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How nice it would have been for Mrs Thatcher to cross
the Atlantic to greet President Reagan with an unblemished
record of success.
This would have been especially valuable in view of the

relative inexperience of the new-old President in the
win-some, lose-some pragmatism which grows rhino-
ceros hides on experienced political shysters. He would
have been so impressed.
Indeed, though Maggie herself has grown up in the cut-

and-thrust of Parliamentary juggling in the Mother of
Parliaments, she too, is re laiively inexperienced in
shadow boxing whe re it really matters: with her class
enemies. H

This is why she was able to be so cbgrr atic in sticking
to her policies no matter what they cost everybody else.
Economy cuts? make people stand on their own two feet.
Unemployment? Regrettable necessity. Factory closures?
Trimming down to a fighting we ight.

What she forgot to ascertain was just what weight she
was actually fighting at. She might then have flipped back
through the history books a mere seven years to see what
was happening in the heavyweight league then, when she
would have been reminded of something you would have
thought she would never forget: that her immediate pre-
dece ssor as Tory leader was sent packing by the organised
miners in 1974.
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Then, Edward Heath, striving to containthe inflation
he had helped to create, was foolish enough to try a he ad-
on clash with the miners--always a formidable force and
nowadays stronger, better fed, more confident than ever
they were in 1926. Heath went down for the count. And out

That's how Maggie got her chance to make it to the 1'
top--first woman to do so in this country. But that made
no difference to the power-hunger that provides the drive
for the job. Linked with her dogmatism,_ Maggie
was he ll-bent on a collision course with the most _
powerful economic force in the country: that section of
the working class which provides the motive fuel for the
re st of us.

Never mind your oil; never mind your nuclear power.
Britain's economy still depends on coal. And why not?
As Aneurin Bevan once said: óThe whole bloody island
is built on it. '

If Maggie is to be congratulated on anything in the
events of last week, it is that she had the sense to pull
back. In one brief flash she saw the light and remem-.- P
bered poor Ted. The miners said, in effect, óSo far
and no fartherô.

The big question for us is, why donót the miners say
óHands offô to all the parasites, give a lead to the whole
working class and take over the mines--for the benefit
of the Whole community?
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THE HOUSING SITUATION
S OUTHAMPTON

WHILE many people in the city own
their houses and many live in
Council provided house s, the re are
a great many who are mostly dep-
endent on the private sector to
provide a roof over their he ads. In
order to do this exorbitant rents
have to be paid, extorted from people
by greedy house owners coimting on
the absolute need of individuals to
have a roof over the ir he ads to make
the m
them pay up. It is now not unusual
for rents of Ã15 pw. to be demanded
for the use of one room. Ã10 pw. is
the norm. Though we deplore the
constant increases in Council rents
it is possible to obtain a house for
that kind of money - if you are
amongst those that the Council
accepts responsibility for housing,
and increasing numbers of us are
not so fortunate!

SQHA TTING
IN THE light of this situation we
make no apologies for our response
to the problem of providing our-
selves with dwellings. We have
moved into premises which have
been compulsorily purchased by the
Council and left unoccupied for
periods up to and over one year.
Now, good houses are again provi-
ding shelter which is what they were
built for. It seems to us that no
acceptable justification can beð
offered by the Council for their
criminally wasteful policies on
housing provision.

THE HOUSING SHORTAGE AND
DESTRUCTION OF GOOD HOUSES
THE building of council houses has
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quatting in

virtually stopped in Britain. To meet
the current need for houses 300, 000
must be built each year. In 1980
barely half that number were built.
Recently Housing Associations -
working on the renovation of houses
have had their grants curtailed.
And yet councils everywhere, inclu-
ding Sduthampton, their idiocy;
apparently just_to make matters,
worse: insist on the de structiongof
perfectly habitable houses.

If seems to us reasonable to
suggest that while there is a need
N O hoses should be demolished
unless in dangerois condition.

I

THE. Loqaa SITUAIIQN i
EMPRESS and Duke roads are to be
bulldozed to make way for light
industrial developments. To provide
more jobs they say, but what good
are jobs to homeless peopleó? It is
not unusual for Southampton Council
to obtain whole streets of houses
which it then leaves empty for up to
2 years before demolition. This
happened with Brintons Road - We
do not wish to see, it happen in this
area. .

Itis already rumoured that givenô
the current economic situation firms
may be prevented from making the
necessary investments to develop
the area. It is important to make
sure that the Council does not OK
the demolition of dwe llingsz

1) for which there is a proven
need

2) when there is any doubt about
the future of thðe_sites.

Support and Enquiries
In Welcoming any support people

feel they can offer, we would like
to emphasize that we feel complete-
ly just ified in the action we have
taken. Houses that were becoming
vandalised and derelict have taken
on a new lease of life and have
again become homes for people.
Anyone interested to contact us,
discuss the situation, can offer help,
are in serious housing need, or
wish to consider squatting, call or
write: .-

52 Empress Road
Bevois Valley
Southampton_ . :. , _ \

_ _____ __ ___ _ _ W t - ' ' ðð ""7"'

AFTER Kilner House all ended,
the campaign against cnuncil
houses being sold off on the open
market became more formal as a
group gathered together calling
itself Squat Against the Sales -SAS-
using such original slogans asè N
óDare to struggle, dare to winô. Its
latest action is to occupy (they don't
seem to like saying 'squat') Sherry's
Wharf Estate in Hackney, east
London. This estate is a newly
built development on the River Lea
near Hackney Marshes , built by
the GLC - initially with the intention
of letting the houses and flats to
tenants on the adjacent King's Mead
Estate which consists of pre -war
blocks in jretty shitty condition.

Ha lway through building the GLC
changed its mind and ripped out all
the special facilities for old people
that had been incorporated into the
flats such as alarms. waist-high
lightswitches etce tera. and decided
to let the properties under a high
rents system to encourage people
to buy them. Rents are Ã31 a week
for a single bedroom flat and E48
for a two bedroom house. To qualify
for one of these places prospective
tenants have to prove that they have
a take home gay offive times the
rent. As for the local tenants, they
have just been left to rot as usual
on a dilapidated estate where they
haven't even got adequate rubbish
chutes.

The SAS hope to draw attention
to this situation with their occupation
of the blocks and gain the support
of the local tenants and eventually
get theflats let to the people at
Kingsmead who were promised
them in the first place, at the
same rents as they are paying now.
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FREE I

NEWS from France (though with
no mention in the establishment
press) is that Octavio Albe rola and
the nine others accused of anti-
Franco activities have been acquit-
ted following the trial in Paris.
Good news, indeed 1
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NEWS from Lyon is that there
will be several Journees Libert-
aires there during June, including
films, music, debates and discuss-
ion. Anyone interested in taking
part, write to:

Librairie la Gryffe
5 rue Sebastien Gryphe
69007 LYON, France.
We hope to have news, in a

not-too-future edition, of their
meeting, this month, with Vladimir
Borissov, dissident Russian worker,
founder of the Soviet free trade
union. Further activities in Lyon
include a meeting with members of
Polish Solidarity and the beginnings
of a Campaign against the French
Communist Party, which is, in the
words of a recent letter from Lyon,
ómore racist, fascist, moralist,
than the parties of the extreme
right. ' Now, who would have
thought that ? Don't all shout at
once I
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SAS HIT lLONDO]N__ STAGE

ONE particular piece of nastin-
ess being presented as entertain-
ment on stage at the Jeanette
Cochrane Theatre this month is a
play by Euan Smith called óNo
Names. . . No Medalsô, sub-titled
óA Story of the SASô - imsuitable
for children. Readers of FREEDOM
will not need reminding that these
types being lauded as óheroesô and
as defenders of the Land of the
Free in fact shot 5 unarmed men
in cold blood during the siege at
the Iranian Embassy, and their
exploits were brought into question
at the ensuing Coroner's Court of
Enquiry and with a certain amount
of press comment. Control of the
situation at the Iran Embassy was
handed over to the SAS Regiment
on May Bank Holiday last year at
6. 56 pm. Fourty minutes later 5
men were dead. This suspect play
being presented by RADA, appar-
ently dwells at length during the
second half on the ójubilant after-
math of champagne and telegramsô.
During the last 20 years, the SAS
have been used in support of
tyrants, tribal chiefs and disinteg-
rating regimes throught the world-
usually in total secrecy. Graduates
from this arm of state oppression
have gone onto serve as mercenar-
ies for racist or fascist administ-
rations, as in Rhodesia. Serving
members of the SAS are presently
acting as advisers to the American
Counte r-Insurgency Force s who
are at the moment on operations in
El Salvador.

Dr. Knapman told the jury at the
Coroner's Court that óit was
reasonable to shoot first and ask
questions afterwards. ô Remember
that when next you hear or read
the latest piece of state condemn-
ation of violence of other óterroristsô
and remember that it's apparently

and fine by everyone to put
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on cosy little plays extolling the
virtues of the brand of terrorism
that washes whiter than white .
The re is no honour in repeated and
sadistic g'T.'1_nplay of suspect motive.
óHe Who Daresô apparently passes
into facile and false folklore,
graced by the skills of RADA
members and a nasty little theatre
in Holborn.

. Awe
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Washington : óWe are going to
take whatever measures are
necessary . . . nothing will be
ruled outó
Moscow: óLet no one doubt our
intentions to secure our interests

IN a statement issued today from
the Kremlin/White House, Presid-
ent Reagan/Brezhnev declared that
the USA/US SR would defend its
interests in Poland/El Salvador
with all the me ans at his disposal.
He said ówe will not remain passive
in the face of this Communist/
Impe rialist challenge. ô

He revealed that the cause of
unrest in Poland/El Salvador was
due to Communist/Imperialist
elements seeking to undermine the
peace-loving, caring Socialist/
Democratic government.

He denied allegations of turture
and wilful murder of political opp-
onents; said this was CIA/KGB
propaganda designed to unsettle
the peaceful worke rs of El Salvad-
or/Poland.

In a further statement from the
Pentagon/Kremlin, Defence Chiefs
accused Washington/Moscow of
heightening world tension and
increasing the arms race in their
attempts at Communist/Imperialist
Domination.
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7,000 Deaths Each
WITH a consumption of one

rabbit a year per person, France
now claims to be the largest
óproducerô of this mammal in the
world. The trade in more than
200, 000 tomies of rabbit-meat per
year is now greater than that of
sheep and almost exclusively
intensive methods of óproductionô
are used.

The rabbits are raised primarily
for their meat, but increasingly
are being used to supply the fur
trade with skins. Coats and gloves
labelled óMade in Taiwanó, óHong
Kongó or óCor®e du Sudó are finding
their way to the French, market,
and items have appeared in Marks
and Spencers in the UK labelled
as rabbit fur. Whatever the label
in France, it is known that the
rabbit skins have come from the
intensive establishments in Brittany,
the Auve rgne or the abattoirs of
Toulouse and Laval. Although
recent researches have shown that
rabbits raised in non- intensive
conditions and fed on hay, carrots

and crusts (killed in winte r, when
adult) produce a thicker and silkier
fur than those raised in abominable
intensive conditions and fed on
nothing but granules and fattened in
cages, these conditions still prev-
ail and whilst there remains a
market for the products of this
hellish trade then they will continue
and worsen. At the moment, a new
breed of angora rabbit is being
óstudiedô whose fur is similar in
texture, colour and quality to that
of the S ilve rt Fox.

In the abbatoirs of Lapalisse
(Allier) 7, O00 rabbits are killed
each week.WH.AT an outcry there
would be if these figures related to
a so-called óhigherô form of life.

The French technocrats, with
characteristic managerial priorit-
ies, are bemoaning the fact that
many skins are exported to areas of
cheap labour (Taiwan, the Phillip-
ines) where they are finished into
marketable products and then
returned to France for sale. They
bemoan the decreasing number of

eek  
apprentices being found for French
tanneries and furriers. They cry
into their Pernod when shown
details of how furriers are sending
technicians to China to teach
methods of finishing in a new fact-
ory established with German cap-
ital.

I would be happier to read inter-
national news such as this counter-
ed on each occasion by Animal
Liberation principles, and it is
time that such Liberation secured
an international footing. If we, as
individuals and as inte rnationalists
are concerned to survive nuclear
and authoritarian threat, then we
have to establish right now that the
world that we wish to survive is
non- specist, with a realisation
that because we, as homo sapiens,
have the capability to hold the
world hostage, we do not have the
exclusive right to its space, its
re sources or its future.

Lyenne

Biological Realities
THE difficulty of urban life is that
it breeds extrem ism , mainly
because it is so divorced from
biological realitie s . Anarchism
has nothing to do with extremism
of any sort, it is to do with the
balance of life - human, vegetable,
animal. It is the disturbance of
this balance by commercial and
power structured society that has
caused so much difficulty in the
ecological world.

Just as the excessive use of
animal products creates the prob-
lems of context so can fields and
fields of corn supported by artifi-
cial fertilisers and pesticides.

What is unreal is the moral
elitism which would suggest that
the Eskimo and the Red Indian are
inferior to those in other climes
who live on vegetation in the sun.
To suggest that a butcher is an
inferior man to a vegetarian is
contrary to experience , for one
often finds very congenial butchers
and micongenial vegetarians. One
finds very compassionate game-
keepers whose knowledge of wild
life is phenomenal. The problems

of Indians who come here from the
sun as vegetarians and get rickets
is we ll known.

It is quite untrue to say that
arable farn.ing is ecologically
sound, it is unsound from a bio-
logical point of view, as this is
not the way nature is. We have
all heard of the old saying that
óbig fleas have little fleas upon
their backs to bite themô and so
ad infinitum. What we have now
is the segregation of animal farm-
ing fron. arable farming with oad
ecological consequences. Y

Ye s, modern farming methods
are bad from every point of view,
but then people are stacked into
human warehouses in the same way
and both are a reflection of the
same attitudes.

The emotional British attitude to
animals is well known, just as is
their record on child beating and
the absence of unstructured play
areas for children. Thousands of '
pounds can be raised for homes of
retirement for horses, while the
NCCC gasps for funds. The cities
are full of cats and dogs who have

effectively disposed of every small
creature that moves, besides
fouling the city streets and open
spaces.

It is human beings, who have
interfered decisively with nature,
that for their own good have to
achieve some sort of balance with
animals and arable agriculture and
this has to be done in accordance
with the part of the world they
live in. The Red Indians and the
buffalo lived in a symbiotic
relationship. Most diseases are
self-generated and to use animals
for experimental purposes is
largely in the end self-defeating.

It is no good ignoring the fact that
animals eat each other, or that
agriculture is an extension of what
goe son in nature. What has to be
dealt with is the commercial
attitudes that reduce activitie s to
questions of profit and power and
to get back to the concepts of man
as a part of nature to be cared for
in all its realities.

ALAN ALBON
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NOT long ago, as I travelled on
the top deck of a crowded early
morning bus, I saw from the steamy
window a dead dog lying in the
gutter of the road. From some
distance I had noticed the shape and
had been unable, somehow, to stop
looking and to stop being curious.
I still re-live the image of that dog,
in a fix of slow motion passing,
every day. I could imagine then,
and can now, the feel of that death-
cold, wet, rigid as iron. A dead
we ight lying in a foul weather
morning, seemingly unworthy of
anyone's consideration or care, as
I, and thousands of other people,
made a cold journey from sleeping
to working.

As the distant shape had turned
from what could have been, to my
tired eye s, a small rubbish sack,
to dead flesh with legs, a head,
and tail, and as the realisation
struck with : sadness : horror :
anger : powerlessness : that ore,
lost, life represented in an instant
the life of the óAbyssô, our own

poor and neglected, children of
violence, those who die of malnut-
rition right next to the million-
pound battlefields whilst a we ll-fed
soldie ry play out their own death
scenes. The dog was and is a
victim, in reality and in image.
Its small shape remained there,
more powerful in its impact than
library shelves full of propaganda.
A victim, in real terms, of what ?
Traffic: frantic and uncaring drivers
who wouldnôt stop for a drunk ?
Hunger: a neglected or unwanted
pet or working dog ó?

(WHAT as Tms
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Straying old age: wandering the
streets seeking shelter and food ?
Violence: from human or animal
attack, unbefriended and oppressed
as pariah ?

Whatever cause - think for just a
moment of that one death in human
terms or in higher "pedigree'
animal terms, and if that had
applied, imagine the greater con-
cern. OR, imagine that which is
perhaps worse in to- day's outlook,
imagine the growing tendency to
irark as unremarkable and as acc-
eptable the facts that traffic
dangers of speed and pollution,
hunge r, pove rty, home le ssne ss,
social isolation, violence, are be-
coming the accepted lot of ólowerô
forms of race class life colour7 9 3 9

sex, politics. This tendency,
which I notice increasing in recent
years, I somehow link with the
final scenes of the film óThe War
Game ', whe re a population hit by
nuclear attack, stumbles into an
obscene apathy, numbed by
horror, shock, suffering and pow-
erlessness in the face of that which
can, and is, destroying them.
Gone are the last vestiges of what
might have been seen as, at least,
a solidarity of numbers. Too many
people, in this second year of the
80's are governed, taxed, educated,
ruled, media de-sensitised, into
just this apathy and those few who
do rise to destroy it are regarded
as aberrations, dange rous,
terrorist, insane. They can be, if
victimised as example, tortured,
imprisone d, murde re d.

( 0 ) Ayou wm/1.0/v 7' unI0Ães7.'4w_/

BUT it is they who are broad-
casting the survival seeds, and it
is they who would cover a wet,
cold and stinking corpse by their
own hand and take it to a decent
grave. It is they, who find in each
death or loss, each momentary
failure of tadic or advantage,
that fix of realisation and concern
which hits as a stimulant to every
nerve ending, which causes them
to take up arms of pen, action or
theatre of propaganda, in the
fight for the possibilities of
equality of survival for all life,
for harmony of human society and
the natural world, where each
can realise its own potential by
its own governing and where the
strangling tapes of the pyramid
of power are cut for a last time
and reduced to ashes.

Ann

A Project
Dear Freedom, "
How about an 'Anarchist Projectsó
section on your óContactsô page.
This has, I know, been suggested
before, and is long overdue - what
about doing it - please 1 The
reasons are self-evident, provid-
mg a service for those Anarchist
projects in need of help and those
readers, regular and irregular
(hence the need for it to be a
regular feature) who would like to
get involved in some down-to-earth
Anarchy Z The advantages of a
separate heading are that it would
draw readersô attention to the poss-
ibility of 'doingô as well as talking,
encourages more projects to come
to light and draw the ódiscerningô
readers not otherwise concerned
with the back page to the availab-
ility of ôpractical' contacts. If
space on the back page isn't
available inside will do I

This would be a valuable cont-
ribution especially with the new
A Distribution to FREEDO1\/Us I j
role as a dissemenator of inform-
ation between anarchists.

With reference to óIna l'Orange'
article in the February 80 issue
of FREEDOM, how about FREEDOM
taking the initiative in organising
a voluntary levy along the lines of
the one in Berlin and Peace News
(Defunct ?) Community Levy for
A lte rnative Projects for Anarch -
ists who don't (surprisingly) receive
support from the State.
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