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Revolution and white bikes
This is Provo
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What are the means to deliver us from all this? By opposing
tyranny, by loosening every authority, each in his own manmer and
wherever he is able to do so. If someone should say that such
protests are of mo avail if they are not practised on a large scale, we
should answer: “How will you succeed in doing it on a large scale if
you do not begin on a small scale?”

-H. DOMELA NIEUWENHUIS: The Pyramid of Tyranny (1909)

Revolution
and white bikes

JOHN SCHUBERT

ONE OF THE PROBLEMS which faces anarchists, or at least, which faces
those anarchists who really want to change the authoritarian structure
of the society in which we live, is that of being an apparently perma-
nent and minute minority. What exactly do you do in such circum-
stances?  The nineteenth-century anarchists, like the adherents of

~most other ideologies of the time, thought that “‘the day” was

imminent, and that popular revolutions would usher in the society
envisaged by their particular panacea. But in our particular time and
place, to anticipate that kind of revolution, however much we may
think it desirable, indicates a certain lack of contact with social and
political realities. Tt is an article of faith, like the Second Coming for
Christians, or the Withering Away of the State for Marxists rather
than a reasonable prediction of what is likely to happen.

On a personal level we all have our own solutions to this
difference between ‘“‘ought” and “is”, but what kind of social action
do we take? Far and away the most significant answers to this
question to emerge in the anarchist movements of Western Europe,
have been the Committee of 100 in Britain and the Provo movement
in Holland. The significance for anarchists of the Committee of 100
and the lessons of its rise and decline have been discussed at length
in ANARCHY, and ever since hearing about the ‘“‘White Bikes”, we had
been planning to have an issue of this journal about Provo. But events
caught up with us, and the riots in Amsterdam on June 13th to 16th
made front page news all over the world while bewildering Provo’s
sympathisers. The documents, manifestos and impressions gathered
together in this issue may not change your attitude to the Provo move-
ment, but will probably make it more explicable. But not altogether



Frovo, with its mixture of anarchism and nihilism and flamboyant
nonsense? What about the moral issue raised by Charles Radcliffe?
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waarom stemmen laS'ﬁge Amsterdammer S PR(WO ? so. What about Roel van Duyn’s manifesto from the first issue of

Provo is obviously a number of quite different trends of discontent,
rather than one movement. This is perfectly explicable if you think
of the variety of factions in the Committee of 100 or in the ban-the-
bomb movement generally, or of the head-shakings and heart-searchings
displayed in the columns of FREEDOM and Peace News each year after
the Aldermaston March. When Bernhard de Vries talked in London
about Provo he remarked that *‘It appears from the outside to be a

dom a : jolly crowd of like-minded souls, but to insiders it is a heterogeneous

_ nieuwen Ui' ‘ collection with at least four types of people in it.”” These he categorised

B feart o hasl S T Als anarchist stem ik as (1) the artists, the people who organised Happenings. “Art and
nieuwe opvatting over zich principiesl en zeker op Provo.In de authority have always been enemies, and because of the attitude of
Afdam;het moet de eerste positief tegen de Auto- g°m°°n"‘°’f'aadt”umtﬁf‘_ the police, these art-orientated happenings have turned into political
gpeelstad ter wereld i g < i iiri‘fﬁ?ﬁiieiiei"?p’ﬁ. happenings.” (2) Beatniks and hipsters of various types, ‘‘self-confessed
Zif;“ﬁéﬁiﬁfiﬁ 2ip§:;er 3232%3“5&3;23232 15 hoogte houden wat ex met escapists, seeking the means to their own personal world’’. (3) Thinkers
‘-‘,,_.15 is te zeggen wat hij || de stad,d.w.z. het Cen- Afdam gebeurt.Reoht voor and philosophers, like the group around the publication Provo.
wil. Ugge,ugge,ik ben blij || trum sluiten voor parti- allmé""nin“;fi‘;,‘zzrwﬁl’“' (4) Activists, the direct action Provos, organising demonstrations, sit-
dat provoos Witte Schoor- || culiere autoos e sy I;,‘;;;en;ji‘;;ff_m paleis downs, teach-ins, platform discussions and legal and illegal activities.

i §:°§§2§%izr:::r:iﬁgzizn B vrvaenioomeenterij- || most niet lees staan,miar Many Provos, de Vries remarked, belong to more than one of these
. § 281 maken. De provoos zijn|| ke Witte Fietsen, gratis gebruikt worden als stad- categories. But it is not surprising that a common and consistent
tegen Mobil 0il,die onze || trams en elektrotaxies. b L g seilepnil “line”” has not emerged from them. The situation is much the same
lucht verpesten zel. ven Topne T as it was in the Committee of 100, in which, just as Irene van de

‘3 O'Mdat PROVO pOSiﬁG\le plannen biedf Weetering explained last month about Provo, “When someone doesn’t
R ———

agree with a plan he doesn’t take part.”

‘ i P 0\/0 ? Of the various Provo projects and plans, by far the most interesting
waarom stemmen OOk ( Ligbil and creative so far has been the White Bikes scheme. The first

account of this that we read, in FREEDOM, described it as a protest
against ‘“‘the tyranny of car traffic’” in Amsterdam, and went on,
“Thirty comrades painted their bicycles white and let it be known
that anybody can use them. All they asked was that people should
leave the bicycles in the street after they finished their journey for
use by the next person. This idea spread very quickly until the bicycle
manufacturers, the insurance companies and the police stepped in.
The police confiscated the bicycles under the pretext that they were
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‘liable to be stolen’.

But the project was more subtle than this. Barnaby Martin
explained in a letter to Peace News:

R g T T T P Vorige keer heb ik op “The bike scheme is perhaps the most constructive part of the
‘I"Van Hall moet met vakantie"|| zijn de provops mijn Koekoek gestemd, maar mu Provos’ demonstrations, in which they sought to clarify the results of
Het is te gek mij maar te beete kamaradon. De ge ik Provo stemmen.Ik attempts to improve human relationships through law. Bicycles are
laten begaan, demonstraties blauwe diktatuur moet op- moet nodig weg als toon-

erbiedend, de politie onge-|| houden. De agent moet so- beeld van het nederlands far more numerous in Amsterdam than in London, and closer to the

stoord te laten ranselen, ciaal werker worden ipw . militairisme en koloniale ht_:;lrlﬂ of the people. There is a law Which says that _if you leave your
: een rammende smeris. De strijd. In deze militael- bicycle on the street, you must lock it. The reason is probably quite
polgiq ‘moetdzo snel ol x-istisggebt(ilddidie ;1; 1;:' genuine on the part of the police—‘we have to spend a lot of time
B gelijk doer de gemeente- menshe edreigt w B R o 4 S i i
Yaie witte wijven zijn zo raad gekontreleerd worden aiat ds tnotge genanmsl tracking down l;‘)eo.ple.s sto]er) blcydtfg d}nd‘ therefore we Tnu‘st forc.p\
goed voorgelicht op specialell en ontwapend, vbdrdat er spelen. Haal me a.u.b. people to protect their machines so as to save our time and public
provoconsultati-hemnn  roax doden vallen, zsals van weg provoos.Voorwaaris,
frrouwen en mc.is, i A w.v 2 ¥ijn meannen mars,geef geen 8 maer 12
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ijn ze ook zo wit. jL A . —iform, op 1 juni, stem PROVO{

















































