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‘maximum social control’

Martial law will be temporary,

aruzelski tells Polish people
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WE can almost smell the great sigh of
relief that has been exhaled by all the
world’s right-thinking people over the
(unexpected?) declaration of martial
law in Poland.

We had all watched Solidarity in Poland
play its own dodgy version of Polish
Roulette and had tried hard to be discreet
in our interpretation of what they were
doing, sometimes being unanarchistic
enough to whisper under our breaths that
they should take it easy, go slow for a
time, play it cool, and all that.

But they didn’t. Hot-blooded, vodka-
drinking Poles tend, it seems, to go for
broke. The pressure — perhaps rightly,
who can tell? — has been maintained for
over a year. The Party has been purged;
the State’s unions have been replaced;
demand after demand has been met,
police harassment checked; food prices

have been held down, a five-day week
accepted.

What Solidarity had not been able to
do was to influence the economy —
precisely because Poland is surrounded
by States who are all, as is normal, of the
vulture variety. Whether state-capitalist or
‘free’ capitalist, they all had one am-
bition — to suck the blood of Poland,
along with every other country in the
world.

For them all, Solidarity was an em-
barrassment. For the Soviets, the reasons
are obvious: exposure of the Polish
puppet government’s inefficiency and
corruption amounted to an unacceptable
criticism of the Communist system. For
the West, after all those loans, succesful
in linking Communist Poland with
Capitalism, an indigenous movement with
ideas about freedom and industrial demo-
cracy was a threat indeed.

For us, libertarians in the ‘West” — the
emergence of Solidarity was like the
opening of a window. Although the
Catholic connection was embarrassing, it
was obvious that here was a movement
rooted among the workers in almost the
same way as anarcho-syndicalism had
been in Catholic Spain — the major part-
ners, church and state, being reversed.

Soldiarity is now facing the same test
that our comrades in Spain faced in 1936:
the military taking over. But all the ex-
ternal factors are vastly different. For
today, East and West are united against
the Polish workers. (They were against
the Anarchists in Spain, of course, but
not consistently against the Republican
cause in general.) We believe that Solidar-
ity understands this. We can do little
more than wish them well — unless com-
rades can come up with practical means
of showing solidarity to Solidarity?
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LIKE a demented Rubik’s Cube the
British political scene is rearranging.
Swifter than the eye can follow, colours
are clicked into new alignments. The
public, fascinated and hypnotised by the
sleight of hand, practise at home and
buy manuals, written by self-appointed
experts. Then, at the end, when it’s all
in nice, neat patterns, a flick of the wrist
and we’re off again.

Most of this frenzied activity has been
taking place on what is known as the
‘left’. This is, of course, an arbitrary
label, based on the conventional way of
holding the cube. One face of the puzzle
is shifting from pastel pink to red, white,
blue and yellow. Individual facets of this
face are difficult to make out, they seem
to have a surface coating which bounces
back the media lights. It almost seems as
if this face has been deliberately polished,
for triumphant display when the ultimate
answer is revealed. Rather than brittle
plastic, this aspect is pliable, like irrides-
cent oil covering jelly. All kinds of para-
sites can feed on this jelly, a new species
of mould has become established there.

Another face ripples and shudders. Red
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facets continually crop up. There are
accusations of cheating, of facets being
stealthily turned while no one is looking.
Referees leap forward to reestablish the
old pattern. People who had been, up to
now, snootily pretending no interest;
they had their own games, were much
above this sort of thing, suddenly become
jealous about all this attention. They rush
forward, try to get a fingerhold. They’ve
been convinced, it’s the only game in
town.

Their erstwhile playmates jeer and con-
tinue to try to produce their own, home-
made puzzles. Unfortunately they don’t
have enough parts to manufacture a solid
cube, and those they have are all shades
of one colour. Boring. They struggle on,
stealing bits from other fringe groups,
swapping round amongst themselves.

One face of the cube has been com-
pleted. Blue, It’s beginning to fade a
little towards one edge, but it’s still
blue. There is no alternative.

According to the rules, each face
must be uniform. Much effort goes
into implementing this interpretation.
But, oddly, one face is gaily decorated,
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a kaleidoscope rather than a wash.
Glittering colours shift and catch the
eye. Hints of patterns appear or are
read into the swirl. Some are menacing;
dragons, hobgoblins, just a quick hint, a
frisson, then the reassuring skill of the
puzzle owner removes them. Comforting.
Others are more appealing. They are
grasped at but prove equally ephemeral;
crowns, cosy family groups, exciting
flickers through the mail order pages of
the Sunday supplements. All gift wrapped
and tinselled. Meanwhile, the other faces
come closer to their ends.

The other faces won’t settle. Fashions
come and go, this season’s shade abruptly
changes. There’s discontent in the
audience, quickly suppressed by stewards.
They have blue uniforms, easy to see
which side they prefer. Interest in cube
solving begins to wane. New models are
suggested, representing different propor-
tions; pyramids, snakes.

There is a grinding from inside the cube.
The creatures who live there are throwing
sand in the cogs. A crack appears! All the
factions cooperate to seal it, their exist-
ence is threatened. If the internal
creatures don’t try harder, they can be
contained.

Do you want to live in a cube?

DP
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Anarchist Activities

IN November David Owen spoke at a
public meeting at Sussex University.
After questions were curtailed following
his speech, a number of eggs and toma-
toes flew in his direction and one toma-
to hit him. He flew into a rage and chased
a woman around the hall, accusing her of
having thrown the tomato. Then he was
restrained by stewards.

Next day the campus was flooded by
national press and the incident hit head-
lines in all the big national papers. A
Times editorial even commented on it.
Responsibility was laid on the Anarchist
Group, and indeed the Anarchist Group
didn’t deny intervening in the meeting,
although they stopped short of claiming
responsibility for the missiles thrown.

A week ago four students associated
with the Anarchist Group were called to
appear before the Student Disciplinary
Panel (the University’s quasi-legal Kanga-
roo court), to answer charges of planning
activities likely to bring the University
into disrepute. Previous punishments
meted out by the panel have included
fines, suspension and the expulsion of
two anarchists for disrupting re-takes of
boycotted preliminary examinations.

Then, on Wednesday 9th December, the
Disciplinary Panel was due to be held in
Sussex House, the administrative building.
Thirty or so people managed first to pre-
vent the defendants from attending by
forming a sympathetic picket. Then the
hearing began behind a locked door, with
the defendants absent. The door was
opened on a pretext and we pushed past
admin guards to enter the room. Some
case papers were torn up and the Disci-
plinary Panel members were confronted
with the anger and opposition of the
disruptors. They adjourned the hearing,
and justified their role by saying that this
was part of what they got their salary for
(they are Professors) and that there must
be rules. After half an hour’s argument
the panel left and the disruptors (some
anarchists, some not) did likewise. It is
worth noting that the written ‘evidence’
consisted of a Daily Mail article about
the Owen meeting, two letters to Uni-
versity periodicals complaining about
anarchist insults to politicians, and a

statement by the Anarchist Group which
exposed the lies of politicians ranting
about ‘free speech’, and affirmed our
belief in actively opposing politicians.

The University pretended that a
£500,000 contraet had been lost due to
the Owen disruption (it transpired the
contract had already been ruled out at
the time), in order to whip up calls for
anarchist blood.

We are preparing now for the recalling
of the panel and possible further charges
resulting from the meeting of the 9th.
After a great upsurge in anarchist activity
this term, it seems the authorities are
attempting to crush us. We are deter-
mined they will not succeed.

Sussex Anarchist Group consists of
anarchists at the University and in the
Brighton area.

Anyone interested please contact:
Sussex Anarchist Group
c¢/o Students Union
Falmer House
Univ of Sussex
Brighton
East Sussex

BIG A SALE

IN the bitter snows of winter last Satur-
day, the great and glorious Big A Sale
took place in the Autonomy Centre at
Wapping in East London. All the illus-
trious Anarchist printing houses were
represented and proffered their wares to
the panting public. Conceived in reply to
the infamous Socialist Book Fair with its
packs of opportunist, commercial and
‘sincerely committed’ leftist publishers,
the Big A Sale gathered Cienfuegos, 121
Bookshop Brixton, the late Rising Free
and of course Freedom (to name but
many) together in order to benefit both
their own and the Autonomy Centre’s
dwindling coffers; the A centre in par-
ticular having an imminent -crisis of
finance on their hands in order to pay
the next 3 months rent.

But, as we all know, the inclemency of
the weather last Saturday drove all but
the most hardy and revolutionary of
bookworms deeper into their armchairs,

toasting another teacake and wiping away
a tear of regret.

Open from 10am — 6pm, the poor old
A centre installed a special no-heat
heating system in order to preserve the
books but helped refrigerate the book-
sellers. Freedom’s stall sold a modest
number of publications, but lacked the
impact and variety of the juicy spreads
displayed by Cienfuegos and Rising Free.
Turnout was modest, but larger than
expected, the weather being what it was.

Hopefully something like it will be
organised again as it has great potential.
An opportunity to get so much anarchist
stuff in one place should not be missed
and ideally should help attract the merely
curious as well as the hard bitten anarch.
One thing though, the world wide pub-
licity provided by only advertising the
event in FREEDOM, while extensive, is
not going to get them flocking in from
the likes of Neasden where FREEDOM
is not a notably big seller.

SIMON LOS

FOLLOWING the recent article in
FREEDOM about Simon Los being
given a 3 year sentence for giving out
leaflets after last summer’s riots in
Nottingham, several groups have con-
tacted the Nottingham anarchists to
offer funds and give support. Unfortu-
nately the Nottingham group has been
defunct for over a year and attempts
to restart it had all failed. There is no
support group, or defence fund for
Simon.

ALF NEWS

INTERNATIONAL ANIMAL
LIBERATION FRONT

Recent Actions in North America
(Autumn 1981)

ONTARIO, CANADA

Laboratory animal breeding centres
daubed with anti-vivisection slogans.

A huge billboard advertising meat daubed
with large ‘MEAT IS MURDER’ slogan.

MONTREAL, CANADA
Large billboard advertising furs was
damaged and had to be removed.
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Seeing youre so similar, K
why rot stop being enerndes ??
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We need an external enemy
to keep our subjects quiet.
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MIGUEL GARCIA

WE are sad to have to report the death of
our friend and comrade, Miguel Garcia,
in hospital on Friday 4th December.
Everybody who knew Miguel will report
on his warmth and life. We shall miss
him. Miguel’s funeral took place last
Thursday, 10th December, attended by
about 40 people, from many ceuntries.
The following tribute is provided by
Albert Meltzer, Miguel’s close friend
since he came to live in exile in London.

WHEN the military rose in Spain in July
1936, all Barcelona rushed to its defence.
Most workers had rushed to CNT unions
halls and from there, generally with no
more than work and domestic tools —
axes, hatchets, knives — surrounded the
military government building.

A 28 year old veteran of many struggles
since boyhood, Miguel Garcia, gathered
up his friends in the plaza Real and they
rushed in the other direction, up the
Ramblas into wealthy Barcelona, storm-
ing the gunshops. They collected a for-
midable round of weapons from a pre-
pared list of sports shops and then went
to Columbus Square. (A tense moment
when they passed an armed Civil Guard
squad: whether to go forward or back-
wards was inviting to be shot in the back.
Defiantly they passed, shouting the
slogans of the CNT. The Guard saluted.
It was loyal to the Popular Front — not
to the point of marching to the square to
fight the Fascist rebels; but to the point
of passively obeying whatever govern-
ment was.)

It was one of many sucn incidents in
the life of Miguel Garcia who died in
London on 4th December. He had spent
his youth both in Spain and France and,
in the tradition of his family, devoted to
building the anarcho-syndicalist unions.
He spent the civil war first in the Sara-
gossa campaign, later entirely on the
Madrid front. When Franco won he went
into a concentration camp which tried to
‘rehabilitate’ anti-fascists by forced drills.
It failed! There he contacted others who
intended to fight on and the Resistance
that lasted from 1939 to 1949 was ini-
tiated.

Others — like Massana, who died earlier
in the year — contributed greatly to the
tremendous anarchist campaign in the
mountains and cities; many made similar
sacrifices — he finally was sentenced to
death, commuted to 30 years imprison-
ment (of which he served 20 years).

But what gives Miguel his unique place
in libertarian history is not so much the
fact of his years of struggling for the
Anarchist principle in Spain, but the

fact that after coming out of 20 years
solid jail he again came to the front
from another new direction, this time
on the international field.

He was an inspiration for all the revo-
lutionary Anarchist groups, the Angry
Brigade, the First of May Solidarity
groupings, the MIL ... as well as others
in Spain, Germany and England. He
appreciated that the situation in Spain,
after years of Francoist repression in
which all publicity was given to the
Communist Party and the libertarian
movement was both suppressed and
ignored, meant world attention had to
be brought to the Spanish situation
and in particular to practical co-operation
that would lead to an international
different from the various paper inter-
nationals.

I was closely associated with him during
those years. We organised the inter-
national Anarchist Black Cross together,
and Miguel went to speak throughout
England, Scotland and Wales; in France,
Germany, Belgium, Italy, even in East
Berlin (we did that by a trick). In all
those meetings, fighting against apathy
sometimes, with interfering police and
harassing Customs officers at other times,
he never gave up: he endeared himself to
many people throughout the world who
admired him for his tenacity and loved
him.

When Miguel’s book Franco’s Prisoner
came out, another book also appeared,
by a Spanish socialist mayvor who spent
30 years In Hiding — the title of his
book. He regarded the anarchists as
‘fools’ and had spent the three years of
repression hiding in a cupboard. Miguel
addressed himself to the ‘fools’ who were
activists all over Europe, and refused to
admit that State repression was the last
word.

ALBERT MELTZER

postscript  Because of the many tributes
being received about Miguel from all over
the world, Black Flag is preparing a
special memorial pamphlet outlining his
life, work and the last tributes of
comrades. Photographs and comment are
welcome.

THE prestigious Sunday Times,comment-
ing on Tariq Ali’s application to join the
Labour Party, refers to his membership of
the ‘revolutionary’ Socialist Workers
Party. That must please the International
Marxist Group, which he has dominated
for years. Makes you wonder how many
other simple, basic, widely known, easily
checkable newspaper ‘facts’ can be
trusted.

AN 865 year jail sentence for embezzle-
ment, in Thailand, has been cut to 576
years, on the grounds that the prisoner’s
testimony was ‘useful’.



















































