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Ed1tor1al

ñLock óem up!ò Thatôs the latest solution to juvenile crime by the powers that be. Not the most original of
ideas, admittedly, but thereôs one big difference with these repackaged borstals - theyôre privatised!

I-

I

At ýrst sight the general publicôs response to juvenile crime appears self-contradictory. On the one hand,
there is widespread cynicism about policing methods, especially when it comes to securing convictions - as
Andrew Green recounts in this issue. But on the other hand, we get a general, uncritical yell for ójusticeô,
most grotesquely shown by the attempted lynching of two ten year old boys accused of Jamie Bulgerôs
murder.

In fact, this isnôt such a great contradiction when we realise how threatening juvenile crime is. Threatening,
that is, to the illusion of domesticated bliss. In a society in which work is more and more skilless, boring
and insecure, we are increasingly turning to consumption to give meaning to our lives. Our houses have
become more important to us, our cars give us mobility and the means of temporary escape, as do TVs,
videos, all the comforting gadgetry. Opportunistic break-ins and TWOC-ings shatter these individual havens
from a grimy world. We canôt help taking it so personally.

Domestic security ýrms þourish. Meanwhile, the state uses these fears to justify increasingly overt control
and intimidatory policing. It even gets us to police ourselves, from Neighbourhood Watch, to Pub Watch, to
Card Watch. Neighbourhood Watch encapsulates the right-wing solution to crime. Its not-so-hidden agenda
is to make us blame each other and ourselves (ñWhy oh why didnôt I install laser beam triggered alarms to
my inner city bedsit?ò). Meanwhile we are distracted from looking at the role of capitalism or the state in all
this.

But give the right its due. At least its solution connects with working class fears of losing hard-earned
belongings, and justified anger at anti-social crime. Contrast this to much of the left, who when not
completely capitulating to the right-wing agenda, pretends nothingôs really happened.

What the left should be calling for is regeneration of these alienated, broken communities. Not the GLC or
Derek Hatton way, in which local organisations come to depend, precariously, on local government
handouts (see both óThe Judy Greenaway Interviewô and óPole-emicô. Instead we should be struggling to
rebuild community solidarity, from the anger that already exists at long mistreatment and neglect. It is
partly in the communities, we might add, that the óNew Social Movementsô (see this issue) have both arisen,
and made the most impact. The left cannot afford to say that the working class estates are less important
than the dwindling shop þoors.

This isnôt to say that things arenôt happening on the industrial front. From miners to rail workers to the
Timex dispute, strikes and pickets are taking hold with widespread support. Even ómiddle class radicalismô
(see this issue for a plea to take it seriously) has reared its head again, as teachers prepare to boycott school _
testing.

Which all goes to show, as far as socialism is concerned, that you canôt keep a good idea down.

The FLUX Collective
 May 1993

Page 3
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When Scott Tomlinsonôs car was
surrounded by armed men,
onlookers thought he was being
robbed. Scott thought they were
going to kill him. He drove off,
knocking two of them over. The
armed men were members of a
Greater .Manchester police specialist
squad, the Tactical Fireanns unit,
and they were attempting to make
an arrest in their own inimitable
way. The crime? The Drugs Squad
had found drugs and firearms in a
house belonging to Scottôs sister. She
hadn't lived there for three months:
and thee police knew that Scott
hadn't been there during this period,
because theyôd had the place under
surveillance (or so they claimed, in
order to obtain a search warrant -
later, when the defence wanted to
call Detective Sergeant Paul Boone
who was supposed to have been
carrying out the surveillance, he said
he hadnôt been watching
the place after all). The
evidence against Scott?
He had a key to the
house, and two
fingerprints of his were
on a carrier bag found
there - along with many
other peopleôs prints. l 7
How could they construct /
a case on such little .
evidence? we wondered.
He explained: his reckless
driving was represented
as an indication of guilt.
Scott received an eleven
year sentence for
possession of drugs and
firearms.

-F

Violent ambushes are just one tactic
of the GMP. Combine them with a
plot to have the victim in possession
of a gun, and you can conjure
serious crimes out of the air, such as
"conspiracy to robò and ñpossession
of a firearm with intent...ò. Ierry
McCarthy was short of money, so
for Ã60 he agreed to deliver a sawn-
off shotgun to a pub car park where
Allan Bretherton was waiting for
him. Unknown to him, Bretherton
was a police informer and agent
provocateur. The Firearms Unit was
lying in wait: they rammed the car
he was driving and smashed its
windows with clubs. It was his
employerôs BMW. DC Iohn Fox of
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the Serious Crimes Squad was there
to charge Jerry with conspiracy to
rob. Bretherton was in the car park
and in the police station where they
took Ierry. Although well known to
the police, Bretherton wasn't
charged with conspiracy, and wasnôt
available to appear as a witness at
]erryôs trial. DS Kevin Ryan
questioned him. Jerry was sent dine
for nine years. We have been told by
several people that there are other
cases almost identical to Jerryôs,
involving Allan Bretherton - that of
Harold Love being mentioned often.

This is the creative side of police
work. You don't need crimes, just a
little help from villains in retum for
favours, like bail instead of a
remand in custody, or a word from
the prosecution to thee judge so
theyôll get shorter sentences. You

can get convictions against
anyone - even fellow police
officers. When they came to
stitching up PC Ged Corley,
it wasnôt so easy to find
villains who'd make up

; stories about crimes theyôd
ó committed with him. Many

;~ refused, but in the end they
found a few, including Brian
Sands, George Allen and
Paul Ramsey. Then there

y was a problem that Corley
at wasn't available to commit

the armed robberies for
which they wanted to frame

.." him, since he as on duty at
the time, so the "master
criminalò Corley was
invented, the brains behind



the "Corley Gang". He was sent
downó for 17 years, but released on
bail even before his successful
appeal was heard: he sued the
GMP, settled for Ã235,000, and now
drives a green Rolls Royce round
Manchester, "to show them" (his
former colleagues). Sands, Ramsey
and co are doing time for
conspiracy to pervert the course of
justice, and Chief Superintendent
Arthur Roberts, Inspector Peter
Jackson and DS Kevin Ryan (see
above) have been charged with the
same offence.

As Sharon Raghip once said, "It's
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not just rotten apples, itôs whole
orchards " The routine of
malpractice is established through police operate, working with grasses "'K .
its successes. When they nicked
George Allen for robbery of the
Jackson's Boat pub, he cashed in on
the favour he'd done them by
helping to stitch up Corley. In
return for a light sentence and
leaving his two accomplices out of
the frame, Allen names as his
accomplices two men he'd met
casually, Robert Hall and Mick
Royle. Allen brought forward his

Creative policing makes for better
clear-up rates: if the suspects don't
expect to be arrested, they're easy to
catch, and they don't have any
defence prepared; better still, invent
the crime and itôs instantly cleared
up. If someone dies, it must be
murder - even if at first it was
obviously an accident (as when Ian
Marriot inhaled hydroþuoric acid
fumes, a tragedy now compounded
by the 20-year sentence given Mark
Taylor for this "murder") or self
defence (as when Darren Southward
fought back against his mother's
violent ex-lover, and was persuaded
to plead guilty to murder because he
was told - falsely - that his mother,
also charged, would be freed if he
took all the blame: Darren is in for
life).

Such victims as these populate the
fictional underworld that the GMP
create and bring before the courts
and the gullible media reporters
who wait for the ready-made news
packaged for them by their friends
in the CID. But is there not, then, a
criminal underworld operating in
Manchester? Armed robberies take
place, and the violence generated by
the criminalisation of drug use (for
example) is now notorious in some
areas of Manchester. Those who
commit such anti-social acts may be
part of an underworld, but itôs not
the same underworld as that
represented to the courts and the
public by the GMP. Itôs an
underworld on whose fringes the

and agents provocateurs like Allen
and Bretherton, so they know about
the underworld - they are aware
that people like those mentioned
above are not part of it.

Four of them - Scott Tomlinson,
Ierry McCarthy, Michael Royle and
Mark Taylor - were listed in 110
cases of possible miscarriages of
justice in The Guardian on 16 July

two mistresses as witnesses, and for 1992. Conviction supplied
their art lice contributed a information on these and other casesP P0
statement extracted from an ex-
girlfriend of Hall, and the case thus
cobbled together was enough to
send the two men down for ten
years.

from the Manchester area for that
dossier. Mike Royle's appeal was
successful, but we had additional
cases for the revised list published
on 11 November, and more letters

Page 5

from prisoners from the Manchester
area coming in. Conviction is a very
small voluntary organisation, and it
only helps prisoners who say they
have been framed for serious crimes,
with sentences of six years or more.
All cases come to us unsolicited: we
dare not invite prisoners to seek our
help ð there are far too many framed
prisoners in British gaols. So
perhaps this self-selected clutch of
cases tell us nothing about the
operation of the criminal justice
system in Manchester in general.

But when you enter the world of the
framed prisoner, the impression is
different. The members of specialist
police squads appear powerful and
out of control. There are no
protections on the streets of Moss
Side, Salford, Newton Heath or
Cheetham Hill. Perhaps not all the
hobbies are bent. But when did any
of them help the victims of their
colleagues, or expose the
malpractices they must know about?
So the task of protecting honest
citizens must pass to the courts,
dedicated to the discovery of the
truth. Although in all these cases ,
delicately termed miscarriages of
justice, the evidence is minimal,
inadequate and tainted, itôs upheld
by the courts, and presented in such
a way that juries are convinced that
the people in the dock are villains,
underworld characters who live by
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