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An eviction siege in 1886, during the Land War of the 1880's. Below

a Connacht family still defies eviction from their cottage even

after its being breached by battering ram.
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Robert Carr, answering questions on the riot
some days after it had apparently 'died down',
said that the modern conditions which existed

at Gartree did not in any way contribute to the
violence and destruction which took place.
Well, not to put too fine a point on it, the
opposite view should be taken, - The condi-
tions, call them modern or what you will,
appear to have contributed to a great extent
to the violence and destruction which took
place there, and maybe even contributed to
the escape attempt.

Before looking at the chain of events that
lead up to it, some mention must be made of
the history common to almost all the prison-
_ers over in Gartree at that time, for all of

them have served senténces before, and share
a common experience of indignities, insults,
injustices, atrocious conditions, provocation,
humiliation and brutality in relation to their
imprisonment, But also, two other flings:
many of the prisoners there had been 'fitted
up' on conspiracy charges and jailed on the
grounds of supposition and inference, Al-.
though we have a tendency to regard 'Con-
spiracy' as a device only used against known
'political dissidents', in fact the politics of
the matter are not so mysterious or peculiar
to the left., Apart from its being erected and
used against early trade-unions, combina-

tions etc., for a long time it has been used to

gather in all known bank-robbers, hijackers
and the like. The state through its yarious



































































































