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The idea of a Jubilee year comes franr the
Bible (leviti.cus Chapter ?5). ft was, a
sacred year to Gsd in which ras procLaimed
'f:.iberation to al]- the inhabitants of thelandE. 

,

?he land was to be taft fallpx for the r*hol"e
year as a token tflet the J-anH be}.ongs to Gcd.
No man may oiln the land because all land
bexonge to cod. &sh has the riqIE-to live
off the 1and, no one has th6 right to keepit for hi.meelf exclusively,
The idea of the Jubilee lras a uay nf ceLe-
bratinE the liberation <lf t,he people frorn
*lavery and of the brinEing them into then'promised land* clf justice a:rd peaee bet.c{een.
God and rnenrand betxeen men and men, It was
tei be a reminder to the peepls of lhe sortof society they were meant t+ be - eompassinn*ate, just, liberated frsm oppressiorr.
19?? is c*LLed our Year of, JubiLae. *h*r* are
i*e eelebrating?
?e*nty five years of th* reign of a qlreen *
who is a syrnbol of the gritish traditiorr, ,l1
*ymbnl of tradititnaS authority and traditio*
nal privilege.
;trre these traditional $ays af e*brci.sing
poser and priviLege thclse 't+e want tqr celebrate?
So r*e want to celebrate a rr&rro$ nati.cnaS.i-eft1
wtrich l"soks to past greatness whan the oppress-ion of athers taade us one sf the strongesl
nations in the r*orld? The survivai" cf 6qrur
way of :-ife* with its discrirninatiom betr*eenpeaple in t,erms of class, racs or ability?
The contJ.nued ascendancy of the "havee" iiththei.r private estatesr tnelr accuxnulated
xealth and thelr ent,renehed privil"eg€6, slrerthe shave ncltss in thsir daEe queu+i, their
monotonous deleumanlsing jshs and their r6strie*
ced h$rLaos:s? E*r tqe vant &* *:e}"ebrate ttr* rise



of_a nell tmodern BritainE irv_thich the traditio-nal.upper classes have beeh aispriceii-ui-If,e---rising merLtocracy of the oa-chilverso aiA tn*sgc getterga?,Those uho can riee to Ethe
ch?Itgnge of tife* and sshou initiativer by ,
climbing the ladder;,of succese r*ithout a
thought fnr those beneath them uho hotd theladder up as they sink deeper into the despairof being nfailutresrr.
It nay be that this sort of jubilee is uhat somepeople want to eelebrate, fn uorld terms eventhe poorest of ue is a lot better off than themajority of the people in the norld wto sharethe, resource$ of Godfs 1and. So far se have
r*anaged to stay amorlg the possessors rather thanthe dlspcssessed, tha fed rather than the huagry,those on top of the pile rather than those unaer*neath.
This sort of jubilee is anti*hurnan and theieforeanti-Christi"an.
Those of us uho for.ror+'the ulay of Jesus of Naxa-reth eontinue to ceJ-ebrate a &itter*rrt ;r.airee,In uhich the call is for those l*ho possess toshare with those uho have notrring. F*i-tlro"e whohold priviteg$ to su*ender it f6r the saxe ofttrose uulro do not. For those'who are a ssuccess',
to l"earn tc l"ive f ronn those rrhn are rifailuresr* 

nFor brothers and sisters to"joi? hands in herping
each other towards the rearisation cf their *in---fulL humamity.
Our ,Jr.lbilee is a eelebration of the kingship ofthe poor, the lleak, the pouerless, for 6n1y"byour corunCIn struggle to eet tlsgr free can.r*ediscover our or+n-humanity afrd-Iur onn freedo&,our Jubilee is a cerehraEion in the Hay of rresus.That love between us Ls possible if.we'arlor* that1ove to subver-t.and destroy the faieity andslavery uhich binds'both ourselves..and oursoci-ety. rt is a *elebratlon that" our *rand* {ourresourc*s) belong hot tc us but to Godo r8€ &re



not ouner occupiers but tenants and eteuards fcr
the sake of others as r+el"l as for ourselves.
!{e eelebrate the Jubilee of Christ otlr Hing who
ruJ.es by serving others to the uttermost, vhose
*'privilLge'r rrlas to share our humanity in order
to liberate "alL the inhabitants of the ].and*'
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