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“"When ignorance reigns in asociety

and disorder in the minds of men, laws
are multiplied, legislation is sxpect-
ed to do everything and each fresh
law being a fresh misealculation, men
are continually led to demand from it
what can proceed only from themselves
from their own educaticn and thelr own
moralicy.¥ It is no revolutioniat

who says thls, not even a reformer.

It is the jurist, Dalloy, avthor of
the collection of French law kunown as
Repertoire de la Legiszlation. And ye
though these lines gﬂre wrltten by a
man wne was himself a malier and sdmir-
sy of lew, they Qar;ﬂc”l? rapresent
the abnormal conditiocn of our socisty.

In existing Jtates a fresh 18
locksd upon as a remedy for evil. In.
stead of themwelves altering what ig
bad, people bsgin by dexnsan Tinf a LAW
Lo alter it. If the road betwesn two
villages is impasgable, the pea
gays: "There should be & saw aboub
parish roads." If there is stagnatb!
in agriculture or commerce, the It
bandman. cattlaabaﬁedﬂr _or corn

iau¢0ﬂ that we YGQh re,” ﬁmwn %o the
old clothesman there is not one who
duea not demand a law to protect his
own littls trade. If the empAoyeL

lowers wages or increasess the hours of
labor. the p0¢&t$cian in embryo asxciaw-
img, "We must have a law L0 nuu all
that to righta." ‘In shoa:‘.,r 8

where and for everything?! A 15 about

aw 2ve ry:
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faghicns; a law sbout . mad dogs, a& law.
aboul. virtus, a law to.pub a stop to . all
the vic 3

' all the evils which resuls
indolence and cowardice.

Yoo are 80 perverted by -an education
wihich from infaney sseks to kili in.us
spirit oof reveit; and to develop
Lnat ofaubmiggion o authority: we are
“o rvervegted by thiz existence under
the club-af a law, wiich regulates
every evanc in our-life «.ouribirth;
our sducation; our developmawbygour
love, our friendship - that, if this
state of things conninues, we shall.
1086 all iniviative; all hablt.of think.-

4 ing Tor-ourgelves, Our society seams
i A

ne longer able to understand that it is
| pussille to exist otherwise than under
? the relan of law, elaborated by a rep-

regen” e government and sdminiztered

by & handful of rulers. And-even when

it hag gone aoifar as Lo emancipate it
aelf from the thraldem, its first care
: Lo recongtitute it immsdiate-
The Year 1 of Liberty" has never

PN A

#¢ more than a day, for after pro-
L8 iming LU men put themselves the very
next sorning under the yoke of law and
autiar 1, & '

¥ ;‘i 174")“’(& D4 “

“he millicns of laws which exist for

cegulation of humanity appear upon
bzation ko be divided into thres

, categories: protection of pro-

protaction of persons, proteet-

" gevernments And by analysing
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sach of these three categorles, we arre
ive at the same logical and necessary
conclusion: The Uselessness and Hurt-
fulness Of Law.

Socialists know what is meant by
protection of property. Laws on prop-
erty are not made to guarantes either
to the individual or to sogiety the
enjoyment of the produce of their own
jabor. On the contrary, they are mada
to rob the producer of a part of whab
he has created, and to sagure Lo cer-

produce which they have atolen sithe
from the producer or firom soclety as
a2 whole. When, for example, the law
establishes Mr. So-and-So's right Lo
a house, it is not establishing his
right to a cottage he has built for
himsalf, or to a house he has erected
with the help of some of his friends.
In that case no one whould have dis~
puted his right. On the contrary, the
law is establishing his right to =a
house which is not the product of his
labor; firat of all because he has Bad
1t built for him by others to whom he
has not paid the full value of their
work, and next becauss Thal house re-
presents a social valus which he could
not have produced for himsmelf. The
law is establishing his right to whal
belongs to evarybody in general and o
nobody in particular. “he same house

built in the midst of 3iberia would now |

have the valus it possesses in a large
town, and, as weé Xnow, that value
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apisas from the labor of something 1like
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Tifty generations who have built the
town, beautified it, supplied it with
water and gas, {ine promenades, coll-
eges ., theatres, shops, railways and
rosds leading in a2ll directions. Thus
by recognlzing the zicht af Mn, S -
and - S0 to a particular house in Paris
or London cr Houen, the law is unjust-

Ay approprisiing 00 him a certain PO

tlon of the produce of the labor of men-
kind in general. And it is precisely
because this appropriation and all other
forme of property bearing the same chae
ract are a crying injustice, that a
whole argenal of laws and a whole army
of soldiers, policemen and judges are
needed to maintain it against the good
gsense and Just feeling inherent in hu-
manity.

Half our laws, - the civil code in
each country, - serves no other purpose
than %o maintain this approppriation,
this monopoly for the benefit of cert-
ain individuals agsinst the whola of
humanity. Thres-fourths of the causes
decided by the tribunals are nothing
Sut gquarrels between monopolists -

Ltwo robbers disputing ‘over their booty.
And a great many of our criminal laws
have the same object in view, their end
balng to kesp the workman in a suborde
inate position towards his employver,
%?ﬁ thus afford security for exploita-
Lion o

As for guaranteeing the product of
abor to the producer, there are no

8 which even attempt such a thing.
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It i3 so simple and natural, sc much
a part of the manners and customs of
mankind, that law has not given it &0
much as a thought. Open Hriganndge
sword in hand, is no feature of our
age. Neither does one woriman uve“

come and dispute tho iOQUCL T B
v asen tanothiersis I they have a

misunderstanding they settlis 4t by
calling in a third persom; without
having recourse to law. The only per-

o

aon who exacts from another what that

other has produced is the proprietor,
who comes in and deducts the lion's

ghare. As for humanity in general, 3:

everywhere respects the right of eac
to what he has created, without tha
interpgcition of any 'special laws.

As all the laws about property
which make up thick’ voluihes' of codes
and are the delight of ourc lawyers
have no other object than’te protect
the unjust appropriation of human
labor by certain monopolies, there iz
no reason for thier existencs, and,
on the day of the revolution, =ocial
revolutionists are thoroughly deter-
mined to put an end to them, Indesd,
a bonfire might be made with perfect
Justice of all laws bearing upon the
so=called "rights of property,” all
title deeds, all registers, in a word
of all thet is in any way connechted
with an institutdion which will soon be
looked upon as a blot in the history
of humanity, as humilisating as the
slavery and Serfdom cf past ages.
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The reémarkgrjust made -upsn laws Can-
cerning propecrty aresquiteagiapplicable
1o the second category df Naws  those
for the ma*ntanamcd'afwga?arﬁw$ﬁﬁ;:*;é.v
gonsLavuvional law. 212 edd CIRL WS,

L0 sgeaa Loavcomplete lardenal lof
iaws, decraes, ordinavces) ¢ridsys in
councii, and what not, @bl aereihp &l «
protect the diverse forms of afeprds~ -
entative government ;delegated or vgurs'
ped ., benesth which humanfty £ % Hehing
We kaow very well <« anarchigts! havd s
often enougn pointud out''in the i pgrl "
petual crigicism of whe varfous forms "= °
of government - that cthe missith of ail ’
governmente ., monarchicsl dohstitution. *

‘&l or-rapublican,* 4§ to Protdt an’ - “¢

maintain by force: the privel dies! 41

ths Cclasses in possedeion WRelsGd b 1o

cracyyl clergy andtraders®hAEagg o002
third of our laws - and @gﬁ;a_ggn“@ﬁy.gff{
possesses Some tenslof thewsands ot o OF
them « the Tunﬁ“epgaﬂ?iaﬁéAbﬁi@axés?@r,1
excise dutiesyl the organizatier s 4p.
isterial departments and their offizss

of the'army,’the police, the cfinyck,” "

~etc,, have’no’other end than to gain. '~

tain, patehuup, and=deééld§ the agmin.
8

istrative machine: And this msshine
in its turn‘serves almogt entirely Lo
protact’the priveleges of the possess-
ing classes. Anslyze“all theds lgwy,
observe them in’actidn day by 'diy, and
you will discover that not one {3 “srth
preserving., - By

About- such Jdaws there can Ve no two
opinions. | HNot oniy ranarchists Wyt
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more or less revolutionary radicals
also, are agreed that the only use to
ve made of laws concerning the org-
anization of government is to fling
them into the fire.

The third category of law still
remains to be comsidered; that relat-
ing to the protection of the person
and the detection and prevention of
"erime." This is the most important
because most prejudices attach to s i
because, if law enjoys a certain
amount of consideration, it is in con=-
sequence of the belief that this spe-
cies of law is absolutely indiszpens.
able to the maintenance of security
in our sccietles. These are laws do-
veloped from the nucleus of customs
useful to human communities, which
have been turned to account by rulers
to sanctify their own domination. The
authority of the chiefs of tribes, of
rich familles in towns, and of the
King, depended upon thier judicial
functions, and even down to the presant
day whenever the necessity of £oVarnm
ment 1is spoken of, its function as
supreme judge is the thing implied.
"Without a government men would tear
one another to pleces," arguss the
village orator. "The ultimate end of
all government is to secure twelve
honest jurymen to every accused person,'
said Burke. .

Well, in spite of all the prejud-
ices existing on this subject, it is
guite time that anarchists should bold-

L

ly declare this category of laws as




useless and injurious as the preceed-
ing ones. '

First of all, as to so-called
Terimes™ - agsaults upon persons - it
is well known that two-thirds, and of-
ten as many as three-fourths, of such
(:”arimea“ are instigated by the desire
¢o obtain possessions of somsones
wealth. This immense class of so-called
orimes and misdemeanors" will disap~-
ear on the day on which private property
ceases to exist., "But," it will be said
"there will always be brutes who will
attempt the lives of thelr fellow cit-
igens, who will lay their hands to a
knife in every quarrel, and revengs the
' slightest offense by muder, if there
are no laws to reatrain and punishments
to withhold them®. This refrain is re-
peated every time the right of soclety
to Punish is called in question.

Yot there is one fact concerning
this head which at the present time is
thoroughly established; the severity of
unisghment does not diminish the amount
of crime. Hang, and, if you like, quar-
ter wmurderers, and the number of murd-
ers will not decrease by one. On the
other hand, abolish the penalty of death
and there will not be one murder more;
there will be fewer. Statistics prove
it, But if the harvest is good, and
bread cheap, and the wsather fine, the
{ number of murders immediately decreas-
es, This again is proved by statistics.
The amount of crime always augments

aren
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and diminishee in ‘proportion to the
price of provisions and the state of
the weather. WNot that all murderers
are actuated by hunger. That i3 not
the case.  But whan the harvest is
good and provisionsiiare at an obtaine
able price, and when thes sun shinea,
men, .ighter nearted and less miser-
able than usual; do not give way to
gloomy passions, rdo nmot from trivial
motives plunge arkniferinto the bosom
of a fellow argature. .

Mogaovery it is also e iwell
known faet that the fear of 'punish-
ment has never stoapped a single murs
derer. - He who kiii& nis neighbor
from revenge or misery does not russon
much about «wonssquenceas: and there
have been f ew murderers who weire ot
firmly convinced that they sshould
gscape progsecution. : [ 5

Without speaking of a soviety in
which a wan will recieve a bettar ad-
ucatlon, in which the development. of
all his faculties, end the possibility
of exercising them; will procure him
80 many enjoyments that he will nou
segk Lo polson them by remorss - even
in our soclety, even with those sad
products of misery whom we see today
in ths public houses' of great citiez -
on the day when no punishment is in-
flicted upon murderers, the number Wi
murderers will not be augmented by one
single case.  And it is extremely pog-
ible that. i% wild be, on the tontrary
dilaninished by all those cases which

T 'y TN CF S : O s ] o4 wen $ e §
ve et predent to habitual crimin.
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als, who have been brutalized in pris-
OnS .

Ws are continually being told of the
benefits conferred by law, and the ben-
eficial effect of penalties, but have
( & speskers ever attempted to strike a

Alance between the benefits atitribute
¢d to laws gnd penalties, and the de-
grading effect of thess penalties upon
humanity? Only calgulate all the evil
pesaions awaskenad in mankind by the at-
rocious yunsahmants fcvmarly inflicted
in our streets Man is the cruelest
animal upon @az’th° And who has pamp-
ared and developed the cruel instincts
sunknown even among monkeys, if it is
not the king, the judge, and the prieatt
armed with law, who caused flesh to be

"torn off in strips, boiling pitch to

be poured into wounda, limbs to be dis~
located, bones to be crushed, msn to be
sawn asunder to maintain their authore
ity? Only estimate the torrent of de-
pravity let locse in human soclety by
(;‘e informing which is countepanced by
gudges, and paid in hard cash by gov-
ernments, undsr pretext of assisting
in the discovery of %crime.® Only go
into the Jjails and study what man be-
comes when he is deprived of freedom
and shut up with other depraved bheings
steeped in the vice and corruptiocn
which oozes from the walls of our ex-
isting prisons. Only remembsr that
the more these prisons are reformed,
the more detestable they becoms. Our
Cur model modern penetentiaries are a

Y T T T ST O S S T AR 2 st G T T L A S A R NN TS



hudredfold worse than the dungeons of
the middla ages., Finally consider

what corruption, what depravity of mind
is kept up among men by the idea of
cbedience, the essence of law.  Consid«
er all this and ‘you will éiree with us.
that a law inflicting penslivies i3 an
abomination which ousht to cesse,

The wman who i3 called 3 »riwznal
iz simply unfortuante, the remedy is
not te flogi chatnvos. imprison him,
but tdﬁtreat him' with"brotherly care.

"Surn the guillouines demolisgh
the prisong, drive out the Jjugges and
po licemen and take from the idie
middle class the possibility of dis-
vlaying their vices in attractive
colorsiand few crimes will mar our
4nb1ety$" £%

No mere lawa! No more Judges
Libertyy équality, snd human sympathy
are the only effactual barriers we
can oppose to the antiasocial ingtincts
of certain among ue.

This classic of anarchism has
been reprinted by Hascal Anarchist
Pub;ishin;- PrOFBOX 21k, Feterborouwn)
Ontario, Laﬂ3d8 o ”OpergLv, re-
orint as you rlease, '
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