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SPANISH
POLITICAL
PRISONERS

"Let no one tell us that we are a small band too weak
to attain the magnificent end we ain at,

Count and see how many are we who suffer injustice.
Peasants who work for others, who eat the chaff and
leave the wheat for their master - we are nillions of
nen, we are so nunerous that by ourselves we are the
nass of the people, Workers who weave silk and velvet
80 we nay be clothed in rags - we too, are a mmultitude..
and when the factory whistle gives us a noment's rest,
we overflow the streets and sgquares like a roaring
sea, Soldiers, under iron discipline, we who receive
the bullets for which our officers get crosses and
ribbons, we, poor fools who have known no better than
to shoot our brothers - we have only to turn about-
face and these braided personages who command us turp
pale, All of us who suffer and are outraged - we are
an immense mass - we are the ocean that can swallow
up everything., When we have the will, a noment will
suffice for justice to be done."
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Peter Kropotkin

He. was born at lMoscow in 1842, a time when there were
vast private estates ard, if he chose, Kropotkin could
have lived the life of a wealthy aristocrat, the life
of his father who had been absolute master of more
than a thousand serfs. Instead, Kropotkin gave up his
birthrisht title of Prince; the idea of anyone dict-
ating the life of another human being enraged hin.
Like his great contemporary, Tolstoi, he left the

Arpyy ranks where he had been a Cossack officer,
Kropotkin devoted hiuself to science, and he becane
eninent as a Siberian geographer and later as a social
biologist whose bheiry of mutual aid cast a new light
on the evolutionary process. But his studies and the
life of nisery arcund hiw convinced Kropotkin that the
world needed explanation, yea, bul even more, change
to a better way of life. He becane an anarchist revo-
tionist, and brouzht all his talent to bear on clari-
fying andé systematizing anarchist thought in such 1ib-
ertarian classics as 'The Conquest of Bread';, 'The
Great French Revolution', 'Mutual Aid', 'Fields',
tPactories & Workshops! anc 'Ethics'. For his beliefs,
for his activities (he disliked being called a 'Phil-
osophical Anarchist!'), Kropotkin went to prison and
into exile. Only cuce did he waver in his revolution- -
ary beliefs; when the first world war broke out, he
resarded the war as a 'lesser evil' than the defeat of
France which he tended to think of as 'the mother of
freedorn' (though her prisons had held him), The

Russian Bevolution in 1917 brought hin back from exile
and, thouch 75 years old, he mdertook what construct-
ive work he could. Bub the Bolshevik seizure of power

in October convinced hinm that the achievenents of the
Revolution were at an end; however, Kropotkin remained
hopeful - the last year of his life, 1921, was spent

at work on a study of the revolutionary outlook on ethics,
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"inarchy is the highest expression of Oxder
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As you nay know, on the 22nd of October I was
given liberty after 20 unbroken years of prison in
Spain for illegal propaganda against the regine.

Before I cane out the other prisoners gave ne a
nessage to spread through all the world, telling you
of their plight. I pronised then I would see to it
that their message should reach the ends of the earth
- and this is just what I an doing.

Bverywhere I have been (since my release), I have
found solidarity and support for the prisoners -
&mhhl%mwe,BMghm9Gammw,andnmv&gkmm
have shown me that they are not indifferent to the
sufferings of others. Various newspapers have already
published this nessage, and I nyself an carrying on
the work in ny own snall way, encouraged by the re-
sults, helpful as they are to the comrades I left
behind in that living hell that I know so well.

They point out in their message that they are not
being granted conditional liberty (i.e. remission of
sentence) despite the fact thet they are legally
entitled to it. I have copied out in full the legal
text concerned, making of it a draft letter, that
you can send to the people who are responsible for
implenenting this prerogative of prisoners. I trust
you will do this and in anticipation I extend to you
warr thanks on behalf of the prisoners.

Here ig a 1list of the libertarian prisoners and a
short account of the prisons and sentences as they
were on ny releasge.

Names and length of sentences of libertarian
Srisoners suffering imprisonment in Spanish jails
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Prison of Bursos

Ternando Carballe Blanco 30 years
Marcelino Gimenez Cubo , 25 years
Angel Marquez 30 years
Julio Moreno 30 years



Prison of Burgos (oontd)

Juan Salcedo 72 years
Pedro Sanchez Perez 30 years
Francisco Sanchez Rueno 28 years
Addresss

Prision Central . Burgos . Spain

Prison of Soxia -
Jaine Pozas de Villena 6 years

Address:
Prision Central . Soria . Snain

Prison of Segovia

Tuig Andres BIdo 9 years
David Urbano Berrmdez 6 years
Addresss

Prigsion Central . Segovia . Spain

Prison of Ocana

Francisco Gil 6 years

Addresss
Prision Central . Ocaaa (Toledo) . Spain

Prison of Valencia

Tloreal Roderiguez de la Paz 18 years
Jose Imis Alonso Perez 18 years
Salvador Sorisno Martinez 18 years
Angel Munoz Lopexz 20 years
Pedro Gallegos pang 6 years
Miguel de la Cueva 6 years
Addresss

Prigsion Celular . Valencia . Spain

The following comrades have been recently releaseds
Alicia Mur (4lcala de Henares)

Antonio Canete (?alencia)

Mizuel Garcia (Soria)

Juan Busquets (Burgos)
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Domingo Ibars (Burgos)

the last three after 20 consecutive and unbroken years
of prison. :

Soria, Palencia and Jaen were fitted out as prisons
for politicals in 1966, More recently - as a result
of the hunger strike of December 1968 - the castle

at Segovia was eonverted to take the 25 most impor-
tant of the 67 prisoners in Soria, breaking the inter-
prison coordination that existed.

Later they did an emergency conversion of Zarora
prison to take 50 priests accused of being involved
in the Basque liberation novenent.

At present Burgos prison is the point where the nost
important nembers of that novenent have accurmulated,
that city being the regional nilitary head=quarters.

There is also the fortress at Santa Catalina, Cadiz,
where the Jehovah's witnesses are sent,

Since the resurgence of the libertarian ideal in the
universities of Madrid and Barcelona, as many as 300
students have been concentrated in the Prision Pxro-
vincial de Madrid, better known as Carabanchel. At

the time of ny release there were Sone 60 libertarians
held there, in gallery No.3.

It can be seen fron the list that the libertarian

prisoners recelve the heaviest sentences, since there
are only five with sentences below 18 years, though

on the other hand there are two ETA (Basque) prisoners
serving sentences of 20 and 30 years respectively,

The libertarian prisoners in Burros were still tried
by the infanous Act against 'Banditry & Terrorism',
as were the 7 in Valencia (whose sentences are still
awaiting confirnmation after their appeal lodged with
the Capitan General nore than 6 nonths ago!l). There
has been ruch protest against the injustice done to
these conrades in applying to thenm the law on 'Band~
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itry & Terrorisn', siice their charge involved secreb
propaganda and the digstribution of leaflets, lighters
and pens bearing th2 black and red colours of the Spa-
nish CNT (National Confederation of Workers). It seens
that one accused was found in possession of a sub-
nachine gun and a pistcl, though no one was able to
prove that either had been used in a long time. What
has become apparent from this is that the so-called
tPribunal of Public Order! was created as a nere show of
tdenocracy! and that as soon as it feels like i%,

it makes judgement by such notcrious legislation as
the law on Bancitry anc Terrorisn.

On the 5th of this month (March 1970) sorie libertarian
conrades tried without success to kidnap the Spanish
representative to UNESCO. In their first statenments
they declared that they did it ir. order to demand the
liberty of their comrades., This shows how there lies
in the minds of all libertarians the spirit of rebel-
lion and protest azainst the crushing oppression to
‘which our prisoner conirades are subjected.

About two months ago 15 prisoners escaped fron the
prison of Basauri in Diibeo. 10 of these were politic-
al prisoners and anong these, 4 were priests. On their
arrival in France one of the priests said:'Political
prisoners in Spain are trcated worse than criminals.

On November Ath 1969 the prisoners of Burgos declared.

a unger strike, all other aethods being exhausted.

IT IS THE ONLY WAY.

A4t this tine in Burzos drisua there are nine prisoners
under the penalty of death imposed by Military Court
Martial., As soon as “he sentence is confirmed the
prisoners have announced their intention to declare
another hunzer strike. WHAT ARE WE GOING TO DO ABOUT IT?

Miguel Garcia
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Here is the message that a group of prisoners gave to
Miguel before he came out.
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Are there any political prisoners in Spain?

Wo, according to the prppaganda of the Franco regine,
Tt is nore particularly the opinion of Jose Maria
Oriols, Minister of Justice. These denials have not
prevented the General Prison Adninistration, a body
directly attached to that nministry, recently to allo-
cate the prisons of Soria, Jaen and Palencia to the
detention of political prisoners. lLater, the sane
decision was taken for the prisons of Segovia and
Zapora; In this latter, 50 priests are serving their
sentences, '

The prisons of Soria and Segovia, now naned Penal
Centres, are of the 'closed' type, that is to say the
regulations there are much nore severe than in the
other prisons. The prison population in thegse is dis-
tributed into groups 'At, 'BY, 'C', who are not
allowed to commumicate. To 'A' group are ascribed

the prisoners considered to be the nost irreducible -
the 'hard-headed ones' according to prison staff -
and groups 'B! & 'C', in decreasing order, those
prisoners who have rebelled the least during their
detention, ; ’

On the 1lst October 1969 there were in Soria 56 pri-
soners distributed into these three groups. Group B
20 prisoners; Group B: 9 prisoners; Group c: 26
prisoners, the sentences varying between 3 years and
12 years + 1 day.

The A group, considered to be the hardest, is housed
in the worst part of the prison in very cramped con-
ditions - 154 square yerds for 20 men to live in
hour after hour, for months and years, These 154 sq.
yards are divided in the fellowing manner:- a refec-
tory, which has also to be the roon for study and for
leisure, of 32 sq.y., & dormitory of 50 sq.y. where
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beds are stuck butted tc one another, and a little
courbyard of 72 sq.y. which never sees the sun. The
forced cohabitation in wuch a restricted space gives
ige to unbearable nervous tensions which leads one
t5 fear this will produce a series of nental break-
dovms which would drive these prisoners into some
desperate action.

The prisoners in group B enjoy the sane aniount of
space. Their situation however, is nore tolerable due
to the fact that there ars at the nonent only 9 of then.

Group C, the one with the largest nunber of prisoners,
have at their disposal, in comparison to the two pre-
vious groups, a vast auount of space. There too, as
in the other groups, the refectory is used as a read-
ing roon and leisure room., AS access to the dornitory
ig forbidden in the day-time, the living space 1is
consequently reduced by that much.

So, not only arc there political prisoners in Spain,
but furthermore, they are the victins of a penal sys-
ten ruch nore severe than the one used in ordinary
prisons. Faithful to the spirit of the declaration
nade by the General Imspector of Prisons, Fernando
Arnao Garcia, "one must neither vanquish, nor donvin-
ce political priscners, but break then dowm", the
ataff on those establishments translate this decla-
ration into daily facts, by forbidding the politicals
to have access to the kitchens, or to speak to ordi-
nary prisoners, or to carry out any duties (such as
barber, teacher cte.). These duties ar therefore
carried out, for better or for worse, by ordinary
prisoners, The 'politicals' are in this way deprived
of the neagre advartages attached to the carrying out
of these duties. Without any doubt, this is a dis-
crimnination wilfully thousht out by the Governor.
Vigiting Soria priscners is difficult due to the fact
=

o

that this town is quite & distance away from any large
urban centre. The prisoners are allowed one visit a
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week, which they usually do not get since their fami-
lies cannot come to Soria frequently. Certainly the
choice of Soria as a place to concentrate political
prisoners is not a coincidence. The families, who, in
spite of a lot of difficulties, nanage to travel as
far as Soria, and who stay two or three days in the
town, cannot visit the prisoners each day, only once
a week; this rule is adhered to in the most unbending
fashion, no matter if for a whole year the prisoner
has not had one single visit.

At Segovia, where the internal regulations are ident-
ical to those of Soria, are kept the prisoners on-
sidered to be as the most responsible. Some 40 prison-
ers are there split up into groups that cannot con-~
municate between one another., Jaen, a prison listed
as 'open' is nonetheless run as a 'closed! prison.The
population fluctuates between 30 and 60 inmates who

go fron there to other prisons; seven of them were
recently transferred to Soria. One should also mention
Palencia prison, so-called topen!, that is to say that
prisoners may go out to work outside, in actual fact
those - as it happens only a few - who were detained
there, never got out and served their sentences as if
they had been in a closed prison.

At Zamora, where, as said earlier, sone 50 priests
are in custody, there do not seen to be any special
restrictive regulations. This would be due to the fact
that this prison was provisionally and hurriedly allo-
cated to the special case of eccclesiastical offenders.

Since the creation of the Court of Public Order, the
sentences passed on the accused had to be lighter
than those previously inposed by the Special Courts
who had to judge the offenses in relation to the law
Terrorisn and Banditry. By new legislation Spain 1is
attenpting to adapt to the jurisdictions existing in
what are called denocratic countries, Let no-one be
fooled., This legal amendment is but a facade reforn,
which, in its implenentation proves even more unjust
thon the one before., When the Laws against Banditry
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and Terrorisn were applied, the prisoner had the adv-
antage of getting 'conditional liberty' which repres-
sents a % of his sentence: if the prisoner had shown
good behaviour he was able to enjoy his liberty for
the last T of his sentence. It had been so for 25 con-
secutive years., Since the formation of this fanous
Court of Public Order, the prisconers sentenced by this
sourt no lonzer get renission for good conduct. Why?
If on paper sentences are lighter, in actual fact they
cre just as heavy as before, due to the fact that re-
nission for mood conduct is ro longer applicable. The
authorities, in crder to justify the non-application
of this privilege, put forward the argument that re-
nission for good conduct is a gracious pardon and not
a law., The privileze of conditional liberty (renission
for good conduct) was nevertheless codified since the
end of the last century. and if that were not enough,
there is no doubt whatever that that the application for
25 consecutive years of thic risht nakes it a law; as
it is indeed agreed that laws are the product of
established custons.

Don Jesus Gonzales del Yerro, the present General Head
of Prisons, arzues in the following termss 'If the
prisoner'!s good conduct is cssential to the privilege
of obtainig conditional liberty, nothing guarantees
that once frecd he will abandon his ideological con-
victions, consequently it is impossible to apply con-
ditional liberty in his case'. Not cnly do they ask
the prisoner to endure his sentence passively, they
also want “« rmutilate hin both uentally and intellect-
ually; they want to turn him into some anorphous being
lacking in dimity or intesrity. In Jaen prison, the
innates were victins of cuch nental pressures; it was
denanded of then that they should, in writing, under-
take to renounce their ideas and no longer engage

in political of syndicalist activity. The Jaen's pri-
soners! attitude is to be noted to their credit: all,
to a men, in spite of their desirs to regain their
liberty, refused to sign a moral condermation such as
that one. ,

After having exhausted all legal neans - very linited
8



in number - to obtain the application of conditional
liberty, political prisoners from different prisons,
Soria, Madrid, Jaen etc., started a series of hungex
strikes fron November 1968, as a protest and to clainm
back their legitinate rights. Those hunger strikes
brought about serious physical injury to the prisoners,
to the point of causing the death of one of then at
Segovia prison., This was Diego Capote; He was serving
a 4 years sentence, and he had only a few nonths to

go before being at liberty. Of course, the Spanish
press stifled those facts., To lend weight to the act-
ion undertaken by the prisoners, their wives started
taking action to show their solidarity from the out-
side by occupying churches; this occasioned the inter-
vention of the forces of public order to dislodge
then. 'Sabado Grafico' the illustrated weekly, was
severely punished by the Ministry of Information and
Tourisn for having published a brief news-bulletin on
those events.

We cannot end this document without nentioning the
position of the prisoners in Teruel. In that town is
to be found one of the nost imrioral and perverted of
the Penal Centres of Spain. Tt is a prison allocated
to ordinary prisoners under the age of majority. Lock-
ed up there are the swindlers, thieves, homosexuals,
in one word the dregs of capitalist society, the sad
product of Catholic Spain. They also send there the
political prisoners who are ninors (therc are a num-
per of then there at the present tine), depriving
thert in this way of the political prisoner gstatus.
Placed in a perverted and hostile environment, they
sometines fall victins to it. Thore, at the moment,
are 6 FTA militants and two young tacratas'. It is
casy to appreciate the state of novale in these young
people who have only just opened thelr eyes onto the
gocial sepct of life, and who are in this way depri-
ved of the stirulation and exanple that mature prison-
ers can bestow, These young people are therefore en-
during a double unbearable and inhuman sentence.,

The situation of political prisonsrs, particularly of
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those we have just talked about, is such an alarning
one that a group of lawyers (zathered around Me Maria
Imisa who looks after some of the Soria prisoners,:
and Don Jaine Cortezo, enminent Madrid 1awyer) sent a
plea to the ilinistry of Justice to ask for a relexa-
tion in the harshness of the regulations to which
those prisoncrs in Group A in Soria prison are subject-
ed as previously menticned. Don Jaime Corteza, who
defended Iuis Andres Ldo and %o other tacratas', told
us that lawyers will do all they can, though they have
1ittle hope of obtaining satisfaction.

If political prisoners resort to action to regain
their richts, it is because if they are puished they
would in any case always be under permanent sanction.
Who is responsible for this state of affairs?:The
General Head of Prisons (Darsction General de Prision)
by refusing to allow theu the advantages to which they
are legally entitled. :

Tn Soria the last hunger strike which started on 29
May 1969 gave rise to a sanction of 75 days in soli-
tory. And sone anong the 53 prisoners, such as the
young libertarian David Urbano aged 24, had his sanc-
tion len~thened to 115 days for being ta moaner',

o0
This is briefly the situetion of the Spanish political
prisoners who are locked up in special priscns, far
away from urban centres. The outside world is ignorant
of their lancntable living conditions. The elite of
Spanish youth is slowly dying away in. prisons, without
any legal redress or guarantee of any sort, in total
isolation and silence carefully naintained by the press.
May this news rcach the consciences of those who are
able to still live at liberty! May all that can be
done cone to be, to put an end to this penal.systen
that has nothing to envie the practiced of the Nazis.

A group of political prisoners.
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The prisoners' wives and families

I cannot end this article without saying something.
about the prisoners' wives and their selflessness &
solidarity with their men in all their actions,

During the hunger strikes which the prisoners under-
took to demand their rights, the wives made deputa-
tions to bishops and authorities., The primate of
Spain received them in Toledo, promising to do all he
could; but seeing that this produced no result, they
then barricaded themselves up in various churches in
Madrid and other cities, refusing to come out until
action had been taken on their request.

A1l the actions undertaken by the wives have had a
resounding effect .on national and foreign opinion.
The Spanish press was obliged to keep silence on the
natter despite the outcry thet this drew from its
readers - the Minister of Propaganda & Tourisn, Fraga
Tribarde, kept it securely gagged with his policy of
so-called 'freedom of the press'. A weekly, 'Sabado
Grafico', which dared to mention the question, was
suspended from publication and fined 50,000 pesectas.
But besides the bravery of these actions, what seens
to me to be the nost adnired in these women is the
stoic strength needed for their confrontation with
those fornidable prison-guards.

As the prisoners pointed out, for the last hunger strike
(May 1969) they were punished with 75 days of solitary
confinement. On 23rd June to celebrate the '8aint-day!
of the 'primerisina dana de Espana', Senora de Franco,
vigits are pernitted from the prisoners' children.

But this year these men were still in the solitary
cells and according to the rules there are no
concessions for men in solitary. The prison governor,
who always faithfully fulfills this rule, declared
that the children would be refused entrance. The
wives knowing what his intentions were hired two
coaches and set off for Soria, where they presented
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thenselves at the prison gate, together with their
ch:ldren, who asked to be allowed to see their fathers.

Hal it been.-a more human governor in charge he would

no doubt have made an exception, so avoiding the spec-
tacle of all thogse wives and children clamouring to

see their husbands and fathers, But we have already

seen what a tormentor this man was, an out and out
nmonster, with no feelings of any sort. He roundly ref-
used all their pleas, ancC the wives went through the
whole towm seeking support from the Provincial Govern-
or Catholic Action, and in fact every organisation that
they thought would he able to intervene on their behalf.

Nobody could persuade thet anti-social fanatic to zive
way, but the wives! courege was rewarded by the nunber
of ears this uproar reacked in a town like Soria which
had not before then been politically aware. Hveryone
showed disapproval of the governor's attitude over
this affair, and the whole town felt something for the
prisoners who now have a place in the heart of these
people.

I could go on for ever telling about the activities

of the prisoners' wives anc families in support of
their nien. Suffice it to ssy that even those terrifying
tserews' at the prison gates (especially select-

ed as hard cases) dread even the sight of one of these
steadfast women whose visits are vital to the prisoner.
His daily allowance ancunts to 2/2%d - inadequate even
in Spain! Without that extra food he would be in a sad
way. And Soria is not easy to get to. Isolated and
renote, transnort costs are prohibitive and for nany
wives it rust be only one visit a year. The regulations
pernit a supervised weekly vigit of 20 ninutes. Since
neny nen will not even see their loved ones again fox

a whole year, it would seen reasonable to allow daily
visits for s long as the fanily can stay in the towm
(seldon nore than 3 or 4 days)n But no, the diabolical
governor of that living hell insists rigidly and in-
humanly : "One neeting of 20 ninutes Tl

No comnents!
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They wori, but convinced nobody

The first wave of resistance to Franco came after his
victory. In reality nobody in Spain ever accepted the
victory of the fascist movenent as a nilitary con-
quest. After the civil war thousands of Spaniards

went into prison, or into exile, or were shot, The
Army built monuments to its victory. It made no at-
terpt to win over the defeated Spanish people because
it recognised that they still hated the fascist regine.
Thig is why General Franco did not try to re-establish
the nonarchy for 30 years and continued merely as a
nilitary dictator.

My own case is not exceptional. I was three years
fighting against Franco and four years of Resistance
on the Tun from the police with resistance groups,
then 22 years in prison.

No international laws protected the Spanish prisoners,
nor were there any laws to protect the paople fron
Franco's conguest.

For instance, nerely to try to get an increase in
wages at work is an offence and in fact 60% of poli-
tical prisoners today - even 30 years after the de-
feat - are solely in for attempting to augnent their
pay. This is a crime in Spain so far as the workers
are concerned and there is no pretence at it being
other than a class wazr,

The International Labour Cormission visited Spain
and reported on conditions of work, and on returning
to Ceneva was compelled to admit that the only way
to get an increase in the living standards of Spain
was to grant an amnesty to political prisoners at
least for those crimes that were not an offense in
other countries.,

Franco has said that it would be a sign of weakness
to grant an ammesty. There is one further fact: there
is no autonatic release after sentence has been

served, and all prisoners, political or not, must
wait for an act of so-cal cd clemency beforé seeing
the prison gates open for themn.



Radio-Vatican suvports e Spanish priest brousht to
Justice

Vatican Dity - 22 Decenter (4.F.P.)

Radio Vatican broadcast a commentary on the action
brought by the Spanish authorities against Father Marino
Gano, a parish priest of Madrid, wanted for having
served the CGeneral Lirectory of Security with a petition
carrying 1,500 si-natures and protesting against the
tortures alledpgedly inflicted on Spanish political
prisonexs. Anongst his grievances he had also denounced
the detention of workers and intellectuals.

"The Church is still-alive, and if you crush Madrid's

hand, it gives Rore a head~ache", declared Radio Vatican,
paraphrasing St. augustine. It added, criticising a paris-
ian newspaper which had compared Fr Gano's case to the one
of the Isolotto in Florence that Fr Gano and his superiors
are in'close agreement and that the Auxiliary Bishop of
Madrid, Mzr. Ramon Echeren (nonminated directly by the Pope)
came to be a witness for the defense at the trial. Pointing
to the difference batween the 2 trials the radio added

that the trial of Fr Gano is a law suit between "4 priest
and the governnent of his country".

After quoting the declaration of a Spanish Jesuite,
Father Diaz Allegrias, professor at the Grezorian
University of Rome, who fully backs the supporters of
Fr Ganmo, the radio concluded by emphasising '"the
popular indicnation that this affair caused in Spain."
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This is an article from "Le Monde" which reflects
accurately the tyranical treatnent of the prisoners.
This tine it i3 the Church that is conplaining against
the injustice of the situation. ,

The priest involved was recently condemmed and relieved
of his position. The Church, which has supported Franco
throughout his oppressive reign, is suffering the con-
fequences and apparently now wishes to retract - rather
late in the day perhaps, but let us accept it and

know them by their works.



