Morris Beckman
-and the '43 Group’

The Second World War changed Morris Beckman.

His studies were brought to an end and he joined the
Merchant Navy. He criss-crossed the Atlantic on tankers
and merchant ships and survived two sinkings.

At first sight his post war career is unremarkable. With no going back to
earlier plans to be a civil engineer, he joined the clothing trade - still
very much a Jewish trade. During the war he developed a sideline in
writing and carried on with articles and stories for trade magazines. He
also took part in clandestine activity to physically destroy fascist activity
in Britain. Now retired, Beckman has written the story of this 3 year
campaign which drove the fascist Mosleyites off the streets and
destroyed their attempts to rebuild. Beckman's ‘43 Group’ (so called
because there were 43 people at its initial meeting), was largely
composed of Jewish ex-service men and women. They had returned
from the war to see the Mosleyites again holding public meetings,
blaming the Jews for the war. The Group had three aims: to expose the
presence of the fascists; to physically disrupt their activities, and to
pressure the new Labour Government to outlaw racial hatred
harassment. On the last of these the Government was unwilling to
budge. Although it was accepting thousands of Baltic and Ukrainian nazi
collaborators, it would not accept immigration of Jews, least of all the
old and sick who might be a “burden on the community” or who “might
provoke strong reactions from certain sections of public opinion.”
(quotes from “Justice delayed: how Britain became a refuge for Nazi
War Criminals” 'by David Cesarani, (Methuen) £5.99). In the 1940s
political life was out in the streets, there were speakers corners all over
London and in every big city The 43 Group took it as their task to
heckle every fascist meeting and, where possible, to knock over their
speaking platform. Fascist paper sellers and fascist parades were
attacked. Some police were sympathetic to the fascists, but many had
served in the army and had seen what fascism in power meant and
some were prepared to look the other way. But there were arrests,
which only encouraged more people to join the attacks on the fascists.
Over the three years, some 1,000 people joined the group, thousands
more read their paper ‘On Guard' or contributed financially. One of the
Group was a certain Vidal Sassoon which certainly sheds a new light on
“Wash and Go!” The 43 Group sent in infiltrators to all the fascist
groups and had an excellent intelligence network. One member even
became one of Mosley’s bodyguards suffering at least one beating from
fellow 43ers unaware of his real identity. Jewish community leaders
opposed the 43 Group, but some of the official Jewish ex-service
Branches did support them. Within three years the main fascist group -
the Union Movement was in grave decline. Their public meetings and
street corner rallies were failing to attract support and local
communities had the confidence to challenge their meetings without
waiting for the 43 Group “commandos”. The Group felt that the fascist
threat had been thwarted and, three years after everyone else, Group
members could return to “civvies”.

NAFA Subscriptions are £2 waged, £1 unwaged,

£10 Trade Unions & organisations.
Please write to PO Box 179, Nottingham NG1 3AQ.

Women Resisting
Fascism and
Racism
Day School

On Saturday 24th April, Women
Resisting Fascism and Racism held a
dayschool at the Queens’s Walk
Community Centre. Over 50 women
participated and groups represented
included; the Asian Progressive
Forum, Anti Racist Alliance, NAFA,
Anti Nazi League, Women's Aid to
former Yugoslavia, Lesbians and HIV,
London Bisexual Group, and
Searchlight Magazine. Women came
from Sheffleld, Bristol, Birmingham
and London as well as Nottingham. A
creche was arranged and costs kept
low. The event was also widely
publicised both locally and nationally.
The result was to attract a good mix
of women. NAFA took care of the
security — which was much
appreciated.

Workshops included “What is
fascism?”, “Despair and
Empowerment”, “Asylum Bill”, “Anti-
semitism; the experiences of three
generations of women” and
“Challenging Racism”.

A final discussion centred on positive
action. The day’'s theme was
Information-Inspiration-Action. Time
was set aside to focus on what
women can do to resist further. There
was much talk on the need for
education; networking with local
community groups and anti-fascist
groups; and various proposals were
made for the continuing activities of
Women Resisting Fascism and
Racism. An interesting debate arose
over whether or not resistance to
fascism ought to be non-violent, a
debate that continues....A full report
of the dayschool is being prepared.
Women Resisting Fascism and
Racism has continued to grow since
this dayschool. We meet twice a
month, and for more information
contact: WRF&R c/o0 Women"s
Centre, 30 Chaucer Street,
Nottingham.

Babysitting costs are refunded at
each meeting. Come along and shape
what happens in the future.

WRF&R: c/o0 Women's Gentire,

30 Chaucer Street, Nottingham.
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“NAFA

United against
_pacism

NAFA is a broad based antl-
fascist group. We are open
to all anti-fascists and are
not run by any one political
organisation. We try to be
democratic and give
different people the
opportunity to make
whatever contribution they
can. Interested? Then
contact us at:

NAFA
PO BOX 179
NOTTINGHAM
NG1 3AQ

Question: WHAT DO YOU GALL
A FASCIST IN A SUIT2
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This bunch of boneheads in suits might not look much.
But they think they're the master race! Four of them, Simon
Chadwick, Graham Tasker, and the Belshaw brothers are now
awaiting their fourth court appearance in connection with an attack
on a Jewish Solicitor and anti-fascist in Mansfield. After their arrest
race hate material was found in their homes, along with Combat 13
documents. This included a list of Jewish students in Nottingham. At
each court appearance so far anti-fasgsts, including members of
NAFA and Nottingham ANL, have picketell the court. This has clearly
unnerved the master race because the chse has now been moved to
Leicester. The date is yet to be announced but watch out for details.

BNP
MEETING IN

NOTTINGHA

The BNP have held a number of  picked on. If you know of any sordid

meetings in pubs in Nottingham.
They have been booked under such
names as The Vauxhall Owners Club
and a Cycling Club. In one pub about
a month ago they were rumbled and
sent packing with little Graham
Tasker complaining about being

gatherings by people claiming to be
a Robin Reliant Owners club or a
Poodle Appreciation Society let us
know. In fact, any information on
BNP activities in Nottingham would
be gratefully (and confidentially)
received.







