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"Let us make one thing clear. The Reci
throughout. these islanas yet, I'jor for
flag of any other alien creed"tr
-l'iichael Heseltine at the Conservative
Erighton, 7'c11 Octoher 1976.
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"You lool< .at' i. te sl<y,. ancl it is rerl ancl threaLeninq" -l.iatLher^r 163.

For llichael Heseltine an<1 I'iargaret Thatcher, the sky is indeed reC and
threateninq, So iuirs ?hatcher ca11s us to a crusad.e against socialism,
a crusa<le rrnot merely L.o put a tenrporary brake on socialism ]:ut to stop
its onwarcl mar-ch onc,) and for all"tr She is not alone in seeing [red for
danger". Lorcl Chalr'ont has revivecl the Cemonology of Sovj-et domination.
i\rchbishop Lefebvre and his supporters fear the l,larxist inf ittration of

-- the Vatican and of the church's liturqy, Others point to that great red
monster, the l{orlcl Coi,.nci:[- of Churches, iarhile for Enoch ror,re11 the sky
is alt.ernately ::eci and ,cl-ackl he f ears a ]:t ack fui-ure r.tith rivers of red
b1ood. The i\rch):ishops of Cante::hur1'and York cffer 1ittle in the vay of
propheLic response to t.his kin,l of ta1]r; they speak of the enemy at the
qates, warn agairrst e::trenjsts, ancl ::ecall moderate Christians to the
t-heme of ',Land of hope and g1or7-" .

Their flag is rlarl< irlue" Bl-ue is the colour of the co1d, Lhe col-our: offear, the colour of :-'ivisio;r" n'B1ue bloocl" is the symbol of a brol<en
human societ"y, the tot:-l opposite or the Christian gospel. Blue is thecolour of the conser\.ra'Llve. the presel:ve:: of property and status. Elueis the colour of iar,,r and o::c]"e r.

i\gainst thj-s kracl<grcund oi- blue fear ancl defensive ',Christian,' national-ism, r{e rrould do i+e1l tc recail rrhat the colour RED means for the Christ-
-ian. Mr Heseltine is right to say t.hat the Red Flag is the flag of analien creed, for.no":hinq.-i-s; no::e a-lien to our present socio-poilti"rfsituation than Christiaiity, the gospel of uniiersal brotherhood ancllove. Red is the col-our of f::eedcm, the colour of redemption, the colourof Fentecostal fj--,:e, -l"c 's the co-lour of the Son of l,;an, the i,rrord of Goduhose grarments are d-r'enched j-n bicoct (Revelati-on 19;13). The blood-redbanner of the Sorr of I'ian js the banner: of justice and freedom,

'lHis blood-red banner qlearns afar.
Who foliov:s i-n his train?',

Reri is the colour of him rvho said " f have come to cast f ire upon theearth" (r,uxe .zr49), r.vho baptises vrith the Floly spirit and r,+itrr rire(iuatthew 3:11)' Recl is the colour of the oivinl pire (Exodus tgrig), thecolour of the Spi::it (;lcts 2 :3 ) .

The Red F1ag, far frcm being a new liarxist- invcntion, was the medievalflag of CathoJ.i-c France, the nati-onal- standard from Henry I to Charl-esVIT. It uas the flag which the rebels de:lan,Ced in 1E48. Lut its originsqo hacl< into ancicnt i:istc::r'. In thr: olcl rnytholoqies, I"iinerva and Cereswere the cleitjes uho ifr:rsj-cied over visclom, art and music, ancl overmanual lahour, aqrical-t.ure and the fruit; bf the earth. Thcir flaq uasred, as indeeC they were thernsel-ves, Sc when the musicians wcnt oi strirein 309 BC agai-nst p-r-aying ror 1cw uaqos b':fore the war-god Jupiter, they



i:lil rcile'l acrcss i-iri.: ?j,i:cr c;l::t-:,,-L:,i.:; ,r.Lt ii:r:r.r , .1 q. l,.rrhcr:l the cal:ry cirristian i]x;lrtyrs cr'isi:in an'l c-r:irs;',-i-r:--n ir::ilrr-:r-'il trrr.-r,-:- i;,-rii* of: coblli.rs ..-n zi:ia, rithe iy: cnblt-.n r,qas tnc ]1c,:1 iria_q, Tt.:.lr f l.q 1,. ,.1)t al _j-r:1 creeil j-ndee<1 _ it wasthe f iaq of subversivo Ch.i: j:,i_:a;.-,r,,_1 . 
- :' - '' i;-r1rrr (.-rt:t:Lr r-'tIO{Ject

rt uas iuithin -t-his tr.:ir .ltion "i-h.it- F;:i:::.,;^ ..:rri: ir* -,,oc_, 1 in 1-g:r7 rruncr trrri:e:
;i;1I".i?,,,r1?r.no churct-r ^ i_kr._: f,1_ac; .r l,_^i, ,t;-:o::r:: ror i"iJ::ri-i;rr,#;, rher u!rf r:,3Q f or o':l-.-,::i::ssci rl:i:i a_.",c:,, :::,r. rhl pec Flag f or :.rn j,r.ersal-l--r'oth'-.:rhooii. But: it-_ .:,i:.r nol_ r:oni:a jr, e haninc:: ;r.::rr.l sicl<l e, but t6r: vorCsriIr.: hath taa'1e of olt(j h-ico,_:i ali iilt-i.oils,r?,, ,lir;rt _, crr,rccl is _,.rJ;lz alien to t.herac'isL ideas, t-i-ic gls::'i--1 cr i:he '" r-1 i{-:.1-r i{)(-r:.l,iTr)r', rti-iich hav: i:cnetraied both.i l:-c.'rtr ind rlonscr*ii i..- , l,::i_:- ,l ;.ri a. . r: - _.trs" I;' il; ;rIir::r tc thr.,l::i'ot'isrn of t-hcs. Cl:r^-'s;-i;:::; r,;iro,::t:s..:::-i.:i: r;,:.i,.rat--i.cr to r_ht indiviciual ir;_a.1-+;..ir; isla Q;:cr:ci r,:hicir i...i-o.-r-.,,t,.= --l-ir.i-!-.-.r^ frir: j:--ni_: i.r.irLh an.i its peol:l€:s,+:jr:: se t"i-in'q ,f t:t,:c or- t,h. lrr:aLi oi: :i".,- =i=r..rr,-, (p,o*ans g:21) ,

r\l- a tlerioci uhi'tl t-]^rcl:i-. h sr i-rr:r,::!^r ;i c-i-sct-r::,. j l-1,.,. l:i:i..t to i-irc ric;ht in hothjraior i:art j e s, uire n .-h': cl:'.t::cl: cL rnq.i ii-rcl i-s too-uiriecl wi-i:.h ::or.,:r,:,.ri."rcr,::i1tilar:'r:'i 'st;rtus '* rdij;l: f:4"'":.',ira :,LC--,:r-i;,, ,ic, o:f r:r ;'otv.fcc,)1 i_nrcat to thr:i::-i-nc--ipa'.1 ii,'i<:s oi- i-h'l fe-'ii.rn ,.;crl-,i-r-.::i-i..rf-, lncl l*hiir col-c.j r,.:a;: at1_itucltls arcac;a-in on tiie ui:.surljr:, j-I :.s nr_,i .:,-;::::t--i ,,,-i ::,.:: r_h.r,t'Lhc'-.Rr:d Flag should bc sc(:nas -Lhe rla':; ci a:'r :i-l-*it .r.-',.'. ; "r--i 1,,- ;1r;.!,..iar:s ,,ljrl 1ot j-nvr.rn1.. it. j,enin:lnc T::otsk-'r 
-q 

j-,:;i-1 i' i-.oo.ii --t i,.i.,-i:jr' ::.c;rr i:j:,., ,i:nj.-,r.r,:sa: --hisi-or:ic 
trarij-tion r:rti:t' coilllton pe oni-e,. iilhr: Rr-'r '"L?-q i:., tite, :-..:al-,:,.; o: 

-l-ircl-son 
Of i.,ral1 j tl]c Gocloi 'Just-i-cr--, -u;hc i-ce::.: do,,-. i,,,j-"i;- a-:r', ,)(-r,{l.as ani-r c}iai-L.i_.s l:hlr hunblc. rtl-s '; irli ;-ri:':l ch,t f l;.1,; 1;. ,t_i-t n-l _l-, r i.:r,r,.,, I 

'.ia.., 
L.i:r.,.,).. cti b;rl Diviilt: ,r\l_ie:t vho'Lil:niir',:':r:il cllrid i-l-ri-rst.:r:, had :lc.r. ir,r::,,: .Lc i, rl. .:- s r,.ca,l , a6c c,-i.r.:r,1 crrt-,s jcrc thr:qa'r-t':s of i:he c ji--", ir - . - hi,r rrcaci :'f j-.;., :,i.j il-rsr 1-hcsil xhosi,. trr-ic citizr;n-si-rip '-s .l-It ileav,,::t, liiir .:.i]rc tl::t a,i i.i..:rl: t:;:.i -:;-11;::-it:: c1") elli-.Lh, It :i s thccr.r-:cC of Llta ntarcl;iii,., tr(rot.)i,() l:i i-.a:ii .,..j^,r ;_,,-i.

rt j s -r:hc .,..,n r"f|"?j..-'il,.,,,a:"n , ::,':..' ;-'-;.a:;",.' 
: Ii,ill].;. rj-re Jubile c.
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CONFERENCE ON THE C/\THOLIC SOCIj\L TRTIDITIOIT
,IND FUTURE

at St t'iatther*' s flect6fyl-H-ereford Strect,
London, 82, during thu. celebration of the

GUILD CF ST i'iJ\TTHEi{

I']\ST FRESEI{T

Bethnal- Grcen,
centenary of the

(founrie,:i li77 by Stewart Headlam)
l,iONDil.Y JIIAIE 27Ttl to FRrD;\y JULY 1ST lg77 -

]"iondav 27th 7pm i'utSS in St l,iatthewos Church
Bpm. 1st session. o"The Return of thr: Kingrlom of Goci,': TheKingdom as the *resulative princip16,, in cathotic socialtheology' -GRESH;\Ii KrRKtsy, vi".r Lr st F,au1, Boru common,and sometime chairman of the Socialist Christian l,eague.
Tuesday 2;:th ( 10am tjass)
11am-3-pm ':\n assessrltt--ilt of the Catholic social moven,cnts ofthe past'
(1) '?he cuitA of st lriatthew' -JoHv oREI\js, Lecturer in History,University of Boston, l,iassachusetts.
Lunch
2. 30-5pm. ibid continuecl.
(2) 'The church socialist League, -Jolrl.r HETDT, St i,IaryI'iagdalene, Oxford
( 3 ) 'The christen,com Group ' -8. L. j"lr\,sciILL, f ormcr F rof cssorof Historical Thcology, University of London.(4) 'The cathor-ic crusactii -REG GRovES, author of conrac.rlloel and the Thaxtcrl jtovernenti The Bal-ham Groupi U"*British Trotskyism Began, etc.

I$B ?his talk may have to be movecr to another point.
( 7pm l,iass )
Bpm Iublic Lecture at St

Green Road.
o Stervart He adl-am anci

i'Igrinesdav 29Lh ( 9, 3oam j'iass )11am-1pm 'Il: ncw cvangelical social voice, -FitrRrcK DE,ir.RNLEy,Drrcctor of the Shafteshury troject.
8pm FRocESSroi{ iti{D scl,E}'fri }.il\ss Freacher: BrsHol, l.irc}tr\Et,

Ri\},,ISEY

Thursdal 30th (10am iitass)
11-am-1pm 'The CathoLic social traclition torlay, -l,iIClIt\ELRi\i,iSEy, formiir j\rchbishop of Canterbury,

.fames the Great fnstitute, tscthna1

his Signif icance, -JOHIV OREI\rS.

2.30pm-5pm 'Folitical Thcology ?hen anc-l l,tor+, -DjtVID NfCHOLLSChaplain of Exeter Cotleqe, Cxford.
'Con.templation anrl the Ciitiquu. of Society, _I,jICFL\EL
Li\lrcFoRD, curate of st Hildais, south sirifuas,

(8'pm? Reg Groves on the catholic crusacic-to I:e confirme,l)
HdeI Jul.y rS! ( loarn liass )lram-lifm Di"'lussion on the *ay forward for the .Tubilee Groups.

*:.::::,o:::il: r:?* I: ^"," 
Lcech, gt r"rarthr:w,s Rcctory,-iiuiil,I*i';-;;;i' 

or rFlr:.|. hn: 1 rr e-.,-* n^- ^i n6 *;";;;. -ri"Il H;,Deonlr::g r1^ceixr^ h-1-^ !!--ri:** r?_ p:? 
: io*:. can make 1r,.. ii - 6*;-. 1 ;;;; i;;";;, ;""3i""[ 3, t,_,London, it roitt hcLp us to catcr for thof;t';il; H:;:


