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" A Jubi tqe paBei.

' ', Vicar. of , the Asdension,
Ealing, Londonr W.5.,- : - .

. T'here i'si d' sitory'r, p:ro'f"b1y, apotc.iryo.r,rl r. of Ge.orge ,Borro*r' ap"a sturdyIgth ce,ntury. P-roteltqntr. si.tting-oin top of ,a .i.g" ..ou.h ,l;Jing, ai ,i t hgnnened, o;ne of tbe 
':e d,rry Tiac ts feg lE iiri..' A; 

-ii;-:r" aa'.jo, n".
Decame more and moqe irritated untit he burgt-out "Damn that fellowScottiir"Borrow..believed'that rthe'sort of tfreology he vlas r""ainq and . ..
rvhich Iater bercg*: i?.qociated witrrtt;",c.iil;;i;'i";i";i-i;:;il;,Enr".r' orEpg'i-and rnl6s:-just another cultur'al'expr'e'ss.!on of 'th;-;;;.i;;:f;;-i;;"itliioru'Age-s,'fostere.d, by_tI," novels or sir-,w"1t".. gcott. .rn 'u-;;;;; n*-*...=rt;;;:"For'i'many.df jhe Tiactarian.s, as '.ir ,the a.rtistpr. archi!9cts, and eccfeiio-lo,gi sts gf lt-hg rrEDve,neat, it was a return .to the::'cathort,ci .uioate Agesrather than.the Catholicism of contempor.ari Qome. that they sought.
' rnake this point because, j.n Qrqer !o understanC the Catholic Revivalin the'Church.,sf Englancl as a iocial'phenomenonr' ,it: is necessary to ,dig
a little moxe, deeply'than mcist popular histories of the Revival have beenprepaa:ed to dig. Tire.'Catholi'c Movemen.tr espe;i"ily .f ter its "*"r!;;r;-i;.':lre parishes as th'e "Rituali'st" movement i-n. tt,e-;;";n,J n"if -"i lf-,e lastcerltury was a product, not bf one, but of many influences.r. In the case of

. :h".origina1 Tractariansras Borro,W percei.v.ed, i't wes an amalgam qf Catholicdoctrine and gothic aestheticism.'wiien th'e' *oo"*"n'i-r"u.;;J-;.;t int"-;h;---
" BaiishesI there was a third inf luence to -br.i"k;; xnto ';;.;u;;. .ii;i; ;;;the incarnationa.l social philosophy yvhich *i. a:peculiarly Anglican 

"on--tribuiion to, that.particular period of religious historyr and is most
nota:b1y associated with the nome,of Fred'eriit<'Denison uiurice, And thoughi.{autice repudiated.Tractarianism in.his own iii";i;;; .';;-;ilrr"rgn theO:<fcrd Fathers were socia] pessimi.s,ts, !he p..pn"si. of the Cathoiia-'--
'Revival.on incarnatlonal sacxamentalism and th'e corporate, n.a.tu.re of Godrs
9'e trf -dipc.1-':sure through a s.ociety, the Church, made the mar"r'iagg between

" it and 'che 
jsociaL tradition .of .Maurice -and hi.s friends inevitable.

A"':69iaf philosophy worthlr qf thp term must start withl.'.o"t;;-appTaisal
---. nd hpreln ,1ie.s' the most 6ignlf ioant dl.f'f e:ience between the sociai' traa-itions a.ssociatect with the Catholic'and Evangellcal.Revlvalg o"ip"ctively.
By- ""3pprai.sa1" or" course I do- hot mean the. siientif tc .apprai.sal 'of socteiy
'vihic'h modern soc-iological study h.as made possible. There,was a tim-e in thes0s when a Er.oup"of ,insl;-;;;;;ril,-'tr-,inkers withi" ii;;-;";;;"; ;;;:Lri"oi"-
lnrlugnc" oi the chur"il-uni;; ;;;; ;;-;;;i;y ,;;; ;";-',;;;i;i;s;" todesbpibe t!at.most people trained in thai aiscipiine would t"rm ,'tsocial
philoSophy"', I was: alarmed to discover even a few years ago that'there was
a. sQrcQIled Summer School of Sociology being held trnder t[e buspices of
tl,9'Ch,urch. lJni;on:,when c"learly nothinf like th" ,igorous "scientiiic disci-pline .accurately'telmed -l'sociologyt' was envtsaged. : ' 

I

Ncvertheless Catholic soci'a'I't'hin,king in the bhurch b;f England did start:from a 'conc.qp!ua'1 ba'sis which'Ev.an.g.e.iica,I soci'al actign,([h"r" has been'" 3g Evanseligal"thirJkins r,riorthy of the-*o'ra-;ihr"r.i",s,;i'aii';";."p;p;i;;I:istories of Victoriats reign, have, given the liorirs-share,of publiq praise
!o |he Evangelical.s" share'of soqi.i."chiqvement, 'whie h can be.rlisieading.

:.!t tne :[ime I wa's ten I 'had,been, shown'the Shaitesbury rnemorial'on the
r,^ra1I's of I-{arr9ry 59h9oI, urged to admirb the effigy of William Booth in

t "Iadame.Ty...,.rd's Exhib'itioi, ancl had put my weet<iy penny-inio t.he Dr.
i Barnardlo's, coIlecting box w'hic'h s,tood in .the corn""i of ,y forrnroprn$ eut- I had never heard of r.D.Maurice'nor.,of St'ewart' HeadIam.'Yet I now-thinkon the basis of my reading of modern sociil thilstory 'that ,tfre academic
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Maurice did more'to': :ieshape soclety for'ihe better than did the street-corner prea.cher-turned-phiIanthTopist wiiti";-B;;lrr,"*r',";-i";i;.ntarIy,
once stated' -that it didn t t .rea"Il.y: rnatte:r.: if a man died in a workhouse solong as you saved !is ,iout I I :,am ire,minded of a verse in one of thosepopular vlctorian'f ay'ourites, gaireq sono.b and sol.o€3

.l'But Inve been adopted; my-name rs written down,
: The helr to a manlion, . ,o,.n" and a crown;' l.te1t or g bottage -'*hy.,noriJ I care?Theytre build.ing aipalace', for me o"e, therel,'

fot 9I1 th9 selfIess, laboursiof the Evangelicals among the poor of Victor-'ian EngIand, their sloc'ia1 hope:never aspired much beyond this 1eve1.I

Th6 differFnce betwebn the Gatholic and Evangelicat attltudes to soeietywas that'the former took 'to.i"iv-.""ior.Iy because it took the createdgIdnI s,eriouol|.. Because the ciinort;-;;;i";-;i;-inoerstandins of Godrsdisc'trosure of hmmself to ma,nu,'w-ith 'the Di;ine truth of th; r".."n..ti;;, -
a Catholic Christian can,- or shoulcl, be involved in hr;;; ";i;i". ,impIy' P"gause they. are hurnan. chrtstianity, ro, ;i;; -i.-tn"-"iiiin";i;" of the::i holinq:s gr rrumppT[Te think.othe"ri." is-to "rprr..-i;;-;;;;;: ;i *r.,.t-, the Ia!e Archblshop Joost de Blank caIIed "partiai Ct,"f st:"nii;;. D; ;;;'-
,st1.r.t3d ht,s'9wn adult chris!i";-iire-as a conservative Evangellcal. In orr

', ,'..aYtobiogra'phical -essay, bublished a f ew years bef ore his oeairr, h" des""iu",hi.sprggresstofutiCathoIicChr1stianity3
,,, ', "Tfe^*s.9"?lentalism,g.f.tlg Anglican Church safeguards the totality' : of Christls red,ernptioh.'-In my undergraduate dals we talked aboui'

..liquing 'lotl5- 
^a'nd veryj jittte about" saving poJpl". B;t-H;i), scrip-

. iYIe,.s.?ldoT if .ever refers'to the salvatinn-of's'oufs for.ii ,"cog-
i :r ' : . , !i,s9l,'thl temp'tati,on to..think of the soul as a disembod.ied entitil

as' if 5E1va'tion were timited to the spiritual ar d non-materiall, part sf personality. This i s o"ni"i ;;-;;;-i""t' or";;;"";;;;;;;tion.'' .' Ptqrllse God became man in Je'sus Chri.ir.th" whole of Iife is CoJii;:' ,'r. 'q,nd.9ur tord wa's as obedient tb. his hei'renty Father *f,"n h; was ' ,.:' ',uiq.rti-ng_'a:3 carpenter ds when,the'was preaching the Sermon on-ih.,Moun!.-God'has thus set his seal .on the who1" Jt-iir";-;;; ;; ;;;"ho lfsntnto make an arbitrary division between the sacred and thA

.Q4",nf 
''th'e ''last thi'ngs ,tha't Joost de Blank ever wrote was a small contri-butlon to. the rather slerile debate of the 60s-'about the secutari.;ii;;-of the G.osp?1, entitIed.The. Retqrn sif the sacres!. The debate, to my mind,was especially hung-up by th.e Prote!{ant-tf,eotogians who iniif ated'it,and who'' were sti.I1 vi;orklng the dualism and the iarse ;;i"it;;ii;"tion ofthe Cospel' that characterises their tradition out of ti"f; ;t;t"r..

Havfng then established' that Catholicism takes the world, seriouslyl are'we Cathollcs by the ?gme-; token open to.the posstUit;iites, to the potent-iallties.' o'f the, world? 0ne of the hardest things to erxptrin'to th; rank-and-file churchman 1s the. difference between. the' liberal Protesiant
"sociil gospel" whic,h receirved a mortal. blow after"the First WoriJ War
and thg climate it'generated of dlsenchantment about human progress, andthe Cat'holic social tradltioh. The difference ii in 

"n- 
una""rtinJing ofthe Kinsdom and the promise of the Ki"s;;; *i,i.; i;;i;"-;;;i;;;;-ir,",n"of the Synoptic Gospels. Liberal Christlanity si, the Klngdom of God onearth as the culmination of the svolu.tionary process, th; crownlng

lriYTq! of . the world t s ef f.orts on behalf lof itself . The Klngdom in thistradition is essenti.311y anthropocentric and Pelagian in it; achievement.
A- popuLar' p.hrase la't:rttris moment. in ti*. : it. was, ,1sed,by, " B:ishop only I '
the othbr day: is the-reference to the Church as ilthe servant of theworld".: Thbre, is a real sense in. which the C;;";h d;;; ;;;;;t;"-;o;i;,particyfarli,'in its-ministry to.I'th; i";;i.;;llh;ra-*y brethren". 

-Bishop

Illlt,ivesto6,' i., his,tiiste"qic aabruss-to 
-th; A;sio-crIr-,oii;-'e;;9;";. ofL923, now happill ,r'eprinled, Pv tr," .chure! ,ti.tgliture Associatioi, urged

. ,, :a:':t... ", tl,: ' ,.",-,', 
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. Cathol-ics to "gird yourselves with tire towel of Jesus'r. But this is a
t-d.l.f f eran " thing f rom being what is ca1led "the f lunkey c.huxch", urith a'luaiterts irapkin over the 'ar.mr.pandering to the 'tastes, the f ashionse the
''prejudices, of the worId" Thir is what if,e Dutch Reformed Church in South
Af'rica is doing - giving theological endorsement to the racial intoler-
ence of the,rr.frllcaans people.
Fol the Catholic, the r-rltimate ,impor.tance of the world is in its potent-

, ial - that the kingdoms of the world shall become the Kingdom of the Lord
and his Christ; a conception of the Kingdom which is the only one with its

'roots i.n HoIy Scrin-Lure. It is eschatologlcalr oot'evolutiolrary. It
requires of man noir minol ad juslments, ilrlt meiaAgia, reb'-rth rather than

Lrl-Lher', speaking o'f tl-re sectari.a,nism of the Anabaptists on the one hand,
an.d the 1:riumoiralism of the Papacy on the other, commented that "these
tvrg bastard foxes snarl at one another - but their tails a.xe tLed together,l'
The tragedy of our time is not that Catholics are getting "unsound" and
dropping Benedic',ion, Biretias and Fortescue-OtConne11, nor tnit there

, are more Protestan'..s in chasubles than everbef ore, but that Evangelicals
a;rd Catholics are t,otalIy ineffective and 1n some cases downright heret-
icaL in thei.rs:ciaI',^r'itne.ss^ Although I rejoi;e in a bock like Brri-1.t -qg

-sr Ci_!,:f by someorre so ancestrally a coltservative,Errahgelical as David','
Shep-pir.l, I beli-.ve tha't his triAition in the Churcir of. Englancl, ies,pllte
-:is crrn ind many o'ther distinguishecl excep'tions, i: stilL individu,utistic,
c';1ri c:e'List:-c. s-;-irI defecti.",e in its doctrine of ciea'i;ion,r,sti11
i-nacioq a-L: in its una...t.";i;s-oi"ur""l;;;;;r;;";l .tiir-u+"";rtist in
its concep'l:.ion cl;he Kingdom c'i God. rts ner.r trendy image arrd its
undoitbted success in attrac';ing many young peopl.e to its banner mal<es
thc.;e clefects oven more obvious - and ciangercus^
Ca'li:n.-1cism, on '1e O:her handr at lea:t has nD; Ios',|.: i-ls doctrinal basis"
1,,/ehave.Lha-Lre.'SjtlranceeVeIyt.]-mej:heIMassisoffered,theMassthat
Fa-i,]ler/idder1ey?i\..)uesCr-]bedas''theueekJ.yneelingof::e]:e1sa.9ainst
a i.;aritnou-worsi-rip:ing o?der", Ilat,her- Catholicism has been pLaced on'the
defctr:i.ve b-i the ciefec'lion o.i the masses from'the Chur:ch, by the pqogress
of .c()ularicffir ilid iras ,:etreaceci into its own er:clesiasticai "ncIave"1'jo; -c ';rar the 1'o:r:maI iCentif.:-ca-;1on of tire Church rrriih t)e Klngclom...-che l)e:.'csy c,i u.[-5r-amontair-sr;'] - is thc p;acticai iclen'tification; the
r:^rcc.i. ls'l;ith fo;rr:l; of ecclesiastical Eove;n'ien't, 'the addictio.n -to
I:'lu;:,i"cii.orcccl f.:o lifc (applicabl" {o I*turg-'cal. experimenta}ists

- 
a3 r'le:.1- at, 1i'tu:c. ;r-t coni3rvat'ives) anC the conf usio: of mission wiih the
stai;is'ti-cai eval.uat'j-on of az-i:endance at pubii_c wo:ship,
Ti':ere is u1r'csLlrse a con't,i,uing socral tradition in Christianity which is
e):pies:ecl nos't'p..,)l'.1 :.'':i-1 b), the inany social utterances of 'the Wortrd
Council of Chulqhes. Bu'i.I do no't beli-eve that it is a satisfactory
subs'titute f or ,the :e' :wdl of 'lhe Ca-tho1i c social tradi'tion. It is neces-
sary'fo::'Lhc Ch:.rrch'to cio nore than seek poiitical allies ii: the secular
field, a1'chough'the Christian is equally iIl-advj.sed to set himself up
as 'cire so-:e repo3i bory of social- enlightenme'n't in a pluraliut so:ciety.
I was l't:iuck -,.lte'o'thq.' day bl' a letter, in a periodical devot6d to Christ-
ian sccial t,roughti r^rrii:ten by the doyen of tl:e Christenciom Mor,'enent of
'i.he 30s, i.iau:'ice Recki't'';, norv in his 3Os but happily s:ti.l-I with uso He
ltai c:'i'ticising a:'.ticles in the journa.l. beca,rrsc of what he cal-1ed 't.heir
exclt:r:i'.reL) nJ:,jine c'haracier" ;{e .gocs on:

"The arti cIe:; ere soiei'y political- when tl:ey sLrould be f ar more
often':":pied wi-lh'the pz'e-political; all- those aspects of manrs
nature anci fate whtch.are concerned rvith what is by its nature
antecedeir-t -co -. ':hcugh not unrelated to - urha-t is spoiiing menrs
11';el today. rhis i s because 'Ltrey are based on f alLacies about v;hat
hi-s t:,re natrir: demands and the ends lvhich in many respects he ought
ro'L to be stri,'.,irg fo:. A sufficient theoloqy should be'teIeological
l,-lor:e i'd a-u-tenpts io be ethica1""



i..r .

Idr Reckitt goes on to illustrate his thesis by recalling a meeting he
once attended of lndustrlal Chaplains" He found them sensible, sincere,
knowledgeable about industrial'relations; but, he continues;

. "while good rel-itions are always better than bad relations, this
subject dees not exhaust all that the Church should be concerned

neglects the question of the validity of what these relations
actually are. Secondl-ye they omit all consideration of what our
industry is up to: no industridl chaplain rose to te11 us that
he had'ever had occasion to telL a Board of Directors tIn
heavenrs name, stcp making ihati" ThlrciIy" and perhaps most
fundamentally, they did not raise any ques'tion of what effect
our highly mdchanised j.ndus bry !1,as doing to man".

What Mr. Reckitt is calling for is q xqdical Christian sccial tradition
in: the real serise of the word - one that gets down t,o the roots of the
situation. His criticisms have point because'che element he finds
lacking in the columns of a journal and at a c.onference is the distinc-
tive element in the Catholic social tradition as exernplified by Maurice
(blthougn f know that he is rrot. icientifieci wi.th thq Catholic Revi.raI),
by Headlam, by Gire, by l,Viddrington, by itr-,el-, 5y G::oser, This radical
critique of societyr what is more, inspi:ed the practical pastoral
labours of hundreds of selfless and sairi.:iir parisi: pries-ts in the
Catholic tradition u;ho worked in tl.e sLuns of our cities in the early
years of this century. It has ofi;cn becn s.uggcsteci that the Iatter were
mer'e1y dedicated paternalis'bs vrhosc leLatively sirort-1ived success was
who1ly pastoral and never politic..l-. A sociologist, Robert Bcccck, who
has completed a special study cf ArElo-Ca':-hoIic sccialisrn, comes to a

different ccnclusion:
"In so f ar as the slum ri tualists l,i'ere evei successf ul vlith the
working class in the na jor i.ndustrial cities, i-: was largely due
to their ability to sympathise;ri'th: and actively support, the
working class movement, and io support i:-LheoJ-ogicaily in a way
often more radical and evell revolutj'onari'i;han the I'iorkers: -*-1
leaders were thense]./es"" \

1n the same study l,rir. Boco:i: suggests tha i; i:he three basic theolcgical \

ideas behind ihe whr:1e Carholic soci.ai. tradiiion in the Church of
EngLand are the Incarna-Lion, the Kingciom of God, and Community" I
personally believe tira-L ihe recovery cf -tiie Catholic social tradition -
must start with a li, ic!':';i "':. eol.ogical re-appraisal of these three
themes. If you consider their secul;r:. equivalents as the exploration
of the transcendent dimension cf ordinal'y Iife, the consideration of
the teleoLogy of human existence, arrd the.::ediscovery of neighbourhood
and community, you realise tha'l; this tfreological exercise is no! going
to be a strange and rarified one, remote from the concerns of ordinary
Iife, but one which at many points touches'the things ot'most concern !

to runy thoughtful people, e;;;;i"rrv vorng people, tociav, r- -J

This then is one growth point for the renern/a1 of the Catholic social
witness. Another is greater i.nvolvement of Catholi'cs in both the soci&L
thinking and the social action of !h* Church" There has been for some 1'

years now an unfortunate tendency for'Catholic parishes - especially
those that proudly claim when seekirrg curates through the Church
_re_g "fu11 Catholic privileges" -,to t,ontract out of any consideration
of soci-a1 issues, leaving that kind of ihing to "social gospel Christ-
ians", or reserrinE specif:-" Catholic co:nnent for topic that evoke
predictable Catholic attitudes such as abortion and div-orce. This is
a.s much the fruit of scciologicaL ignorance as theolog,cal confusion.
Cathqlics all tco often react to the social'Li''adition of their
aqcestors by assurning thai, because the conditions of life that
prevailedr"say, in Father Wainwrightts time in London Docks, no longer



v

obtain today, the Catholic sociaL tradition which had its roots in those
conditions is now obsolete. It is as deceptive an argument as that often
advanced 1n the press that the Labour Pariy is outdated and irrelevant
because of its "c1oth cap" image. Cloth caps may be out of fashion, but
what the cloth cap symbolises, which is as much a condition of powerless-
ness as cf poverty, is sti1l a sr:oial reality. The nature of poverty
today is less easy to identify than it wds. It is concealed but it is no
]ess pernicious than when it flaunted itself in the pubric eye.
To unde.estand and identify poverty today means being better informed about
social conditions. The mistake made by the Catholic "sociologists" of an
earlier era is that their approach was a deductive oDe. They establtshed
a general theory of Catholic social ethics and then tried to make the
facts of contemporary social tife fit them. This I believe was the reason
for the rather disastrous association for some years between the Chrlst-
endom Movement and the economic fallacy of social credit. Today more
sophi sticated tools in the shape of developed social research techniques
make it possible for us to work inductively and with greater dccux0clr
I should like a]L CathoLic parishes to unclertaker ds a national programme
sponsored perhaps by the Church Union, a systematic study of social
problems, relate them to theological and biblical insightsr and flnally
set out some specific guidelines for action at loca1 and national 1eve1.
\ hook like Edward Pateyrs paperback Dontt Just tit There could provide

-a very useful basis for this enterprise.
I urould also like to see Catholic theological colleges give their
students a more comprehensive account of the rise of the Catholic social
tradition. I myself am indebted to the late Canon Stanley Evans who as
principal of my own college not only provided us with such an account
but inspired us in the recognition that the sociaL traditicn is not
peripheral but central to Catholic Christianlty.
FinaIly, let us follow the example of our forebears and lift up our eyes
to the hilIs - the Seven Hi11s. Inevitably the Catholic movement has
looked Romeward from the beginning, sometimes in the spirit of faintly
ludicrous imitation, but also in broad recognition of the fact that
Catholicism conceived in a narrow national tradition would eventually
shrivel and die. foday some of the most adventurous social thinkinq is
coming from Romer particularly from Roman Catholic groups in ihe Third
I&qr1d" In those parts of the world where revolution against repression and
exploitatinn is a daily reality, priests and laymen have been trying to
work out a theology of Iiberation which woutd become the dynamic for non-
.riolent social change " ljie ;inglican Catholics could f ind that dialogue with

-these fellow Christians, now so much easier in the new climate of
ecumenism, an 6nriching experience.

Let' me end by te Iling you of a time v,rhen Conrad Noe I of Thaxted, 1i ke so
man1,/ Catholic incumbents of his time, was in trouble with his Bishopr oh
that occasion for having a procession of the Blessed Sacrament through
the streets of the twon on Corpus Christi. His friend and fellow-social-
i st, Percy ltJiddrington, wrote to the Bi shop in an attempt to intercede and
mediate, "You do not understand Noel rs position" he wrote, "unti1 you
realise that his passionate beiief in the establlshment of the Kingdom od
earth is the master idea of all his teaching. lt is this which separates
him from ihe pietists and those who confuse the Catholic Faith with the
religion of the sanctu^rv boy." The Kingdom of God as the vision of a
renewed humanity - "the well-ordered society with the vision of God" as
Aquinas called it or the religion of the sanctuary boy? This, I suggest,
is the choice before this conference today and before the whole Catholic
movement in our Church during the next decade.
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