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INTRODUCING - - --

Nottingham Bulletin has come into
existence as a result of a merger
between the Cuts Bulletin of the
Nottingham Campaign Against the
Cuts and the Nottingham Workshop
bulletin. This has been done
because we felt that there was a
substantial overlap in the kind

of articles going into both *
bulletins and also there was an
overlap in personnel doing the
work of putting them together. .In
the circumstances it was felt that
we wanted to avoid a certain
degree of duplication of effort

when person power resources were,
in any case sgarce.

. In merging the two journals we

shall continue to maintain
distinct parts specifically for
looking at aspects of research
currently being done by Nottingham
Workshop and also covering
problems in the public services
related to shortages and cut-backs
in public expenditure. We shall
also cover book reviews of
interest to community groups and
local trade unionists and news
relevant to them.
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In 1973 the Evening Post company
was restructured with the
formation of a holding company,
Forman Hardy Holdings Ltd, in
which a controlling share is held
by Colonel Thomas Forman Hardy, a
rich local landowner. Most of the
other shares in the holding
company are held by the Colonel's
family. Another person with a
large holding is Paul Granger, an

Technological
Change at the
Evening Post

196z Colonel Thcmas Forman Hardy
takes over control.
Christopher Pole-Carew joins
the Fost with a brief to
introduce computer technology.
The Post has the first
general purpose computer used
by a UK newspaper.
Pole-Carew becomes Managing
Director.
85% changeover from the old
"hot metal'" typesetting to
computer controlled photo-
typesetting achieved.
95 redundancies.
Record profits =f £750,000
(pre-tax).
Six week lock-out smashes
unions.
148 redundancies.
All union officials banned
from the premises for ever.
100% changeover to computer
typesetting achieved.
Advanced computer technology
eliminates compositors jobs,
allowing jourralists to
control typesetting.
Post forms Swiss subsidiary
to sell computer systems
abroad ( 2 sold in South
Africa ).
The print unions NGA and
SLADE black commercial
printing work done by the
FPost and an allied company
at Huthwaite.
52 redundancies.
Duke of Edinburgh cancels his
= proposed visit to the Post
because of the print unions
dispute.
28 journalists sacked after
joining a national NUJ strike
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over pay.

1979 NUJ calls mass ‘pickets at
the Post.
NGA = and SLADE black the Posts

advertising nationally.

THE FORMAN

accountant who is also 4 fellow
director with Forman Hardy on the
board of Hardys and Hansorfs Ltd
(Kimberley Brewery).

The main subsidiLry of Forman
Hardy Holdings is T Bailey Forman

{aries include:

F_W Buck & Sons Ltd ( which pub-
lishes '"Notts Mree Press'').
Midland Direct Advertising Ltd
The Nottingham Garden Centre Ltd
F H Farms Ltd

TBF (Transport) Ltd(formerly TBF

Ltd which publishee the Evening
Post and "Penny Savers'( free ad-
vertising papers). Other subsid-

(Aviation) Ltd).
TBF (Printers)Ltd
IBF (Process)Ltd

THE MNUJ CHAPEL at the Evening Post says "The fight to
secure the right to strike without fear of the sack is the
bedrock of trade unionism 2nd humane management'.

They are asking:

* Boycott the Evening Post.
in it.

* Urge unions and other organisations to which you belong
not te co-operate with the Post.

+ Refuse to buy it or advertise
Refuse to talk to their strikebreaking reporters.

ACTION ON THE POST

Action against the Post by the
jeurnalists and print uniohs has
heen stepped up and there is the
possibility that action could be
taken jointly.

At the moment the NJ is organiss
ing regular piclkéts and NGA and
SLADE are blacking firms which
have ccntinued to advertise in the
Post. Nottingham News, which is
putlishead by the journalists whe
have heen sacked from the Post, is

.8till not giving any backing to

the campaign against the Post
apart from statements in its edit
crials.

Picketing of the Post by the NUJ
has been heavily policed with
several arrests. An official
complaint has been made about the
way police manhandled FKevin Hill,
Father of the NUJ chapel, on March
ard.

On that occaision NUJ district
secretary Frank Palmer tells us
that while about 50 members outside
the Post were discussing tactics
the police broke them up and
arrested several people on public
order charges. Two were arrested
for "slagging off" National Front
supporters who were opposing the
picket.

POLICE 'OVERKILL'

The pclicing operation has cost
the ratepayers £57,000 up to the
middle of March. Mr Palmer kaid
thé management should fcot the
biil. Heé accused the police of
'overkill' saying they at times

cutnumbered pickets by four to one
with several police in reserve
with dogs and horses.

Magistrates are ceming down hard
on pickets who have come before
the courts. NUJ Vice President
Jake Eecclestone was fined £250
for sitting down in front of a
Pcst van after police refused to
allow pickets to talk to the van
drivers on January 27th.

Mr Ecclestone was told he was
lucky he wasn't being sent to jail.
Arother London journalist was
fined £150 after being found
guilty of assaulting a policeman
on the same day.

High Court action is being taken
sgainst the print unions because
their cempaign of blacking advert-—
ieers has started to be successful.
Local SLADE branch secretary Barry
Woed told us thet up to 30% of the
Post’'s advertising could have been
hit. He said the Post was
virtually giving away some advert-
ising space just to keep up the
number of pages.

SOME TouvenALISTS ConTinyE
N\ Te Wokk AT THE PosT




HARDY EMPIRE

Billogrove Ltd ( a 49% interest in
this Bristol haulage firm was
purchased in 1973 after supplies
of the Post's newspring from Avon-
mouth were blacked on British
Waterways during the 1973 dispute).

Another company associated with
the Evening Post is Huthwaite
"Printing Co Ltd, mainly owned by
Forman Hardy's son Nicolas and

POLE - CAREW

EVENING POST Managing Director
Christopher Pole-Carew gave some
very interesting information about
the Post in a public lecture he
gave at the Polytechnic last
November.

If T. BAiley Forman was sold it
would be worth £20millions, he
said. The Post employs 700 people
(600 full time equivalent)
compared to 900 when he started
"in 1966.

?here were only 27 people employed
in the composing room (making up
plates for printing) compared with
210 in 1970. Typsetting has been
increased from 3 lines a minute to
1,400 lines a minute.

'"We have glways followed a very
firm resolve that we would never
introduce new equipment in order
to put people out of work", said
Pole-Carew. He went on to say that
they had made 95 redundant in 1971,
148 in 1973 and 52 in 1978.

He claimed that the unions had re-
fused to allow jobs to be created
in commercial printing work. You
shouldn't confuse unions with
people, he said. But he admitted
"It has not been easy changing
people to the new systems'". He
revealed that he would 1like to
expand into printing other
people's newspapers as well as the
Post. '

when Pole-Carew arrived in 1966
the maximum number of pages in the
Post was 24. Using old technology,
he said, there would not have been
space in Forman Street to print
the present 48 pages so it was
necessary to computerise. The FPost
now has 7 geographical editions
and could have up to 12 or 18 in

a years time.

He claimed. the Post had the only
computer editorial system prod-
uced outside - the US with 60% of
the programming developed by the
Post and 40% by ICL ( the largest
British computer company). Now the

daughter Delia ( whose surname is
now Broke ). Col. Forman Hardy is
chairperson. The company does high
quality colour printing work incl-
uding the Post's colour magazines.
Until the company was blacked by
NGA and SLADE last year it used to
print some national magazines like
"Home and Garden'". The Managing
Direcor of Huthwaite is Christopher
Pole-Carew who is a director of all

ON THE POST

Post has a Swiss subsidiary
selling computer systems. Three
have already been sold in Switz-
erland and two in South Africa.

QUESTIONS

After he spoke, several people
questioned Pole-Carew. He rev-
ealed that about % of the papers
income was from advertising. But
he didn't think blacking advert-
ising would have much effect as
they would just reduce the number
of pages.

Asked why the paper hadn't reported
its own disputes he said they had
reported the 1973 dispute and
"since then we haven't had any
disputes'". ( He didn't explain why
the Duke of Edinburgh cancelled
his proposed visit to the Post

last year - because of the print
unions blacking commercial print-
ing work.)

Frank Palmer, branch secretary of
the NUJ, asked Pole-Carew if he
could live the early 70s again
would he handle things in exactly
the same way? What lessons had he
learned from the bloodshed? asked

Forman-Hardy Holdings subsidiaries.

(Some of the above information is
taken from Nottingham Voice of
January 1976 and may be out of
date. We were unable to obtain the
latest information about the Post
companies owing to the strike of
Civil Servants at Companies House.
We will print any further inform-
ation when it becomes available.)

HARDYS AND HANSONS

The Post Empire is not confined to
printing. It has a major interest
in the local brewery Hardy and
Hansons. This brewery is an amal-
gamation of Hardy's Kimberley
Brewery and Hansons Ltd. which took
place in 1932. The Hardy Brewery
was started in 1832 and was taken
over by William and Thomas Hardy in
1854.

i

In 1926 T.E.Forman Hardy was 6
years old when his father died
leaving him a major interest in
Hardy's brewery. He worked for 5
years in the brewery learning the
business and from 1945 onwards he
succeeded W.G. Hanson as Chairman.

The present board is very much a
family affair. Besides Col Forman p
Hardy, R.W.Hanson and R.G.Hanson

are on the board. T.T.Helps, another
director is married into the Hansons
family. The other two directors are
P.Reynard and P. Granger. The

latter has a large holdim in Forman
Hardy Holdings Ltd.

Hardy and Hansons profits for 1978
were £1.859m a record for the
company. The company is shortly to
go ahead with a £1.5m modernisation
scheme at its Kimberley brewery.

R.C.

Mr Palmer. " I really don't know",
said Pole-Carew. He went on to say
that it would have been impossible
to attain the present level of
modernisation without the "strike"
in 1973.

Another member of the audience
pointed out that the 73 dispute
started when mariagement ordered
SLADE members to operate new
machinery just 6 days before a
national agreement was to be
worked out ‘between SLADE and NGA;
since that dispute Pole-Carew had
refused to talk to any unionh
officials; and the redundancies of
1978 were announced with only a
couple of days notice. Do you
think this is an appropriate way
to treat trade unions? Pole-Carew
was asked.

" Yes I do ', he said.

POLITICS AT THE POST

women's writer Daphne Oxland stood
as a Tory for the City Council in
1971 and 1972 under her married
name of Suthers. Her husband Martin
Suthers is a Tory city councillor
and ex-chairperson of the Land
Committee.

Deputy Editor Kenneth Macmillan's
wife Marjorie is a Tory councillor
on Gedling Borough Council and
Notts County Council.

Features writer Ailsa Stanley's
husband Ron is Tory chairperson of
the County Public Protection
Committee ( this is not a reference
to the Mafia!)

The Holding Company which owns the
Evening Post makes regular
donations to the Tory Party.







