual management.

r!?orkersr controlt implies a state of eoonomic d..uaI povrer.
forms of d-ub] polrer, economic d.uaI power is essenti-a]Ijr *nsta-must evolye either into a consolid.ation of managerial power
working class exerti.ng less and. less of the roontrol,) or into

and. i-ts relation to the orga-
in rThe h[eaning of Socialismt

Like all
b1e. It
(.,vith the

management, r'rith the vrorking'c1ass teuJcing over a1l managerial

Lenin was in no d.oubt as tc the d:ifference betr,veen workers t

control and workers' management " iie qu-ite consciously opted- for theformer, consid-ering it a necessary tschoolt for tne flttlr. Tiris is wellillustrateC in the foliovring passages
rUnt1l workersr control has becorne a fact, urtil the ad.vaneed.workers have organised. and carri'ed. out a victorious and. ruthless crusad-eagalnst the viol.ators of this control, or against. those who are carelessin matters of coptrol, it rvi1l be.,i.rapossi-ble to pass'from the first step(from.ltorkerst "pontrol) to.the second. step, to socialism, to ivorkers'regulation of procluction.' (f )

It i-s iTorth pointing out that the bourgeoisie 1s also well
ayrare of the d-ifference. During the spanish i.evolution of 1935 the
Popular Front Government was quite prepared, to use the slogan tnatio-
nallsatlon turd.er I'rorkersr controlt as a means of takins alriy from itre
wor-t<ers the railways and othcr sectors of inclustryTn vrtrictt workers t

management had a]_reaC.y becorne a reality.

FOOTNOTE 15,

" The class nature of tiechnology.t
nisation of labour is d.iscussed. more fulIy
( Sot:-aar:-f,y pamphlet No.5, p. T)

( r ) Llenin . rlmmed-iate- Tasks bf
voI. VIIr p. 328.

the Sqviet Government | . Se1,qcted..'iyorks,



F00TN0TE .17.

Kollontai-rs comments on the rdefenders and. knights of bureau-
cracyt lvere ai.med. at Trotsky, During December l92Ae at a closed meeting
of the Tsektran, Trotsky had. d.efended, his practice of over-ruling the
elected lead-ers of the trad.e uni-ons. He tcastigated. those vrho oried
out that a nevi bureaucracy rvas reviving Tsarist method-s of governinent. I

tA competent, hierarchically organised civil service has its meritsr
said. Trotsky" tRussia suffers not from the excess but fqoll the lack of
an eft'icieni bur"
n-ot ''rii:thout reason, as the rpatriarch of the bureaucrats'" (Zl

FOOTNOTE 18.

Kollontaits optimisrn l-ras not to be justified.. Between the
publication.of her text and. the Tenth ?arty Congtess the tLispute became
increasingly bitter. The Party apparatus itself i'vas increasingly used

A provincial party conference, held in Moscow in }Tovember
l92O had. shovnr the Opposition g?oups to be stead-i1y gai-ning strengtb.
tThe Yforkersr Oppositirn, the Democratic Centralists and the Ignatov
group (a 1oca1 Moscolv factj-on closely allied to the lYorkersr Oppositi-on
and. later to merge wi-th them) had. vron 124 scats agai-nst 154 for suppor-
ters of the Central committeet (:) The lead-ership took fright and early
in January 1921 thc tofficialr Congress campaign vas lar:nched. through
Zinovicvt s Pctrograd. organisation,

Beforc evcn the Congress was hold a wide variety of moasures
were used to ensure the d.efeat of the 0pposition. So irregular were
some of these method.s that the l'{oscovu Committee at one stage voted a

resolution (by 14 to 13),publfcly censuring the ?etrograd. organj.sation
tfor not observing the rulcs of proper controversyt. (+) On January 13e_

l92Le the 1,[oscow Party Commi-ttee denounced tthe tend-ency rf the Petrograd-

(i) f. )eutscher"
( 2) stalin.
(:) Daniels,

sity Press (rg66J. p. ri8"
(+) Trotsky. rAnswer to the Petrograd-

trlp. 826 - 827 n.1.

rThe Pronhet Armed'. po 503.

29.Sochinenya. vol-. W, po

RnV, tThe Consoience of the Rcvolutlonr. Harvard. Uni.ver-

comrad.est ' Tenth Part3' congressi
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organisation to make itsclf a special ccntre for the preparation of
Party Congressesr. The Central Committee was also criticised. and rurged
to ensure the equitable d"istribution of materials and speakors... so
that all polnts of vj-evr wouJ-d be fairly repeesented.r At the Congress
Kollontai was to state that the circulatlon of her pamphlet on rthe Wor'
kers Oppositiont had. been cleliberately imped.ed.. (f )

During the pre-Congress d.iscussion the Leni-nist facti-on mad.e
good uss of the nevr Control Commi.ssion. They ensured. the resignatiorr. of
both Preobrajensky and. Djerjinsky and their replacement by hard.enod.'
apparatchliks" [hey played. relentlessly on'ihe cu],t of Lenints perso-
nality. They succeeded in gaening control of the machine, even in areas
with a long trad.ition of support for the Opposition. The Congress i-t-
self was 'packedt and the official resolution went through vrithout much
d"ifficulty.

Lenin opened the Congress by denouncing the Tfor]<ers' 0ppos:--
tion as ta threat to the Rewolutionr" Others took up the cue. An atmo-
sphero of rnass hysterla prevailed-, never previously etrcountered at Party
Congresses. fhe Workerst Opposltion denor:noed lbureaucratism,." the \' :

source of cleavage betvreen the authority of ihe soviets and the broad.
virorking masses"r It demand.ed. tregular periods of nanual labour for all
party members, to keep them in contact i.v'ith the cond.itions. af life among
the workersr and. a purge tto remove non-proletarian elements from the
Party. ! ilLilonovr one of the lead.ers of the lYorkerqt Opposi-tlon denowrced
Lenin as rthe greatest chinormikt (hierarch of the Tsarist bureaucracy) "

The Ignatov group charged. that the olass basis of the Soviet regime was
c-h.anging and. becoming non-proletarian. It demaaded that tt'o thj-rd.s of
all nembors of Party committees should" be rrorkers. Bottled-up discon-
tent was breaking loose at every session. Through their control ef the
apparatus the Leni-n:-sts (u:itn the support of the [rotskyists) succeeded
hovrever in controlling the proceed.ings and. getting the Party to vote the
tresolution on unityr, forbidd-ing factions.

' The ttrnityr resolution ordered tthe rapi-d. d-ispersal of all
groups 'lv-ithout exception which have formed. thenselves on one platforn or,
anbthert. It instructed. tall organisations to deal strictly with any
factional manifostations by prohi-biting themt. tFailure to execute this

.decisionr the resoiution conti-nued tvrould lead to i.mmetl-iate and r:ncond.i-
tlonal expulsion from the Partyr. "

The Rcsolutj-on also gave thc Contral- Comroittee unlj-mited. d-is-
ci-plinary po$rers. tThe Congresst j-t stated. rgives the. CentralIommittee
fu1I power to exercise, in cases of violation of d.iscipline, or the cau-
sing or allolving of factionalism, all measr:res of party punlshment up to

(1) Kollontai, A. Tenth Party congress, p. J-03.
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extrrulsi.on from the Partyr. In case of infraction by members of the
Central Committee it ad.vocated. their rd.emotj-on to cand.id.ates and. even,
as an oxtreme measure, their exprlfsio, from the Party. I

[h.e Resolution also decJared. tthe most lmued.iate tast<t of the
Contral Commi'btee to be tthe stringent effectuation of uniformity i.n the
structure of party committeesr. Five menrbers of the Central Commj-ttee
vuore to d.evote themselves exclusi-vely to. party work rsuch as visiting
provincS.al corunittees and at'i;end.ing provincial- party conferences. t

At the Congress Troisky also d.enounced the 'ilIorkersr Opposi-
tion. lThey have oome out v.'ith dangerous slogans. They have made a
fetish of democratic principles. They have placed the workerst right tr
eleot representatives above the Party. As if the Party v'rere not entj.-
tled to assert its d.ictatorship even if that dictatorship tenrporarily
clashed. $rith the passing mood.s of the workersr d.emocraoy! I , He spoke
of the trevolutionary historicaL birthright of the Partyt. tThe Party
is obllged to maintain its d-ictatorshipoo. reg&rd.less of temporary rra-
cillations even in the working c1ass. . . The d.j-ctatorship does not base
,i.tself at every given moment on the formal principle of a workerst d.e-
mocracy. . . t

Outsid.e the Conference Hal1, many hr-urd-red.s of miles av,iay, and.
whi.Ie the Congess was stil1 in session, another d.rama was being enacted.s
the d.rama of Kronstad.t. The ttemporsry vacillations of the vrorkS:rg olassr
were being corrected. by Party bir11ets" The raen of Kronstad.t were being
denounced. as tcounte::-revolutionary mutineers led. by a lVhlte generalt(t).
Trotsky issued. instructj-ons to his troops to i shoot them dotrn 1i-ke par-
trid.ges t .

Together the Tenth Farty Congress and the Kronstad-t events
mark a turning point in the Russian Revolution. After lvlarch 1921 tlne
bureauoratic d.egeneration gained- normous momentrul. The Trotskyists,
vrho had. voted. for all of Lenints resolutions - but had not been consid.o-
red rygsal enough in their d.enormciati-on of the lTorkers t Opposition -
lost most of their positions on the Orgbureau and. on the Secretariat,
both of which vrere tpurged-t from top to bottom. By his actlons at this
time Trotsky was to build. a solid. and. permanent wal1 bet'ween his fo11o-
wers and. the genuinely proletarian revolutionaries. When a fevr yoars
later he was to appeal to them against the bureaucracy (lvhich $/as now
threatoning Trotsky himself) his ca1ls r?ere to fall upon deaf e&rs.

(1) rt is j.nteresting that
Trotskyists repeated.ly
rappcars to have been ,

Deutscher, vrhose rrespect for faotsr the
acknovrled.ge, states that the denounoiation

grounilless | . rThe Pj:ophet Armed.r , p.511.



In 1793, at the height of the French Revolutjon, Robespieme
had" turned. against hls left-ruing supporters ( the H6bertists and. tho
Enragds) ,,vho wanted" to carry the revolution further, \Ihen confronted
vrith a right-wing come-back some time later, d.uring the d.ays of Thermid.or,
he had been i.rnatle to mobilise the rvoricing class d.istricte of Parls"
He was completely isolated-. Trotskyts fate ',ryas .to be very similar.

Following the Tenth Congress the \rYorkerst 0pposltion rvas sub-
nritted..to increasing persecutj.on. The Party had. to break the 0ppositionrs
control of the },iotalvrorkersr Union, led. by lledvcdev" At the Unionrs
Conforence in ltlay 1921 the Central Committee of tho Party presented. the
luu-on urith a reccrmend-ed- l1st of cand.irlates for the unionts lead"ership!
,Ile metahvorkers I d.elegates votod d.own the list but tthis gesture proved
futile: the party lead"ershi.p boldIy appointed. their oyrn men to the union-
officos and. the opposition collapsedt. (f) In L[arch 1922, another Con-
ference of the ,I,letalworkerst Union vras held-. Union policy r,vas. d,ecid.ed.
by tho Partyr fraction, l'those meeti-ngs were being attcnd.ed by such, d.is-
tingrrished metali,-'rorkers as Leni-n, Zinoviev, Stalin, Molotov, Kamerev,
C achjn o ; . a.nd. Clara Zetkinl ( See Shapiro: op.. ci.t . )

A few months l-ater the Eleventh Party Congress (March 27 - 
!

Apri] 2, 1922) set up a special commisslon to tinvestJ.gate the activities
of the tllorkers' Oppositionr . A11 organised opposition rvithin the Soviets
wa6 Eoon to be d-eclared. iilegal. The Eleventh Congress also appointed
Stalin as General Secretary of the Party" tsut this is anothor story...

ra I\a'l R.V. Danlels" t?he Conscience of the Revolutront . Harvard.
University nres

READ
THE MEANING 0F S0CIALISM by Paul Cardan. What is a socialist
prograrome? fhe real contradiction in capital-ist productj-on.
Socialist values. A restatement of socialist.objectives. The
case for workerst management of production

}CRONSTADT 1921 by Victor Serge" An erstwhiJ-e supporter of the
facts and draws dj-stlrrbing conclusions,re-exami-nes the
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