
. I, "

' I ' . ' -- -. I 1

I . I . I I .
1 I I .

. -. ' 5!. =I I ~I .|rI .
.I'|

I '. I .I' .I r I .
. . ' . ' u '

I II .II|'I:-' .

.'l' \ -!'|.."' '
. ._ .. | . II. .

| ' I

I r

\ J t

I I ~
~ .

I |

I .
1 -_ I, |

| ' 5| .
.-|I-I 'I I | I. .III.

|' | I
_\' . _- I I

.. ó . |='
1 ' .|> '| '1

. |
1' ó . ó

- -":. ~ ' - . ..
J - I ' 1 -\ .
1 I . - |ó. < . - -|

| I _

. I I

I | 1

|. ó
Hè I .- I .

1 r '
| . I I ó |

' . -s Ir I _

r F
. \'

. . I.
I II | I | .

| r

ó_-' 7 I. ó |. I - ' |" .

r' .' ' ' ' .
.- I.ó -In: I I I

. I .

. . . |' -
I \

I |
I .

| |
' .II I .

. ' ' | ' .

. \- . I

.ð 1Ið . .-I*I_

1- . \.\' II I .I I . .
_-' I .,IjôI1-Fr'a1|:!}-:I.I__ I

L ""'* ' ."1:' |'' r'.'. I -- | ' 'I -I 5 Ió ' -- '

I .è| .1 .II-\..,è- -\ _--- -. ..<1

. .. I, I I., I

\ô\

__-.4._,_

I. .' - r - \ -.I I ._ .- . I . -.--.
. ' | ór I .,i.. . 1-- . \

" \_ ' II -. I-I5! - . .- -

I, . ,I,è.. I _
._ .-_Ig< _I_.



Gontents of No. $6 I II I I_Il\lI8"$t 1955
Revolution and white bikes in/w -ó><*/i~/W 325
This is Provo l\ôriz*/ writ /lrt_ióH .-_-29
About New Babylon (ó0ir.s'triul Nt't'irItór'ii/iir_i=.s' 232
Explaifllllg Provo I /l/](H'Iil'll Lind! and .lI'm llrr.1.ô.t.ôr"I Ã3
Appeal to the international provotariat I II -I; 5
Day trip to Amsterdam. (./Ht!ô/tô.S' I\ôm/r-/ijfv -.37
iObó=et"'vaót*'o'-"is on ANAR(ól~lY 62 Carole Farmizriii, l..!o_i-óti .S'riii'_i"t'i'. N. l/I/'. 243
Observations on iiiv;tiiti*iiv 63 J0/in Papwori/i. .lri/in lôi'/;.ôt'1'tH- -/Fl]

R()br'ns(m, F.B., 1.(llt'l'(ôh-ó.'\ó (lmw 2.45
Adrian l\/litchell poet I966 ./H/{fl (i'rtl'lóò'ò*ô 253
Covgl. by 3 ñ Rirfirs .ó>'Â*_nrii'

Photos on tack cover by tit/I Hm r/rô1' l;'/.s'/wit
- and Krivri I/Vr'.s'.s'ii1Is,*

Illustration on past: 226: Provo pi"op:.igai:tla lll lhc /\instcrd;mi
municipal elections i I I _

We are grateful to 1i'l!ltIô('J /0 ("mix/0 and Jim //t't_t.Iô_tI'()H tor trainslations

Other issues of ANARCHY '
VOLUME l. I961: l. Sex-and-Violence, Galbraitl'1"; l1.IWorkerIós controlf.
3. What does anarchism mean today'?; 4. l.)einstitntionalisation; SI. Spain l936T;
6. Cinemat; 7. Adventure play/groumlst; ti. Anthropt-logy; 9. Prison; 10. Mac-
Innes. Industrial decentralisation.
VOLUME 2, 1962.: ll. Paul Goodman, A. S. Neill , 12. Who are the anarchistsó?
I3. Direct action; óI4. Disobedience; óI5. The work of David Wills; I6. Ethics
Lll anarchism, Atrica;'-_I7. Towards a -.lumpenprIoletariat;_ 18. Comprehensive
schools; I9. Theatre: anger and Ianarchy, 20. Non-violence, Freud; 21.
Secondary modern; 22. C-ranston's dialogue on anarchy.
VOLUME 3, 1963: 23. Housing, squatters, do-it-yourself; 24. Community of
Scholars, 25, technology, cybernetics; 26. CND, Salesmansh1p,I"Ihoreau; 27.
ói'outh' 2.8, The tuture ot anarchism; 29, The Spies for Peace Story; 30. The
community workshop; 31. Selfðorganising systerrs, Beatniks; the State; 32.
Crime; 33. Alex Comforts E1I1þi"Cl']lSl'ITl'; 34. S .ence ýction, Workless teens.
VOLUME 4, 1964ó: 35. House and home; 36. Arms of the law; 37. Why l won't
vote 33 Nottingham; 39. Homer Lane; 40. Unions and workersó control; 41.
Theó land; 42. lndian anarchism; 43 Parents and teachers. 44. Transport.
45. Anarchism and Greek thought; 46. Anarchism and the historians.

I i : . Towards freedom in work; 48. Lord of the þies; 49.
Xi(1)t]drLtJ1:tiiEn;5'5(l.%'Ehe Aapinarchist outlook; 51. Blues, R'I1ôb, POP, Folk; 52- Limlls
of pacilism; 53. After school; 54. Buber, Landauer, Muhsam; 55. Mutual aid
56, Women; 57. Law; 58. Stateless societies, homelessness. I I
VOLUME 6, 1966: 59. The white problem; 60. Drugs; 6|. Creative vandalism;
62. Organisation; 63. Voluntary servitude; (>4. Mis-spent youth; 65. Derevolu-
tionisation; 66. Provo; 67. USA.
PLEASE NOTE: Issues l, 2, 5, 6, 7, I3, I4, 33 and 38 are out of print.

Subscribe to ANARCHY I I I _ _
Single copies 2s. (30c.). Annual SubscIript1onI(12 issues) 26s. ($3.50). IBy airmail
47s. ($7.00). Joint annual Isubscr1p_t1o1_"i with FREEDOM the anarchist weekly
(which readers of ANARCHY will ýnd indispensable) 42s. ($6.00). Cheques, P.O.s
and Money Orders should be made out to FREEDOM PRESS, 17a Maxwell
Road, London, S.W.6, England. Tel.: RENown 3736.

Printed by Express Printers, London, E.l.

ANARCHY 66 (Vol 6 Ne 8) AUGUST Web 225

What are the means to deliver us from all this? By opposing;
lyraiiiiy, by loosening every authority, each in his own manner and
wherever he is able to do so. if someone should say that such
protests are or no avail it they are not practised on a large scale, we
should answer: ñHow will you succeed in doing it on a large scale if
you do not begin on a small scale?ò

i'?Oi\rl'El.A i\i.lEl._lWlúl\Illl'.llSI PI_tJ!"ttt.tióltt-i by" T_vrariii_v (l909l

Revolution
and white bikes
JDHN SGHUBERTT

ONE or THE PROBLEMS which faces anarchists, or at least, which faces
those anarchists who really want to change the authoritarian structure
olô the society in which we live, is that of being an apparently perma-
nent and minute minority. What exactly do you do in such circum-
stances? The nineteenth-century anarchists, like the adherents of
most other ideologies of the time, thought that ñthe dayò was
imminent, and that popular revolutions would usher in the society
envisaged by their particular panacea. But in our particular time and
place, to anticipate that kind of revolution, however much we may
think it desirable, indicates a certain lackof contact with social and
political realities. It is an article of faith, like the Second Coming for
Christians, or the Withering Away of the State for Marxists rather
than a reasonable prediction otô what is likely to happen.

On a personal level we all have our own solutions to this
ditlerence between ñoughtò and ñisò, but what kind of social action
do we takeó? Far and away the most signiýcant answers to this
t'|uc:~;t.ion to emerge in the anarchist movements of Western Europe,
have been the Committee of 100 in Britain and the Provo movement
in It-Iolland. The signiýcance for anarchists of the Committee of 100
and the lessons of its rise and decline have been discussed at length
in AN/\R(óIlY. and ever since hearing about the ñWhite Bikesò, we had
been planning to have an issue of this journal about Provo. But events
catiglit up with us, and the riots in Amsterdam on June 13th to 16th
made front page news all over the world while bewildering Provoôs
SyI"I1|')tllhl.St3IóS. The documents, manifestos and impressions gathered
together in this issue may not change your attitude to the Provo move-
ment. but will probably make it more explicable. But not altogether
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st). What about. Roel van Duyrfs manifesto from the ýrst issue of
tlmvc, with its mixture of anarchism and nihilism and þamboyant
nonsense? What about the moral issue raised by Charles Radcliffe?

Provo obviously a. number of quite different trends of discontent,
rather than one movement. This is perfectly explicable if you think
of the variety of factions in the Committee of 100 or in the ban-the-
bomb movement generally, or of the head.-shakings and heart-searchings
displayed in the columns of FREEDOM and Peace News each year after
the Aldermaston March. When Bernhard de Vries talked in London
about Provo he remarked that ñIt appears from the out.sid.e to be a
jolly crowd of like-minded souls, but to insiders it is a heterogeneous
collection wit:h at least four types of people in it.ò These he categorised
as (1) the artists, the people who organised Happenings. ñArt and
authority have always been enemies, and because of the attitude of
the police, these art-orientated happenings have turned into political
happenings.ò (2) Be-atniks and hipsters of various types, ñself-confessed
escapists, seeking the means to their own personal. worldò. (3) Thinkers
and philosophers, like the group around the publication Provo.
(4) Activists, the direct action. Provos, organising demonstrations, sit-
downs, teach-ins, platform discussions and legal and illegal activities.
Many Provos, de Vries remarked, belong to more than one of these
categories. But it is not surprising that a common and consistent
ñlineò has not emerged from them. The situation is much the same
as it was in the Committee of. 1.00, in which. just as Irene van de
Weetering explained last month about Provo, ñWhen someone doesn"t
agree with a plan he doesnôt take part."

Of the various Provo projects and plans, by far the most interesting
and creative so far has been the White Bikes scheme. The ýrst
account of this that we read. in FREia|>oM_ described it as a protest
against ñthe tyranny of car traþicò in Amsterdam, and went on,
ñThirty comrades painted their bicycles white and let it be known
that anybody can use them. All they asked was that people should
leave the bicycles in the street after they ýnished their journey for
use by the next person. This idea spread very quickly until the bicycle
manufacturers, the insurance companies and the police stepped in.
The police conýscated the bicycles under the pretext that they were
ñliable to be stolenô.ò

But the project was more subtle than this. Barnaby Martin
exp-lnnied in a letter to Peace News:

ñThe bike scheme is perhaps the most constructive part of the
Provosó demonstrations, in which they sought to clarify the results of
attempts to improve human relationships through law. Bicycles are
fur more numerous in Amsterdam than in London, and closer to the
hearts of the people. There is a law which says that if you leave your
bicycle on the street, you must lock it. The reason is probably quite
genuine on the part of the police~ðówe have to spend a lot of time
il"1iC1i(.illg clown peopleôs stolen bicycles and therefore we must force
people to protect their machines so as to save our time and public
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expense.ó Very reasonable in its context; but the context is not a
loving one.

ñThe result is that one must assume that others will steal oneôs
bike; it is illegal to trust your fellow men (even though you know that
this trust will sometimes be broken). By declaring that their bicycles
would be left unlocked, the Provos provocatively asserted their belief
in founding social relationships on trust and responsibility, and by
painting their machines distinctively, told police and potential thieves
alike where their principles lay.

ñI donôt think the idea of letting these bikes be used generally
will come into practice, until perhaps the number of white bicycles
is much larger. But clearly if a white bicycle is óstolenô, the Provos
will not call on the p-olice to institute a search that may end, not so
much with the ýnding of a bicycle, but with the diminution of human
personality in court and, perhaps, in prison.ò

The White Bikes project is thus a ñhappeningò or improvised
drama or a morality play, acted out in the streets of Amsterdam to
inculcate a moral lesson, with a beautiful economy of means. But it
is also a practical solution to an existing problem. Amsterdam is a
beautiful city which is being destroyed by private motor transport~ð~
just as London and New York are. As Professor Buchanan says, ñIt
is not a traflic problem we are faced with, as much as a social
situation.ò And the White Bikes plan is exactly the kind of campaign
for citizen action ñto defend the city against: erosion by automobilesò
that Robert Swann recommended in his article ñDirect Action and the
Urban Environmentò in ANARCIIIY 41.

Here, at least, the Provos have something to teach us. The
answer to the question of what can a handful of people with revolu-
tionary ideas do in a profoundly non-revolutionary situation, is to ýnd
imaginative direct action solutions to immediate, close at hand,
problems of daily life. Paul Goodman, whose thinking is in this
respect very much like that of the Provos, says that ñon problems
great and small, I try to think up direct expedients that do not follow
the usual proceduresò. For as David Wieck put it, in ANARCHY l3:

ñProceeding with the belief that in every situation, every individual
and group has the possibility of some- direct action on some level of
generality. we may discover much that has been unrecognised, and
the importance of much that has been under-rated. So politicalised
is our thinking, so focused to the motions of governmental institutions,
that the effects of direct action to modify oneôs environment are
unexplored. The habit of direct action is, perhaps, identical with the
habit of being a free man, prepared to live responsibly in a free society-
Saying this, one recognises that just this moment, just this issue, is
not ltikeily to be the occasion when we all come of age. All true.
The question is, when will we begin?ò
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This is Provo
IIOEI. VAN DIJYN p

PROVO is a monthly for anarchists, provos, beatniks, layabouts, tinkers,
Jailbirds, saints, sorcerers, paciýsts, charlatans, philosophers, germ
carriers, ómayor domos, happeners, vegetarians, syndicalists. hustlers,
incendiaries, marionettes, infant teachers, and of course we must not
forget the men of the Internal Security Service.

PROVO opposes capitalism, communism, fascism, bureaucracy, mili-
tarism, snobbism, professionalism, dogmatism and authoritarianism.

PRQVO feels it is faced with two choices: either desperate resistance
or passive withering away. PROV0 calls for resistance wherever it is
possible. PRovo realises that in the end it will be the loser. However,
it will not forfeit the chance to thoroughly provoke this society once
more.

PROVO regards anarchism as the inspirational source for resistance.
PROVO wants to renew anarchism and spread it among the young.
p Why is PROVO called PROVO? Are we negative or positive? What
is our norm? What are our waysó?

PROVO = PROVO because PROv0-behaviour is for us the one and
only acceptable way in this society. To climb the social ladder and
serve in a ]Ob means contributing towards coming nuclear destructions,
towards capitalism and militarism. It means collaboration with the
authorities and their cunning carrot-on-a-stick: TV. Call us anti-
professionalists. We cannot perceive of a ñjobò as the popular
careerists like to call it, which has not as its aim the prolongation of
the state of emergency in which we live. The worker manufactures the
inferior _ñdesirable objectsò from which the capitalist extorts his
ñincreasing returnsò. The civil servant keeps the records of the victims
of bureaucracy. The inventions of technicians and learned men are
immediately misused for military ends.

The asocial PROVO is the only ray of hope. Its activity is a spoke
in the wheel of ñprogressò which thunders ahead at such speed that
the bomb under the rails is not spotted.

We know that the attitude of the PROV0, a beatnik type we are told
in Dr. Buikhu_izenôs doctoral thesis, is not yet perfect? Buikhuizen
says: ñProvo-ism is not an exponent of resistance against present
SOCl6ty; PRO-VOS do not ýnd their jobs unimportant; PROVO is for them
a recreation.ò
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ROEL V_AN DUYJW-?ôs introduction to the Provo point 0)ó view
appeared m the ýrst ZS.SóMú of Provo on 12th July, 1965. It was trans-
lated for HS by Hugo Ie Comte.






























