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In the Nevr Testanent, the syr:bol of the denonic is used of warpedinstitutions in the orclerin6 of society. rtt.Satan, anc] t.leelzebi.1r
are narles' for wqped institutions" (1). llehind the trpowers that beftin the world, _there are ,egf,_q-LQt, -Qe_!i1aqr-gi, gI_QIgi, e_Lqu,.=+-a_i, tl:ereare the,worlct rulers ot-6iffircEEffiffiEneE:sTl:Ttre-ffiEfEEnts ofthe rrorldtt(2), It is fron the worcl exousle, outll.o"ity, tha.t vre derlveour word eEo{glEA, and in t}ie New Teffiffi-it is botir'a theological
?nd politffifficept. rt is very probable tiiat-itro duoor,ology in:-chis assur:ed by the New Testanent writers deriyes fron the wict6lspreadastral beliefs of the lreriori, ancl there is a central the:::e of iosnic
warfare-, involving heaven as well as earth, and lnvolving a great
arily of invisible beings (5). "It.is these invisible beings wno in
sorle way,..stand hehlnd whr"t ociurs in the worlcl .,, (4) a

The.conin,; of the liingclor: of Goc] r:trl the liberation of ne.n is scen,
both in the Go.sl;el exor.cisrrs anc'l in the thinlring of Grlatians and
Colossians in particular, as belng,i r:rnifested in the freelng of r:an
fron slavegSr'to the denoni-e powers. [1]e exorcisns i-n the Gospels arefrsigns of the coning of the i(ingcloi:rt (l). Christ, acccrding to th
NeW [estar:ent, has conquered the i]owcrsr'anc1 Paul in Ror:ans looks
forward to the liberation of the entire createil orcler, perhaps
inclucling the Cenonic powers thenselves, fror: opirression ancl slaverSr (6),
It scens clear then the.t the liberation of nan fron slavery to t}:e
denons is not sonething which i-s peripheral to the Nevr Testanent, but
is rather tfan altogethcr central article of faith,, (7).'rMost of usrr,
wrote Harvey Cox, rfwould prefer to forget that for nany of his
contenpcraries, J€sus' exorcisns was i-n nc vJay paripheral but stood
at the heart of his work" (B). In Galilee, exorcisn was certainlytthls naj.n occupationtt (9). It is, however, cqually clear that the
cases cited in the Synoptic writers wcre cases of clj"sease for which
we toCay would offer a differerit kinc'l of explanation and clescription:
i-:ent&L disturbances, epilepsy, convulsj-ons, duni:rne ss, ancl blinclness (f0.
ii,Ihat is crucial, therefore, is that in all cases, physical ancl nental
healing waEr acconpanied by the sctting free of the iter-<on fron
opllression, fron those forces which stuntecr, and clistorted his hunanity.
It i-s this ]iberation, this achiever:entof the frecdon of nar:,to be
fully hur:an, which 1s the central puri)cse of the Christian Gospel.
The conter:porary Cenonology exllressed the opilression in terns of evil-
spiri-ts, but tha reallty of oi:lr.-.sslcn is.qtill irresent, ancl it is
this which is portrayed in the Cer:onic *oynbcl"

There secn now to be two current nisconceptlons about exorci-sr:, and
they are reflected in ncst recent writing, incluriing the ?pel letter
froi: the tt65 thcologir.nsrr. One is the view that exolcisn is inseparable
fronr oT li-r:ited tol the concept of p_ossgssion" In fect, in the
traditional practice of the we,stern church, as well as.1n-psychiatric
experience, possesslon j-s rere, thoilg! the rrposlsesslollL synrircr:elt i*
weil-knorrn. Freud, in an essay'of 1923, noteci the sii:ilarity betwsen
the c'ler:onological theory of posse.ssion and the psychoanalytic_theory
oi hysteria.--t,...Tlie neirrosei of those early tines crerge in der:ono-
logiial trapi:ings.....Thc str.tcs of po-sses-eiorr corrcsilcnd _to ouT
neurosos..a..In'our eyes thc Cei:ons are bad ancl reprehensible wishes,
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derivatives of instlnctual iilt1-rulses that havc becn repudiated otif
;;;;;;;;;:; irr)l'i-;;;;;t p:;i;;!r"Il:" writer, Rollo Mav' has saic
that del:sni. p"J;*;"i;; i".;i;ptt "tJre trar,litional narle throughout
history ro, p[i.ii;;i;'i 172),-b-i;""" thg,wort of Jung in thd whole
area of the .Uncor:.scious ""1l ii* synbi''lisn, we cann-1 clair: tha't the

"ai*eo"i*u of--;h;;iqat. an,J psy-chcprthology ar? rlte rnatives or
nutually exclu;;;;-iT"f )l-i"t iiru -solenn Eicrcisr: of the possessec
has always i-n praeticO re;rresented a sr:all rango of- cases, and the
ieea of exorciin is a r:uch wider cna; It is certainlv not of
ledj-errc,l" origin, 3s tras i:ce4- clrir:ed, ancr'-indecil it "* an irltegral
elenent of the j;,aptisr1al f-i1"r[y-i"oti.-the earllest tir:es. Many of
the Fathers refer to the ,1""*"iirg-or tr.i c'el,:ons in the water"s- (14)'
As early "* Hip;rotyius, there 1s-a. pre---;aptisnal exorcisr' The

rejection of th; :'ir:inion oi Sitan-i* a crucia.l elerent in thc
irapti-srral t.,aciiing oi St Cf!i:- of Jerusaler anC St Gregcry- af Nyssa'
The wateri-ng-,iown"of this Llenent in ror-rern An;l1canisn has serj-ous
repurcussions 1n the acceptance of sC rr*"f, in ti:-e realn of darkness'
anql in the avolclance of "iy reaf conflict with the Devil or the'
fallen wortd-or,i;;. In the"niclern Rottan laptisnal ritet,tl* flayer
of Exorcisrr r;-t 

-pr*y*" that' Gocl who sent i.ll ?T1y Son intc the '

world to ca.st out- the power of satan, . the spirit of evi1, to rescue
.:an fro'r the king,ron oi aarm.s,o enil'to bring hin: into the splendour
of his l(ingclcn of Grace, loorrfA set the candidate- lrec- frg-n-or1gina1
sin, r:ake hir: a tenplo of Gocl.ts 6'1oryr-end senrl rhin tlre Fioly Spirit' -
Thus exorcis, is one ete',nit"'i-" i-io"tfu liturgy of. deliveranee and

healing, ir which the rer.fir oi evil i,s-rejectEit, a4d' r:an is.restored
to the Divine reilr-:.
The secondl error is to isolate the c'lerionic fron its origins in
pclitical theology. So.]h" Cercnic ccases to be a pcwerful synbol of
deeply rcotec "vli in theicrea.te. croer, anc becorl6s a l-iteral descrip-
tion of entities withil poopf ". 1r-r -the i:,rocess of 

, 
pseuCo-spi-ritualis-

ation, the ,"if 
- 
Cer:ons in ii; wcrld are |'i*o"a' It is striking that

ilack fheclcgy, a theology-;;"i;A in the:experience of hunan racial
opiression, i6; "u..ii*.orEi".-th; 

true sense of the c'ier-:onic' .

ttAlrearly the Cenons are being-na1ed. The eneny is heinE ideruti-
fie6. Its nanes are fugio":-Rn"cisn-is a Ce.cn' lIar is a denon'
poverty is a .'en.n. PoilerlesSness 1s a, denon' SeLf-Cepreciation
isader]on.Ani.]thosewhoi)ro!ther:ui:a.re(lc]]onicineffect.
A strrtegy of libcration inciucles q :+"istry of exorc1sn, the

na.r:ing anc casting "*i of cerrons" (15)'

Danielli'r1ig".nha'stakenupthe.'syrr1:olofthel'easti-nRevelation
12-i1 as a Walr c,f unc,l*ystr"1-ii'ling thc i;re sent crlsis of Arlerican
hi storY

,rrhe r:e.rk of the -)eest is the su er-in;rcsition ulrgn- thg hunan

splrit of ihc .ilitary "i; ::r"q-oifitn"y cle-in, whicn* clain
deslgnerlly ersses t1:e..i",ii, or ct"i-"tr"r*ptaees it with a total
ethos of violence, a tJI"i ":-iir= 

cf 6eath-whose ruling netaphor

is,the ililitary kinil oi-.:Efused forr1l-ii- "uaches 
all acrcss the

worlc-,, especially ".r"I*..f""opu-, 
I 

^woulc-1 
thinlt, laying its

ctain opoi ii. fLirO W"":-E--i"'tfi" f ori-: of life ancl cleath

ccntrql over the r.figious an4 u"o'Iii",-*ocial.and political
life of r:en anc l,vonon.::..There is noiriing rlystical about it
all. It is a tctal cl.,in'i;-no'''u*r'=' 

-y"u-"nt nyself""Tc'be
a c. t,.zen is to be a f.iff*r; it is t; ir*ot the irark of the

lleast whcse first ta.slc*is- "otirof r i)ossessionr- and whose

r:ethodso...arc that o*"'=t"* co'-:linalitn of violence' cecolt'
e,cl a kintl of irseu,lo- or quasi-ref i.i;;--""*"' it"'tro i:an cor:bat

the .teast?r i-s the gr"ll .;* tt..rt ,In""s fron the clespairing
nasses of peoPle. . . l. . " (1 5)
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Iib is absolutely essential to reeli-se that it is this kincl of de-
hurrrnlsing oppression vuhich is the essence of the Ncw Testanent idea
cf the cl nonic.
Toriay th6'rrglarisr::.tic Movei:entrrcrrrto use a less enctive anil less
loaded tern, Nco-Pentecostnlisr:, ser;is to lcnC itself to the distortion
of the cl noni-c synbol, and to an unba.lar:ced an,l harnful tr.rre-occupaticn
with der:onology. There ere a nur:ber cf rca.sons why this is so. tr'irst,
fiblical .1i-teralisn cf an extrenely unlntelligent- kini is very ecnnon,
if not thc.nc'rn, errcnfl Pentecostal.s. and it cin lead to imaticnal and
o-ftea'absurd interpretrticns cf -lib1ical concepts. Of course, 1t is
frequently nrgluecl toda.y thrt ..ib1ica1 literali"sn is not essential in
thcse '*ho share the 'rch,:ris::atic experiencetr, but 1n e,ctual practi-co
the grcup expressi-on anr'l interl,ret..-tions of that exi:erience *qeeBs to
go ha:rcl j-n hanll viith traditicnal Pentecostal use of the ,tible.
Secondly, the ar.bsenee of, a sacra::cntal life seeris to leacl to an unbal-
anced stress cn such fcrns as exorcisr: or s er,kin; in tongues r^lhich
raJr car:e to assune the status cf pseurro-sacrarents, The routine secra-
r:ental ne...ns of c.reliverince eni herl-lng a.re under-valued, and enphasis
i-s }laced on the unusual anc1 the sen-.rationa1. fo sorle oxtent, the
si:reacl of Neo*?entecc.stali-sn is a rcactlon against the Creary antl-
sacrarclltirllsi ty,e s of ?rotestantisc vrhich have rtarkecl so nuch of
rlresteirl Ch::istianity for so Iong, anil a des;erate search for ways of
c,-jjre ss:ni: the inarticul-ate cler:ent j-n worshii: which the ncn-sacra-
lrental, ovcr--,ce rebral style has obscured or i-gnoreil .

[.rirclly, r,'i-le in.'ivii'urli-ctic theology which ]ies behinrl rtost forns of
irenteccstalisn l-crc]s to a vievr cf evil a.nC the Cer:onic which is
thccioirically unscunri, pestcrally Clngercus, anl sccio-politica11y
reecticnery. fhr:o1or.'ica.11y, one cen polnt to the doctrlne of total
cTeprrrity, the e'}sence of e. real theolcgy of grrce and nature, a
wlollE vir,w c.f ;rrn?s ::. lationship tc the createC v,,orIcIr &oi1 a sectarian
and elitis-b vision cf the worlring cf Goi.lrs Spirit. Pastorally, such
r,'icvJs can l-ca':l ic seri-ous nis-hancr,3-inE of i:ecple, and there are now
nany cases of distu-rbed inCivi-.luals whc have fallen intc the hancls of
enthusia.stic excr:cists ancl hr;a1ers with Pentecostal views, flnr1 whose
ccnCiiion has sul:sequcntly be ccr:c ruch l,rcrsc. So.i'1y, but not ,:r.ltogether
sur.1:iislngi-],", at ,seelrs tha.t I high ;-.rcporticn of ninisters ..rrcl others
who beccnc pre-accupiecl wlth exorcisr: socn bccone obsessec'l with it,
anc', riay ther:selves becorle i,sycho1o3icelly unl:alancecl as well as
thcologica.lJ-y hcretical" A recent Ror::an Cathollc the olcE'ical nenoranclur:
on.the charisr:atlc r:rcvcri:ent vle.rnecl that rrexcesslve pJ":eoccupation with
iihe der:oiiic r:til:rn inriiscrir:inate exercise of cleliverance r:lnistri.es

- is i:asecl uilc;i .r clistortion cf thc bibllcal ev.",irlence ancl 1s pastorally
harnful 't ( 17 ) "

In terr:*o of sccial and po1-itica.l thcuoht ancl rcticn, there 1s: real
ilanger thet the false ilcr:onolcgy of thc ?enteccstal tradition wfi1l
lead in prcctrce to a blinrlness tc, an:l thereforo indirectly e support
of, the renll-y icncnic fcrces in the wcrlC. It has been elainecl that
the irch-risr:a.tic rcnewal has thc potentlal fcr Ceveloping a far nore
scliC, long-.teri:, radical coi:r.:itr:ent tc soclal justice at all leve1s
th.r.n any other r:cver:ent in the churcht' (18), anel the highly respccted
authority cn Pentecosta-lisr:, i.i.J.Ilo11enweger, has recently qrgued
iirat there are inclicaticns of rrdicalisin5;' trends in whlte Pente-
costal novenents (19). One ca.nnot sini:ly write off such views, but
the evidence fron:lritain seeils to -he hc,:.vily airainst ther:. If entthing,
the spread of the Pentecostal nover:ent in:lrltain seer.rs to have aiCe'd
the general shift to the political Right, thc suspibion of w rking-
class Do!'enents, enr' the s1-iriturl Cefence of a dying capltalist order.

'r/orst of ell, there seens to be a funianental irra"tione.lity and lack
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of theological and intellectual serj-ousness which prevents any realassessilent of these d'angers and trenc-]s within the itovenent. Ti1e Pente-costal- exirerience ofte'n seer:_s-to i.rroc'iuce a sentinerntelity a.nd innaturityj-n hur:an reletrons, anrl an abclication of harcl theclogicai analysis infavcur of pietisn. In a society so ccr:;lex as ours, the retreat intopietisti-c forr:s. of- re ligion was preClciable, arrc-' tfiere are strongindications that the ch.-risr:etic r:ovenent i; only {-.ne way of evading
i;rcirler:s in the real worlcl which e.re tco cllfficuit to nairOte. In yterr:s of sccial.ethics, the r.iovcr:ent is virtually be.rren. fn 1ts socialallil pclitical.vritness, it is either very trivial" or positively react=
'i onftrI, identifying e,s Cer:onig lhu Iery- fcrceil which e.re workin6: fpr
-,-ringe c:ocl fcr ju.siice in society. rn ger:eraI, thc;re is a loss of thewholeness of Chrrstian truth in ttre ncier:ent tc such an extent that
!h" Clr:'scril;tionrrhereticaltrr,igiht not be too strong. The hereticaldertonology i-e certainly r":erely onc facet of a wiclei brc.akr]own.
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