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Reflections on the
revolution in France
JOHN VANE

France. The revival of the great tradition after nearly a century—1789,
1830, 1848, 1871—from the storming of the Bastille to the fall of
the Commune. A reminder that most of our political ideas (and
the words they are expressed in) come from France. (It makes it
easier to understand why old Kropotkin wanted to fight for France
in 1914.) But how the tradition has become divided! The Tricolour,
the Republic, the Marseillaise, the Resistance—all symbols of the
establishment, of the extreme right. But that is nothing new. “Liberty
equality, fraternity, when what the Republic really means is infantry,
cavalry, artillery”—said Marx 120 years ago. What is new is that
people are surprised when the French students occupy the universities
and the French workers occupy the factories. The tradition must
be part of the French people’s political education. We still
remember our Hunger Marches, our General Strike, our Suffragettes,
our Black Sunday, our Chartists; surely the French may be expected
to remember the Resistance, the sit-in strikes of 1936, the mutinies

Reflections in two senses—random thoughts about what has
happened in France, because we don’t have enough information to
make a proper judgement yet: and passive reactions to the light
coming across the Channel, because a more active reaction isn't possible
for most of us. (Notes in a mirror.)

Revolution in two senses as well—an attempt to change a particular
regime, which was unsuccessful; and an attempt to change a way of
looking at regimes and at ways of changing regimes, which was
successful. (Revolution in the revolution.)



















































